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TheCHARTER of the Province of the

Maflachufetts-Bay in New England.

ILLIJMznd MAR T, by the Grace of GOD,
King and Queen of England, Scotland, France • and

Ireland, Defenders of the Faith, ^c. To all to

whom thefe Prefents fhall come,Greeting. Whereas
His late Majefty King James the firft. Our Royal tS-'^'k
PredecelTor, by his Letters Patents under the Great yamn \.

Seal of England, bearing Date at Weftminfter the granted to ih;

third Day of November, in the eighteenth Year of '^°"^"'^''^ ^}

his Reign, did give and grant unto the Council
^f^J^^"

eftabli filed at Plymouth in the County oi Devon, for

the Planting, Ruling, Ordering and Governing of

New Engla/id in Atnerica, and to their Succeflbrs and Afiigns, all that Part of All that Part

America lying and being in Breadth from forty Degrees of Northerly Latitude, -f Ammca

from theEquinoftialLine to the forty cighthDegree of the faid NortherlyLatitude,
^''-'^rfeVNor

inclufively, and in Length of and within all the Breadth aforefaid throughout Latitude/

all the Main Lands, from Sea to Sea, together alfo with all the firm Lands,

Soils, Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Waters, Filliings, Mines arid Minerals,

as well Royal Mines of Gold and Silver, as other Mines and Minerals, Precious

Stones, Quarries, and all and fingular other Commodities, Jurifdidions, Royalties,

Priviledges, Franchifes and Preheminences, both within the Laid Tratft of I^and, /

upon the Main, and alfo vv'ithin the Illands andSeas adjoining : Provided always,

that the faid Lands, Iflands, or any the Premifes by the faid Letters Patents in-

tended or meant to be granted, were not then aftually poiTeffcd or inhabited by

any other Chriftian Prince or State, or within the Bounds, Limits oir Territories

of the Southern Colony, then before granted by the faid late Y^Jm^^James thefirfb,

by divers of his Subjeds in the South Parts : To have and to hold, poiTefs anti To hold in
;

enjoy, all and fingular the aforefaid Continent Lands, Territories, IQands, Here- Fee.

ditaments, and Precinfts, 'Seas, AVaters, Fifhings, with all and all' manner of

their Commodities, Royalties, Liberties, Preheminences and Profits- that fhould
' from thenceforth arife from thence, v/ith all and fingular their Appurtenances, and

eveiy Part and Parcel thereof, unto the faid Council, and their Succeflbrs and

Affigns for ever,to the fole and properUfe andBenefit of the fiidCouncil,and their

Succeflbrs andAfligns for ever : To be holden ofhis faid lateMajeftyKing7,^??z« the

firft, hisHeirs andSucceflbrs,as of his Mannor of Eaft Greenivich in the County of

Ke?it, in free and common Sockage, and not in Capite, or by Knights Service :

Yielding and Paying therefore to the faid late King, his Heirs and Succeflrors,the Paying the

fifth Part of the Oar of Gold and Silver, which Ihould from Time to Time, and
^^^ o"\f

at all Times then after happen to be found, gotten, had and obtained, in, at, or q^jj ^^^ sil-

within any of the faid Lantds, Limits, Territories or Precinfts, or in, or within ver.

any Part or Parcel thereof, for or in Refpeft of all and all mannerof Duties, De-
mands and Services whatfoever, to be done, made or paid to the faid late King
James the firft, his Heirs and Succeflbrs (as in and by the faid Letters Patents,

amongft fundry other Claufes, Powers, Priviledges and Grants therein contained,

more at large appeareth : ) and whereas the faid Council eftablifhed at Plymouth

in the County of Devon, for the Planting, Ruling, Ordering and Governing of
New England in America, did by their Deed indented under their Common Seal, That th?

'bearing Date the Nineteenth Day oi March, in the third Year of the Reign of C°""^''^''^'),

Our Royal Grand- Father King Charles vV^ firft, of ever bleflTed Memory, give, ['o°"sifftS
grant, bargain, fell, enfeoff', alien and confirm to Sir HenryRofwell, Sirjohn Toiing, Rofivetl and

Knights, 'Thomas Sonthcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simon Whetcomie, others,

their Heirs and Affigns, and their Affociates for ever, all that Part of iV>u; Eng-
land in America aforefaid, v/hich lies and extends between a great River there, ^^'', °^ ^^"^

commonly called Monomack, alias Merimack, and a certain other River there cal-
cfrt'ain

^

led Charles Rive?; being in a Bottom of a certain Bay there commonly called Bounds,

Majachtifetts,



Majfachufetts, alias Mattachufctts, alias MaJfatufetts^Bay, and alfo all and fingn-

lar thofe Lands and Hereditaments whatfoever, lying within the fpace of three

Englifo Miles on the South Part of the faid Charles River, or of any and every

Part thereof ; and alfo all and fingular the Lands and Hereditaments whatfoever,

lying and being within the fpace of three Englifi Miles to the Southward of the

fouthermoft Part of die faid Bay called the Maffachufetts^zXia.?, Mattachufetts, alias

Majfatufetts-Bay ; and alfo all thofe Lands and Hereditaments whatfoever which
lie and be within the fpace of three Engliflj Miles to the Northward of the faid

River called Manomack alias Merimack, or to the Northward of any and every

Part thereof, and all Lands and Hereditaments whatfoever lying within theLimits
aforefaid North and South in Latitude, and in Breadth, and in Length, andLon-
gitude, of and within all the Breadth aforefaid throughout the Main Lands there

from the Atlantick and Weftern Sea and Ocean on the Eaft Part to the South Sea
on the Weft Part, and all Lands and Grounds, Place and Places, Soil, Woods
and Wood-Grounds, Havens, Ports,Rivers,Waters, Fifhings and Hereditaments

whatfoever, lying v/ithin the faid Bounds and Limits, and every Part and Par-
cel thereof ; and alfo all Iflands lying in America aforefaid, in the faid Seas, or

either of them on the Weftern or Eaftern Coafts or Parts of the faid Trads of
Land, by the faid Indenture mentioned to be given and granted, bargained,

fold, enfeoffed, alien'd and confirmed, or any of them ; and alfo all Mines and
Minerals, as well Royal Mines of Gold and Silver, as other Mines and
Minerals whatfoever in the faid Lands and Premiffes, or any Part thereof, and all

Jurifdiiflions, Rights, Royalties, Liberties, Freedoms, Immunities, Priviledges,

Franchifes, Preheminences and Commodities whatfoever, which they the faid

Council eftablifhed at Plymouth in the County of Devo7t, for the Planting,Ruling,

Ordering and Governing of Nezv England in America, then had, or m,ight ufe,

exercife or enjoy, in or within the faid Lands and Premifes, by the fame Inden-

ture mentioned to be given, granted, bargained, fold, enfeoffed and confirmed,

To hold m ^" oi^ within any Part or Parcel thereof : To have and to hold the faid Part of
Fee. Kew Englandm America, which lies and extends, and is abutted as aforefaid, and

every Part and Parcel thereof ; and all the faid lilands, Ri^rers, Ports, Havens,

Waters, Fifhings, Mines, Minerals, Jurifdidtions, Franchifes, Royalties, Liber-

ties, Priviledges, Commodities, Hereditaments and Premifes whatfoever, with

the Appurtenances, unto the faid Sir Hemy Rofwell, Sir John Toiing, 'Thordas

Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Siraon Whetccmbe, their Heirs and
AlTigns and their Affociates for ever, to the only proper and abfolute Ufe and
Behoof of the faid Sir He7iry Rofivell, Sir Toting, Thomas Southcott, John
Humphreys, JohnEndicott,'~indL Simon JVhetcombe, their Heirs andAffigns and their

Affociates for evermore : To be holden of our faid Royal Grand-father

father King Charles the Firft, his Heirs and Succeffors, as of his Mannor of Eaji

Greenwich in the County of Kent, in free and common Sockage, and not in Capite

paying &c. nor by Nights Service, yielding and paying therefore unto Our faid RoyalGrand-

father, his Heirs and Succeffors, the fifth Part of the Oar of Gold and Silver

which fhould from Time to Time, and at all Times hereafter happen to be

found, gotten, had and obtained in any of the faid Lands within the faid Limits,

or in or within any Part thereof, for and in Satisfaftion of all IVIanner of Duties,

Demands and Services whatfoever, to be done, made or paid to Our faid Royal

Grandfather, his Heirs or Succeffors (as in and by the faid recited Indenture may
ThziKJames more at large appear. And IVhereas Our faid Royal Grandfather in and by his

I. by Letters Letters Patents under the Great Seal of England, bearing Date at Wejtminfier the

fi-^m'd"ros!r"
fourth Day of March, in the fourth Year of his Reign, for ,the Confideration

Hentf Rofweii therein mentioned, did grant and confirm unto the faid Sir Henry Rofivell, Sir

and other*, John Toung, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simon JVhet-

combe, and to their Affociates after named, viz. Sir Ralph Saltonjlall, Knight,

Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Hai-wood,,

Increafe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Natbanael fVright, Samuet

all rhofe Vajjall, Theophiltis Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Brown,
Lands before Smntiel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, IVilliam Vaffall, William Pincheon, and

fhcm^b '°lie
^^°^&^ Foxcroft, their Heirs and Affigns, all the fliid Part of New E^ngland in

C^n^nzA ii^ America, lying and extending between the Bounds and Limits in the faid Inden-

Plymouth. ture expreffed, and all Lands and Grounds, Place and Places, Soils, Woods and

Wood
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Wood Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Waters, Mines, Minerals, Jurifdiclbns,

Rio-hts, Royalties, Liberties, Freedoms, Immunities, Priviledges, Franchiies,

Prelieminences and Hereditaments wliatfoever ; bargained, fold, enfeoffed and

confirmed, or mentioned or intended to be given, granted, bargained, fold, en-

feoffed, aliened and confirmed to them the faid Sir Henry Rof^ell, Sir JohnToung,

'ihomas Soiithcott^ John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simon Whetcombe, then-

Heirs and Affigns, and to their Affociates for ever, by the faid recited Indenture :

To have and to hold the faid Part of New England in America, and other the

Premifes thereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed, and every Part and

Parcel thereof, vv^ith the Appurtenances, to the faid Sir Henry Rofwcll, Sir John

Toung, Sir Richard Saltonftall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott,

Simon Whetcomhe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock,

George Harwood, Increase Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathanael

Wright,Samuel Vajfal, Theophilus Eaton, nomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Brown,

Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins,IVHUam Vajfall, WilliamPincheon,d.nd George Fox-

croft, their Heirs and Affigns forever, to their only proper and abfolute XJfj and

Behoof for evermore : To be holden of our faid Pvoyal Grandfather, his Heirs

and Succeffors, as of his Mannor of Eaji Greenwich aforefaid, in free and com-

mon Sockage, and not in Capite nor by Knights Service ; and alfo yielding and

paying therefore to Our faid Royal Grandfather, his Heirs and Succeffors, the

fifth Part only of all the Oar of Gold and Silver which fromXime to Time and

at all Times after fhould be there gotten, had or obtained, for all Services, Ex-

aftions and Demands whatfoever, according to the Tenor and Refervation in

the faid recited Indenture expreffed. And further Our faid Royal Grandfather

by the faid Letters Patents did give and grant unto the faid Sir Heitry Rofwell,

Sir John Toung, Sir Richard Saltonftall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John

Endicott, Simon Whetcomhe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, Matthew
Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham,

Nathanael Wright, SamuelFaJfall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams,

John Brozvn, Samuel Brozvn, Thomas Hutchins, William FaJJall, William-Pincheon,

and George Foxcroft, their Heirs and Affigns, all dim Part of New England in

America, which lies and extends between a great River called Monomack, alias

Merimack River, and a certain other River there called Charles River,hdng in the

bottom of a certain Bay there commonly calhdMaJfachufetts, zYiasMattachufetts,
g^ n^Jl'^j

alias Maffatufetts-Bay ; and alfo all and fingular thofe Lands and Hereditaments Defcripiiow.

whatfoever, lying within the fpace of three Englijh Miles, on the South Part of

the faid River called Charles River, or of any or every Part thereof ; and alfo

all and fingular the Lands and Hereditaments whatfoever, lying and being within

the fpace of three Englifh Miles to the Southward of the fouthermoft Part of the

faid Bay called Maffachufetts, alias Mattachufetts, alias Maffatufetts-Bay ; and alfo

all thofeLands and Hereditaments whadbcver, which lie and be within the fpace of

three£«f/i/^'Miles to the Northward ofthe faidRiver czS^ad^Monoinack aXis^sMermack,

or to theNorthward of any and everyPart thereof, andallLands and Hereditaments

whatfoever lying within the Limits aforefaid^ North and South in Latitude, and

Breadth, and in Length and Longitude, of and within all the breadth aforefaid

throughout the Main Lands there, from the Alantick.ox Weftern Sea and Ocean
on the Eaft Part, to' the South Sea on theWeft Part ; andallLands andGrounds,

Place and Places, Soils, Woods and Wood-Lands, Havens, Ports,Rivers,Waters

and Hereditaments whatfoever, lying within the faid Bounds and Limits, and
every Part and Parcel thereof ; and alfo all IQands in America aforefaid, in the

faid Seas, or either of them on the Weftern or Eaftern Coafts or Parts of the

faid Tradts of Lands, thereby mentioned to be given and granted, or any of

them ; and all Mines and Minerals, as well Royal Mines of Gold and Silver as

other Mines and Minerals whatfoever in the faid Lands and Prcmifes,or any Part

thereof •, and free Liberty of Fiftiing in or within any of the Rivers and Waters

within the Bounds and Limits aforefaid, and the Seas thereunto adjoining ; and

of all Fifhes, Royal Fifties, Whales, Balene, Sturgeon, and other Fifties of what
Kind or Nature foever, that ftiould at any Time thereafter be taken in or within

the faid Seas or Waters, or any of them, by the faid Sir He:-iry Rofvoell, SxvJohH
7'oung, Sir Richard Saltonftall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys., Jchn En.li :'''•'t,

Simon IVhetcomhe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, MaSihew Cra.'- -

'-
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George HarwocJ, Increafe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, N'athanael

Wright, Samuel Fajfall, Theophilus Eaton, "Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adaras, John
Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William Vajfall, William Pincheon, and
George Foxcroft, their Heirs or Affigns, or by any other Perfon or Perfons what-

foever there inhabiting, by them or any of them to be appointed to fifli therein.

Provided they Provided ahvays,that if the faidLands,I{lands,or any tliePremifes before mentioned,
do not in- and by the faid Letters Patents laft mentioned,intended and meant to be granted,
rrencn on any

^^^^ at theTimeofthe grandngofthe faid formerLettersPatents,dated the thirdDay

ons or Rights, of November, in the Eighteenth Year of the Reign of his late Majefty Kingjawfi
the firft, actually poffeffed or inhabited by any other Chriftian Prince or State, or

were within the Bounds, Limits or Territories of the faid fouthern Colony then

- before granted by the faid King, to be planted by divers of his loving Subjects

in the South Parts oi America, That then the faid Grant of Our faid RoyalGrand-
father fliould not extend to any fuch Parts or Parcels thereof fo formerly inhabited,

or lying within the Bounds of the Southern Plantation as aforefaid. But as to

thofe Parts or Parcels fo poffeffed or inhabited by any fuch Chriftian Prince or

P°„
'" State,or being within theBoundaries aforefaid, fiiould be utterly void : To have and

"'
to hold poffefs and enjoy the faid Parts of New England in America, which lie,

extend, and are abutted as aforefaid, and every Part and Parcel thereof ; and all

the Iflands, Rivers, Ports, Havens, Waters, Filhings, Fifties, Mines, Minerals,

Jurifdiftions, Franchifes, Royalties, Liberdes, Priviledges, Commodides, and

Premifes whatfoever, with the Appurtenances, unto the faid Sir Henry Rofwell,

Sir John Toung, Sir Richard Saltonfiall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John
Endicott, Simon IVhetcomhe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Fen, Matthew
Craddock, George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham,

Nathanael Wright, Samuel Fajfall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Ad,am.s,

-John Brotvn, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William Faffall, William Pincheon,

and George Foxcroft, their Heirs and Affigns for ever : To the only proper

and abfolute Ufe and Behoof of the faid Sir Henry Rofwell, ^k John Toung, Sir

Richard Saltonfiall, Thomas Southcott, John Hiimphreys,JohnEndicott, Simond Whet-

combe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfy, John Fen, Matthew Craddock, George Har-

wood, Increafe Noivell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathanael Wright,

Samuel Faffall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe,Thomas Adams, John Brown,Samuel

Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William Faffall, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft,

their Heirs andAffigns for evermore : To be holden of Our faid Royal Grand-

father, hisHeIrs and Succeffors, as of his Mannor of Eafl Greenwich in theCounty

of Kent, within the Realm of England,, in free and common Sockage, and not in

paying Sic. Capite nor by Knights Service : And alfo yielding and paying therefore to Our
faid Royal Grandfather, his Fleirs and Succeffors, the fifth Part only of all the

Oar of Gold and Silver vdilch from'Time to Time and at all Times hereafter,

ftiould be gotten, had or obtained for all Services, Exaftions and Demands what-

foever. Provided always, and His Majefties exprefsWill and meaning was,^ that

only one fifth Part of all the Gold and Silver Oar abovementioned in the v/liole,

and no more ftiould be anfwered, referved or payable untoOur faid Royal Grand-

father, his Heirs and Succeffors, by Colour or Vertue of the faid laft mentioned

Letters Patents, the double Refervations or Recitals aforefaid, any Thing therein

And made contained notwithftanding. And to the End that the Affairs and Bufinefs which
them a Body from Time to Time fliould happen and arife concerning the faid Lands, and the
politic. Plantadons of the fame, might be the better managed and ordered, and for the

good Government thereof, Our faid Royal GrandfatherKing Charles the firft, did

by his faid Letters Patents create and make the faid Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John

Young, Sir Richard Saltonfiall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott

Simon Whetcombe, Ifaac Johnfon, Samuel Alderfey, John Fen, Matthew CradJock,

George Harwood, Increafe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathanael

Wright, Samuel Faffall, and Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John

Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William FaJJall, William Pincheon, and

George Foxcroft, and all fuch others as fliouId thereafter be admitted and made
free of the Company and Society therein after mentioned, one Body polidque

and corporate in Fa6l , and Name, by the Name of the Governour and Company
of the MaffachufettS'Bay in New England, and did grant unto them and their

Succeffors divers Powers, Liberties and Priviledges, as in and by the faid Letter--

Parents
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Patents may more fully and at large appear. And, Whereas the {£d Cover- Wliereupon

nour and Company of the MaJJachufetts-Bay in Ne'x-England, by Vertue of the
^qI^^"^1^^^ ,^

faid Letters Patents did fettle a Colony ofthe £;?g-/i/7^ inthefaidPartsof ^/jzmr^, became ""ver/

and divers good Subjefts of this Kingdom, encouraged and invited by the faid iiopuloui.

Letters Patents, did Tranfport themfelves and their Effedts into the fame,

whereby the faid Plantation did become very populous, and divers Counties,

Towns and Places, were created, eredled, made, fet forth, or defigned within

the faid Parts of Jmerica, by the faid Governour and Company for the Time
being : And whereas in the Term of the Holy trinity, in the thirty fixth Year That in 16S4.

of the Reign of our deareft Uncle King Charles the Second, a Judgment was
"J-

' /^
*-'°i"'i^

given in Our Couxt oi Chancery then fitting at ^^»?/»/?(?r, upon a Writ of judgment

Scire facias, brought and profecuted in the faid Court againft the Governour wasgivemhac

and Company of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, that the faid Letters ']>°'= Letters

Patents of Our faid Royal Grand-Father King Charles the Firft, bearing Date
jj^^'o^jb^car.-

at Weftminfter the 4th Day oi March, in the fourth Year of his Reign, made celled vacated

and granted to the faid Governour and Company of the MaJfachufetts-Bay in andannihilat-

New-England, and the Enrollment of the fame, fhould be cancelled vacated and
u'''^"'|,|^°"'{fj

annihilated, and fhould be brought into the laid Court to be cancelled, ( as in ^^^^ Cou"r"t^fo

and by the faid Judgment remaining upon Record in the faid Court doth more be cancelled.

at large appear ; ) And whereas feveral Perfons employed as Agents in behalf

of Our faid Colony of the MaJfachufetts-Bay in New-England, have made their

liumble Application unto us. That We would be gracioudy pleafed by Our The Agenti

Royal Charter to incorporate Our Subjects in Our laid Colony, and to grant °
pj|i,i^ne°d

and confirm unto them fuch Powers, Priviledges and Franchizes as in Our to be re ia-

Royal Wifdom, fhould be thought moft conducing to Our Interefl and Service, corporated.

and to the Welfare and happy State of Our Subjedls in New-England : And
iWe being gracioudy pleafed to gratify Our faid Subjefts ; and alfo to the End
Our good Subjedls within Our Colony of New-Plymouth in New-England afore-

faid, may be brought under fuch a Form of Government, as may put them in

a better Condition of Defence, and cuun«lor;-na as well the granting unto them
as unto Our Subjedls in the faid Colony of the Majjacbujeu^-Day Our Royal
Charter, with reafonable Powers and Priviledges, will much tend not only to

the fafety, but to the flourifhing Eftate of Our Subjedls in the faid Parts of

New-England., and alfo to the advancing of the Ends for which the faid Plan-

tations were at firft encouraged ; of Our fpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, and y- ^ _,

meerMotion,have willed and ordained,and We do by thefe Prefents forUs,Our q'Mary unite

Heirs and SuccefTors Will and Ordain, That the Territories and Colonies com- tne mjfachu.

monly called or known by the Names of the Colony of the MaJfachufetts-Bay, /•"' New-Piy-

and Colony of New-Plymouth, the Province of M?/;/, theTerritory called ^cc^i^,
p°o'Jnc"c^ ^'f

or Nova-Scotia ; and all that Tradl of Land lying between the faid Territories ^ain SiNova-

of Nova-Scotia, and the faid Province of Main, be eredled, united and incor- Scotia &c. into

porated : And We do by thefe Prefents unite, eredl and incorporate the fame °^'^ ''^^^ ^^^'

into one Real Province by the Name of Our Province of the MaJfachufetts-

Bay in New-England ; and of Our efpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, and meer

Motion, We have given and granted, and by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our .,

Heirs and SuccefTors, do give and grant unto Our good Subjedls, thelnhabitants ^"'^^''^"V?

of Our faid Province or Territory of the MaJfachufetts-Bay, and their SuccefTors, '^^^^ airthVe
all that Part of New-England in America, lying and extending from the great Lands herein

River commonly called Monomack, alias Merim.ack, on theNorth Part, and from bounded and

three Miles Northward of the faid River to the Atlantick or Weftern Sea or dcfctibed.

Ocean on the South Part, and all theLands and Hereditaments whatfoever lying

within the Limits aforefaid, and extending as far as the outermofl Points or Pro-

montories of Land called Cape-Cod, and Cape Malabar North and South, and

inLatitude,Breadth, andin Length and Longitude, of and within all theBaredth .. '.Si

and Compafs aforefaid throughout the main Land there, from the faid Athntick

or Weftern Sea, and Ocean on the Eaft Part towards the South Sea, or Weft-
ward as far as our Colonies of Rhode-Ifland, Connc^iciit, and the Narraganfett

Country : And alfo all that Part and Portion of main Land, beginning at the

Entrance of Pifcataway Harbour, and fo to pafs up the fame into the River of

Newichwannock, and through the fame into the furtheft Head thereof, and

from thence North-Weftward, till one hundred and twenty Miles be finifhed,

and
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and from Pifcataway Harbour Mouth aforefaid North-Eaflward along the Sea

Coaft to Sagadehock, and from the Period of one hundred and twenty Miles a-

forefaid to crofs over Land to the one hundred and tv/enty Miles before reckon.--

ed up into the Land from Pifcataway Harbour through Newichwannock River,

and alfo the North half of the Ides of Shoals, together with the Ifles of Capa-

wocky and Nantuckett near Cape-Cod aforefaid, and alfoLands andHereditaments

lying and being in the Country and Territory commonly called Accadia, or

Nova-Scotia, and all thofe Lands and Hereditaments lying and extending be-

tween the faid Country or Territory of Nova-Scotia, and the faid River oiSaga-

dehock,ox any Part thereof j and all Lands, Grounds, Places, Soils, Woods and
Wood-Grounds, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Waters, and other Hereditaments and
Premifes whatfoever, lying within the faid Bounds and Limits aforefaid, and
every Part and Parcel thereof : And alfo all Iflands and lilets lying within ten

Leagues dire6tly oppofite to the main Land within the faid Bounds : And all

Mines and Minerals, as well Royal Mines of Gold and Silver, as other Mines
and Minerals whatfoever in the faid Lands and Premifes, or any Part thereof.

To hold in 2o have and to hold, the faid Territories, Tra£i;s,jCeantries, Lands, Heredita-

Fcc. ments, and all and Angular other the Premifes, with their and every of their

Appurtenants to our faid Subjefts the Inhabitants of our faid Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, and their Succeffors to their only proper

Ufe and Behoof for evermore, 'To be holden of Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors,

as of our Mannor of Eaft-Greenwich, in the County of Kent, by Fealty only in
Paying,&c. free and common Sockage : Yielding and paying therefore yearly to Us, Our

Heirs and Succeffors, the fifth Part of all Gold and Silver Oar, and Precious

Stones which Ihall from time to time, and at all Times hereafter, happen to

be found, gotten had and obtained in any of the faid Lands and Premifes,

All Landi, or within any Part thereof: Provided neverthelefs, and we do for Us, Our
Heredita=. Heirs and Succeffors grant and ordain, that all and every fuch Lands, Tene-

fo?merlB
"^^"^^ ^'^^ Hereditaments, and all other Eftates, which any Perfon or Perfons,

granted to Of Bodies Politick, or Corporate, Towns, Villages, Colleges or Schools, do hold

any Town, and enjoy,or ought to hold and enjoy, within the Bounds aforefaid, by or under
College, or any Grant or Eftate duly made or granted by any General Court formerly

L^earnint^^
held. Or by Virtue of the Letters Patents herein before recited, or by any other

confirm'd*. Lawful Right or Title whatfoever, fhall be by fuch Perfon and Perfons, Bodies

Politick and Coporate, Towns, Villages, Colleges, or Schools, their refpediive

Heirs, Succeffors and Affigns for ever, hereafter held and enjoyed, according

to the purport and intent of fuch refpeftive Grant, under and fubjefl; never-

thelefs to the Rents and Services thereby referved or made payable, any Matter

A faving for OrThing whatfoever to the contrary notwithftanding. Andprovided alfo. That
Samuel Men'I nothing herein contained Ihall extend, or be underftood or taken, to impeach

^""*
or prejudice any Right, Title, Intereft or Demand, which Samuel Allen o^ Lon-
don, Merchant, claiming from and under John Mafon, Efq; deceafed, or any

other Perfon or Perfons, hath or have, or claimeth to have, hold or enjoy, of,

into, or out of any Part or Parts of the Premifes fituate within the Limits a-

bove mentioned : But that the faid Samuel Allen, and all and every fuch Perfon

g and Perfons, may and fhall have, hold and enjoy the fame in fuch Manner

Conveyances {^'^^ "° Other than) as if thefe Prefents had not been had Or made. It being

not prejudi- our further Will and Pleafure, That no Grants or Conveyances of any Lands,
ced for want Tenements or Hereditaments to any Towns, Colleges, Schools of Learning or

"'''"
. to any private Perfon or Perfons, fhall be judged or taken, to be avoided or

that there prejudiced, for, or by Reafon of any want or defeft of Form, but that the

fhall be a fame ftand and remain in force, and be maintained and adjudged,andhaveefTed:
Governour, in the fame Manner as the fame fhould or ought before the Time of the faid re-

noraii^'ecrc"-
citedJudgment,according to theLav/s andRules then and there ufually praftifed

tary appoint- and allowed. And we do further, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, will, efta-

ed by the blifh and ordain. That from henceforth for ever there fhall be one Governour ;

King- one Lieutenant, or Deputy-Governour ; and one Secretary of Our faid Pro-

Eight and vince or Territory, to be from time to time Appointed and Commiffionated by
Twenty Us, OurHeirs and Succeffors ; and eight and twenty Affiftants, orCouncellors,

to°brchofen ^^ ^^ advifing and affifling to theGovernour of Our faid Province or Territoiy

as hereafter fof the Time being, as by thefe Prefents is hereafter direfted and appointed :

H cxpcelt. Which
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Which faid Counfellors or Affiftants are to be conftituted, eleded arid chofen

in fuch Form and Manner as hereafter in thefe Prefents is expreffed. Ami for

the better Execution of Our Royal Pleafure and Grant in this behalf. We do

by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, nominate, ordain, make

and conftitute Our trufty and well-beloved Simon Broadjireet, John Richards, The Namsj

Nathanael Saltonftall, Wait Winthrop, John Phillips, James RziJ[eU,Sm}melSe--dvall, of che firft

Samuel Appleton,Bartholomeiv Gedney, John Haizthorn, Elidoa Hutchinfon^Robert ^ °|^'fl-iQg°n?j

Pike, Jonathan Curivin, John JoUiffe, Adam Winthrop, Richard Middlccot, John

JFoJier, Peter Serjeant, JoJephLynd, SamuelHeyman, StephenMafon, nomasHinkley,

William Bradford, John Walley, BarnabasLothrop, Job Alcot, Samuel Daniel,a.nd

Silvanus Davis, Efqrs; the firft and prefent Counfellors or Affiftants of Our faid -^a continue

Province ; to continue in their faid refpective Offices or Trufts of Counfellors until May,

or Affiftants until the laft Wednesday in May, which fhall be in the Year of Our '.i59^ anti ""•

Lord one Thoufand fixHundred ninety and three,and undl other Counfellors or
r'hofen'"

^^^

Affiiftants fhall be chofen and appointed in their ftead, in fuch Manner as in

thefe Prefents is expreffed. And we do further by thefe Prefents conftitute and Secretary

appoint Our trufty and well-beloved Ifaac Addington, Efq-, to be Our firft and appointed,

prefent Secretary of Our faid Province, during Our Pleafure. And Our Will '^^^ Gover-

andPleafure is. That the Governour ofOur faidProvince for the time being,fhall ""mbk^^the"
have Authority, from dme to time, at his Difcretion, to aftemble and call together Counfcilors&

the CounfeUors or Affiftants, of Our faid Province for the dme being: And that with feven

the faid Governour, with the faid Affiftants or Counfellors or feven of them at ''.°"^ ^ C.oan»

the leaft, ftiall and may from dme to dme hold and keep aCouncil for the order- ' '^ General
ing and diredlingthe Affairs of Our faidProvince. And further. We will, and Court to hs

by thefe Prefents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, do ordain and grant, that held the kft

there fhall and may be convened, held and kept by the Governour for the time
^^''"a^^'oali"

being,upon every h.diWed7tefday in the Month ofMrty,every Year, forever, and &(._

at all fuch other times as the Governour ofOur faid Province lliall think fit and To confift oi

appoint, a Great and General Court or Affembly ; which faid Great and General '^e Gover-

Court or Affembly fhall confift of the Governour and Council or Affiftants for
^"d'f.fhFrTe.

the time being ; and of fuch Freeholders of Our faid Province or Tcrntory as holders a»'

Ihall be from dme to time eledted or deputed by the major Part oftheFreehol- fhall be elcc-

ders, and other Inhabitants of the refpedive Towns or Places who fhall be pre- '^<1 f° ""epre-

fent at fuch EleiSlions ; each of the faid Towns and Places being hereby im- /"^/y^^
^^''

powered to eleft and depute two Perfons and no more to ferve for and repre- Towns,

fent them refpeftively in the faid Great and General Court or Affembly. To Each Town

which Great and General Court or Affembly to be held as aforefaid. We do may cleft tuo

hereby, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, give and grant foil Power and Au-
thority from time to time to direft, appoint and declare what Number each

County, Town and Place fhall eledl and depute to ferve for, and reprefent them
refpeflively in the faid Great and General Court orAffembly. Provided always, Qiialification

That no Freeholder,or other Perfon,fhall have a Vote in the Eledion of Mem- otiheEieaor*

bers to ferve in any Great and General Court or Affembly to be held as afore-

faid, who at the time of fuch Eledtion fhall not have an Eftate of Freehold in

Land within Our faid Province or Territory, to theValue oi Forty Shillings, per

Annum at the leaft -, or other Eftate to theValue of Forty Pounds Sterling : And
that every Perfon who fhall be fo elefted, fliall, before he fit or aft in the faid

Great and General Court or Affembly, take the Oaths mentioned in an A£t of
Parliament made in the firft Year of Our Reign, Entided, An A£l for abroga-

ting oftheOaths of Allegiance andSupremacy, and appointing otherOaths, and there-
^^/n'^

'°^
by appointed to be taken inftead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy : the Repccfen-

And fliall make, repeat and fubfcribe theDecIaration mentioned in the faid Aft, tativcs,

before the Governour and Lieutenant or Deputy Governour, or any two of the

Affiftants for the time being, who fhall be thereunto authorized and appointed

by Our faidGovernour. And that the Governour for the time being ffiall have xhe Cover,
full Power and Authority from time to time, as he fhall judge neceffaiy, to ad- nour to Ad-

journ, prorogue and diffolve all Great and General Courts or Affemblies met ]°^^^> P"""-

and conven'd as aforefaid. And Our Will and Pleafure is, and v/e do hereby,
offfo'iye^" jhe

for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, grant eftablifh and ordain, that yearly, once GcneralCouft
in every Year for ever hereafter, the aforefaid Number of eight and twentyCoun-
fellors or Affiftants fhall be by the General Court or Affembly newly cliofen ;

1'hat is to fay, Eighteen at leaft of the Inhabitants of, or Proprietor? of Lands
B within
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TheCoun- within the Territory formerly called the Colony of die I^Jlaffachufem-Bay ; and

chofen '°aH^
^°"'' ^'' ^^ '^^^ °^ '''^^ Inhabitants of, or Proprietors of Lands within the Ter-

and ^"dieir
^ "tory formerly called New-Plymouth ; and three at the leaft of the Inhabitants

'Qualification, of, or Proprietors of Lands within the Territory formerly called the Province of
Main ; and One at the leaft of the Inhabitants of, or Proprietors of Land within

the Territory lying between the River of Sagadehock and Nova-Scotia. And
that the faid Counfellors or Affiftants or any of them, fhall or may at any time
hereafterbe removed or difplaced from their refpedivePlaces orTruft of Coun-
fellors orAffiftants by anyGreat or General Court or Affembly ; and that if any

To be fup. of the faid Counfellors or Affiftants fhall happen to die, or be removed, as a-
plyed upon

forefaid, before the general Day of Election, that then, and in every fuch Cafe,

the Great and General Court or Affembly, at their firft fitting may proceed to

a new Ele£tion of one or more Counfellors or Affiftants, in the Room or Place

of fuch Counfellors or Affiftants fo dying or removed. And We do further

grant and ordain. That it fhall and may be lawful for the faidGovernour,with

the Advice and Confent of the Council or Affiftants, from time to time, to

Tut^ges, She-
nominate and appoint Judges, Commiffioners of Oyer a.nd Terminer, Sherifi^,

riffs, Juftices, Provofts,Marflials, Juftices of the Peace', and other Officers, to OurCouncil and
lobe appoint, Courts of Juftice belonging. Provided always, that no fuch Nomination or
^'^'^' Appointment of Officers be made wlthoutNotice firft given, orSummons iffued

out feven Days before fuch Nomination or Appointment, unto fuch of the

faid Counfellors or Affiftants as fhall be at that time refiding within Our faid

Province. And Our Will and Pleafure is. That theGovernour, and Lieutenant

Lieu'tenant'^''
°'" Deputy-Govemour and Counfellors or Affiftants for the time being, and all

GoTcrnour, Other Officers to be appointed or chofen, as aforefaid, fhall, before the undertak-
CounfeIIors& ing the Execution oftheir Offices and Places refpeftively, take their feveral and

r'o'^Ta^-^^h" ''^^P^'^''^^ Oaths for the due and faithful Performance of their Duties in their

Oaths &C. feveral and refpe6live Offices and Places -, and alfo the Oaths appointed by the

faid Aft of Parliament made in the firft Year of OurReign, to be taken, inftead

of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ; and fhall make, repeat and fub-

Beforewhoin. fcribe the Declaration mentioned in the iaid Aft, before fuch Perfon or Perfons

as are by tliefe Prefents herein after appointed : (That is to fay,) TheGovernour
of OurfaidProvince orTerritory, for the time being,fhall take thefaidOaths,and

make, repeat and fubfcribe the fiidDeclaration before the Lieutenant or Deputy-

Governour •, or, in his Abfence, before any two or more of the faid Perfons hereby

nominated and appointed the prefent Counfellors or Affiftants of Our faid Pro-

vince or Territory, to whom We do by thefe Prefents give full Power and Au-
thority to give and adminifter the fame toOur faidGovernour accordingly. And
after Our faid Governour fliall be Sworn, and ftiallhave fubfcribed the faid De-
claration, that then Our Lieutenant or Deputy-Govemour for the time being,and

the Counfellors 'or Affiftants before by thefe Prefents nominated and appointed,

fhall take the laid Oaths, and make, repeat and fubfcribe the faid Declaration

before Our faid Governour :. And that every fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall (at

any time ofthe annual Eleftions, or otherwife upon Death or Removal) be ap-

pointed to be the new Counfellors or Affiftants, and all other Officers to be here-

after chofen from time to time, fhall take the Oaths to their refpeftive Offices

and Places belonging ; and alfo the faid Oaths appointed by the faid Aft of

Parliament, to be taken inftead of the Oaths of Allegiance andSupremacy •, and
fhall make, repeat and fubfcribe the Declaration mentioned in the faid Aft-, be-

fore the Governour, or Lieutenant or Deputy-Govemour, or any two or more
Counfellors or Affiftants ; or fuch other Perfon or Perfons as fliall be appointed

thereunto by the Governour for the time being : To whom we do therefore by

thefe Prefents give full Power and Authority from time to time, to give and ad-

ffiinifter the fame refpeftively, according to Our true meaning herein before de-

clared, without anyCommiffion or furtherWarrant,to be had and obtained from

Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors in that behalf And Our Will andPleafure is,and

-'We do hereby require and command, I'hat all and every Perfon and Perfons

hereafter byUs,Our ITeirs andSucceffors,nominated and appointed to the refpec-

tive Offices. of Governour,oiLicutenant orDcpucy-Governour, and Secretary of

Our faid Province or Territory (which laid Governour, or Lieutenant, or Deputy

Governour, and Secretary of Our faid Province or Territory for the time being.

We. do hereby referve full Power and Authority, to Us, Our Fleirs and Suc-
'

'
' »

•

•

Gsffors,
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cefTors, to nominate and appoint accordingly) fliall before he or t!iey be ad-

mitted to the Execution of their refpeftive Offices, take as -well the Oath for

the due and faithful Performance ofthe iliid Offices refpeiftively, asalfo the Oaths

appointed by the faidAifl of Parliament, made in the faid firfuYearof OurReign,

to be taken mftead of the faid Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ; and' fhall

alfo make, repeat and fubfcribe the Declaration appointed by the faid Aft in

fuch Manner, and before fuchPerfons as aforefaid. And further Our Will and ycrCnm Birn

Pleafure is, and We do hereby for Us, OurHeirs andSucceflbrs, grant,efl:ablini '" Kcw-Er.g-

and ordain, that all and every of the Subjefts of Us, OurHeirs and Succeflbrs, '^\^^p\°,,\\Z^^

which fhall go to and inhabit within Our faid Province and Territory,and every of natural

of their Children which fhall happen to be born there, or on the Seas in going Subjcas of

thither, or returning from thence, fhall have and enjoy, all Liberties and Immu- E^ngland.

nities of free and naturalSubjcfts within any of theDominions of Us, OurHeirs

and Succeflbrs, to all Intents, Conftruftions and Purpofes Vv^hatfoever, as if they

and every of them were born within this Our Realm o^ England. And for the Lib-rty of

greater Eafeand Encouragement of Our loving Subjefts inhabitingOurfaid Pro- Confcience

vincc or Territory of the Majfachufetts-Bay, and of fuch as fhall come to inhabit ro be gramed
to all Chnrti-

except
there,We do by thefePrefents,for Us,OurHeirsandSucce{rors,grant,eftablifli and

ordain, that for ever hereafter there fliall be a Liberty of Confcience allowed in papifls

the Worfliip of Go d to all Chriftians (exceptPapifls) inhabiting or which iTiall

inhabit or be reiident within Our faid Province or Territory. And We do Governor &c.

hereby grant and ordain. That the Governour, orLieutenant, or Deputy-Gover- '° admwiilec

nour of Our faid Province or Territory, for the time being, or either of them, 'Jptedtonie

or any two or more of the Council or AfTiftants for the time being, as fhall be inhabitants,

thereunto appointed by the faid Governour, fhall and may at all times, and from

time to time hereafter, have full Power and Authority to adminifler and give

the Oaths appointed by the faid Aft of Parliament, made in the firft Year of

Oiir Reign, to be taken infteadof the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, to

all and every Perfon and Perfons which are now inhabiting or refiding within

Our faid Province or Territory, or which fliall at any time or times hereafter go

or pafs thither. And We do of Our furtherGrace, certain Knowledge and meer The Gcoeral

Motion, grant, eftablifh and ordain, for Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, that the Court impow-

Greatand General Court or AfTembly of Our faid Province orTerritoryfor the ^^^ '" "^^
time being, convened as aforefaid, fhall for ever have full Power and Authority and'couriof

to ereft and conftitute Judicatories and Courts of Record, or other Courts, to Record, &c.

be held in the Name of Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors -, for the hearing, trying

and determining of all Manner of Crimes,Offences, Pleas, Proceffes, Plaints,

Aftions, Matters, Caufes and Things whatfoever, arifing or happening within

Our faid Province orTerritory -, or betweenPerfons inhabiting or refiding there

;

whether the fame be criminal or civil, and whether the faid Crimes be capital

or not capital, and whether the faid Places be real, perfonal or mixt ; and for the

awarding and making out of Execution thereupon : To which Courts and Ju-

dicatories, We do hereby, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflbrs, give and grant full

Power andAuthority,from time to time to adminifterOaths for the better difco-

very of Truth in any Matter in Controverfy or depending before them. And Governoar

We do for Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, grant, eftablifli and ordain, that the w_iththeCoun-

Governour of Our faid Province or Territory for thetimebeing,with theCoun-
[^hcP oba't^of

cil or AlTiftants, may do, execute or perform all that is neceflary fortheProbate wills, and
of Wills, and granting of Adminiftrations for touching or concerning any In- graminp Ad"

terefts or Eftate which any Perfon or Perfons fhall have within our faidProvince miniftrations,

or Territory : And whereas We judge it necelTary, that all Our Subjefts fhould

have Liberty to appeal to Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, in Cafes that may de-

ferve the fame. We do by thefe Prefents ordain, that in Cafe either Party fhall

not reft fatisfied with the Judgment or Sentence of any Judicatories or Courts

within Our faid Province or Territory in any perfonalAftion, wherein the Mat-
ter in Difference exceed die Value oi' three hundred Pounds SterlinQ, that then he

^y^f^^-„'
•"

or they may appeal to Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, in Our or their Privy fo^ie Perfo-

Council. Provided, Such Appeal be made within fourteen Days after theSen- nal Aaions,

tence or Judgment given ; and that before fuch Appeal be allowed. Security-

be given by the Party or Parties appealing, in the Value of the Matter in Dif-

ference.topay or anfvver theOebt orDamages for the whichJudgment orSentence

is given, with fuch Cofts andDamages as fhall be awarded by Us, OurHeirs or

B 2 SuccefTors,
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nofTb
'°" SuccefTors, In Cafe the Judgment or Sentence be affirmed : And Provided alfo,

flaid!**
^ '^^''^'- ""^ Execution fhall be ftaid or lufpended, by Reafon of fuch Appeal unto

Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, in Our or their Privy Council ; fo as the Party
fueing or taking out Execution, do in the like Manner give Security to the
Value of the Matter in Difference, to make Reftitution in Cafe the faid Judg-

The General "^^ft or Sentence be reverfed or annulled upon the faid Appeal. And We do
Court has further, for Us, Our Fleirs and SuccefTors, give and grant to thefaidGovernour,

mT'^ L ^""^ ^^'^ Great and GeneralCourt orAfTembly oi'Our faid Province or Territory,

ITo^t repugnrnt' ^^^^ "^^e time being, fullPower andAuthority, from time to time,to make,ordain
to the Laws and eflablifli all-Manner ofwhoHbme and reafonable Orders,Laws, Statutes and
ol' England. Ordinances, Direftions and Inftruclions either withPenalties or without f'fo as tlie

fame be not repugnant or contrary to the Laws of this Our Realm ol England

)

as they fliall judge to be for the Good and Welfare of Our faidProvince orTer-
ritory, and for the Government and ordering thereof, and of the People inhabi-

ting, or who fliall inhabit the fame -, and for the necefTary Support andDefence
Tc name and of the Government thereof. And We do for Us, Our Heirs and SuccelTors,
fettle civil gjve and grant, that the faid General Court orAfTembly, fhall have full Power

ct^T^&c
'^^' ^^^ Authority, to name and fettle annually all Civil Officers within the faid Pro-

vince, fuch Officers excepted, theEledlion and Conftitution ofwhom We have

by thefe Prefents referved to Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, or to theGovernour

of Our faid Province for the time being ; and to fet forth the feveral Duties,

Powers and Limits of every fuch Officer to be appointed by the faid General

Court or AfTembly ; and the Forms of fuch Oaths not repugnant to the Laws
and Statutes of this Our Realm of England, as fhall be refpeftively adminiflred

To impofe
^'^^'^ x!^tm. for the Execution of their feveral Offices and Places ; and alfo to

Finci &c. impofe Fines, Mulfts, Imprifonments, and other Punifliments ; and to impofe
And Taxes to and levy proportionable and reafonable AlTefsments, Rates and Taxes, upon
"^

Warrln
^^ Eftates and Perlbns of all and every the Proprietors or Inhabitants of Our

from th^Gc- ^^id Province or Territory, to be ifTued and difpofed of by Warrant under the

vcrHour and Hand of the Governour of Our faid Province for the time being, with the Ad-
Council. vice and Confent of the Council, for Our Service in the necefTary Defence and

Support of Our Government of Our faid Province or Territory, and the Pro-

tection and Prefervation of the Inhabitants there, according to fuch Ads as

are or ffiall be in Force within Our faid Province ; and to difpofe of Matters

and Things whereby Our Subjects, Inhabitants of Our faid Province may be

To promote religioufly, peaceably and civilly governed, protefted and defended -, fo as their

Religion and good Life and orderly Converfation may win the Indians, Natives ofthe Coun-

fnd'^tlTe'^Con ""^T'
^^ ^^^^ Knowledge andObedience of the only true God andSaviourofMan-

verfion of the kind, and the Chriftian Faith, which His Royal Majefty OurRoyalGrandfather

hdiam. King Charles the firft, in His faid Letters Patents declared was His Royal In-

tendon, and the Adventurers free Profeffion to be the principalEnd of irhe faid

Plantation. And for the better fecuring and maintainingLiberty of Confcience

hereby granted to all Perfons, at any time being and refiding within Our faid

Province orTerritoryasaforefaid,willing,commanding and requiring,and by thefe

Prefents for Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, ordaining and appoindng that all

fuch Orders, Laws, Statutes and Ordinances, Inflruftions and Directions as fhall

be fo made and publllhed under OurSeal of Our faidProvince orTerritory,fhali

be carefully and duly obfcrved, kept and performed, and put in Execution ac-

cording to the tme Intent and Meaning of thefe Prefents. Provided always.

The Cover- And We do by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, eftabilli and
nour to have ordain, that in the framing and paffing ofall fuch Orders, Laws, Statutes and

Voi'ce"^fn"al'l
Ordinances, and in all F:ieaions and Ad:s of Government whatfoever, to be

Eleaicn. and pafTed, made or done by the faid General Court orAfTembly, or in Council,the

Afts of Go- Governour of Our faid Province or Territory of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-
vernment. England for the time being, fhall have the negative Voice ; and that without

his Confent or Approbation fignified and declared in writing, no fuch Orders,

Laws, Statutes, Ordinances, Eledions, or other AcSs of Government v/hatfo-

ever, fo to be made, paff^^d or done by the faid GeneralAlTembly or inCoiinciJ,

Lawi to be fhall be of any Force, EfTcft or Validity ; any Thing herein contained to the

Tent ro Eng- contrary in any wife notwithftanding. And We do for Us, Our FIcii-s and

Roy'al Appro^ SuccclTors, eftabllffi and ordain, diat rhe laid Orders, .l.aws. Statutes and Ordi-

baiion, nances, be by the firft Opportunity after the nuking tirereof,fent or traniinitted

unto
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unto Us, Our Heirs and SuCcelTors, under the publick Sea!, to be appointed by }f noc

Us, for Our or tlieir Approbation orDifallowance. And that inCafe all or any ^-''f i'""?*

of them fhall at any time within the fpace of three Years, next after the fame y^^'s to'^be

fhall have been prefented to Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, inOur or their Privy in Foicc umil

CounciJ, be difallowed and rejected, andfo fignified by Us, OurHeirs and Sue- repealed hv

ceflbrs under Our or their Sign Manual and Signet ; or by, or in Our or their '^^^J^|^"*"^
Privy Council, unto the Governour for the time being, then fuch and fo many

of them as fliall be fo diiallovved and rejected, fiiall thenceforth ceafe and

determine,and become utterly void and of none EfFeft. Provided always,Tha.t

in Cafe, We, Our Heirs or Succeflbrs, fhall not within theTerm of three Years

after the prefenting of fuch Orders, Laws, Statutes or Ordinances, as aforefaid,

fignifyOur orTheirDifallowance of the fame, then the faidOrders,Laws,Statutes

or Ordinances, fhall be and continue in full Force and Effed, according to the

true Intent and Meaning of the fame, until the Expiration thereof, or that the

fame fhall be repealed, by the General Aflembly of Our laid Province for the

time being. Provided aljo. That it fhall and maybe lawful for the faid Gover- xhc General

nour and General Aflfembly, to make or pafs any Grant of Lands lying within Court has

ighthave done by Virtue of any former Charter or Letters Patents •, which y,,^j„yf(,j_p/^.

Grants of Lands within the Bounds aforefaid. We do hereby will and ordain to nwMh, or the

be and continue for ever of full Force and EfFeft, without Our furtherApproba- Pro''inc= of

tion or Confent. And fo as neverthelefs, and it is Our Royal Will and Pleafure, '

Q^a^ts of

that no Grant or Grants of any Lands lying or extending from the River o^ Sd- Land be-

gadehock to th.tGu\Yih.oi St. Laurence 2i.n6. Canada Rivers, and to the Main t^vcen 9^?^.

Sea Northward and Eaftward, to be made or paft by theGovernour andGeneral
'^^^'"^^J^"^^.^

Aflembly of Our faid Province, be of any Force, Validity or EfFeft, until We, ,„' j^^^^ ^h?

Our Heirs and Succeflbrs, fhall have fignified Our or Their Approbation of the Royal Appro-

fame. And we do by thefe Prefcnts for Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, grant, batlon.

eftablifh and ordain, that the Governour of Our faid Province or Territory for
^^^^

^°^m-
the time being, fhall have full Power by himfelf, or by any Chief Commander, mTnV°the""'
or other Officer orOfEcers, to be appointed by him from time to time, to train, Milida,

inftruft, exercife and govern the Militia there ; and for the fpecial Defence and

Safety ofOur faid Province orTerritory, to aflemble in Martial Array, and put

in Warlike Pofture the Inhabitants of Our. faid Province or Territory, and to

lead and conduft them, and with them to encounter, expulfe, repel, refifl and

purfue by Force of Arms, as well by Sea as by Land, within or without the

Limits of Our faid Province or Territory, and alfo to kill, flay, deftroy and

conquer, by all fitting Ways, Enterprizes and Means whatfoever, all and every

fuch Perfon and Perfons as fhall at any time hereafter attempt or enterprize the

Deftrudlion, Invafion,Detriment or Annoyance of Our faid Province or Terri-

tory ; and to ufe and exercife the Law Martial in time of aftual War, Invafion
j,^ ^^^^ ^^^

or Rebellion, as' Occafion fhall neceffarily require ; and alfo from time to time demolifii

to ereft Forts, and to fortify any Places or Places within Our faid Province or Forts, &c,

Territory, and the fame to furnifh with all neceffary Ammunidon, Provifion

and Stores of War, for Offence or Defence, and to commit from time to time,

the Cuflody and Government of the fame, to fuch Perfon or Perfons as to him
fhall feem meet ; and the faid Forts and Fordficadons to demolifh at his Plea-

fure, and to take and furprize by allWays and Means whatfoever, all and every

&ch Perfon or Perfons with their Ships, Arms, Ammunition, and other Goods,

as fhall in a hoftllc Manner invade, or attempt the invading, conquering or an-

noying of Our faid Province or Territory. Provided always, and We do by js[or ro tran^

thefe Prefencs, for Us, OurHeirs andSuccefrors,grant, eftablifh and ordain,That fport any Per-

the faid Governour fliall not at any time hereafter, by Virtue of any Power Tons out of ihe

hereby granted, or hereafter to be granted to him, traniport any of the Inha-
(3,^°th"ir own

bitants of Our iaid Province or Territory, or oblige them to march out of the Confent, &c.

Limits of the fame without their free and voluntary Confent, or the Confent of
the Great and General Court or AfTembly of Our faid Province or Territory ;

oor grant CommifTions for exercifing the Law Martial upon any thelnhabitants Noc exercife

ofOur fiiid Province or Territory, v/ithout the Advice and Confent of theCoun-
'|j^p^^j"^oj^;

cii orAffiftants of the fame. Provided in like Manner,andWe do by thefe Pre- ^dvic^of °hs

fents, for Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, conflitute and ordain. That when Coand!,

and
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J rr (V and as often as the Gcvernour of Our laid Province for the time being, fliali

Go'^ernour's happen to die, or be difplaced by Us, OurHeirs or Succeflbrs, orbe abfentfrom

Dcarh remo- his Government ; that then and in any of the faid Cafes, the Lieutenant or De-
valorAbfcnce putyGovemour of Our faid Province, for the time being,fhall have fuIIPowerand

vc°rnmt^nt ^he
Authority, to do and execute all and every fuch Acts,Matters andThings,which

Lieurenant Ouv Governour of Our faid Province, for the time being, might or could by
Governour Virtue of thefe Our LettersPatents lawfully do or execute, if he were perfonally
fhallfupply prefent, until the return of the Governour fo abfent, or arrival or Constitution

of fuch other Governour as fhall or may be appointed by Us, Our Heirs

In the abfcncc °^ SuccelTors in his ftead : And that when and as often as the Governour,

of both the and Lieutenant or Deputy Governour of Our faid Province or Territory, for
Governour & the time being, fhall happen to die, or be difplaced by Us, Our Heirs or Suc-

PoT'th^ ma-
^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^'^^'^ *^'-"" ^^'^ Province

;
and that there fhall be no Per-

jorPart of the ^0^1 within the faid Province, commiffionated by L's, OurHeirs orSucceffors to

Counfcl to be Governour within the fame ; then and in every of the faid Cafes, theCouncil
have their or Affiftants of Our faid Province fliall have full Power and Authority, and We

'"*^''°
do hereby give and grant unto the faidCouncil orAffiftants of Our faidProvince,

for the being, or the major Part of them, full Power and Authority to do and
execute all and every fuch A6ls,Ma£ters and Things which the faid Governour,

or Lieutenant or Deputy Governour of Our faid Province or Territory, for the

time being,might or could lawfully do or exercife, if they or either ofthem were

perfonally prefent, until the return of the Governour, Lieutenant or Deputy Go-
vernour fo abfent, or Arrival or Conftitution of fuch other Governour, or Lieu-

tenant or Deputy Governour, as fhall and may be appointed by Us, Our Heirs

AdiTiiralty or SuccefTors from time to time. Provided akvays, and it is hereby declared,

J'l"'^'^i°"« that nothing herein fhall extend or be taken to ereft, or grant, or allow the exer-
rc ervc

. ^|^^ ^^ ^^^ Admiral Court, Jurifdidlion, Power orAuthority, but that the fame

fhall be, and is hereby referved to Us and Our SuccefTors, and fhall from time

to time be erefted, granted and exercifed byVirtue of Commiffions to be ifTueci

under the greal Seal of England,oi: under the Seal of the High Admiral, or the

The TratJe Commiffioners for ejiccuting the Office of High Admiral oi England. And

nor^l^'b"^
further, Our exprefs Will and Pleafare is, andWe do by thefe Prefents, for Us,

Bbridc'd
^

O"^"^ Heirs and SuccefTors, ordain and appoint that thefe OurLettersPatents fhall

not in anyManner enure, or be taken to abridge,bar or hinderany ofOur loving

Subjefts whatlbever, to ufe and exercife the Trade of filTiing upon theCoafls of
New-England, but that they and every of them fhall have full and free Power
andLibertyto continue and ufe their f"aidTradeof Fi filings upon the faidCoafls,

in any of the Seas thereunto adjoyning, or any Arms of the laid Seas or Salt-

WaterRivers where they have been wont toFiili ; and to build andfet upon the

Lands within Our faid Province or Cojony, lying wafte, and not then pofTefs'd

by particularProprietors,fuchWharfFs,Stages andWork-Houfes,as lliall be necelTa-

ty for theSalting,Drying,Keeping andPacking of theirFifh,tobetakenor gotten

upon thatCoafl -, and to cut down and take fuchTrees and other Materials there

growing,or being upon anyParts or Places lying waf]:e,and not then inPoflefTioa

ofparticularProprietors,as Ihall be needful for thatPurpofe,and for all other neceffa-

ryEafements,Helps andildvantages concerning theTrade of Fifhing there,infuch

Manner and Form as they have been heretofore at any Time accufbomed to do,

without making any wilfulWafte orSpoil •, any Thing in thefe Prefents contained

to the contrary notwithitanding. And laftly, for the better providing and fur-

mTr! r!ot
nixing of Mafts for Our Royal Navy, We do hereby rcfervetoUs,OurHeirs and

grotting upon Succefrors,allTrees of the Diameter of twenty four Inches,and upwards oftwelve

anySoil grant. Inches from thcGround, growing upon any Soil orTraft of Land within Our faid

ed to panic - Province orTerritory, not heretofore granted to any private Peribns : And Wc
bV prtiei'ed-

*-^° reftrain and forbid all Perfons whatfoever from felling, cutting or deftroying

any fuchTrees without theRoyal Licence of Us,OurHeirs andSuccefTors, firft had

and obtained •, uponPenaltyof forfeitingO»^//zWr£'iP(5«;zJjSterling untoUs,Our

Heirs and SuccefTors, for every fuchTree fb felled,cut or defl:royed,without fuch

Licence had or obtained in that Behalf : AnyThingin thefe Prefents contained

to t!ie contrary notwithftanding. 3!n ©HitHCfS whereof We have cauled thefe

Our Letters to be made Patents. Witnefs OurSelvcs at JVefinihiJler^thtSzvtnth.

Day oWSlokr^ in the Third Year of Our Reign.

By JVrit of Pnvv Seal.

P I G O T.
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ne Explanatory CHARTER granted hy
His Majefty King GEORGE.

G

*EORGE, by the Grace of GOD of Great-Britain, France and

J /ri?/<2«i,KING, Defender of the Faith,fi?c. To alJ to whom thefe

% Prefents fhall come, Greeting. WhereasOur late Royal Predecef-

_ _ I fors WILLIAM a.nd MART, King and Queen oi England,
*€*#€* &c. did by their Letters Patents under their great Seal oi' England,

bearing Date at IVeftminfter, the feventh of October in the third Year of their

Reign, for Themfelvcs, Their Heirs and Succefibrs, unite, ereft and incorpo-

rate, the Territories and Colonies, commonly called and known by the Names
of the Colony oiiht Majfachufetts-Bay, and Colony oi Ne-iv-Plymonth, the Pro-

vince of Main, the Territory called Accada or Nova-Scotia, and all that Tra6t

of Land lying between the faid Territories of Nova-Scotia, and the faid Pro-

vince of Main into one real Province by the Name of Our Province of the

J\dajfachufetts-Bay in New-England. And whereas their faid late Majefties King
JVILLIAM and Queen MART, did by the faid recited Letters Patents

(amongft other Things therein contained^ for themfelves, their Heirs,and Suc-

ceflbrs,ordain and grant, that there fhould and might be convened,held and kept

by the Governour for the time being, upon every lad Wednefday in the Month
of May every Year for ever, and at all fuch other Times as the Governour of

their faid Province fiiould think fit, and appoint a Great and General Court or

Affembly ; which faidGreat andGeneral Court orAfiembly fhould confiftof the

Governour andCounci],or Affiftants for the time being, and of fuchFreehoIders

of their faid Province or Territories as Aiould be from time to time eledted or

deputed by the major Part of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the re-

fpeftive Towns or Places, who fhould be prefent at fuch Eleftions : Each ofthe

faid Towns and Places, being thereby impowred to eleft and depute two Per-

fons and no more, to ferve for and reprefent them refpedtively in the faidGreat

and General Court or Affembly, and that the Governour for the time being

fhould have full Power and Authority from time to dme as he fhould judge

neceffary, to adjourn, prorogue, and diffolve all Great and General Courts or

Affembly's met and convened as aforefaid : And did thereby alfo for them-

felves,theirHeirs andSucceffors, provide, eftablifh and ordain, that in the fram-

ing and paffing of allOrders,Laws, Statutes, andOrdinances, and in allEledions,

andAdts ofGovernment whatfoever,to bepaffed,made or done by the faidGeneral

Court or Affembly or in Council, the Governour of the faid Province or Terri-

tory of the Maffachufetts-Bay in Nezv-England for the time being fliould have

the Negative Voice, and that without his Confent or Approbation, fignified

and declared in Writing, no fuch Orders, Laws, Statutes,Ordinances,Ele6lions,

or other A6ts of Government whatfoever, fo to be made, paffed or done by the

faid General Affembly, or in Council, fhould be of any Force, Effe<ft, or Vali-

dity, any thing therein contained to the contrary in any wife Notwithftanding,

As in and by the faid Letters Patents ( Relation being thereunto had ) may-

more fully and at large appear.

And v/hereas no Provifion is made by the faid recitedLetters,Patents, touch-

ing the Nomination and EIe£tion of a Speaker oftheReprefentativcs affembled

in any Great and General Court of Our faid Province, nor any particular Refer-

vation made of the Right of Us, Our Fleirs and Succeffors to approve or dif^

approve of fuch Speaker by the Governour of the faid Province appQinted,or to

be appointed by Us or Them for the time being -, And no Power is granted

by the faid recited Letters Patents to the faid Houfe of Reprefentatives to ad-

journ themfelves for any time whatfoever, by Means whereof divers Doubts
and Controverfics have arifen within Our faid Province, to the Interruption of

the publick Bufinefs thereof, and the Obftruftion of Our Service ; Know^ ye

therefore, that for removing the faid Doubts and Controverfics, and preventing

the like Mifchiefs for the future ^ And alfo for .the further Explanation of the

faid
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faid recited Letters Patents, We of Our efpecial Grace, cfJrtainKnowledge, and
xrieer Motion, have granted, ordained and appointed, and by thefe Prefents for
Us, Our Heirs and Succeflbrs, do will, granr, ordain, and appoint, that for ever
hereafter, the Reprefentatives affembled in any Great or General Court of Our
faid Province to be hereafter Summoned, fhall upon the firft Day of their af-

fembling, ekfl: a fit Perfon out of the faid Reprefentatives to be Speaker ofthe
Houfe of Reprefentatives, in fuch General Court, And thatthePeribn foeleded
fhall from time to time be prefented to the Gcvernour of Our faid Province for

the time being, or in his Abfence to the Lieutenant Governcur or Comman-
der in Chief of our faid Province for the time being, for his Approbadon : To
which Governour, Lieutenant Governour and Commander inChief refpeclively.
We do hereby for Us, Our Heirs and SuccefTors, give full Power and Au-

Speaker to thority to approve or difapprove of the Perfon (6 ele6led and prefented, which
be approved Approbation or Difapprobation Ihall be fignified by him by Meffage in writino-

ad b''^wr''^'*'''
under hisHand to the faidHoufe of Reprefentatives, and inCafe fuch Governour^

Me£^ge"
^" Lieutenant Governour or Commander in Chief, fhall difapprove of the Perfon

fo elefted and prefented or the Perfon fo elefted and prefented being approved
as aforefaid Ihall happen to die, or by Sicknefs or otherwife be difabled from
officiating as Speaker, in every fuch Cafe, the faid Reprefentatives fo affembled,

ihall forthwith ele£t an other Perfon to be Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefen-

tatives to be prefented and approved, er difapproved, in Manner as aforefaid,

and fo from time to time as often as the Perfon fo elected and prefented fhall

be difapproved of, or happen to die, or become difabled as aforelaid.

And Our further Will and Pleafure is, and We do by thefe Prefents of Our
more abundant Grace for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, grant, ordain, and ap-

Reprefenta- Painty that it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Reprefentatives affembled

sives to ad- in any Great or General Court of Our faid Province for the time being, forever
journ them- hereafter, to adjourn themfelves from Day to Day, fand if Occafion fhall re-
e ves not ex-

qyjj-g) fgj- jj^^ fpace of two Days •, but not for any longer time, than for the

Days'mthout ^^ce of two Days without leavp frnm the Governour, or in his Abfence from

Leave. the Lieutenant Governour, or Commander in Chief of Our faid Province for

the dme being, firil had and obtained in that behalf, any Thing in the faid

recited Letters Patents contained to the contrary hereof in any wife

notwithftanding.

Provided always. That nothing in thefe Prefents contained fliall extend, or

be conftrued to extend, to revoke, alter, or prejudice the Power and Authority

by the faid recited Letters Patents, granted to the Governcur of the faid Pro-

vince for the dme being, to adjourn, prorogue and diffolve all Great and Ge-

neral Courts or Affemblies of Our faid Province.

And bjlly. We do by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors,grant

that thefe Our Letters Patents, or the Enrolment, or Exemplificadon thereof,

fhall be in and by all Things good, firm, vahd and effeftual in the Law ac-

cording to the true intent and meaning thereof, notwithftanding the not righdy,

or fully recidng, mentioning, or defcribing the faid recited Letters Patents, or

the Date thereof, or any other Omiffion, Imperfedion, Defcft, Matter, Caufe

or Thing whatfoever to the contrary thereof in any wife notwithftanding.

In Witnefs whereof. We have caufed thefe Our Letters to be made Patents,

Witnefs, William Arch Bilhop of Canterbury, and the reft of the Guardians

and Juftices of the Kingdom axWeftminfier the fix and twentieth Day oi Auguji^

in the twelftii Year of Our Reign.

By Writ of Privy Seal.

O O C E 8-
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AfTembly Men to he tranfported over Ferries

without Delay, and Ferriage free. 61

AffefTments, \ 21,22,78,109,147,154,170,
See Rates. J 178,245,278,281,283,323.

AITcfforsofProvinccTaxes,theirChoice,Duty,

Oath,Allowance,andPenalty for not ferving.279

For neglefting their Duty. 280

To be appointed by the Court of Seflion

in cafe. 280

Penalty on Towns and Precincts neg-

le£ting to choofe fuch. 280

Sele(a-Men to be AfTeffors in cafe. 280

AfTeiTors ofCounty & TownCharges,Towns
impowered to choofe 'em. 170

4ffefrors(Precin£t)theirChoiceandDuty. 154,21

6

To be under Oath. 236
May be fworn by the Clerk in cafe. 290

Aileffors fhall cafe Perfons over-rated. 19, 281

May make out Warrants to the Con-

{tablcsorCollc£tors. 21

Form of the Warrant. 1 47
AfleffoFS may be chofen by Proprietors of

common Fields. 323
Aifignment of Truft to be in writing. 6

AfTittance to. Officers in appreheadingCrimi-

nals, provided for. 100

AflemhlyGeneral,how to be called & cho- •

fen : theirNumber aicertain'd ; theirAl-
'

Page
'I'oColIcctorj of T'axes provided for.283,306

A/Tize of Caft- regulated. 7^ 162
or Shincjles. 69

Aflizc of Bread regulated. 2.2-

Officers to try and weigli it. 229
Aflize (Special Court) how to be called. 192,242
Atheifm. gj
Attachment or Capias may be granted hy the

Town-Clerk in cafe. 7^
Attachment of Goods when made (on Suit

brought) the Defendant to be fummoned. 134.

Attachment of Goods v/hen to be difcharg'd.146

Not to be voided by theDeath ofPlain-

tiff or Defendant. 268
Not to go againft the Body or proper J

Goods of an Executor or Admini-/i5g
ftrator, but on Siiggeftion of Wafte. ^

Goods attached fhall continue refponf-/

able on Reverfal of a.Judgment on ^160
Pleas in Bar or Abatement. j

Attorney's Oath and Fee. jf47

But one to be paid in one Cafe. 147
Not more than two may be retained. 197-

Miflaying an Action, flaall draw a new
Writ. 197

Anfwerable for Prifon Charges in cafe. 168
Indorfing Writs, liable to pay Cofls iii

cafe. 196
Attornies allowed to plead in any Suit on be-

half of their Conflituents. 147
Attorney orAgent of an Executor out of the

Province liable to Suits. 256
Attorney, no Juftice of the Superiour or ^

Inferiour Courts may appear and plead C ,,
as fuch in any civil Caufe that has been C
determin'd by him asJuftice of thePeace -'

B.

BAil to fland good on Appeals in Bar or

Abatement. 1 60
Bail given in any Suit not to be dif-^

charged by the Death of P]aintifFoFS268

Defendant. S
Bayonets, Soldiers to be provided with 'em. 1 88'

Bailancing Accojnpts betwixt Plaintiff and T

Defendant provided for, in cafe of Suits >292
brought on Book Debts. J

Ballad not to be taken from any Beach with-

out Lcavcjor cafl into any Harbour,bV. 194

Banns
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Banns of Matrimony forbidden, what Pro-

ccedure thereon to be had. 68

Penalty for pulling down Publifliments. i -j

Bit & Abatementof Writs to prcceediliuablc

Pjeas. 1 60

Rules to be obfervcd on Appeals from

Judgments in Bar or Abatement. 160

Pleas in Bar to be filed before the Jury

be impanelled. 333
Barrs, Penalty for throwing them open. 250
Saftard Children, who chargeable with their

Maintenance. 10

The Evidence on which a Man fhall be

deem'd the reputed Father. 10

A^ to prevent the murdering them. 75
Beafts ftraying. 93
Beef, Aft to prevent Deceit in packing it. 7
Beggars (common) to be fent to the Houfe

of Coireftion. tio
Bills of Credit, Afts againft counter- > 161,180,

feiting them,or making any Plate or (.197,205,
Prcfs wherewith to counterfeit 'em. j 233,305.
AQ. to prevent the tearing and defacing

them. 307
Act to fecure the Value of them. 314
Bills ilTued in i74i,Va^lue of 'emftatcd. 325
In Cafe they be depreciated,.the Credi-

tor to have Allowance. 325
Rule for theCourt's proceeding thereon. 325
Penalty for giving more for Silver than

at the Rate fct. 325
Bills of Credit of the neighbouringGo- ^

vernments to anfwer Debts duetoC3i5
the Inhabitants there, in Cafe J

Certain Bills of the neighbouring Go-
vernments not to pafs. 314

Bills of Coft to be taxed immediately after

Judgment given. 272
To be taxed by one of the Juftices be-

fore any Charges of Suit be paid. 273
Births & Deaths to be regifter'd in each Town. 37
Bifket fold by Tale to be marked. 228
Blafphemy, Punifliment of it. 81

Boards to be furvey'd before Sale. 179
Surveyors ofthem to be annually ele£led

in maritime Towns. 179
Bonds of Adminifttation by whom to be put

in Suit. 4
Bonds given by Prifoners to the SherifF to be

affigned to the Creditor on an Efcape. ' 299
Bonds and other Specialties, Equity in

the Paymentof 'em provided for.102,301

Where diversPayments arei^iention'd, 1
Judgrtient to be made up fot the S302
whole Penalty.

Book-Debts,in Anions brought for 'em,the^
Defendant may plead what is due on his ("292
Book by Way of Ballance. J

Bofton, Buildings there to be with Stone or
Brick I, 118

Squibs, Rockets, (3fc. not to be thrown
in the Streets there, on Penalty. 204

FirewarJs there, Arr.CMitir.c:;;, Power
and Duty. 182

Act for emplo;.ing t!)c Poor ilirrc. 302
Court-Houl'e liow to bercpair'd. 4^!

Powder Houfc.
_

169
Scflon-'^dck, Guns not to lie fired near the

Road there. 193
Bounds ofCountic'. ig

Bounds of Towiifhip-. 19
Bounds ofTowns to be perambulated. 20,300
Brawlers (commoi]) to be fent to the Houfe

of Correction. J 10

Breach of tliePcace,how to bepunifhed. 11,41,92
Bread, Affize of it regulated. 227
Bricks, their Size. 186
Brickmakers, their Duty. 186
Bridge between Swanzey and ^arringion^

ASt for rebuilding it. 306
2.x. Cambridge. 114
at ^Ulcrlca. 208
Damage happening through DefeSs in

them, how to be made cood. 50
Sri/?ipl FAir, Time for holding it. 52
Bruit Creatures, Cruelty to them forbidden. 16

Buggery, Aft againft it. 80
Buildings incumbringWays to be remov'd. 298
Buildings inBoJIonlo be with Stone orBrick.r,ii8

Burglary. 1 99
Burning Houfcs, Felony. 166
Butchers, not to fell Meat blown or winded. 1

6

not to be Tanners. 85
By-Laws, Towns impowcr'd to make 'em. 21

To be approved. 21

Violatersof 'em,how tobepuni(h'd.2i,207

C
CAge, who to beput into'it. 41

Calves, Cruelty to 'em forbidden. 16
Calves Skins (tann'd) Aft relating to

the Exportation of them. 1 27
Cambridge Bridge 114
Capawock, Title of Lands there confirmed. 38
Cii/i^-CoiHarbour, Aft for preferving it, and

regulating the Inhabitants. 198
Ca(k to be gaged and marked, & if defeftive

to be forfeited. 7
Cafes in Equity. 102, 301
Cattle, for what Caufesthey may be im-

7

pounded: who mayimpound them may ^51,89
be replevied, J

Not



The TABLE.
Page

Not replevied in forty-eight Hours, to

be apprized. 158
Caufey, Dammage occafioned by Defects in

'em, how to be made good. 50
Ceremony in fwearing Witaefles. 145
Chancery of the Penalties of Bonds, ^c. 102,301
Chandlers. 15, 76, 180
Chaiges(County)how to be affefs'd & collecLcd. 19

Prifon Charges, ASt to fecure the Pay-

ment of 'em. 168
Charges of Suit,noone may receive 'em

umil the Bill of Cofl: be taxed. 273
Children (Pofthumous) to inherit a Part of

their Father's Eftate. 125
(Poor) to be bound out. 22, 231

Churches to enjoy their Prlviledges. 18

May chufe their Minifters. 36
Church of England^ Members of it excufed ")

from Charge in building Meeting-Hou- ^-332

Their Rates to be paid to the Minifter

where they attend. 331
Clandeftine Marriages, A(£t to prevent them. 68
Clerk (Town) his Choice and Duty. 21

May grant Replevins. 79
And Summons. 145
Annually to deliver a Lift of A-larriages

Page
Others to be appointed to perfect their'"

Collections in cafe of thcirDeceafe. 281
Their Power of collecting Rates to con-

tinue after others are chofcn. 283
Mav require Aid. 283-,3o6
Penaltyfor not affifiing when requir'd. 306
Their Executors or Adminiftrators to

make up Accounts, ^Jc. 284
And to collect Rates in cafe. 24c

Commanders of Men of War & other Vef-")

fels not to entertain Servants, or. on > 64
Penalty. J

Commiflioners of Sewers, Appointment and

213
290

37

295
290

145
42

135

249

Power. 55

to the Clerk of the Peace,

To fwear Precinft Officers in Cafe.

To regiiter Births and Deaths.

Clerks (Precinft) may be fworn by the Mo-
derator, in cai'c.

May fwear Precin6t Officers in cafe.

Clerks of Courts, hqw appointed and fworjn.

To give out Eftreats of Fines.

Clerks of the Peace, to render an Account

of Fines. 42,
His Warrants to go thro' the Province.

To receive Deeds when the Regiller's

Office is vacant.

Clerks of the Market. 2 1

,

Clerk (Military) his Power and Duty ; fee

Militia.

Clerk of Proprietors, his Choice and Duty,

^loathing, appropriate to one Sex, not to be

worn by the other.

Coafters, who to be accounted fo.

Coin, A£t againft counterfeiting or dimi-

nifiiing it.

ColIe£tors of publickTaxes,theirChoice. 230,28
Of County and Town Charges. 170,178
Of Precin£t Charges. 178,231
Oath of Collectors,& Penalty forRefufal. 23

1

Who exempted from ferving. 231
Collectors ofRate^ not ifi'uing theirAccounts

feafonably, liable to a Suit. 78,178 231
To deliver to the Goal-Keeper a Copy >

of his Warrant, in Cafe of Com- C 148
mitment. j

Colleftors may diftrain,& imprifon in cafe. 282
May diftrain on Perfons removed out of

Town in cafe. 282
May coUedl Rates before the Time fct

for-Payment in cafe. • 282

CommiiTioners to be- appointed to examine
theClaims of Creditors to infoIventEftates. 74

Commiffioners over the Indians, Appoint-
ment and Duty. £5

Common Lands, how a Meeting of the Pro-

prietors may be caHed. 191

Power of the Proprietors. 20, 191,323
May raife R^Ioney to pay Charges. ") " -

Method of collcdting it f ^'55

May make Orders and annex Penalties. 259
who may have the Priviledge of putting

Horfes to feed there. 5

1

Penalty for cutting Wood there with-

out Leave. gi
Common Lands, held by Coparceners, i^c.

Strip & Wafte not to be made on them. 260
How Partition of 'em to be obtained. 40

Common Fields, how a Meeting of the

Proprietors may be called. 217
Power of the Proprietors. 98
Proprietors of'em may raifeTaxcs,cho6fe

Aflbflors, Colleaors, &c. 32J
Trefpafs done in them by Cattle, to be

appriz'd, ^c.
. 90

Their Bounds to be kept up. 20
Fence inclofmg 'em how to be main-

tained. 98,277,269.
Common Nufances, ' "j^ 1 5, 50, 76, 84, 171,

See Nufances. J 1755 1793 260, 322
Common Shores regulated. 174
Commonag-es, who may have the Priviledge

of ufmg 'em. 20
Adminiftration on them not to be gran-

ted,but as they aefcend to the Heirs. 239
Adtions bro't for 'em byAdminiftrators

de bonis non, to he hTis'^-- 239
Complaints, on filing them, the Judgment,

appealed from fhall be affirmed. 133
Allowance to the Party filing them for

Attendance. 273
To be filed with the Governour and ~i

Coimcil upon Non-Profecution of f 25^3

anAppeal from thcjudge ofProbate. 3

Concealment of Goods, fc'f. 3 ,

See Imbezelment. \
A-yJ^i'^'^

Conftable, his Choice. 21
Oath. 28
Fees. 29,58
Penalty for not ferving- 21
Who exempted. 2r

To
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To colleft Rates. 29,178

To Account for them. 1 7 8

Power to Deftrain. 282

Their Executors and Adminiftrators

impower'd to fue. 245
Conftables to warn Town-Meetings. 23

May require Aid in Cafe.. 100,283,306

Penalty for pretending to be aConftable. 1 00

Their Power in theExecution ofWrits

or Warrants. 247
To prevent the Prophanation of the

Lord's Day. 185

Penalty for not returning theirWarrants

for the Choice of Jurors. 105,107,109
Conftables of the Neighbouring Province 1

allow 'd to pafs and repafs in this, in the > 248

Execution of their Office. J

Conftables (defeftivej their Lands liable to

be fold, and their Bodies taken in Cafe. 313
Contagious Difeafes, AGt to prevent their

fpreading. 148

Contempt, in not appearing onSummons from

a Juftice of Peace, Form of the War rant. 143
Contrads for Sale of Goods, when to be ac-

counted valid. 6

Conveyances, Adt for regiftring them. 81

If fraudulent to be void. 75

Coopers, their Calk to be marked, on Penalty. 7

Tar-Cafk unmarked to be forfeited. 163

Coparceners not to make Strip and Wafte. 260

May be compel'd to make Partition. 40
Corders of Wood, Sele£l-Men to appoint

their Fees. 177
Cord-Wood, the Meafure of it flated. 166

Cordwainers, AQ. for regulating them. 85
Penalty for making up infufficicntLeather. 85

Coroner, his Office, Oath and Duty relating

to Inqiiefts. 122

His Fees.

To ferveWrits againft the-\

Sheriff. ]*

To give Bond.

May appoint Deputies.

To be anfwerabic for his Deputies.

To appoint Deputies for particular Oc
cafiors only. 320

Their Deputies not excus'd from

other Duties. 320
Correftion Houfe, each County to provide

one. no
Mafierofit, by whom appointed. >
Who may be fent thither. f
Rules for the Government of it, C ^°

by v/hom to be made. J
Coft of Courts, Time for taxing them. ")

Adverfe Party to be notified. J*
^7^

Bill to be taxed before any Charges of

Suit be paid. 273
Cottages, when intitled to the Privilege of

Commonage ofWoods, tfr. 20

107,

29

[25,225.

250

312

Covmcellors Oath.

mtl
of^

287

'9

r78

131

Country Road, See Ways. 49,50,246,298,321
Counties to continue as formerly- ig

County of Worcejler ere£led.

County Charges, how to be defreyed.

Trcafurer his Choice. To Account
withtheCourt of GeneralSeilion

the Peace.

Rates not to be gathered but by the

Conftable or Colledors.

His Power to inforce Payment of ^
County Charges. (

His Accounts to be laid before the C

General AfTembly. 3
Counterfeit Money, A£l againft making or

palling it.

Counterfeiting theKing's broadSeal,PrIvySeal,

or the Seal of this Province, HighTreafon. 76
Counterfeiting Bills of Credit, KQi againft

it. 161,180,195,197,205,233,305
Courts,Times of their l to

Sitting fixed. >^°4' 106, ,08, 335.

May adjourn to other Towns in Cafe. -288

Two of the Juftices may adjourn them
in Cafe. 62

Court (General) how called. 34
Form of the Writ or Precept. 87
Priviledge of its Members. 34,61,161

Court of Affize at Nantuckett, Time and 1
Place of holding it to be order'd by the V ro8
Governour and Council. 3

Special Courts of Afljze, how to be
called. [92,242

68

257
227

Courts (Superiour) cftablifli'd, their Power. 107
Time and Place for holding them. 107,336
May Licence the Sale of Lands belong-

ing to Ideots 57
And of Lands of Perfons deceas'd, for

Payment of Debts. 75
May affign to a Woman divorc'd, a

Part of her Hufband's Eftate.

May order Partition of Lands, wherein

Minors are interefted.

Their Fee on Petitions.

Appeals to it from Judgment given in

Nantuckett, where to be tried. 70,253
Court (Superiour) to be held at BarnJlabU. 270
Courts of General Seffions of the Peace eftab-

lifh'd. Their Power. 104
Times and Places of their Sitting. 104,335
To receive and fort Votes for Regifter

of Deeds. 249
May grant Licences. 13,184
Rules they are to obferve in granting

Licences. 13,96,184
To remove Nufances. 84.

To take Order for the Support of Mi-
nifters. 18,36,

To appoint Gagers and Packers.

To appoint Meafurers of Salt and Cul-

lers of Fill].

May lay out or alter High Ways.
And private Ways, in cafe.

And relieve fuch as are aggriev'd by the

I

laying out of private Ways. 262, 309
I

May eafe fuch as are over rated. 22,281,324

> Mav

154

7

9
49
309
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May order the Eftates of Idiots to be

improv'd for their Support. 57
Courts flnferiour) eftablifh'd, their Power. 106

Times and Places of Sitting ftated. 106,335
Not to have Cognizance of Adions •^

under the Value of Forty Shillings^ C io5
iinlefs whereFrcehold is concern'd j

Court Houfe in 'Bofton,i\ot to beincumber'd. 332
At whofe Charge to be kept in Repair. 48

Creditors to infolventEftates neglecting to bring

in their Claims to be excluded,unlefs,&c. 74
Their Claims to infolvent Eftates to be

cxamin'd by Commiffioners. 74
To have the Widow's Dower diftri-^

buted among them at the Expira- > 74
tion 6f'herTerm. J

Their- Claims may be contefted at the

common Law. 74
May take their Action againft fuch as

imbezel Goods beforelnventory taken. 4
Produce of Lands fold to be diftributed

amon^them. 74
Creditors toMortgagers of Land,may take the

Mortgagers Rights of redeeming them. 305
Creatures (Bruit) Cruelty to 'em forbidden. 16

Criminal Offenders, Adls for punilliing them.

9,41, 212,297
Crown, Debts due to it to be firft paid. 73,75
Cryer (publick) his Duty, Fee, i^c. 92
Cryer of Courts, his Fees. 33
Cullet of Fifh Appointment and Duty. 9
Curriers,Aft for regulating them. 15,171, 180

To make good the Value of defeftive

Leather. 16

Curfmg profanely, how tobepunifhed. 9,41,297
Cuftom Houfe Officers Fees. 208

DAmage done by breaking Glafs Win-

1

dow3,Fences,£s'f. Penalty on the ? 204
Offenders. J

Ikms, fee Mill Dams. 196,263,327
Dancing in publick Houfes difallowed. 1 84

And in the Streets in the Night Time. 1 85
Deaths and Births to be regiftred. 37
Debts, Lands and Tenaments to ftand charg-

ed with the Payment of 'em. 755221
Debts due to the Crown to bs firft paid. 73,75

Page
Due to Inhabitants of the neighbour- "5

ingGovernments, to be difcharga-^
ble by Bills of Credit on thofeGo-C 3^5

vernments, in cafe. J
Due from infolvent Eftates, Proof of "v

'em may be contefted at the com- J

mon Law. /
Procefs inLaw forRecovery of 'emto];; 74

be fufpended whilft theCommiffionr
for examining the Claims of Cre-\
ditors is depending. J

Due byBook, on Suits bro't for them
)

the Defendant may plead what is C
due to him onBook by v/ay of Bal-^ ^^^

lanceto the Plaintift^'s Demand. )
Debtors,Ad to prevent theOppreffionof 'em.315
Declaration of Fidelity to be made by

Quakers, Form of it. 27,226'
Declarations of Truft to be in Writing. 6
Deeds, A£ls for regiftring them. 81,234.

How to be executed to render 'em valid. 81
May beprov'd by theOath of WitnefTes

in cafe. 82
Granter or Vender refufingto acknow-

ledge 'em how to be proceeded againft:. 82
Copy of 'em filed fball iecure the Title

in cafe. 82
Execution according to former Laws,

to be valid. g^j

To be lodged with theClerkdf thePleas

when theRegiftryOiHce is vacant 249
A.Q. for the fafe keeping the Regiflxy of

them.

Deeds (fraudulent) to be void.

Deer, at what Seaibn it flaall be unlawful to

kill 'em.

Defamation, how to be puriifh'd.

Default of Appearance, Judgment to be en-

ter'd up thereon.

Defendant to be fummoncd when his Goods
are attached.

:

When out of the Province, Method of

the Courts Proceedure. 135
In Suits for Book Debts,may plead the

'

like Debts due to him, by Way
Ballance to the Plaintiff's Demand.

Not appearing(onSuit bro't, )Judgment to

be entred up againft him by Default. 144
May re-enter his Adion, in cafe. 333.

Delinquents on Training Days fubjedted to

a Penalty.

Demur made onTitle in Aftion of Trefpafs

before a Juftice,the Caufe to be remov'd.

Depofitions of Witnefles may be taken out

of Court, in cafe.

Deferters.

Detainer (forcible) t6 be enquired of and re-

mov'd. II

Adl diredting the Proceedings againftir. 129
Devifes of real Eftates to be in Writing. 6

How revocable. 6
Differejices not exceeding 40/". to bt deter-

mined by a Juftice of the Peace. 78

Dilsirders

2CI

75'

144

'34

'J3
he^ -

of >29i
id. 3

43

72
117
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Difordersin licenfed Houfes,A(5t for fuppref-

fing them. 94
To be inquired into ( on Complaint

made) before Licenfe be renewed. 184

Committed in theNight byNegrQSjf.a'f.

A£lto prevent 'em. 158

DIftillers, Adt concerning them. I5? 76
D'ftiiling Rum, Aft to prevent Abufes in it. 240
Diflr-'fted Perfons, vide Idiots. 575223
Diftrefs for Rates and Taxes, what Things

are exempted frum it. 285
G-r^xls deftrain'd to be fold by Outcry. 282

r>:'^ : .: ''theEftatesof Inteftates, A(5ts

,
- -; It. 3,125,177,222,286,295,300

1:..: . . , ..a of Eflates-not bequeath'd, how
:. r.e made. 222

Real Eftate may be fettled on fo many •^

of the Children as it will accQm-C222
modate. J

T^-n TL r D • XI ") 60,154,216,236,242,
Diftna, fee Precmft. ^ .^/J^g^ l^i 2^1
Difturbance or Rout in the Night forbidden

on Penalty. 185

In the Streets or Fields on the Lord's

Day Evening forbidden. 1 85
Divifion of Lands, fee Partition. 20, 40, 257
Divorce, Controverfies concerning it by

whom to be determined. 17
Divorced Perfons may not cohabit together

on Penalty. 68

Divorced (Woman) may have a reafonable

Part of her Hufband's Eftate a.Tign'd her. 68

Dogs unruly and ravenous, to be kili'd. 206
Dower to be fet toWidows in inteftateEftates. 3

The like in infolvent Eftates. 74
In an infolvent Eftate to be difl:ributed 1

among the Creditors upon the Expi- ^74
ration of the Widow's Term. J

XVidows not to be barr'd of it in Lands
fold or mortgaged, in cafe. 82

Writ of Dower, the Form of it. 136
How to be ferv'd. 134
Affignment of Dower. 136
No Strip orWafte to be made on it. 137

Dower in Inheritances that cannot be divi-

ded, how to be affigned. 137
Drains or common Shores, A£t for regulat-

ing them.
'

174
Drink(ftrong,) fseLiquors. I3,55'>65,63,7i,i85

Drums, Colours, i^c. at whofeCharge to be

provided. 45
Drunkards(common) to be fent to theHoufe

of Correlation. no
Tobe ported. 64,184
Penalty on Keepers of publickHoufes

^
that fhall entertain fuch as have been ^ 64
ported. J

Drnnkennefs, how to be puniflied. 9,41,297
Penalty on Indians convifled of it. 56
Acf for fuppreffing it. 62
Innholders,C5'f. not to fuffer Perfons to

drink to Excefs in their Houfes. 184
Drnnkennefs and other Immoralities, Laws

againrt them to be read inTownMeetings. 183

Page

Duelling, Ai£l forpunilhing h preventing it. 274
Dukei'County, its Limits ftatcd. 69

Appeals from the Inferiour Court there

to be try'd at Plymauth, 70
Duties onGaads imported, from,A'^w-.ficOT/i-

Jhir^> 237

261

EAftern Lands, Enlargement of the Time
limitted for claiming them. 2

Ejeftmcnt, (Writ) Perfons thereon
-^

arrefted, not obliged to findSure-/

tics for theirAppearance,oranfwer(

for more thanthey have inPolleffion

,

Elections in Towns, who may be admitted to

that Priviledge not being Inhabitants. 130
Embezclmcnt, See Imbczelment. 4,74,126
Endorfement of Writs. 196,272
Entry (forcible) A6t direfling the Proceed-

ing againft it. 11,129
Equity in Payment of Bonds, tfr. with Pe-

nalties, provided for. 102,301
Of Redemption of Lands taken in Exe-

cution for Debt. 103,221,305
Efcapes from Prifon, AQ. to prevent them. 126

Prifoners for Debt efcaping, their Boiid

fhall be affigned to the Creditor. 299
Eftates may be difpofed of by Will or otherwife. 3

Children having no Legacies given them
fhall inheritPart of theirFathersEftate.

To be granted or furrendred, to be in

Writing.

Attached, not to be releafed 'till thirty

Days after Judgment rendred.

Not bequeathed, to be diftributed as

inteftate Eftates.

Not to defcend tQ Childfen born of m-
ceftuous Marriages.

Eftates Cinfolvent) A£l for the equal ©iftri-

bution of 'em.

Additional A£l.

Eftates (inteftate) how Adminiftration is to

be granted. 3
A(5ls relating to the Dlf- 1 3,125,177,222,

tribution of 'em. J 286, 295, 300
How to be fettled where any of the 1

Children die in theLifeTimeof the ?'30i

Inteftate, and leave IfTue. J

Eftates (Real) liiible to the Payment of

Debts. 75,221

Uncapable

[25

146

67

126
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>efen- 1

:tobe ?• 135
ths. 3

Uncapablc ofanyDi vifir n how to be order'd. 3When uncapable of a Divifion among
all the Children, how to be order'd. 222

Not to be devifed but by Writing. 6
Guardians impowered to join in the

Partition of 'em. 257
Taken in Execution where theDefen

dant is out of the Province not

alienated within twelve Months
Levied by Warrant from the Province

Treafury how to be difpofed of. 284
Evidence, Prifon Breach or Flight to be ac-

counted one Evidence! 120
Evidences may be taken out of Court in Cafe. 72
Excife, Innholders, isfc. to recognize for the

due Payment of it. 06
Farmers of Excife, their Executors or

AdminiftratorstocollefttheExcife due. 318
Executors to caufe Wills to be proved within

a: Time limited. .

On their Refufal to Ad, Adminiflra-

1

tion cum tejiamento annexo {hall be f 4
granted to fome other. 3

In their own Wrong, who fhall be ac-

counted fuch.

To exhibit an Inventory, or give Bond
oti Penalty.

Additional Ad.
Bond not to be accepted in Cafe.

Being refidnary Legataries may fue

their Co-executors.

Body ofanExecutor and his own pro-
")

per Goods exempted fromAttach- C
ments andExecutions, unlefsupon C
Suggeflion of Wafte. -^

Method of proceeding on fuchSuggeftion. 159

Page

221
Real Eftates liable to be levied
Equity of Redemption faved. „,

Executions ferved on Lands and recorded
Ihall make a good Title.

Additional Ads. jqq
"^^

To be levied on Rents in Cafe. '221
One to anfwer & fatisfy another inCafe. 292Aft regulating the Ser^ice of 'em. o x r
i o be returnable in fix Months. \,r
Alias then fo be made out in Cafe, :; ,

,

Money levied by it not to be detained
from the Creditor.

Aft limiting and direfling in fuing of
them out

To be %'d upon Judgment reco- ^^'
vered by the Judge of Probate <a-
gamft Adminillrators,upon puttincr?" 299
their Bonds in Suit.

'17

159
316

159

f59

159

Liable to Account,

Executors andAdminiftrators to make Pay-'>

ment in Specie if fuch they have in their ^160
Hands. J
To give Notice of the Sale of Lands. 222
May profecute or defend Suits commen-

ced by or againft the Teftator. 258,268
Imparlance may be granted him inCafe. 258
Judgment to be made up againft the

Eftate of the Deceafed. 258
Out of the Province, his Agent or At-

torney liable to Suits, l^c. 256
Executors of Conftables and Colledors de-

ceas'd, impower'd to colledl Rates. 245
To make up the Deceafed's Accounts. 284

Executors ofFarmers of Excife to colledl the

Excife due. 318
Execution or Warrant of Diftrefs, Form

of it. 140,143
To be ftayed 'till Judgment is had on

an Appeal. 1,^5

Not to be granted in 24 Hours next

after Judgment. 146
Not to be ftayed byReafon of any Pro-

cefs of Review. 146
To be granted on Failure of giving Se-

curity to profecute Appeals. 132

FAir of Brljiol, when to be held. r^
Farmers of Excife, their Executors or
Adm iniftrators to colled theExcifedue -3 1

3

of Officers eftabliflied.
29, to 33

Fees ( abliflied.

Penalty for taking exceffive Fees.

MeflengeroftheHoufeofReprefentatives
his Fees.

Fee for Writ from a Juftice of Peace, and
for Service.

For regiftring Deeds.
In the Secretary's Office.

Fee for keeping Juries.

Public Notaries Office.

Sworn Attornies.

Cuftom-Houfe Office,

Court of Admiralty.

Superior Court, on Petitions

Grand-Jurors.

Town-Clerk and Regifter for entring
Strays and loft Goods. 266

Gagers. g
For Marriages.

1 7 2 1 ?
Fences regulated: 50,269^336

When infufficient, fhall be repaired. 16
Owners of dcfeflive Fences not to re-

7

ceive Rccompcnce for Damage done V 00
by Cattle, fe-^.

^ y
Penalty for breaking or removing them

without Leave. 204
For

79
82,83
214
290
191

208

209
227

227,264-



The T A B L E.

Page

For throwing them open. 250
Fences incumbering High-Ways, ^c. to be

removed. 298
Bordering on Ways, not to be moved
witboutNotiee given totheSeledl-Men.298

Fences (Partition) of Common Fields, how
to be maintain'd. 98,336

Fence-Viewers to be chofen and fw^orn. 21,50
Penalty for not ferving, or negle<3ing

their Duty. 97>98
Their Power and Duty. 97

r- • w I
) 60,77, ^76' 187,

Femes regulated,
j. 217,247,254,275

zLcharleJiown. \ 77> 176,217,247

K\.CharleJ}ownUWinnifimmit. 77, 187, 217, 247
Betwixt Brijlol and Rhode-IJland. 276
Members of the General AiFembly to 7

be tranfported over Ferries without 5* 61

Delay, and without Fee. 3

Pofts, and others having extraordinary

Bufinefs to be fp.eedily tranfported. 77

Plank'dTrucks to be kept on eachSide
^

of the Ferries at Charleflown, Win- f 21

7

niftmmit, Salem and Newbury. 3

Fidling in public Houfes, difallow'd. 184
And in the Streets in the Night time. 185

fields (common or general) \ 20, go, 98,

See Common Fields. i 217,269,323
Field Drivers to be annually chofen andfworn. 51

Their Duty and Fee. 52,89

Fines, b't-. an Eftreat thereof to be deliver'd

to the Sheriff and Province Treafurer. 42,135
Fire breaking out, how to be ftopt. 2,118,182

Allowance to the Owners of Houfes pull'd

down to flop the fpreading of Fire. 2

Fire-Wards, their Appointment, Duty, and

Badge of OiHce. 182

To fue for the Fine for throwing of

Squibs iSc. in Bojhn. 204
Penalty for imbezling or concealing

Goods in Tinie of Fire. 183
Fire-Works not to be thrown in Boflon

Streets on Penalty^ 204
Filh Cullers.

_ _ _
9

Fifh, Aft to prevent Deceit in packing It. 7

Aft to prevent theirDeftruftion.327,328,329

Not to be caught with Nets, ^c. out of

Seafon, on Penalty. 329
Not to beobftrufted by Wears, Hedges,

-
. i^c. in their palling up Rivers. 175,260

Fifhery regulated and encouraged. 25,156

Flefh blown or winded to be forfeited. 16

Flight of Prifoners in criminal Cafes, one .

Evidence. 120

Forbearance on Loan of Money, Allowance

therefor ftated. 38
Forcible Entry and Detainer. 1 1 , 1 29
Fore-fwearing, See Perjury. 11, 72
Forgery, what, and how to be punifhed. 1

1

Fornication, Punifhment thereof. 10
Between Negroes i^c. andEnglifh. 167

Form ofWiits. 17,136, s 37,139, to 143

Page
Fortune Tellers and common Fidlers, i^c.

to be fent to the Houfe of Gorreftion. 1 1 o
Frauds and Perjuries, Aft to prevent them. 5
Fraudulent Deeds to be void. 75
Freeholdeis their Qualification for voting in

Town Affairs. 20
See Temporary Afts^

Free Negroes, See Negroes. 171,19!
French not to refide in Sea-Port or Frontier

Towns without Licence. 35
Not to exercife any Trade, or open Shop

without Leave. 35
Funerals not to be folemnized ontheLord's 1
Day or Evening following without > 26^
Licence. J

G.

GAgers, their Appointment, 18,163,164,
Oath and Duty. .^ ^73, 199*

Gameft-crs to oe fent to the Houfe of

Correftion. no
Other Punifhment. 41

Gaming in publickHoufes forbidden onPenalty.i^
Implements ufed therein not to be kept

by Innholders, is^c. ij
Gardens, Robbers of them how to be punifh'd. 90
Gates, Penalty for throwing them open. 250
General Court or Aflembly how to be called. 34

No Member of it may be fued or mo-
lefled during the Selfion. 34

Each Member of it to have a Son or Ser-

vant Exempt from Military Duties. ib%
To be tranfported over Ferries without

Delay or Fee. 6r
Glafs Windows, Penalty for breaking them. 204.
Goal, See Prifqn. 120,122
Goods ftolen, See Theft. 10,153,183,212,310

Afts againfl receiving ftolen Goods. 92,24CJ

Goods (found) how the Finder fhall proceed
with them. ^3

Penalty on the Finder forNegleft of 1

Duty. Reftitution to the Owner, f 93

285Goods exempted from Diftrefs,

Imported from Neui-Hampjhire, Duty
on them. ... 237

Goods attach'd not to be releas'd till thirty

Days after Judgment rendred. 146

j
Not to be releas'd by the Death of the

FlaintifF or Defendant. - 26g
T9

,c
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1 60

To continue refponfable on Reverfi;!

or" a Judgment on Pleas in Bar or

Abatement. >
When attach'd Summons to be left with

the Defendant. 134
Preferv'd from Fire,not to be conceal'd

or imbezzled. 183
Grammar-Schoolmafters how to be approv'd.150

Grand-Children of Inteftatcs to have -y

that Part of the Inteftate's Eftate/

Wliich their deceafed Father orMo-f' ^^'' 3°^

ther would have had if living. J
Grand Jurors. See Jurors. 28,65,227,264
Grantees in new Townfhips their Lands to

be fold in Cafe, fci'f. 313
Grants from the General Court, Aft for

fettling them. 112

Grafs, Penalty for Cutting it without Le.ive

of the Owner.
_ 90

Guardians of Minors how to be appointed. I ,

To give Security. J -^

To account with the Judge or Minor
when of Age. 36

Impower'd to join in the Partition of

Lands. 257
Guardians of Minors and Ideots to be appoint-

ed before Settlement of Eftates. 223
Guns,{hooting them off in theNightTime in

of "War, forbidden. 47, 1 17

Guns not to be fired near the Road on Bof-

ton Neck. 193
Gun-Powder, where and in what "VefTels to

be kept to prevent Danger. 203

How to be cover'd while carrying thro'

•the Town of £»/?«;?. 169,203,219

HArbour atC3/>eC(;«/,A£l for preferving it. 198

Harbour of Marhlehead, Aft for fe-

curing and repairing it. 277
Penalty on fuch as fhall trefpafs on the

Beach there. "^278
How to be kept in Repair. i '

Harbours,Aft to prevent their being annoy 'd

by unloading Ballad or Rubbilh. 194

Hawkers, Aft againft them. 252

Haywards.to be annually chofsn and fworn,

thdr -Duty and Fees. S^jS^jSg

Pcgi
May be cbofcn by Proprietors of gene-

ral Fields. 269
Hedge, Penalty for breaking or removing it

without Leave. 90

IClerk. r 5'

:count for the For- ^
3 be difpofed of. ^

Hedges in Rivers obflrufting Fifh, to be
deem'd Nufances. i^c

Additional Aft. 260
Hides (rawj exported before Bond be given

to the Commiffioners, to be forfeited. 127
Penalty on the Mafters of VefTels tranf-

greiling fliis Aft. 127
High Treafon, Aft againft it. 76

Tryals in fuch Cafe, how to be regulated. 76
High "Ways, if.& Ways. 48,49,50,84,297
Hopkinjion, Regifter to be appointed for re-

cording Leafes, i^c. 330
Truftees impowered to give new Inden-

tures. 329
Horfes not to feed feff.in anyTown,unlefs -j

they belong toProprietors or Freehold- C 51 .89

ers in fuch Town. y
Who may impound them, and for

what Caufes. 89
Manner of reprieving them.

Perfons to be annually chofen to fee

to the due Obfervance of the Aft

refpefting them.

Going on the Common, to be enter'd

with the Town
''

Town Clerk to account

feitures.

Forfeitures how to be difpofei

Not to be fliipp'd,before they are toll'd,

on Penalty. . 131
Houfes publick, fee publick Houfes. 13,14,63,

94,96,184,237,252
Houfe of Reprefentatives, may judge of the

Eleftions of their Members. 34
May make Orders for the Regulation

of their Houfe. 34.

Houfes, burning them Felony. 1 66

Houfes in BoJ}on, to be built with Stone or

Brick. I, 118

May be pull'd down to prevent the

Spreading of Fire. Z
Houfes not to be damnified. 204.

Houfes of Correftion to be provided in
J

each County. ^iio
How to be order'd and govern'd. 3

Who to be fent thither. 'i

How to be fupported. > IIO

Matter of it to be appointed. J

To keep Account of Earnings. 1 1

1

Houfes (tipling) Penalty on fuch as fhall

keep them. 7

1

Hue and Cries after Criminals, by whom to

be made out. U

Idiots
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IDLots and diftrafted PerfoHS, Seka-Men
or Overfcers of the Poor to provide for ')

their Relief. (
Their Eftates to be improve-d for their /'^'

Benefit. Their real Eftates to b? \
fold if needful

'

Their Eftates fubje<St to the Payment of

their Debts. 172
Guardians to be appointed for thern. 223

Idle Perfons to be employed in Labour. ?2,232
Refuting to labour to be ftnt to the

Houfeof Corredliop. 110,232

Jefiiits, A(£t againft them. I ig

Imbezelment of Goods, tjff.Perfons fafpe<3ed 7

of it may be examined onOath, andretuf ^"74

ing to fwear may be committed. J

All Perfons interefted , may complain of

them. 126

Imbezling of Goods, (jfc. before Inventory

taking, how liable. 4,126
Immoralities, Laws againft them, to be read

in Town Meetings. 183

iTnpotent and infirmPerfons,not being Inhabir

tants of thisProvince how to be fupported.138

Imprifoned Perfons, ) /• „

See Pr,foners. } 120,121,146,153,299

InceftuousMarriages, Aft to prevent them. 67

Penalty for Inceft. 67
Incroachments and Incumbrances on High- ") 50,

Ways, Streets, (jfc. to be deemed Nu- > 85,

fances, and to be removed. 3 297
Indians, A£t for their better Rule and Go-

vernment. 55
Comm iflioners to be appointed over them.5 5

Penalty for felling ftrong drink to them. 55
Method of convicting fuch as are guilty

of fo doing. 56
Convifted of Drunkennefs how to be

punilhed. 56
Strong Drink found with them to be

feized. 56
Selling or putting ofFftolen Goods to be

punifhed by Whipping. 92
Not to be put out Apprentices but with

the Allowance of two Juftices. 127

Court of Seffions to relieve Indians

aggrieved. 128

Purchafes of their Lands made without

Licence to be void, unlefs, &c. 150
Lands ztMartha's-FineyardjNantiiciet \

and Eaftward of Pifcaiaqua KntrJ
excepted.

Penalty on fuch as fhall purchafe with

out Leave not being Indians

Leafes of their Lands how
approved.

No Bill or other Specialty by them

given, or Contrails for Service^ „

made, to be binding unlefs appro- C
ved by two Juftices. J

TheirLands not liable to pay theirDebts.222

Indian Servants found abroad in the Night
withoutLeave^ how to be proceeded with. 158

fe with- >' 151
s. (

T to be\

Indian Servants orSIaves,A£l prohibiting. their

Importation into this Province, 1S8
Inferior Courts, See Courts. 106,335
Indorfements of Writs. 196,272
Infedion, A<3: to prevent the fpreading of it,

SeeSicknefs. 148,149
Inhabitants of Towns, who to be reputed

fucii. 23,139,319
Aft relating to their Admiffion. 138
Perfons warned ou t of anyTown, within'^

three Months from their firft com- > 23
ing, not to be reputed Inhabitants. •)

The Time for warning, extended to

twelve Months. 139
Perfons warned out of any Town, re-'>

fufing to depart, may be fent out by ^23
a Conftable. J

In Cafe of Sicknefs to be relieved at the

Chargeof the Town, unlefs, isV. 23,139
Prohibited drinking in public Houfes

after nine of the Clock at Nigfet» 184
EntertainingPerfons belonging elfe- »

where as Innmates, ^c. more

67
42

309

then thirtyDays without giving'^ 309,
Notice, liable tofupport them,^
in Cafe.

Inheritance not to defcend to Children born

ofinceftuous Marriages.

Inliftment of Soldiers, vide Militia regulated.

Innmates, Perfons received into anyTown ")

and entertained as Innmates, (Jc. toC.

be fupported by the Perfon who rc-C
ceived them, in cafe. -r

InnholdersVide publicHoufes ^ ^i8'4?'237!'''2S2!

Inquefts on dead Bodies, Method of proceed-

ing therein. 122

Infolvent Eftates, Aft for the equal Diftribu-

tionofthem. 73
Additional Aft. 126

Intereft of Loan Money, Rate of it ftated. 38
Penalty for taking more. 38

Inventory to be exhibited, or Bond given 7 p.

by an Executor within a Time limited > }^*
on Penalty. 3

Additional Aft. 316
Joint Tenants, how compellable -ito make

Partition. 4"
Aft to prevent, their making Strip and

Wafte. 260
liTue, mixt or fpurious. Aft to prevent it. 167

Judges of Allizes, each to have one Son or

Servant exempted from Military Duty. 161

Judge of Probate to grant Adminiftration on

Inteftate Eftates. 3,222

To call Adminiftrators to Accompt, and

put their Bonds in Suit, in cafe. 3
Recovering Judgment againftAdmini- 1

ftratirs in Suit brought on their? 299
Bonds, Execution to be ft^id^ i

His Fees, ' ' 29
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Page

To make Diftribution of inteftate EftatCb. 3
To fettle realEftatcs of Inteftates on foj

many of the Children, as it will >222
accommodate. J

May fettle the Eftate ofa Perfon dying

inteftate lying in feveral Counties. 295
Not to grant Adminiftration, de bonis >

mn, but where there are bona nota- > 239
bilia, &c. J

To appoint Guardians of Minors. 36,223
To appoint CommiiTions to examined

the Claims of the Creditors to infol- >-'4

vent Eftates. J

To examine Perfons on Oath, fufpedled

imbezelling Goods, i^c. 74
Regulation of their Decrees. 222
To hold their Court of certain Days. 223
Not to judge or plead in anotherCourt^

in any civil Adtion, where he has ? 256
pafs'd a Decree already. J

Judgments of Courts not to be arrefted or

reverfed for circumftanftia! Errors. 144
Judgments by Default. 144
Jurors (Grand) to be annually chofen, their

Dutv, Penalty for Non-appearance. 65
Their Oath. 28
Allowance. 66,227,264
To ferve for one Year. 65
To ferve but one Year in three. 66

Jurors (Petit) how to be chofen. 105,107,108
Their Oath. 28
Allowance. 214
Making Default of Appearance to be

fined. 65,99,214
How fuch F n^ fhall be levy'd. ' 65,214
To be returned by the Sheriff, in

cafe. 105,107,109
Fee for keeping them. 29c

At what Time they {hall appear and

give their Attendance at Courts. 33'^

Jurors for Inquefts, how to be fummoned. 122

Juftices of the Peace, their Oath. 27
Fees. 29
Their Power in fundry criminal

Cafes. 9,10,11,4:
In civil Cafes. Y^
Method of proceeding therein. 'jh

To levy the Penalty for Breach of

Town Orders. 21

To call Town-Meetings in cafe. 24
To call Proprietors Meetings. 191,217,304
To call Precina or Parifh Meet-

ings. 242,289,294
May confummate Marriages in their

own County. 17568
Penalty for not attending the Diredion

of the Law therein. 68

Accountable for Fines receiv'd. 1 36

Rules for their proceeding in Actions of
^

Trefpafs brought before them in cafe V 9

1

the Defendant demur on Title. J

May require Perfops, not being Officers

to apprehend Criminals in cafe. 101

Page
Their Power and Duty relating to the

Aflize of Bread. 229
May inquire of forcible Entry and

Detainer. 129
May fwear Perfons appointed to apprize

and diftribute Eflates, in cafe. 286
Jultices and Seled-Men in Bojion, may

lay out Streets, Uc. - 2
Juftices of Superior or Inferior Court,

Form of Oath to be adminiftred to them. 103
To make neceflary Rules for Practice. 145
To appoints their Clerks. 145
Power of Chancery. 102
Mav not judge of, 01; plead in any civil )

Aftion determined by them as Juf- )* 1 66
tices of the Peace, J

See Courts.

K
K.

Eeper of the Powder-Houfe, his Duty
and Allowance. 169
Of the Light-Houfe, Duty and

Penalty for neglecting it.. 201
Of Prifons. 120,121,146,148,153,168
Of theHoufe of Corre(5tion.22, 1 10,111,232
Of Pounds, his Fee. 52
Of publick Houfes, See publick

Houfes. 14,94,96,184,237,252
Kindred, Degrees of it within which Perfons

are prohibited to marry. 67
King, compaffing or attempting his Death, -j

levying War againft him, counterfeiting { ^

the great Seal, or Privy Seal, or the Seal C '

of this Province, Hish Treafon. J
Trials thereon, how to be regulated. 76

L.

LAme and impotent Perfons not Inba- ")

bitants of this Province, how to be > 138
fupported. J

Lands and otherEftate may be difpofed of by

Will, Isfc. ,3

Not to be devifcd but by Writing. 6

Liable to Payment of Debts. 75->22i

Execucions
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Execution thereon fcrved and recorded

to make a good Title; 75,221
£qiiity by Redemption faved. 190, 221

(Taken in Execution for Debt) within

whatTime they may be redecm'd. 190

Poil'effion of 'em granted. 83
Granted by^heGeneralCourt, fettled. 212

Mavbe fold byOrderofSuperiourCourt 7

for Payment of Debts of aPerfon de- r' 75
ceas'd in Caie. ^

Not to be fold without due Notice. 222

Guardians impowered to join in Parti-

tion of 'em. 757
(Unfenced) Lines between 'em to be

run once in two Years. 20
(Belonging to Idiots) may be improved -.

byOrder of Court of General Seffions /

&'c. or fold by Order of SuperiourT ^'

Court for their Support. )

(Held by Coparceners (sfc.) how Parti-

tion may be obtain'd. 40

C Common Lands ')^°'/^^^:°^9 1.

(Common) fee-4 Proprietors >- °
' ^' o

^
^ I Eftktes (real) yf;'^°'^^+

Lanes, Nufances in 'em to be remov'd. 85
In Bojlon, by whom to be laid out. 2

Lafcivious Pcrfons to be lent to theHoufe of

Correction. no
Laws againft Immorality, to be read at an-

niverfary Town Meetings. 183
Leaden Head or Worms, Penalty for ufing

them in Diftilling. 240
Leafes by Parole of what Force. 5

Granted or furrender'd,to be in Writing. 5

Of Indian Lands, how to be approved. 151

Leather to be fealed &-V. 85
If infufHcient to be feiz'd. 86
Viewers of it to be appointed in cafe. 86
If bad thro' Default of the Currier, he to

make good the Value. 87
Dreffing it with Lime, Allum or Oyl,

a Nufance.

(Upper) not to be exported.

Leather Sealer, his Appointment, Duty, and

Oath. 2

Penalty for refufmg to ferve.

Leather DrefTers. 171,

Legacies recoverable at common Law.
Legatees (refiduaryj may fue for their Part

of the Teftators Eftate.

May recover the Penalty for not exhi-

biting an Inventory.

Libelling and Eying, how to be punifhed.

Licenced Houfes, fee publick "5 13, 14,63,94,
Houfes. J 96, 184, 252

^iccnces for felling ftrong Drin^i A£ls con-

cerning them. 13,63,94^96,184.
By whom to be granted. 1

3

For keeping public Houfes to be for-

feited in Cafe, 63, 184

Pot;

^3

171

127

,86

177
180

40

159

316

t84

.84

To be renewed yearly,

Perfons to whom granted to

Bond. 13, 94, 05, 96
Time for granting them. 9^
Not to be granted to more Peifons tiian

needful. c&
None to keep publickHoufes or fell T 1 3, 63

ftrong Drink without Licence, > 71;
on Penalty. J 185

A Lift of the Names of the Perfons li-T

ccnced to be tranfniitted to the Se- r" 184
ledMen beforeRenewal ofLicence. )

Not t» be renewed to fuch as the ")

Scledt Men (liall except unto, &c. C
Nor 'till certified that they have con- C

fider'd the Lift. >
None to be originally licenced without

Approbation of the Seleft Men.
See publick Houfes;

LightHoufe,A6t for building&maintaining it. 200
Duty to be paid there. \ 2co

Limitation A61, for quieting Pofleilions. 83,202
Of Adions, fee Act for it. 320

Liquors (ftrong) Penalty for felling without

Licence. 13563, 71,185
Perfons felling them without Licence

may be corporally punifti'd,in cafe. 7 i

Not to be fold to Indians. 55
Found with them to be feiz'd. 56
Houfes of Perfons felling it without Li

Cence may be inipeifed by Officers
\

as licenfed Houfes.

Llttle-Compton, Highways eftablifli'd there. 321
Loiterers to be cmploy'din Labour, fee idle

Perfons.
"

22, no, 232
Upon Refufal to be fent to the Hpufe

of Correction. 22
Lord's Day, Adts for the due Obfcrvation

of it. 14,41,94,185,211,264
Labour, Sports, Travelling on it pro-

hibited, on Penalty. 14, 211, 264
Publick Worftiip to be attended thereon

on Penalty. 14,211
Playing and Difturbance in the Evening

of it prohibited. 15, 185
Conftables to rcftrain Pcrfons from

")

walking, recreating or difportingf

thetrifelves in the Streets, Uc. in

'

Time of AVorfhip.

Keepers of publick Houfes not to enter-

'

tain Guefts on that Day unlefs Stran- ^c^j^

gers, isfc. on Penalty.

Publick Houfes not to entertainTown-

dwellers on that Day, on Penalty. 14,94
Funerals not to be folemnized on it or

the Evening after it withoutLicence. 265
Officers to infpe£t Houfes of Retailers,

on that Day, and the Evening I

fore and after.

Retailers not to entertain Perfons (

it or Evening after, on Penalty.

185

tailers..

ig be-/

(-265
3ns on)

UnnecefTarv
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Unneceffary Walking, Riding, open-

'^
ingShop, fcV. the Evening before >266
or after it forbidden, on Penalty. J

Additional A6t. 024
i^oft Goods, how the Finder to proceed with

them. 02
Penalty for Negledt, 93

Lotteries, Adts to fupprefs them. 220, 293
Duty of Officers to prevent them. 220
Penalty for publifliing an Account of

Lotteries, or felling Tickets. 294
lying and Libelling, how to be punifh'd. 1

1

M 156

M.
Ackrel, Penalty for catching

J
them at a certain Seafon of ?• 25,
the Year. J

Taken in Nets and Seines to be

forfeited. 25
Maintenance of poor and infirm Perfons,

when to be at the Province Charge. 138,149
When at the Charge > „

of the Town. f
23,1 3^,1^8,3jg

Malt, A£t relating to the making and mea-
furing it. 133

Marblehead Harbour, A£t for fecuring and

repairing it. 277
Penalty for fuch as (hall trefpafs upon

the Beach there. 278
Mariners dcferting their Service on Ship-

board, how to be proceeded with. 53, 118
Shifting from one VelTel to another with-

out Leave, to forfeit Wages. 53
Not to be fued for Debts contraded ")

without the Allowance of the Ship- ^ 53
matter. J

Market Clerks, their Choice. 20
Penalty for not ferving. 177

Marriages, who fhall confummate ") ,„

them >^7,68, 213

Fee allow'd. 17, 213
Certificate of 'em to be return'd to the

Town-Clerk. 68
Regifter of 'em to be kept. 17,68,213,267
Lift of 'em to be annually deliver'd by >

the Town-Clerk to the Clerk ofi'2i3

the Peace. J

May be declared void upon the Huf-
^

band's or Wife's Abfence beyond >59,99
Sea for a Time limited. J

When declared void, the Parties di-

1

vorced may not dwell together, on J- 68

Penalty. J

The Woman divorced may have Part of

her late Hufband's Eftate aflign'd her. 68

Publifhment of Intentions of Marriage
how to be made.

Penalty iox pulling it down when ported
up.

Marriages of Englifli with Negroes ot
MolJatto's forbidden

What Courfe to be taken when the
Banns of Marriage are forbidden. 68

Marriages (clandeftine) h&. to prevent
tJ^em.

68, 267
(InceftuouE) kOi to prevent them. 67

Married Perfons, their marrying again (the 1
former Hufband or Wife being alive) in \ 59
whatCafes not to be accounted Polygamy. J

M?r/Aff's Vineyard, {fff. erefted intOaCounty
called Dukes County. yg

Appeals from the Courts there, where
to be tried. ^q

Marfhall's Oath. 28
Matters of Veflels receiving on board Provi-

fions not mark'd, fubjeded to a Penalty. 8
Not to export raw Hides till they have

given Security. 127
To report to the Import Officer of all

Goods bro't from Netu-Hampjhire. 238
Not to fliip Seamen that were before

fhip'd in any other Veflel. 53
To give a Lift of Partengers by

j
them bro't into the Province. ( o

And to give Security forthemQ^^^j 244

totheSeled-Men. J

Importing Indian Slaves to enter their')

Names, (Sc. in the Secretary's (, ^
Office, and give Security to exportC' '^

them within a Month. >
Importing Negroes, to pay a Duty. 167
Entertaining Men's Sons or Servants on

Board, to be amerced. 64
Matrimony,when the Banns of Matrimony^

are forbidden, what Proceedings to be ^ 68
had thereon. J

See Marriages. 17, 59, 99, 167, 213,267
Mean-Procefs, on Bail given, how far the

Sureties fliall be liable. 41, 165, 210
Perfons thereon imprifoned, how long

to be held. 146
Meafurer of Salt, his Appointment and Duty. 9

Of Boards. 170
Meafures&Weights re- ?„ o /: o

gulated. 524,^28,164,289,316

To be called in and fealed Yearly. 24
Standard of 'em to be fVinchf/ierMea(iXTQ.2^

Standard to be prov'd anew. 289, 316
Penalty on fuch as ttiall not bring them

in to be prov'd and feal'd. 25
Penalty for expofing them to Sale un-

feal'd. " '

317
Penalty on Conftables and Sele£t-Men

neglcfting to choofe Sealers. 24
Sealer of 'cm, his Choice, Duty,and Pe-

nalty for Ncgledt. 24, 25, 164, 165
Meat blown or winded, to be forfeited. 16
Meetings ofTowns and Proprietors regulated.206
Meetings (Town) how to be warned. 23

For
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For choofing, RGprefentatives, by whom
to ho regulated. 34

Ten or moreFre^holders may have any i

thing inferted into the Warrant for \ 206

calling it. •

Moderator of it tQ fwear the Precinft-

Clerk in Cafe.
_ 295

(Of Proprietorsofcommon Lands) how
to be called. 19

1

Rcgiilatioft of 'em. 206

(Of Proprietors of common Fields) by

whom to be called. 98, 217

Of Proprietors of Wharfes, i^c. how
to be called. 304

Nothing to be tranfafted at any ^ ,

Town, Precin<a: of ProprietorsC ,,0'

Meeting, but what is inferted into\ ^ '

the Notiikation for fuch Meeting. -' "

Meeting-Houfes, PreciniSts impower'd to

faifil Taxes for building them. 216

Member* of the General Court not to be fued

(it molefted during the Seflion. 34
To have a Son ot Servant free from

Military Duty. 161

To pafs Ferriage-free at all Ferries.and

t-o be tranfport-Gd without Delay. 6

1

Menaces, how fuch as utter them fhall be

proceeded with.
'

i i

Meffengerof the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

his Fees ftated. 5^

Mles*s Bridge, ASt for rebuilding it. 306

Militia regulated. 42,109,116,152,188,189

Miller, his Toll for Grinding ftated. 174.274

To be provided with Scales & Weights

to weigh Corn. I74

Millers (in Bopn and Charle/lown) Penalty >

for not being provided with Scales and/

Weights: For taking exceffive Toll:? 274
For refufing to grind : For refufing to\^

weigh Corn

Mills,A<as for upholding and"}
^

regulating them. i '^' '
'95.273

Mill'Dams^yi;. Penalty for breaking or dam

nifying them Manner of Conviaion. 263

Pafiage to be made in them forFifh topafs.327

When they occafion the overflowing \

of Land,thePartyinjured to recover L 196

Damages. J
Minifters, Method of choofing them where

there is no Church gather'd. 36
How to be chofen where a Church is

gather'd. 36' 7°

Perfons voting in the Church may like

wife vote in the Town :

Saving for Bojion.

Their Settlement and Support provided

for. I7.36'i53'2i5.33i

Court ofSeOIons to give Order for their

Support, in Cafe. 18, 36, 154

Contradis with 'em to be fuIfiU'd. 17,154

Te'vns to be provided with 'em. 1

8

h

Precincls impower'd to affefs Rates for

their Support. 154,216
Not to be accepted as School-mafters in

their own Towns, 150
May confummate Marriages in their

own Towns. 17, 68
And in the next Town, in Cafe. 213
Penalty for not attending the Diredions

of the Law. 68
Minifters of the Church of England to have^

the Benefit of the Rates of fuch as attend r'33t-

the publick Worfliip with them. J

Mock-Sermons, Penalty on fuch as ftiall com-
pofe or publifti them. 186

Mulatto's putting off"ftollen Goods to be pu-
nifh'd by Whipping. 92
Not to be abroad after Nine o'Clock

at Night. 158
Not to be entertain'd in publick Houfes. 94
Not to intermarry with one of the Eng-

UJh or other Chriftian Nation. 1 67
Penalty on fuch as fhall join them in

Marriage. 167
Penalty for committingFornication with

one of the EngUJh Nation. 167
Striking an Englijh Man to be whipp'd.167
FreeNegroes to do Service equivalent)

to Trainings. C
To attend in Cafe of Alarm. C ^ 7

^

Not to harbour Servants. -^

None to be fet free until the Town be

indemnified from Charge.

Money (Silver) Value of it ftated.

(Coin) Adl againft counterfeiting

diminifliing it.

(Counterfeit or bafe) Adt againft mak-
ing or paffing it.

Money found, to be cried, i^c.

Mortgages to be regifter'd.

How to be difcharg'd. ' 8j

Mortgager allow'd a certain Term -\

wherein to fue for Redemption of^
an Eftate in the PofTeffion of the T
Mortgagee. -*

Rights ofredeemingLands mortgaged "S

liable to be taken by the Creditor C.

of the IVIortgager. C
Creditor to have a good Title. -'

Murther to be puiiifti'd with Death.

Murthering of Baftard Children, A6t to pre-

vent it.

Mufick difallow'd in publick Houfes.

And in the Streets in the Night-Time.

Mufler-Rolls, Ad to prevent Fraud in 'em.

157

32s

30s

NmiHcketi
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N"
yfwWriff,Title of Lands there conrirm'd.38

Apf)eals from the- Inferiour Court

there, where to be tried. 70,108,253
Court of Affize to be occafionally ~j

held there as the Governour and V 108
Council fliall dircil:. 3

Naval Office eltablifa'd,and Fees ftated. 151

Naval Officers not to clear Vellels 'till the

Duty of Light-Houfe be paid. 201

Naval Stores, AtSl concerning them. 199
Negroes not to be entertain'd in publick

Houfes. 94.

Selling ftolen Goods,how to be punifli'd. 92
Found abroad in theNight to be fent to

the Houfe of Correction.

Negro Slaves not to be manumitted 'till the

Town be fecur'd from Charge.

Penalty for ftriking one of the EngVtJh "}

or other Chriftian Nation in this ?

Province. ^

CommittingFornication with Englijh "\

Man or Woman, how to be pro-/

ceeded with. \
May not intermarry with theEngli/h.\

Penalty on fuch as fliall join them in N

Marriage.

Negroes imported to be enter'd, and Duty

paid. 167,

Negroes (free) to do Service equivalent to

Trainings. 17

To attend in Cafe, of Alarm. \
Not to harbour Servants. i '

New-Hampjhire, Duty on Goods imported

from thence, or exported from thisPro-

vince.

Penalty for unloading before Duty

paid : Oath to be given the Im-

porter.

News (falfe) Penalty on him that makes or

fpreads it.

Night, A£l to prevent Diforders in it, by

Negroes, i^c.

None to make a Rout or Diflurbance ")

in the Street in the Night Time, ? 185

on Penalty. -J

NoTown - Dweller to be tipling in pub-

lick Houfes after 9 at Night. 184

A'5«-«OT/>M Perfons. 57,172,223

Non-Suits, Cofts to be granted thereon. 144

Notary Publick, his Fees. 191

NuncupativeWills,when to be accounted good. 6

Direftions relating to the Probate of 'em. 7
Nufances(common) Aastol,i5, 76, 171, 175,

prevent them. J 179, 260, 322.

On Ways how to be removed. 50,84,297

In what 'Cafes Houfes in Bojon fliall be

deem'd Nufances. 2

158

157

167

167

168

238

'58

297

ike 7
( 224

I. J ^^5

il.

2C

O. Pyg,

OAths to be taken inftcad of the Oaths
of Allegiance, t^c. their Form. 224
By v/hom to be taken, and by ")

^Vhom adminiftred. Penalty v ,

for refufmg to take them ( ' ^
when tendred. -^

To be adminiftred to all Male Perfjns

of eighteen Years of Age. 26
Penalty for a firft and fecond Refufal. 26,27
( Of Officers,) their feveral Forms efta-

bli(h'd.' 27,28,29
Oath to be taken by the Juftlces of the Supe-

riour and Inferiour Courts, Form of it. 103
To be taken by Attornies' commonly

praiSlifmo:^ • 147
Of ColledJrs. - 231
Of Afi'edbrs.

'

279
OfFenders(criminul)Aafor puO

nifhingthem.
/9,4i:

Officers and others, when requir'd to take
'

the Oaths to his Majeflry.

By whom they fhall be adniiniftred.

Penalty for a firft and fecond Refufal. 225
Officers Fees eftabliQi'd. 29,58

To infpect publick Houfes, and to in-

form agaijift fuch as fell ftron?

Drink without Licence.

May command Affiftance for apprehend-

ing Criminals, difr. ICO

Office) s of the neighbouring Provinces not ^
to be obftrucled in paffing and repaffingC n

irj tliis Province in the Execution of \.
''"

Warrants, Uc. -^

Not to detain from the Creditor Mo-
nies levied by Execution,on Penalty. 31

1

Officers of Forts and Garrifons, i^c. mak-
^

ing or ligning a falfe, Mufter-Roll, fub- > 285

jecled to a Penalty. 3

(Military) theii Power and Duty: v'ld.

Militia regulated- 42
To affefs their Companies for procuring

Diums, i^c. I eg

Their Power and Duty in cafe of any

hoftile Invafion. 1 16

(Town) Officers when and how to be

chofen. 20

How to be fworn in Towns where no

Juftice dwells.

May be chofen atany otherTown-Meet-

ing than in March, in Cafe. 168

In Provinee-Toxim,vj\\<ii\ to be chofen. 285

Oppreffion of Debtors, Ad to prevent it. 315
Orchards, Robbers of them how to be pu-

nilli'd. 90
Original Summons, what fliall be accounted

a fufficient Service of it. 308

Ovcrfcers of the Poor, their Choice & Duty. 21

To fut idle Perfons to work. 22,232

To bind cut poor Children Appren-

tices. 22, 231

To provide for Idiots and diftradted

Perfons. 57

j
(In /?5/''^«) their Number fl:ated. 302

Their Power and Duty. %6t, 303
Packers.

'3°
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p. p.g.

PAckers, their Appointment and Duty. 7,8

Their Oath. 29
Packing of Fifh, Beef and Pork, Mi

to prevent Deceit therein. 7
Pamphlets (prophane or obfcene) Penalty on

fuch as write or publifh them. 186

Parifli,SeePrecina \ 60,154,216,230,236,
J 242,284,289,294,295

Parole Leafes or Eftates, of what Force to

be accounted. 5
Partition Fence, how to be maintain-

ed. 98,217,269,337
Partition of common Lands. 20,257

Of Lands betwixt Coparceners, (^c. 40
Penalty for making Strip and Wafte, 1

whilft Suit for Partition of Lands > 261

is depending. 3

Partition Walls of Buildings in Bojlon msiy be

fet one Half on the Neighbours Ground. 2

Pafiengers,Mafters of VefleJs to give aLift "t „

of 'em to the Seleil-Men, and Security f
-^ '

to indemnify the Town from Charge. J ^^'

Peace-breakers, how to be proceeded

againft. 11,41,92
Pedlars, A6t againft them. 252
Perambulation on the Boundary Lines be- ^

twixt Towns, how often to be attended, > 2C

and by whom. 3

Penalty for Negleft. 30c
Perjuries and Frauds, A6t to prevent them. 5

Perjury (wilful) what, and how to be

puniflied. IIj72

petitions to the Superior Court, Fee to be

paid for them. 227
Petty Chapmen, A& againft them. 252
Pilferers to be fent to theHoufeof Correftion.i 10

Pine Trees, Penalty for boxing or barking

them without Leave. 199
Pitch, Affize of Cafk made for it regulated. i 162

Cafk to be mark'd and regiftred. JI73
Plank to be furveyed and meafured.

^
Officers to be appointed for thatPurpofe. ^ '"

Pleas in Bar or Abatement to be made before

iffuable Pleas. 160

To be filed before thejury be impanelled.333

Polygamy to be punifhed with Death. \

Saving for Perfons where Hufband or /

Wife ftiall be abfent for a Timef
limitted, ^^9

And for Perfons divorced, or mar-' ^^

ried, within the Age of Con'

fent.

'~;;.'Si"r* > '3,.38,.39,.4,,3.c

when to be relieved at the Province

Charge. , 138,149

"Ttow:."""^"'} ^3..3„.48.3.8

When by their Relations. 23
Sele£l-Men to affefs the Inhabitants for

their Support. 112
To be fupported by fuch as receive 7

and entertain them at their firft^^'g'

coming into Town, in Cafe. J 3'°'

'4

Page

To be fet to Work. 1 1 2,232
Poor ofthe Town of 5<7/?««, ASt for em-

plo\'ing and providing for them. 302
PoorChildren to be bound outApprentices. 22,231

Popifh Priefts and Jefuits, AQ. againft them. 119

Pork, AQ. to prevent Deceit in packing it. 7

PoffefTion (Writ)Formofit. I4i>235

Pofleffions, Ads for quieting them. 83,202

Pofthumous Children, Adt providing for 'em. 125

Pofts, i^c. to be tranfported over Ferries

without Delay, 77
Potters Kilns eredled without Licence to be

deemed Nufances. 322
Pounds, each Town and Precin£t to be pro-

vided with them. 89
Penalty for being unprovided. 273
For what Caufes Cattle may be im- <^

pounded. / o

Owners of Creatures impounded may T ^

reprieve them. -)

Method of proceeding with Creatures

impounded. 89
Creatures impounded and not replevied

within 48 Hours, to be appriz'd, ijc. 158
Pound-breach, Penalty for it. go

Committed by Apprentices or Minors,

how to be punifh'd. 90
Pounds-Keeper's Fee. 52
Powder, See Gun-Powder. 169,203,219
Powder-Houfe, A£t for erecting one mBoJlon. 1 69
Precept for choofing Reprefentatives to be >

made out by SheriiFs within feven DaysS 54
from their receiving his Majefty's Writ. J
Form of it. 88

PreciniSs may appoint Officers and raife -

Monies for the Support of Minifterj, 154,
and for building and repairingMeeting ,' 216.

Houfes. J
Impower'd to choofe Colledors. 230
To choofe a Committee and others

Officers. 216,242
Clerk to be fworn by the Moderator,

in Cafe. 295
Meetings of Precinits how be

called. 236,242,289,294
To tranfaft nothing at their Meet-

^

ings but what is inferted in the ?• ^ ^

Warrant for calling them. J 9°°

May fue and defend. "i

When fued, how to be fummoned tOr6o
make anfwer. J

When a Precind is fet off from any^
Town, the remaining Part to be an ^"2 16
entire Precind:. J

Precindts to be anfwerable fordefeftiveCol-'

ledtors. 284
Priefts (Popifh) Adl againft them. 119
Prifons to be provided in each County. 1 22

To be in the Sheriffs Cuftody. 1
1

3

A£t for regulating them. 120
Prifon-Breach to be accounted one Evidence

againft the Prifoner. 1 20
Prifon
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Piifon Charges, Act for fecuring the Pay- •^

jment of them. (^

To be paid by PlaintifF's Attorney, T 1 68

in Cafe. J
Prifon-Keeper, hisDuty,Pena]ty forNegledl. 121

His Fees. 33
Impower'd to recover Prifon Charges. 168

Suffering anEfcape,how to be punifh'd. 121

May difpofe of Prifoners for Theft in ">

Service, for his ownFees & Charges r" 153
in Cafe. J

Having a Copy of aWarrant for col-

lecting Rates, may receive and

hold Perfons committed for Non-.

Payment.

Prifoners on Mean Procefs, how long they

148

may be held.

"For Debt efcaping, Penalty on him that

aflifts or furthers it.

For Theft, how long they may be
J

held at the Charge of the County. >

146

144

108

107

141

46

65

May be difpofed of inServicc, inCafe.

Lift of Prifoners to be returned by the

Keeper. 120

Private Ways, See Ways. 49,194,262,309
Priviledge of the Members of the General

Court. 34,61,161
Of the Judges of Affize. 161

Probate Judges, See I 3,29,36,74,222,239,
Judge of Probate. S 256,295,299.

Proceedings in Courts of Juftice, regulated.

Procefs ifluing out of the Superior Court,

hew to be fcrved.

(Original) what, and how to be ferved.

(Original and Judicial) whofe Telle it

fnall bear.

(Mean) Perfons imprifoned thereon,how
long they may be held.

Where Bail is given, how far the 1

Surety fhall be liable in Cafe of >

the Principal's Avoidance. 3

Promifes and Agreements by Parole, how
far binding. 5

Prophanation of the Lord's-Day, See Lord's-

Day. 14,185,211,266,324
Prophane Songs, mock Sermons, &c. Penalty

for compofing or publifhing them. 186

Prophanenefs and other Immoralities, Laws
againft them to be read niTown Meetings. 183

Proprietorsof common Lands, their Power
ftated. 20,191
How a Meeting of 'em fhall be call-

ed and regulated.

How theirVoices are to be collefted,

May fue and defend.

When fued how to be fummoned to } 60

make anfwer.

Writ to be fcrved 30 Days before the

Impower'd to raife Money. • -^-^

Manner of collefting it.

May choofe a Treafurer. 323
May chofe a Clerk. His Duty. 191

5 206.

May appoint 3, Method for calling

Meetings. 191
May makeOrders and annex Penalties. 259
May tranfadt nothing at theirMeetings ")

but what is inferted in theNotiiica- r-iQI

tion for fuch Meeting. J

Proprietors of new Townfhips, impower'd^
to raife Money to defrey the Charges of > 313
fettling them. J

When delinquent, their Lands to be

fold.
_

3i3'3i5
Proprietors of common and general Fields,

how a Meeting of 'em may be called. 98,217
The Fence inclofing them to be ap-

portioned. 217
Such Proportion to be recorded. 217
Partition Fences to be maintained in the

Proportions ftated. 98,217,269,33$
To keep up the Bounds betwixt 'em. 20
May raife Taxes, chufe AffelTors and

Colleftors ; to be under Oath. 269,323
Perfons aggrieved by anyAffefirnent, ") ,

may be relieved by the Court of ^ °'

Seifions of the Peace. 3 3 4°

May choofe Haywards. 269
Proprietors of Wharfes or other real EftateT

befide Lands, hov./ aMeetingof 'emmay r-304
be called. J

When fued, how the Writ or Summons
ftiall be ferved. 304

Province Charge, who to be relieved

at it. 138,149
Province Monies, the difpofal of 'em to be ac-

counted for by the Treafurer. 73
Province-Town may choofe their Town Of-

ficers in "January yearly. 285
Provifions pack'd, to be reviewed by the

Packer, in Cafe. 8
Publication of Intentions of Marriage, how

to be made. 17
Publick Notary, his Fees. 191

Publick Houfes regulated. V ^3'H,63'7^94.
S 90,184,237,252.

How to be provided for Entertain-

ment. 94,1X4.

To be infpefted by Grand Jurors, Tith-

ing Men, ^c. 63
Penalty on Officers who {hall bebribedto

negled their Duty herein. 63
Violation of the Laws relating to them,

to be inform'd of. 63
To be near common Roads or Places of

great Refort. 96
None to keep 'em, or to 1

fcllftrongDrinkwithout > 13,63,71,185.
Licence, on Penalty. J

No more of 'em to be licenced than fhall

be neceffary. 96
Keepers of them to recognize as -1

Weil to keep goodOrder, as > ''"j*

topayExcife. 3 95,96-

Form of the Recognizance. §4
A Lift of their Names to be tranfmittcd

to the Sc=lea-Men. 184
Rcfufing
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Refufing to entertain Travellers, to for-

feit their Licence. 184
Not to entertain Town Dwellers on the

Sabbath, as Guefls, l^c. 94., 1 84
Not to fufFer Town Inhabitants to fee >

and tipple or drink to excefs there, C 94?
or to continue there above oneHour \ 1 84
or after 9 o'Clock at Night. J

Not to entertainServants orNegroes,g4,i84
Not to fuffer Singing, Fiddling,Dancing,

is'c. in fuch Houfes. 184
Not to entertain Hawkers, Pedlers or

Petty Chapmen. 252
To forfeit Debts for Victuals and Drink

exceeding the Value of /«z Shillings. 237
To forfeit their Licences in Cafe. 63,184

Publick Worfliip to be attended on Lord's-

Days. 14,211
Publifhments when ported, not to be pull'd

down, on Penalty. 1

7

Purchafes of Indian Land ( made without
Licence) void. 150

Penalty on the Purchafers> 151

Quakers to make and fubfcribe the De-
claration of Fidelity. 27
And Declaration inftead of the

Abjuration Oath. 226
Quieting of Poffeffions, Ads for that Purpofe

provided. 83,202
^ietus ejl, to the SheriiF on paffing his Ac-

count, and his paying the Ballance. 42

RAilers (common) to be fent to the Houfe
of Correftion. IIO

Rape or Ravifliment, A6t againfl: it. 80
Rates and Taxes, by whom to be allefs'd and

colletaed. 21,154,170,178,279,281,323
See Affeffors and Colledtors.

(Town) Form of the Warrant for col-
leiiing them 147 |

Page
(Precindf) the Warrant for colleding^

them, to be of the likcForm withthat ("154
prefcribed for Town Rates. ^

Diftrefs to be made on fuch as negledt

to pay, 22,282
In want of Goods, bfc. whereon to dif-

train, to be committed. 282
(County, Town and Precindt) to be^

apportioned by the fame Rule as>28l
publick Taxes. J

May be gather'd only by a Conftable or

Cclleftor. 178
Or in Cafe of their Difceafe by their

Executors or Adminiftrators. 245
Colledtors ofRates, not iffuing their "h

Accounts thereof within a Time > 22,78
limitted, liable to a Suit. J

And to have their own proper Goods
diftrain'd on. 283

Rates ( exceflive ) to whom to be aba-

ted. 22,281,324
AffelTments on Lands in any TownT

where the Owner doth not dwell, fli'^
how to be colFecled. J

Afleflments of Troops and Foot Com- "j

panies, by whom to be made and>j09
for what Charges. J

Rating or afleffing of Perfons coming to re-

fide in any Town, fliall not oblige fuch

Town to fupport them in cafethey fliould

fland in Need.
Ravenous Dogs to be kill'd.

-RealEftatef,SeeEftates.4,6,75,r35,22r,i57,284

Reafons of Appeal may be amended in Court.243
Appellant excufed from filing or pro-

ducing any. 327
Recognizance (forfeited by whom to be put

in Suit. 97
Redemption ofEftates taken inExecution, may

be fued for in three Years. 103,221
From what Term the three Years are

to commence. igO
Redemption of Eftates mortgaged, where the

Mortgagee is in PofTeffion. 103,221,305
Re-entry of an Adion after Default made,

allowed in cafe. 333
Reformation Aft. 183
Regimental Muflers, how often they may

beheld.
'

43
Rcgiftring of Deeds and Conveyances pro-

vided for. ^l,^ol,2^Z

Regifters of Deeds, their Appointment. 201,235
Fees.

'

82,83
To give Security. 201

To be chofen once in five Years. 201,234
How to be chofen in cafe of a Vacancy. 249
To refide and keep his Office in the

Shire Town. 202,235

In cafe of a Vacancy in that Office, 1

the Clerk of the Pleas to receive > 249
Deeds, &c. *

Regulation ofProceedings inCourtsof Juftice. 144

Rencounters and Duels^how to be punifh'd. 274
Rents

319

206
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54

Page

Rents of Eftates not divifible, lyable to Exe-

cution. 221

Replevins, by whom to be granted, andMan-
ner of profecuting 'em. 89
Form of the Writ. 235

May be granted by the Town Clerk. 79

Copy of the Writ left with theDefendant

iliall oblige him to anfwer. 236

Reports (falfe) Penalty for making or fpread-

ing them. 1

1

Reprefentatives, A£t for afcertaining their

Number, i^c. 33
What Number fhall conftitute a Houfe. 34
Who qualified to be chofen. 54
Their Allowance. 34)i97

Penalty for Non-Attendance. 34)54
Not to depart without Leave. 34
What Towns (hall have the Priviledge of

fending one or more Reprefentatives. 33
Town-Meetings for choofing them, by

whom to be regulated. 34
Perfons offering theirVotes, when quef-

tion'd to make Oath. 55
Penalty on Perfons unqualified that fhall ^

vote in the Choice of them.

And on fuch as fhall put in more than'

one Vote. -'

DutyorSherifFs,Selea-Men,Conflables')

with Reference to the Eledtion ofC34
Reprefentatives, and Penalty for C 54
Negleft.

_

-^

Reprefentatives to be foleJudges of theEledlion

of the Members of their Houfe. 34
Not to be fued or molelled during the

Seffion of the General Court. 34
To have a Son or Servant exempted from

Military Duty. 161

To be tranfported over Ferries without

Delay, and Ferriage-Free. 61

Refcous, how to be puniih'd. 90

Refiduary Legatee, being an Executor, may

fue his Co-executor. 159

Reftraint of Sabbath-breakers, what to be

underftood by it. 15

Retailers not to be licenced, 'till approbated

by the Selea-Men. 184

To become bound by Recognizance. 95

Their Licence to be forfeited, in cafe. 63

Their Houfes to be entred and infpedted

by Officers. 63,265
Not to fufFer Peifons to tipple In their 1

Houfes ; nor to fell otherDrink than > 63
what they have Licence for. 3

Not to entertain Town Dwellers on 1

the Lord's-Day, or on the Evening ^ 265
before or after, on Penalty. 3

To forfeit Debts for Viftuals and Drink,

exceeding the Value o^ ten Shillings. 237
Penalty on fuch as fliall Retail without

Licence. I3'63,7i,i85

Mannerof their Convi£tion. 96
Revelling in publick Houfes, prohibited on

Penalty. 184

Page
Review in civil Caufes, allow'd. 146

Execution not to be {laid by Reafon of
any Procefs of Reviev^. 146

Both Parties reviewing, the fame Jury
thall try both Aftions. 234

Execution ( on Judgment obtain'd on 1
Appeal at theSuperior Court) to be [-293
flaid on Review bro't, in cafe. i

( V/rit) may be ferved on theAttorney or

Agent of the originalPlainlifF, in cafe.293

In real A£lions, may be ferved on the

Ter-Tenant in cafe. 293
Rioters, how to be proceeded againft. 11

(Common) to be fent to the Houfe of

Corredfion. no
Road (Country) See Ways. 48,49,50,84,297

Nufances on them to be removed. 50, 85,297
Robbery how to be punifh'd. 10,181,212
Robbing of Orchards, Gardens, &c. how

punifh'd. go
Rockets, not to be thrown in Bojlon Streets,

on Penalty.
'

204
Rogues, Vagabonds, t^c. to be fent to the

Houfe of Correftion. 1 1 o
Rofin, AfTize of Cafk made for it regulated. \i6z

Cafk to be marked and regiffred. '173
Rout or Difturbance in Night forbidden, on

Penalty. 185
Rules for Practice in Courts, Juflices impov/-

ered to make them. 145
Rum, A61 to prevent Abufes in diflilling it. 240
Run-away Souldiers or Marriners, how to

be tried. 118
Run-away Servants, how to be proceeded

with. no

SAbbath, See Lord's- ) 14, 41, 94, 185,

Day. J 211, 264, 324.

Sale of Goods of the Value of ten Pounds,

void, unlefs, ^c. 6

Sale of real Mates, to be regiftred. 8

1

Of real Eftates belonging toPerfons de-
^

ceas'd, to be made with Licence ^75
from the Superior Court. J

Publifh Notice thereof to be given by
Adminiftrators, i^c. 222

Salt, Meafurerofit, his Appointment and

Duty. g
Schools,
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Schools, Towns to be provided with 'em,

on Penalty. 18,149,216
Truftces for 'em, Impower'd to fue

and defend. 6c

School-Maftcrs to be fetled and fupported. 17

To be approv'd. 150,185

The Minifter of a Town not to be ac-

cepted as School- Mafter. 150

Scire Facias (Writ) Form of it. 141,235

To be ifl'ued on Suit brought on Forfei-

ture of a Recognizance. 97
To be granted on Suggeftion of Wafte. 150

May be taken out againfl: Sureties upon

Mean-Procefs, in Cafe. 41,165,210
To iffue from Time to Time upon \

Judgment obtained onBonds with ^
Penalties for the Payment of Mo- V ^

nies at fundry Times. -^

How fuch Writ fhall be ferved. 134
Scolds or Brawlers (common) to be fent to the

Houfe of Corre<5lion. lie

Scriptures (canonical) not to be denied or

reproached, on Penalty. 81

Scyths (naked) Penalty for riding with 'em. 252

Seal (great) or PrivySeal of theKing, or Sea! )

of this Province, counterfeiting them to>-76

be deemed High-Treafon. J

Sealer of Weights and Meafures, his Choice,

Duty, Penalty forNegle£t.24,25,i64,i65,3i7

(Of Leather) to be chofen and fworn. 21

Their Duty. Penalty for Neglefl. 86,87

Penalty for refufmg to ferve. 177
Penalty for refifting them whilft doing

their Offcc. 87

Their Fee for Sealing. 87

Seamen, A£t for regulating them. 52

Not to be arrefted for Debt contrafted
>^

without Allowance, whilft they be- /

long to any Ship, i:fc. S
Procefs granted for fuch Debt to be void, (

Shifting from the Ved'el to which they 2
belong to another, to forfeit aMonths
Wages.

Penalty on Mafters of Veflels that ftiallf

(hip fuch as belong to other Veflels. ^
Seamen deferting the Service of the

Ship to which they belong,

imprifoned.

Deferting his Majefty's Service, to be

proceeded againft as Felons.

Searchers of Leather. 86,177
(Of Tar, Turpentine, bfc.) their Ap-
pointment, Duty, andFee. 163,164,173

Secretary's Fees. 30,202,214
5f//'7« (Writ) Form of it, 137
Seletl-Men, their Choice and Duty. 21

To renew the Bounds of Townfhips. 20

Negle£iing theirDuty, with rcfped to the

Support of Minifters, to be amerced. 36
To provide for the Settlement and Sup-

port of School-Mafters. 1

8

Maymake Orders andBy-Laws,having
Inltriidions from their Town for

that Purpofe.

'53

the.

keep 1

To be AflefTors in Cafe, 28

g

To make Afleflments for County and

Town Charges. 2j,28o
To afl'efs theLihabitants of thcirTown for

the Support and Employ of the Poori lit

To affefs Money for building Mceting-

Houfes, t5V. in Cafe, 216

To call Town Meetings. 20,21

To bind out poor Children Appren-

tices. 22,231

To provide for Idiots and diftrafled

Pcrfons. 57
To fet idle Pcrfons to work, 22,232

To regulate Town Meetings for the

Choice of Reprefentatives. 34
Their Duty upon receipt of the Pre- ,

cept for choofmg them ; andPenalty K 54
for negledling it. '

To lay out private Vv^ays. 49;i94

To fwear Town-Officers in Cafe. j 30
To appoint Informers againft fuch")

as tranfgrefs the Laws made for > 185

Reformation of Manners. J

To poft reputed Drunkards. 64, 184

To provide for-Foreigners vifited with

infectious Sicknefs. 148

To provide a Stock of Pow-Ser and Am-
munition for the Town. 46

To aflign Places for Pounds. 89
None to be originally licenced to keep"

a publick Houfe without their

probation.

To feize Sheep, ^c. carried alive to 1

Market in any otherWay orManner f j6
than fuch as is by Law appointed. J

To beinform'd of fuch as are receiv'd '\

and entertain'd in anv Town as^ 309
Inmates, fa^'f. within a Time li- C 318
mited. •)

(Of Bojim) to keep the Court-Moufe

there in Repair. 48
They, with the Juftices, to lay out

Streets, bfc. i, z
(Of Market Towns) together with two >

Juftices, to aflign Places whereon to ^i6
erefl: laughter-Houfes, Still-Houfe?, J

Ser.mons (Mock) Penalty on fuch as compofe

or publifh them. 186

Serpents or Squibs not to be thrown in Lofton

Streets, on Penalty. 204
Servants not to be entertain'd in Publick")

Houfes, or to have any Drink there with- >94
out their Matter's fpecial Order. )

(Stubborn, or Runaways) to be fent tp

the Houfe of Correflion, no
Deferting their Mafter's Service, how

to be puniftied. 64.

When brought into the Province, tol

be provided for by their Mafters, ? 13S

in Cafe. J

Entertain'd on board anyMan of War ^

or Merchant Ship, the Captain or ^ 64.

Mafter of fuchShip liable to aPenalty)

Not
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52

Fage

Not to be tranfported out of the Province

unlefs with Confent of their Mafters. 219
Selling ftollen Goods,how to be punifli'd.g2

(or Slaves) not to be manumitted 'till the

Town be fecur'd from Charge. 157
The Importation of Indian Slaves for-

bidden. 188

Negro Slaves imported, to be entred and

Duty paid. 167 See Negro.

Seflions. See Court.

Settlement of Eftates of Intef-> 3,4,125,177,222
tates,A£b providing for it. 5*286,295,300,301

Settling of Grants from the General Court. 212

Sewers Commiffion and Power. 155
Sheep, Cruelty to 'em forbidden. 16

Not to go on the Common without a

Keeper.

Who may impound them,and for what

Caufes. 89
To be apprized and fold, in Cafe. 158

Sherifl-", his Oath. 28. Fees. 32, 54, 79
Travelling Fees. 58
His Accompts to be pafs'd, and ^deius

thereon to be granted him. 42
^iictus being granted him, he fhall be^

difcharg'd, unlefs call'd in QueflionC

within two Years from the Time off^
granting it.

-*

To make uutPrecepts for choofingRe- ^
prefentatives within fevenDays from C
his receiving His Majefty's Writ. \ ^'^

Penalty for Negleft.
-*

May require Aid in Cafe. ")

Penalty onPerfons refufing to aflifl him. V 100

And on fuch as pretend to be Sheriffs, V.

&c. when not fo.

To return Jurors, in Cafe. 105,107

To have the Cuftody of the common ,

Goal.

To be anfwerable for his Under'

Keeper.

To give Security.

His Salary.

T"o difperfe the Treafurer's Warrants 1

for afTeffing or colleding publick >

Taxes. ,
3

Not accounting with the Province")

Treafurer forTaxes levied byWar-
rant of Diftrefs, their Eftates liable

to be diflrained on. -^

Nottodetain from the Creditor Monies
levied by Execution, on Penalty. 311

- Sheriffs,y^. of the neighbouring Proviiices 1
allow'd to pnfs and repafs in thisProvince

J- 248
in the Execution of Writs, iffc. J

(Defeftive) theirLands whenlevied by 1

Warrant of Diftrefs to be fold, and f-313

theirBodies liable tobetaken,inCafe. J

Shingles, Affize of 'em regulated. ^,
(Defeftive) to be forfeited. 5 9

(Merchantable) Dimenfions of 'cm."^

Not holding out in Number, to be > 179
forfeited. Fee for furveying 'cm. J

149

325

09

281

284

Trefpafs in carrying them away with-

out Leave of the O'vner. 258
Ship-Maflrers, fee Mafters ^ 8,53,64,127,138,

ofVeffels.
_

i 189,238,244
Shooting Guns in the Night, in Time of War

prohibited, unlefs in Cafe of an Alarm. 117
Shooting them near the E.oad on Bojlon-

Neck forbidden, on Penalty. 193
Sicknefs (contagious) Act to prevent its

fpreading. /

Perfons vifited with it,how to be pro- > p

vided for, and at whofe Charge. L "^

Two Juftices may imprefs Lodgings/

and other Neceffaries for them.

Perfons to be reftrain'd from coming^
on Shore from Veffels where fu

Sicknefs is.

Silver, the Value of it flated.

Penalty for giving or receiving it

;

higher Rate. 326
Singing difallow'd in publick Houfes. 184

i And in the Streets in the Night-time. 185
I SinglePerfons under 2iyears of Age fhall live

under feme orderly Family Government. 232
Slate or Tile, Houfes in Bojion to be cover'd

with it. I

Slaves, feelndian, > o c 00
Negro,Molatto. } 92,94,157,158,167,188

Slaughter Houfes, when to be deemed Nu-
fances. 15, 76, i8o

Seledl Men to aflign Places whereon to

eredl them. 16

Slit-Work to be view'd and meafur'd be-T

fore it be exported for Sale : Officers to ^ 179
be appointed for that Purpofe. J

Penalty for carrying it away without

Leave of the Owner. 258
Small-Pux, its fpreading, how to be pre-

vented ; fee Sicknefs. 148

Soldiers ; fee Militia. 42, 152, 188

Songs (prophane or obfcene) Penalty on fuch

as compofe or publifli them. 186

Sons and Servants (ftubborn) to be fent to

the Houfe of Corredion. I lo

Sons under Age,cr Servants, Penalty on 7

Mafters ofVeffels that (hall entertain ? 64,219
or tranfport them. -'

Specialties with Penalties, Equity in the Pay-

ment of 'em provided for. 102,301

Where there are divers Payments, -^

Judgment to be made up for theC ^

whole Ptn Ity : and Writs of Sdye< ^°^

Facias to ifiue from Time to Time. J
Sports on theLord'sDay for- I ^^ 5

bidden. J
t, o t

And on the Evening following. 15,185
Spurious If ue. Ad to prevent it. 1 67
Squibs not to be thrown in the Streets in

Bo/ion, on Penalty. 204
Standard of Weights and Meafures in each

Town to be proved. 165, 289, 316
Stealing how to be punifli'd. 10, 212, 310

See Theft.

Still-
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Still-Houfes, Adts concerning them. 15,76,180
Stocks, each Town to be provided with 'em,

on Penalty. 226
Who to be fet therein. 9,10,11,41,207

Stolen Goods, Perfons receiving them, how-

to be puniftied. ^2, 240
Strangers not to be entertain'd in anyTown

^

as Inmates, feV. without Notice given > 3°9

to the Selea Men. J 3'^

Strays, when Creatures may be proceeded

with as fuch. 89
Manner of proceeding with Strays. 93
Any Perfon may take up Strays, and 1

be allow'd his Charges without ai, f 267
Apprizement, &c. 3

Strays and loft Goods, Fee to the Clerk i

for entring them. /
Entries to be fent to the County Re- > 266

gifter. (

Regifters Fees. )

No Strays to be made at a certain Sea- 1

fon of the Year, unlefs the Beaft be >93
taken Damage feafant. J

Streets, Incroachmencsonthem, to be deemed
Nufances, and to be removed. 50,84,29-

(In Bo/hn) by whom to be laid out. 2

Strip and Wafte, not to be made on Land
whilft Suit is depending for the fame. 321

Penalty for making it, whilft Suit for

Partition is depending. 261

Not to be m.ade hy Coparceners, &c.
without giving notice, &c. 261

Strong Drink, See Liquors. 13555,63,71,185
Suggeftion of Wafte, Procefs to be had thereon. 159
Suits, A6t for Limitation of 'em. 320

Where Eftate is attach'd, the Defendant

to be fummoned. 134
For Book Debts, &c. theDefendant')

may plead his Book by Way cf ^ 292
Ballance to thePlaintifF'sDemand. J

When bro't againftTowns, Precincts, {ffc.

how the Summons fhall be ferved.60,255

When brought againft Perfons out

of the Province, how the Courts

Juftice fhall proceed.

Wherein the King is concern'd may
originate in any Court. 139

For Redemption of Eftates, to be brought

within a limited Term. 103,221,305
Summons to be left where Goods are at-

tach'd. Manner
How to

Dower
How to be ferved, when Towns,

3Ut^

iofJ-135

Sureties on mean Procefs, how far liable in

Cafe of the Principal'sAvoidance. 41,165,210
To bedifcharged, rendring the Princi-

pal. 41 5 1 65
Writs of Scire Facias, may be ferv'd ^

on them within two Years, inC
fuch Counties where the Superior C
Court fets but once in a Year. -^

May have their Aftion againft the prin-

cipal Debtor. 41
(On Appeals) to anfwer intervening

Damages, in Cafe. 133
Surveyors of High-Ways, their Choice, Oath,
Power and Duty. _ 21,48,50

Penalty for refufing to accept, or neg-

leding their Duty. 50
To have their feveral Diftri£ts ap-

^
pointed them. / ^

To notify Perfons to work in ther ''"

High-Ways. J
Surveyors of Turpentine, their Appointment,
Duty and Oath. 163,164,173

Swearing prophanely, how to be

punifti'd. 9,41,297
Swearing Witneft'es, Ceremony to be ufed

therein. 145
Swine, to be yoked and ringed. 52

For whatCaufes they may be impounded. 89
If found Damage feafant while unyoked -j ,

or unringed, the Owner to pay/
double Damages ; and the Swine to f ^

be impounded. j
The Owner may replevie them. 8a
To be appriz'd and fold, in Cafe. 150

ae lerc wiiere vjoous aicai- 1

anner of ferving it. C
be ferved upon a Writ of T 34

, or Scire Facias. '

ow to be ferved, when Towns, ^

Precinfls, Proprietors ofCom- S-

mon Lands, &c. are fued. J

60,255

^ ^ 30+

From Clerks of the Peace, to run thro'

the Province. 17c
For Witneffes in civil Caufes, who may

grant them. 79jI45
Form of the Summons. 145

Superiour Court, See 7 57,68,70,75,107,227
Court Superiour. i*253, 257, 27c, 336.

r Ales-Men, by whom to be re-

turn'd. 105,107,109
Tallow-Chandlcrs, Afls concerning

them. 15,76,180
Tanners, Ail for regulating them. 85
Tar-Cafks, Affize of it regulated. 162

To be marked and regiftred. 173

Taverners, See publicHoufes.
| ^^'^if^^^h^S^

Faxes, fee Rates.

Tenants, Perfons in Poffeflion of the real 1

Eftates of Debtors fhall attorn and be- > 221

come Tenants to the Creditors, inCafe. J
(In Common) how they may be com-

pelled to make Partition. 40
Taken
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83

Afl: to prevent their making Strip and

Waftc. 260
Tenements, liable to Execution for

Debts. 75,221,305
Taken in Execution, may be redeemed

in twelve Months. 190,221,305
See Lands, Eftates Real.

Teftimonies may be taken out of Court,

in Cafe. 72
Theft, how to be puniflied. 10,212,310

Perfons apprehended for it, ifadmitted to

Bail to recognize to theParty injured. 212
Perfons committed for it, not to be ^

held more than thirty Days at theC.

Charge of the County, for Dam- C ^^

mages awarded. -'

Prifoners for Theft may be difpofed of ")

in Service, to fatisfy the Keeper's >
Fees and Charges. J

Concealing or embezelling Goods,

taken out of Houfes on Fire, to
'

deemed Theft.

Thieves, Hue and Cry after them, by whom
to be made out. 1

1

Threatning Speeches, the Manner of proceed-

ing againft fuch as utter them. 1

1

Tile or Slate, Buildings in Bo^on to be co-

ver'd with it. I

Timber to be meafur'd before Sale ; Meafu-

lers to be appointed for that Purpofe. 1 79
Penalty for cutting it on others Land.91 ,250

Penalty for carrying it aWay without

Leave of the Owner. 258, 263
Tipling in publickHoufes forbidden,onPenalty. 94.

Tipling Houfes, Penalty for keeping them. 7 r

Tiplers (common) to be pofted. 64, 184
Penalty for entertaining them in publick

Houfes after they have been pofted. 64
Toll for grinding of Grain,what Proportion. 174

Penalty for taking excelTive Toll. 274
TollingHorfes to be exported.Ad requiring it. 1 3

1

Towns to be provided with A'linifters, and

to fupport them. 18,36,70,154,216
And with School-Mafters, and to fup-

port them. 17,18,149,216
The Number of Reprefentatives which

they may choofe limited. 33
Negleding to choofe Seled-Men or Af-

feffors, fubjeded to a Penalty. 280

To be anfwerable for defe(Sl:iveColle<3:ors284

To eftablifh private Ways laid out by

Scled-Men. 262

To be provided with Stocks, 226

To be at the Charge of their own Sick. 148

To fupport fuch (in Cafe of Need) as

have had their Confent for dwelling)

there. f
And fuch as by refiding there for the>i39

Space of 1 2 Months, without being!

warn'd to depart, are become Inha-)

bitants.

To be indemnified fromCharge for the 7

Reliefof Perfons bro't into the Pro- ? 138

vince by Mailers of Vefl'cls. '

May fue and defend by themfelves or

Agents. 60
AVhen fued, how to be fummoned to

make Anfwer. 60
Writs to be fcrv'd on Towns 30 Days

before the Court's Sitting. 255
Town-Clerk ; fee Clerk. 21, 37, 79, 145, 213,290
Town-Dwellers not to fit drinking or tipling »

in publick Houfes ; or to continue theref

(unlcfs upon extraordinary Occafions)'bove/'' 94
an Hour ; or to be there on the Lord's.X

Dav as a Gueft, (jfc.

Or to be drinking there after 9 o'Clcck

at Night. 184
Town-Houfe in Bojion, at whofe Charge to

be repair'd. 48
Not to be incumber'd. 332

Town-Inhabitants,Loo o
fee Inhabitants.

r23>i38,i39,i84.309,3r8

Town-Meetings, how to be warn'd. 23
To be call'd by the Seleft-Men. 20,21

By a Jullice of the Peace, in Cafe. 24
No Matters to be tranfacted in them,

but what are exprefs'd in the War- ?• 206
rant for calling them. J

For choofuig Reprefentatives,by whom
to be regulated. 34

Town and Proprietors Meetings regu-

lated. See Meetings. 2c6
Town-Officers, when and how to be cho-

fen. 20, 21, 168
How to be fvvorn in Towns where no

Juftice dwells. 130
When to be chofen in the Town of

Province-Town. 285
TownOrdersorBy-LawSjwho may make 'em. 21

Breakers of 'em,how to be punifli'd.21,207

Town-Rates; fee Rates. 21,22,78,147,178,

245,279,281
Town-Treafurer ; fecTreafurer. 115,205
Townlhips, A£t for regulating them. 1^

Bounds of 'em to continue. J

And to be perambulated and renewed

witiiin a Time limited. 20,300
(New) impower'd to raife Monies to .

carry on the Settlement of 'em. /313
TheLands of theGrantees that negled/' 315
to carry on theSettlement,to be fold. )

Trainings ; who liable to train, and wjio ex-

empted. 42, 44,152,161
(Of fmgle Troops and Companies)^

how often to be lield. {

('Of Regiments) to beheld but oncer 43,44
in three Years. \

Penalty for not attending them.

Tranfportation of Servants or Sons under Age
prohibited on Penalty. 219

Travelling on the Lord's-Day forbidden,

on Penalty. 14, 21 1, 265
Trcafon (High) Ad againfi it. I ^

,

Trials in fuch Cafe,how to be regulated, i '

Treafurer (Province) to accompt with the

General Court. 73

(County)

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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(County) his Choice, Duty, Oath. 1

To account with the Court of Genera! 5-
19

Seflions of the Peace. 3

To lay his Accompts before the Gene-
ral AfTembly. 178

His Power to inforce the Payment of

County Charges. 178
To recover the Penalty for joining Per-

fons in Marriage contrary to Law. 68
(Town) his Choice,Duty & Oath.i 15,205
To accompt with the Town. 115
(Of a Propriety) his Choice and Power.323

Trees, not to be cut or carry'd away without

Leave of the Owner, onPenalty. 91,250,258
Penalty for cutting them on Land »

whilft Suit is depending for Reco-/- 322
very of the Poireffion of it. J

TrefpafTes, Ads for pre- } „ .

venting them ? 90,250,258,263

Trefpafs or Damage done by Cattle

Common Fields, to be eltimated and

recompenced.

Happening thro' Deficiency of the

Fence, the Owner of the Fence
to make good the Damage

Trefpafs by robbing Orchards orGardens, ')

cutting Grafs, Corn, (jfc. carrying ^ 90,
away Pofts, Rails,Boards,Timber, i^c. C 258
Ads to prevent it.

-'

Manner of Convidion. 251,259
Children or Servants offending how to

be punifh'd. 91
Convidion of fuch Trefpafs, not to bar

a Profecution for Theft. 259
Trefpafs in fellingTrees, throwing downFences

tfc. the Manner of Conviftion. 251
Perfons difguis'd committing it, to be

punifh'd by Whipping. 251
Trefpafs in breaking or damnifying Mills,")

Mill-Dams, or Appurtenances, how to 263
be punifhed, \

Manner of Convidion. 264
Trefpafs (Suit) when commenced before a -x

Juftice of the Peace, in Cafe the De- /
fendant juftify on Plea of Title, the Caufe C

^^

to be removed. J
Trefpafs and Ejedment (Suit) how to be

profecuted.

The Defendant not oblig'd to find

Sureties for Appearance : Nor to

anfwer for more than he has in Pof-

feflion.

Troops and Troopers. 1
See Militia. j> 42, 43, 109, ]

Trufts in Land,£3'f. Creation or Declaration

Pag,

Before a Juftice of the Peace, Method
of proceeding therein. yg',

Tunnage of Veficls, how to be eftimated. 2CQ
Turpentine drawn without Licence, to be

forfeited. 199
Turpentine-Cafk,Affize ofit regulated. 162,199

To be mark'd and reg-iftred. '73
Put up into Cafk without being ftrain'd,

to be forfeited. 163
Trees from whence Turpentine is 1

drawn, not to be cut or box'd with- f 199
outLeave of the Owner,on Penalty. 3

Tything-A'Ien,theirChoice,Duty andOath, 21,95
Penalty for not ferving. 96
AUow'd the Benefit of Informers. 06

263

ig ; unlefs they arife > 6of *em tobeinWritm£
by Implication of Law.

Truftees for Schools may fue and defend.

{OfHopiinton) impower'd to give new
Indentures, the better to fecure the
Interefts of their Tenants.

Trials in Civil Caufes regulated.

h
329

144

VAgabonds, how to be employ'd and
punifli'd.

J 10
Who may be proceeded with as fuch-

1 39
Veal not to be blown or winded.

j 6
VefTels, Mafters of 'em. i 8, 53, 64, 127, 138,

See Mafters. i 189, 238, 244.
Vi£tuallers to be licenced.

To give Bond, /
Not to allow of Gaming in their Hou- J» i ^

fes, or Dependences thereof. I

See publick Houfes. '

Viewers of Calk, their Appointment, Duty
and Fee. 163

Villages may fue and defend by themfelves

or Agents. 60
When fued, how to be fummoned to

make Anfwer. 69-

See Precindts.

Voters in Town Affairs, their Qualification. 20
For Reprefentatives. ^4, 5|

See Pag. 7. of the Royal Charter.

Penalty for voting, not being qualified. )

For putting in more than one Vote. j^"*"

When queftion'd to make Oath. 55

Unlicenced
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T JNlicenced Houfes, A£ts for fupprefllng

^^ them. 13,63,71,185
Perfons felling ftrong Drink without Li-

cence to be corporally punifh'djinCafe. 71
Strong Drink found there to be feiz'd. 7

1

May be entred and infpedled by Officers. 63
Ufury (exceflive) A&. for reftraining it. 37

Intereftfor Loan of Money, how much
^

allow'd. S38
Penalty for taking more, J

90

W.
WAlls of Houfes in Bo/ion may be fet one

half in the Neighbour's Ground. i

Wanton Perfons to be fent to the

Houfeof Correftion. no
War,levying it againft the King,HighTreafon.76

Wards may be kept on the Lord's Day when
Occafion (hall require. 1 13

Warning of Perfons to depart from anyl
Town ; the Time for doing it limited V 23
to 3 Months from their firft Coming. 3

The Time extended to 12 Months. 139
The Charge of Warning, i^e. how to

be paid, in Cafe. 310
Warrant for colle(Sting AflefTments, by whom

to be ifTued. 21,109,147,154,281,283,323
For coUefling Town Rates,Form of it. 147
The like Form for Precinft Rates. 1 54
An atteftedCopy of it to be deliver'd (on

Commitment) to the Prifon Keeper. 148

(Of Diflrefs) in Civil Caufes j Form
of it. 14O5 143

(For Contempt) Form of it. 143
Warrants from the Clerk of the Peace (in cri-

minal Cafes) to run thro' the Province. 170
Warrants for calling Meetings of Towns,

"

l^c. to exprefs the feveral Matters that

are to be tranfa£ted at fuch Meetings. J 242
Wafte: On Suggeftion of it. Attachment 1

to go againft the proper Goods or Body
Jf 159

of an Executor or Adnliniftrator. J

Writ of ScireFacias to iiTue in fuchCafe.159

Watches (Military) by whom to be appoint-

ed and regulated. 44, 113
How to be warned. 1

1

3

Who liable to attend them, and who
exempted. 44, 114, i8g

Penalty for Non-attendance. 44,114
Watchmen, their Power, Duty, and Badge

of Office. ii^,iiq

is,7 191

lat > 206

. J 242

Watchmen and Conftablcs to attend

on Councellors,Juftices,^ir.walking
by Night to infped the Order of a

Town. J
Ways : Damage done by laying them out

to be recompenfed. 49,50,194,262,309
Damage happening thro' Defedts in 'em,
how to be made good. ^q

Perfons duly warn'd to work at repairing

'em, to attend, on Penalty. 49^ 246
The Boundaries of Ways ftated.

Owners of Lands bordering on them, /

not to move their Fences further^298
outwards without notifying the Sc-^
ledl-Men, on Penalty.

NurancesonWaystoberemov'd,50,84,298
Charge of removing them, how to be

paid. 85, 298
Surveyors of 'em to have their feveral

Diftri£ls appointed them. 246
See Surveyors.

Ways in Bojion, by whom to be laid out. 2
Ways (High) or common Roads, by whom

to be laid out or alter'd. 49
(In Little-Compton) hSt to eftablifli 'em.321

Ways (private) to be laid out by the Seledt-

Men. 49, 194.
Tobe approv'd by the Town. 1

The Town may alter or difcontinue / 262
them. J

Perfons aggriev'd thereby,may be re- > ,

liev'd by the Court of General \
^°^

Seflions of the Peace. J 3^9

Juftices in their Sefliens may lay out pri-

vate Ways, in Cafe. 194, 309
Wears, Fifh-Garths, isfc. obftruding the i

Pafiage of Fifh in Rivers, to be deemed f 175
Nufances if fet without Licence. J

Penalty for making or ere£ting any fuch

Incumbrances in Rivers. 260
Weights and Meafures rcgu- |_ 24, 128, 164,

lated. See Meafures. i 289, 316.
Weights of a large Size to be provided in

Sea-Port Towns. 25
Wharfes or other Real Eftatebefides Land,

^
how a Meeting of the Proprietors of S 304
'em may be called. J

Widows allow'd NecelTaries for upholding of

Life. 177
Not to be prejudiced by Wills made

before Marriage. 125
Their Dower to be affign'd them in the

Eftates of Inteftates. 3
Aiid in Infolvent Eftates. 74

May recover theirDower by Suit atLaw.136

Not to be bar'd of their Dower in
^

Lands fold or mortgaged where they > 82
did not join in the Sale or Mortgage. •>

TheirDower in Inheritances that can- >
not be divided, how to be affign'd /
them. ^137

Making Strip and Wafte, liable to an \

Adi

To
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177

125

To have no greater Proportion of the

Eftates of Children dying Inteftate

(without Iflue) after they are ofAge'

or married, than any one of the fur-1

viving Children ; altho'fhe benextN

of Kin to the Inteftate.

Wills and Teftaments : Perfons feiz'd of1

Real Eftates in Fee Simple, may difpofe >

of 'em by Will, i^c. 3
Within what Time they {hall be prefent

ed for Probate.

Made before Marriage, not to preju-

dice Widows.

Wills in Writing, not repealable but

by Writing. 7

Wills wherein no Legacy is given to a T
Child oftheTeftator,fhallbe noBarC ^^
to fuch Child's inheriting a Sharein\ ^

theTeftator's Eftate.
"*

(Nuncupative) when they Ihall be ac-

counted good. 6

Diredions relating to the Probate of 'em. 7

Windows (Glafsj Penalty for breaking them. 204

Winnefimh Ferry regulated. 77,187,217
Witneffes in civil Caufes, how to be fum-

moned. 79>I45

Form of the Summons.
Penalty for not appearing.

Their Allowance for Travel and ^145
Expences.

Ceremony they are to ufe in fwearing.

Their Affidavits may be taken out of %
Court, in Cafe. f

ASiAa.vits in perpeiuam rei Memoriam,^
who may take them. J

Wolves, Premium allow'a for killing 'em.3g,205

Method of raifmg Monies for Payment

of it. 40
Form of the Certificate to be produced

on Payment. 66,232

Women, affaulting them in the Streets, •\

Fields, i5ff. C jgj
Penalty on a firft & fecondConvidlion. C
Manner of Conviftion. J

Women of ill Fame, prohibited to entertain

Lodgers.
_

_
232

Wood, Penalty for cutting or carrying it 1 91,

away from another's Land without 5- 250,

Leave of the Owner. J 258.

The Dimenfions of a lawful Cord of \

Wood. (
Wood-Corders to be annually appointed ^166

Sworn. \
Their Allowance. ^

SeledVMen to appoint their Fees. 177
Worufter County ercfted. 287
Work Houfes for employing the Poor, to>

be under the Care of Matter &Wardens.^

The Power ind Duty of fuch, anciriia

their Allowance for theirTrouble. \
Thcv to be accountable to the Town.

P*ge

: for fuch ^

adeof it, r

Seled-Men to apportion Afleffments,

granted for raifing a Stock
:

Houfe.

Stock, with the Profits mad
how to be kept and applied.

Who liable to be committed to the!'

Work-Houfe, and who may com-

\

mit them. J
Town of Bojlon impower'd to ere£l a »

Work-Houfe for employing their. 302
Poor. r 203

How fuch Houfe when creaed, fhall\

be regulated.

Worfhip (publick) to be attended on Lord's
Days. i4,2„

Conftables to reftrain Perfons from )
walking or recreating themfelvesC
in theStreets,Fields, &c.inTimeC *^5

of public Worfhip. -*

Writs in Civil Caufes, KQi prefcribing the
Forms of 'em. 13Q
Ad prefcribing the Forms of 'em in Cafes

triable before a Juftice of the Peace. 142
Writs, Proceffes, ISc. to be in the Englifh

Tongue. 144
To iflue out of the Clerk's Office of she

Inferior Court. 107
To be dircded to the Sheriff. 107
In Suits wherein the Sheriff is concern'd.

to be direded to the Coroner. 125,215
If the Sum faed for be under te-n Pounds

may be direded to a Conftable. 107
Whofe Teft they are to bear, 141
To be endorfed. jq5
One of thePlaintiffs for his Attorney) en-

dorfing the Writ, to be fufEcient. 272
To run thro' the Province. 107
How to beferved. 134.
How to be ferved where the Defendant

is out of the Province.

In Adions brought againft Towns, ")

Precinds, orProprietors,theMan- >

13s

60,

25s

f34

nerof ferving them.

Writs returnable to Court, to be ferved

14 Days before the Court's Sitting.

To be ferved on Towns, Precinds, J

Proprietors, i^c. 30 Days before
f' 255

the Sitting of the Court. J
When returnable to Juftices of the Peace,

to be ferved 7 Days before Trial 79
Not to abate forcircumftantialErrors.'^

In what Cafes they may be amended > 144.

in Court. i
Writ of £>«Wi?r, Form of it. 136
What fhall be accounted a fufficient

Service.

Of Facias habere PoJfeJJionem, and

Fierifacias, Form of it.

Oi Replevin, Form of it.

By whom to be granted, and how pro

fccuted.

May be granted by the Town-Clerk,

34

141

235

79

Copy
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Copy of the Writ left with the Defendant

fliall oblige him to anfwer. 236
Writs of Review of both Parties, to be

committed to the fame Jury. 234
Of Scire- Facias, Form of it. 141,235

By wiiom to be ilTued when a Recogniz-

ance is put in Suit. 97
May be taken out againft Sureties upon

mean Procefs, in Cafe. 41,165,210

May be granted on Suggeftion of Wafte.159

May iffue from Time to Time upon
")

Judgment obtained on Bonds with C
Penalties for the Payment of Mo- C
nies at feveral Times. -^

When brought, how Summons to be

fervcd.

Of Sei^n on Recovery of Dower,
Form of it.

Of Trefpafs and EjeHment ; how to ,

be profecuted. /
Perfons thereon arretted not oblig'ds

to find Sureties for their Appear-r

ance, or to anfwer for more thanj
they have in Pofleflion.

Writ for calling a General Aflembly,

Form of it. 88

To iffue thirty Days before the Affembly

are to convene. 34
Wyth, to be put and kept about the Neck -\

of a Stray Beaft. /
Penalty for taking it off before neCeffary c"^
Charges be paid. J

302

263

Yoking and ringing of Swine re- .

quired, inCafe they be permitted )

to go at Large
Penalty for Neglect.

Swine unyoked or unringed

Dammage feafant or out

Owners Inclofure may be
poundedc

V52.89
founds

of they
e im-J

N.B, the foregoing Table extends to Page ^^y ( mludhg it) and no further.

Ads
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Amo Regni GULIELMI, et MARINE Regis et Reghuc, Quarto. t/^(f2

Ads and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in Nezv-Ejtgland : Begun and Held at Bofton the eighth of

June 1692. and continued by Adjournment unto the twelfth Day of

O£fober following.

CHAP. I.

An hSt for building with Stone or Brick in

the Town oiBofton, and preventing Fire.

wHEREAS Great Defolations and Ruins, have fundry "Times happened

by Fi7-e breaking out in the To-wn of Bofl:on, priticipally occafioned by

Reafon of the joyning and nearnefs of the Buildings, being tnoflly of

Timber, and covered -with Shinzle :

For the better preventing of fuch Accidents for the future, and Damage Aft. ^^no. 12

and Lois thereby ; ff^-. Cap. 5.

IBc it o^Daineu atiD enaftcD bg tfje ©DtiEcnour, Council ano iRc=

prefentatit)C0, conDcneu in <Seneral Court o? aiTcmtJlj), anD it is

enacteri bp tfie auti]0?itp of ti}Z fame, That henceforth no Dwelling- Buildings ill

Houfe, Shop, Ware-Houfc, Barn, Stable, or any other Houfing of more than
ff'-^g" ^'k or

eight Feet in Length, or Breadth, and feven Feet in Heighth, (hall be erected Smne.andco-
and fetup in5i5,'?o;z,but of Stone orBrick,and covered with Slate orTile ; unlefs vered wi:h

in particular Cafes where Neceffity requires, being fo judged and fignified in ^l^'^-

writing under the Flands of the juftices and Seleft-Men of the faid Town, or

major Part of both ; the Governour with the Advice and Confent of the Coun- Governcur

cil fnall fee Caufe to grant Licence unto any Perfon to build with Timber, or ^"30^ L,"c"rc»
cover with Shingle. And if any Perfon fhall prefume to ercft, or Caufe to be jo build with

erefted, any Frame or Building contrary hereto -, upon Conviftion thereof, Timber :p.

before two Juftices of Peace {Riorum Unus ) fuch Building fhall be deemed a ^=*'^'

A 2 com-
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2 :^mnmiO:ratron of 3nttMtt eaates.

common Nufance, and the Owner of fuch Frame or Building fhall enter into a

Recognizance to demolifh tlie fame -, and in default of entring into fuch Re-
Penalry for cognizance, fliall be committed to Prifon, until he do Caufe the fame to be

'hh Aa demolilhed ; or elfe fuch Building fhall be demolilhed by Order of the Quarter

Seffions of the Peace within the faid County, and the Charges thereof to be
levied by Diftrefs, and Sale of fuch Offenders Goods, by Warrant from the

Court of Quarter Seffions.

anB it 10 futtfjec o?nereD ann enaaeo, That in aii void and unbuilt

Places, which fhall hereafter be improved for Building, or when at any Time
any total Confumption or Defolation fhall happen in any Street or Lane within

the faid Town, it fhall be in the Power of the Juftices of the Peace of faid

s'^i^/^^M
^"'^ Town then in being, together with the Seled-Men, or the major Part of both -,

to* Lv out"
^^ ^^'^ ^""^ ^^y '^"'' ^"''^ Streets, Ways and Paflages, as may be mod for the

Scrctrij &c. Conveniency and Accommodation of the Place ; As alio where any Defolation

has happened, to regulate and enlarge other narrow and crooked Lanes or Paf-

iages. And where any particular Perfons fhall have their Land taken away

A Jury to or leflened thereby ; a Jury of twelve Men fhall be appointed by two Juftices

afccrtain the of the Peace, and Sworn to Afcertain the Value thereof, to be paid by the Per-
Value of any

f^j,, to whofe Land the fame fliall be added, or by the Neighbourhood, or

laid to any Town, in Proportion to the Benefit or Conveniency any fhall have thereby,

Srreer. And every Perfon building as aforefaid with Brick or Stone, fhall have Liberty

to fet half his Partition Wall in his Neighbours Ground, fo that he leave tooth-

ing in the Corners of fuch Walls for his Neighbour to join unto, who when he

fhall build, fuch Neighbour adjoyning,fhall pay for one half of the faidPartition

Party Wall Wall, fo far as it fhall be built againft. And in Cafe of any Difference arifing,
to ftand half the Seleft-Men fhall have Power to appoint meet Perfons toValue the fame, or

bourji'"''"Slid" ^^y *^"'^*^ L^"^ between fuch Neighbours

Jnd whereas feveral Houfes and other Buildings have been erected and fet up

fince the Year i688. contrary to the Law made by the General Court of the

Maffachufetts Colony :

31t 10 ftereftp oiDaineu anti etiafteti bg t!)C autf)0?itg afoiefaiD, That
every Owner of fuch Houfe and Buildings fo fet up, contrary to faid Law,
fhall Caufe the fame to be covered v/ith Slate or Tile -, or otherwife fuch

Houfes or Buildings fliall be deemed a common Nufance, and the Owner
thereof proceeded againft accordingly.

3nti tje it furtfjer enaactj ants tscclarcB bp t&e autf)o?itp afoiefaiD,
That when any Fire fhall happen to break out either in Bojlon^ or any other

Town within this Province, two or three of the chief military or civil Officers

Two or three of the fame Town, fhall, or may, and hereby are impowred to give Diredlions

MilitT '^'"'^d
^°^ ^^^ pulling down, or blowing up any fuch Houfe orHoufes that fhall be by

Civil officers
'^hem adjudged meet to be pulled down or blown up, for the flopping and prc-

to order the venting the further fpreading of the fame. And if it fliall happen that the
pulling down pulling down or blowing up any fuch Houfe orHoufes by the Diredlions afore-

o( Hoilfej "o
^"^^^' *^^'^ ^^ ^"^^ Occafion of flopping the faid Fire, or that the Fire flop -be-

ftop Fire. fore it come to the fame : That then all and every Owner of fuch Houfe or

for which Houfes, fhall receive reafonable Satisfaftion, and be paid for the fame, by the

Jt^'^h^*"^ M ^^^ of the Inhabitants, whofe Houfes fhall not be burnt ; who are hereby im-
^ P^' powred to make fuch Rate or Rates, for the raifing and levying fuch Surn

and Sums of Money as fhall be thought convenient by the Sele^l-Men and
Juftices of faid Town for that End.

Provided always. That if the Houfe where the Fire fhall firft begin and break

out, fliall be adjudged fit to be pulled'down or blown up to hinder the further

fpreading and increafe of the fame : That then the Owner of fuch Houfe fliall

receive no manner of Satisfa6lion for the fame : Any thing in this A61 con-

tained notwithftanding.

CHAP.
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CHAP. 11.

An Ad for the Settlement andDiflribution

of the Eftates of Inteftates.

JJ?HERE AS Eftates in ihefePlantations do confift chiefly of Lands which have
*^ been fubdued and brought to Improvement, by the Indnftry and Labour ofthe

Proprietors, ivith the Affiance of their Children, theyounger Children gene-

rally having been lojigeft and mofiferviceable unto their Parents in that Behalf ;

who have not Perfonal Eftate to give out unto them in Portions, or otherwife to Re-

compence their Labour :

15e it tf)erefo?e enacten anD o?DaineD ftp ibt ©oiiernour. Council
ann iRcprefentatit)e0 contJencn in <©cncrai Court oi affcmtilg, ann
it is OlDaineD t)g tt)e aUtfjOjitg of tt)C fame, That every Perfon lawfully Pcrfonj felzci

Seized of any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments within this Province, in of Lands in

his own proper Right in Fee Simple, fhall have Power to give, difpofe, and ^'^ fimple

devife, as well by his laft Will and Teftament in Writing, as otherwife by any ^fYhc'fame
Aft executed in his Life, all fuch Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments to by Wi\\,&ec

and among his Children or others, as he fhall think fit at his Pleafure. And if

no fuch Difpofition, Gift or Devife be made by the Owner of any fuch Lands,

Tenements and Hereditaments ; ihe fame (hall be fubjeft to a Divifion, with

his perfonal Eftate, and be a like diftributed, according to theRules herein after

exprefs'd for inteftateEftates. And when and fo often as it fhall happen,That Adminiftrati-

any Perfon dies Inteftate, Adminiftration of fuch Inteftates Goods and Eftate °n fo the

fhall be granted unto the Widow or next of Kin to the Inteftate, or both, as
^fla[e°'ijo"^

the Judge for Probate of Wills, and granting of Adminiftrauons fhall think fit, to be granted.

who Ihall thereupon takeBond withSureties in manner as is direcled by theStamte

of the twenty fecond and twenty third of Ci'^r/fJ the Second ; and fhall and may -

proceedtocall fuch Adminiftrators to Account for,andtouching theGoodsof the

Inteftate : And upon due Hearing and Confideration thereof, (Debts, Funeral

and juft Expences of all Sorts being firft allowed) the laid Judge fhall, and

hereby is fully impov/red toOrderandmake a juftDiftributionof theSurplufage, Diflribution

or remaining Goods and Eftate, as well real as perfonal, in Manner following : of inreftatc'

•That is to fay. One thirdPart of the perfonal Eftate to the Wife of the Inteftate Eftates.

for ever, befides her Dower or Thirds in the Houfes and Lands during Life,

where fuch Wife fhall not be otherwife endowed before Marriage ; and all the ,
^"'

Refidue of the real and perfonal Eftate by equal Portions to and among his ^Annt ca. 2,

Children, and fuch as Ihall legally reprefent them •, (if any of them be dead )

Qther than fuchChildren,who Ihall have any Eftate bySettlement of the Inteftate

in his Life time equal to the others Shares. Children advanced by Settlement, 6 Georgica. 5.

or Portions not equal to the others Shares, to have fo much of the Surplufage

as fhall make the Eftate of all to be equal,except the eldeftSon then furviving,

("where there is no Iftlie of the Firft-born or of any other elder Son ) who fhall

have two Shares, or a doublePortion ofthe whole -, and where there are no Sons,

the Daughters fliall inherit as Coparceners. The Divifion of the Houfes and
Lands to be made by five fufficient Freeholders upon Oath, or any three of ^Gtc.zd. ca. ;

.

them, to be appointed and fworn by the Judge for that End : Unlefs where
all the Parties interefted in any Eftate being legally capable to aft, fhall

mutually agree of a Divifion among themfelves, and prefent the fame in Writ-
ing under their Hands and Seals : In which Cafe, fuch Agreement ftiall be ac-

cepted and allowed for a Settlement of fuch Eftate, and be accounted valid in

Law, being acknowledged by the Parties fubfcribing before the Judge, and
put upon Record.

Provided



Anne Regni G U L I E I . M I et M A R I ^, Regis et Regln^, Quarto.

4 i^Dmmiftmtion of Jintcllate €fi;ate;5.

Honrcs and Provided neverthclcfs. That where any Eftate in Houfes and Lands cannot
Land, nor ca- be divided among all the Children, witliout great Prejudice to, or fpoiling of

vi'fion °to^'
'^^^ whole •, being fo rcprefented, and made to appear unto the faid Judge, the

ordered nnto J^dgc may order the whole unto the eldeft Son if he accept it, or to any other

the eldeft of the Sons fucceflively, upon his refufal : He paying unto the other Children
Son, he pay- of the dccealed, their equal and proportionable Parts or Shares of the true Value

poTtto°nablc'^°'
°f ^'•"^''' Eloufes and I,ands ; upon a juft Apprizemenc thereof, to be made by

Parn to the three fufficient Freeholders upon Oath, to be appointed and fworn as afore-

other Chil- faid, or giving good Security to pay the fame in fome convenient Time, as
• the laid Judge fhall limit, making reafonable Allowance in the interim, not ex-

ceeding fix per Cent, per Annum. And if any of the Children happen to dye,

6 Geo. C3 9. before he or fhe come of Age, or be married ; the Portion of fuch Child de-

ceafed, fhall be equally divided among the Survivors.

In Cafe there ^^^ \^ q^^^ there be no Children, nor any legal Reprefentatives of them,

dreii"'nor le-
^^^^ *^"^ Moiety of the perfonal Eflate, iliall be allotted to the Wife of the In-

gal Reprefcn- teftatc for ever •, and one third of the real Eftate for Term of Life. The re-

tativc of ficlue both of the real and perfonal Eftate, equally to every of the next of Kin

fir™' ^^^h'
^^^^^ Inteftate in equal Degree, and thofe who legally reprefent them. No

allotted to the Reprefentatives to be admitted among Collaterals after Brothers and Sifters

Wife and Children. And if there be no Wife, all fhall be diftributed among the Chil-
next of Kin. dren, and if no Child, to the next of Kin to the Inteftate in equal Degree, and
9 Jme ca. 2. their legal Reprefentatives as aforefaid, and in no other Manner whatfoever.

And every one to whom any Share fhall be allotted, fliall give Bond with Sure-

ties before the faid Judge of Probate, if Debts afterwards be made to appear,

to refund and pay back to the Adminiftrator, his or her rateable Part thereof,

and of the Adminiftrators Charges. The Widows Thirds or Dower in the

real Eftate, at the Expiration of her Term to be alike divided as aforefaid,

.'
1 r° H

''" faving to any Perfon aggrieved at any Order, Sentence or Decree made for the

Sec Explan-i- Settlement and Diftribution of any Inteftate Eftate, their Right of Appeal unto

torvAa 4 If. the Governour and Council -, eveiy Perfon fo appealing, giving Security to

& 3i. ca. 20. profecute the Appeal with Effedl.

Sfe'pm'bate ^^ ^^ fUttfjCt ^naCtCtl ftp tU aut&Olitg aforcfain, That if any Exe-

of Wills to cutor or Executors of the Will of any Perfon deceafed, knowing of their being

be made in fo named and appointed, fliall not within the fpace of thirty Days next after

thitty Dayi the Deceafe of the Teftator, caufe fuch Will to be Proved, and Recorded in

thrXeftltors "-^^ Regifter's Office of the fame County where the deceafed Perfon laft dwelt j

Death. or prefent the faid Will, and declare his or their refufal of the Executorfliip :

every Executor fo negledling of his or her Tvuft andDuty in that Behalf, (with-

Penaltf for out juft Excufe made and accepted for fuch Delay J fliall forfeit the Sum offve
Neglea. Pounds per Month, from and after the Expiration of the faid thirty Days,until

he or they fhall caufe Pi'obate of fuch Will to be made, or prefent the fame as

aforefaid : Every fuch Forfeiture to be had and recovered byAftion orlnforma-

tion, in the Inferiour Court of Pleas, in the fameCounty -, and to be difpofed of,

one Moiety thereof to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, where the deceafed

Upon refufal
Perfon laft dwelt ; and the other Moiety to him or them that lliall inform and

Adniiniftrati-* fue for the fame. And upon any fuch refufal of the Executor, or Executors.,

on to be com- the Judge fhall commit Adminiitration of theEftate of the Deceafed, QmiTeJla-
mit'cd Cum

„jg^j(g annexo, unto the Widow or next of Kin to the Deceafed, and upon their

^l^^
° ' refufal, to one or more of the principal Creditors, as he fliall think fit.

Exccutori by ^^^ if any Perfon or Perfons fhall alienate or embczcl any of the Goods or

wrong, Chattels of any Perfon deceafed, before he or they have taken out Letters of

Adminiftration, and exhibited a true Inventory of all the known Eftate of the

Party deceafed ; every Perfon or Perfons fo ading, fliall ftand chargeable,and

be
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be liable to the Aftions of the Creditors, and other Perfons grieved,
_
as being

Executors in their own wrong. And die Judge ftall caufc a Citation to be

made out unto the Widow, or next of Kin ; and upon their neglecfl; of Appear-

ance or refiifal, may commit Adminiftration of any fuch Eftate, to fome one

or more of the chief Creditors, if accepted by them, or others, as he fliall think

fit, upon their refofal.

CHAP. III.

An Ad for Prevention of Frauds and
Perjuries.

T'O R Prevention of many fraudulent Pra£fices which are commonly endeatfiiired ^^^ ^^ q,.

t to be upheld by Perjury, and Subornation of Perjury : 2 c. 3.

T5e it cnafteu anu o?tJainen ftp tU 6otjeraour, Council anu

Eeprcfentatitjes conuenen in (General Court, anD &p tU 9utf)0|itg

of tl)0 Cam?, That from and after the laft Day of December in this prefent Parole Leafes

Year one Thoufand fixHundred ninety and two : All Leafes,Eftates, Interefts and Intereffi

of Freehold, or Term of Years, or any uncertain Intereft of, in, or out of any ^ f/^u^°l^

Meffuages, Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, made or created by Livery
^ j,e Forc7 oC

and Seifrn only, or by Parole, and not put in writing and figned by the Parties, Eftaces at

fo making or creating of the fame, or their Agents thereunto lawfully Will only,

autliorized by writing, Ihall have the Force and Effecft of Leafes, or Eftates at

Will only, and fhall not either in Law or Equity be deemed or taken to have

any other or greater Force or Effeft ; any Confideration for making any fuch

Parole Leafes or Eftates, or any former Law or Ufage to the contrary

notwithftanding.

Except neverthelefs. All Leafes not exceeding the Term of three Years Except Lea-

from the making thereof, whereupon the Rent referved to the Landlord,during ^"""L""^*^

fuch Term fhall amount unto two third Parts at the leaft of the full improved years &c.

Value of the Thing demifed.

And moreover. That no Leafes, Eftates or Interefts, either of Freehold, or
j^g Leafes oc

Term of Years, or any uncertain Intereft of, in, to or out of any Meffuages, Eftates ot

Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, fhall at any time after the faid laft Day Freehold to

of December, be affigned, granted or furrendred, unlefs it be by Deed or Note
j^^'^fgnded

in writing, figned by the Party fo affigning, granting or furrendering the ^^ vVord.

fame, or their Agents thereunto lawfully authorized by Writing, or by Afl:

and Operation of Law,

anB fte it furti)ct enaften fjptfje 9utf)0|itg afo?efaii3. That from and p,,^;^,, ^^a

after the faid laft Day of December, no Adlioa fhall be brought whereby to Agreement

charge any Executor or Adminiftrator upon any fpecial Promife to anfwer by Pacole-

Damages out of his ownEftate, ( 2 ) or whereby to charge theDefendantupon

any fpecial Promife to anfwer for the Debt, Defauk or Mifcarriages of another

Perfon,
( 3 j or to charge any Perfon upon any Agreement made upon Con-

fideration of Marriage,
( 4) or upon anyContradb or Sale ofLands,Tenements

or Hereditaments, or any Intereft in, or concerning them ; ( 5 ) or upon any

Agreement that is not to be performed within the Space of one Year from the

making thereof -, ( 6 ) unlefs the Agreement upon which fuch Aftion fnall b=

brought, or fome Memorandum or Note thereof ftiall be inWriting, and figned

by the Party to be charged therewith, or fome other Perfon thereunto by him
lawfully authorized.
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Devife, of 3ntJ be it furtfjev enaftea tig t&e autijojitg afoiefaiu, That from and

^''w''c'nr>''&
^^'^'' '^'^^ ^^""^ lailDay of D^<:m^fr,allDevifes and Bequefts of anyLands orTene-

a'tteftcd"by ments, fhall be in Writing, and figned by the Party fo devifing the fame, or

three or four by feme other Perfon in his Prefence, and by his exprels Diredlion, and fliall

Witneffes. be attefted and fubfcribed in the Prefence of the faid Devifor, by three or four

credible WitnefTes, or elfe fliall be utterly void and of none EfFeft.

And moreover, No Devife in Writing of Lands, Tenements or Heredita-

ments, or any Claufe thereof, fhall at any time after the faid laft Day of De-
cember, be revocable, otherwife than by fome otherWill or Codicil in Writing,

or other Writing declaring the fame, or by burning, cancelling, tearing, or

obliterating the fame by the Teftator himfelf, or jn^his Prefence, and by his

Diredion and Confent ; ( i) But all Devifes and Bequefts of Lands andTene-
How the ments fliall remain and continue in full Force, until the fame be burnt, cancel-

'"^"oclblc
^^ ^^^> ^°™ *^^ obliterated by the Teftator, or his Direftion in manner aforefaid,or

unlefs the fame be altered by fome other Will or Codicil in Writing, or other

Writing of the Devifor, figned in the Prefence of three or four Witneffes, de-
-

^ daring the fame : any former Law or Ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

doL^r cr«" 3nD i3C it futtl)er cnaften ftp tfje g[utf)o?itg afo?efai5, That from and

tions of after the faid laft Day of 'December, all Declarations or Creations of Trufts, or
Truft to be Confidences of any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, fhall be manifefted
in Writing.

^^^ proved by fome Writing, figned by the Party who is by Law enabled to

declare fuch Truft, or by his laft Will in Writing, or elfe they fhall be utterly

void and of none Effeft.

Trufts ari- Provided alway. That where any Conveyance fhall be made of any Lands or
fing, transfer-

'Pengments, by which a Truft or Confidence fhall or may arife or refult by the

euifhed^Ty" Implication or Conftruftion of Law, or be transferred or extinguifhed by an

implication Aft or Operation of Law, then, and in every fuch Cafe, fuch Truft or Confi-
of Law ex- dence fliall be of the like Force a^id Effe6l as the fame would have been if this
ceptcd; ^^ j^^^ j^Qj. i^ggj^ made •, any thing herein before contained to the contrary

notwithftanding.

Affirjnments ^tltl ftC it fUttfjer enaCtCtl, That all Grants and AfTignments of any
of Truft fhall Truft or Confidence, fhall likcwife be in Writing, figned by the Party, grant*
be inWriting

j^^g ^^ afligning the fame by fuch laft Will or Devife, or elk fhall be utterly

void and of none Effeft.

anD ise it furtijcr enacteB ftp tfte autbo?tt2 afo?efaiD, That from

Q. f
2nd after the faid laft Day of December, No Contrafl for theSale of any Goods,

Sale of Goods Wares and Merchandizes, for the Price of 7>w Pwi^ij-, or upwards, fhall be

for Ten allowed to be good, except the Buyer fhall accept. Part of the Goods fo Sold,

and actually receive the fame, or give fomething in Earneft- to bind theBargain,

or in Part ofPayment, or that fome Note or Memorandum in Writing of the

faid Bargain, be made and figned by the Parties to be charged by fuch Con-

tra£t, or their Agents thereunto lawfully authorized.

And for Prevention offraudulent PrcMices, in fettlng up nuncupative Wilhy

which have been the Occajion ofmuch Perjury :

Ninciipative 050 it 0naCtCH ftg tU 9Vltf)0litp afOiefaiU, That from and after the
%!i:\ not ro aforefaid laft Day of December, No nuncupative Will fliall be good, where the

abov^e°thc va'
Eftate thereby bequeathed, fliall exceed the Value of Thirty Pounds, that is not

lue of Thirty proved by the Oaths of three Witneffes, (at the leaft) that were prefent at the

Pounds, that making thereof, nor unlefs it be proved that the Teftator at the time of pro-
'' "°'

^n "
h''

"0'J"'^in§ '^'i^ fame, did bid the Perlbns prefent, or fome of them bear Witnefs,

pj^jh^jg^jj* that fuch was his Will, or to that EfFeft ; nor unlefs fuch nuncupative Will

nefTej. were made in the time of the laft Sicknefs of the deceafpd, and in the Houfe
of his or their Habitation or Dwelling, or where he or fhe hath been Refidenk,

for

Pounds or

more
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for the Space of ten Days or more, next before the making of fiich Will, ex-

cept where fuch Perfon was furprized or taken fick being from his own Home,
and died before he returned to the place of his or her Dwelling.

No Tcftimo-

3nB be it fUrtfjeC CnaCteU, That after fix Months paffed after the fpeak- "y to be ic-

ing of the pretended teftamentary Words, no Teftimony Hiall be received to
'^;"^''^^/(-JJJ,

prove any Will nuncupative, except the faid Teftimony, or theSubftance there- ^; j ^d^^

of were committed to writing within fix Days after the making of the (ixMoivi-'i,

laid Will. Except, &..

3nll tC it fnttf)Ct CnaCtCD, That no Letters Teftamentary, or Probate

of any nuncupative Will, ftiall pafs the Seal of any Court, till fourteen Days a-^^

the leaft after the Deceafe of the Teftator be fully expired, nor fiiall any nun-
NTncmative

cupative Will be at any time received to be proved, unlefs Proceis have firft
yvilij.

iflued to call in the Widow, or next of Kindred to the Deceafed, to the End
they may conteft the fame, if they pleafe.

3nD tic it fUttbCt enaCtCD, That no win in Writing, concerning any

Goods or Chattels or perfonal Eftate, Ihall be repealed •, nor ftiall any Claufe No VVri'tren

Devife or Bequeft therein, be altered or changed by any Words, or Will by V\'i!l to b=

Word of Mouth only, except the fame be in the Life of theTeftator, commit-
^'^'"'^^J^j,;^"^

ted to Writing, and read to the Teftator, and allowed by him, and proved to
c^j.j.p,_' ^^Z

be fo done by three Witnefles at the leaft.

Provided always. That notwithftanding thisAft, any Soldier being in ailual Soldiers and

Military Service, or any Mariner or Seamen being at Sea, may difpofe of his Maancrs

Moveables,Wages, and perfonal Eftate, as he or they might have done before ^'"' '^'"^^?'

the making of this A£t.

CHAP. IV,

An Ad for regulating the Affize of Cask.

and preventing Deceit in packing of
Fifh, Beef; and Pork for Sale.

^11^05 it o^naineD anu enactcD bg tbc ©otjemout. Council ann
W% Eepreientatiue0, in (^enctal Court alTemtileti, ano ijy tf)C^^ autf)0?it2 of tbC fame, That from and after the firft Day of D^- AffizeofCasL-.

cember next, all Sorts and Kinds of tight Cafk ufed for any Liquor, Fifli, Beef,

Pork, or any other Commodities, within this their Majefties Province, fhall be

of Low^ow Affize. That is to fay. Butts to contain one Hundred and twenty q.^ ^^ j^^

fix Gallons ; Puncheons, eighty four Gallons ; Hogflieads, fixty three Gallons ; ap'pointed.

Tearfes, forty tv/o Gallons ; Barrels, thirty one Gallons and an half : And made Ca>k ro be

of found well feafoned Timber, and free of Sap. And that fit Perfons be ap- 'I^^'^' ]'y
^'^"

appointed from time to time, in all Places needful, to view and gage all fuch hIs fee.

Cafk ; and fuch as fhall be found of dueAffize fhall be marked with the Gagers Every Cooper

Mark ; who fhall have for his Pains, /oar Pence per Ton : And every Cooper fo have a 6n~

Ihall fet his diftinft Brand Mark on his own Cafk, on Penalty oiforty Shillings,
''^f^^

^'^""^

And whofoever fhall put to Sale any new Caf!<., being defective either inWork- D-f£.,5>;ve

manfhip. Timber, or AfTize, as aforefaid ; upon Proof thereof made before one c^sk ro be

Jufticeof thePeace,he fliall forfeit fuchCafk,and be ^ntdthtSumoUenShillings. forfeited,

anu be it futtbet cnacteD by tbe autboiitg afo?efaiD, That the

Juftices of the Peace, at their firft General Quarter Seffions, to be holden in

each refpeciive County within this Province, fhall yearly, in every Town
needful thereof, choofe and appoint a fit Perfon or Perlbns, to be Gagers

and Packers, and them to fwear to the due Execution of their Office : which

B if
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Qiiartcr S f- any Perlbn fo appointed, fhall refufe, he flialJ pay the Sum oi Forty Shillings ;

fionj to ap-
^j^^ another fnall be chofen and appointecl in his llcad. And every Gager and

& Packers & Packer fhall take Care that all Caflc in which he packs Beef, Pork, Mackarel,

fwear them. Fifli, or other Goods committed to his Care, be of tiue and flill Affize, and
Penalty of thai- j^g pack the fame in no otherCaflc whatfoever -, on Penalty of ten Shillings

TenShillinffs
^^"^ every Cafk by him packed, that is or fhall be defeclive in that refped.

Penalty for And if any of the before mentioned Provifions fhall be packed into half Bar-

packing in a- rels, cr Firkins, the fame fhall be made in Proportion to the Affize aforefaid ;

der Affize""'
'^^'^ ^'^ marked by the Packer.

And for the preventing of Fraud and Deceit in the packing ofpckled Fifto,

Beef and Pork to he put to Sale :

The wiioic IBe it fiirt!)et cnaaen bp tf)e autljoiit^^ afoiefaiD, That in every

half tt quar- Town, where flich Goods are packt up for Sale, the Gager or Packer of fuch

ter of Meat Xown or of the Town wherein they are put to Sale, or Ihipped, fhall fee that

^""be""] u'^'^-
'"• ^^ ^^^^ ^"^ orderly performed : That is to fay. Beef and Pork the whole

bert left 6u\ Half and Quarter, and fo proportionably, that the beft be not left out ; and fo

Fifh to be al! Fifh and Mackarel, that they be packed all of one Kind •, and that all Calks fo

of one Kind, packed be full, and the Fifh found and well feafoned, fetting his Seal on all

lincs^ -r Ton ^^^^ fo packed, and he fhall receive of theOwners for fo packing,and fealing,

for packing Four Shillings per Ton. And if any fuch Provifions be put to Sale, orfhipped

•nd fealing. off without the Packers Mark, they fhall be forfeited.

Fidi andFlcfli
^^^ ^^ ^^ further enaften, That all Sorts of green or pickled Fifh, Stur-

fo'r Tranipor- g-0"? or Fiefh that fhall be put up for Tranfportation to a foreign Market,

cation to be Ihall be fearched, furveyed and approved by a Sworn Packer, who lliall take

learched and ftrifl; Care that the fame be put up in tight Cafk of full Gage, faked with

^Tp^^i
^^ Suitable Salt. And fuch as fhall be fo faved, and for its Condition found mer-

Ehe acksr,
^j^^^^^^j^j^^ ^^^ £,]]^ ^j^^ Packer fhall feal with fuch Brand Mark, as fhall be

affigned to the Town, and fuch other Cut-mark added, as may denote the fort

of Provifion, and time when packed. And all fuch other Provifion as the

Packer fhall find wholfome and ufeful, though for its Quality it be not mer-

chantable •, he fhall caufe to be well packed, falted, filled, and fealed with the

Letter R. and fuch other Letters as may fignify the Town, Specie, and time

. of packing. And if any Matter of a Ship, or other Veflel, or any Officers, or

Matters and Mariners, belonging thereto fhall receive fjch Provifions not marked and feal-

Marine-6 ta ed as aforefaid, aboard any of their Ships or Veflels, he or they who fhall offend

king any therein, fhall forfeit double the Value of all fuch Provifions ; and he that owhs

board unfcaT-
^'^^ Provifions fhall forfeit the fame. And if any Cooper, or other Perfon fhall

ed fhift any Fifh or Flefh, either on Board, or on Shore, after the fame hath been

Penalty for fo fealed and marked by the Packer, and fhip and export the fame, the Packer
fhifting of having not allowed thereof, and a new fealed and marked the Cafk whereinto

3fter feTled
^'•'^''' Provifions are fhifted : All Perfons afting, ordering or affifting therein,

fhall be fet in the Pillory, not exceeding one Hour, and fliall likewife pay

double Damages to Perfons wronged thereby.

antJ it is fmtUt cnaScri tip tIjeautJjoiity afoiefaiD, That where any

Provifions ^Lich Provifions have lain above three Months under the Packers Mark, betwixt

Jiat have laid the Months of M<^_y and OSoI?er, they fliall again, upon Exportation or Sale,be

three Monthj viewed or fearched by the Packer, Thai is to fay, fo many of them as may

Summer" 'to^
probably difcover the Condition of the whole ; and if any be decayed or de-

be reviewed; ceitfully dealt witIi,theP.ickcr fliall cull and repack the fame, fo as to diftlnguilh

and mark them for merchantable, or refufe,according to theirCondition. And
if thofe who fhip or export any fuch Provifion, fhall negiecl: or refufe fuch fe-

cond Search or Survey, the Packer is hereby ordered and impowred to deface

his former Mark, and for fo doing, fliall be paid as if he had repackt the lame.

And if the Owner refufe to fatisfy the Packer, fuch Packer Ihall have Redrefs

on Complaint to anyJuflice of the Peace •, who is hereby impowred to compel

the Payment thereof by Diltrefs.
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anu it isi furtf)Ct cnacten tip tbe autftoritp afoicfaiD» That all Tarr
f^'^^l'^"^

that fliall be expofed to Sale within this Province, fhall be in Barrels, half Bar-

rels, and thirds of a Barrel of the Meafure andAffize following : That is tofay.

The Barrel to contain thirty-Gallons, the half Barrel and third of a Barrel, ofthe . j ^^ j-

fame Gage proportionably, and in no other Cafk whatfoever. And all Cafk to

be made of the fame Affize, and branded by the Cooper as aforefaid ; on pain 7 ^. ca. 6.

of Forfeiture of all fuch Cafk as are not of due Affize. And if any Tar fhall

be expofed to Sale in any Cafk not branded as aforefaid, the fame fhall

be likewife forfeited. One half of

ano (mm it is enactco h^m^nmm aforcfain, That all Fines
^^^.fS/,"*^

Penalties and Forfeitures arifing by force and Virtue of this Aft fhall be the to be unto

one half to their Majefties, towards the Support of theGovernmentof thisPro- their Maje-

vince ; and the other half to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame ^^^' ^^ '*,'*'*

in any of their Majefties Courts of Record within this Province.
tlleYnformer

IBz it furtf)er cnacteD tj^ tfje autboiitp afojefaiD, That there be a

Meafurer of Salt andCuller of Fifh in every Sea-Port Town within this Province Meafurer of

to be appointed as aforefaid,who being likewifeSworn for the faithful Difcharge ^?p-^^"'^^'^

of that Office, fhall cull all merchantable Fifh, and Meafure all Salt that fhaU

be imported and fold out of any Ship or other VefTel, and fhall have three half

Pence for every Hogfhead of Salt by him fo meafured, to be paid, the one
g q j.^ ej

half by the Buyer, the other half by the Seller. And One Penny per Qiiintal,

for ever QiiintaJ of merchantable Fifh by him culled, to be paid, one half by

the Buyer, and the other half by the Seller.

C H A P. V.

An Ad for the punifliing of Criminal
Oftenders.

fkvrt^ it enaften ann o^naineti bp tbe ^mzxmwc. Council anUJo iaeprefentatities in General Court alTcmbleD, anD bp tlje
^*^ aiUti)0?itp of t|)e fame, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall pro- Curfing and

phanely Swear or Curfe in the hearing of any Juftice of the Peace, or fhall be ^*'^^""E-

thereof convifted by the Oaths of two WitnelTes, or Cortfeffion of the Party,

before any juftice or Juftices of the Peace : Every fuch Offender fhall forfeit ^_ ^^. ^
and pay unto the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, where the Offence fhall be „. 5. "

^°

committed, the Sum of Five Shillings. And if the Offender be not able to

pay the faid Sum, then to be fet in the Stocks, not exceeding two Hours.

And if any Perfon fhall utter more profane Oaths or Curfes at the fame time, Prefumption;,

and in hearing of the fame Perfon or Perfons, he fhall forfeit and pay to the

Ufe aforefaid the Sum of Twelve Pence for every Oath or Curfe after the firfl -,

or be fet in the Stocks three Hours.

Provided, That every Offence againft this Law fhall be complained of and
proved as aforefaid, within thirty Days next after the Offence committed.

jTurtbet \x is enafters b^ tfjc autboiitp afoiefaitJ, That every Perfon

convi6led of Drunkennefs by view of any Juftice of Peace ; Confeffion of the Drankennef^

Party, or Oaths of two WitnefTes -, fuch Perfon fo convifted, fhall forfeit and
pay unto the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where fuch Offence is committed,
the Sum of Five Shillings for every fuch Offence : And if the Offender be
unable to pay the faid Sum, to be fet in the Stocks, not exceeding three Hours

;

at the Difcretion of the Juftice or Juftices, before whom the Conviftion fhall

be. And upon a fecondConviftion of Drunkennefs, every fuchOlfender, over

and above the Penalty aforefaid, fhall be bound with two Sureties in the Sum
B 2 of
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of Ten Pounds, with Condition for the good Behaviour : And for want of
fuch Sureties, fhall be fent to the common GoaJ, until he find the fame.

Provided, That no Perfon fhall be impeached or molefted for any Offence
againft this Aft, unlefs he fhall be thereof prefented, indifted or convifted
within fix Months after the Offence committed. And the Juflice or Juflices

before whom Conviftion of any of the aforefaid Offences fhall be, are hereby
impowred and authorized to reflrain or commit the Offender, until the Fine
impofed for fuch Offence, be fatisfied ; or- to caufe the fame to be levied by
Diftrefs, and Sale of the Offenders Goods, by Warrant direfted to the Con-
ftable ; returning the over-plus (if any be.) All fuch Fines to be levied with-
in one Week next after fuch Conviction, and delivered to the Seleft-Men, or

Overfeers of the Poor, for the Ufe of the Poor as aforefaid.

3It is! futtter cnaacD anD oiDaincD tig t|)e 9utf)ojitg afo?efaiD,
Theft. That whoibever fhall Steal or Purloin any Money, Goods or Chattels, being

thereofconvifted, by ConfefTion, or fufficient Witnefs upon Oath : Every fuch

Offender, fhall forfeit treble the Value of the Money, Goods or Chattels fo

ftolen or purloined, unto the Owner or Owners thereof ; and be further pu-
nifhed, by Fine or Whipping -, at the Difcretion of the Court or Juftices that

have Cognizance of fuch Offence ; not exceeding the Sum o? Five Pounds, or

twenty Stripes. And if any fuch Offender be unable to make Reflitution, or

pay fuch threefold Damages, fuch Offender fhall be enjoyned to make Satis-

faftion by Service : And the Profecutor fhall be, and hereby is impowred to

difpofe of the faid Offender in Service to any of their Majefties Subjefts, for

fuch Term as fhall be afTigned by the Court or Juftices before whom the Pro-
lecution was. And every Juffice of Peace in the County where fuch Offence

is committed, or where theThief fhall be apprehended, is hereby Authorized to

hear and determine all Offences again fl this Law. Provided, That the Da-
mage exceed- not the Sum of Forty Shillings.

And if any Perfon fhall commit.Burglary, by breaking up any Dwelling-

Barglary and Houfe, Ware-Houfe, Shop, Mill, Malt-Houfe, Barn, Out-Houfe, or any Ship

Robbcty. or Other Vsffel lying within the Body of the County -, or fhall rob any Perfon

in the Field or Highways': Every Perfon fb offending, fhall upon Conviftion

I G. ca. I. be branded on the Forehead with the Letter B. And upon a fecond Convic-

tion, fhall be fet upon the Gallows for the Space of one itiour, with a Rope a-

bout his Neck, and one End thereof caft over the Gallows ; and be feverely

whipt, not exceeding thirty nine Stripes : And upon a third Conviftion of the

like Offence, fhall fuffer the Pains of Death, as being incorrigible ; and fhall

likewife upon the firft and fecondConviftions, pay treble Damages to the Party

injured, as is provided in cafe of Theft.

anti it is futtber enafteD 6g tfje ant^oiltg afo?cfaiQ, That if any

Man commit Fornication with any fingle Woman ; upon due Conviftion

Fornication, thereof, they fhall be fined unto their Majefties, not exceeding the Sum of

Five Pounds -, or be corporally punifhed by Whipping, not exceeding ten

Stripes a Piece, at the Difcretion of the SefTions of the Peace, who fhall have
Reputed Fa- Cognizance of the Offence. And he that is accufed by any V/omanjto be the

'ba- f ^ Father of a Baftard Child begotten of her Body •, fhe continuing conftant in

fuchAccufation, being examined uponOath, and put upon theDifcovery of the

Truth in the time of her travail •, ihall be adjudged the reputed Father of fuch

Child, notwithftanding his Denial ; and ftand charged with the Maintenance

thereof, with the Affiftance of the Mother •, as the Juftices in the Quarter

Seffions fhall Order ; and give Security to perform the faid Order, and to lave

the Town or Place where fuch Child is Born, free from Charge for its Main-

tenance ; and may be committed to Prifon, until he find Sureties for the fame :

Unlefs the Pleas and Proofs made and produced on the belulf of the Man ac-

cufed, and other Circumftances be fuch as the Juftices fli all fee-Reafon to judge

• him innocent, and acquit him thereof, and otherwife difpofe of the Child.
'

And
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And every Juftice of the Peace upon his Difcretion, may bind to the next

Quarter Seffions, him that is charged or fufpected, to have begotten a Baftard

Child : And if the Woman be not then dehvered, the Seffions may order the

Continuance or Renewal of his Bond, that he may be forth coming when the

Child is born.

jrurttJCr it 10 CnaftCtl tip t&e aUt&O^itp afOjefaiD, That every juftice Power of the

of the Peace in the County where the OiFence is committed, may Caiife to be J<jft>ce of

ftaidand arretted all Affrayers, Rioters, Difturbers or Breakers of the Peace, and
'^^^*^*-

fuch as fhall ride, or go armed offenfively before any of their Majefties Juftices,
I

or other their Officers or Minifters doing their Office, or elfewhere, by

Night or by Day, in Fear or Affray of their Majefties Liege People , and fuch

others as fhall utter any Menaces or threatning Speeches : And upon View of

fuch Juftice or Juftices, Confeffion of the Party, or other legal Convidion

of any fuch Offence, Ihall commit the Offender to Prifon, until he find Sureties

for the Peace and good Behaviour ; and feize and take away his Armour or Breach ot the

Weapons, and ftiall caufe them to be apprized and anfwered to the King as Peace,

forfeited : And may further punifti the Breach of the Peace in any Perfon that

ihall fmite or ftrike another, byFine to theKing, not exceedingTwentySbillmgs ; . ^

and require Bond with Suredes for the Peace ; or bind the Offender over to
,

""^^
Detain-

anfwer it at the next Seffions of the Peace, as the Nature or Circumftance of er.

the Offence may be ; and may make Enquiry of forcible entry and detainer,

and caufe the fame to be removed ; and make out Hue and Cries after Run- ^~ Sij^jJr.

away Servants, Thieves and other Criminals.

ano it is fucti)er mafteis tip tjjc autljoiitp afoiefaiD, That if any

Perfon orPerfons of theAge ofDifcretion (which is accounted fourteenYears, or

upwards) fliall wittingly and willingly make or publifh anyLye orLibel,tending ^ -^ ^^^
to. the Defamation or Damage of any particular Perfon ; make or fpread any Libelling,

falfe News or Reports, with Intent to abufe and deceive others : Every fuch

Perfon or Perfons offending in any of the Particulars before-mentioned, and

being duly convidled thereof, btfore one or more Juftices of the Peace, fhall

be fined according to the Degree of fuch Offence ; not exceeding the Sum of

Twenty Shillings for the firft Conviftion, and find Sureties for the good Beha-

viour. And if the Party be unable to pay the faid Fine, then to be fet in the

Stocks, not exceeding three Hours -, or be corporally punifhedbyWhipping,at

the Difcretion of the Juftice or Juftices, before whom the Conviftion ftiall be •,

according as theCircumftances orNature of theOffence fhall be. And the faid

Juftice or Juftices may reftrain and commit the Offender, until he pay the faid

Fine, and find Sureties for the good Behaviour ; or may caufe the Fine to be

levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Offenders Goods. And the Party or Parties

grieved or injured by Reafon ofany of the Offences aforefaid ; ftiall or may
take his or their Suit againft any fuch Offender or Offenders in any Court

of Record.

:|t t0 further cnacteo bg tf)c aut!)oiitp afo?efaiD, That if any Per-
^,

&n or Perfons upon his or their own Head or Imagination, or by falfe Confpi- ""

racy and Fraud with others ftiall wittingly, fubtilly and falfely forge or make
; ^ ^li. ca 14.

or fubtilly Caufe, or wittingly Affent to be forged or made any falfe Deed, Ad o» Par-

Conveyance or Writing fealed, or the Will of any Perfon or Perfons in Writ- Hament.

ing, to the Intent that the State of Freehold or Inheritance, Right, Title or In-

tereft of any Perfon or Perfons of, in, or to any Lands, Tenements or Here-

ditaments ftiall or may be molefted, troubled, defeated, recovered or charged

;

or ftiall as is aforefaid, forge, make, or caufe, or affent to be made, or forged,

any Obligation, or Bill Obligatory, Letter of Attorney, or any Acquittance,

Releafe, or other Difcharge of any Debt, Accompt, Ad:ion, Suit, Demand, or

otherThing perfonal ; Or if any Perfon or Perfons ftiall pronounce, publifh, or

ftiew forth in Evidence, any fuch falfe and forged Deed, Conveyance,Writing,
Obligation,BillObligatory,Letter of Attorney,Acquittance,Releafe orDifcharge,

as truCj knowing the fame to be falfe and forged, as is aforefaid, to the intent

above
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above remembred ; and (hall be thereof convifted, either upon Adtion or Ac-
tions of Forger of falfe Deeds, to be founded upon this A6t at the Suit of the

Party grieved, or otherwife according to the Order and due Courfe of Law, or

up on Bill or Information. That then every fuch Offender fhaU pay unto the

Party grieved his double Cofts and Damages, to be found and affeffed in fuch

Court where the faid Conviftion fhaU be ; and alfo fhall be fet upon the Pillory

in fome Market Town, or other open Place, and there to have one of his Ears

cut off ; and alfo fhall have and fuffer Imprifonment by theSpace of one whole
Year, withoutBail or Mainprize. And the Party or Parties grieved by Reafon
of any of the Offences aforefaid, may take his or their Suit againfl any fuch

Offender or Offenders, in any Court of Record ; where no EIToign, Injunftion

or Proteftion fhall be allowed the party Defendant.

l^lotiiDeD altoag0, ano it is enafteD bg t&e autf)0?itg afoiefaiD,
That this Adl or any Thing therein contained, IhaU not extend to charge

any Judge of Probate, or Regifter, with any the Offences aforefaid, for putting

theirSeal of Ofhce to anyWill to be exhibited unto them,not knowing the fame

to be falfe or forged, for writing of the faid Will orProbate of the fame ; Nor
to any other Perfon or Perfons that fhall fhew forth or give in Evidence any

falfe or forgedWriting for true or good, being not party or privy to the forging

of the fame, nor knowing the fame to be falfe or forged, any Thing in this

A& to the contrary notwithflanding.

9nn it is further enafteD ana oitiaincD bg t&e autf)0?itp afoiefaiu.
If any Perfon or Perfons, either by the Subornation, unlawfulProcurement,Re-

ward, finifter Perfwafion, or Means ofany other •, or by their ownAft, Confent

or Agreement, fhall wilfiilly and corruptly commit anyManner ofwilfulPeijury

by his or their Depofition in any Court of Record, or being examined, Adper-

petiiam ret memoriam. That then every Perfon and Perfons fo offending, and

being thereof duly convift, or attainted by Law, fhall for his or their Offence

Jofe and forfeit twenty Pounds ; the one Moiety thereof unto their Majeflies,

and the other Moiety to fuch Perfon or PerfOhs as fhall be grieved, hindred

or molefted by Reafon of any fuch Offence, that fhall fue for the fame by
Aftion of Debt, Bill, Plaint,Information, or otherwife in any Court of Record ;

in the which noWager of Law,Effoign,Pi:oteftion, orlnjunftion to be allowed

:

And alfo to have Imprifonment by the Space of fix Months, without Bail or

Mainprize. And the Oath of fuch Perfon or Perfons fo offending, not to be

received in any Court of Record, until fuch time as theJudgment given againft

the faid Perfon or Perfons, fliall be reverfed by attaint or otherwife ; and upon
every fuch reverfal,theParties aggrieved to recover hisortheirDamagesagainflaU

and every fuch Perfon and Perfons, as did procure the faidjudgment fo reverfed,

to be given againft them or any of them, by Aftion, or Aftions, upon his or

their Cafe or Cafes ; according to the Courfe of the common Law.
And if it happen the faid Offender or Offenders,fo offending,not to have any.

Goods or Chattels, to the Value of Twenty Pounds, that then he or they be kt
on the Pillory by the Space of one whole Hour, in fome Market Town
where the Offence was committed, or next adjoining to the Place where the

Offence was committed, and to have both his Ears nailed ; and from thence-

forth to be difcredited and difabled for ever to be Sworn in any Court of
Record, until foch time as the Judgment fhall be reverfed.

And all and every Perfon andPerfons who fhall unlawfully and corruptly pro-

cure any Witnefs or Witneffes, by Letters, Rewards,Promifes, or by any other

finifter and unlawful Labour or Means whatfoever ; to commit any wilful and
corrupt Perjury, in anyMatter orCaufe whatfoever depending ;or that fliall de-

pend in Suit and Variance by any Writ, Aftion, BilI,Complaintor Information

in any Court of Record -, or to teftify in Perpetuam rei mcmoriatn : Every fuch

Offender, being thereof duly convid or attainted by Law, fhall for his or

their Offence be proceeded againft, and fuffcr the like Pains, Penalties, Forfei-

tures, and Difability in all Refpetts as above-mentioned. Sut!
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9nn it 10 furtfjcr enaaeo bp tbc autbojitp afo?efaiD, That aii the

aforefaid Forfeitures and Sums of Money arifing for any Oifence mentioned

in this Aft, and every Branch thereof, and not othcrwife difpofed of ; lliall

be unto their Majefties, for and towards the Support of the Government of this

Province, and the incident Charges thereof

CHAP. VI.

An A6t for the fuppreffing of unlicenfed

Houfes, and the due Regulation of fuch

as are, or fliall be licenfed.

y.Yt'^ ^^ oiDaineti atiB enaaeti bg Xljz mutmm. Council ana
vlij iRe^refentati'aes conoeneB in ^enecal Court, ana bg t})e
^"•^

atUt{)0|itg of tJjefame, That no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever (other None to keep

than fuch as upon producingCertificate from the Seleft Men oftheTown where a Houie of

they dwe]'], or who fhall be otherwife thought fit by the Juftices themfelves, ^0"^"!°" En-

fhall be licenfed by the faid Juftices in Quarter Seflions ) may prefume to be a o7fdl"ftrong
common Viftualler, Innholder, Taverner, or Seller of Wine, Beer, Ale,Cyder, Drink pub-

_

or ftrong Liquors by retail : Nor fhall any prefume without fuch Licence, to ''ckly or pri-

fell Wine or ftrong Liquors privately by a lefs Quantity than a Quarter Cafl<,
o^'f^Li^"fe'

and that delivered and carried away all at one Time : On Pain of forfeiting the on Penalty'

Sum of Forty Shillings for every fuch Offence, upon due Conviction thereof ; of 40 s.

one Half thereof to the Informer, and the other half to the Ufe of the Poor of 9"','/*'' "*

the Town where fuch Offence h committed. And upon a fecondConviftion,
'ndJhe oS

befides the Forfeiture of Forty Shillings as aforefaid, fhall enter into Recogniz- to the Ufe of

ance with one or more Sureties, for the good Behaviour, efpecially not to tranf- 'he Poor.

grefs the Law in that Refpeft.
' ilV.c^.z&io

15e it futtber cnactenbg tf)e aut!)o?itp afc^efait!, That all Licences "/'„";,'"

be renewed yearly, and Bond given for the due Observance of the fame, and Upon fecond

of the Laws -, and that the Perfon licenfed fhall ufe his Licence in fuch Houfes ConviQion,

to give Bond
for the good

fhall be therein named, and no other.

And if the Juftices in Quarter SefTions fliall think fit to Licence any Perfon behsviour.

or Perfons not prefenting a Certificate as aforefaid from the Seleft-Men, the Lxencea to

Clerk of the SefTions, before granting Licenfe to any fuch, fhall fignify the ^^ renewed

Name and Defire of every fuch Perfon unto the Seleft-Men of theTown where BonVpfv"en.
fuch Perfon dwells, oneMonth before hand, that fo they may have Opportunity Jjfticcs may
and Liberty to offer their Objeftions againft it, if any fuch be. grant Lic;nfc

without Cer-

And fora[much as ths ancient, true and principal Ufe of Inns, 'Taverns, Ale- V:,^^,
Houjes, vtaualiing tioujes, and other Houjes, for coimmn Entertamment, is for noon Notice
Receipt, Relief and Lodging of Travellers and Strangers, and the RefrefJoment of given.

Perfons upon lawful Bufinefs ; or for the neceffary Supply of the Wants of fuch 1° /^'ci. 8.

Foor Perfons as are not able by greater ^.antities to make their Provifion of q "^[^
"r" j.

Victuals : and are not intendedfor Entertainment and Harbouring of lewd or idle bidden in

People to fpend or confiirn.e their Money or Time there. Therefore to prevent the public Houfes

Mifchiefs and great Difo.-ders happening daily by the abufe of fuch Houfes :
onPainof 40'.

3It ig further cnaaeQ Ijp ti)e '^utbo?itg afc?efaio. That noTavemer,
Innkeeper, Ale-Houfe keeper or Viftualler, Ihall have or keep in orabout their

Houfes, Out-Houfes, Yards, Backfides, Gardens or Places to them belonging,
,

any Dice, Cards, Tables, Bowls, Shuffie-board, Billiards, Coyts, Cales, Logats, Qamcttet?
or any other Implements ufed in gaming ; nor fnall fufFer any Perfon or Per-

fons reforting unto any of their Houfes, to ufe or exercife any of the faid

Games,
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Games, or any other unlawful Game or Sport within their faid Houfes, or

any of the Dependences as aforefaid, or Places to them belonging ; On pain

of forfeiting the Sum of Forty Shillings for every fuch Offence, upon due Con-
'W.is.M.c.'). viclion thereof •, the faid Fine to be difpofed of as aforefaid. And every Per-

fon convided of playing as aforefaid in any fuch Houfe or Dependences there-

of, fliall forfeit the Sum of Six Shillings and Eight Pence, to be difpofed of
as aforefaid.

Sufin'' [o'
^"^ further it is enacteD bg tbe amboritg afoiefaiu. That any Per-

e'ivcEv'iderce
^*^" '^"'x f^immoned to give in Evidence refpecling the Breach of this Aft, in

sgainU Per- any of the Branches thereof, (other than the Party himfelf, his Children or
loni fe/Jinp

_
Servants) that fhall refufe to give in upon his Oath, when fo required, what

without Li-
}^g knows reladng to the Premifles, fhall forfeit Forty Shillings to the Ufe of

A£t for Sup- ^'^^ P°or of ^he Town as aforefaid.

prcffing of ann it is fuctf)et enacteD tip tbe autbojitg aforefaiD, That every
Drunkcnncfj. Juftice of the Peace in the County where he dwells, as well as die Juftices in

And'^Aa: f

° Qy^'''^sf Seflions, are hereby refpeftively impowred to hear and determine all

the infpcaing Offences againft this Aft, and may commit the Offender to Prifon, until he
and fuppref. pay the faid Fine, and enter into Recognizance as aforefaid for the good Be-
fingDifordcrs haviour ; or may caufe the Fine to be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Of-

Houfe""
' fenders Goods, returning the Overplus, if any be.

.30 IV. ca. 8.

CHAP. VII.

An Ad for the better Obfervation and
Keeping the Lord's-Day.

^it^C it enaften anD ojnaincrj ftp tbe (^otiernour, Council anB
20 Bcprefcntatities conuenen .in (General Court or airemblp,
^^^ anD it is enaftetJ by tf)e 9utf)0?itp of tfje fame. That aii and
every Perfon and Perfons whatfoever, Ihall on that Day carefully apply them-

Labour and felves to Duties of Religion and Piety, publickly and privately ; and that no

bued'on^"
'' Tradefman,Artificer,Labourer or other Perfon whatfoever, (hall upon the Land

Penalry of or Water, do or exercife any Labour, Bufinefs or Work of their Ordinary Cal-

fiveShiJiingi. ]ings ; nor ufe any Game, Sport, Play or Recreanon on the Lord's Day, or

3 G. ca I. ^^y. p^^j. tj^ei-eof
; ( Works of Neceffity andCharity only exceptedj upon pain

^ ... that cA'ery Perfon fo offending fhall forfeit Five Shillings.

proHbi.eT jFurtfeer it is OltlCreD anU UeClarCD, That no Traveller, Drover,Horfe-

on Pcnalry Courfer, Waggoner, Butcher, Higler, or any their Servants, fhall travel on that
of tttcnry Day,or anyPart thereof, except by fomeAdverfity they were belated and forced

' Shillings.
J.Q jQjjgg -j^ ^j^g Woods, Wildernefs or High-ways, the Night before -, and in

flich cafe, to travel no further than the next Inn or Place of Shelter, on that

Day ; upon the Penalty of "Twenty Shillings.

PubllcHoufet
Jfurt&er it is O^tierell, That no vintner, Innholder, or otherPerfon keep-

ra^n '"an^' 0- ^"S any publkkHoufe of Entertainmen£,fiiall entertain or fufferany of the Inha-

thcrj than bitants of the refpeftive Towns where they dwell, or othei^ not beingStrangers,,

Strangeriand or Lodgers in fuch Houfes,to abide or remain in their Houfes, Yards,Orchards,

Pc°niir'of°"
°'' ^'^^"^^ drinking, or idly fpending their Time on Saturday Night after the

fivcVhiUincs ^"'^ '^ ^^^> °'' °" ^^^ Lord's Day, or the Evening following ; upon the Pain

for every and Penalty of Five Shillings for every Perfon, payable by themfelves refpeftive-

Pcrfon.
]y^ that fhall be found fo drinking or abiding in any fuch publick Houfe or

10 W. C3. S,
Dependences thereof as aforefaid -, and the like Sum of Five Shillings to be paid

by the Keeper of fuch Houfe, for every Perfon entertained by them.

And
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And for the better Execution of all and every the foregoing Orders, every O"*^ J""'"

Juftice of the Peace within his County fhall have Power and Authority to con- ^^y' ff^a^

""

vent before him, any Perfon or Perfons, who fliall offend in any of the parti- determine

culars before mentioned, and upon his own View, or other legal Convi6tion of any brcacli

anyJuchOffence, to impofe the Fine and Penalty for the fame, and to reftrain °' '^" '^'^'

or commit the Offender until it be fatisfied ; or to caufe the fame to be levied by

Diftrefs and Sale of the Offenders Goods, returning the over-plus (if any be ) p.^^^ j,^^

and in cafe any fuch Offender be unable or refufe to fatisfy llich Fine, to caufe breach of rhzj

him to be put in the Cage, or fet in the Stoclcs, not exceeding three Hours : Aft to be ro

All Fines and Penalties accming by this Aft, to be to the Benefit and Relief the Uieof che

of the Poor of fuch Town where the Offence is committed •, and delivered
°°^°

into the Hands of the Seleft-Men or Overfeers of the Poor for that End.

And all Mafters and Governours of Families are hereby required to take

effeftual Care that their Children, Servants and others under {.heir immediate

Government, do not tranfgrefs in any of the foregoing Particulars.

And all and every Juftices of the Peace, Conftables andTythingmen, are re- Juftices, Con-

quired to take effeftual Care, and endeavour that this Aft in all the Particulars Habie-^ &c.

thereof be duly obferved , as alfo to reftrain all Perfons fromfwimming in the [.^'^"'[^^'* '°j

Water, unnecefTary and unfeafonable walking in the Streets or Fields in the ^a be ob»

Town of Bofton, or other Places, keeping open their Shops, or follov/ing their fcrvcd.

fecular Occafions or Recreations in the Evening preceeding the Lord's Day,or

any Part of the faid Day or Evening following.

And allPerfons are ftriftly required to be obedient to,and aiding and afTifting

fuch Juflices, Conftables and other Officers herein, as they will anfwer the con-

trary at their Peril.

\^Jt a Great and General Court or AJembly for Her Majefifs Province of the Rcfolves a-

Majfacbujetts-Bay inNew- England^begim and held at Bofton, iiponWednefday the bout the AQ
thirty-firfi of May, 1 704. Tl'he following Refolves were drawn up andp'affed,v\z. ^^,]^'^ ^5"'^

Whereas a Doubt or ^lefiion has been moved upon the firji Paragraph in the A£l of jhe'Lord's

for the better Obfervation of the Lord's Bay ; viz. Whether the Penalty therein Day.

expreffed extends to both Parts of the faid Paragragh ?

Refolved, That the faid Penalty or Fine of Five Shillings, extends to bothParts

of the faid Paragraph ; and is fo to be underfiood.

Further refolved, That by the Power of Kefiraint given by the latterParagraph

of the faid Aii ; fuch Reftraint is intended and to be underfiood of Imprifonment,

not exceeding the fpace of twelve Hours -, by fetting in the Cage or Stocks, not ex-

ceeding three Hours ; upon any that fhall prefumptuoufly and ohfiinately offend in

mry of the Particulars or Articles therein enumerated, contrary to any Admonition

given by any Jufiice of the Peace, Confiable, Tythingman, or other Officer. ]

CHAP. VIIL

AnA6t for prevention ofcommonNufances
arifing bySlaughter Houfes Still-HoufeSj

&c. Tallow-Chandlers, and Curriers.

^1{1;€ it oinainen anti enamti tJg tlje (Sotiernour, Council anti Additior*»i

;20 ^Seprcfentatities, contieneD in General Coutt o^ airemlJlp, ^% ,, o^^^ anu ijg ti)e autfjoiitg of t^e fame. That the seieft-Men of the ; lea 2
Towns of Eofion, Salem and Charlefiown refpeftively, or other Market Towns <,. j. ca. 8.

in the Province, with two or morejuftices of the Peace dwelling in the Town,
C or
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Slaughter- or two of the next Juftices in the County, fhall at or before the laft Day of
5°^'?''

^'^l
March, one Thoufand fix Hundred ninety three, affign feme certain Places in

toTc^in cer- ^^^h of the faidTowns (where it may be leaft offenfive) for the erefting orfet-

tain Places ting lip of S]aughter-Houfes,for the killing ofallMeat ; Still-Houfes,andHoufes

affigned, and for trying of Tallow, and currying of Leather, (which Houfes may be ei^ded
m no other, ^f Timber, the Law referring to Building with Brick orStone notwithftanding.)

And fhall caufe an Entry to be made in the Town Book, of what Places

fliall be by them fo affigned, and make known the fame by Polling it up
in fome public Places of the Town. At which Houfes and Places refpec-

tively, and no other, all Butchers and Slaughter-Men, Diftillers, Chandlers

and Curriers, fhall exercife and pradlife their refpecliveTrades and Myfteries
;

on Pain that any Butcher or Slaughter-Man tranfgreffing of this Ad by
killing- of Meat in any other Place, for every Conviftion thereof, before

one or more Juftices of the Peace, fliall forfeit and pay the Sum of twenty

Shillings. And any Diftiller, Chandler or Currier, oifending againft this Aft,
for every Convi<5lion thereof before their Majefties Juftices at the General

Seffions of the Peace for the County, fliall forfeit and pay the Sum of Five
Pounds ; one thirdPart of the faidForfeitures to be to theUfe of theirMajefties,

for the Support of the Government of the Province, and the incident Charges
thereof ; one third to the Poor of the Town, where fuch Offence fliall

be committed ; and the other third to him or them that fliall inform
and fue for the fame.

And for preventing of Cruelty to Bruit Creatures : -

3It i^ tmtbtx. enacteo fig tU 9ut|K)?itg afoiefaiu, That all Caives,

Cruelty to Sheep, or Lambs brought alive to theMarket, fliall be either driven or carried

Bruit Crea- in Cafts, Sleds, Panniers or Boats, and not otherwife ; on Pain of forfeiting
tares forbidr ^f ^j} Calves, Sheep or Lambs pafiing towards, or brought alive to the

Market, laid acrofs, or, hanging by the Sides ofHorfes, (as has been ufual)

or in any other way contrary to the taie intent of this A6t : One half of all fuch

Forfeiaires to be unto thelnformers, who fliall feize and profecute for the fame;

and the other Moiety to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, where fuch feizure

fliall be made, to be diftributed by the Seleft-Men or Overfeers of the Poor.

SekaMen And' all Seled-Men, Overfeers of the Poor, Conftables, Tything-Men and

Conftables,* Other Officers in any Town upon their own View, or Information of any

&>e. Impow- Tranfgrefiion of this Aft within their refpeflive Precin£bs, fliall and hereby
red to feize. are impowred to feize or caufe to be feized all Calves, Sheep or Lambs that

fliall be. carried or brought alive to the Market, in any other Way than
is before direfted. And upon due Proof thereof made before one or more
Juftices of the Peace, fliall be forfeited, and the fame or the Value thereof

be difpofed of as aforefaid.

or1dnded**to
^^^ ^^ ^^^^ °'' ^^^^^ ^^^^ cxpofed toSale, that fliall be blown up or wind-

fee forfeited.
° ^^' ^^^ ^^ ^''^^ forfeited and difpofed of.

CHAP,
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CHAP. IX.

An Aft for the orderly confummating
of Marriages,

/Hlj^C it oinaincti ano enaftetj ftp t^c (Sotiemour, Council anD

-M% iReprcfcntatiiocg in (General Court alTembleti, anD bg tf)e
yj,^;^^, ^^^"^ 3Utf)0?itgOftJ)CfamC, That every Juflice of the Peace withm the ^lii.ifer, rf=

County where he refides, and every fetled Minifter in any Town, Hiall, and fpcftivciy to

are hereby refpeftively impowred and authorized to folemnizeMarriages,within 'o'cmnize

their refpeftive Towns and Counties, betwixt Perfons that may lawRiUy enter
, ^^^c"' ^

into fuch a Relation, having the Confent of thofe whofe immediate Care and , g ca 4.

Government they are under, and being hkewife firft publifhed by asking their Pubiifhmen:

Banns at three feveral publick Meetings in both the Towns where fuch Parties ^°" '° ***

refpeftively dwell -, or by porting up their Names and Intentions at fome
'"'*

publick Place in each of the faid Towns, fairly written, there to ftand by the

fpace of fourteen Days ; and producing Certificate of ilich Publifhment under

the Hand of the Town Clerk or Conftable of fuch Towns refpetSlively.
p^^ ^^^ ^^^^

And the Fee to be paid for every Marriage, fhall be three Shillings ; and riage, £pc.

for Publifhment and Certificate thereof. One Shilling. 3 G. ca. 4.

3ntl fiZ it fUtttjCt CnaftCD, That whoever fliall prefume to deface or
„ ,

pull down any fuch Publilhment, pofted up in Writing, before the Expiration
,j"]^JJ ^°^^

of the Time, fhall be fined to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, tlie Sum of Pablifhmentj,

ien Shillings, being convifted thereof, before one or more Juftices of the

Peace : And if the Party be unable to pay the faid Fine, then to be fet in the

Stocks one whole Hour.

And every Jufticeand Minifter fiiall keep a particular Regifter of all Mar- Marriages to

riages folemnized before any of them, and make a return thereof at the End ^^ regiftred.

of each Quarter of a Year unto the Clerk of the Seffions of the Peace within ^*^^_
^"^t'"

the fame County, to be by him regiftred •, who is hereby impowred thereto, ceftuous

and fhall be paid by every fuch Juftice and Minifter, three Pence for each Marriages.

Marriage fo returned. - IV ca 6.

antj it is furtfjer enafteD 6g tU sutfioiitg afoiefaiD, That all Con- f^^^^";
"^

troverfies concerning Marriage and Divorce f[:iall be heard and determined

by the Governour and Council.

C H A R X.

An A3: for the Settlement and Support of
Minifters and School-M afters.

^11^€ it ottiaineu ann enafteo 6g tfje aoaernour, Council anB
Wj Eeprefentatitie0 cont^eneo in (General Court or aflemtilp,^^^ anB &g tf)e ^UtfjOlitp of tte fame, That the inhabitants of each Contraftg sn.1

Town within this Province fhall take due Care from time to time, to be con-
Agreements

ftandy provided of an able, learned Orthodox Minifter or Minifters, ofgood ^°^^
™^

Converfation, to difpence the Word of God to them ; which Minifter or Mi-
nifters (hall be fuitably encouraged and fufficiently fupported and maintained by
the Inhabitants of fuch Town. And all Contrafts, Agreements and Orders
heretofore m.ade,or that fhall hereafter be made by thelnhabitants of any Town
within this Province refpefting their Minifters or School-Mafters, as to their

-Settle.ment or Maintenance, fliall remain good and valid according to tlie true

C 2 intent
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intent thereof, the whole time for which they were or fhall be made, in all the

Particulars thereof, and fhall accordingly be purfued, put in Execution and

makin^fu'i'a
^"^^^^^'^- -^"<^ where there is no Contraft and Agreement made in anyTown,

bic provifion refpeding the Support and Maintenance of the Miniftry •, or when the fame
lor Miniflcrf happens to be expired, and the Inhabitants of luchTown Ihall negledt to make
to be redref- fuitable Provifion therein -, upon Complaint thereof made unto the Quarter

Quarfer Sef-
Seffions of the Peace for the County where fuchTown lies ; the faid Court of

ons.
' Quarter SelTions fhall, and hereby are impowred to order a competent Allow-
ance unto fuch Minifter, according to the Eftate and Ability of the Town :

the fame to be aflefled upon the Inhabitants by Warrant from the Court, di-

rected to theSele6l-Men,who are thereupon to proceed to make and proportion

fuch AlTeisment in manner as is direfted for other publickCharges, and to caufe

the fame to be levied by the Conftables of fuch Town, by Warrant under the

Hands, of the Sele6t-Men ; or of the Town-Clerk by their Order,

The Court of ISZ Jt MiW Cnaftcn bg tbe amt)0?it5 afOlCfail!, That where any
Qiaarter Sef- Town fhall be deftitute of a Minifter qualified as aforefaid, and fhall fo con-
fions to take

jjj^^g j^y jj^g {^zc& of fix Months, not having taken due Care for the procur-

Town be de- ^"g> fettling and Encouragement of fuch Minifter, the fame being made to ap-

fliiure of a pear Upon Complaint unto their Majefties Juftices at the General Seffions of
Minifter, the Peace for the County, the faid Court of Quarter Seffions fhall, and hereby

are impowred to make an Order upon every fuch defedlive Town, fpeedily to

provide themfelves of fuch Minifters as aforefaid, by the next Seffions at the

flirtheft ; and in cafe fuch Order be not complied with, then the faid Court

ihall take effeftual Care to procure and fettle a Minifter qualified as aforeiaid,

and order the Charge thereof, and of fuch Minifters Maintenance, to be levied

on the Inhabitants of fuch Town.
Churches to

Q^^jj jj- |g; f^ltW tXi^^t\^ tig tU 9Utf)0?itS afOiefaxD, tliat the re-

rvivjlJcre!'^ & fpeftive Churches in the feveral Towns within this Province, fhall at all times

Freedomi, hereafter, ufe, exercife and enjoy all their Privileges and Freedoms refpedting

divineWorfhip, ChurchOrder andDifcipline. And fhall be encouraged in the

peaceable and regular Profeffion and Praftice thereof.

School for ^nt! be it furtf)cr ettacten t)g tt)C autf)0?itp afo?efaiD, That every
reading and

fQ-^^y^ within this Province having the Number of fifty Houlholders or up-
wfitmg.

-vvards, fhall be conftantly provided of a School-Mafter to teach Children and

Graminar Youth to read and write. And where any Town or Towns have the Number
School. of one Hundred Families orHoufholders, there fhall alfo be a Grammar School

fet up in every fuch Town, and fome difcreet Perfon of good Converfation,

well inftrufted in the Tongues procured to keep fuch School : Every fuch

School-Mafter to be fuitably encouraged and paid by the Inhabitants.

School Maf- And the Sele6i:-Men and Inhabitants of fuch Towns refpe£lively, fhall take
KTi to be iup-

pffg£^^,ai Caj-e^ and make due Provifion for the Settlement and Maintenance
^

of fuch School-Mafter and Mafters.

And if any Town qualified as before exprefs'd, fhall negleft the due Obfer-

vance of this Aft, for the procuring and fettling of any fuch School-Mafter as

aforefaid, by the fpace of one Year: Every fuch defeftive Town fhall incur

Penalty for the Penalty oi ten PoK«i.f for every Conviftion of fuchNegleft, upon Complaint

Neglcd. made unto their Majefties Juftices in Quarter Seffions for the fame County in

i3^-.ca.2o.
^j^j(,|^ ^^]^ defeftive Town lieth ; which Penalty fhall be towards the Support

4 .
QA. ,. QJT fy(-j^S(s},QQiQj. Schools within the fameCounty, where there maybe moft need

at die Difcretion of the Juftices in Quarter Seffions ; to be levied by Warrant

from the faidCourt of Seffions inProportion upon the Inhabitants of fuch defec-

tiveTown, as other publick Charges, and to be paid unto theCountryTreafurer.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL

An A6t for the Settlement of the Bounds,
anddefraying ofthe public and neceffary

Charges ariling within each refpedive

County in this Province

^||>(C it ojtjaineti anu enacteu bp tfjc (^oticrnour, Council anu
' JUi Ecptefentatiues, in (General Court alTemtJleD, anu tJg t&e^"^ 3Utf)0litg of tfje fame. That all Counties as they now lie, and

are named, continue and remain diftinft Counties to all Intents and Purpofes Counties to

in the Law whatfoever. And that there be a County Treafurer annually ,°,nj'r'jy/

chofen for each refpe6live County, being a Freeholder within the fame •, and

to be chofen by the Votes of the Freeholders, and other Inhabitants of each

refpedlive Town, duly qualified as is provided by the Aft for the Choice of

Seleft-Men, and other Town Officers ; and at the fame time, fuch Votes to

be given in writing, and fealed up by the Conftable, by him to be kept and

returned unto the next Quarter Seffions, to be held for faid County, there to

be opened and forted by fuch as the Court fhall appoint, in Prefence of the choice of

Juftices : and the Perfon having the IVIajority of the faid Votes, lliallbe Trea- County

fureroffuch County for that Year, and be Sworn before the faid Court. Treafurer,

And for the due and equal raijing of Monies for defraying of the Charges

arijing within each RefpeSlive County, for the neceffary Repairs and Amendment

of Bridges, Prifons, the Maintenance ofpoor Prifoners, and all other proper

County Charges :

3It i0 further cnacteD 65 tU 3utf)0?itg afoicfaiD, That when and
(,<,„„,„ cha?;

fo often from time to time as there fhall be need of raifing Money for the ges how to

Ends aforefaid, in any County, the Juftices in QuarterSeffions for fuch County, be defrayedo

receiving Informadon thereof from theCounty Treafurer, fhall agree and deter-

mine the whole Sum to be raifed, and each refpeftive Towns Proportion of
the fame, as near as may be according to the Rule for raifing of Money for

the Province Charges, and fhall ifTue forth their Order unto the Seleft-Men of

the refpeftive Towns to afTefs the fame upon the Inhabitants of fuch Town,
each one his Due and equal Proportion thereof according to the Rule before

-

mendoned, as near as may be, to be paid inMoney, or equivalent thereto ; and

to make a diftinft Lift of each Perfon's Name and Propordon under their

Hands ; and fuch Lift commit unto the Conftable or Conftables of fuchTown,

•with a Warrant figned by the Town Clerk, direfted unto the faid Conftable

or Conftables to levy and colled: the faid AfTefsment, of each one his refpeftive

Proportion : And to pay in their faid Colledtions unto the County Treafurer,

or his Order, within the dme fet for the fame : And to make Diftrefs upon
every Perfon neglefting or refufing to make Payment : And in default of

Goods or Chattels whereon to make Diftrefs, to commit the Party to the

common Goal of the County until he make Payment, or otherwife be re-

leafed by the Juftices in Quarter SefTions. And if any Perfon or Perfons

think themfelves over rated in any fuch AfTefsment, they fliall be eafed by
the AfTefTors, making the fame to appear ; or in default thereof, by the Court

of Quarter SefTions.

3ntl further it i0 enaCteU, That allMoniesfocolleaed, be improved and Money how

jmployed for the Ends within mentioned, as the Court of QuarterSefTions fhall ^°^^ applied,

from dme to time by their Order in Writing, direct and appoint. And the
Treafurer to

County Treafurer in each refpeftive County, fhall Accompt unto the Court of Accompr.

Quvter SefTjons, or whom they fhall appoint, for all hisReceipts andPayment. 9 A cai 5.

CHAP,
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C H A P. XII.

An Ad for regulating of Townfhips,

Choice of Town-Officers, and fetting

forth their Power.

^ItJ-C it oinainen atiti enafteti iip tfje <Sotiernout, Counal ants

ZO Ecptefentatiucg, in General Court alTemtleD, ann tip t&e^^
2lUtf)0?it2 of tf)e fame, That the Bounds of all Townfhips fhall be.

Bounds oi and continue as heretofore granted and fetled refpeftively, and (hall be run be-

Town/hips twixt Town and Town, and Marks renewed once in three Years, by two of

a° heretofore
^^^ Seleft-Men of each Town, or any other two Perfons whom theSelea-Men

granred and ^^^^ appoint : The Selecl-Men of the moft ancient Town to give Notice unto

fetfied : And the Sele£t-Men of the next adjacent Towns, ofthe Time and Place of Meeting
t© be run, and for fuch Perambulation, fixDays before-hand -, on Pain oi forkkingFivePounds

StJwed once ^^ ^'^^ Seleft-Men of any Town, that fhall negleft their Duty in any of the

in 5 Years Partictilars aforefaid : Two thirds thereof unto the ufe of the Poor of fuch

under a Pe- Town •, and the Other third unto the Seleft-Men of any of the next adjacent

nalty. Towns, that fhall inform and fue for the fame, in the Inferiour Court of Pleas
'•'

- within the fame County, to be recovered by Aftion or Information.

anjD be it furtfjer enafteD bp tU Slutftoiitp afojcfaiD, That each

Pronrictors
Proprietor of Lands lying unfenced, or in any common Field, fhall once in

of Lands un- two Years, on fix Days warning before given him, by the next Proprietor

fenced or in or Proprietors adjoining, run the Lines, make and keep up theBounds between
common them, by fufKcient meerStones -, on Pain that every Party fo negledling or re-

rhe Lines'""
f"Gng, ihall forfeit the Sum of Ten Shillings : One half to the Party moving,

once ill jwo and the other half to theUfeof thePoor of theTown,being convented and con-^

Years. vifted of fuch Negleft or Refufal, before any Juftice of the Peace within the

fame County ; who is hereby impowred to hear and determine the fame.

ant) further it isenacteti &g tlje autf)0|itB afoiefaiu, That the

Proprietors of the undivided or common Lands within each Town and Pre-

cinft in this Province, where the fame have been heretofore ftated, each ones

Proportion being known, fhalJ, and hereby are impowred to order, improve or

divide in fuch way and manner as fliall be concluded and agreed upon by the

major Part of the interefled ; the Voices to be collected and accounted accord-

ing to the Interefts. And the Proprietors of all undivided or commonLands
Some more

j^^j. ^^^^^ ^^^ proportioned as aforefaid ; fhall, and hereby are impowred

so be im- ^'^ manage, improve, divide or dilpofe or the lame as hath been, or Inall be

prov?d. concluded and agreed on by the major Part of fuchProprietors. That no Cot-

tage or Dwelling-place in any Town, fhall be admitted to the Privilege of

Commonage of Woods, Timber and Herbage, or any other the Privileges

which lie in common in any Town orpeculiar, other than fuch as were erected

or privileged by the Grant of fuch Town or peculiar before the Year one

^houfandfix Hundredfixly and one, or that have been fince, or fhall hereafter be

granted by the Confent of any Town or peculiar.

And whereas it has been a continued Practice and. Cuftom in the feveral

Towns within this Province, annually to choofe SeleEl-Men or Townsmen, for the

ordering and managing of the Prudential Affairs of fuch Town, and other

Town Officers for the executing of other Matters and Things in the haws appoin-

ted hy them to be done and performed :

Sec Refoive Tgc it fuctfjec o^oaineD ann cnacten ijp tfie autf)o?itg afoiefaiD,

\-^\p^^ "' '^''^'^ '•^^ Freeholders and other Inhabitants of each Town rateable at twenty

Qualification
-^^^^^^-^ Eflate, to one fingle Rate befides the Poll \ lliall fome time in the

of Vorcrs in Month of March annually meet and convene together upon Notice given by
Town-Meet- the Conftable or Conftables of fuch Town, or fuch others as the Seleft-Men
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or Townfmen fhall appoint, to giveNotice of fuchMeeting, and the Time and

Place for the fame : And by the major Vote of fiich Affembly, then and there

fhall choofe three, five, feven or nine Perfons, able and difcreet, of good Con-

verfation, inhabiting within fuch Town, to be Seleft-Men or Townfmen and ?f'^^?^^'\

Overfeers of the Poor, where other Perfons llaall not be particularly chofen
„,h" r^Tow n

to that Office (which any Town may do as they fhall find it neceflary and con- officers to be

venientj as alfo to nominate and choofe a Town Clerk, who fhall be fworn anni;aiiy

truly to enter and record all Town Votes, Orders, Grants and Divifions of ^^''^^" '"

Land, made by fuch Town, and Orders made by the Seleft-Men ; a Com- /'j'
^^^ j,

miffioner for Aflefsments,Conftables, Surveyors of High-Ways, Tything-Men, Town Clerk

Fence-Viewers, Clerks of the Market, Sealers of Leather, and other ordinary ro be under

Town Officers. And the Town Clerk, or two of the Seleft-Men, fiiall forth- °'^; ^^^^
with make, and give out unto the Conftable or Conftables of fuch Town, a j._

"

Lift of the Names of thofe that fhall be then chofen to the Office of Town-
Clerk, Conftables, Tything-Men, Clerks of the Market, Sealers of Leather, Confiables to

and other Officers, of whom an Oath is by Law required ; which Conftable or
-r """q'o!

Conftables within the Space of fixDays at furtheft, fiiall Summon each of them tc be rvyom

refpeftively to appear before the Quarter Seffions, if theafitting, or one of the under a

next Juftices of the Peace, to be fworn to the faithful Difcharge of their re- ''e"'*'ty-

ipeftive Offices and Truft, on Penalty of Twenty Shillings to the Ufe of the

Poor of the Town, to be paid by each Conftable neglefting of his Duty in

that behalf, upon Copviftion thereof before oneJuftice of thePeace •, and upon
Non-paynTcnt, to be levied by Diftrefs : Provided, That no Perfon in Com-

'^^^^°^l ^^^"^

miffion for any Office, Civil or Military, Church-Officer, or Member of the hrlintr as

Houfe of Repreientatlves for the time being, nor any other 'who has ferved as Conftablej,

Conftable within the fpace of feven Years before, fhall be chofen to the Office

of Conftable.

31t 10 furtfjet enaSeti tJg t!)e aut^oiitp afo?efaiD, That the Free-
.j,^^,^^ ^^ g^,

holders and Inhabitants qualified as in this Aft is mentioned in each refpeftive leaMen ha.

Town, in any Town-Meeting, orderly warned according to the Ufage in fuch ving Inftruc-

Town, or the major Part fo afl^embled, or the Seleft-Men having Infcruftions ''^^^ '° '^^^^

given them in Writing by the Town for that Purpofe •, be, and hereby are 3I Laws"
impowred from time to time to make and agree upon fuch neceflary Rules,

Orders and By-Laws for the direfting, managing and ordering the prudential

Affairs of fuch Town, as they fhall judge moft conducing to thePeace, Welfare o-ders and

and good Order thereof ; and to annex Penalties for the Obfervance of the Bv -Laws in

fame, not exceeding Twenty Shillings for one Offence, provided that they be Towns, to be

not repugnant to the general Laws of the Province : and fuch Orders and By- ^h^'^claarte/

Laws being prefented unto the Juftices in Quarter Seffions, and approved of Seffions.

by them, fhall be eftablifhed, and binding to all the Inhabitants of fuch Town,
and the Penalty for Breach of any of them by any of the Inhabitants, to be [£^,1^^^''^°

^°

levied by Warrant of Diftrefs from any Juftice of the Peace before whom fuch vVVrant
Offender fhall be convifted, to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town. from a Juflice

ann futtfjer it is enaften t)g t&e aut!)OiitB afo^efaiD, That the

Seleft-Men or Townfmen chofen as aforefaid, in each Town refpeftively, be SeledMento

and hereby are impowred to affefs the Inhabitants and others Refident within
J^ent^for

fuch Town, and the Precinfts thereof, and the Lands and Eftates lyingwithin County and

the Bounds of fuch Town, in juft and equal Proportion as near as may be unto Town-

the County Charges, according as they fhall receive Order from the Court of ^^''8^*°

Quarter Seffions to be held for the fame County ; and to all Town Charges, .^^
each particular Perfon according to his knownAbility and Eftate, fuchSum and Town-Clerk
Sums as hath or fhall be ordered, granted and agreed upon from time to time to make out a

by the Inhabitants in any Town-Meeting regularly afTembled ; or the major Warrant foe

Partof thofe prefent at fuch Meeting, for the Maintenance and Support ofthe ^^^^^
Miniftry, Schools, the Poor, and for the defraying of other neceffary Charges <> a. ca. 5.

arifing wjthin the faid Town, and thereof to make diftinft and perfeftLifts un-

der
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der their Hands, or the major Part of them, fetting down every PerfonsName,
and feveral Proportion, and fhall thereupon make out a Warrant to be figned

by the faid Affeflbrs, or the Town-Clerk by their Order, (who are hereby re-

fpeftively impowred thereto) direfted unto the Conftable or Conftables of the

Diftrefi robe faidTown, for the fpeedy levying and coUeftingof fuch Aflrefsments,and to pay

made on De- in the fame unto theSeled-Men, or to fuch Perfon as they fhall appoint for Re-
linquencs. ceiver, within the time thereby prefixt : And to makeDiftrefs upon all fuch

who fhall negleft or refufe to makePayment : And for want of Goods orChattels

whereon to makeDifl:refs,to feize thePerfon and commit him to thecommon Goal
Perfoni over- of theCounty,there to remain until he pay theSum upon himaffelTed as aforefaid

;

eafed,"* I

^ unlefsthefame or anyPart thereof,uponApplication made unto theQuarterSeffion,

Conflables to fliall be abated. And if any Perfon think himfelf over-rated ; and make it fo

fettle & iffue appear unto the Affeflbrs, he fhall be eafed ; and if they refufe, fuch Perfon

co^ws '^with-
^grieved may make his Application unto the Juftices in Quarter SefTions,

in 3 Monthi who are hereby impowred to reftify the fame ; And all Conflables having any
aficr_ the en- fuch AfTefsment committed unto them, fhall fettle and iffue their Accompts
piraiion of thereof, with the Seleft-Men, or Receiver appointed by them, within three
*

^"^See^^'""
Months after their Time or Year is expired, on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of

KSt relating 'Twenty Shillings per Month, for each Months negledl afterward, to the Ufe of
10 Town the Poor of fuch Town, and to be levied by Diftrefs upon fuch delinquent
All^smenif. Conftables Goods by Warrant from one Juftice of the Peace, being convented
9 "

"• ^' and convifted of fuch Negle6t before him, who is hereby thereto impowred.

Provided neverihelefs. That every Conflable at the End of every three

Months fhall pay in as aforefaid, fo much as he fhall have collefled within

that time.

Idle Perfoni ^^^ it iS fUXttU tm^Zn tjg t!)CaUtf)Olitp afOlCfaitl, That the Seleft-

&Loiterersto Men or Overfeersof the Poor in each Town (where there are fuch chofen, and
be imploycd. fpecially appointed for that Service) are hereby impowred and ordered to take

^L"b^^"^o
^ff"^*^"^! C^""^ ^^^^ ^^ Children, Youth, and other Perfons of able Body, living

be f'ot to the within the fame Town or Precindls thereof (not having Eflates otherwife to

Houfe of maintain themfelves) do not live idly, or mifpend their time in loitering ; but
Correaion. that they be brought up or imployed in fome honefl Calling, which may be
!i IF. a. 6. profitable unto themfelves, and the Publick. And if any Perfon or Perfons

fit and able to Work, fhall refufe fo to do, but loiter and mifpend his or her

time, wander from Place to Place, or otherwife miforder themfelves •, and

thereof be convifted before one or more Juftices of the Peace •, fuch Perfon

or Perfons fhall by fuch Juftice or Juftices be fent to the Houfe of Corredlion,

and at their Entrance be whipped on the naked Back, by the Matter of fuch

Houfe, or fuch other as he fhall procure, not exceeding ten Lafhes ; and
be there kept to hard Labour, until he or fhe be difcharged by fych Juftice or

Juftices, or the Quarter SefTions of the Peace for the fame County. And it

fhall, and may be lawful for the Overfeers of the Poor, or Seleft-Men in each
Poor Chil- Town where there are no other Perfons fpecially chofen and appointed to be

bound** out
Overfeers ofthe Poor,and they are hereby ordered with the afTent oftwoJuftices

Apprentices, of the Peace, to bind any poor Children belonging to fuch Town, to be Ap-
prentices, where they fhall fee convenient ; a Man-Child, until he fhall come
to the Age of twenty-one Years, and a Woman-child, to the Age of eighteen

Years, or time of Marriage : which fhall be as effeftual to all Intents andPur-

pofes, as ifany fuch Child were of full Age, and by Indenture of Covenant

had bound him or her felf.

anD it 10 futt&er cnafteu ftp tfje autbo^itg afojefaiD, That every

Penalty for Perfon and PerfonSjfexcept as in thisAft is before excepted) being duly chofen

not ferwng as aforefaid, to ferve in the Office of Conftable, who fhall refufe to take the

'Vc' fc^r
^^^^ '° '^^^ Office belonging, and to ferve therein, if he be able in Perfon

' to execute the fame j fhall pay the Sum of Five Pounds, to the Ufe of the

Poor of fuch Town. And if in the Towns of Bofion or Salem, the Sum of

Tea-
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Ten Pounds^ and fiiall forthwith 'declare his Acceptance or Refufal, and the

Town fliall proceed to a new Choice ; and if fuch Perfon refufe to pay down
his Fine, he fhall be convened before the next Seffions ofthePeace, to be held

for that County, in which fuch Town lieth, who upon Certificate under the

Hand of the Town Clerk, or two or more of the Seleft-Men, that iuch Per-

fon was legally chofen to the Office of Conftable, and fliewing no jufl: Caufe

to the Seffions for his Excufe •, the Juftices fliall order a Warrant to be figned

by the Clerk of the Peace, direfted to any oftheConftables then in being within

fuch Town, to levy the faid Fine by Diftrefs and Sale of fuch Offenders Goods,

returning the Over-plus (if any bej the faid Fine to be delivered unto the

Overfeers of the Poor, or Sele£t-Men to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town,

anD iie it l\xixW cnaSeB Ij|? t%z mfcMitt afoiefaiB, That if any

Perfon or Perfons come to fojourn or dv/ell in any Town within this Province Perfon! enter-

or Precind; thereof, and be there received and entertained by the fpace of three rained in any

Months, not having been warned by the Conftable, or other Perfon whom the J°*" f^'i.''^^

Selefl-Men fhall appoint for that Service, to leave the Place, and the Names Mo^jhs and
of fuch Perfons, with the time of their Abode there, and when fuch Warning not warned

was given them, returned unto the Court of Quarter Seffions ; every fuch out, to be re-

Perfori fhall be reputed an Inhabitant of fuch Town, or Precinfts of the fame ;
p^^J^*^

^"^^"'

and the proper Charge of the fame, in cafe through Sicknefs, Lamenefs, or

otherwife they come to ftand in need of Relief, to be born by fuch Town ; \z?i\^~,W.i,.

unlefs the Relations of fuch poor impotent Perfon, in the Line or Degree of •=! ''^

Father or Grand-Father, Mother orGrand-Mother, Children orGrand-Children, " '
'^'' ^'

be of fufficient Ability ; then fuch Relations refpeftively fliall relieve fuch poor Perfons of A-
Perfon, in fuch Manner as the Juftices of the Peace in that County where fuch bi:iry, to re-

fufficient Perfons dwell fhallaflefs -, on pain that every one failing therein, fhall '"^''^
''l^*'"

forfeit Twenty Shillings for every Months Negleft, to be levied by Diftrefs j^"","^

and Sale of fuch Offenders Goods by Warrant I'rom any two Iuch Juftices of

the Peace {Riorum Unus) within theirLimits ; which fliall be imployed to the

Ufe and Relief of fuch impotent poor Perfon. Provided mverthelefs. This

A6i; fhall not be underftood of any Perfons committed to Prifon, or lawfully

reftrained in any Town, or of fuch as fliall come, or be fent for Nurfmg or

Education, or to any Phyfician or Surgeon. to be healed or cured : But the

pardcular Perfons who receive and entertain any fuch, fhall be the Town's
Security in their Behalf ; and be obliged to relieve and llippoit them in Cafe

of Need -, upon Complaint made to the QuarterSeffions, who fhall accordingly

order the fame.

mn it i0 fuctf)cr enafteB ftp tfje autfjoiitg afoiefaio, That any Per- Perfon. war.

fon orderly wai^ned as aforefaid to depart any Town whereof he is not an Inha- nedoutof any

bitant, and neglefting fo to do by the fpace of fourteen Days next after fuch
Town, to de-

Warning given, may by Warrant from the next Juftice of the Peace be fent Days' or elie

and conveyed from Conftable to Conftable, unto the Town where he properly to be fenr by

belongs, or had his laftRefidence, at his ownCharge, if able to pay the fame, or the Conftable.

otherwife at the Charge of the Town fo fending him.

a:nB furti)er it \% enafteo tjg tfje amljoiit?? afo?_efaiti, That when and
r^r^a^hics to

fo often as there fhall be Occafion of a Town-Meeting for anyBufinefs of pub- „.an/To'wn°
lick Concernment to the Town there to be done ; The Conftable or Confta- Meetings,

bles of fuch Town, by order from the Seleft-Men, or major Part of them, or 2 G ca- 5.

of the Town Clerk by their Order, in each refpetlive Town within this Pro- P^na'^v '°'^

vince, fhall warn a Meedng of fuch Town, having Order for the fame in Wri- "^^ '^
'

ting ; on Pain that every Conftable neglefting his Duty in that Refpeft, and
being thereof convicted before one Juftice of the Peace, fhall forfeit theSum of
Twenty Shillings, to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town, and to be levied by
Diftrefs and Sale of fuch Offenders Goods, by Warrant from fuch Juftice

ef the Peace, upon negled or refufal of Payment. And in cafe the Selefc-

D MeB
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•^•'"'w
'" ''^^^" ^" ^"^ Town fliall unreafonably deny to call a Meeting of thelnhabit^nts

foTTown-'" of ^'J*^^^ Town, upon any piiblick Occafion thereof, tlie fame being complain-

Metriing in ^^ "^^^ ^"^ made to appear to one of the next Juftices of the Peace within
cjfc. the fame County •, fuch Juftice by his Warrant directed to the Conftable or

Conftables, may order a Meeting of the Inhabitants of fuch Town, thereia

fignifying the Occafion thereof.

Standard of

ffmhefter

\^
At a Great and General Court or Affemhly of His Majejly's Province of the

Maffachufetts-Bay, begun and held at Bofton, tipon IVednefday the -^oth of May
1722. Thefollowing Refolve was drawn up and paffed on a Paragraph which
relates to the ^lalifications of Voters in Town-Meetings^ in the AP. for regulating

of Townfhips and Choice of Town-Officers^ made in the fourth Tear of King

William and ^leen Maky , viz. V/hether the Words ^rateable at Twenty
Pounds Eftate to one fingle Rate befides the Polll are to be underfood as the

^talification of Freeholders, as well as other hihabitants ofToivns, &c.

Refolved in the Affirmative, and that the Law ought fo to be und.erftood.

CHAP. XIII.

An A£t for due Regulation of Weights
and Mealuies.

To the End that Weights and Meafures may be one and thefame throughout

this their Majefties Province :

IBt it enaftet) anB o?Daineti 65 t!)C (^oiacrnour, Council anti JRe^

P'^^^'^^f^^i^^si in (General Couct affemtileD, anD tJ? tije aut&o?itp

MeaVbTf.' of tIl0faiTi0, That the Brafs and Copper Weights and Meafures formerly fent

i-2.lV.cz. II. out oi England, with Certificate out of tlieir Majefties Exchequer to be ap-

4. J. ca. 2. proved Winchefter Meafure according to the Standard in the Exchequer ; be

the Publick allowed Standard throughout this their Majefties Province for the

proving and fealing all Weights and Meafures thereby. And the Conftables

Condables to of every Town throughout this Province, not already fupplied, fhall within
provide three Months next coming provide upon the Towns Charge, one BuHiel, one
Standard;,

j^^j^ Bufhel, one Peck, one half Peck ; one Ale Q^iart, one Wine Pint and
half Pint ; one Ell, one. Yard -, one fet of Brafs Weights, to four Pounds,after

fixteen Ounces to the Pound, with fit Scales, and Steel Beam, tried

Sea'e f
^"^ proved by the aforefaid Standard, and fealed by the Treafurer, or his

WeieoH and Deputy in his Prefence, ("which fhall be kept and ufed only for Standards in the

Meafures, feveralTowns) who is hereby authorized to do the fame -, for which he fhall re-

how to be ceive from theConftablesof eachTown,/wo Pence for everyWeight and Meafure

fo tried and proved and fealed. And the Conftables ofevery Town fhall com-
mit thofe Weights and Meafures unto the Cuftody of the Sele£t-Men of their

Towns, for the time being, who with the Conftables are hereby enjoined to

choofe one able Man for Sealer of all Weights andMeafures for theirTown from

-, ^ time to time, and till another be chofe, who fliall be prefented unto the next

Wsrranti for Court of Seffions, and there fworn to the faithful Difchargc of his Duty: And
Sealii.g of fhall have Power to fend forth his Warrants by the Conftable to all the Inhabi-
WeiRhrs and tants of fuch Town, to bring in all iuchWeights andMeafures as they make ufe

jTil'^cLr °^' ^" ^^^ Month of April, from Year toYear, at fuchTime and Place as he flialF

appoint, and make return to the Sealer in Writing of all Perfons fo fummoned.

That then and there all fuch Weights and Meafures may be proved and fealed

with
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Fc
with the Town Seal (which is likewife to be provided by theConftables at each

Towns Charge) who fliall have for every Weight and Meafore fo fealed, one

Penny from the Owner thereof at the firft fealing. And all fuch Weights and
p^^^\^^ fo,-

Meafures as cannot be brought to their juft Standard, he fliall deface and Neglect,

deflroy. And after the firfl fealing, fliall have nothing, fo long as they con-

tinue juft with the Standard.

anD it is furtijer enaaet! 6g tf)e aut&o?itp afoicfaiD, That if any
^ ^^^

Conftable, Seleft-Man or Sealer, do not duly execute thisLaw fo far as to each Conftablcj

and every of them appertains, they and each of them fliall forfeit to their Seleft- Men

Majefties for every fuch Negleft, by the Space of one Month, the Sum of or Sealers

Fo7-ty Shillings, towards the Support of their Government here. And every "^S'^"-

Perfon neglefting to bring in their Weights and JMeafures at the Time and „ . ,^
Place appointed, being duly warned thereto, fliall likewife forfeit threeShilUngs ^^^ bringing

3.n6. four Pence ; the one half whereof to be to their Majefties as aforefaid, the in Weighrj

other half to the Sealer aforefaid. And thePenalty herein mentioned, to be when warned

levied by Diftrefs by Warrant from any Juftice of the Peace.

atiD it i0 furtijer cnafteti tJp tfte autl)oiitg afoicfaiD, That in every sea Porr

Sea-Port Town within this Province, the Conftable or Conftables are to pro- To*ns to be

vide upon the Town's Charge, one Hundred Weight, one Half Hundred, P'j."^'
^

one Quarter of an Hundred, and one fourteen Pounds Weight made of Iron, vVeighw.

to be tryed, proved and fealed as aforefaid, and be kept as Standards in the

faid feveral Towns, to be ufed as before for other Weights and Meafures

is direfted.

CHAP. XIV.

An A 61 for theReguIating and Encourage-
ment of Fifhery.

T J P O N Conjideration ofgreat Damage and Scandal that hath happened upon

the Account ofpickled Fifh, although afterwards dryed and hardly difcover-

ahle ; to the great Lofs of many, and alfo an ill Reputation of this Province, and

the Fifhery of it :

050 it t!}erefoie enafteD ti? tfje (^oDcrnour,Council anB meprefen-
tatiues, con\)eneD in (General Court oj affemblg, ano it is enafteD
tJpt^C SlUtfjOpt? of t|)e fame. That no Perlbn or Perfons whatfoever, after How dry

che Publication hereof, fliall fave or fait anySort of FilTi (that is intended to be Fifh fliall bs

dryed) in Cafk or Fatts, or any other Way than what hath formerly and ^*^^'^-

honeftly been pradifed for the making of dry Fifli ; on Penalty of forfeiting

all fuchFifli fo faked and pickled, whether it be green or dry : The oneMoiety

thereof to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence is committed,

and the other iVIoiety to the Perfon that fliall fue for the farrie.

anB \i is furtljec enaftcB ftp t6e am^oiitp afoiefaiB, That hence- ^^ Mackrei
forth no Mackrei fhall be caught (except for fpending whilft frefli) before the to be falteS

firft Day oijuly annually : And noPerfon orPerfons whatfoever after the Pub- "P before the

lication hereof, fliall at any Time or Place within this Province, take, kill, or ^^ ^aie^"^'''
hale alhore anyMackrel, with anySorts of Nets, orSeans whatfoever ; onPenal- ^Si5 W.SeM
ty of forfeiting all fuch Mackrei fo taken or haled afhore,and alfo all fuch Nets ca. 20.

and Scans which were fo imployed : The one half thereof to their Majefties K.e jn^aed.

toward theSupport of this their Government, and the other half to him or them
r?gr,a!cy^Vo^r'

that fliall inform and fue for the fame. And all Juftices are hereby impowred, taking Msck
and required to grant their Warrants for the feizing of the fame, and the afore- rel in Nets cr

faid Forfeitures, or the receiving of the like Value in currant Money of this S"^''-

Province,

D 2 CHAP,
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CHAP. XV.

An A6t requiring the taking the Oaths
appointed to be taken inftead of the

Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, r?

- —n'J

J/f/'HEREAS their Royal Majefties in and by their Charter for the ereBing

Pfeamble. and incorporating of their Province of the Maflachufetts-Bay in New-Eng-
land, have granted and ordained, that the Governour, or Lieutenant or Deputy

Governour of their faidProvince, or 'ierrtloryfor the timeheing, or either ofthem,

or ajiy two or more of the Councilor JJjiJlants for the time being, as fhallbe there-

unto appointed by thefaid Governour ; fhall and may at allT'imes, andfrom time to

time, have full Power and Authority to adminifler and give the Oaths appointed by

an ASl of Parliament made in the firfi Year of their prefent Majefties Reign,
(
en-

titled. An Ad for the abrogating of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy
and appointing other Oathsj to be taken in ftead of the Oaths of Allegiance and

Supremacy ; to all and every Perfon and Perfons which are now inhabiting or

rejiding within the faid Province or territory ; or whichfliall at any titne or times

hereafter go or pafs thither :

Now to the Intent that there be no Failure herein, but that their Majefties

Subjects within this their Province, may accordingly recognize their Duty
and Allegiance :

TBe it cnaftet! anD oinaincD 6p }J)i0 €rceUcnc]3 ti)e ^otiecnour.

Council ano Eeptcfentatiiseg, in (General Court aaemtleQ, anD
AirMalePcr- bg ti)C aUtbOlltg Of ti)e fame. That the Oaths in the faid Ad mentioned,

fons of 18 and tliereby appointed to be taken in ftead of the Oaths of Allegiance and
Yean & up- Supremacy, and each of them be and fhall. be forthwith adminiftred and given

ih^'oathr ""^° '^^ ^^'^ Perfons of the Age of eighteen Years, or above, inhabiting or

refiding in any Town or Place within this Province ( that, have not already

Additional taken the fame, and fliall make it fo to appear) by His Excellency the Go-
A<S- vernour, or the Lieutenant or Deputy Governour, or any two or more of the

^ Council or Affiftants, or fuch others as fhall be thereunto appointed by the

Governour ; and the Lift of the Names of all Perfons fo Sworn to be returned

into the Secretary's Office.

anD be it further enacten tjg i^z autbo^ttg afo?efaiD, That if any

Perfon or Perfons ftiall refufe to take the faidOaths, or either of them, when
tendered to him or them by any Perfons lawfully authorized as is aforefaid, to

Adminifter or tender the fame ; the Perfon or Perfons fo tendering the faid

Oaths, or either of them, fhall commit the faid Perfon and Perfons fo refu-

p . fing, to the common Goal, or Houfe of CorredUon ; there to remain without

reftifinK

°' ^^'^ ^^ Mainprize, for the Space of three Months ; unlefs fuch Offender fliall

pay down to the. faid Perfon or Perfons fo tendering the faid Oaths, or either

of them, fuch Sum of Money, not exceeding Forty Shillings ; as the faid Per-

fon or Perfons fo tendering the faid Oaths, or either of them, fhall require fuch

Offender to pay for his faid refufal ; which Money fhall be paid to the

Sele6t-Men, or Overfeers of the Poor of die Town, or Place where fuch Of-
fender did laft inhabit.

And unlefs every fuch Offender, fhall alfo become bound with two fufficient

Sureties, with Condition to be of the good Behaviour ; and alfo to appear at

the next General Quarter S^fTions of the Peace, to be held for the fame County,

where fuch Offender doth inhabit or refide : At which Court of Quarter

SefTions, the faid Oaths fhall be again tendered to every fuch Offender by the

Juilices of the faid Court in open SelTions. And if the faid Offcndei , fliall

refufe.
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refufe to take the faid Oaths, or either of them, when tendered to him by the

laid Juftices in openSelTions as is aforefaid ; the faid Juftices tendering the faid

Oaths,fhaII commit the faidPerfon andPerfons fo refufing, to the commonGoal,

or Houfe of Corredion, there to remain for the fpace of fix Months, unlefs

every fuch Offender fhall pay down to the Juftices fo tendering the laidOaths,

fuch Sum of Money, not exceeding T^en Pounds^ nor under Five Pounds^ as the Penalty ior a

faid Juftices fhall require fuch Offender to pay for his fecond Refufal ; The f=<^°"'l r'^''^'

faid Money to be difpofed of in Manner aforefaid ; and unlefs every fuch
^'

Offender Jhall likewife become bound with two fufficient Sureties, with Con-

dition to be of the good Behaviour, until he or they do take the faid Oaths.

And whereas there are certain Perfans who Jcru-ple the taUng of any Oath :

'Be it enaCteD tg tfje aut^0?itg afOlCfaitl, That every ibch Perfon

fhall make and fubfcribe the Declaration of Fidelity following, -viz.

I
A. B. Do ftnce-rely promife and folemnly declare heforeGOD and theWorld

-i

that I will be true and faithful to King William, and ^een Mary : declaration
A7id I do folemnly profefs and declare, that Ifrom my Heart, abhor, deteji, and of Fideiiiy.

renounce as impious and heretical, that damnable DoElrine and Pojition, that

Princes excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any Authority of the See of
Rome ; may be depofed or murdered by their Subjects, or any other whatfoever.

And I do declare, that no foreign Prince, Perfon, Prelate, State or Potentate,

hath or ought to have any Power, JurifdiElion, Superiority, Pre-eminence or

Authority, ecclefiafiical or fpiritual, within the Realm of England, or any of
their Majefties Dominiotis.

CHAP. XVI.

An Ad for the eftablifhing of Forms of
Oaths.

/\\Y]t<B it tJeciarcD ann enactcD fjp tU (^otiernour, Council antJ

•W% meprcfcntatiticg, in <©cncral Court afTcmblcD, ann &p tfje
•^^ 9Utf)0?itg of tf)C fame. That the feveral Forms of Oaths here

under-written, be and are hereby eftablilhed : To be given and adminiftred

unto the refpeftive Officers for whom they are appointed. As followeth :

YOU A. B. being chofen and admitted of their Majefties Council within Counfellors

this their Province, do fwear by the everlivingGOD, That you will to Oath.

the beft of your Judgment at all Times, freely give your Advice to the

Governour, for the good Management of the publick Affairs of this Go-
vernment ; and that you will not direftly nor indireftly reveal fuch Mat-

ters as fhall be debated in Council, and committed to your Secrecy. But

will in all Things be a true and faithful Counfellor when you are there-

unto' required. So help you GOD.

YOU A. B. do fwear. That as Juftice of the Peace in the County of 5.

according to theCommiffion given you ; You fhall difpenfe Juftice J"'''*^^^'''^

equally and impartially in all Cafes ; And do equal Right to the Poor and to

the Rich, after your Cunning "Wit and Power, and according to Law. And
you ftiall not be of Council in any Quarrel that fhall come before you : You
fhall not let for Gift or other Caufe. But well and truly you IKall do your

Qffice of Juftice of the Peace in that Behalf, taking only appointed Fees.

Ana
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Jufiices -of And you fhall not diredt or caufe to be directed any Warrant ('by you to be

Mcriour""*^
made) to the Parties ; but you ihall direft your Warrant to the Sheriff, his

Courrs Oath. Undcr-Sheriff or Deputy, Conftable, Tything-Men, or other Officers, proper

loJf. ca. 15. for the Execution of the fame in the County. And this you Iliall do v/ithout

Favour or Refpecl to Perfons. So help you GOD.

YOU fwear. That you will well and truly ferve the King and Queen's Ma-
- - - iefties, in the Office of the Sheriff of theCounty of 6'. and do theKingand

Marfhah
Queen's Profit in all Things that beloneeth to you to do by Way of your

Uarh, Mutatis ^^Sf, r r l n ii i i i t^- "' .

rnutandis. Office, as far forth as you can or may ; you Ihall truly keep the King and
Queen's Rights, and all that belongs to the Crown ; you Ihall not refpite the

King and Queen's Debts for any Gift or Favour, where you may raife them
without great Grievance of the Debtors ; you ihall truly and uprightly treat

the People of your Sheriffwick, and do Right as well to Poor as to Rich, in

all that belongeth to your Office : You Ihall do no Wrong to any Man, for

any Gift or other Beheft or Promife of Goods, for Favour nor Hate ; you
fhall diflurb no Man's Right : You fhall truly acquit at the Treafury, all

thofe of whom you fhall any Thing receive of their Majefties Debts ; you ihall

nothing take whereby their Majeities may lofe, or whereby the Right may be

letted or difturbed, or their Majefties delayed
;
you Ihall truly return, and

truly ferve all their Majefties Writs, as far forth as fhall be to your Cunning ;

you Ihall take no Bailiff into your Service, but fuch as you fhall anfwer for,

and of true and fufficient Men in the County, and fhall caufe each of your

Bailiffs to make fuch Oath as you make your felf, in that belongeth to their

Occupation. And over this, in efchewing and reftraint of the Man-flaughters,

Robberies, and other manifold greviousOffences that be done daily. All thefe

Things you fhall truly obferve and keep, as GOD help you.

VOU as Foreman of this Inqueft' for the Body of this County of 5. You

Oath
'^"^°"

fliaU diligently enquire, and a true Prefentment make of all fuch Matters

and Things as fhall be given you in Charge •, the King and Qiieen's Majefties

Counfel, your Fellows and your own, you fnall keep fecret ; you fhall prefent

no Man for Envy, Hatred or Malice'; neither fnall you leave any Man unpre-

fented for Love, Fear, Favour or Affeftion, or Hope of Reward : But you

Ihall prefent Things truly as they come to your Knowledge, according to the

beft of your Underftanding. So help you GOD.

THE fame Oath which your Foreman hath taken on his Part, you
and every of yoii on your Behalf Ihall well and truly obferve and

keep. So help you GOD.

Petit Tarori Y^^ fhall well and truly try,and trueDeliverance make between ourSovereign

Oath. Lord and Lady the I<ing and Queen, and the Prifoners at the Bar, whom
you fhall have in Charge according to your Evidence. So help you GOD.

Jurors Oath ^011 fwear, That in all Caufes betwixt Party and Party that Ihall be com-
jn civi aufe«.

mitted unto you : You will give a true Verdidl therein according to Law,
and the Evidence given you. So help you GOD.

T CI It* Y^^^^^^*"' That in theOffice ofTown-Clerk within thcTown of 5. where-

Oath?
'^ ' ^'^ 7°" ^""^ chofen : You will diligently and faithfully attend and difcharge

the Duty of your Place, and duly obferve the Direftions of the Law in all

Things whereto your Office hath Relation, and thereby committed to your

Care and Truft. So help yon GOD.

YOIT
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You fwear, That you will from time to time diligently and faithfully Oath of Lea-

Difcharge and Execute the Office of within the Limits whereto
c,7,|f'^'";

you are appointed for the enfuing Year, and until another be chofen in your Marker. Cul-

Place ; and that in and by all the Particulars mentioned in the Laws whereto Icrof Fifli,

your Office hach Relation , and chat you v.'ill do therein impartially according P^c'"''. Ga-

te Law, without Feai- or Favour. So help you GOD.
mt't^n^T'"

HEREAS you A. B. are chofen Conftable within the Town of C.

for one Year nov/ following, and until other be chofen and Sworn in Conft.Wcj

your Place : You do fwear. That you will carefully intend the Prefervation of ^' *

the Peace, the difcovery and preventing all Attempts againft the fame : That
you vjiW duly execute all Warrants which Ihall be fent unto you from lawful

Authority ; and faithfully attend all fuch Diredtions in the Laws, and Orders

of Court, as are, or fhall be committed to yourCare. That you will faithfully

and with v/hat fpeed you can, coiled and levy all fuch Fines, Diftre{res,Rates,

Affefsments and Sums of Money, for which you lliall have fulficient Vx^arrants

according to Law ; rendering an Account thereof, and paying in the fame ac-

cording to the Direftion in your Warrant. And with like FaithfuInefs,S'peed

and Diligence, will ferve all Writs, Executions and DiftrelTes in privateCaufes

betwixt Party and Party, and make Returns thereof duly into the fame Court,

where they are returnable. And in all thefe Things you fhall deal ferioufly,

and faithfully whilft you fhall be in Office, without any finifter Refpedls of

Favour or Difpleafure. So help you GOD.

CHAP. XVIL

An AS for regulating Fees.

„ _ autf)0|iti? of
t!)C i$MZ, That the Eftablifliment of theFees belonging to the feveral Offices

in this Province ; be as followeth.

3!ufliceiei Sm.
I. s. d.

FOR every Attachment or Summons for Actions ->

not exceeding forty Shillings, Jix Pence. J

Sub pana, each Witnefs, two Pence.

Entring the Aftion, three Shillings.

Every Execution, two Shillings.

Filing Papers, each Paper, two Pence.

Every Warrant for Criminals, one Shilling.

Bond for Appeal, one Shilling.

Copy of Evidences, the leafl:_/Zv Pence.

Copy of a Judgment, fix Pence.

Every Recognizance, two Shillifigs.

Confeffing Judgment, one Shilling.

Affidavit out of Court, one Shilling.

Each Days Attendance at the Seffions, to be paid out >

of the Fines, four Shillings. i oo 04 00
jAcknowledging of a Deed or Mortgage, or any other ?

Inftrument, two Shillings. % 00 02 00

Co^onerg

00 00 06
00
00
00

00

02

02
^^^

0° Aa tmpow;
00 ring Juflices

00
00
00
00

00
01

01

00

02 to decide Dit-

QQ ferences nor

exceeding;
00 for-vShillings

06 9 IV. ca, 2.

00 00 06
00 02 00
00 01 00
00 01 00
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Coicner.^ jFee0.

FOR taking everyrnquifition,to be paid out of theEftate of t /. s. d.

tht dtcf.\['t:L\, thirteen Shillings znCi four Pe?ice. J oo 13 04
If no Eftate, then to be paid by the County Treafurer, \

fix Shillings and eight Pence. i 00 06 oS

jrees for ptofcate ofmm, granting atsnitniarationg, &c.

FOR grantingAdiTiiniftration,Bond andLetter ofAdminiftra-

1

tion under the Seal of the Office, if the Inventory /

amount to thirty Pounds or upv/ards, to the Judge, f
four Shillings, to the Regifter three Shillingsfix Pence. J 00 07 06

If the Inventory be under thirty Pounds, five Shillings. 00 05 00
Probate of a Will vv'here the Inventory amounts to thirty

Pounds or upwards •, to the Judge three Shillings and

fix Pence, to the Regifter, two Shillings zvAfix Pence. 3 00 06 00
If under thirty Pounds, four Shillings. 00 04 00
Recording a Will orlnventory of onePage, and filing the fame, -j

two Shillings zn^fix Pence. j 00 02 06

If more, each Page of twenty-eight Lines, eight Words -v

in a Line, one Shilling. f 00 01 00
For a Copy of a Will or Inventory, twelve Pence a Page,

^
each Page to contain as aforefaid. y 00 01 00

Allowing Accompts, fettling and dividing of Inteftate »

Eftates, five Shillings. f 00 05 20

Every Citation, one Shilling. 00 01 00

Every Qiiietus, four Shillings. 00 04 00

Warrant for Apprizement, /cyo 6'^;7//k|-j. 00 02 00
Making out a Commiffion to receive and examine the 1

Claims of Creditors to infolvent Eftates and >
I'egiftring of the fame, three Shillings. _j 00 03 00

Regiftring of the Commiffioners Report after the Rate of ?

one Shilling per Page, to be accounted as aforefaid. > 00 01 00
For entring an Order upon the Adminiftrator to pay out the ")

Eftate in Proportion unto the feveral Creditors returned >
by the Commiffioners, one Shilling andfx Pence. _> 00 01 06

Secretaries jfeeg,

FOR engroffing the A6ls orLaws of the GeneralAffembly,

Ten Shillings each, to be paid out ofthe publickRevenue. > 00 10 00

Every Commiffion for the Juftices of each County, and *)

Commiffiion of Oyer and Terminer, ten Shillings, >
to be paid out of the publick Revenue. j 00 10 00

Every Commiffion for a Military Officer, three Shillings, \

to be paid out of the publickRevenue. ^ 00 03 00
Special Warrantor Mitdmus by Order of the Governour C

and Council, each two Shillings andfix Pence, S °° °2 06

Every Commiffion under the great Seal, for Places ?

of Proii.t, ten Shillings. i 00 10 go
Every Bond, two Shillings. co 02 00

Every Order of Council to the Benefit of particular Perfons, -5

two Shillings andfix Pence. i co 02 06

Every



}

oo 02 00
oo' oc; 00
oo 02 00
60 02 00

00 01 00
00 06 00
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Eveiy Petition to the Governour and Council or General

Affembly, according to the Import, from Szvo

Shillings zndfix Pence, to ten Shillings.

A Pafs or Sea Brief, ihree Shillings. oo 03 00

A Bill of Health, three Shillings. 00 '0j 00

Every Writ for electing of Affembly-Men, direfted to the ")

Sheriff or Marfhal, under the Province-Seal, jfr^ >
Shillings, to be paid out of the piiblick Revenue, j 00 05 00

For tranfcribing the Ads or Laws pafied by the General -\

Affembly into a Book, IwelvcPence a Page, each Page / Additional

to contain twenty eight Lines, eight Words in a Line, > A61.

and fo proportionably ; to be paid out of the publick I _'-^' "' ^'

Revenue. J 3 • • '

In the Superiour Court.

ENTRY of every A6tion for Trial, twelve Shillings. 00 1 2 00
Out of which to the Clerk, two Shillings. 00 02 00

Talving every fpecial Bail, t-zvo Shillings.

Allowing of a Writ of Error, three Shillings.

Allowing a Habeas Corpus, tisjo Shillings.

Confeffing Judgment, two Shillings^.

Acknowledging Satisfaftion of a Judgment on Record,
one Shilling. y

In all criminal Cafes where a Fine is fet, Jix Shillings,

Taxing every Bill of Coft, one Shilling, 00 61 00

EVERY Writ and the Seal, one Shilling and Jix Pence. 00 01 06
Every Rule of Court, Jix Pence. 00 00 06

Filing every Declaration, one Shilling. 00 01 00 3 G. ca. j-.

To thejurytobe paid down by thePlaintiffj^fx ShillingsJixPence. 00 06 06
Entring Appearance, Jix Pence. 00 00 06
Signing a Judgment by Default, one Shilling. 00 01 00
Taking every Verdift and recording it, one Shilling. 00 01 00
Copies of all Records, twelve Pence a Page, each Page

^
containing twenty eight Lines, eightWords in a Line./ oo 01 00

Lefs than one Page, one Shilling. 00 01 oo
Every Aftion withdrawn or Non-Suit, one Shilling. 00 o i 00
Every Petition read, one Shilling. 00 01 00
Order thereon, one Shilling. 00 01 00
Filing the Records of each Action, two Pence a Papen 00 00 oz
Every Execution, two Shillings, 00 02 00

In Criminal Cafes.

DRAWING andingroffing everyIndiftment orlnformation,!,

two Shillings. ^00 02 00
Every Appearance, _^x Pence. 00 00 06
For the Difcharge of any Perfon upon Bail for the Peace, ">

good Behaviour, Contempt and the like, and Warrant >-

thereon, one Shillmg. j 00 01 00
For awarding and making forth Procefs againft the -j

Defendant on Information, one Shilling. J 00 01 00
Everv Warrant for the Peace or good Behaviour, one Shilling. 00 ot 00
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oo 02 00
oo 02 00
oo 01 00
oo 01 00
oo 01 00
oo 00 06
oo 06 06

oo 01 00
oo 00 06
oo 01 00
oo OI 00
oo 01 00
oo 01 00
oo 02 oe

In the Inferiour Coiut-

31ufiices jFee0.

'NTRY of every Aftlon, ten Shillings.

Of which rhe Clerk is to have, two Shillings.

I'aking fpecial Bail, tvjo Shillings. ? J Of which the ^

Confeffing Judgment, 07te Shilling. ^ I Clerk oneQuarter. \
Acknowledging Satisfaftion of Judgment onReccrd, oneShilling.

Taxing every Bill of Coft, one Shilling., •.

whereofyJ'x Fence to the Clerk, f
9 G. ca. J. To the Jury to be paid down by xh€?V\\\i\^,fiy:Shilltngsfiy.Pence. 00

Clecfes jfeeg*

FOR every Writ and Seal, one Shilling.

Entring Appearance, fix Pence.

Entring and Recording the Virdidl, one Shilling,

Making up the Record, one Shilling.

Copies of all Records, twelve Pence each Page, as before.

Every Adlion withdrawn or Non-Suit, one Shilling.

Every Execution, two Shillings.

, I : c cierfe uf tfje ^effiong of peace, W JTeeg*

ENTRING Complaint orlndidtment, two Shillings.

Difcharge of a Recognizance, one Shilling.

Making forth Procefs againft Criminals, one Shilling.

Every Summons, three Pence.

Every Warrant for the Peace, or good Behaviour, one Shilling.

Every Licenfe for Houfes of publick Entertainment i_

or 'Rs.taXmu,, four Shilli7tgs, f
Whereof two to the Clerk.

@&eriff, oi ^^x^m JFeeg i ®r ConflaMei^*

FOR ferving every Summons for Trial, (5?2i? iSM/?;2g'. 00 ©f oe
Every Capias or Attachment, two Shillings, 00 02 00
and if above one Mile, three. Pence per Mile befides : 1

Bail Bond, one Shilling, ^00 01 00
Levying Execution, for the firft twenty Founds or under, 1

one Shilling per Pound ; above that, not exceeding >
forty Pounds, y?;c P«2« per Pound. j

Above forty Pound, not exceeding one Hundred Found, »

three Pence per Pound : For whatfoever it exceeds C
one Hundred Pound, two Pence per Found, befides T

four Pence per Mile for travel Home. J
Every Trial, 07ie Shilling. 00 01 o«
Every Precept for choofing of Reprefentatives, two Shillings, J

to be paid put of the County Affefsment. i 00 02 00

Crpc0

0© 02 0®
00 ©I 00
00 01 00
CO 00 03
00 01 00

00 04 00
00 OS 0®

6 W. 8e M.
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Crgerg jrees,

pOR calling of the Jury, fix Prnce.

Eveiy Non-Suit, twelve Pence.

Every Verdidl, twelve Fence.

Coalers jFce^.

"COR turning of the Key upon every Prifoner committed >

FiveShillings,v!z. Commitment 2 s. 6d. Difcharge 2 s.6d.S

For Diet for eacli Prifoner, two Shillings andfix Pence >

per Week, and fo proportionabIe,he finding the fame. J 00 02 06

3nti 6c it furtljet enaftea fjg tfjc m^mMt afoicraits, That what

Officer foever fliall afk, demand and take any greater or other Fees than are Penalty fof

before-mentioned for the Matters aforefaid, or any of them, and be thereof raking; Excef-

duly convi£ted in any Court of Record within this Province, fhall forfeit and ''v= ^^^^'

pay theSum of TenPounds currant Money ; oneMoiety whereof to be unto our

Sovereign Lord and Lady, the King and Queen, their Heirs and Succeflbrs,

for and towards the Support of the Government of this their Province, and

the contingent Charges thereof ; and the other Moiety unto the Informer, or

him that fhall fue for the fame in any Court of Record ; wherein no Affoign,

Proteftion, or Wager of Law fhall be allowed. And fhall further pay unto

the Party grieved, double the Value of the exceffive Fees fo taken.

CHAP. XVIIL

An Ad; for afcertaining the Number, and
regulating theHoufe of Reprefentatives.

T^ HER E AS their Majefties have been gracioufy pleafed by their Royal ,.

C H A R T E ^,to grant Power unto the Great and General Court or Affcmbly

of their Province of the MafTachufetts-Bay
; from time to time to dire£f, appoint,

, and declare what Number of Reprefentatives each County, Town or Place fhall

ele£f and depute to ferve for and reprefent them refpeSfively, in the [aid Afjembly :

OBe it t!)etcfo?e enafteo anD o?tiainct! bg i^ig Crcellencp t&e (^o^

ijernoiir. Council anD iRcprefentatiueiS noto in General Couit
aflrcmblcn, anD ijp tU 3UtbO?itp Oftbefame, That henceforth every

Town within this Province confifting of the Number of forty Freeholders,

and other Inhabitants qualified by Charter to Eleft, fhall and hereby are in-

joined to chufe and fend oneFreeholder as theirReprefentative ; and everyTown
confiffing of the Number of one Hundred and twenty Freeholders and

other Inhabitants, qualified as aforefaid or upwards, may fend two fuch

Reprefentatives -, and each Town of the Number of thirty Freeholders,

and other Inhabitants qualified as aforefaid, or upwards, under forty, are

.

at Liberty to fend One or not •, but may choofe and fend one Reprefentative, fifting' of"

if they think fit, to ferve for and reprefent them refpedtively iii every one liundred

SeQion of the Great and General Court or AlTembly from time to time. And ^'"^ twenty

all Towns under thirty Freeholders, may fend one to reprefent them, or join up^rds,
°'^

with the next Town in the Choice of their Reprefentatives, they paying a may fend two

proportionable Part of the Charge. And no Town, fhall at any time fend R'-prefetna-

more than two Reprefentatives, except 5o/?o?;, who are hereby granted to choofe '^"^^^-^ ^^^_^^

and fend Fotir,

ownj cor-

E 2 mxi
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wn-s for ^jijj 6e it furtfjec eiiacteB -i)]? tsje ^iit|}0?it^_afo?efai3, That when
'^^''^"8 3 Gc-

2j^^ £q often as His lixcellency the Governour fhail fee Caufe to convene and

bSy^'o iff

™
^''^^d a 'Great and General Court orAffemb]y,VVrits fiia!l iffue out from the Se-

30 'Days be- cretary's Office under the Seal of the Province, and figned by the Governour,
S'-'fs. thirtyDays at leall, before the Time appointed for fuchAffembly's Meeting, di-

refted unto theSheriifs of the feveral Counties. . And v/here there is no Sheriff

in anyCounty orPlace,there to be direded totheMarfhal,commanding each of

them refpeftively to fend-his Precepts to the Sele6l-Men of the feveral and re-

fpeftiveTowns within fuch Couhty,to affemble and call together theFreeholders

and other Inhabitants qualified as aforefaJd, to chcofe and eleft one or more
Freeholders, as the Number in each Town is more or lefs, as above, to ferve

•for and reprefent them in fuch Great -and General Court or AfiTembly : The

Scl-a Men rnajor Part of the Selecl-Men in each Town refpeclively, to be prefent at flich

ro rcgulaie Meeting, and to give Direfliions for the regular. and orderly carrying on of the
'he Meeting, fame ; Who are to return the faid Precept with the Names of fuch as fnall

be chofen by the m.ajor Part of the Eleftors' prefent as fuch Meeting, under

their Hands unto the refpefiiive Sheriffs or Marflials, by rhem to be returned

into the Secretary's Office, one Day at the leaft before the Time" prefixed for

the faid Court or Affembly's fitting.

Hauf. of Re- ^P^'^ ^^ ^^ llKtW ZmM^ !)g tf}e aut!50|itg afOiefaln, That the Re-

prefentarivcs prefentat;ves affembled in any Great andGencralCourt, fliall be the fole Judges

Judges of E- of the Eleftions and Qi-ialifications of their own Members ; and may from
leaions, &c. yj-^g jo time fettle. Order and purge their Houfe, and make fuch neceffary

Reorefen- Orders for the due Regulation thereof, as they fliall fee Occafion. And fort/

taiivc* 'ccnfti- Reprefentatives at any time fo affembled, fliall be accounted a Number fuffici-

tute a Houfc'ent to conffitute a Houfe, pafs Bills, and to tranfaft and do any Bufinefs proper

to be done in that Houfe ; and fuchActs to beefteemed valid and of Effedt.

mn be it furtfjet cnaaeu bg tye ai!t!)o?it^ afo^cfalB, That each

^•'^^'"a^?"'-
T*^'*" refpeclively fliall pay unto their feveralReprefentatives,during tlieirAt^

ance enlarged, tendance on theCourt, and for the neceffary time expended in their journeying

to and from thence ; three Shillings in Money per Diem, within one Month
next after the End of each Seffion commencing from his Excellency's

Arrival.

anB it U fUttfjec^enaaeB b|) t!)e mximitv., afojefaiB, That every

penalty for Perfon chofen to ferve for, and reprefent any Town in the General Affembly,
NoivAtien-

,^^^ accepting thereof, fliall give his conftant Attendance, during their Sef-

fions, on Fain of forfeiting the Sumofi'rj^? Shillings fer Diem lorhh'Ht^.&di;

5 W- &. AL (without iuft excufe made and allov/ed of by the Houfe of Reprefentatives )

ca- 14- to be paid unto the Clerk of the faid -Houfe, and is to be difpofed of and

employed as the rioufe fliall dired: ; and in default of Payment to be levied

by Difl:refs upon fuch Delinquents Goods, by Warrant from the faid Clerk,

by Order of the Houfe, direfted to theSheriff of theCounty, his Under-Sheriff

or Deputy, or Conflable of the Town where fuch Reprefentative dwells : And
Not to depart no Reprefentative fliall depart or abfent himfelf from the General Affembly,
without until the fame be fully finiflied, adjourned or prorogued ; without the Licence

S ""ker'and
°^ ^^^ Speaker and Reprefentatives affembled, to be entred upon Record in the

the Houfe. Clerk's Book, on Pain to every one fb departing or ablenting himfelf in any

otherManner, to lofe hisWages. And the Inhabitants of fuchTown for which

he ferves, fliall be clearly difcharged of the faid Wages againft fuch Perfon,and

his Executors forever.

'iXioReprefen- M^ jt xs furtfjct cuactcB fcg tfjc 3utf)0?ity afcicfaiD, That no
tative or his Member of the General Affembly, or his Servant during the time of their

^hliz&ir&c. Seffioos, or going to and from thence fliall be arrePced, fued, imprifoned,

during ihe
'

or any' ways molefled or troubled, or compelled to make Anfwer to any Suit,

Seffion. Bill, Plaint or Declaration, or otherwife : Cafes of High-Treafon and
~ ^' ^^' ^- Felony excepted.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XIX.

An h&. for the preventing of Danger by
' the French rending within this Province.

'THERE having been frequent Complaints jnade to this Court, that although

feveral French Protefiants who lately fledfrom Perfecution ; came over Sea

into this Province, and were charitably entertained and fuccoured here, yet fince Preamble,

thai, many of a contrary Religion and Inlcreft have been brought hither ; and

ethers have obtruded themfelves ; which {efpecially in this Time of War,
,

be-

tween the two Crowns of England and France ) proves a grievous Incanve-

-nience ; and the publick Safety is endangered by fuffering fuch a mixt Company

among us.

For Remedy whereof

:

3it is enactcB anB o^BaineB tp tljc ©otieraour. Council ana Ee=
prefentatitie0, eontJcncD in ®zx\im\ Slg^niti??, anB tjy tije 0.utt)O|iti?

of t^0 faill0. That from and after the fecond Day of 'j-anuary next enfuing,
^^^ p,cr,ch

none of the French Nation be permitted to refide or be in any ,of the Sea- Ports \^ j.^,-jjg gp

or Frontier Towns within thisProvince ; but fuch as fliail be ficenfed by theGo- be in any-

vernour and Council. Nor fliall any of the faid Nation open Shop, or exercife Sea -Port ot

any Manual Trade in any of the Towns of this Province ; without theAppro-
-po°"n'^^ith.

bation of the Seleft-Men, firft orderly obtained in Writing under their Hands, q^ Licenfc.

on Pain of Imprifonment.

And any two Juftices of the Peace
( Riorum Unus ) within their refpeftive

Precinfts, are hereby impowred to commit to Prifon any Perfon or Perfons

legally convicted of offending againft this A6t ; upon the Complaint of the

Seleft-Men in any Town, or any two of them ; and to remain in Prifon, until

rel:af;d by Order of the Governour and Council.

ACTS and L a W S,

PafTed by. the Great ,
and General Court or AiTembly of the Province of the

Maffachufetts-Bay m New-England, begun and held at Bofton. the eight of

yu7je, 1692. and continued by feveral Adjournments unto the eighth Day
of February following.

CHAP. XX.

An Aft for the Explanation and altering of
feme Claufes^andSentences ; and the re-

peahng of fome others, contained in fe-

veralAfl:s made andpaffed at the fecond
SeiTionof thisCourt in OEober lafl, 16^2-

^112€ it enacteB &p tf)e ^otiemour, Council anB iReprefentatiiieg

20 in General Court aireraWcB, aiiB it is enacteB anBBccIareB*^ tug tfjg aUtf)OUt? of tfje fame, That whereas in the A£i Entitled, 4 w. and M
An Ace for the Settling and Diftribution of the Eftates of Inteftates, amongft ca. j.

other Thi-rigs,thereby enaEied and provided, there is a faving to the Party aggrieved

^

at any Order, Sentence or Decree, made for the Settlement and Diftribution of any

hiteftate Eftate, their right of Appeal unto the Governour and Council:

lit
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3It is nofe DccIareD ann enaftet!, That fuch Right cf Appeal, fhaii to

'11'^"'' '"'°'"
all Intents and Purpofes, extend and be taken and conftrued to extend, as v/ell

Probii'e^en^
^'^ ^"^ Other Order, Sentence, Decree orDenial, that fhall at any time be made

.'argcd. and given by the Judge of Probate, referring to the Approbation and Allow-
ance of any Will, grant of Adminiftration or other iMatter : Any thing in the

Iciid Aft, to the contrary nocwithftanding.

Mn furtfjer it 10 enaaers ants ucclaret!, That the judge of Probate

Guardiins to in each County refpectively, when and ib often as there fhall be Occafion ;

be allowed be, and hereby is impowred, to allow of Guardians, that fhall be chofen by

of Probai'e^^
Minors of fourteen Years of Age •, and to appoint Guardians for fuch as fhaJl

be within that Age ; taking fufficient Security of all fuch Guardians for the

faithful Difcharge of their Truft, according to Law : And to Accompt either

to the Judge or Minor, when fuch Minor fhall arrive at full Age, or at fuch

other time as the Judge, upon Complaint to him. m,ade, fhall fee Caufe.

Jnd toiichbig the Settlement cmd Siipprt of Minifiers intended by the A51 cf
the fourth of^ \-L\.\hu. and Mary, Cap. lo.

Minifter,
'^^ ^^ CnaaeB tJg tf5e m!Cm\ilt afOICfaiG, That each refpeftive

how la be gathered Church in any Town or Place withm this Province, that at any time
chofen. fhall be in Want of a Minifter, fuch Church fhall have Power according to the

Direftions given in the Word of God, to choofe their own Minifter.

And the maiorPart of fuch Inhabitants as do there ufually attend on the pub-
lick Worfhip of God,and are by Law duly qualified for voting in Town Affairs,

concurring with the Churche's Aft, the Perfon thus elefted and approved, ac-

cepting thereof, and fettling with them, fhall be the Minifter, towards whole

Settlement andMaintenance all the Inhabitants and rateable Eftates lying withiri

fuch Town, or Part of a Town, or Place limited by Law for upholding the

publick Worfhip of God, fliall be obliged to pay in Proportion.

Provided, That nothing herein contained is intended or fhall be conftrued to

Saving to extend to abridge the Inhabitants o^ Boflon of their accuftomedWay andPraftice
Sijltn. as to the Choice and Maintenance of their Minifters.

150 it fUCtljer CnaCtCB, That in fuch Towns or Places where there is no
Church gathered, the rateable Inhabitants of fuch Town or Place, at a Meeting
duly warned for that Purpofe, (Notice thereof being given fifteen Days before

N'^"'^hb
°^ '^^ Time of fuch Meeting) by the majorVote of fuch AfTembly then and there

ing ^Minifters ^^^i '^''^^ ^^^ Advice of three Neighbouring ordained Minifters, fhall choofe

to be had. and call an Orthodox, learned and pious Perfon, to difpenfe the Word of God
; W. ca. 9. unto them. To the Settlement and Maintenance of which Minifter, all rate-

able Eftates, and Inhabitants within fuch Town or Place, fhall be afTefled, and

pay proportionably.

anQ it 10 furtljcr enactcn bg tfje autbciitg afo?cfaitJ, That where

any Town or Place fhall be negligent of theirDuty byLaw required, refpefting

^h'^p"-
"^ ^'^^ Maintenance of the Miniftry, the Court of Quarter Seffions of the Peace

provid^e Re-°
within the fame County, upon Complaint to them made, are impowred

medy in cafe and required efftftually to provide for Remedy thereof, and by Warrant
of Neglea of from the faid Court, to convent before them theSeleft-Men, or others fpecially

^^T^"m" ^PP°'"ted by the Inhabitants of fuch Town or Place, to take Care in that

ftry.
^ *"''

Matter, (having accepted fuch Betruftment ; ) and upon Conviftion ofNeg-

I J. C3. 3, left therein, to impole a Fine upon the Delinquents not exceeding Forty

Shillings each Perfon for the firft Offence : And upon a lecond Conviftion of

fuch Negleft, to impofe a Fine of Four Pounds upon each Perfon, and the

like Sum of Four Pounds for every after Conviftion : Such Fines to be

levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Offenders Goods, returning the Over-plus

( if any be ) and to be difpofed to the Ufe of the Poor of the fame Town or'

Place, by the Seleft-Men, or Overfeers of the Poor.

CHAP.
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CHAR XXI.

An Ad: for the regiftring of Births and
Deaths.

ZpO R preventing of great Uncertainly and Inconvenience that may happen, for
"* want ofa particular Regijler of Births and Deaths :

Xe it enafteD ftp tfje (^otjernour, Council ann KcprcfentatttiEff,

in ®enctal Court affemWeD, anu bp t&e autboiitgoftbe famg, to»« cicrj,

That every Town-Clerk within this Province, fhail be, and is hereby impow- ,„ Regiftcr

red and required, to take an Account of all Perfons that fliall be born orfhall Birr hs and

die, within each Town refpe6lively, and the Precindts thereof •, and fairly to Deaths,

regifter in a Book, their Names and Sirnames, as alfo the Names and Sirnames

of their Parents, with the Time of their Birth and Death. And the Clerk

Ihall demand and receive the Fee of three Pence, and no more, for each Birth

or Death by him fo regiftred -, to be paid by the Parents, or others nextly re-

lated to, or concerned with the Party born or dying. And ifany fhall refufe

or negleft to give Notice to the Town-Clerk of the Birth or Death ofany Per-

fon that they are fo related to or concerned for ; or to pay for regiftring as

abovefaid, by the fpace of thirty Days next after fuch Birth or Death : Every

Perfon fo reflifing or neglefting, and being (upon the Complaint ofany Town
Clerk ^ thereof convifted before a Juftice of Peace within the fame County,

Ihall fcwfeit and pay unto fuch Clerk, the Sum of Five Shillings ; to be levied

by Diftfefs and Sale of the Offenders Goods, by Warrant from fuch Juftice •,

if Payment thereof be not made within four Days next after Conviftion as

aforefaid. And every Town-Clerk ftiall give forth from fthe Regiftry a fair

Certificate under his Hand of Perfons born or dying in the Town, to any

who fhall defire the fame ; and he fhall receive ^at Pence and no more for

every Certificate fo given.

Ad:s and La^rs,

PafTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of the Province of the

Majachufetts-Bay in New-England^ begun and hdld at Bofion the thirty-firft

Day oi May, 1693=

CHAR I,

An A£t for the reftraining the taking

excellive Ufury,

"pORASMUCH as the Abatement of Interefi hath always been foundbeneficial

to the Advancement of Trade, and Improvement of Lands by good Hufbandry •,

^^^'^

and whereas the taking of eight in the Hundred for the Interefi of Money, tends

to the great Difcouragement of Ingenuity and Induflry in the Hufbandry, Trade,

and Commerce of this Province :

/Be it foi t!)e Eeafons afoiefaio, enaftcn ftg tfje ©otiernour.
Council anti iaepteKntatitjeg, contjeneu in (General aiTem&lg, anD
it i0 Cnaften ftp tfte aUtftOlitp of tfte fame, That no Perfon or Perfons

or Perfons whatfoever, from and after the firft Day oi Augufi, in the Year of
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%it\t^ at Martha's Vineyard, ^C, CotlStmetl.

Penalty for

conrrading

for more.

Six Pounds our Lord, one Thoufand fix Hundred ninety three ; upon anyContracc to be
per Cent. In' made after that time, fhall take directly or indirectly, for Loan of any Monies,
tcreRp' rJn-

-^^,.£5^ Merchandize, or other Commodities whatfoever, above the Value of

of Money. J^^ Pounds for th'e Forbearance of one Hundred Pounds for a Year -, and fo

after thatRate for a greater or lefferSum, or for a longer or fhorter time. And
that all Bonds, Contrafts, Mortgages and Affjrances whatfoever, made after

the Time aforefaid for the Payment of any Principal or Money Lent, or co-

venanted to be lent, upon or for Ufury, whereupon or whereby there fhall be

referved, or taken above the Rate o'tfix Pounds in the Hundred as aforefaid,

fhall be utterly void ; and that all and every Perfon and Perfons whatfoever,

which fhall after the time aforefaid upon anyContraft, take, accept and receive

by Way or Means of any corrupt Bargain, Loan, Exchange, or by Covin, or

deceitful Conveyance, or by any other Way or Means whatfoever, for the

forbearing or giving Day of Payment for one whole Year, of, and for

their Money, or other Thing or Things, above the Sum offix Pounds for the

forbearing of one hundred Pounds for a Year ; and fo after that Rate for a

greater or lefTer Sum, or for a longer or fhorter time ; fhall forfeit and lofe for

every fuch Offence the full Value of the Goods and Monies, or other Things fo

lent, exchanged, bargained, fold, or agreed for ; one Moiety thereof to their

Maieflies, towards the Support of the Government of this Province, and the

contingent Charges thereof ; the other Moiety to the Informer that fhall fue

for the fame ; any Cuftom, Ufage or Law to the contrary notwithftanding.

Provided, Nothing in this Aft fhall extend to the letting of Cattel, or other

Ufages of like Nature, in Praftice amongft Farmers, or Maritime Contradts

among Merchants, as Bottomry, or Courfe of Exchange, as hath been here-

tofore accuflomed.

A faving.

P:eamble,

C H A P. II.

An Aft for Confirmation of Titles within

the^lflands of Capaivock, alias Martha's
Vineyard, and Nantuckett>

T^HEREAS their moft gracious Majefties, our Sovereign Lord and Lady,
' King William and ^leen Mary, in aytd by their Royal C^a-^ty.-?.^

or Letters Patent, bearing date at Weftminfter, the feventh Day ^/Oftober, in

the thirdYear of their faid Mdjefties Reign ; for the uniting, ere£iing and incor-

porating of the Colony of the MafTachuletts-Bay, and Colony of New-Plimouth,

the Province o/Main, the 'Territory called Accada, or Nova-Scotia, and all that

1ra5t of Land lying between the faid Territories <?/ Nova-Scotia, and the faid

Province o/Main, into one real Province, by the Name of the Province of the

MaiTachufetts-Bay in New-England ; Have therein particularly named, compre-

hended and included the Iflands of Capawock and Nantuckett as Part of the faid

Province of the MafTachufetts-Bay, and annexed the fame thereto : And alfo all

Iflands and Iflets, lying mthin ten Leagues, direlJly oppoftte to the main Land
within the faid Bounds^

And whereas theirfaid Majefties have alfo been gracioufly pleafed in and by their

faid Letters Patent, to grant and ordain that all and every fuch Lands, Tene-

ments, and Hereditaments and other Eftates, which any Perfon or Perfons, or

Bodies Politick and Corporate, Towns, Villages, Colleges or Schools, do hold and

enjoy, or ought to have, hold and enjoy within the Bounds of the faid Charter, by

or under any_ Grant or Eftate duly made or granted, by any General Court formerly

held, or by Virtue of the Letters Patent, herein before recited, or hy any other

lawful



Anno Regni GULIELMI et MARINE, Regis et Regina^ Qiiinto. 1693.

lawful Right or Title whatfoever ; JJjall be by fuch Perfon or Perfons, Bodies Po-

litic and Corporate, Towns, Villages, Colleges or Schools, their refpe£iive Heirs

Succejfors and JJfigns for ever hereafter held and enjoyed according to the Purport

andlntent offuch refpeEliveGrant : Under and ftibjeSl neverthelefs to theRentsand

Services thereby referved or made payable, &cc, as in and by the before recited

Charter, orLetters Patent, Reference thereto being had, doth and will more fully

and at large appear.

But forafmuch as the faid Ijland o/Capawock, alias Martha's Vineyard, and

the Ifland of Nantuckett, wereforfome time under the Rule and Government of

the Province of New-York, and the Properties and Titles of the Lands upon the

faid Jflands refpe£iively, being derived andfounded upon feveral Grants and Pa-

tents made and granted by the fucceffive Governours of the [aid Province of New-
York ; and fo legal there according to the Conjlitution, Ufage and Cuflom of the

Government of the faid New-York. And theInhabitants andProprietors ofLands

within the faid Ifland of Capawock, alias Martha's Vineyard and the Ifland of

Nantuckett, /or their better ^iet and SatisfaSlion, defiring this Court's Con-

firmation of the fame :

31t'i0 tf)erefoic neclareii anu cnaacu bp i^z <Sot)ernour, Council,

anD fleptefcntatiioeg, contieneD in General aiTem&lg, ann tip t!)e

^Utf)0^itp of tt)0 farttC, That all Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, and

other Eftates held and enjoyed by any Perfon or Perfons, Towhs or Villages

within the faid lilands of Capawock, alias Martha's Vineyard and Nantuckeit.,

and each of them refpeftively, by or under any Grant or Eftate duly made or

granted by any formerGovernment,or by the fucceffiveGovernours of New-York,

or any other lawful Right or Title whatfoever ; fliall be by fuchPerfon or Per-

fons Towns or Villages, their refpedlive Heirs, Succeflbrs and Affigns for ever

hereafter held and enjoyed, according to the true Purport and Intent of fuch

refpeftive Grant, under and fubjeft neverthelefs to the Rents and Services

thereby referved or made payable : And are hereby ratified and confirmed as

fully and amply to all Intents, Conftruftions and Purpofes, as the Lands

in any other Parts or Places within this Province by Virtue of their Majefties

Royal Charter.

CHAP. III.

An Aft for encouraging the killing of
Wolves.

/%II^(lE it cnafteti 65 tfje (^oticmour, Council anuiRcprefcntatiijeief,

J^j contienen in (general aiTemblp, anD ftp tJje autf)o?itpof tk
,^^

,

^"^^ fame, That whofoever hath fince the fourteenth Day of May, one j^ ^ ' " ^^

Thoufand fix Hundred ninety and two : or fliall hereafter kill any grown ^f ,ijj Xown
Wolf within this Province, and bring the Head thereof unto the Conftable of Stock.

the Town in which fuch Wolf fliall be killed, or to the Conftable of the

Town next Adjacent unto the Place of killing fuch Wolf, without the

Bounds of any Townfhip ; fliall have a Recept of theConftable for the fame, 1 V^- ^^ ?

and the Confl:able fliall cut off both the Ears from fuch Head •, and the Party \^^^-^^^./^'^

producing the Conftables Receipt unto the Sele£t-Men of the faid Town, or ,y^i.
Ibme one of them, fliall be allowed and paid out of theTown'sStock, the Sum
of twenty Shillings for every Head as aforefaid of a grownWolf by him kill'd,

and the Sum of Five Shillings for every Wolfs Whelp.

1? jHd
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40 laattrtrou of ?lantss, ^c.

And the better to furnijlj the Sele£l-Men with d Stock fufficient to ar.f-joerfuch
Payments :

sciedMento 3x 10 futtf)cc enacteB fig tijc Siut^oiitg afo?cfaiti. That the Seka-
Afrcfs [heir Men of each Town refpeftively fliall be and hereby are fufficiently authorized

for ^hlsOcca-
^"^^ impowred to alTefsthe Inhabitants of their Town yearly, in dueProportion

fion, to be re-
^^ "^^^ ^^ ^^^ey can, fuch Sum and Sums as they fhall judge neceffary to ferve

imfaurfs'd out that Occafion, together with other Charges of theTown, and to caufe the fame
of the pubhck to be coliefted in manner as is by Law direfted for the gathering of Town

rea ar)'.
Rates : And all fuch Sum and Sums of Money fo paid out ofany TownStock,
for the killing of Wolves (the fame being made to appear,) fhall be allowed

unto fuch Town by the General Treafurer of the Province out of the pub-
lick Revenue.

Ad:s and Laws,

Paffed by the Great and General Court or AiTembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, begun and held at Bojlon the thjrty-firft

Day oi May, 1693. and continued by Adjournment unto the Sixth Day

oi July following.

CHAP. IV.

An A£t for the Partition of Lands, &c.

and the Recovery of Legacies at the

common Law.

A]V>c it cnaaeB bg tf)e <25oucttio«r. Council anu IReprcfcntatitJCjf,

partirion of 20 cotiticneD ill mxituX Court, anB t)g t&e autbo^itp of tfee

Lsndsbc.
^'*^ fame, That all Perfons having or holding, or that hereafter fha^

twixt Copar- have or hold, any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, as Coparceners joint
ceneri, &c. Tenants, or Tenants in Common, may be compelled by Writ of Partition at

b* - h c^'*
'^he common Law to divide the fame ; where the Parties cannot agree to make

raon Law!
'
Partition thereof by themfelves.

Provided, This Aft fhall not be underftood to repeal, or any ways alter

any Claufe or Claufes in the Aft, For Regulating of Townjhips; referring to

undivided or common Lands,

Legaciei to 3110 it tS fUtttJCt CtiaftCU fjg tfjC autf)0?itp afO^CfalD, That where

be recovered any certain Legacy is or fhall be bequeathed and given by any Perfon in his

at the com.- ^^ j^gj. \^^ ^^\\\ ^^^^ Teftament -, As alfo where any refiduary or uncertain Le-
mon Law.

g^^y. j^^ ^^ ji^^jj j^y j,j^g Accompt of any Executor be reduced to a cer-

tainty ; every fuch Legacy and Legacies as aforefaid, may be fued for, and

recovered at the common Law j any Law, Cuflom or Ufage to the contrary

notwithflanding.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

hn additional Ad for the punifhing of
criminal Offences.

TjyH E RE AS the breach offitndry Criminal Laws of this Province, is only Preamble.

fmlpaUe by Fines, and ma-ny Tiines the Breakers of them have not

Money to fatisfy the fame :

TBe it tfjerefo^e enaaers tip tU ^otiernour. Council anti iRepre-'

fcntati\]C0, contjencD in general aHemtJlg, anQ hj) tljc Sutfjo^ity of criminal of.

tf)C fame, That hence-forward it fhall be in the Power of any Jultice of the fences _to be

Peace, that flaall have Cognizance thereof, to punifli Breakers of the Peace, ji"'-'^^
j^ ^^j,

?rophaners of the Sabbath, and unlawful Gamelters, Drunkards, or prophane stocks, &c.

Swearers or Curfers, by fetting in the Stocks, or putting into the Cage, not where the

exceeding three Hours, or Imprifonment twenty four Hours, or by Whipping, O^cndcrs

not exceeding ten Stripes, as the Cafe may deferve ; and where the Offender thcrRifefatij-

has not where-withal to fatisfy the Law in that Cafe provided. fy the Law.

Ads and Laws,

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Mafjachufetts-Bay in New-England, begun and held at Bofton the eighth

Day of November, 1693.

CHAP. VI.

An Afl: relating to Sureties upon mean
Procefs in Civil Actions.

f\V(><B it cnaften tjp tbe (^oticrnout, Council ana Eeprefcntatities

W% in General Couct att'emblcD, anD bp tfjc autf)oiitg of tf)e^^^ fame, it is OjUeren ann enaftCD, That where Bail is given upon
mean Procefs in any Civil Aftion, not only for the Appearance of the Party ..... ,

to anfwer the Suit, but alfo to abide the Order or Judgment of the Court that ^^
fhall be given thereon ; every fueh Surety or Sureties fhall be obliged

4. j. ca. 5.

to fatisfy the Judgment in cafe of the Principals Avoidance, and the 2 G. ca. ij.

return of Non ejl Inventus upon the Execution ; unlefs the Surety at

the Time of entring up Judgment do bring the Principal into Court and

move to be difcharged ; upon which the Court fhall order the Keeper of the

Prifon to receive him Into Cuftody, that fo his Body may be taken in Execu-

tion. And the Party for whom the Judgment was given, may have a Writ

oi Scire Facias out of the fame 'Court againfl fuch Surety or Sureties -, and in

cafe no juft Caufe be fhewn to the contrary, the Judgment fhall be affirmed a-

gainft the Surety or Sureti-es with the additional Cofts of Suit ; and Execution

fhall be accordingly granted.

Always provided. That fuch Writ of Scire Facias be taken out and ferved

upon the Surety within twelve Months after the firft Trial, and not afterward.

And every Surety of whom fuch Recovery is made, may bring his Adtion for

Damages againft the principal Debtor.

F 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

An Ad: for pafTing of Sheriffs Accompts.

^IJ^OB it enaaeti hp^tU <3oMtim\it, Council ana Eeptefentatises,

xO in General Court aGem!3!eB, artB by tic aut|)o?ity of tbe^^^
fame, i'hat every Clerk of the Peace in each County within this Pro-

vince and Clerk of AtTize Ihall deliver unto the Sheriff of theCounty a perfed

, & J,
;/-^ Eftreat of all Fines, IfTues, Amerciament, Recognizances, Monies and Forfei-

j"

g_
' ' tures impofed, fet, loft or forfeited in any Sefficns of the Peace, Court ofAffize

and General Goal Delivery, or fpecial Court of Oy^r and iTerOTzw^r, by any
Perfon, due to their Majefties within the Space of thirty Days next after the

ending of the faid Courts rcfpeftively -, and within the faid Time (Ijall deliver

unto theTreafurer andReceiver General of the faid Province, a perfeft Schedule

of all fuch Eftreats by him delivered to the Sheriff-, on pain of forfeiting to

theirMajefties for the Support of the Government, the Sum of Five Pounds for-

each Neglect, upon Convi6lion thereof before the Jufticcs of the fame Court.

And the Juftices of each of the faidCourts refpedlivcly are hereby impowred
to aduit, examine and adjuft the faid Accompts of the Sheriff, and upon
Payment of what fhall be found remaining due thereupon, to grant the

Sheriff a ^ielus eft.

And whenfoever any Sheriff upon pafTing his Accompts fhall have his

^liettis eft, he fhall be thereby abfolutely difchargcd of all Sums of Money by
him levied and received, and pretended not to be accompted for within the

faid Accompt, whereupon he had his ^lietus ; unlefs fuch Sheriff Ihall be called

in Qiieftion for fuch Sum or Sums of Money fj pretended to be levied, within

two Years- after the Time of fuch Accompt and ^lietus.

r. C H A P. VIII.

An A£t for regulating of the Militia.

7Z/HEREJS for the Honour and Service of their Majefties, ayidfor the Se-

Pteamblc. curity of this their Province againft any Violence or Invafioji whatever ; it

is neceffary that due Care be taken that the Inhabitants thereof be armed, trained^

and in a fuitable Pofture and Readinefs for the Ends aforefaid ; and that every

Perfon may know his Duty and be obliged to perform the fame :

iBc it tf)ecefo?c cnaften ftpW Crceilencp tfjc mtitmmt, Coun=
cil ano meprefentatiiiC0, in (General Court affemislen, anu it i.s

oitiaineu anD enafteu bg tfjc autfjoiitgoftfjc fame,

Perfoni liable 1. That all Male Perfons from fixteen Years of Age, tofixty, ( other than
to Train, f^ch as are herein after excepted ) fhall bear Arms, and duly attend all

Mufters and Military Exercifes of the refpc£tive Troops and Companies where

they are lifted or belong -, allowing three Months Time to every Son next

after his coming tofixteen Years of Age -, and every Servant fb long, after his

Time is out ; to provide thcmfelves with Arms and Ammunition, i£c.

Glerlc to take 2. And the Clerk of each Troop and Company once a Qiiarter yearly,f}iaU

aLift four take an exa6t Lift of all Perfons living within the Precin6ts of fuch Troop
"™^'

° ^"'- or Company, and prefent the faine to the Captain or Chief Officer, on pain

of forfeiting /(?r?j 6'M//«^j for each Default, to be paid to the Captain or

chief
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chief Officer to the Ufe of the Company. And in cafe of Non-Paymenr, to

be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Offenders Goods, by vertue of a Warrant

from the Captain or chief OfRcer ; who is hereby impowred to grant

the fame.

3. That every Perfon lifted in any Troop or Company fiiall fo continue and Perfbns to

attend all Duty m fuch Troop or Company -, or otherwife fuEFer the Penalty by atfend Dnry

Law provided ; until orderly difmift or removed out of the Town or Precinft. "•n"^ '']^'^

And in cafe of removal into the Precinft of anotherCompany in the fameTown,
'^ji^[(t"

^

to produce a Certiticate under the Hand of the Captain or chief Officer of the

Precinft whereto he is removed, that he is lifted there,

4. If any Perfon liable to be lifted as aforefaid, do exempt himfelfby fhift-
p^^^jj^ ^n

ing from Houfe to Houfe, or Place to Place, to avoid being fo lifted ; he fhall fuch as fliall

pay as a Fine for every fuch Offence, to the Ufe of the Company to which Shift to avoid

he belongs, ^en Shillings, being convided before any Juftice of the Peace l»'*ing-

of the County.

5. That every lifted Sol.lier and other Houfholder (except Troopers) fhall Foot Sol-

be always provided with a well fixt Firelock, Mufker, of Mufl^et or Baftard d'-^-s how to

Mufket bore, the Barrel not lefs than threeFoot and a halflong -, or other good ^^ ^^^^ '

Fire Arms to the Satisfaftion of the Commiffioii Officers of the Company ; a

Snapfack, a Collar with twelve Bandaliers, or Cartouch-Box -, one Pound of 11 J- ca. 4.

good Pov/der, twenty Bullets fit for his Gun -, and twelve Flints ; a good

Sword or Cutlafh, a Worm and Priming-Wire fit for his Gun : On Penalty of

fix Shillings for want of fuch Arms as is hereby required, and tivo Shillings for

eiich other defcft, and the like Sum for every four Weeks he fliall remain un-

provided : The Fines to be paid byParents for their Sons under Age,and under

their Command •, and by Mafters or Heads of Families, for their Servants,

other than Servants upon Wages.

6. That every Trooper fhall be always provided with a good ferviceable Troopers,

Horfe of Five Pounds Value, and not lefs than fourteen Hands high, (the fame how_ to be

to be determined by the two chief Commiffion Officers ) covered with a good 'urmflied.

Saddle, Bit, Bridle, Holfters, Pectoral and Crooper ; and furnifhed with a Car-

bine, the Barrel not lefs than two Foot and half long, with a Belt and Swivel ;

a Cafe of good Piftols , with a Sword or Cudafh ; a Flafk or Cartouch-Box -,

one Pound of good Powder, three Pounds of fizable Bullets, twenty Flints, and

a good pair of Boots and Spurs ; on Penalty oi twelve Shillings for want of fuch

Horfe as is hereby ordered, and three Shillings a Piece for every other Defeft,

and the like Sum for every fix Weeks he fliall remain unprovided : And that

each Trooper lift his Horfe, and fliall not difpofe thereof without the Confent

of his chief Offi.cer ; on the Penalty of Five Pounds : And for Non-Appear-
ance at the Time and Place appointed for Exercife, every lifted Trooper for

each Days Neglecl:, fliall pay ten Shillings Fine.

7. That there may be two Troops in a Regiment, each of which Troops
ihall not exceed fixty Men with Officers.

8. That Regimental Mufters fliall be but once in three Years, (except in • . gj

^qjlon.) And every Captain or chief Officer of any Company or Troop in
jy/ffl^r," ana

&ny Regiment, fliall be obliged on Penalty ofHw Poa«^j, to draw forth his training ol"

Company or Troop, or caufe them to be drawn forth four Days annually, and particular

no more, to Exercife them in Monons, the Ufe of Arms, and fhooting at
Companies-

Marks, or other Military Exercifes, which every Perfon liable to Train, having
been duly warned, and not appearing and attending the fame, flaall for each

Days Neglca:, pay a Fine oi Five Shillings.

<5). That
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CoTimiffion
(j_ '~£\izt the Commiffion Officers of any Company or Troop, or the major

Po«"r'
^''"^'- <^f them, may order the correfting and punifhing Diforders and Contempt
on a training Day, or on a Watch ; the Punifliment not being greater than

laying Neck and Heels, riding the Wooden Horfe, or ten Shillings Fine,

Military

Warchei.

Penalty Tor

not attend-

ing Military

Exetsifcs.

10. That there be Military Watches appointed and kept in every Town at

flich Times,in fuch Places, and in fuchNumbers, and under fuchRegulation as

the chief Military Officers of each Town fhall appoint, or as they may receive

Orders from the chief Officer of the Regiment : And that all Perfons able of
Body, or that are of Eftate fand not exempted by Law) fhall by themfelves or

fome meet Perfon in their Stead, to the Acceptance of the Commander of the

Watch, attend the fame ; on Penalty of Fiz^e Shillings for each Defect ; there

having been due Warning given.

1 1 . Every Soldier or other Perfon liable by Law, refufing or neglefting

to attend Military Exercifes, on training Days •, or Military Watches, that

fhall not pay, or have noEftate to be found whereon to levy the Fine •, it fhall

be in the Power of the Captain, or chief Officers of fuch Company on the next

training Day after fuch Negleft (he not having fatisfied the Clerk ) to punifh

him for fuch Offence, by laying Neck and Heels, or riding the WoodenHorfe,
not exceeding one Hour's time : And if fuch Delinquent fhall abfent himfelf

the fecond training Day, without giving fufficient Reafon to theCaptain, or

chief Officer for the fame •, it ffiall be in the Power of the chief Officer of the

Company to direft a Warrant to the Conftable of the Town, requiring him to

apprehend fuch Delinquent, and bring him into the Field, that he may be
punilh'd according as by this Law is provided : And all Conftables are hereby

required to execute fuch Warrant accordingly.

Perfoni ex« 12. That the Perfons hereafter named be exempted from all Trainings, i;/z.

empted frcm "p^g Members oftheCouncil, the Reprefentatives for the rime being, the Secretary,
training,

Jujiices of the Peace, Prefident, Fellows, Students, and Servants of Harvard Col-

lege, exempted by College-Charter, Mafters of Art, Minijlers,Elders andDeacons

of Churches, Sheriffs, allowed Phyficians, ovSurgeotis, and Tpxok'&.School-MaJlers^

all fuch as have had Commiffions, and ferved as Field-Officers, or Captains,

Lieutenants, or Enfigns, Coroners, T'reafiirers, Attorney General, Deputy Sheriffs,

Clerks of Courts,ConJtables, conG:a.ntFerrymen, and ens Miller to tn-chGrift-Mill,

Officers employed in and about their Majefties Revenues, all Majlers of Veffels
I. A. ca. I. ^^ thirty Tons and upwards, ufually employed beyond Sea ; and conltant

Herdfmen, Lame Perfons, or otherwife difabled in Body ( producing Certificate

thereof from two able Surgeons) Indians and Negroes.

Perfons ex- j^^ 'phaj- j-he Perfons hereafter named be, and hereby are exempted front

m\hty Military Watches and Wardings, viz. Tht Members of the Council, Secretary,

Watche!,©'c. Reprefentatives for the Time being, Prefident, FcUovl^s, Students of Harvard-

College,and theGentlemen belonging to tbeTroop oftheGsvernour'sGuard,Miniftcrs,

II W. ca. 7. and Elders of Churches, allowed Phyficians and Surgeons, Conftables, conftant

Ferrymen, and one Miller to each Grift-Mill.

Commiffion i^. That the Captain and Commiffion Officers of each Company or Troop
Officerj^to^^

fhall and hereby are fully impowred to nominate and appoint meet Perfons to

feams & Cor- ^^"^^ ^^ Serjeants and Corporals in the refpedtive Companies or Troops ; and

porals. to Difplace them, and appoint others in their Room, as they fhall fee meet.

View of ^5- That twice every Year, or oftner if required, every Captain or chief

Arras. Officer of each Company or Troop, fhall give order for a diligent Inquiry intci

the State of his Company, and for taking an exad Lifl of the Names of his

Soldkrs,
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Soldiers, and Inhabitants within the Limits of his Company, and of the De-
feds of Arms or otherwife, and Names of the defeftive Perfons ; that they

may be profecuted as the Law hath provided, and fiich Care may be taken as

is proper to remedy tlie fame.

16. That if any Perfon who is by Law obliged to provide Arms and Am- How Perfona

munition, cannot purchafe the fame by fuch Means as he hath -, if he bring to unable to

the Clerk of the Company, Corn or other IMerchantable Prcvifion, or vendible P^^thafe,

Goods, fo much as by Apprizement of the Clerk and two other Perfons mu- ^^ "^rovTdcd

tually chofen, fhall be judged of greater Value by one fifth Part than fjchArms

or Ammunition is of ; he chereupon fliall be excufed from the Penalties for

want of Arms and Ammunition, until he can be provided, which the faidClerk

Ihall provide as foon as may be by Sale of fuchGoods, and render the Overplus

to the Party, if any be : But the Party fhall notwithftanding give his perfonal

Attendance upon all Occafions as other Soldiers, until he be fupplied, and at

fuch times fhall perform any proper Service he may be put upon by the Cap-

tain or Chief Officer of the Company he belongs to. But if the Perfon be

.judged unable to buy Arms, or to lay down the Value propofed •, if he be a

fingle Man, he fnall be put out toService by the two nextjuftices ofthe Peace,

to earn wherewith to buy Arms and Ammunition. If fuch Perfon have a Fa-

mily and be judged unable by the Captain and major Part of theSele6l-Men to

lay down fuch Value for the End aforefaid, then he Ihall be provided for out

of the Town Stock, or by Arms procured at the Town's Charge, until fuch

time as he be judged able to provide for himfelf And fuch Arms to be under

the Care ofthe chief Military Officer and the Scleft-Men ofthe Town,

1 7. That Drums, Drummers, Trumpets,Trumpeters, Colours and Banners, ^°"' Drumj,

be by the Commiffion Officers of each Troop or Company provided at the
©.^'^J'^'to to

Charge of the refpe£tive Companies and Troops where they are not already provided,

provided, and the Fines will not reach to procure the fame ; and that fuch as

have been imployed asDrummers or Trumpeters, or are fit and capable thereof,

being appointed unto fuch Service by the chief Officer of any Company or
'

' ^^" *'

Troop, fhall attend the Service, on Penalty of Forty Shillings Fine : "And
every Drummer for a Year's Service ffiall have twenty Shillings, if he find

his own Drum -, and Ten Shillings, if the Captain finds the Drum. And a

Trumpeter' Forty Shillings a Year if he finds his own Trumpet ; and Twenty

Shillings, if the Captain finds it.

18. That fuch meet Perfon as by the Commiffion Officers of any Company Penalty for

OF Troop lliall be appointed Clerk, and Ihall refufe to ferve, ffiall pay i^^^O" ^Jve «C!«k
Shillings Fine, and another be chofen in his Room, and fo until one do accept

:

Which Perfon Ihall be under Oath for the faithful Difcharge of his Office, to

be adminiftred unto him by a Juftice of Peace in the fame County, in the

Words following.

'Y'OU do fwear truly to perform the Office of Clerk of the Military Company

under the Command of A. B. Captain, to the utmoft ofyour Skill and Power " *

in all Things appertaining to your Office according to Ldlju. So help you God.

And for every Diftraint made for any Fine not eji^ceeding Forty Shillings, he'

Ihall have one Quarter Part for his Pains and Trouble. And for fuch Fines Dtfrfof
he may dillrain Ex Officio ; and in diftraining Ihall obferve fudi Rules as the Fines.

Law hath provided in other Cafes ; and upon ten Days Notice fhall account
'*

with and pay to the Captain or chief Officer what Fines he hath received', his'

©wn Part being dedufte^",

«0. The
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Meeting of 1^. The chief Military Officer of each Regiment as often as he fhall fee

Offi'^'"^*^ f
^^"^^' ^^" require the Captain or chief Officer of each Company in his Regi-

theRegimenr. "^^"t ^^ m^^t at fuch Time and Place as he fhall appoint, and then with them
to confer and give in Charge fuch Orders as fhall by them, or major Part of
them be judged meet, for the better ordering and fettling their feveral Com-
panies,and for the better promoting of MilitiryDifcipIine amongft them. And
the chief Officer is hereby impov/ered by his Warrant direded to any Clerk of

Officer of his Regiment, to Summon or caufe to be brought before them any

Their Power. Offender againft the Laws Military, and according to Law to hear and deter-

mine all Matters proper for their Cognizance, and to give Sentence, and to

grant Mittimus, or Warrants for Diftraint to the Clerk of the Company where
the Offence is committed, for executing which Warrant, if above Forty

Shillings, he fhall have ten Shillings out of the fame for his Pains and Trouble
there, and no more.

Town Stock ^°- That there be a Stock of Powder and Ammunition in each Town pro-

of Ammuni- vided, and from time to time as there is need be renewed by the Selecl-Men -,

tion, &c. which fliall be a Barrel of good Powder, two hundred Weight of Bullets, and
three hundred Flints for every fixty lifted Soldiers, and after that Proportion

for the lifted Soldiers of eachTown, whether more or lefs : Alfo that the Scle6t

Men procure fuch a Number of Arms, and fo much Ammunition as fhall be
made to appear by the chief Commiffion Officers of each Company in the

feveral Towns to be needful for the Supply of fuch Poor as by Law they are

to provide for. ' And fuch Town as cannot make it appear to the chief Com-
mander of the Regiment that they are thus provided, at or before the firft of
May next, fhall pay Five Pounds Fine, which fhall be diftrained by Warrant

Penalty for from the faid Officer, directed unto the Conftable upon the Seled-Men of

*idcd.''"^"''
'^^ 'r°^"' ^^ ^"y of them ; and difpofed of for the Ufe of the faid Town
towards the Supply of fuch Stock : And the like Sum for every threeMonths

they fhall remain fo unprovided.

~
,
_ „ 21. And the Sele£l-Men where there is not a fufficient Stock of Powder,

inakc a Rate" Arms and Ammunition, and in fuch Towns where there is need of Watch-
fof buying of Houfes, firing and Candles for their Watches -, in fuch Cafe the Seleft-Men
Ammunition, for fo much as is wanting, are to procure or fupply what is required or needed
&c in cafe.

^^ before, and fhall make Provifion for the fame by a Rate, equUy and juftly

laid upon the Inhabitants and Eftate in fuch Towns, and fuch Rate figned

and committed by them to the Conftables to collefl, who fliall, and hereby arc

required and authorized to colledt the fame ; and for Non-Payment to dillrain

as for other Rates : And the Money or Pay collefted to be brought in to the

chief Military Officers and Sele6l-Men of the Town, to be by them improved

for the Ends aforefaid. And the Sele(St-Men,or fo many of them as fhall neg-

p ,

left their Duty herein, fhall pay twenty Shillings Fine, to be paid to the Cap-

Negka
*"^

'^''^ f"^^ ^^^ Ufe of the Company, being convi<5t before two Juftices of the

Peace, who are hereby impowered to convent the Party, and to hear and deter-

mine the fame, and if need be, to appoint other meet Perfons in fuch Towns
under the like Penalties to perform the faid Service.

CIerkj£'* Of. 22. That no Clerk Ex Officio make diftraint for any Fine until four Days
fich.not to di after the Offence committed, that fo the Party may haveOpportunity to make
ftrain witfiin excufe, if any he have, why he Ihould not pay the Fine. And every Clerk

Wnalty^for ^^^^ neglefts or refufes to Account or make Payment, as by this Law is pro-

hii negleft to vided, he, by a Warrant from the chief Officer of the Company direiSted to

account, &c, the Conftable, may be diftrained on for fo much as he hath or fhould have

collected or diftrained for.

33, That
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23. That all Officers yield Obedience to the Warrants or Commands of
^^^^^'j^ ^?l

their Superiour Officers, onPenalty of FivePounds ; to be heard and determined ^^^""^ ti,jjV

at the next Meeting of the chief Officers and Captains of the Regiment : And s.t.ftiouc

the Fine to be taken by Diftrefs and Sale of the OiFenders Goods, ( returning Officers.

the Over-plus if any be ) by Warrant from the chief Officer of the Regiment,

direfted to the Clerk of the Company to which fuch Offender belongs, and to —

be improved to the Ufe and Benefit of fuch Company as the Officers fo met

Ihall agree, their Expences being firft defrayed out of the fame.

24. That an Alarm at the Caftle upon Caftle-Ifland near Bqfton, he'ing made

upon fuch Caufesas are agreeable to Inftruftions to be given by the Governour Alarm.

to the Captain of the Caftle, fhall be by putting out two Flaggs, and firing

of two Guns towards the Town ; at which time there fhall with all poffible

fpeed fuch Numbers be fent down for their Relief, as the Governour and

Captain General, or fuch Perlbn as fhall be Commander in Chief in his Abfence

fhall think necelTary. At any other Place, an Alarm may be made by firing

three Guns one after another, or by firing a Beacon, their Drums beating an

Alarm, all Perfons being called upon to Arm : Upon which all the trained

Soldiers, and others capable to bear Arms that are thenRefidentin anyTown,
fhall forthwith appear compleat with their Arms and Ammunition according

to Law, at the ufual Place of Rendezvous, or where the chief Officers fhall

appoint ; there to attend fuch Commands as fhall be given for their Majefties

Service, and that on the Penalty of F/w Pounds Fine, or three Months Im- Penalty for

prifonment. The Members of the Council, Juftices and Sheriffs to attend ."°^ appcar-

upon the Governour, if at or near Bofton ; and in other Places, to appear and /^larm.

advife with the chief Military Officers of the Town, and to be alTifhing in

their Majefties Service according to their Quality. And fuch Alarms fhall at

all Times be carried on from Neighbourhood to Neighbourhood, and from

Town to Town throughout the Province -, and from fuch Town where the

Alarm is made, there fhall be forthwith difpatched one or more Horfe-Men, to

fignify the Occafion thereof to the Juftice of Peace, chief Military Officer, or

Conftable of the next Town or Towns, which all Perfons are to take Notice Relief to be
of and attend as is before direfted : And if the Alarm be made either from a fcnt to the

Sea-Port Town, or other Town that lies a Frontier to, or in great Danger Frontiers.

of the Enemy, the Captain or Captains of the adjacent Towns, fhall forth-

with go with or fend fuch Relief as they fhall judge meet for the Offence of
of the Enemy, or Defence of themfelves and Neighbours -, but fo as to be
obfervant to any Commands or Orders they may receive from their Superiour T'

Officers. And if any Perfon fhall wilfully make a falfe Alarm, he fhall be
*

fined to their Majefties Twenty Pounds, for fupport of the Government -, or

fuffer fix Months Imprifonment.

25. No Officer Military or Civil, or other Perfon ffiall Quarter or Billet any pgpalt fo
Soldier or Seaman upon any Inhabitant within this Province, without his Con- Qjartering

fent (other than the publick licenfed Houfes ) under the Penalty of otie Hun- Soldiers, '&c

dred Pounds ; to be recovered by Adion, Bill, Plaint or Information, in any "P°" Ifihabi-

Court of Record ; one half to their Majefties, for the Support of the Govern-
'""""

ment ; the other half Part to the Party grieved that fhall itjform and ilie for

the fame. And every fuch Inhabitant may refufe to Quarter any Soldier or

Seaman notwithftanding any Order whatfoever.

26. That all Perfons exempted by this Law from Trainings, fhall notwith-
flanding be provided with Arms and Ammunition compleat, upon the fame
Penalty as thofe that are obliged co train.

G 27. All

Penalty for 3

Ife Alarm.
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Finej & For- 27. All Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures arifing by Virtue of this Adl, or any

\f^^"/°f^^
Breach thereof (not otherwife difpofed of therein) fhall be for the Ufe ofthe

& rrco'ver'ed. Regiment, Company, or Troop refpeftively : T'bat is to fa\\ for procuring and

repairing Drums, Trumpets, Colours, Banners, Halberts, paying of Drum-
mers and Trumpeters, or otherCharge of the faidCompany •, and the Overplus

( if any be ) to be laid out in Arms and Ammunition for a Tov/n Stock -, and

, be recovered by Aftion, Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of their Majefties

Courts of Record.

CHAP. IX.

hx\ A<ft for putting and keeping in Repair

theTown-Houfe in Boftoiu

Preamble. TL^HEREAS the "Toivft-Houfe in Bofton within the County of Suffolk has

formerly been, and is ftill continued to be made Ufe offor the holding of

Councils^ Courts of Judicature^ and other publick Affemblies for the whole Pro-

vince ; and has been accufiomed to be upheld and repaired, in Part at the Charge

of the late Colony of the MafTachufetts, Part at the Charge of the faid County^and

Part at the Charge of the faid "Town :

chartre of '^^ it tm^tXi tig tf)e (^oticmouc, Council ann Ecprefcntatiue^,
repairing the ixi (S^CHCtal Coutt affemfileo , attt) h^ tfje aut[)o?itp of t&efame.
Town Houfe That the Charges of repairing the faid Houfe, be from time to time continued
in Bofion^rc- ^^ ^^ anfwered and paid inProportion following -, That is to fay. One halfParf

thereof out of the publick Revenue of the Province •, one Quarter Part out of

the Treafury of the faidCounty -, and the otherQuarterPart out oftheTreafury

of the faid Town. And the Seleft-Men of Bofton, from time to time as there

fhall be need, are to take Care that the faid Houfe be fufHciently repaired, and

to lay the Accompt of the Charge before the Governour and Council ; as alfo

before the Juftices in QuarterSeffions, that foOrders may be refpe6lively given,

as well for Payment of the Part belonging to the Province, as that belonging

to the County, according to this Ad.

portioned.

C H A P. X.

An Aa for High-Ways.

pO R the better amending and keeping in Repair and Clear, the High-Ways,

Preambls. and common Roads, leading fromTown to Town, and Place to Place ; andfor

laying out new High-Ways, and turning old High-Ways where it fhall be needful:

IBc it enacten b? tf)C ©ouernour, Council ano Eeprefentatitieg
surveyeri of in ©euetal Coutt aflfcmtilcu, anD bg tljc autfjoiitp of tf)e fame,
High-Ways yj^^j there be Annually chofen two or more Freeholders in each Town re-

luy Choftn fpeftively within this Province, to be Surveyers of the High-Ways, who fhall

and fworn. be Sworn before fome Juflice of the Peace in the County, diligently and faith-

fully to perform the faidOfBce for the Year enfuing •, whichSurveyers fhall take

See iiff.ca.4.
Carethatall High-Ways, Private-Ways, Caufeysand Bridges lying within the

Prcsindll
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Precindls of iuch Town, be kept in Repair, and amended from time to time,

•when and fo often as fliall be needful, at the Charge of fuch Town fwhere it is

not otherwife fettled) that fo they may be fafe and convenient for Travellers, Their Power.

Teams, and Drovers : And the Surveyers are hereby impowred to cut down,

dig up, or remove, as well all forts of Trees, BuHies, Stones, Fences, Rails,

Gates, Inclofures, or other Thing or Things, as may any Way ftraiten, hurt

hinder or incommode the HighWays : As alfo to dig forStone orGrave],Clay,

Marl, Sand or Earth, in any Land not planted or inclofed ; and to prefs any

Carriage, Work-Men, or other Things fit to be employed in the High-Ways,

for fuch reafonable Satisfaftion to the Parties concerned as fuch Surveyers can

agree for ; and in cafe of Difagreement, fuch as the two next Juftices

Ihall appoint.

And the Surveyers fhall appoint certain Days for providing Materials and Surveyers ra

Working in the High-Ways -, having refpeft to the Seafon of the Year, and S'^= pubiick

the Weather, and giving convenient publick Notice ; at which Days all Per- yl°"i^-

°'^

fons liable to Work, {That is to fay, from fixteen Years old and upward^ by [i,e Kigh-

themfelves, or other fufficient Perfons in their ftead, fhall attend : And if any Wajs.

Perfon makeDefault of attending the faid Work, by himfelf, or other fufficient

Perfon in his ftead -, or with his Cart and Team, as he fhall be appointed ;

upon Complaint and Proof thereof before the next Jufhice of Peace, without

reafonable Excufe made, and allowed by fuchjuftice, he fliall caufe to be levied

of every fuch Offenders Goods, the Sum or Penalty of tivo Shillings, fix Fence, Penalty foe

for each Day's Negleft of Labour, befides the Charge of making Diftrefs -,

J'^°"'J^'^'"-

and for default of their Cart and Team^?;;^ Shillings 'per Diem, with Charge of

Diftrefs as aforefaid.

ann futtljer it is enafteo tJg tfje autfjoiit]? afo?efaiD, That where a Quarter sef-

new High-Way or common Road from Town to Town, or Place to Place (Ions to give

fhall be wanting, and where old Ways with more Conveniency may be turned ?'"'^^'' '°'' l^y-

or altered ; upon Application made to the Juflices in Quarter SefTions, within Hf^h-wf^^
the fame County, the faid Court may appoint a Committee of two or three or'^al'terin*^''

fufficient Freeholders of the next Towns, who fliall have mofl Occafion ofthe old ones.

faid Way, to enquire into the Neceffity and Conveniency thereof, and to make
their Report thereon -, and being judged to be ofcommon Neceffity or Conve-
niency, the Juftices of the faid Court fhall order a Warrant to the Sheriff or

his Deputy, to fummon a Jury out of the next Towns, to meet at fome con-

venient Day and Place therein mentioned, toView and lay out fuch High-Ways
or Roads, who fliall have anOath adminiflired unto them by a Juflice of Peace,

to lay out fuch Way, according to the beft of their Skill and Judgment, with

moft Conveniency to the Publick, and leaft Prejudice or Damage to any par-

ticular Perfon -, which having done, the Sheriff or his Deputy, is to make Re-
turn thereof, at the next Court of Quarter SelTions of the County where the

fame Way is, as well under his own as the Hands of the Jurors, by whofe

Oath the fame is laid out ; to the End the fame may be allowed andRecorded,

and after known for a publick High-Way.
Provided, That if any Perfon be thereby damaged in his Propriety or im- Damage in

proved Gounds, the Town fhall make him reafonable Satisfaction, by the Propriaties

. Eftimation of thofe that laid out the fame : And if fuch Perfon fo damaged, t° ^^ "^'^-

find himfelf agrieved by any Aft or Thing done by the Jury, either in laying
^°°^'

of the faid Way, or Eftimate of his Damages, he may apply unto the Court of
• Quarter Seffions for Relief^ before any Allowance or Determination . be made
by them ; who are 'hereby impowred to hear and determine the fame.

But if no fuffixient Caufe" appear for Complaint, he fliall pay all Charges
arifing thereby.

0nB be it eurtf3er enaaell. That the Seledt-Men of each Town refpec-
^ ,

„ , , "

lively, be, and are hereby impowered, by themfelves, or others whom they
po^-er to'^'jay

(hall appoint ; to lay out or caufe to belaid out, particular and private Ways cut pdvate

for fuch Town only, as ihall be thought neceffaiy ; fo as no Damage be done V/ays.

G 2 to ^^. -^ «' ^'
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to any particular Perfon, in his Land or Propriety, without dueRecomf>ence to
be made by theTown ; as the Selecl-Men and the Party interefted may agree

;

or as fhall be ordered by the Juftices in Qiiarter Seffions, upon Inquiry into
the fame by a Jury to be fummoned for that Purpofe.

anD it is fUi:tf)ei: CnaaeD, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall ereft and
^tl up any Gates, Rails or Fence upon or acrofs any High-Way or Country
Road, or continue any fuch to the Annoyance and Incumbrance of the fame,

Nufsnceupon
^ '^^^^'^ ^'^^^ ^"-"^h as Hiall be allowed by the Court of Quarter SefTions within

High- Way ^^^ County; it fhall be deemed a common Nufance ; and it fliall be lawful
to be rcmo- for any Perfon or Perfons to pulldown and remove the fame : And if any fuch

Jfncumbrance be in any particular or private Way, allowed and fettled by any
Town, upon Complaint thereof made to the next Juftice of the Peace, he fhall

appoint a Committee of two or more difcreetand indifferent Perfons to view
fuch Incumbrance, and caufe the fame to be removed : And if any Perfon be
aggrieved at the Removal of any fuch Gate, Bars or Fence,he fhall be heard ac

the Quarter SefTions within the fame County, and upon jufl Caufe fhewn, fhall

be by them relieved.

Damaeehap ^"^ ^^ ^^ furt^et enaftcD 6? tte autf)C!?it]p afo^efaiu, That if.

nine through ^^irough Negleft or not keeping in fufBcient Repair any High-Way, Caufey,

Defeds in or Bridge •, any Perfon happen to lofe his Life in paffing any fuch High-
Ways or Way, Caufey, or Bridge, or lofe a Limb, break a Bone, or receive any

madFeood ^™^^s °'' Breach in any Fart of his Body, through any Defect in, or want of

by theCoun- neceffary Repair of fuch High-Way, Caufey, or Bridge -, the County or
ly or Town. Town refpeftively to which of Right it belongs to maintain and' keep the fame

in Repair, having been warned or notified of fuch Defe6l and need of Repairs

and Amendment thereof, either in Writing under the Hand of two WitnefTes,

or by Prefentment thereof made at the SefTions of the Peace ; fhall pay unto

the Parents, Hufband, Wife, Children or next of Kin to any Perfon fo lofing

his or her Life, the Sum of one Hundred Pov.nds ; and for any other Harm as

aforefaid, double the Damage fuftained thereby ; to be ordered and iti upon
them by thejuflices of the fame County in Quarter Seffions ; who are hereby

impowred thereto ; and to render like Recompence for any Carriage, Cart,

Horfe, or other Beafl harmed or loft, proportionable to the Damage fjffered.

And if any Perfon chofen a Surveyer, fhall refufe to accept and take his

Oath, he fhall forfeit TwentyShillings ; and having accepted do negledl hisDuty,

fhall forfeit for every Negled; Five Pounds : The faid Forfeitures refpetftively

to be to the Ufe of the Town •, and to be recovered by Complaint before the

next Juftice of Peace, or at the SefTions of the Peace in the fame County.

No Perfon to be charged above a due Proportion to the High-Ways, either

in Labour or Teams.

Penalty on
Surve)ers

refufing to

accepr, or
negleding

iheif Duty.

CHAP. XI.

Preamble.

Fence- View
en to be

ehofcn and
Sworn,

AnAd for regulating of Fences,Cattel,&c.

ZrO R the better preventing of Damage in Corn-Fields, and other improved and
common Lands, by Herfes, Neat Cattel, Sheep or Swine, going at large :

IBe it enaften bp tfjc ©otietnour, Council anD iRcprcfentatibeisf

in <J5cncral Court affemftleD, anti tp tbe autfjoiitg of tf)C fame, That

in every Town and Peculiar within this Province, there be annually chofen

by the Inhabitants thereof ( at the time of theirMeeting, to choofe Seleft-Men

and other Town Ofhcers) two or more meet Perfons, to be Viewers of Fences ;

Q, who fhall be Sv/orn before a Juftice of Peace; to the faithful Difcharge oftheir

..(1 'iilguQib 'jci Vs-di es'.yino nwoT &nn --^
'
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Office, in the Particulars committed to their Care by this Aft : As alfo two or Havn-arHj or

more Perfons for Haywards or Field-Drivers. And that all Fences of four
^'''^''^ driven

Foot high, being of five Rails, or four that are equivalent. Boards, Stone-
^

Wall, Brooks, Rivers, Ponds or Cricks equivalent thereto, in the Judgment f^ur Foot

of the Fence-Viewers, fhall be accounted fufficient Fences : And all Fences in hiph to he

common Fields and other Grounds under Improvement, that fhall be iudgcd arcounred

infufficient by the Fence-Viewers, and Notice thereof given to the Party that " '''^°'^'

of Right ought to maintain the fame ; he fhall fufficiently repair and amend
p^^gj^ ^^^

all Defefts therein within the Space of frx Days next after fuch Notice given not 'repairing

him : And in Cafe of his Negleft, the Fence-Viewers are hereby impowered infufficient

and ordered forthwith to caufe fuch defeftive Fence or Fences to be fufficiently P^ncc

made up and repaired ; and the Perfon or Perfons to whom it belongs to make

good fuch Fence, fliall pay double the Coft and Charge expended for doing Ho-* to bs

of the fame. And in cafe of refufal or neglect to make Payment as aforefaid, recovered,

by the Space of one Month next after an Account prefented, and Demand
thereof made -, fuch Fence-Viewers may recover the fame by Aftion, Plaint or

Information, to be brought before any Juftice of the Peace within the fame

County, if the Sum exceed not Forty Shillings ; but if it be above that Sum,

then in the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas.

anD it 10 furtfjer cnafteD tsp tf)e autf)0?itg afo^efaiD, That no Per- None but

fons other than Proprietors and Freeholders in any Town or Peculiar, fliall let P opnetors

any Horfe or Horfe-kind run to feed upon any common Land belonging to
,^ h"e°an'^"

fuch Town or Peculiar, and every fuch Proprietor and Freeholder may keep Horic lun to

one Horfe-Beaft upon the Common and no more -, except fuch Proprietors feed on the

and Freeholders, every of whom have a rateable Eflate within fuch Town Common,

or Peculiar, of the Value oi Fifty Pounds^ they to have the Privilege of two

and no more.

And the Owners of all Horfe-kind going upon the Common, are required Horfes going

to caufe the fame to be entered with theTown-Clerk,who is to keep a Book for ^°
tl''^o^be"°

that Purpofe, and therein fet down as well the natural as artificial Marks, and entered with

for every fuch Horfe or Horfe-kind, fliall pay a Fee of Three Pence to the the Town

Clerk for his entry : Such entry to be made at or before the tenth Day o^ Jpril^^"^-

next, and fo annually ; on Pain that every Perfon neglefting fo to do, iliall

forfeit and pay the Sum of Ten Shillings for each default. And if any Free-

holder or Proprietor fhall defire to put moreHorfes upon the Common than is

herein before allowed, he fhall firfl repair to the Town Clerk, and make entry

of the Number and Marks thereof as aforefaid, and pay the Fee as aforefaid

for every fuch Entry, as alfo the Sum oi Five Shillings per Head, per Jnnum,

to the Ufe of the Proprietors of fuch Commons, on pain of forfeiting the Sum
of ten Shillings per Head for fuch Negleft.

And every Town and Peculiar within this Province are required to choofe Perions to be

annually two meet Perfons to fee to the due Obfervance of this Aft relating to annually

Horfes, and to profecute the Breakers thereof : And if any Perfon fo chofen
*^'^°J""^"-

'° '"^=

fhall refufe to ferve, or negleft his Duty in any of the Particulars herein com-
^°ax\cs of thTs

.. mitted to his Care, he fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of twenty Shillings to the h€t.

Ufe of fuch Town.
And the Town Clerk of each Town refpeftively fhall once in the Year give Xown Clerk

an Account and pay in to the Seleft-Men of the Town fo much as he fhall re- to account

ceive by Virtue of this Aft for any Horfe-kind going upon the Common. annually.

All Penakies and Forfeitures arifing for Breach of this Aft relating to Penalties and

Horfes going upon the Common, fhall be one Moiety thereof unto the Ufe of Forfeiturci

the Perfons to be appointed to fee to the Obfervance of this Aft, and the \?.* }°^

other Moiety to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame, before any
^°

Juftice of the Peace within the County.
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5i Bnftol fair, teamen*

Swine to b:

yoked and

ringed.

9niD be it iwi'Cmi enacteu bp tfje 9ut|)0?itP afo?efaiti. That aii s-vine

going at large on the Commons, Ihall be lufficiently yoked, from the firfc of

April to the fifteenth of October yearly •, and ringed in the Nole all the Year.

And if any Swine be found unyoked or unringed, their Owners fhall be liable

to payy?x Pence per Plead ; and if found Damage feafant being unyoked or

unringed to pay Twelve Pence per Head, over and above double Damages to

the Party injured. And theHayward or Field-Driver or any other Perfon may
take up and impound fuch Swine.

And that there be paid unto the Hayward or Field Driver, one Shilling per

Head for all Neat Cattel or Horfes, and three Pence per Head for all Sheep and
Swine by him impounded : And to the Pound-keeper two Pence per Head
for all Neat Cattel or Horfes, and one Penny per Head for all Sheep or Swine,

for taking in and letting out, to be paid by the Owners of fuch Creatures.

And that for every Sheep in every Town going on the Commons v/ithout

Sheep going being under theHands of a Shepherd,from the firftofM^jy to the laft ofOi^s^^r,
on the Com-

jj-^ gyej-y Year ; the Ov/ners or Keeper of the faid Sheep fhall pay the Sum of

a Keeper ^'^''^^ Pence for every Sheep at any Time fo found running on the Common,
not under the Hand of a Shepherd or Keeper, betwixt the firft of May, and

laft of Oaober Yearly.

Fere for im
pounding.

Penalty for

Preamble.

Times for

Holding
Bri/loJFiic.

CHAP. XII.

An A£t for Eriftol Fair,

Vf^H E R A,S the General Court of the late Colony of New-Plymouth did in

th^ Tear of our Lord one Thoufandftx Hundred and eighty ; grant unto

the Inhabitants of the Town of Briftol within the faid Colony, that they floouli

have Liberty of keeping two Fairs in the faid Town 0/" Briftol annually for ever,

one upon the third Wednefday and Thurfday in May, and the other upon the

third Wednefday and Thurfday in November ; And it being found by Experi-

ence that two Day is not fufficient for the tranfaMing theBufinefs of the faid Fair

;

and that fo late in November is inconvenient both with Refpe5i to Perfons coming,

it being many Times very bad Weather, and the chief Timefor felling fat Cattel

ieing fooner :

OBe it tf)crefoie enaaet bp t&e (Sotiei:nout,€Duncil ana Keprefen^
tatities, convener) in arcat anB <^eneral Court, anD it 10 fjere&g

enaftCD bg 3Utf}0?it|) of tbCfame, That from henceforth the faid Fair fhall

be kept and held in Briftol aforefaid within this Province, upon the third

Wednefday, Thurfday and Friday in May, and on the third Wednefday, Thurfday

and Friday in OSlober annually for ever, and at no other Time -, any Law,
Cuftom or Ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

Preamble.

CHAP. XIII.

An A£t for Regulation of Seamen.

W^

Una thereof :

''HEREAS great Lofs and Damage is frequently occafioned to Trade and

Navigation by Seamen defcrting their Employ or Voyage they are entered

upon ; or being taken offfrom the fame by Arreft and Reflraint for Debt, orpre-

For Remedy whereof :



Anno Regni GULlELMI et MARIiE, Regis et Rcgina, Quinto. 1693.

teamen* ^t^ulmmtiU^. 53

3It 10 DccIatcD anD enacten bp t^z (^oijecnour, Council anrsEeprc^

fentatities in (General Court aitemtJlen, ann tsp tfjc autfjojitp of tf3C

fani0. That if any Innkeeper, Viftualler, Seller of Wine or (Irong Liquors,

Shop-keeper, or any other Perfon whatibever, fhall truft or give Credit to any No Mam'ncr

Mariner or Seaman belonging to any Ship or other VeflTe], without the Know- "''
'^'^^"]f",

'°

ledge and Allowance of the Mafter or Commander thereof; no Prccefs or ^r an7 Debt
Attachment for any Debt fo contra6ted without Knowledge and Allowance as madewhi;ft

aforefaid, fliall be grrirrce-ti again il or ferved upon fuch Mariner or Seaman, he belong* to

until he Ihall have perform.ed the Voyage he is then entered upon, and be dif- ^ '''•
''

charged of the fame : And every Procefs granted contrary hereunto, and

ferving thereof, (hall be deemed and adjudged utterly void in Law : And any

Juftice of the Peace within the fame County before whom it (hall be made
appear, that any Mariner or Seaman belonging to any Ship or Veffel, is com-
mitted or reftrained upon Procefs granted for any Debt or Pretention of Debt
made whilft fuch Mariner or Seaman was engaged and aftually entred and in

pay on any Voyage, fliall forthwith order his Relsafe

.

ana Ise it fuct&ct cnaacn tip tfjc aut!)0?it-^ afoicfaiB, That if the PenaUy en

Mafter or Commander of any Ship or other Veffel, fhall fhip any Seaman, M^ftersShip.

knowing him to be firft entertained and fhip'd on Board another Ship or Vef- ^"(fcnteTtaif-

fel, or after Notice thereof given him, fhall not forthwith difmlfs-Jiim ; every ed on board

fuch Mafter or Commander fo offending, being thereof convicted, iliall for- another Ship,

feit and pay the Sum of Five Pounds •, one Moiety thereof to the Ufe of the
''

Poor of the Town where the Offence was committed, and the other Moiety to

him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame, by A6lion, Bill, Plaint or „ p _

Information in any Court of Record ; and fuch Seaman fo fhipping himfelf, nalty.

fhall forfeit and pay the Value of one Months Wages that he fhall fo agree for,

to be recovered, employed and difpofed of in manner as aforefaid.

SnB fUrtfjCr it 10 Cnaftetl, That if any Mariner or Seaman having Seamen de-

fhip'd himfelf on Board any Ship or other Veffel to proceed in any Voyage, fining fhcir

and under pay ('the fame being made to appear by hisHand fet to the Mafter's
f^"'"onj^^^

Book, or other Writing of fuch Agreement ) fhall negleft his Attendance and "''^"
""

Duty on Board, and abfent himfelf from his faidService, uponComplaint there-

of made to any Juftice of the Peace within the fame County, fuch J^iftice is

hereby impoweredto convent fuch Mariner or Seaman before him •, and upon
Conviction of his fo abfenting himfelf as aforefaid, to commit him to Prifon,

that fo he may be fecured and forth-coming to proceed on the Voyage he has

fo agreed to, and to be delivered by Order of the Juftice that committed him,
or fome other Juflice in the fame County.

CHAP. XIV.

An A6t to preventDefault of Appearance
of Reprefentatives to ferve in the

General AfTembly.

11/HERE AS there has been a NegleSl in fome Sheriffs in Ohfervance of their Preamble.,

Majefties Writ to them dire£ied, for the convening and holding of a
Creat and General Court or AJfembly, timely to iffue forth their Precepts unto the

feveral "Towns within their Bailiwick or Precindt,/(?r the choojkg of Reprefenta-

tives to ferve in the Great and General Court or Affembly, and have alfo not taken

due Care to have Returns of their faid Precepts. And forafmuch as manyPerfons
eleSied for Reprefentatives., and having Summons, are not careful to give their

Attendance accordingly in due "Time ; 'whereby the publick Affairs for their

JS'fajeJiies Service are prejudiced :

For Remedy whereof

:

^?
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TBe it enaaeti tp x\)Z (Sotierncur, Council anu Eeprcfcntatities
in General Comt affcmtilet!, anti tp t!)e autf)o?itp of tf)C fame, it \%

OlOaineD anO Cna&CD, That every Sheriff upon Receipt of their Majefties

Writ for the convening and holding of a Great and General Court or Af-
fembly, fhall forthwith make out his Precepts under hisSeal in Form as byLaw
is direfted, unto the Selecl-Men of the feveral Towns within his County, and
caufe the fame to be fafely conveyed and delivered unto one or more of fuch

Seled-Men, within the fpace of feven Days at furthefh next after his Receipt
of fuch Writ as aforefaid ; and fhall likev/ife take effeftual Care fof

having his Precepts returned to him again from the faid Towns refpeftively,

with what fliall be done purfuant thereto, by the Day therein prefixed,

and caufe the fame to be brought in to the Secretaries Office as by Writ
he is commanded.
And the Seleet-IMen ofeach Town uponReceipt of the SheriffsPrecept, fhail

caufe the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the faid Town duly qualifyed as

in the faid Precept is mentioned, to be affembled and meet at fuch time and
Place as theSeleft-Men or the majorPart of them fhall appoint,to ele£l and de-

pute one or more Reprefentatives for fuch Tov/n, as by Law they may, and
fhall caufe the Perfon or Perfons fo elefted and deputed by the major Part of
the Eleflrors prefent at fuch Meeting, to be timely notified and fum^moned by
one or more of the Conftables of the faid Town, to attend their Majefties

Service in the Great andGeneral Court or Affembly, upon the Day, and at the

Time and Place appointed for holding of the fame : And the Seleft-Men or

the major Part of them, fhall make Return of fuch Eleftion under their

Hands upon the faid Precept or annexed thereto, in Manner and Form as by
Law is prefcribed ; and caufe the fame to be delivered unto the Sheriff of the

County, at or before the Day therein prefixed for return of the fame ; on
Pain that every Sheriff neglecting his Duty in any of the Particulars before

mentioned, Ihall forfeit and pay the Sum of Fifty Pounds.

And every Seleft-Man or Conftable in any Town neglefting his Duty in

any of the Particulars before mentioned, Ihall incur the Pain and Forfeiture

of Five Pounds.

And every Sheriff fliall be allowed for his Trouble and Charge in fending

out his Precepts, Forty Shillings, to be paid out of the County Treafury.

And the Seled-Men to be paid by the Town for the Charge of returning

their Precept, for which fhall be paid three Pence a Mile.

anu Ijc it futt'oei' enafteD bp tjbe ^ut&oiitp afo?efaiu, That every

Perfon eleded to ferve as a Reprefentative for any Town in any Great and Ge-
neral Court or Affembly, ^nd being fummoned thereto, Hiall give his Atten-

dance at the faid Court on the firft Day appointed for theCourts fitting (without

reafonable and juft Excufe for his Abfence, being made and allowed of by the

Houfe of ReprefentativesJ onPain of forfeiting the Sum oi FortyShillings ; un-

lefs fuch Perfon being prefent at the Eledion, Ihall declare unto the Affembly

his Non-acceptance of the Service; or upon Notice thereof given him, fhall

forthwith fignify his Non-acceptance unto the Seled-Men by Writing under his

Hand : In which cafe the Seled-Men fliall call the Town together again to

eled a new, that fo they may enjoy their Privilege.

That not any Town in this Province fhall chufe any Reprefentative, unlefs

fuch be a Freeholder and Refident in that Town or Towns, fuch are chofen

to reprefent.

And if any Perfon not duly qualified according to Law, fliall prefume to

Vote in the Choice of Reprefentatives, one or more for any Town ; or fhall

put in more than one Vote for any one Perfon in fuch Choice, being thereof

convided ; he fliall forfeit and pay the Sum of Five Pounds, one Moiety there-

of unto their Majefties for and towards the Support of the Government, and

the other Moiety to him or them that fliall inform and fue for the fame.

,
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All Perfons fhall put in their Votes unfolded to the Seleft-Men or Confla-

bles appointed to receive the fame.

And that where any Perfon offering to give in his Votes for Reprefentatives

in any Town, fliall be queftioned by the Seleft-Men of the faid Town as to Vorcrs

his being capable by Charter to vote -, the faid Perfon or Perfons giving his or
[^'^^[""oljh.

their Oath that they are bond fide worth forty Pounds Sterling, or an Eftate of

Freehold to the Value oi forty Shillings per Annum, before a jufticeof the

Peace, or in the Abfence of a Juftice of the Peace, before the Town-Clerk,who

is hereby impowred to adminifter the fame, he or they fhall be accounted capa-

ble of voting, and put in his or their Votes accordingly.

All Fines and Forfeitures arifing for Breach of this Acl or any Branch thereof, F'"«.^.
^^^^^

and not otherwife therein before difpofed of,fliall be unto their Majefties, for and ^ow "o'^be

towards theSupport of theGovernment ; and be recovered byA6lion,Bill,Plaint, difpofed.

or Informadon in any of their Majefties Courts of Record.

Acts and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in Neiv-England, Begun at Bofion, the eighth Day of

November 1693. And continued by Adjournment unto the fourteenth

Day of February following.

CHAR I.

An Adfor thebetter RuleandGovernment
of the Indians in their feveral Places and
Plantations.

To the Intent that the Indians may be forwarded in Civility and Chriftianity ; Preamble.

and that Drunkennefs, and other Vices be the more effeEltially fupprejfed

mnongfi them :

'

TBe it enaften antj o^naineD lip tU (Soticmour, Council ano Ee^
prefentati^es in (General Court affembleD, anuitis cnaaeBiiptlie commiffio-

^UtbO?itg of ttiC fame, That his Excellency the Governour, by and with the n:r. ro be_

Advice and Confent of the Council, may, and is hereby impowred to Appoint
^'''"''"/par

"

and CommilTionate one or more difcreet Perfons within feveral Parts of this Pro- j^ ^ave the
'

vince, to have the Infpeftion and more particular Care and Government of the more panicu-

Indians in their refpeftive Plantations •, and to have, ufe, and exercife thePower '^rc Care and

of a Juftice of the Peace over them, in all Matters Civil and Criminal ; as well ^fX'S«,
for the hearing and determining of Pleas betwixt Party and Party, and to award

Execution thereon ; as for the examining, hearing and punilhing of criminal

Offences, according to the Adls and Laws of the Province, fo far as the Power
of a Juftice of Peace does extend. As alfo to nominate and appoint Confta-

bles, and other proper and neceffary Officers amongft them.

2ni5 te it furt&er enafteo bg tfje auti)0?itp afoiefaio, That no Per-

fon c- ?::!'; AS whcfoever, Ihall diredtly or indireftly, fell, truck, barter, or give
fjj|ng''ftron.

to any indiar;, any ftrong Beer,Ale, Cider, Perry,Wine, Rum, Brandy, or other Drink to
'^

ftrong ycJuors,by whatName or Names foever called or known ; on Pain of for- Indians-

fe'ting the Sum offorty Shillings for every Pint -, and proportionably for any
grea.ter orXeffer Qiiantity fj fold, truck'd, bartered, given or delivered to any
Indian diredllv or indireftly as aforefaid ; upon Conviction thereof before a

H Juftice
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Juftice of the Peace, where the Penalty does not exceed /cr/y Shillings ; and if

it exceed thatSum at theSeffions of the Peace, to be holden for the fame County
where the Offence is committed : one Moiety of allfuch Forfeitures to be unto
their Majefties, for and towards the Support of the Government •, and the other
Moiety to him or them that fhali inform and profecute the lame, byBill,Piaint,

or Information. And if the Offender be unable, or fhall not forthv/ith pay and
fatisfy the faid Penalty or Forieiture, then to be committed to the Goal of the
County ; there to remain until he pay and fadsfy the fame, or fufFer twoMonths
Imprilbnment.

Provided, ThisAcl fhall not be intended or extend,to reftrain anyAft ofCharity
for relieving any Indian {bona fide) in any fudden Exigent orFaintnefsor Sick-
nefs, not to exceed one or two Drams ; or by Prefcription of fome Phyficianin
wridng, or by the Allowance of a Juftice of Peace.

Andfor the betterDifcovery offuch ill difpofed Perfons, who through Greeditiefs

of filthy Lucre, faall privately fell, or deliver ftrong Liquors, or firong Drink, to

any Indian or Indians : {of which it is difficult to obtain pofitive Evidence, other

than the Accufation offuch Indian or Indians.^ And to the Patent that Murders,
and other Outrages frequently occafioned thereby, may be prevented :

3It is OrDainetl anti CnafteD, That the Accufation and Affirmation ofany
1/idlan Accn- Indian, with other concurring Circumftances ; amounting to an high Prefump-

concu'rri'n"'^
tion in the Difcretion of the Court, or Juftices ; who have Cognizance of the

Circumftan- ^^^^ ' i^^^ Accufer and the Accufed being brought Face to Face at the Time
ces,ro amount of Trial) fhall be accounted and held to be a legal Conviftion of the Perfon fb
to a Corma - accufed, of giving, felling or delivering "Wine, Rum, or any other firong Drink

&c^
" "^ *' or Liquors to fuch Indian ; unlefs the Party accufed fhall acquit him or her

felf thereof upon Oath -, which the Court, or Juftice refpeftively are hereby im-

powred to require, and adminifter unto the Perfon accufed, in Form following :

'that is to fay.

Form of the '\7'0UA.B. do Sivear, That neither your felf, nor any other by your Order,

O-iili. \^ general or particular, Afjent, Privity, Knowledge or Allowance, dire£ily or

indireSlly, did give, fell or deliver, any^Wine, Cider, Rum, or other ftrong Liquors

or Drink, by whatName or Names foever called or known, unto the Indian by whom
and whereof you are 7iow accufed. So help you GOD.

Srrong D.ink
^^"^ fUttifjet it liS enafteU, That it fhall and may be lawful to and for

foQnd^with any Perfon or Perfons to feize any "Wine, ftrong Liquors or Cider, which he or

Indians, to be they may find in the Cuftody of any Indian, not obtained byAllowance asafore-
(cized.

f^^^ . ^Qtj^gj. ti-i^f^ Cider made of Fruit of their ownGrowth) and to deliver the

fame unto the Conftable, or one or more of the Seleft-Men of the Town,where

the fame iliall be feized ; to and for the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town ; and

to apprehend fuch Indian, and to caufe him or her to be conveyed before the

next Juftice of the Peace, to be examined, where and of whom they had fuch

ftrong Drink.

/»i)w/ccx,
-^""^ ^'^^''y Indian convifted of Drunkennefs, ftiall forfeit and pay unto the

vfa'sd^of' Ufe of the Poor of the Town or Place where liich Offence is committed, the

Drunkennefs. Sum oifive Shillings ; or elfe be openly whipped by theConftable of fuch Town
or Place or fome other that he fhall procure, not exceeding ten Lafhes ; as the

Juftice of Peace before whom fuch Conviftion is, fhall determine.

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

An Aft for the Relief of Idiots and
diftradecl Perfons

f\\\±€ it enaacti bp tfjc mummi. Council, anD iReprcfentatiijes o^'^J;^,'"^'"

Jlf% iiK^encral Court alTemtlen, antibp tlje aut'ooiity oftlje fame, ,hc poor, -o
jiiiHir

'pj^at when and lb often as it fhall happen any Ferfon to be naturally .nalte nccrfTi-

wanting of Underilanding, fo as to be uncapable to provide for him or herlelf : p' ^'°':i^?."

or by the Providence of God, fhall fall into Diftra(fi:ion,and become non compos
"f'ljfgt, ^apj

mentis ; and no Relations appear that will undertake the Care of providing for diftraaed

them ; or that ftand in fo near a Degree as that byLaw they may be compelled Perfons.

thereto : In every fuch Cafe, the Select-Men or Overfeers of the Poor of the

Town or Peculiar where fuch Perfon wa? born, or is by Law aninhabitant •, be,
'^'!d'"°"3l

and hereby are impowered and enjoined to tal<;e effectual Care, and make ne- . j ^^^ ,_

cefiary Provifion for the Relief, Support, and Safety of fuch impotent or

diftrafted Perfon, at the Charge of the Town or Place v/hereto he or fhe of

Right belongs -, if the Party has not Eftate of his or her own, the Incomes

whereof may be fufficient to defray the fame : And the Juftices of the Peace Court of

within the fame County, at their General Seffions, may order and difpofe the Qaartcr Seffi-

Eftate of fuch impotent or diftrafted Perfon to the beft Improvement and Ad- °"^
p°f-°'^'^^f

vantage towards his or her Support ; asalfo thePerfon to any properWork orSer- (^"^^^ pcrfons

vice,he or fhe may be capable to be employed in ; at theDifcretion of the Seleft- for Improve-

Men or Overfeers of the Poor. And v/here the Eftate of any fuch Perfon ment.

confifts of Houfing or Land, in every fuch Cafe the Juftices of the Superiour

Court of Judicature, upon Application to them made, may, and hereby are

impowered to licenfe and authorize the Sele6t-Men or Overfeers of the Town '^^f^
Jufiices

orPlace whereto fuch Perfons belongs -, or fuch others as the faid Juftices fhall "^^ Cou"?r"o
think fit, to make Sale of fuch Houfing or Land ; the Produce thereof upon Licenfe the

Sale to be fecured, improved and employed to and for the Ufe, Relief and Sale of Hon-

Safety of fuch impotent or diftrafted Perfon, (as the faid Juftices fliall direftj
^j "jj°(^j.aaed

as long as fuch Perfon fhall live ; or until he or fhe be reftored to be of found Pcrfon! in

Mind. And the over-plus (if any bej to and for the Ufe of the next and cafe,

right Heirs of fuch Party.

And the like Power and Authority is hereby granted unto the Juftices of the

Superiour Court, with Reference to any Perfon orPerfons now underDiftraftion

or non compos mentis^ as well for the fatisfying of the Charges already paft, as

for what may be future, for the Support, Relief and Safety of any fuch

Perfon.

H 2 ACTS
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A£l:s and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetls-Bay in Netu-England, Begun and Held at Bofion, the thirtieth

Day of May, 1694.

CHAP. III.

An A(S for afcertainiog the Fees of the

Meffenger attending the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives.

A|j^€ it enacteD ano omatneti ligW aErcelienc?) t!)e ^mzmmx,
iO Council atiD Eeptefcntatiijes in <Seneral Court aiTem&leB,

^/5r?''l
^^ ans it 10 enafteti 6p tije autljoritg of tf)e fame. That there ihaii

be paid to the Meffenger attending upon the Houfe of Reprefentatives for the

time being, out of the publick P^-evenue of this their Majefties Province, the

Sum of Three Shillings per Diem, for every Day that the faid Meffenger fliall

attend upon, or be employed in the Service of the faid Houfe of Reprefenta-

s. s. for Scr- tives. And further,that the faid Meffenger fhall, and may demand,recover and
iice of a receive, of all and every Perfon arrefted, imprifoned, or taken into Cuftody by
Warrant of Warrant from the Houfe of Reprefentatives, Three Shillings for the Service of

'

fuch Warrant of Arreft, with travelling Fees, after the Rate of three Pence per

Travelling Mile out, and alfo three Shillings per Diem forfafe keeping and providing for

Fees 5^ per fuch Perfon fo apprehended and taken into Cuftody ; and three Shillings more
]\Iile out. ypoj^ the Difmiffion or Releafe of the Party : Any Law, Cuftom or Ufage to

5 i. pr Diem the Contrary notwithftanding ; except it be a Member of the Houfe that is Co

*on^nCufioT
^^'^^ ^°''' ^"^ ^'^'^^ ^^'^ •^'^'^^ ^'^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^''^ ^^ "-^^ Houfe Ihall appoint.

^eriifj &c. 3nD it is i^ete&P furtf)et neClareB, That the travelling Fees mentioned
rravelling in the Aft for regulating Fees, allowed to Sheriffs, Marlhals, or Conftables for
Fces.^oniy ; li ^he Service of Writs, is to be alike underftood of three Pence per Mile from
f(r niio t.

j-jQj-i-|g^ ^m;j jjQ more.

Dkm.

CHAP. IV.

An Acft againft Adultery and Polygamie,

'%'K'J HEREAS the Violation of the Marriage Covenant is highly -provoking to
Prsamble; y \ Qq^^ ^nd deftrumve to Families :

IBz it t!)erefoie cnacteB bg tlie (^o^ctnout, Council anti IRepre*

fentatities in (General Court affem&ieD, anB 65 tfje autl)0?itg of tlje

fame. That if any Man be found in Bed with another Man's Wife, the Man
and Woman fo offending, being thereof convifted, fliall be feverely Whip'd,
not exceeding thirty Stripes ; unlefs it appear upon Trial, that one Party was

furprized and did not confent -, which fhall abate the Punifliment as to fuch

Party.

And if any Man fhall commit Adultery, the Man and Woman that fhall be

Punifhmcnt convifted of fuch Crime before their Majefties Juftices of Affize and General
for Adul- Goal Delivery, fliall be fet upon the Gallows by the fpace of an Hour, v/ith a
tersrj. Rope about their Neck, and the other End caft over the Gallows , and in the

^^^ay-
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Way from thence to the common Goal, fhall be leverely whipt, not exceeding

forty Stripes each : Alfo every Perfon and Perfons fo offending, fhall for ever

after wear a Capital A of two Inches long, and proportionable bigneis, cutout

in Cloth of a contrary Colour to their Cloaths, and fewed upon their upper

Garments, on the out-fide of their Arm, or on their Back, in open View. And

if any Perfon or Perfons, having been convifted and fentenced" for liichOffence,

lliall at any time be found without their Letter fo worn, during their Abode in

this Province, they fhall by Warrant from a Juilice of Peace, be forthwith ap-

prehended, and ordered to be publickly whipt, not exceeding fifteen Stripes ;

and fo from Time to Time, toties quotics.

anU be it furt!)Ct enacteD iJi? tf)e aut!)0|it]? afoigfaiQ, That if any Poiygamir to

Perfon and Perfons within this their Majefties Province being married,or which he pnnifhcd

hereafter fliall marry, do at any Time after the firft of July in this prefentYear, ^' P'^'o")'-

One Thoufandfix Hundred ninety four, prefume to marry any Perfon or Perfons,

the former Husband or Wife being alive ; or fliall continue to live fo married,

that then every fuch Offence fliall be Felony ; and the Perfon and Perfons fo

offending fhall fuffer Death, as in Cafes of Felony : And the Party andParties

fo offending, fhall receive fuch and the like Proceeding, Trial and Execution,

in fuch County where fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall be apprehended, as if the

Offence had been committed in fjch County where fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall

be taken or apprehended.

Provided always. That this Aft or any Thing therein contained,fhalInotex- Saving for

tend to any Perfon or Perfons whofe Husband or Wife fhall be continually re- Perfonswhere

maining beyond the Seas, by the fpace of feven Years together •, or whofeHus-
y^l/^^'^^Mh'

band or Wife fhall abfent him or her felf, the one from the other, by the fpace gbfent (^^cn

of feven Years together in any Part within their Majefties Dominions, or elfe Years, ©=<,-.

where ; the one of them not knowing the other to be living within thatTime. 1° /^-ca. 11.

Provided alfo. That this Aft or anyThing therein contained, fliall not extend .

to any Perfon or Perfons, that are or fhall be at the Time of fuch Marriage di-
p^rf",^, ^[.

vorced by any Sentence had, or hereafter to be had, as the Law ofthe Province vorced, or

in that Cafe has provided ; or to any Perfon or Perfons, where the former married Kith-

Marriage has been, or hereafter fiiall be, by fuch Sentence had, declared to be '" '^^ ^S= °^

Void and of no Effeft : Nor to any Perfon or Perfons, for or by Reafon of any

former Marriage had or made, or hereafter to be had or made within the Age

of Confent : ^hat is to fay^ The Man fourteen Years of Age, the Woman
twelve.

Ads and Laws^

Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Maffachufetts-Bay inNe'W-England,hcgun ^iBofion the thirteenth Day oiMay,

1694. and continued by Adjournments unto the fixteenth Day of OElober

following.

CHAP. V.

AnA£tto enableTowns, Villages, and Pro-

prietors in Common and Undivided
Land?, &f, to fue and be fued.

WHEREAS amongft other Things in their Majefiies Royal Charter for ^

Incorporation of this Province •, It is contained and granted in thefe

Words following : That is to fay, " Provided neverthelefs. And we

\\ do for Us, OurHeirs and SuccefforSjgrant and ordain, that all and every fuch
" Lands,
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~~

" Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments and other Eftatcs, v/hich any Perfoa
" or Perfons, Bodies Politick or Corporate,Towns, Villages,Colleges orSchools,
" Do hold and enjoy, or ought to have, hold and enjoy within the Bounds
" aforefaid, by or under any Grant or Eftate, duly made or granted by any
" General Court formerly held, or by Virtue of the Letters Patent herein be-
" fore recited, or by any other lawful Right or Title whatfoever ; fhall be by
" fuch Perfon or Perfons, Bodies Politick and Corporate, Towns, Villages,

" Colleges or Schools, their refpective Lleirs, Succeiibrs and Afllgns for ever.

" hereafter, held and enjoyed according to the Purport and Intent of fuch ref-.

4 ;^. & /)/.
" pe£live Grant, i^c.

03. 15. Andwhereas by one ASi of theGeneralCourtEntitled,knAdi for theRegulating

oiTovn-\M^%,i^c. Ajnojigft otherThings., %i iS CIiaftCD,That the Proprietors of
12 A. ca, 2. theUndlvidedorCommonLands within eachTown or Precinct in thisProvince,

where the fame have been heretofore ftated each one's Proportion being known,
il:iall,and hereby are impowred to order,improve or divide in fuchWay andMan-
ner, as fliall be concluded and agreed upon by the major Part of thelnterefted.

And the Proprietors of all Undivided or Common Lands not ftated and pro-

portioned as aforefaid, fhall and hereby are impowred to manage, improve, di-

vide and difpofe of the fame, as hath been or fhall be concluded and agreed on
by the major Part of fuch Proprietors.

Now for the better enabling the faid Perfons, Towns, Villages, T'riiftees for
Schools and Proprietors aforefaid, to maintain, recover and defend their Grants^

Lands, Interefis, and Eftates :

Perfon,, '^t it cnaftcti anij Beclaren ^)> t&e ©oijernour, Council anti Ec^
Towm.viiia- prefcntatitics, in General Court affem&leD, anD&gt|)eautf)0iit2 0f
gcs.S'c. to fue

t;f)g fgniC, That it fnall and may be lawful for all and every the faid Perfons,

an '^'c

""^ '" Towns, Villages, Precinfts, Truitees for Schools and Proprietors in Commoa
^

°^^
' and Undivided Lands, Grants, and other Eftates orlnterefts whatfoever,to fue,

commence and profecute any Suits or Aftions in any Court proper to try the

fame,either by themfelves or their Agents or Attorneys, to be appointed by fuch

as have in them the major Part of the Intereft : And in like Manner to defend

all fuch Suits and Aftions as fhall be commenced againil them or anyof them.~

9nti fuvt{)Ct hz it cnaften i)? tU autfjoiitg afoiefaiD, That all and

Towns Vil-
^'^^ry Town, Village and Precinft, and Proprietors in Common or Undivided

lagcj, he. ro Lands, which fliall have Occafion to fue or Ihall be fued ; may at a Meeting of
chofe Agents the Inhabitants of fuch Town, Village or Precinft, or Proprietors aforefaid,
or Ajtorneys orderly warned, by the major Vote of fuch as fliall meet, choofe Agents or

fo/oVdeTend Attornies ID profecute for, or defend them, fuch Choice being certiSed by the

them. Clerk of fuch Town, Village, Frecinft or Proprietors, or by fuch other Perfon

2 G. ca. 7. as they fliall appoint.

And when any Town, Village, Precind or Proprietors aforefaid, fliall be
How Sum- fued, it fliall be fufhcient Nodce to oblige them to appear and anfwer, to leave
moti!! fliall b: ^ Yv^/n or Summons with their Clerk or other principal Inhabitant or Proprie-

li-'c Towns" ^^^' ^briefly declaring the Cafe) fourteen Days before the fitting of the Court,

py-f.to anfwer. where the Cafe is to be heard ; as in other A6lions is provided.

CHAP. VI.

An A£t for regulating Ferries.

Preamb! TO the Intent that all Ferries within this Province he duly kept, and confiantly

attended for the Ends whereunto they are appointed :

Addi ionai ^^ it enaScD t3|? tfie (Sobernouc, Council anD Eeprcfentatiues in

Aftn (General Court alTemMcD, ano b]? tJje autl)0?itp of tYjZ fame, That
S If^. C3. p. henceforth no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, fhall attempt to keep a Ferry (fo

9 ^' "=3- i^- as to demand Pay) without fpecial Licence firft had and obtained from their

Yg. cT. Q Majefties Juftices in Quarter Seflions of that County where fuch Ferry is ; who

II G ca. 7.
are
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are hereby Impowred to grant Licences to fuch Perfons as they fhall judge meet Fcrrv-mcn to

for that Service, in their refpeftive Counties •, and to ftate the Fare or Prices of ^'^
r'c"o4r-

each Ferry, both for iVlan and Bead, according to the Nature and Breadth of
t^,. scfTioun.

fuch River, or Water they are to pafs over ; taking Bond of each Ferry- Man
for the faitliful Difcharge of his Place Cexcept fuch Ferries as are already ftated Togi.'cBond-

and fettled, either by the Couit or Towns to whom they appertain : ) And all

Ferry-Men are hereby enjoined to keep a good Boat or Boats in good Repair,

fuitable to the Waters they are to ferry over ; and alfo to give ready and due

Attendance on Fafiengers upon all Occafions ; on Penalty of five Shillings for Penalties for

every Default of Non-Attendance ; and for want of a good Boat kept in good N"" attcn-

Repair to pay five Pounds ; the one Half to their Majefties for and towards
not""ccpin£:

the Support of the Government, the other Half to him or them that fliall in- good Boats.

form and fue for the fame, before a Juftice of the Peace, or at the Quarter

SefTions refpedtively, befides what Damage may accrue to any Perfon through

the Ferry-Man's Default.

^ntl furtbEt it 10 CnafteD, That the General Poft that is fetled for their Peiialcy for

Majefties, and the Countries Service, be readily difpatched, and fet over by all delaying the

Ferry-Men where they fhall come without any Delay. And if any Ferry-Man

fhall be complained of, and duly convifted before any Juftice of the Peace, for

delaying any Poft, and not forthwith ferrying of him over, he fhall forfeit the

Sum of T'-iSenty Shillings unto their Majefties for and towards the Support of

the Government.

And that Boats be conftantly kept on either Side of theWater at Charleftown

Ferry, for the more fpeedy Tranfportion of Paflengers, the Ferry-Men on each y^"^^^^

Side to have a feperate Intereft ; and that the Ferry be not from henceforth Ferriage fr:e.

Leafed out otherwife. And all the Members of the General Affembly fhall be

Ferriage free at all Ferries in their pafTing to and from theAfTembly, and fhall

be tranfported without any unneceflary Delay, on pain of forfeiting Twenty

Shillings as abovefaid.

ACTS
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62 %'^n Judfces to :ii)|otim a Court.

Power for

Adjourning

of Court).

Ads and Laws,

Paired by the Great and General Court or Affcmbly of the Province of the
Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun at Boflon the thirtieth Day of
May 1694, and continued by feveral Adjournments unto the twenty-
feventh Day of February following.

CHAP. I.

An A6t to enable tvro Juftices to Adjourn a

Court upon fpecial Occafions.

Aij^C it enafteD tjp tbe lieutenant <©oi3crnour, Council anD
•Jyj EeprefcntatitJes in (General Court alTembleQ, ana t)g t^e 9u^^"^ t&oiitg of tlbC fame, That when and fo often as it fliall happen the

Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Afilze and General Goal Delivery, or

the Inferiour Court of Pleas, in any of the refpeclive Counties within this Pro-

vince cannot be held and kept on the Day by Law prefixed for the holding of

the fame, by Reafon of Death or Sicknefs befalling any of the Juftices of fuch

Court, or any providendal necelTary and unavoidable Let or Hindrance of their

Attendance ; it fhall and may be lawful to and for any Two of the Juftices of

fuch Court refpeftively by Writ under their Hands and Seals direfted unto the

Sheriff of the County, therein inferdng the Occafion thereof, to Adjourn the

faid Court unto a further Day, as in the faid Writ fliall be cxpreffed, at as little

Diftance of Time as poffibly may be from the Day whereon by Law theCourt

fhould have fat, that fo Juftice be not deferred or delayed : And the Sheriff

upon Receipt of the faid Writ, fhall caufe Publication to be made of the

fame at the ufual Place of the faid Court's fitting, and fome other of the moft
publick Places within the fame County, and alfo to caufe a Signification offuch

Adjournment, and the Time unto wliich it is made, to be pofted up at ornear

the Houfe or Place where the faid Court ufes to fit, and other publick Places as

aforefaid ; to the Intent that unneceffary Travel, Charge and Attendance of all

Perfons concerned may be prevented. And the Sheriff is to Return fuch Writ
with his Doings thereon into the Clerk's Office of fuch Court : And all Pleas,

Writs, Adions, Suits, Plaints, Procefs, Precepts, Recognizances and other

Thing and Things v/hatfoever Returnable or having Day or Days in the faid

Court, fhall ftand, abide and continue unto the faidAdjournment, and be held,

deemed and adjudged to be as good, effecftual and available in Law to all In-

tents, Conftruftions and Purpofes, as if fuch Court had been held and kept on

the Day by Law for holding of the fame, and no Adjournment thereof had

been made.

Preamble,

CHAP. II.

AnAa for the more effectual fupprefling of

Drunkennefs, and putting in Execution

theLaws againft fuch as Ihall prefume to

fell ftrong Drink without Licence-

WHEREAS divers Perfojis that ohtain Licence for the Retailing of Wine

andftrong Liquors out of Doors only, andnot to be fpent or drank in their

Houfes, do notwithftanding take upon them to give Entertainment to Perfons tofit

Drinking and lipling then j and others who have no Licence at all^ are yet fo

hard^
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hardy as to run upon the Law, in adventuring to fell without ; tending to thegreat

increafe of Drunkennefs and other Debaucheries : fuch Houfes not falling under

the InfpeSiion of Officers, as thofe that are Licenced :

TBc it t})erefore enafteu ^t tfic lieutenant <5oi3crnour. Council Reraiier. w
anD iReprefentatitJes, in <S5cheral Court alTemijleii, anQ tip t!3e au= ff" "° "''?'=,'

tbOlity of tj)C fame. That from and after the Fubhcation hereof, every Per-
^"^""'.^har

fon and Perfons now Licenced, or that fhall hereafter obtain Licence to retail
.j^^y ^^e Li-

Wine and ftrong Liquors to be fpent out of Doors, and not otherwife,who fhali cenfed to, nor

be convifted of entertaining or fuffering any Perfon or Perfons to fit drinking
J."

fuffer Per-

or tipling in their Houfes, Cellars, Backfides, or within any of the Dependen-
,°"*he°r Hou-

cies of fuch Houfes ; or of felling any other fort of Drink than what they have fg, ©>,-_

Licence for, Ihall incur and futfer the like Penalties and Forfeitures as may by

Law be inflidted upon Perfons felling without Licence : to be recovered and

employed in Manner as by the faid Law is direfted.

And all Officers as well Grand-Jurors, Conftables, Tything-Men, as the ofBcers to

Officers employed in and about thecollefting of theExcife, are hereby authorized iufpcft pub-

and required diligently to fee that this Aft be duly obferved ; and to prefent ''^'^ Houics,

and inform of all Breaches of the fame, either at the Court of General Seffions
f^rj,' as'^f-ll'^''

of the Peace, or to fome Jullice of the Peace ; who are hereby refpetlively ^ithour/

impowered to hear and determine the faid Offence according to Law : as alfo

alike to prefent or inform of any that Ihall prefume to. fell any Sort of ftrong

Drink without Licence. And it fhall and may be lawful to and for any of the

aforefaid Officers refpeclively ex officio to enter into and infpeft the Houfe of any

Perfon having once been convicted of felling without Licence, as they may by
Law into Licenced Houfes. And if any of the before-mentionedOfficers fliall

be convided of taking or receiving any Bribe, Fee or Reward, direftly or indi- Penalty for

reftly to connive at,conceal,or not to prefent or inform againftanyPerfon orPerfons receiving an/

beingLicenced to Retail for fpending out of Doors only, that fhall fuffcr Perfons Biibc,£^c.

to drink or tipple in theirHoufes or any of theDependencies thereof ; or for any

others who fhall prefume to fell without Licence •, every Officer fo offending,

ihall forfeit and pay three Times the Value of all and every fuch Sum andSums
by him received as a Bribe, Fee or Reward •, one Moiety thereof unto their

Majefties for and towards the Support of theGovernment, and the othcrMoIety

to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame in any of their Majefties

Courts of Record. And if fuch Officer be one that is employed about the

Excife, over and above the Forfeiture aforefaid, he fhall ipfo faiio be difcharg-

ed of and from his faid Office, and be rendred uncapable to be employed in

any publick Service as an Officer, by the fpace of three Years next following.

ann be it further enaSeD bp tbe amboiitp afoicfaiD, That if any Licence t©

Perfon licenced as a I'averner, Innholder or Retailer of Wine or ftrong Li- ^= lorfei-cj

quors out of Doors, ffiall tranfgrefs this Aft or any other Law of the Province r^""-^;
!,^*

made for the Regulation of fuch Houfes, in any of the Particulars therein men-
tioned, and fhall be more than twice convifted of fuch Breach of Law within

the compafs of one Year ; every Perfon fo offending, over and above the Pe-

nalty in the Law for fuch Tranfgreffion, fhall forfeit his or her Licence, not to

be renewed again by the fpace of three Years next following.

And if any Perfon or Perfons duly convifted of the Breach of Law in any
of the Particulars herein before-mentioned, or of felling without Licence, fhall tie "or ^'^ll-

be unable, or negleft to pay and fatisfy the Fine impofed byLaw for fuchTranf- icfting to ps

j

greffion ; it fhall and may be lawful to and for theCourt orjuftice before whom their Fine,

the Conviftion is, to order fuch Perfon or Perfons either to ftand committed to ^^^-^.^ ''^

the Goal of the County by the fpace of twenty Days without Bail or Main-
^""'

prize, or to be fet in the Cage, or Stocks, to remain there, not exceeding the

fpace of three Hours.
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sdea-Men ^^g jf {% futtfjet cnafteti &2 ifje ^iiti)0|it2 afc?ciaii3, ThattheSeka-
f°""'l^^^* Men in each Town fhall caufe to be polled up in all publick Houfes v/ithoi

kards &c^io ^^'^h Town, a Lift of the Names of all Perfons reputed Drunkards or common
be pofied up. Tiplers, mifpending their Time and Eftate infuch Houfes : And every Keeper

of liich Houfe after Notice given him as aforefaid, that fhall be convicted be.-

Penalty on fore one or more Juftices of the Peace of entertaining or fuffering any of the

'"h^T^Ho"- Perfons named in fuch Lift, to drink or tipple in his or her Houfe, or any of

ki giving the Dependencies thereof, fliall forfeit and pay the Sum of "T-wenly Shillings ;

them Enter- one Moiety thereof to him or them who fhall inform of the fame, and the other
tainment. Moiety to and for the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where fuch Offence fhali

be committed.

CHAP. III.

An Aft for preventing ofMensSons, or Ser-

vants abfenting themfelves from their

Parents or Matters Service withoutLeave*;

WHEREAS Complaint has been made by fundry Inhabitants of this Pro-

vince, that they have fiiftained great Damage by their Sons and Servants

deferting their Service without Confent of their Parents or Maficrs, being encoura-

ged to enter themfelves on Board private Men of War, or Merchant Ships, and,

there entertained :

For Redrefs whereof

:

15c it enaftes hp^ tfje lieutenant ^QUtmut, Council aiiB IRepre^
Penalty on fentattueg, lu Genera! Coutt afl'emlJleo, am h^ tfie autfjoitt^ of t&e
Commanders f^|rjg^ That no Commander of any private Man of War, or Matter of any

^h's&7
° Merchant Ship or Veffel, coming into, tarrying or abiding in, or going forth

for ''enter'tain- of any Port, Harbour or Place within this Province, fhall receive, harbour, en-

ing MensSons terLain,conceal or fecure on Board fuch Ship or other Veffel, or fuffer to be there
or Servants harboured or detained, any Man's Son being under Age, or Apprendce, orCo-

LeaTe*^"^
venant Servant (knowing him to be fuch, or after Notice thereof givenj with-

out Licence and Confent of his Parent or Mafter, in writing under his Hand

5 C?, ca. I. firfthad and obtained ; onPain of forfeiting theSumof^ix'Pozi;/W^perWeek,and

fo proportionably for a longer or Hiorter time than any Son, Apprentice or Ser-

vant,fhallbe held,harboured, concealed ordetained onBoard any fuchShipor other

Veflel as aforefaid, without Licence and Confent as aforefaid ; the one Moiety

thereof unto their Majefties, to be employed towards the Support of the Go-
vernment of the Province ; and the other Moiety unto the Parent or Mafter

of fuch Son, Apprentice or Servant that Ihall inform and fue for the fime, in

any of their Majefties Courts of Record within .this Province, by Bill, Plaint

or Information ; wherein no Efibin, Protection or Wager of Law Ikall be

allowed.

Penalty on ^^^ ^^
^f
MtUt tm^m tl]P tflC ^tti^Olit? aforCfaiQ,_ That everyAp-

Servaiitj de- prentice or Covenant Servant, who ftiall unlawfully abfent hirnfelf from his

ferting iheir Mafter, and enter hirnfelf on Board any Ship or Veffel as aforefaid, v/ith Intent
Makers j-q Jeave his Mafter's Service ; or condnue there more than the fpace of tv/enty-
srvi'.e.

^^^^ Hours, and be thereof convifted before their Majefties Juftices in General

Seffions of the Peace widiin the fame County •, ftiall forfeit unto his Mafter

fuch further Service from and after the Expiration of the Term which Iiisfaid

Mafter had in him at the Time of his Departure, as thefaid Court ftiall order,

not exceeding one Year.

C H A P.
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CHAP. IV.

AnAdtforGrandJurors ferving at theQuar-

ter Seffions of the Peace, andpunifliing

Defaults of Jurors Attendance.

To the Intent that due Inquiry andPrefentmcnt may he made unto the Court of

garter Sejfions of the Peace within the refpe£five Counties of all Mifde-
p^ jgn^jjjp

meanours. Offences and Breaches of Lazv, proper to the Cognizance of the

faid Court, hapning withirf^fuch County, for the fuppreffing and puniflnng of the

fame •, ayid that Jurors raay duly attend the Service for which they are chofcn :

IBz it enaftetJ bp tte Lieutenant (Soucrnour Council ant) Eeprc=

fentatipes, in General Court alTcmblcQ, ano tig tbe autljoiitp of ti)e Grand j,iror,

fame. That the Clerk of the Peace of each feveral County ihail annually, fif- to fenx a full

teen Days at leaft before the Day for holding of the Court of Qiiarter SelTions Year.

of the Peace for fuch County, ilTue out Writs direfted unto the Conftables of

the refpedive Towns within the fame ; requiring them or one of them forth-

with to warn a Meeting of the Inhabitants duly qualified by Law, for the chu-

fmg of one or more Grand Jurors, according to the Number fuch Town has

been accuftomed to fend, or otherwife fliall be appointed for them by thejufti-

ces of the faid Court ; and the Perfon or Perfons fo chofen, to warn to appear

at the next Court, and the following Courts of Qiiarter Seffions fucceffively, to

be holden for the fame County within the fpace,of one Year, and there to at-

tend the Service belonging to them •, and to rriake Return of the faid Writ
with his Doings thereon accordingly unto the faid Clerk's Office, before the

opening of the faid Court : And if any Conftable fhall fail of performing his

Duty by the faid Writ required, or feafonably to return the fame, he fliall for-

feit and pay the Sum of Forty Shillings. And the Perfons chofen and returned

as aforefaid appearing, fhall be impanelled, and fworn a Grand Inqueft for the

Body of fuch County ; and fhall continue in the faid Office for the fpace of one

full Year, and until others be chofen and fworn in their Stead : whofe Duty it

fliall be to inquire and duly prefent the Breach of all fuch good and wholefome Their D.iEy.

Laws, as are or Ihall be eftablilhed within this Province, and all fuch Mifdemea-

nours as are proper to their Inquiry, and the Jurifdiction of the faid Court.

And if any Perfon chofen to the faid Office, and fummoned by the Conftable

and fo returned by him, fhall make Default in Appearance, without reafonable F°'''y S^^''-

Excufe made, and allowed of by the Court ; the faid Court ffiall and may fet
JJj"^^' f'"=J°^

a Fine upon him, not exceeding the Sum of Forty Shillings, ; and a new Writ rance!''^^^'

fhall iffije forth unto the Town, to chufe another in hisRoom ; and fo likewife

in Cafe of the removal of any by Death, or otherwife.

ant) be it further enacten bp tbe autboiitp afo?efaiD, That if any f*:'*;. J^-^^s

Perfon or Perfons legally chofen, and fummoned to ferve upon the Petit Jury,
J!"*

''"8 Dc-

for Trials in the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affize, and General fined, notcK-

Goal Delivery, or in any of the Inferiour Courts of Common Pleas, or of Ge- cecding 20 s,

neral Seffions of the Peace, being fo returned by the Conftable under hisHand ; 5 ^- ca. 5-

fhall make Default of Appearance, and not attend the faid Service without rea-
^^^t Defau'lr

fonable Excufe made, and allowed-of by fuch Court ; every Perfon and Per- in thcAppr2-

fons fo offending, fhall be fined by the faid Court, (who are hereby impowered rancc of Jj-

thereto^ not exceeding the Sum of Twenty Shillings. ^°^*m
All Fines and Forfeitures accruing by Virtue of this Act, fhall be paid in to Rucj andFcr-

the Treafurer of the County where the fame do arife ; and be employed to- fcirurci to

wards the defraying the publick Charges of fuch County. come to ths

And in Cafe any Perfon or Perfons fentenced to pay any of the faid Fines
^'^"'y-

or Forfeitures, ffiall negleft or refufe fo to do, the fame fliall be levied by
Diftrefs and Sale of the Offenders Goods or Chattels, by Warrant from the How ro be

Court that awarded the fame, to be figned by the Clerk of the faid Court -, to- Levied.

I 2 gether
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gether with the incident Charges arifing for taking fuch Diftrefs, according to

the Fees by Law allowed for levying of Executions ; and 'Two Shillings for the

Warrant, to be paid unto the Clerk that granted the fame.

Grand Jurors And all Grand Jurors fhall be allowed by the County I'reafurer, the Sum of
Allowance, q'^g Shillings per Diem each Man, during their Attendance on any Court : the

Time to be certified unto the County Treafurer, by theClerks of the refpective

6 G. ca. 6. Courts. And no Grand Juror fhall be compelled to ferve more than one Year
in three ; nor any Petit Juror, more than at one Court within the Compafs of

a Year.

C H A P. V.
"

An hSt for fupplying the Defedis in theAd
Intitled, Aji Acl encouraging the killing

of Wolves.

iW.^M. TTVJHEREJS by theM Tntitled An Aft encouraging the killing of
3' V V Wolves, made and pajfed at the Sejfton of the GeneralAffemUy^ begun and

held at Bofton, the thirty-firft Bay of May, in the fifth Tear of their prefent Ma-
jejties Reign ; there is Provifwnfor Payment to be made unto the Perfon orPerfons

Preamble. "Joho fhall kill any grown Wolf or IVolves Whelp, out of the Town Stock, in which

fuch Wolf is killed, or of the Town lying next adjacent thereto, and that the faid

difburft, the fame being made to appear, fhall be allowed unto fuch Town, by the.

General Treafurer of the Province out of the publick Treafury.

But forafmuch as there is no particular Dire^ion in the faid Alt how or inwhat
Manner fuch Payment out of any Town Stock fhall be made appear, fo as to

jujlify the Treafurer in allowing of the fame ; and the better to prevent any Fraud
therein :

IBz it enafteu bp tbe Lieutenant (Sotiernour, Council am iRe*

pcefentatiuc0 in [©cneral Couit alTemtieD, anD tig tht gutfjoiitg

ConRablei & Of tfjC fattte, That every Perfon or Perfons killing any grownWolf or Wolfs
One or more Whelp fother than fuch as lliall be taken out of the Belly of any Bitch Wolf)'
SelcQ Men within any Town of this Province, and bringing the Head thereof unto the
^°.S"^^^" Conftable of fuch Town or of the Town next adjacent, the Conftable in the

WolveaHcadj Prefence of one or more of the Seledl-Men, fhall cut both the Ears off the

fame, and fuch Seledb-Man or Men and Conftable, flull give the Party a Re-
ceipt for the faid Head, expreffing whether it be a grown Wolf or a Whelp ;

and upon producing fuch Receipt, the Party fhall be paid and allowed by
the Seledl-Men or Treafurer of fuch Town, out of the Town Stock, for the

fame,as in and by the faidAft is diredted. And all flichPayments fo made fhall

be certified unto the Treafurer and Receiver General, under the Hands of the

major Part of the Seledl-Men in fuch Town, and Town Treafurer (where any

fuch be) or Town Clerk, in Manner following : That is to fay,

Mr. Treafurer,

Certificate to THis may certify. That there has been paid unto fundry Perfons out of the

thsTreafurer. "* Town Stock of K. for grown Wolves, and WolveslVhelps

kill'd in and near uuto our Town, fince the Day of laft paft, and

the Heads thereof brought unto our Conftables, and the Ears cut off in Prefence

of fome of our Selves, as the Law direSis, and fo certified unto us, in the whole

the Sum of Pounds which Sum we deftre you to allow unto ourTown,

by difcounting the fame with B. C. Conftable, out of the publick Affefsment, com-

mittedto him to coUeSi in our Town. Dated in A, aforefaid, the Day of
")Sele(5l-Men

S-Town-Treafurer,

3 Or,

Town Clerk.

And
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'X^n 3nfJtius to :^t)jottm a Court. "~^
3nU t>C it fUtt!)et CnafteD, That the Treafurer do caufe a competent

Number of blank Certificates in the Form abovefaid, to be printed at the pub-

lick Charge, and affix his own Seal thereto, and is hereby ordered to deliver

fo many unto the Seleft-Men of each Town and Place refpeitively, or fome

One of them, as fhall be neceflary for the Ufe of fuch Town or Place.

Adts and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or AlTembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and held at Bofpon, the tv/enty-

ninth Day of May, i 6 ^ s-

CHAP. VI.

An A£t to prevent Inceftuous Marriages.

ALTHOUGH this Court doth not take in Hand to determine lahat is the whole Preamble,

Breadth of the divine Commandment refpeEling unlawful Marriages : Tet

for preventing of that abominable DifJoojteJly and Confufion which might

otherwife happen :

OBe it enaftetJ 62 ibt Lieutenant ®ot)crnour. Council ana Eepre*

fentatitjes, in General Court aft'emiJleu, ann ijg tbe 9ut&o?itg of tf)e

fatnC That no Man ihall marry any Woman within die Degrees hereafter Degrees of

named in this Aft, That is to fay. No Man fhall marry his Grandfather's Wife, Kindred for-

Wife's Grand-Mother, Father's Sifter, Mother's Sifter, Father's Brother's Wife, ^j'*'^'" ^^*'*

Mother's Brother's Wife, Wfe's Father's Sifter, Wife's Mother s- Sifter,Father s
"*^*'

Wife, Wife's Mother's Daughter, Wife's Daughter, Son's Wife, Sifter, Brother s

Wife, Wife's Sifter, Soft's Daughter, Daughter s Daughter, Son's Son's Wife,

Daughter's Son's Wife, Wife's Son's Daughter, Wife's Daughter's Daughter,Bro-

ther's Daughter, Sifter's Daughter, Brother's Son's Wife, Sifter's Son's Wife,

Wife's Brother's Daughter, Wife's Sifter's Daughter. And if any Man have

already married, or Ihall hereafter marry, or have carnal Copuladon with any

Woman who is within the Degrees before recited in this A6t ; every fueh

Marriage fliall be and is hereby declared to be null and void. And all Chil-

dren that fhall hereafter be born of fuch incefluous Marriage or Copulation, fhall

be tor ever difabled to inherit by defcent, or by being generally named in any

Deed or Will by Father or Mother.

anU be it furtf)er enacteti bg tf)e autfjojitg afcjefaiD, That e^ery p^ri^uy foe

Man and Woman who fhall marry, or carnally know each other, being within ^u^'r^'-j Oe*
any of theDegrees before recited in thisA6t,and fhall be convi6led thereof before greea that

His Majefly's Juftices of Affize and General Goal Deliveiy ; fuch Man and flial! snarr^.'

Woman fo convided, fliall be fet upon the Gallows by the fpace of an Hour,
with a Rope about their Neck, and the other End caft over the Gallows : And
in the Way from thence to the Common Goal, fnall be feverely whipped, not

exceeding forty Stripes each. Alio every Perfon fo offending fliall forever

after wear a Capital I of two Inches long, and proportionable bignefs, cut out

in Cloth of a contrary Colour to their Cloaths, and fewed upon their upper
Garments on the outfide of their Arm, or on their Back in open View. And
if any Perfon or Perfons having been convidled and fentenced for fuchOfFence,

ihall at any Time be found without their Letter fo worn, during their Abode
in this Province, they fhall by Warrant from a Juftice of the Peace be forthwith

apprehended and ordered to be publickly whipp'd not exceeding fifteen Stripes,

aod fo from Time to Time toties quoties.
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Penalty on gnD tJC it fUtttet etiaftCD i)g ti)eautf)0?it? afO?CfaiD, That if any Man
Ibch whofc orWoman whofeMarriage is by this prefentAd; declared null and void, fliall be fo

dcclaJed^null hardy as to converfe together asMan andWife,orfhall continue to dwell in the fame

to converfe, Houfe at anyTime after the fpace of forty Days next after the Publication of this

or dwell to- prefent Aft, and be thereof convifted ; or if any Man and Woman who fhali
gcther.

hereafter be divorced, or their Marriage declared to be null and void, accord-

ing to the Law of this Province, fhall cohabit, or converfe together as Man
and Wife, and be thereof convifted, all and every fuch Perfons fhall fufFer the

Pains and Penalties mentioned in an Aft made and paffed by the Great and
General Court or Aflembly, at their Seffions begun and held the thirtieth Day
ofMry, One Thoufandfix Hundred ninety fou-r, Intitled Ai ASl againji Adul-

tery and Polygamie ; which in and by the faid Aft are fet and impofed upon
fuch as fhall be taken in Adultery. And it fhall be in the Power of the Juftices
of the Superiour Court of Judicature, to affign unto any Woman fo feperated,

fuch reafonable Part of the Eftate of her late Hufband, as in their Difcretion

the Circumftances of the Eftate may admit ; not exceeding one third Part

thereof.

And for the better preventing of Clandejiine Marriages :

4ir.&iM. 'iBe it enacteu bp tbt autfjoiitp afoiefaiD, in Addition to the Aa
ca. 10. Intitled, An ASl for the orderly Confiimmation of Marriages: That no PerfoH

Tufticci^and
o'^her than a Juftice of the Peace, and that within his own County only •, or

Minifterj not ordained Minifter, and that only in the Town where he is fettled in the
to marry Work of the Miniftry -, fhall or may prefume to join any Perfons together
Pcrfonjout of \^ Marriage : Nor fhall any Juftice or Minifter, join any Perfons in Marriage

or'Towni"re- Other than fuch, one or both of whom are Inhabitants or Refidents in fuchCoun-

fpeairely. ty or Town refpeftively ; nor without Certificate produced under the Hand of

the Clerk of the feveral Towns where the Parties refpeftively dwell, that the
Name* and Names and Intention of the faid Parties have been entred with him fifteenDays
Intention of

^gfoj-e Hand ; and that due Publication of fuch their Intention or Purpofe has

be^enTred
" ^een made, in Manner as by Law is direfted : Nor without evident Significa-

v^ith the tion that the Parents of fuch Perfons, or others whofe immediate Care or Go-
Town Clerk, vemment they are under ; are knowing of, and confenting to fuch Marriage

%

on Pain that every Juftice, Minifter, or other Perfon offending againftthisAft,

fhall for every fuch Offence forfeit and pay the Sum of Fifty Pounds ; as a Fine

Tuftices
""

^"^'^ ^""^ towards the defraying of the publickCharges, arifing within fuchCoun-

Minifters ty where the Offence is committed : To be lued for and recovered by the

offending. County Treafurer, in any of His Majefty's Courts of Record within the fame ;

by Bill, Plaint or Information : And fhall, and are hereby for ever after dif-

abled to join Perfons in Marriage ; and be further liable to the Aftion and
Suit of the Parent, Guardian, or others whofe immediate Care and Government
either of the Parties were under at the Time of fuch Marriage, that are ag-

grieved thereat and fhall profecute the fame.

Bann. forbid- SllD tlC it fUttibCr enaCtClJ, That if at any Time the Banns of Matri-

dcn, not to mony betwixt any Perfons fhall be forbidden, the Publiflier thereof fhall forbear

^n°h'M''*'^
to proceed therein, until the Matter have been duly inquired into, and heard

be hcard^&c before two of the Juftices of the fame County ; and that they certify under their

Hands, either that the Caufe was infufficient, or that it is removed.

And all Marriages fliall be Regiftred by the Town Clerk of the fame Town

Town Clerk
'^^^''^ ^^^Y ^''^ conliimmated : And every Juftice or Minifter as aforefaid, fhall

to Regiflcr return a Note or Certificate unto the Clerk of the Town, of the Names of all

Maniagei. Perfons which they fhall marry, and of the Time when, within three Months
at fartheft after Confummation of the fame 5 and fhall allow and pay out of his

3 G. ca, 4. Pee unto the Clerk for entring the fame three Fence : AriyLaw,Ulage orCuftom

to the contrary notvvithftanding.
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anD 6e itfurtbet enaaen &2 t!)e ^utfjoiitp afo?efaiQ, That if any pcn^iry on

Man fhall wear Womens Apparel ; or if any Woman fhall wear Mens Appa- ^1'" and Wo-

re], and be thereof duly convided : they fhall be corporally punifi-icd or fined,
^earccnrVa^'ry

at the Difcretion of the Quarter Seffions, not exceeding/i;^ Pounds, to the Ufe App^rd.

of the County where the. Offence is committed, towards the defraying of the

County Charges. ^

CHAP. VII.

AaAd for regulating the Affize ofShingles-

WHERE AS it has been accuftomed, that Shingles expofed to Sale, are clcfe Preamble.

packt up in Bundles, fo that the ^ality of them cannot be feen ; and do

frequently fallfhort of the due Affize and Himerjions, 'jjhereby great lujiftice may

be done :

For Remedy whereof:

IBz it cnaaets h^ t!)e lieutenant (^otiernoiit, Council antsKcpre^

fentatttseg, in General Court alTemMee, anB fjg tfje ^utfjoittg of tfje Affize of

fame, That all Shingles expofed to Sale, lliall be made of good foundTimber, Shiaglcs.

and of the following Dimenfions : 'That is to fay, EachShingie to bear eighteen

Inches or fifteen Inches in Length ; and not under three ^nd half Inches in ^' '* ^^'

Breadth ; nor under half an Inch thick,and well fhaved. All Shingles of eigh-

teen Inches and fifteen Inches refpeflively, to be made up in diilinfl: Bundles by
themfelves.

'

9nB te it furtijer enaSeB Ijg t!)e Zutbmitp aforefaio, That from and
^,j ^^. ,^^

after the firR Day of September next enfuing, no Ferfon fhall expofe to Sale any un'jicr due"

fuch Shingles, which are not of the full Dimenfions, of Length, Breadth and Affize expo-

Thicknefs aforefaid ; on pain of forfeiting every Bundle, wherein any Shingles 'ed roSa'e.-ro

fhall be found under any of the faid Dimenfions of Length, Breadth
. or ^^ ^°''^'^""'^*

Thicknefs. And if any Perfon to whom any Shingles are tendred to be fold-,

fhall defire to have to have them viewed ; upon hisApplication made to a Juftice

of Peace, fuch Juilice is hereby impowred, to make out a Warrant for the ap- „.

pointing and authorizing Ibme able Houfe-Carpenter, to view and meafure the
ji^^ pggp" ^^

fame ; and to adminifter an Oath unto him, to deal faithfully and impardally appoint a

therein : and in the Prefence of the Owner orVender of fuch Shingles (if; he fee Viewer.

Caufe to be there) to perform the faid Service ; and to make Seifure of all fuch

Bundles of Shingles, in which there fhall be any found under the full Dimen-

fions above-mentioned, in anyPardcular thereof. And upon fuch Return made

. by the faid Officer under his Hand, to the Juflice who granted the Warrant, ^-.'^^'^"''=

fuch Juftice fhall declare the faid Shingles to be forfeited ; and caufe them to
f^';'"| ^to fa-

be delivered unto the Sele£l-Men or Overleers of the Poor of the Town, where ro tlie'ufe of

they are offered to Sale ; to be employed to and for the Ufe of the Poor of the Poor,

fuch Town : The Charges of viewing, being firfb defrayed and anfwered for

out of the fame -, but where there appears no Defects, the Perfon at whofe De-

fire the Survey is appointed, fnall anfwer the whole Charge thereof.

CHAP. VIII.

An Ad: for the better Settlements of the

Iflands of Martha sVineyard^ and Iflands

iacent.adj^

'C it enacteB bg tfje lieutenant ®otternour, Council auB Ee=
prefematiisgg, coniseneB in General Court or aiTemtil^^.t^nB b^
tfje 2lUtt)0?ttg of t!)e fame. That the Illands of Martha's Vineyard,

Elifabeth iflands, the Iflands called homans-Land ; and all the Dependencies

formerly
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Appe,il« formerly belonging toBukesCounty ,(i\\e. Ifland o^Nantucket only excepted^ ihali

^'°^ 9°"''" be, remain and continue to be one County, to all Intents and Purpofes ; by the

Coumy" o be Name oi DiikeiCounty : And all Appeals from anyjudgment orJudgments given,

to Plymouth, or to be given in any of the InferiourCourts of Pleas within the faidCounty, fhali

henceforth be heard and tried at the Superiour Court of Judicature to be holdea
from Time to Time at Plymouth, within the NeighbouringCounty oi Plymouth:
Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding : the Jurors to

ferve at the fald Superiour Courts of Judicature, to be from Time toTime cho-

fen and fummoned out of the feveral Towns within the faid County oi Plymouth
and Dukes-County according to the Direftions in the Law in fuch Cafe provided.

Appeali The Ifland of Nantucket to remain and continue under the fame Form of Go-
from Courts vemment as is already there fetded : And Appeals from the Judgments given

'ro

^""'"^^^^ or to be given in the Inferiour Court of Pleas within the faid Ifland, to be heard

Brffen- ^^^ tried in the Superiour Court of Judicature to be held at Bojlon within the

County of Suffolk, as is by Law provided.

CHAP. IX.

An Adl in further Addition to the A£t
Intitled, An AB for the Settlement and
Support of Minivers,

%\k'^ it enactcD lip tfje Lieutenant ^otiemout, Council ano IRe=

4 JF. & ^ JO Ptefentatities in (general Court aiTembleD, antJ fip iu au=
ca. 10.

^^
tfjOlitp Of t{)e fame, That when at any Time a Church Ihall make

4 6e 5 tP". 8e Choice of a Minifter, and prefent theirChoice unto the Inhabitants of theTown

^' i^c*°I
°f Precinft in a publick Meeting duly warned and affembled for that Purpofe,

' to have their Concurrence therein ; and the Inhabitants fo afTembJed, fhall by
a major Vote deny their Approbation of the Churches Choice ; the Church
may call in the Help of a Council confifting of the Elders and MefTeno-ers of
three or five Neighbouring Churches -, which Council are hereby impowred to

hear, examine and confider the Exceptions and Allegations made ao-ainft the
Churches Eleftion. And in Cafe the Council fliall notwithftandino- approve
of the faid Eledion, fuch Minifter accepting of the Choice, and fetling with
them, fhall be the Minifter of the Town or Precinct, who fhall be in all Ref-
pedts fupported and maintained, as by the faid Act is provided ; but if other-

wife, the Church Ihall proceed to the Eledtion of another Minifter.

SntI it is fUrt&er tieclareri, That no Perfon by Reafon of his voting in

the Church, fhall be precluded from voting as an Inhabitant of theTown : Any
Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

ACTS
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Ads and Laws/

Paffed by the Great and General Court or Aflcmbly of the Province of the

Majachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and held at Bofton the twenty-

ninth Day of May, I 6 g 5. And continued byfeveral Adjournments until

the twentieth oi November following.

CHAP. X.

An Ad for the better difcovery and more
effeaualfuppreflingofUnlicenfedHoufes.

FORASMUCH as divers illdifpofed and indigent Perfons, the Pains and

Penalties in the Laws already made not regarding, are fo hardy as to prefume

to fell and retailflrong Beer, Ale, Cyder, Perry, Wine, Rum, or otherftrong

Liquors or mixt Drinks, and to keep common tippling Hoiifes, therein har^

louring and entertaining Apprentices, Indians, Negroes, and other idle diffolute

Perfons, tending to the Ruin and Impoverifhment ofFamilies, and to all Impiety and

Debaucheries ; aitd if detected and convicted of any fuch Offence, are unable to fa-

tisfy the Fine impofed by Law for the fame ; and cannot be punifhed by Imprifon-

ment without Wrong to their Families :

For Remedy whereof, and the more cfFedual deterring and fuppreffing

of fuch evil Pradlices :

IBe it enactcD bp t&e Lieutenant <©ot)ernour,Council anB iRepre- „
fentatiijes, in General Court affembleo, anD 6p t!)e 9ut!)ont2 of tSe biJ?o'pa7the
fame, That when and fo often as any Perfon being duly convicted of keeping p^ne to be

a common tipling Houfe, or felling ftrong Beer, Ale,Cyder, Perry,Wine,Rum, whipt. ^

or other ftrong Liquors or mixt Drink by Retail, without Licence firft orderly

had and obtained for the fame, fliall be unable to anfwerand fatisfy the Fine im-

pofed by Law for fuch Tranfgreffion, together with the Charge of Profecution •,

or that fliall not pay fuch Fine and Charges (and hkewifc giveBond for the good
Behaviour, if it be a fecond Convidtion) within the fpace of twenty four Hours
next after Sentence declared in that Refpedt ; it fliall and may be lawful to and

for two Juftices of the Peace, or the Court before whom the Conviftion fliall

be, to order fuch Offender to be openly whipt with fo many Stripes as in their

Difcretion ftiall be thought fit, not lefs than ten, nor exceeding fifteen for one

Offence ; and to reftrain the Offender in Prifon, until the Fine and Charges as

aforefaid are paid, or the Order for corporal Punifliment be executed.

9nD tie it further enafteD bg toe aut^o?itp afoiefaio, That it ftiaii

and may be lawful to and for anyGrand Jurors,Conftables,Tything-Men,andthe Officerj

Officers employed in and about the Excife, ex officio to enter into the Houfe and Power tofcize

Dependencies thereof, of any fuch Perfon as aforefaidjfufpefted of felling ftrong P"'"j'.
^o""'^

Drink without Licence, having once been convifted thereof, and taking with ^ "y^^
"" '

them fuch Afllftance as they fhall think needful,to make Search for ftrongDrink,

and finding any Qiiantity of any Kind of the Drinks herein before-mentioned, to

feize and fecure the fame, fo as it be within the fpace of oneYear next after fuch

Conviftion, and to inform thereof at the next General Seflions of the Peace to be

holden within the fameCounty, or unto two Juftices of thePeace (^orumUnus)
within the fame : And if the Quandty of Drink fo feized fliall be judged by
fuch Court or juftiees to be more than for the neceffary Ufe of the Family, and
what their Condition may reafonably allow them to expend, or otherwife to have
in their Cuftody -, it fliall and may be lawful to and for fuch Court or Juftices

to declare all fuch Drink to be forfeited ; one Moiety thereof unto the Party

that feized and informed of the fame, and the other Moiety to the Selecl-rvlcn

or Overfeers of the Poor of the Town where it was feized, to the Uie of the

Poor there ; and to ofder the Difpofal thereof accordingly,

K Provided,
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Appeal from Provided neverthekfs. That any Perfon aggrieved at the Senteriqe ofany two

of^twojuftlces
Ji^ft'ces for either of the Offences before-mentioned,may appeal efe^efrom unto
the next General Seffions of the Peace within the fame County •, provided fuch
Appeal be claimed in due Time, and Security given in Manner as the Law in

fuch Cafes direfts,

CHAP. XL

An A61 for taking ofAfEdavits out ofCourt.

\ORJSMUCH as it is often necejfary, ihatWitneJfes in civil Caufes hefworn
out of Court, when by Reafon of their going to Sea, living more than thirty

Miles difiant from the Place inhere the Caufe is to be tried, Age, Sicknefs, or other

bodily Infirmity, they are rendered uncafable of Travel, and appearing in Perfon

at theCourt. To the Intent therefore that alllVitneffes may indifferently tefiify their

certain Knowledge, and the whole Truth in the Caufe they are to fpeak unto :

OBe it enacteD bj tbe lieutenant <5ot3ernour,Council anu Eepre*

Ad»effeParty fentatitjcs, in (General Court airembleii, anD tjg ttjeautlioiitp of t&e

fo havcNoiifi- faUie, That for either of the Reafons before-mentioned, and not otherwife,

aation. every Juftice of the Peace, or others lawfully commiiTionated and impowred
thereto by two or more of the Juftices of the Superiour or Inferiour Court re-

fpeftively, may take Affidavits out of Court, fo as aNotification with reafonable

Time, be firft made out and delivered to the adverfe Party (if within twenty
•

Miles of the Place) or left at the Place of his Dwelling or ufual Abode, to be

prefent at theTime of taking fuchAffidavit, if he think fit , and every fuch Wit-
nefs fhall be carefully examined and cautioned to teftify the whole Truth ; and

No Perfon in being Sworn, the Juftice fhall Attefl the fame, with the Day Month and Year

Atwrnc°'^'to
°^ ^^ Caption thereof, and that the adverfe Party was prefent fif fo) or that %

wriic A^ffida-
Notification was fent him -, and fhall Seal up the Teftimony, and deliver it

mii to the Party (if defircd) at whofe Requeft it was taken : And no Perfon intc-

refted fhall vyrite or draw up the Teftimony of any Witnefs in fuch Caufe, nor

any Attorney in his Clients Claufe : And if it manifeftly appear that anyTefti-

mony be written or drawn up by any interefted, or the Attorney in the Caufe,
Affidavlti to or be returned from any Juftice of the Peace by other Hand than his own, into

^l h^'c"uf
^^ Court where the fame is to be ufed, unfealed, or the Seal having been bro-

feakd up. ' ^^^^ "P » ^ ^^"^ Teftimonies fhall be rejcfted by the Court, and be utterly

void, and of no Effeft in Law.

jufiicei to 9ntJ tie it further enacten bg tfje autftojitg afoiefaiD, That every

grant Sum- Juftice of the Peace fhall be, and hereby is impowred, upon Requeft to him
nion« for made, to grant Summons for the Appearance of any Witnefs before him in any
Witne es,

^j^jj ^^ criminal Caufe, where fuch Witnefs is bound to Sea before the Time of

Trial, and to take his Depofition in fuch Caufe ; the adverfe Party being pre-

fent, or Notification fent him as aforefaid.

Wirneffcito
Provided neverthekfs. That Witneffes to Bonds, Specialties, Letters of At-

Bondi and o- torney, and other Inflruments in writing under theHand of the Party executing

ther Writings the fame. Or toAccoinpts or Teftimonies relating to Perfons out of thisGovern-
'"^y ^^ ment,or to be fent beyond Sea,may be fworn without fuchNotification as aforefaid.

ou? Nodfica- ^nlJ ^^ it furtbet cnacteo bg tbe autbojitg afoiefaib , That aiiAfHda-

tisn. vits relating to the PofTefTion of any Houfes or Lands, or any other Matter, in

Affidavits in perpetuam ret memoriam, fhall be made and taken before fomc Court of Record,
perpetuam rei ^^ j^q q^ ^^^g Juftices of the Peace, ^orum Unus.

hTi^o^i^" 3ntl it is fUrtber enaCteU, That all Perfons forfwearing themfelves in

Court or be- any fuch Affidavits taken as aforefaid, fhall incur the fame Penalties, as if they
fore two had been taken in open Court.
Juftices.

Penalty for .._.__^i,.,,_______._-_i._-_.^__._,_______...,,,_.,^____.~_-_—..___^________-____—___.
""j^^^- AN
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An Aa,
Pafied by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and held at Bofion, the twenty-

ninth Day of May, 1695. And continued by feveral Adjournments until

the twenty-fixth Day of February following.

CHAP. I.

An A£t direfting the Province Treafurer

to lay his Accompts before the General

Aflembly from Time to Time for their

Approbation.

\\\>(SS. it teclaren anDmaaeDtjptfjeLieutenant^otfetnour, Coun* Accomnts Si

-lo cil anu meprefentatitses, in ^J^enerai Court affemfclsu, anB isp theiir.ingand

^"^ tbe ^Utf)0ltt2 of tf)e fame. That the Accompts of the iffuing and d-ipofal of

difpofal of Monies and Sums of iVIoney granted and raifed, and that hereafter
'jv^j^,^" '[^J^g

lliall be granted and raifed by the General Aflembly, for the Support and De- \^\^ before

fence of this His Majefty's Province, and that hath or fliall come into the pub- the General

lick Treafury, by any other Ways or Means whatfoever, fhall be by the Trea- AlTembly.

furer ia.d Dcfore the Great and General Aflembly, when by them required, for

their Examination, Approbation and Allowance from Time to Time, as hath

been accuftomed. And all fuch Approbations and Allowances of the General

Aflembly heretofore, and that hereafter iliall be paflTed, fliall be to the Trea-

furer a full and final Difcharge,

Ads and Laws,

Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of the Province of the

MaJfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun at Bojlon the twenty-feventh

Day of May, 1696. And continued by feveral Adjournments unto the

eighteenth of November following.

CHAP. II.

An Adi for the equal Diftribution of In-

folvent Eftates,

Additional

.a.

z«^.ca. 8.

^IP^C it cnafteD tip tfje licutcnam ©otiernour, Council anB Mz-- ^dd

20 prefcntatiucs in (General Court aiTemtJlcB, ann it is enaftec ff;^^ anB ornaineB bp tl^e autf30?itg of ti)e fame. That when the

Efl:ace of any Perfon deceafed in all be Infolvent or infufficient to pay alljuft

Debts which the deceafed owed ; the fame Ihall be let forth and diftributed to

and among all the Creditors in proportion to the Sums to them refpeftively Manner of
owing, fo far as the faid Eftate will extend ; faving that the Debts due to the DilUibuiion

Crown, the Sicknefs and neceflary Funeral Charges of the Deceafed are to be

firft paid. And the Executor or Adminiftrator appointed to any fuchlnfolvent

K 2 Eftate,
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Apprifers ro

be fworn.

Commiffio-

onerj ro re-

ceive the_

Claims.

Eftate, before Payment to any be made (except as aforefaid} fliall reprefent the

Condition and Circumftances thereof unto the Judge for Probate of Wills, and
granting of Adminiftrations ; and the faid Judge fhall nominate and appoint
two or more fit and indifferent Pcrfons to make a true and equal Apprizement
of fuch Eftate, and adminifter an Oath unto them for that Purpofe ; and fhall

alfo nominate and appoint two or more fit Perfons to be Commiflloners with
full Power to receive and examine all Claims of the feveral Creditors, and how
they are made out : And fuch Commiffioners fliall caufe the Times and Places

of their Meeting, to attend the Creditors, for the receiving and examining of'
their Claims, to be made known and publilhed by pofting up the fame in fome
publick Places in the Shire Town of that County where fuch deceafed Perfon

laft dwelt, and of the two next adjoining Counties. And fix, twelve, or eigh-

teen Months Time (as the Circumftances of any Eftate may require) fhall be

allowed by the Judge unto the Creditors, for bringing in theirClaims, and prov-

ing their Debts : At the End of which limited Time, fuch Commiffioner:;

fliall make their Report, and prefent a Lift of all theClaims unto the faidJudge,
who fhall order them meet Recompence out of the Eftate, for their Care and
Labour in that Affair : And the Debts due to the Crown,Sicknefs,and neceffary

Funeral Charges, as is herein before provided, being firft fubdufted, fhall order

the Refidue and Remainder of the Eftate to be paid and diftributed to and a-

mong the other Creditors that fhall have made out their Claims in due propor-

tion to the Sums unto them refpeiflively owing, according as the Eftate will

bear ; faving unto the Widow, if any be, her Right of Dower according to

Law, in the Houfes and Lands of the Deceafed ^ the Widow's Dower at the

Expiration of her Term to be alfo diftributed among the Creditors in a like

Proportion.

Provided^ That notwithftanding the Report of any fuch Commiffioners or

Allowance thereof made, it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Executor or
Adminiftrator, to conteft the Proof of any Debt at the common Law.
And no Procefs in Law ('except for Debts due to the Crown, Sicknefs, and

Funeral Charges) fhall be allowed againft the Executors orAdminiftrator of ariy

Infolvent Eftate, fo long as the fame fhall be depending as aforefaid.

And whatever Creditor fhall not make out his or her Claim with fuch Com-
miffioners before the full Expiration of the limitted Time, fuch Perfon fhall be
for ever after debarred of his or her Debt, unlefs he or flie can find fome further

Eftate of the Deceafed, not before difcovered and put into the Inventory.

Saving of

Dower.

Debt! may
be contcfted

at common
Law.
Procefs fuf-

pended whilft

theCommiffi-

on is depend-

ing.

Creditors ex-

cluded that

bring not in

ibeir Claims.

Pcrfons fuf-

pefted of

Concealment
or Imbcicl-

TTienrs, to be

frt'orn.

Penalty for

rclufing.

Appfal.

ant! tic it furtiiet enafteD ti)? tije autljoiit^ afo?efait!, That every

Judge for Probate of Wills and granting Adminiftrations within the refpedive

Counties, be, and hereby is fully authorized and impowred to call before him,

and to require and adminifter an Oath unto any Perfon or Perfons probably fuf-

pected by any Executor or Adminiftrator to have concealed, imbezel'd or con-

veyed away any of the Money, Goods or Chattels left by the Teftator, or In-

teihte, for the difcovery of the fame. And in Cafe any fuch fufpefted Perfon

was betrufted by the Perfon deceafed, attended upon, or was otherwife con-

verfant with or near unto him in the Time of Sicknefs ; or left in PofTeffion of
the Eftate whereby to ftrengthen and make the Sufpicion more violcnt,and fhall

refufe to clear and acquit him or her felf upon Oath •, it fiiall and may be law-

ful for, and the Judge is hereby impowred to commit fuch Perfon fb refufing to

Swear, unto the Goal of the County, there to remain until he or flie fhall com-
ply to difcharge him or her felf upon Oath as aforefaid, or be releafed by Con-
fentofthe Executor or Adminiftrator.

Saving unto anyPerfon aggrieved at any Sentence,Order or Decree, made by
the Judge of Probate, Liberty of an Appeal unto the Governour and Council ;

fuch Appellant giving Bond in a reafonable Sum with fufficient Security to pro-

fecute his Appeal with Effeft, and to abide and perform the Determination that

fhall be made thereupon.

C f I A P.
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CHAP. III.

An Ac^ for makingofLandsandTenements
liable to the Payment of Debts.

WHEREAS the EJlates of Perfons within this Province do chiefly confift
Preamble.

of Houfes and Lands, which give them Credit, fame being remifs in paying

of their jlift Debts, and others hapning to die before they have difcharged thefame :

IBe it therefore enacteD anD orcaineti bj) tU Lieutenant (Sotiet^

nour, Council anD Eeprefentatitieg, in General Court aiTem&leD,

anO i)l? t{)e aUt&Ojitp of t{)e fame, 1 hat all Lands or Tenements belong-

ing to any Perfon in his own proper Right in Fee, fhall ftand charged with the Lands and

Payment of all juft Debts owing by fuch Perfon, as well as his perlbnal Eftate,
J^'i",^™^"^

and fliall be liable to be taken in Execution for Satisfaction of the fame, where ecution.

the Debtor or his Attoney fhall not expofe to View and tender to the Officer

perfonal Eftate fufficient to anfwer the Sum mentioned in the Execution, with

the Charges.

And all Executions duly ferved upon any fuch Houfes and Lands, being re- Execution

turned into the Clerk's Office of the Court out of which the fame ifflied and duly ferved

there recorded, fhall make a good Title to the Party for whom they fhall be fo
andRccordcd

taken, his Heirs and Affigns tor ever. Alfo where the Goods and Chattels be- „^^^ Tiile.

longing to the Eftate of any Perfon deceafed, fliall not be fufficient to anfwer

the juft Debts which the Deceafed owed, or Legacies given ; upon Reprefenta-

tion thereof, and making the fame to appear unto the Superiour Court of Judi-

cature holden for or within the County where fuch deceafed Perfon laft dwelt; Jufticei of

the faid Court are hereby impowrcd to licence and authorize the Executor or the Supcriouc

Adminiftrator offuch Eftate to make Sale of all or any Part of the Houfes and ^°"" impow-

Lands of the Deceafed, fo far as fhall be neceffary to fatisfy the juft Debts which
'^e Sak of

the Deceafed owed at the Time of his Death ; and Legacies bequeathed in and Landi, &i.

by the laft Will and Teftament of the Deceafed. And everyExecutor orAdmi-
niftrator being fo licenfed and authorized as aforefaid, fhall and may by virtue

of fuch Authority, make, fign and execute in due Form of Law, Deeds and
Conveyances for fuch Houfes and Lands as they (hall fo fell ; whichlnftruments

fhall make a good Title to the Purchafer, his Heirs and AfTigns for ever.

Provided neverthelefs. That any Debt or Debts due to the Crown from any D^btJ to the

fuch Eftate, fhall be firft fecured and paid out of the fame. fiT"^"
^^

anu be it mthtt enacteu tjp tf)e9utt)Oiitgafo?efaiD, That when any '
p''

Perfon or Perfons fhall make Sale or other Alienation of any Lands or Tene-
Dj^ej, t^ 5^

ments to him of Right beIonging,with Intent to defeat and defraud hisCreditors void,

of their juft Debts not bond fide for good and valuable Confideration truly paid :

All fuch Sales and Alienations are to be deemed covinous and fraudulent, and
fhall be of no EfFed to bar any Creditor from fuch Debt as is to him owing.

CHAP. IV.

An kdi to prevent the deftroying and mur-
dering of Baftard Children.

T7f ] HEREAS nic.riyIewdIVo?nen that have been delivered of Baftard Children

V V to avoid their Shame, and to efcape Punifhment, do fecretly bury or conceal

the Death of their Children, and after, if the Child befoundDead, thefaid Women
Pf««"^'*'--

do alledge that the faid Child was born dead ; whereas it falleth out fometimes

{although hardly it is to be proved) that the faidCbild or Children were murdered by

thefaid Worsen their lewd Mothers^ or by their Affent or Procurement

:

'Be
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^c it t})crefo?e enaftcB bg tfje lieutenant (^oiiernour, Council
anD iReprc(Jentatit)C0,cont)eneD in^enctal aflrem&lp, ant) it is fterefip

CnafteD tl? tl)e aUtljOlitg of t})e fame, That if any Woman be delivered

of any Iflue of her Body, Male or Female, which if it were born alive, fliould

by Law be a Baftard ; and that fhe endeavour privately, either by drowning
or fecret burying thereof, or any other Way •, either by her felf, or the pro-

curing of others fo to conceal the Death thereof, that it may not come toLight,
whether it were born alive or not, but be concealed. In every fuch Cafe the
Mother fo offending, fhall luffer Death, as in Cafe of Murder : except fuch
Mother can make Proof by oneWitnefs at the leaft, that the Child whofe Death
was by her fo intended to be concealed, was born dead.

CHAP. V.

An A6t againft High Treafon.

compaffing Tr| (g it enaSeti bp tfie Lieutenant ©otscrncur, Council ano Ee=
or imagining |-^ ptefentatineg, in (Senetal Court alTemlJleD, ano ii2 ttie 3u^

IhcKbg.&V. "-^ tfjO?it]P of tfje fame, That ifany Perfon or Perfons fhall compafs

or imagine the Death of Our Sovereign Lord the King, or of Our Lady his

Queen, or of the Heir apparent to the Crown : Or if any Perfon fhall levy

Levying War War againft Our Lord the King, or be adherent to the King'sEnemies, giving

againft the them Aid and Comfort in the Realm, or elfwhere, and thereby be probably at-

^'"S- tainted of open Deed by his Peers, upon the Teftimony of two lawful and
credible Witneffes upon Oath, brought before the Offender Face to Face, at

the Time of his Arraignment, or voluntary ConfefTion of the Party arraigned.

. Or if any Perfon or Perfons fliall counterfeit the King's Great Seal, or Privy

J °""J^'^k"' Scalj or the Seal of this Province, and thereof be duly convifte-d as aforefaid

:

G?eat Seal, Then every fuch Perfon and Perfons fo as aforefaid offending, fhall be deemed,
^c. declared and adjudged to be Traitors, and Ihall fuffer Pains of Death, and alfo

loofe and forfeit as in Cafes of High Treafon.

Tryai. to be ^Hti H it futtfjet cnafteD tip t!)e autboritp afo^efaiu. That the

regulated ac- Trial of all and every Perfon and Perfons whatfoever accufed, indifted and pro-
cording to the fgcuted for high Treafon and mifprifion of fuch Treafon, fhall be regulated

uZ. in Ca'if s
according to the Aft of Parliament made in the feventh Year of his

of Treafon, prefent Majefty's Reign, Intitled, An ASl for regulating of 'Trials in Cafes of
&'<:. Treafon and mifprifion of Treafon : And the Party fo accufed, indifted and

profecuted, to be allowed the Benefits and Privileges in and by the faid Aft,

granted and declared.

CHAP. VL

A nAd inAddition to theA6t for preventing

ofcommonNufances arifing bySIaughter-

Houfes, Still-Houfes, &^,

FOR the better preventing of Defolation by Fire, that may happen by drawing

of Spirits, or melting down of Tallow :

9 J. ca. s, i5e it' enacten bp tie Lieutenant ©otiecnour, Council anBEepre-
fentatitie0 in (General Court afl'emtJleD, anB tp tf)c Sutf)0|itp of tJje

fame, That if any Diftiller or Tallow-Chandler fhall prefume to iht up any

Still or Stills for the drawing of Spirits, Copper or Furnace for the melting of

Tallow, or make Ufe of any Still, Copper or Furnace for either of the faid

Ends in any Houfe or Place, other than fuch as are or from Time to Time fliall

be

Preamble.
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be afligned for that Purpole by the Seleft-Men of the Town, with two or more Court of

Jiiftices of the Peace, contrary to the Intent of the faid A<5b -, every Perfon and Qj'^I'fer-SefE-

Perfons foofFending,and being thereof duly convifted before hisMaiefty'sJuftices °o oTfe^SiiUa
in the Court of General Seffions of the Peace within the fame County, lliall not for drawing

only incur diePenalty orFine in the faidAft mentioned •, but fhall alfo enter into °* Spirirs, or

Recognizance to take down fuch Sti]ls,Coppers or Furnaces ; and in Default of
l^e'i";^"'^"

'

cntring into Recognizance as aforefaid, to be committed to Prifon until he do Tallow fetup

caufe the fame the fame to betaken down ; or eJfe fuch Stills, Coppers or Fur- withontOrdef

naces fhall be taken down by Order of the faid Court ; and the Charge thereof '** ''^ ^^^'^^

to be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of fuch Offenders Goods, returning the over- """

plus, if any be.

CHAP. VI.

An Ad in addition to the Ad for regu-

lating Ferries.

WHEREAS there is a conftantRecourfe cfTravellers and othersforPapge Preamble,

over the Ferries betwixt Bofton and Charleflrown, and betwixt Boflon

and Winnefimit : "Therefore for Prevention of thegreat Inconvenience and 'Damage

that doth or may happen to Perfans by being kindred and delayed at the faid Ferries,
]^q ^^' |'

for want offpeedy "Tranfportation over the fame :

IBz it enafteB bp tU lieutenant ©otiernour. Council anu Ee-
prcfentatims, in (General Court affembieu, anubstbe aut&oiitgofsraud Heart

t\)Z fante, That the Perfon or Perfons that are, or from Time to Time fhall for the Ferry

be employed for keeping Winne/mit Ferry,fhall conflantly maintain a good Boat Boaispaffing

or Boats, in good Repair, fuitable for the faid Ferry on each Side of theWater ; |,^^^
'""'/""S

and that fuch Boats whether there be any PafTengers in the fame or not,fhall put

off from their refpedtive Shores to go to the other Side, upon each Day in the

Week (the Lord's Day excepted^ at the Hours of five, feven, nine and eleven Penalty for

a Clock before Noon ; and at one,three, five and feven of theClock afterNoon, Ferry-Mcns

throughout the whole Year, fo as it be within Day-Light ; on Pain that every NegleQ,

fuchFerry-Man orFerry-Men being complained of and convifted before any one

or more of his Majefly's Juflices of the Peace of negleft of his Duty, in not

crofTing the faid Ferry at the feveral Times and Hours before-mentioned, fhall

forfeit and pay the Sum oi Twenty Shillings ; one Half to the Informer or Com-
plainant, and the other Half to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town of Boflon.

And fuch Juflice or Juflices, may reflrain the Offender or OfFenders,until he or

they fhall pay the faid Sum.

anD be it further enaften, That allPofls and ExprefTes for HisMajefty's
^"^'^^il

'"

Service, and other Peribns having extraordinary Bufinefs ; as in Cafes concern-
tranfp"rted.

ing Life and Death, fhall be fpeedily tranfported over the faid Ferry, at any

Time or Seafon, without Delay -, on the Penalty aforefaid : Any Thing here-

in before contained to the contrary notwithftanding.

Provided neverthelefs. That fuchFerry-Man orFerry-Men fhall not be obliged Saving for

to put off from their refpedlive Shores and pafs the faid Ferry,at any of theTimes ftormy Sca-

or Hours before ftated,if it manifeftly appear to be hazardous for them fo to do, '^°"*-

by Reafon of any Storm or Tempefl ; or that in the Winter the Ice do hinder

the pafllng of any Boat a-crofs the faid Ferry.

2m U it furtljec enaSeo bp tbe autbotit^ afoiefaitJ, That when and

fo often as it fhajl happen, that the Boats employed for the Ferry between pg" fwo"
Bojton and Charlfiown, fhall be on the fame Shore, upon the Landing of the fe- Boats' not to

cond Boat, the tirft fliall forthwith put off and pafs over to the otherSide,Pafren- lye on the

gers or no PafTengers ; on the like Penalty herein before expreffed, and to be '^^"^ Shore,

difpofed of as aforefaid ; to the Ufe of the Poor of Boflon or Charlftown re-
\^ c.'^ca V-

fpciflivery.

CHAP.
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Acts and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and held at Bofton, the twenty-

fixth Day of May, 1697,

CHAP. I.

An A£t relating to Town Rates or AflTefs-

ments.

WHEREAS divers Conftahles and ColleSlors of 'Town Rates or AJfefs-

ments, are defeSlive and negligent of their Duty in not timely faying of

the fame, as by the Warrants or Eftreats to them committed they are

required

:

For Redrefs whereof :

TBe it enacteD bp ti)e Cieutcnant ^otiernour, CouriCil anisIRepie^

co'^habVor fentatities in General Court afremtJlep, ann bg tfje autfjoptp of tfjc

Colleftors of failtC, That the Conftables or Colleftors within the kveral Towns in thisPro-

Town Rates vince, who have had, or hereafter fhall have, any Rates or Affefsments for the

"h a"^
defraying of Town Charges, orderly made and committed unto them to colled,

compcs there- the Accounts and Payment whereof are not iffued ; or that at any Time or

©f by the Times hereafter fliall not pay in and iffue their Accounts thereof with theTrea-
^'ime pr^xt

fyj-er of fuch Town, or other Perfon appointed by the Seleft-Men to be a Re-

ratlu to b"' "iver of the fame, by the Time prefix'd in the Warrants to them refpeftively

liable to Suit, given for the colledting and paying in thereof, or within the fpace of oneMonth
next after the Expiration thereof ; every fuch defeftive Conftable or CoUedor,

ihall be liable to the Aftion or Suit of the Treafurer or Receiver offuchTown :

And fuch Treafurer or Receiver, is hereby impowred and authorized to fuc

for and recover all fuch Rates and Affefsments, or any Arrears thereof, of and
from the Conftables or Colleftors refpedlively to whom the fame were commit-

ted, and that have or ftiall negleft their Duty in that Regard ; by A£tion,BilI,

Plaint or Information, in any of his Majefty's Courts of Record : Any Law,
Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

Preambled

l5.?r.ca.T7

9 J. ca. 5

CHAP. 11.

An A6t impowring Jufticesof the Peace to

decide Differences not exceeding Forty

Shillhigs.

Cit enaften ant)orriainet)i5pti)eiLieutenant<^otiemour,Coum
cil ann Ecprefentatiueg, contieneti in (General atrcmtJlp, ano

. _ it i0 f)EretJ)> enafte'n anD ornaineD bg tJ)eauti)o?itg of tbe'fame,

granc'sum-'*
That all Manner of Debts, Trefpaffes and other Matters, not exceeding the

mom, Capiat Value of forty Shillings fwherein the Title of Land is not concerned; fliall and

Of Attach- may be heard, tried, adjudged and determined, by any of his Majefty's Jufti-

jncnt, for
_ ^^^ ^f ,.j^g Peace within this Province, in their refpedive Prccinfts ; who are

b!e* beforc"^'^'
hereby impowred, upon Complaint made of any fuch Debt, Trefpafs or other

them, Matter, as aforefaid, to grantSummons,Capias or Attachment, againft the Party

complained of, direfted to the Sherift'or Marlhal of the County, or either of

their Deputies, or Conftables of the Town wherein fuchParty lives : For which

Summons,
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Summons, Capias or Attachment, the Jiiftice fball be paid one Shilling •, and Fecfor a

the Omcer for ferving the fame, one Shillings and no more. And in Cafe of ^'M ^^'^

Non-appearance upon Summons duly ferved, being fo returned bytheOfficer; "*' "^'

fuch Juftice may ilTue out a Warrant of Contempt direfted to the Sheriff, or

Marflial or other Officer as aforeiaid, to. bring.the Contemner before him, as

well to anfwer the faid Contempt, as the'PlaintifFs Aftion, and may ("if he fee

Caufe) fine fuch Contemner, not exceeding "Ten Shillings, to be accounted for

ro the Treafurer of the County towards defraying of County Charges : And
after Judgment given in any Cafe, may grant an Execution or Warrant of

Diftrefs directed to the Sheriff or Marlhal or other Officer as aforefaid, to levy

the faid Fine, Debt or Damage, with Charges, upon the Defendants Goods or

Chattels. And fuch Officer by Virtue thereof fliall expofe the fame to Sale, ,

returning the Overplus fif any bej to the Defendant ; and for want of fuch
tj'^pt^nno"'

Diftrefs to take the Body of the Defendant, and him to carry and convey to appearing

the common Goal of the County or Precind:, there to remain until he hath fa- upon Sam-

tisfyed the faid Fine, Debt or Damage, with Charges. And in CafefuchCom- """'•

plainant be Non-iuited, or Judgment pafs againft him, then the faid Juftice is

hereby impowred to affefs to the Defendant reafonable Cofts againft fuch Com-
plainant, to be levied and recovered in Manner and Form above expreffed.

Provided airways. That all Summons, Capias or Attachment before fuch
Jl^'^"'

'"^^^

Juftice of the Peace, ftiali be ferved and executed at leaft feven Days before the p"^,
belcie

Time of Trial or Hearing. TriaL

Provided alfo. That the Party aggrieved fhall have Liberty to appeal to the

next Inferiour Court of Common Pleas to be holden for the fame County, he Party aggrie=

entring into Recognizance with one fufficient Surety in the Value of the Debt ^^^. "* ^r
or Damage fued for, and fufficient to anfwer all Cofts to profecute the faid Ap- fnferiouc

peal there with Effedl, and to abide the Order of the faid Court, where fuch Court,

Cafe ftiall be tried, and receive a final Iffue and Determination,

And the Party appealing fhall bring the Copies of the whole Cafe to the f^rty appeal^

Court appealed to, where each Party ftial), be allowed the Benefit ofany further
Jhl whol'e"^

Plea or Evidence ; and if upon fuch new Plea or Evidence the Judgment hap- Cafc.

pen to be reverfed, the Appellant ihall have no Cofts granted for the firft

Trial, and fuch Appellant fliall alfo give in the Reafons of his Appeal unto Reafom of

the Juftice appealed from, in writing feven Days inclufively before the fitting App'*.' " ^'^

of the Court appealed to. And all Juftices are hereby required to keep fair dI»" before'*

Records of all their Proceedings from Time to Time, the Trials

antj tie it further cnacteB fjg tSe autfiojitg afoiefaiti, That the
^^^^^^ ^^

Clerk of any Town within this Province, may and hereby is impowred to grant XoLtw "to
Replevins, Summons or Attachments for anyMatter or Caufe triable before any grant Replc«

Juftice of the Peace, and Summons for Witneffes ; and to diredl the fame to *>"» ^i-
the Conftables of fuch Town, or to the Party to be fummoned for Witnefs re-

fpedlively ; and the Conftable or Conftables are hereby required to execute fuch

Replevins, Summons or Attachments accordingly, and to make due Return
thereof.

ACTS
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80 ispuruec ^atJift)rneut ojt aaapt- Buggerp.

A£ts and Laws,

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affcmbly of the Province of the

Majfacbufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and held at Bofton the twenty-

fixth Day of May, i 6 () j. And continued by feveral Prorogations until

the thirteenth of OEloher following.

CHAP. III.

An A<ft againfl; Murder.

Aij^(!B it cnactcB tip t&e lieutenant <So^ernour, Council anQ Ee^
vJuJ prefcntatii^es, in <S5eneral Court alfemfiicD, ann ij)) x%z au-^^

ti)Olitg of tt)C fame. That whofoever fiiall commit wilful Murder

upon premeditated Malice or Hatred -, and be thereof convifted, the Pcrfon

or Perfons fo offending fhall be put to Death.

CHAP. IV.

An A3: againfl; Ravifliment or Rape,

Be it enacten bp tbe Lieutenant (©ouernout. Council anuEe*
prefematities in (General Court affcmtileD, ann by t&eautbo-
titg of tbe fame, That if any Man Ihall ravifli any Woman, com-

mitting carnal Copulation with her by Force againfl: her Will. Or if anyMan
flull unlawfully and carnally know and abufe any Woman-Child under the Age
often Years ; every Perfon and Perfons offending in either of the Cafes before-

mentioned, being thereof convifted, fhall be accounted Felons, and Ihall be

adjudged to fuffer the Pains of Death, as in Cafes of Felony,

C H A P. V.

An hSi for the Puniflinient of Buggery.

FOR avoiding of the detejlabk and abominable Sin of Buggery "joith Mankind

or Beajl, which is contrary to the very Light of Nature :

15e it enafteD ann Declarer tj]pt!)e lLicutenant(^oioernour,Council
ann Eeprefentatiioeg in (General Court aflfemijlcn, anu bg tbe autfjo^

litgOftfjCfameitiSienaaCD, That the fame Offence be judged Felony,

and fuch Order and Form of Procefs therein to be ufed againft the Offenders

as in Cafes of Felony. And that every Man being duly convi6led of lyingwith

Mankind as he lieth with a Woman. And every Man or Woman that fhall

have carnal Copulation with any Beaft or bruit Creature -, the Offender and

Offenders in either of the Cafes before mentioned,fhall fu-Jer thePains ofDeath ;

and the Beafl fhall be flain and burned.

CHAP.
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8imi)tilm $ lBlafpl)cini>. 3)eti!iS.

CHAP. VI.

An AS: againft Atheifm and Blafphemy^

/%jj2-€ it Declared annersaftcD tij) tU^imtenmt<3o'mtmm,€oumil
Jo anDEeprcfentatii)£0,contJencD in €>tntm\ Court oi affcmfaij?,
^^"^ anD it is enacteD b?) tf)C9utJ)0|it)) of t^e fame, That if anyPe.-ion

fhall prefume wilfully to blafpheme the holy Name ofGod •, Father,Son,orHoly

Ghoft -, either by denying, curfmg or reproaching the true God •, his Creation

or Government of the World : or by denying, curflng, or reproaching theHoly

Word of God -, that is, the canonical Scriptures contained in the Books of the

Old and New Teftament ; namely GENES IS, Exodus, Leviticus, NumberSy

Deuteronomy, Jojloua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Samuel, Kings, Kings, Chronicles,

Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Efther, Job, Pfalms, Proverbs, Ecckfiajles, Ths

Song of Solomon, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hofea, Joel,

jimos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahiim, Habbakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zecha-

riah, Malachi : MATTHEW, Mark, Luke,John, Ms, Romans, Corinthians,

Corinthians, Galatians, Ephefia.ns, Philippians, Colojfians, Theffalonians,

Theffalonians, Timothy, Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrezvs, James, Peter, Peter,

John, John, John, Jude, Revelation : Every One fo offending fliall be puniflied

by Imprifonment, not exceeding fix Months, and until they find Sureties for

the good Behaviour ; by fitting in the Pillory ; by whipping ; bearing thorow

the Tongue, with a red hot Iron ; or fitting upon the Gallows with a Rope a-

bout their Neck -, at the Diferetion of the Court of Afiize, and General Goal

Delivery, before which the Trial fhall be ; according to the Circumftances,

which may aggravate or alleviate the Offence.

Provided, That not more than two of the fore-mention'd Punifhments fliali

be inflided for one and the fame Fad.

CHAR VII.

An Ad for regiftiing of Deeds and Con-
veyances-

FOR the prevention of Clandeftine and uncertain Sales of Houfes and Lands : Preamble;
Jnd to the Intent it may be the better known what Right, Title or Interefi

Perfons have in or to fuch Eflates as theyfhall ofer to Sale

:

15e itenactcn anD Declarer tip tljeiLieutenant (JDotiernour, Council T^ihl'ZT'
anti Bcprefentatitjcs in (General Cuurt aiTcmbleD, anD bg tu mtW- '"g- ^^'^'^^^>

titp of tt)0 fame, That henceforth all Deeds orConveyances of any Houfes or AcknowiedV

Lands within this Province, figned and fealed by the Party or Parties granting ^^'^} ^^^ ?^'

the fame, having good and lawful Right orAuthority thereto,and acknowledc^ed valid.
'° ^

by fuch Granter or Granters before a Juftice of the Peace, and recorded at No Bargain,

Length in the Regiflrry of the County where fuch Houfes orLandsdo lie -, fnall
^^''^' ^''^

be valid to pafs the fame, without any other Ad or Ceremony in theLaw what-
Mo'^^f,'^'^'^'^

foever.
afrer'chis"Aa

And that from and after three Months next after Publication of this Ad, no t'^ be good

Bargain, Sale, Mortgage or other Conveyance of Houfes or Lands made and ff^^'"^
'''"''•

executed within this Province, fhall be good and effedual in Law to hold fuch fe"/ ^vlum"'
Houfes or Lands againft any other Perfon or Perfons, but the Granteror Gran- being Ac"*^

ters, and their Heirs only -, unlefs the Deed or Deeds thereof be acknowledo-ed kno^'edgtd

and recorded in Manner as is before expreffed.
° ^ Recorded,

Provided neverthelefs. That when and fo often as it fhall happen anyGranter to D-ed'by Wi^-
live In Parts beyond Sea, or to be removed out of this Province, or to be dead neff;.,,.! cafe,

before any Deed or Conveyance by him or her made, be acknowledn-ed as a- '° ^= cquiva-

forefaid ; in every fuch Cafe, the Proof of fuch Deed or Conveyancelmade by
knot,,-" jt*^"L ^ the mc^t"

^'
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^2 saegiftrp of "^ttm.

the Oaths of two of the WitnelTes thereto {libfcribed, before any Court of Re-
cord within this Province, fliall be equivalent to the Parties ovvfa Acknowledg-
ment thereof

atiB 6e it futt!)cr enaftetJ bp tbe autfio^ttg afoiefaiD, That if any
Granter or Vender of any Houfes or Lands fhall refufe to acknowledge as is a-

forefaid, any Grant, Bargain, Sale, or Mortgage by him or her figned and feal-

Penalty for ed, being thereunto required by the Grantee or Vendee, his, her, or their Heirs
Perfonsrefa- qj. Affigns ; it fhall be lawful for any Juftice of the Peace within the County

kno 'ledee'
where fuch Granter or Vender- lives, uponComplaint made, to fend for theParty

their Deeds, fo refufing ; and if he or flie perfift in fuch Refufal, to commit him or her to

Prifon witho'JtBail or T/Iainprize, until fuch Party fnall acknowledge the fame.

It being firft made appear and proved to be the A6t and Deed of the fameParty

by the Oath of one or more of the WitnelTes thereto fubfcribed •, and fuch

Grantee or Vendee filing a Copy of his Deed fo proved in the Regifter'sOffice,

fhall thereby fecure his Title in the mean Time, and the fame fhall be account-

ed fufficient Caution to every other Perfon and Perfons againft purchafing the

Eflate in fuch Deed mentioned to be granted.

Provided, That nothing in this Aft feall be conftrued, deemed or extended

to bar any Widow of any Vender or Mortgager of Lands or Tenements, from

Saving for her Dower or Right in or to fuch Lands or Tenements, who did not legally

Dower. join with her Flusband in fuch Sale or Mortgage, or otherwife lawfully bar or

exclude her felf from fuch her Dower or Right.

Snn it is furt^eC etiaaen bg tfje SUt6^Cl?ttj? afOjefaiD, That any Mort-

gagee of any Lands or Tenements, his or her Heirs, Executors or Adminiftra-

tors having received full Satisfadlion and Payment of all fuch Sum and Sums
HowMortga^ ^f Money as are really due to him by fuch Mortgage ; Ihall at the Requeft of

It h re d
^^^ Mortgager, his Heirs, Executors or Adminiftrators acknowledge and caufe

arge
.

^^^^^ Satisfaftion and Payment to be entred in the Margin of theRecord of fuch

Mortgage in the Regifter's Office, and Ihall fign the fame, which Ihall for ever

thereafter difcharge, defeat and releafe fuch Mortgage, and perpetually bar all

Aftions to be brought thereupon in any Court ofRecord. And if fuch Mort-

gagee, his or her Heirs,Executors or Adminiftrators fhall not within ten Days

next after Requeft in that Behalf made, and Tender of his, her or their rcafo-

nable Charges ; repair to the Regifter's Office, and there make and fign fuch.

Acknowledgement as aforefaid, or otherwife fign and feal a Difcharge of the

Laid Mortgage, and Releafe and Qiiit-Claim to the Eftate therein mentioned to '

be granted, and acknowledge the fame before a Juftice of Peace, he, fhe, or

they fo refufing, fliall be liable to make Good all Damages for want of fuch

Difcharge or Releafe : to be recovered by Aftion or Suit in any Court of Re-

cord. And in Cafe Judgment pafs againft the Party fo fued, he, flie or they

fo caft, fhall pay unto the adverfe Party treble Cofts arifing upon fuch Suit.

anti U it futt!)et cnaaeD ann liecIareD bp tfje Sutfjoiitp afoiefaiD,

That the Clerk of the Inferiour Court of Pleas in each refpeftive County fhall

1 G ca. 4. alfo be the Regifter of Deeds and Conveyances, and fhall fairly enter and re-

7 G. ca. 7. ^Q^^ aj Length all Deeds, Conveyances and Mortgages of any Lands, Tene-

C\^i o" the
merits. Rents and otherHereditaments, lying and being within the fameCounty,

Inferiour made, executed, acknowledged or proved in Manner as is aforefaid, which (hall

Court to be be brought to him to Record ; and iliall on Receipt thereof into the Office,

Regifter of
^^^^ thereupon the Day, Month and Year when he received the fame ; and the

Record fhall bear the fame Date. And every fuch Regifter before he execute

to be Sworn the faid Office, fhall be Sworn before one or more of the Juftices of fuch Court,

well, truly and faithfully to execute the fame. And it fhall and may be lawful

to and for every Regifter aforefaid, to ask and receive for entring and recording

any Deed, Conveyance or Mortgage, twelve Perice for the firft Page, and eighi

HeeifteriFeei Pence a Page forfo many Pages more as it fhall contain,and no more ; account-

ing after the Rate of twenty-eight Lines, of eightWords in aLine to eachPage,

and proportionably for fo much more as fhall be under a Page, and fix Pence

for
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iLimitatiOti of laoHeftlong^ ^3

for his Atteftation on the Original, of tiie Time, Book and Folio where it is

recorded ; and for Difcharge of a Mortgage as aforefaid, one Shilling, and no

more.

ant! te it furtfjcr enaftcti anu DccIareD tjp tf)e aut|)0?ttg afo^efaio, Deed, exec

That all Deeds of iJargain, Sale or Mortgage heretofore made and executed, '«^'^^"°''|^"'S

according to former Laws and Ufage, Ihall be valid and effecftual. •^^^^ gn^ U.

^

- fsgc valid.

CHAP. VIII.

An Ad of Limitation for Qiiieting of
Poffeffions,

WHEREAS a good and beneficial J£i was made by the late Govern'cur Pjeasibl*.

and Company of the Colony of the MalTachufetts-Bay, in the Year of Our

herd God, One ^houfandfix Hundred fifty feven^ in the Words follo-mng : 'That

is to fay,
' That any Perfon or Perfons that hath either himfelf or by hisGran-

' tees or AfTigns before the Law made forDireftion about Inheritances,bea,ring

' Date Oftober the nineteenth. One Thoufand fix Hundred fifty and two,
' poffeffed and occupied as his or their own proper Right in Fee-fimple, any
* Houfes or Lands within this Jurifdidlion, and fhall fo continue, whether in

' their own Perfons, their Heirs or Affigns, or by any other Perfon or Perfor.5'

' from, by or under them, without Difturbance, Lett, Suit or Denial legally

' made by having the Claim of any Perfon thereto entred with the Recorder of
* the County where fuch Houfes or Lands do lie, with the Names of the Per-

* fons fo claiming, and the Quantity, Bounds of the Lands or Houfes claimed,

* and fuch Claim profecuted to Eifecl Within the Term of five Years next after

' the twentieth of May, One Thoufand fix Hundred and fifty feven. Every
' fuch Proprietor, their Heirs and Affigns fhall for ever after enjoy the fame
* without any lawful Lett, Suit, Difturbance or Denial by any after Claim of any
' Perfon or Perfons whatfoever ; any Law or Cuftom to the contrary notwith-

' ftanding'. Which afore-recited ASl having by Experience been found to be of

great Benefit and Service to His Majefifs Subjects within thefaid Colony, andpre-

venting many Contefts and Law-Suits which otherwife would have rifen by Reafon

of a NegkSl in many Perfons to obferve a legal Courfe and Method for the paffmg

and Confirmation of Sales and Alienations.

And whereas fundry Perfons having a juft and equitable Right and Title unto

Eftates in Hoiifing or Lands, either acquit'ed by Purchafe, or otherwife accruing

unto or fettled upon themfince the paffing of the afore-recited ASi ; may want for-

mal Conveyances and AJfurances in the Lawfor the fame ; or the D^eds, hifiru-

ments or other Writings conceryiing fuch Eftates may be defeSiive, or imperfeSfly

made and executed, whereby fuch Perfons may be in Dattger of being deprived and

eviffed out of their honeft andjuft Rights and Pojjefilons :

For Prevention whereof, and for the further Quieting of Poffeffions, and

Seding of Tides :

TBe it enafteu ann Declarer) t)ptijelieutcnant(Sotiemout,Ccimcil CK.iet PofidV

aW! mepEefentatit)e0, in (Senetal Couct affemtJleD, ano bg tf)C au= [i"" f':°"L^h=

tbOjitP of t!)e fame, That every Perfon and Perfons who were pofTeffed in ^^'*f
™''

his :and their own proper Right of any Houfes or Lands within this Province ,[,. g^jj ^f

upon the firft Day of October, in the Year of our Lord God, One Thoufand OSoher 1704.,

fix Hundred ninety two, and all others deriving from,by or under him or them, '°.SJ^"'
*

continuing the PofTeffion of fuch Houfes or Lands until the firftDay of October,
'^

which will be in the Year of our Lord God, One Thoufand feven Hundred
and Four, without Moleftation or Difturbance by Claim made thereto, and
Adion brought and profecuted for the fame with Effeft ; fhall by Virtue of
fuch PofTeffion have, hold and enjoy fuch Houfes or Lands unto him or them,

his
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^4 %imiutim for ^nWMUms,

Jiis and their Heirs and AfTigns for ever in Fee. And all Actions and Procefs
to be thereafter brought for the fame, are hereby excluded and for ever de-
barred.

Saving: for Provided always, That there fhall be a Saving of hisMajefl:y'sRights,and all
the Kings publick Lands belonging to the Province, not orderly difpofed of.

Provided alfo. That this Aft fiiall not be underftood to bar the Title of any-

Infant, Feme Covert^ or Perfon non compos mentis, Imprifoned, or in Capnvity
;

who fhall be allowed the Term of feven Years next after fuch Imperfection re-

Other Sa.
moved, to purfue their Claim OT Challenge to any Koufes cr Lands, wherein

vings, they have Interefh or Title : And the like Time of feven Years fhall be al-

lowed to Perfons having an Eftate in Reverfion in any Houfes or Lands, from
the Time fuch Reverfion falls, to recover their Right ; and Perfons beyond
Sea fhall be allowed the Term of ten Years from the Publication of this Act,
to purfue their Claim or Challenge to any Houfes or Lands as aforefaid.

Preamble; Andforafmuch as divers 'Towns and Settlements in the Eaftern Parts of this

Province have been deferted and broken up by Reafon of the Rebellion andWannade
by the Indians ; andfundry Perfons in other the Frontier Towns, particularly enu-

merated in an ASl of the General Affemhly, have byMeans thereof been drivenfrom
Five Years their Habitations a7td Improvements :

fTom&' afTe'r'*
^^ ^^ tUtmiz futtfjet prottiDeD ann tscclareti bp tU autftoiitg

the ending of afOt0faitl,That theLimitauon of Time fortheCondnuanceof Pofleffion by this

the War with Aft prefixed, ihall not extend or be underftood to extend untoanyHoufes orLands
the Indians, to lying to the Eaftward of Pifcataqua River, or in other the Frontiers : but the

Landl^'lvinE
^^"^^ Time fhall be, and hereby is enlarged and lengthened out for the fpace of

to the Eaft- five Years next after the ending ^f the War with the Indians ; during which
ward of Pif. fpace all Perfons may purfue their Right and Claim to any Houfes and Lands
cataquaRiver, \y\ng in thofe Parts and Places and every of them. And that no Perfon or

the Ffom'ier*
Perfons pretending Right or Title in or to any Lands lying within this Province

1 G. ca. 6.
' purchafed of any Indian or Indians, without orderly Allowance and Confirma-

Lands pur- tion thereofhad,according to formerLaws andUfage of the feveral late Colonies
chas'd of /». Qf Maffachufetts and New-Plymouth, and Province of Maine refpeftively ; Ihall

o'rderirAl'-'^'
have or receive any Benefit by this Aft with Reference to fuch Lands,

lowance, QPc. . .

are not con-

fZV' Ads and Laws
this Aa,

Preamble.

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and held at Bofion, the twenty-

fifth Day of May, 1698.

CHAP. I.

An A6t to prevent Incroachments upon
High Ways, Streets, ^c.

FORASMUCH as divers Incumbrances and Incroachments have been made

in and upon the common Roads, High Ways and Streets heretofore laid eut

in feveral Towns within this Province :

For Redrefs whereof :

'IBe it enacteti lip tbc Lieutenant (^ot)ecnouv,Council anD IRepre*

fentatitieg, in (©eneial Court affembleD, anD fsg tfje Sutboiitp of t&e

fame. That henceforth no Edifice, Building or F'ence whatfoever, fhall be

raifed, erefted, built, or kt up in, upon, or over any of the faid Roads, High

Ways, Streets, Lanes or A.lleys, in any Town within this Province, oranyPart

of
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fticroacljmentig on -^i^^mavs.^t. %mmis,u, ^s

of any of them, whereby to ftraitcn the Paffage, or any Ways leflen the full

Breadth of any fuch Roads, High Ways, Streets, Lands orAJIcys. And if any

Edifice, Building or Fence whatfoever fhall be raifed, ereded, bui]t or fet up,

upon, in or over any fuch Road, High Way, Street orAlley,contrary hereunto j

every fuch Edifice, Building or Fence fhall be deemed and held to be a com-

mon Nufance : And the Court of General Seffions of the Peace for the Coun-

ty in which fuch Town doth lie, upon Complaint, and making out the fame be-

fore them, are hereby impowred to Order and Caufe fuch Edifice, Building or

Fence to be taken down, demolifhed and removed -, and alfo to caufe to be

removed all fuch Incroachments, or Incumbrances as heretofore have been

made, upon, in or over any common Road, High Way or Street as aforefaid ;

and the Charge thereof to be anfwered and paid by difpofmg of fomuch ofthe

Materials, as fhall be neceffary to fatisfy the fame.

Provided neverihelefs. That this Aft fhall not be intended or conftrued to in-

tend the prohibiting of the fetting up of any Conduit, Watch-Houfe, Cage or

Stocks, for publick Ufe in or upon any High Way or Street within anyTov/n.

CHAP. II.

An A^dlfor regulating of Tanners, Curriers,

and Cordwainers,

FOR the better freventing of Deceits and Abufes by banners, Cu'rriers, and Pfca'"''''-

Drejers, or workers up of Leather

:

15z it cnaacn bp t&e Hieutcnant (Sot)ernour,Counctl anu iRcpre^

fcntatities in (General Court affcmtJlcD, anD i)g tbe autJ)o;it2 of t&e ^o BKcher,

fame. That no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever ufing or occupying the Feat or c,""'". ^^^
Myftery of a Butcher, Currier or Shoe-maker, by himfelf or any other,lha]I ufe

^^ be a Van-
or exercife the Feat or Myftery of a Tanner ; en Pain of the forfeiture of fix ner.

Shillings and eight Pence for every Hide or Skin by him or them fo tanned,

whilft he or they fhall ufe or occupy any of theMyfteries aforefaid. Nor fhall No Tanner

anyTanner during his ufing the faid Trade of Tanning by himfelf or any other, fj^^"^^ ^^^

ufe or occupy the Feat or Myftery either of Butcher, Currier or Shoe-maker ; Butcher.Cur-

upon Pain ofthe like Forfeiture as aforefaid. And no Butcher whatfoever by ricr or Shoe-

himfelf or any other Perfon, fhall gafh or cut any Hide of Ox, Bull, Steer or "i^ker.

Cow, in fleaing thereof, or otherwife, whereby the fame fhall be impaired or

damaged •, on Pain of forfeiting twelve Pence for every gafh or cut in any fuch

Hide or Skin.

ann be it further cnaftcD bp tbe autfjoiitp afojefaiti. That no Per-
JJ"J;,""'/

fon or Perfons whatfoever ufing, or which fhall uie the Myftery or Faculty of p^j ,„ Salc

Tanning, fhall at any Time or Times hereafter, offer to put to Sale any Kind any Leather

of Leather which fhall be infufKciently tanned, or which have been over-limed, infuSiciently

or burnt in the Limes ; or which fhall not have been after the Tanning thereof"""*
"

well and throughly dried •, or that fhall not be fealed as in and by this Adt is

hereafter direfted •, upon Pain of forfeiting the whole Hide, halfHide or other

Piece of fuch Leather, fb offered or put to Sale. And no Perlbn or Perfons j^ , . ,

whatfoever ufing, or that fhall hereafter ufe the Myftery orFaculty ofTanning, Heaw to be

fcall fet any of his or their Fatts in Tan-FIills or otherPlaces where theWoozes ufed in Tan^

or Leather put to tann in the fame, fhall or may take any unkind Heats, nor "'"g-

fhall put any Leather into any hot or warm Woozes whatfoever, on Pain of
forfeiting Twenty Pounds for every fuch Offence.

Snti be it furtljer enaften b? tbe autf)o?it5 afo?efaitJ, That noPerfon
or Perfons whatfoever, ufing or occupying, or that fhall hereafter uie. or ccaipy ^° Leather

.
the Myftery or Faculty of Currying, iliall or may curry any Kind of Leather,

ihat'is^noc
except it be fealed as is herein after provided ; nor fhall curry any Hide being fealed.
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not throughly dried after his wet Scafon, in which wet Seafon he fha!I not ufe

any ftaleUrine, or any other deceitful or fubtleMixture,Thing,V/ay orMeans to

corrupt or hurt the fame ; nor fiiall curry any Leather meet for outer Sole

Penalty on Leather, with any other than good hard Tallow, nor with any lefs of that than
Curneri for xht Leather will receive ; nor fhall curry any Kind of Leather meet for upper

h'*""n"^an'^
Leather and inward Soles, but with good and fufficient Stuff, being fefh and

Hide"by^cvil "Ot Salt, and throughly Liquored till it will receive no more ; nor fhall burn or

workmandiip. fcald any Hide or Leather in the currying, but fhall work the ilime fufficiently

in all Points and Refpedls : on Pain of forfeiting for every fuch Offence or ASt
done contrary to the true Intent and Meaning hereof, every fuch Hide marred

or hurt by his evil VorkmanOiip or handling.

Penalty on Snu U It futtfjec enafteo tg fbe autljo^itg afo?efaiD, That no Perfon

Shoe makers or Perfons ufing or that Ihall hereafter ufe or occupy the Myfier/ or Faculty of
for working a Shoc-maker or Cordwainer, fhall work up into Shoes, Boots, or other Wares,
up mftifficicnt

^„y Leather that is not tanned and curried in Manner as aforefaid •, nor fhall

ufe any Leather made of Horfes Hide, for the inner Soles of any fuch Shoes or

. Boots ; on Pain of forfeiting all fuch Shoes, Boots, or other Wares made or

wrought up of fuch infufficient Leather.

Anifgr the more effectual execution of this A51 :

15e it CnaaeD fig t&eaUtbO^itg afOJCfain, That allLeather that is or fhall

^'!. ^'^i''"' herafter be tanned or curried, fhall before the fame pafs out of the Tanners or

before'^ft^pafi
furriers Yard, Houfe or Place refpeftively where it was wrought •, be viev^-ed

out of the by the fworn Searchers and Sealers of Leather by Law direfted to be annually
Poffeflion of chofen in fuch Towns where there fhall be Need, who fhall have two feveral
Tanners or Marks or Seals, to be prepared by each Town for that Purpofe, with one of
""'^"-

which they fliall Seal all fuch Leather as they fhall find well and furliciently

tanned in all Refpefts as aforefaid ; and with the other, all fuch Leather as they

ihall find well and fufficiently curried as is before mentioned, and no other. And

Sealew v
^^ ^^^'^ Searchers and Sealers fhall,and hereby are authorized and impowred ex

effide to fearch <?^«^5 to niake Search and View in any Houfe, Shop, Warehoufe or other

and view Place within the Limits of their refpedtive Precinfts where they conceive any
Leather. Leather to be, whether wrought into Shoes, Boots, or other Wares, or not, as

oft as they fhall think meet, or as there fhall be Need. And if the faid Sear-

chers and Sealers, or any of them, fhall find any Leather fold or offered to be
fold, brought or offered to be Searched and Sealed, which fhall be tanned, cur-

ried, handled or ufed contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of this Aft : or

fhall find any Leather in whole Sides out of the PolTefTion of a Tanner, notbe-

ing fealed with the Mark or Seal to be ufed for Leather only tanned •, or out of
the PolfefTion of a Currier, not being fealed with the Mark or Seal to be ufed

for Leather when curried : In every fuch Cafe it fhall and may be lawful for

the faid Searchers and Sealers, or any of them, to feize all fuch infufficient or

^r ffi'"
^" unfealed Leather, whether it be wrought up into Wares, or not. And if the

unfealed Lea-
O^^"^'" o^ Claimer thereof fhall not fubmit to the Judgment of the Officer or

ther. Officers that feized the fame, fuch Officer or Officers fhall retain fuch Leather

in his or their Cuftody, until Trial thereof be had as is hereafter direfted, and
Judgment thereon given. And in fuch Cafe the faid Officer or Officers fhall

within threeDays next after fuchSeizure,inform fomejuftice of thePeace thereof,

Tryeri to be who fhall thereupon appoint four or fix Men, hoheft and skilful in Leather, x.o

appointed. view the faine in Prefence of the Owner or Claimer, or without him (if having

Notice) he does not appear -, and to report unto him upon their Oaths the

Defedls which they find in the faid Leather : Which Report fuch Juftice fhall

return unto the Court or Juflice refpeftively before whom the Trial of the faid

Leather fhall be. But in Cafe the faid Viewers fhall report that they do not

find fuch Leather or Wares fo feized, in any Refpeft dcfedlive according to

the Intent of this Aft -, the Juftice that appointed fuch Viewers fhall caufe the

fame to be forthwith difchargedfrom the Seizure made by fuchOfficer orOificers.
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' ano 60 it imtW cnaacD 6p tf)C autfjojitg afo?cfaiD, That no Per-

fon or Perfons whatlbever Iliall or may withftand or relift the Searchers and
^Jj^^^^^ ^

"^

Sealers in the due Execution of their Office, nor in the Icizing of any infufficient
s'earchers.''^

Leather or Wares ; on pain of forfeiting the Sum of five Pounds for eveiy

fuch Offence. And the Fee for fearching and fealing of Leather fliall be one

Penny per Hide for any Parcel lefs than five ; and for all other Parcels, after

the Rate oifix Penceper Dickar ; whichFeethe Tanner and Currier refpeftively p^.g for Se.I-

fhall pay upon fealing the faid Leather from Time to Time ; andfliall alfopay ing.

ihre Pence per Mile for every Mile any Sealer or Searcher fhall travel above

one, for which he is not to be allowed any thing.

And no Sealer or Searcher of Leather fhall refufe within convenient Time to P=na'ty ^

"

do his OlEce ; or fhall allow any Leather or Wares which are not fufficient ; on „^clca ot

pain of forfeiting /cr/j Shillings ; nor fhall take any Bribe, or exaft more than Duty,

his due Fees ; on pain of forfeiting the Sum of ten Pounds for every fuchOffence.

anD {jc it furtf}ec enaftcD tig tJ)e aiitf)oUtp afo^efato. That aii Fines,

Penalties and Forfeitures that fhall arife and grow due by Virtue of this Aft or

any Claufe therein contained ; Ihall accrue and be difpofed of In Manner fol- Fint» and

lowing, viz. One third Part thereof to the Treafurer of the County where the Forfcuur;s

Offence is committed, for the defraying of County Charges ; one third Part
j°C^qJ^^^

*

thereof to the Treafurer or Seleft-Men of the Town, where the Offender inha-

biteth, to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town ; and the other third Part to the

Seizer or Seizers of fuch infulEcient Leather, or to him or them that fhall in-

form and fue for the faid Fines, Penalties or Forfeitures -, to be recovered by
Aftion, Bill, Plaint or Information In any Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, or

before any Juftice of Peace, when the Matter doth not exceed the Value of

forty Shillings.

anD tie it furtJ)et cnafteD tip tf)C autf)0?itp afoiefaiD, That when and c„„i„„ n^,
fo often as any Leather belonging to any Tanner or other Perfon fhall be feized ble to make

and become forfeit for any Defeft of the Currier in his workmanfhip about or good the va-;

handling of the fame ; fuch Currier fhall be liable to make good unto theTan- ["^ ^ ^''.

ner or other Owner of fuch Leather fo feized and forfeited, thefullValue there- ed"foriU^"
of, with his juft Cofts and Damages, to be recovered by Aftion to be therefore workman-

brought againft fuch Currier in any Inferiour Court of Common Pleas,or before ^'P-

any Juftice of Peace, if the Value exceed r\ot forty Shillings : For the better

afcertaining of which Value, the Perfons to be appointed as aforefaid for view-

ing the Defefls in Leather, fhall Cwhen the fame is feized for being marred or

fpoiled by the Currierj through his 111 Workmanfhip or handling, be alfo ap-

pointed to eftimate and judge the Value thereof, and make Report of the fame
together with the Defers.

CHAP. III.

AnA<a foreftablifliing theForm oftheWrit
and Precept for calling a Great and Ge-
neral Court or Aflembly.

Be it cnafteti anO o^uaineo bp tf)e lieutenant <5ot)ernour,Coun*
cil ann IReprefentatities, conueneo in General 2lirem&lp, anti it

is terebp enacten anp o?Daincti b? tlje aiutfjoiitp of t&e fame. That
the Wiit to be at any Time hereafter iffued by the Governour or Commander
in Chief of this Province for calling a Great and General Court or Affembly ;

as alfo the Precept to be iffued by the Sheriff or Marfhal in obfervance thereof,

£0 the Seleft-Men of the feveral Towns, and their Return thereupon (when any
Perfon or Perfons fhall be chofen to reprefent them in the laid Court) (hall be

the Forms following. 'That is to fay.

M WILLIAM
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^8 fMwi Of t!?e Witit fo;t Callmg an "MtrnhXy.

Writ for cal. TTT T /£, L /^M /i^^ T/^zW by theGmce of GOB, o/England,ScotIand,France

«nd General ^ ' '^'''^ Ireland, iC/iVG, Z^^/^J^r 0/ /i^^ ivz//^, ^c.

Court or Af- ^^ ^^'' Sheriff or Marjhal of Our County of S. within Our Province

fembly. «/ the Maflachufetts-Bay in New-England. Greeting.

We Command, That upon Receipt hereof, you forthwith make out your

Precept, direfted unto the Seleft-Men of each refpeftive Town within your

Precinft, requiring them to caufe the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of their

feveral Towns, duly qualified, as in and by Our Royal Charter is direfted, to

aflfemble at fuch Time and Place as they fhall appoint, to eledt and depute One
or more Perfons (being Freeholders and Refident in the fameTown) according

to the Number fet and limitted, by an A6t of the Great and General Court or

Aflembly of Our aforefaid Province, to Serve for and Reprefent them refpedtive-

ly in a Great and General Court or AlTembly by Us appointed to be convened,

held and kept for Our Service ; at the Town-Houfe in Bofon, upon

the Day of next enfuing the Date of thefe Prefents ; and to caufe the

Perfon or Perfons fo elefted and deputed by the major Part of the Eleftois pre-

fent at fuch Ele6tion, to. be timely notified and fummoned by the Conftable or

Confbables of fuch Town, to attend Our Service in the faid Great and General

Court or Affembly, on the Day above prefixed, by Nine in the Morning, and

fo Be Die in Diem, during their SefTion and Seffions ; and to return the faid

Precepts with the Names of the Perfon or Perfons fo elefted and deputed, unto

your felf : whereof you are to make Return, together v/ith this Writ, and of

your Doings therein, under your Hand, into Our Secretary's Office at Bojlon^

one Day at the lead before the faid Court's fitting. Flereof you may not fail

at your Peril. Witnefs and Commander in Chief, in and over

Our Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay aforeiaid. Given at Bojlon under the

publick Seal of our feid Province, the Day of In the

Year of Our Reign. Annoque Domini

By Command of

J. A. Seer.

I
Suffolk, i^.

' N Obfervance of His Majefly's Writ to me dlrefted : Thefe are in HisMa-
jefly's Name to Will and Require you forthwith to caufe the Freeholders

Precept to and other Inhabitants of your Town, that have an Eftate of Freehold in Land
the Seka-i within this Province or Territory, oi forty Shillings per Annum at the leafl, or

Choked'ac.
°'^^^'' Eftate, to the Value of fifty Pounds Sterling, To aiTemble at fuch Time

prefentatifei, ^"^ Place as you fhall appoint •, then and there to eled; and depute one or more
Perfons (being Freeholders and Refident in the fame Town) according to the

Number fet and limitted by an Aft of the General Affembiy, to Serve for and

Reprefent them in a Great and General Court or Affembly, appointed to be

convened, held and kept for HisMajefty's Service at theTown-iHoufe in Bofion,

upon the Day of next enfuing the Date hereof ;

and to caufe the Perfon or Perfons fo elected and deputed by the major Part

of the Eledors prefent at fuch Eledtion, to be timely notified and fummoned
by one or more of the Conftables of your Town, to attend His Majefty's Ser-

vice in the faid Great and General Court or Affembly, on the Day above pre-

fixed, by Nine in the Morning, and lb De Die in Diem, during their SeiTion

and Seffions, Hereof fail not, and make Return of this Precept,with theNames
of the Perfon or Perfons fo elefted and deputed, with their being Summoned,
unto my felf Days at the leaft before the faid Day of next.

Given under my Hand an^ Seal at B. the Day of In the

Year of His Majefty's Reign. Annoque Domini A. B.

«f the County of Suffolk.

To the Sek£i-Men of the Town of
B. in the County abovefaid. Greeting.

Purfuant
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5fo;m of ^ttum. |^ounHg> ^
PUrfuant to the Precept within written, the Freeholders and other Inhabi- Return to be

tants of the Town of B. qualified as is therein direaed,upon due warning 1^1°Pkccpc
given, affembled and met together the Day of and then did

eledt and depute to ferve for and reprefent them in theSeffion

and Seffions of the Great and General Court or Aflembly appointed to be con-

vened, held and kept for His Majcfty's Service at the Town Houfe in Bojlony

upon
'

the Day of the faid Perfon being

chofen by the major Part of the Eleftors prefent at faid Meeting. Dated in B.

aforefaid, the Day of An?io Domini

the Perfon chofen as abovefaid, A. B. ^

notified thereof and fummoned C. D. C^eleSi-Men

to attend accordingly, by me E. F. \of B.

A. B. Confiable of B.
-*

CHAP. IV.

An Ad for providing of Pounds, and to

prevent Refcous and Pound-Breach.

A]K>(!B it cnaaen tjptbe lieutenant <^oijernour, Council anD iRe-

Jo prefentatii3cs in General Court affembleQ, anti tip tf)e 9ut&o=
^**^

ritp of ttiC fame. That there fhall be a fufficient Pound or Pounds g^^^ Town
made and maintained from Time to Time, in everyTown and Precinft within to maintain

this Province, in fuch Part or Places thereof, as the Selcdl-Men fhaLil diredl and a fufficient

appoint, at the Coft and Charge of fuch Town or Precind ; for the impound- ^°""'*-

ing and reftraining of all Swine, Cattel or Sheep, liable to be Impounded or

Reftrained, for any of the Caufes herein after mentioned.

And that it fhall and ma^ be lawful to and for any other Perfon or Perfons

as well as the Hawards or Field-Drivers, to take up and Impound, or caufe to Cauf« Cartel

be Impounded, any Swine, Neat Cattel, Horfes or SJieep, as Ihail be found da- &c arc to be

m^ge feafant in any Corn-Field, or other Inclofure 5 or Swine found unyoked Impounded,

or unringed -, Neat Cattle, Horfes or Sheep going upon the Common, not al-

lowed to feed there by the major Part of the Propriety, ^ who are impowred to

permit the fame ; any Law to the contrary notwithftanding. And the Owners

or Claimers of any fuch Creatures Impounded as aforefaid, lliall pay the Fees fet

in and by an Aft Intitled, An Aafor reguUting of Fences^ Cattel, ^c. unto the

Pound-keeper, before they be delivered out of Pound ; as alfo the Fee to the

Party Impounding, and Damage to the Party injured ; unlefs fuch Owner or Fee for Im-

Claimer Ihall think fit to Replevie his Creatures Impounded, and give fufficient ^""^'^
j^

Bond with one or more Sureties to profecute the Repleven with Effeft in Law, ^a, 1 1.
*

either before a Juftice of the Peace, within fifteen Days inclufive from theDate

of fuch Replevin, or at the next Inferiour Court of Common Pleas to be holden

within the fame County, according to the Value of the Damages alledgedtobe

fuffered, and to pay all fuch Colts andDamages as fhall be awarded againft him. The Owner

And every Perfon Impounding any Swine, neat Cattle, Horfes or Sheep,fhall of Creatures

give prefent Notice thereof unto tlie Owner, if known ; or leave a Notification Impoutided to

tiiereof in writing at his Houfe or Place of ufual Abode : or if unknown, fhall
the"e°f 'if

caufe the fame to be publickly Cried or polled up in fome publick Place in fuch known) if nor

Town, and in the two next neighbouring Towns, from whence it may be moft the Creature*

likely fuch Creatures came. And fhall alfo caufe the Creatures fo Impounded, '°
j^pft/d^u*

to be relieved with fuitable Meat and Water ; the Charge whereof fliall be paid peefor Cry.*

by the Owner or Owners •, as alfo of the Crying ofthem, after the Rate oi three ing.

Fence per Head, for a NuHiber not exceeding Twelve •, and no more than three After three

Shillings for a greater Number. And if no Owner orClaimer appear within the
proce'eded

°

fpace of three Days next after the Impounding of any fiich Creatures ; then the „i(h ajScraji;

M 2 Perfon
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Perfon or Perfons fo reftraining of them fliall proceed with them as the Law
provides refpefting Strays,

antJ be it futti)Ct cnacteo bp t!)C a!utf)0?itp afoiefaiD, That if any
Penalty for a Perfon or Perfons fhall refcue any Swine, neat Cattel, Horfes or Sheep taken
Refcoui. yp 3s aforefaid, out of the Hands of the Haward, or other Perfon being about

to drive them to the Pound ; whereby the Party injured may be liable to lofe

his Damages, and the Law be eluded : the Party fo offending, fhall for fuch

Refcous, forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Shillings to the Ufe of the Poor of
the Town or Precinft where the Offence is committed ; befides alljuit Dama-
ges unto the Party injured -, to be recovered by Adtion, Bill, Plaint, or Infor-

mation in any of his Majefty's Courts of Record. And if any Perfon or Per-

fons fhall make any Pound-Breach ; or by any other indireift Ways or Means

p^"^d b h
howfoever, convey or deliver any Creatures Impounded, out of the Pound -, the

Party fo offending being duly convifted thereof, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum
di five Pounds, to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town or Precinft where the

Offence is committed ; as alfo all jufl Damages to the Party injured by fuck

Creatures, to be had and recovered inManner as aforefaid. And if llichRefcous

Committed Pound-Breach, or conveying of Creatures out of the Pound, happen to be com-

by Apprcnti- mitted by any Apprentices or Perfons under Age, not having of their own
c:3 or Perfoni wherewith to fatisfy the Law, and their Parents or Maflers refufe to pay the
under Age,

Y\x\e. and Damages, which the Law in fuch Cafe does inflicl ; it fhall and may

punsflied. ^^ lawful to and for the Juflices before whom fuch Aftion or Plaint fnall be de-

gending ; upon a due Convidlion of the Perfon or Perfons complained of, and
profecuted for fuch Offence, to commit him or them to the next Goal in the

County where the Offence is done, there to remain till Satisfaclion be made as

above-faid : Or otherwife may punifh fuch Offender by Imprifonment, not ex-

ceeding fixty Days, in Lieu of the Fine ; and leave the Party injured to his

Remedy at Law, to recover his Damage of the Parent or Mafler of fuch Child

or Apprentice •, which fuch Parent or Mafter refpedlively fhall be liable to have

recovered of him upon Adion to be therefore brought -, and Execution to be'

accordingly awarded upon Judgment given in that Refpedt.

Trefpafi done ^^^ ^^ ^^ fUrtbCt ettaCteD tJg tf)e aUtftOlitg afOjCfaiC, That when and

in common fo often as any Trefpafs or Trefpaffes fhall be done in common or general

or general Fields, not being fufficiently fenced in, as the Law diredts ; the Party injured
Fieldi.

ijjaii forthwith procure two fufficient Perfons of good Repute and Credit, to

w fxL M ^^^^ ^^^ adjudge of the Damage done, giving Notice of fuch Trefpafs unto

ca. 11.
" ^^ Owner or Claimer of the Beafl or Cattel that did the fame (if known and

Refident in the fame Town, or near by^ that he may be prefent, and nominate

one of the Apprizers if he fee Caufe ; and the Damage to be anfwered accord-

The Owner ing to fuch Eftimation.
of defeaivc And where Damage happens through the InfufHciency of the Fence,theOw-

makc
*

ood
"^'' ""^ Occupier of the Land to which the defedive Fence belongs, fhall be

Dara'agei! ^^Mt to anfwer and make good all fuch Damage.

C H A P. V.

An hSc for preventing of Trefpaffes.

9f^<& it enacten bp tbe lieutenant (Sotiernour, Council anB Be*
^lo prefentatitjes in <©eneral Coutt affembleo, anD bg ti)c au^

Robberi of ^*
tf)0?itg Of tftC fame. That all and every Perlbn and Perfons which

Ga^deni d*!:
^'^ unlawfully cut or take away any Grafs, Com or Grain, growing •, or rob

how to be
' ^ny Orchard or Garden ; or break or cut, pull down or remove any Hedge,

puniflied, Pale, Rail or Fence \ or that fhall hurt or dig, or pull up, or take away any

Grafts or Fruit-Trees : and their Procurers orReceivers knowing the fame,being

thereof convict by Confeffion of the Party, or by the Teftimony of fufficient

,.
,

Witneffes
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Additional
Witnefles upon Oath before any Court, or any one Juftice of the Peace in the

County where the Offence (hall be committed -, fhall pay unto the Party in-

jured, fuch Recompence as by the Court or Juftice before whom the Trefpafs '

is found, Ihall be awarded. ^^
'

*^*' ^•

anti tc it furtf)cr cnacteD bp tfje autfjoiitp afoicfaiD, That if any

Perfon or Perfons fhall cut or carry off any Manner of Wood, Underwood,

Timber, Poles, or Trees ftanding, lying or growing on the Land ofany others
; cu"ing 0°/

or off or from the Commons of any Town, other than that to which he doth be- carrying off

long ; or within the fame Town, having no Right or Priviledge there,without any Trees,

Leave or Licence from the major Part of the Propriety of fuch Commons ; or ^°°'^'^'=-

the Owner or Owners of the Land whereon fuch Wood, Underwood,Timber, rh'e'r'Man"j°'

Poles or Trees were ftanding, lying or growing : Every Perfon fo offending, Land, or off

fhall forfeit and pay unto the Party or Parties injured or trefpaffed upon,theSum the Common.

of twenty Shillings for every Tree of one Foot over -, and ten Shillings for

every Tree or Pole under that bignefs ; and for other Wood or Underwood,

treble the Value thereof -, to be recovered by Adion, Bill, Plaint or Informa-

tion, before any Juftice of the Peace in the County where the Offence is com-

mitted •, if the Forfeiture exceed not /or/j 6'M//»j-j .• but if it be above that

Value,then before the InferiourCourt of Common Pleas within the fame County. Fo'Teirnre

And if any Perfon fhall be convift of fuch Oflfence a fecond Time,he fhall for- Conviaion
."

feit and pay to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence is commit-

ted, the Sum of twenty Shillings, or fuffer one Month's Imprifonment over and

above the Forfeiture abovefaid, or Damages to the Party injured.

ant! ije it mxW enactcn tip tf)e autf}o?itp afo?efaiti. That if any
Children or

Children or Servants fhall offend againft this Aft in any of the Particulars therein Servann of-

mentioned, and their Parents or Mafters refufe to anfwer the Forfeiture or Da- tending a-

mage awarded againft them •, they fhall be punifhed by whipping, fetting in 8^'"*^ thiiAa

the Stocks or Cage, or by Imprifonment, at theDifcretion of theCourt orjuftice
howpumflicd,

before whom the Profecution fhall be •, according to the Nature and Degree

of the Offence, and Circumftances aggravating.

^ntiU it tmilzi enacteti tjg t^e aut&oiitg afoiefaiD, That when in
x^j^f;^?^^^

Aftion of Trefpafs brought before a Juftice of Peace, theDefendant fliall juftify fo^c a Juftice

and demur upon Plea of Title, a Record fhall be made thereof, and the Matter of Peace,if the

of Faft be taken fro confefo,a.nd the Party making fuch Plea fhall become bound P^f^"*^^"'

with one or more Sureties by way of Recognizance unto the adverfe Party in a
piea^of*TitIe

reafonable Sum, not exceeding Twenty Pounds ; on Condition that he fhall pur- the Caufe to

'

fue his Plea, and bring forward a Suit for a Trial of his Tide, at the next In- be removedj

feriour Court of Common Pleas to be holden for the County, in which fuch ^?'* ^°"<^

Trefpafs is alledged to be done, and pay and fatisfy all fuch Damages and Cofts
^'^'°'

as by the faid Court Ihall be awarded againft him ; which Recognizance the

Juftice is hereby impowred to require and take, and fhall be paid for the fame

by the Reconufcer two Shillings, and one Shilling for recording his Plea • and at

the Charge alfo of the fame Party fhall certify the Procefs and Record of fuch

Plea, together with the Recognizance, unto the faid Infcriour Court ofcommon
Pleas. And if fuch Reconufcer fhall negleft to bring forward fuch Suit at the

Inferiour Court, according to the Tenor of hisRecognizance -, the Default fhall

be recorded, and a Writ of Scire Facias be ilTued out of the Clerk's OfHce of

the fame Court, in Manner as by Law is direfted, for the recovery of the Sum
or Penalty in the Recognizance mentioned, of him, his Surety or Sureties. Or >'

if upon Trial before the faid Court he fhall not make out a Title to the Land
orTenementon which theTrefpafs is laid to be done, paramount to thePoffefTion,

or other Title of the adverfe Party ; Judgment ftiall be rendred for the Party l^pon ncgka

trefpaffed upon, for treble Damages and Cofts of Suit. But if the Defendant in °[// g^j'^j'**

Trefpafs juftifying on Plea of Title ftiall refufe or negleft to become bound in fhrCaiTto
Manner as aforefaid, then his Plea Ihall abate, and the Juftice notwithftanding proceed.

the
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the fame, fliall proceed to try the Caufc ; and upon due Proof of the Trefpafs

committed by him, fhall award Damages againil him according to what Ihall

be made out ; and Coft of Suit,

Breach of the SnO fiC it fUttfeet euafteD, That if in the Opening and Pleading of any
Peace to be Adtion of Trefpafs, there be difclofed and proved any Breach of ±e Peace, the
puniflied.

Party or Parties guilty thereof, ihall be fined to the King ; or otherwife pu-

nifhed as the Law in fuch Cafe provides.

Preamble;

'Perfon* re-

ceiving or

buying ftolea

Goods.&'e. to

make Reftitu-

Cioti;

If unable to

make Refii-

tuliotj- to be

corporally

puniflied,

so G, ca, I.

CHAP. VI.

An A(ft againft receiving of Stolen Goods*

WHEREAS divers lewd and evil-minded Perfins for the fake of filthy

Lucre, do frequently receive from Indians, Molattos, Negroes, and other

fufpeiled Perfons, Money and Goods Jiolen, or obtained by other indire^ and un-

lawful Ways and Means, thereby encouraging of 'Theft ;

For Redrefs whereof

:

'Be it ncclareti atiD enafteD bg tf)e Lieutenant ©oucrnour, Coun*
cil anD EepreCentatitJes in General Court afiTemblcD, ann bg tbe

SUtbOlitg of tfte fame. That every Perfon whofoevcr which fhali prefume

either openly or privately, to buy or receive of or from any Indian, Molatto,

or Negro Servant or Slave ; or of any known, diflblute, lewd and diforderly

Perfon, of whom there is juft Caufe of Sufpicion ; any Money, Goods,Wares,
Merchandizes, or Provifions ; and it appear the fame Money, Goods, Wares,
Merchandizes or Provifions to have been ftolen, gotten or obtained by any in-

direft or unlawful Ways or Means : every Perfon fo ofFending,and being there-

of convifted, fhaU be fentenced to reftoreall fuch Money, Goods, Wares,Mer-
chandizes or Provifions, unto the Party injured in Specie (\i not altered) and
alfo forfeit to the faid Party the Value thereof over and above ; or double the

Value, where the fame are difpofed of or made away. And if the Perfon fo

offending be unable, or fhall not make Refl:itution as awarded, then to be open-

ly whipt with fo many Stripes (not exceeding twenty) as the Juftices or Court

rfiat may have Cognizanceof theOfFence fhall^order ; or to make Satisfadion by
Service. And the Indian, Negro, Molatto, or other fufpicious Perfon as afore-

faid, of or from whom fuch Money, Goods, Wares, Merchandizes orProvifions

fliall be received or bought, fhall be puniflied by whipping^not exceeding twenty

Stripes ; and be further profecuted as the Laws direds in Cafe of Theft ; unlefs

where fuch Money, Got>ds, or Provifions fhall be taken from theMafterof fuch
Perfon.

Money or

Goodi found,

[o be entred

with the

Town Clerk

in fix Dayi
after finding.

To be cticd

and poSed.

CHAP. VII.

AnA£l: relating toStrays and loftGoods &r.

%i|2<2B it enafteD lip tbe lieutenant eotjernour. Council anume^^
AliJ prefentatiioes, conijeneD in (General aiTemW]?, ann &p t&eau*
^^^ tf)0?itp of tbe fame. That whofoever fliall find any Money or Goods

loft, whereofthe Owner is not known •, the Finder within fixDays at the farthefh

next after, fhall give Notice thereof, in writing unto the Clerk of the Town in

which they were found, to be entred in aBook to be kept for that Purpofe ; and

Ihall alfo caufe the fame, to be cried by the Conftable or publick Cryer in fuch

Town, on three feveral Days at a publick Meeting of the Inhabitants thereof -,

and to be pofl:ed up in fome publick Place : And if the Money or Goods fo

found, be of the Value of twenty Shillings, or upwards, then to be cried and

pofted up in like Manner at the two next adjacent Towns.
anD
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9n0 6e it futtfier enacteu tp tlje autboiitp afoiefaiD, That every stray Be^ft,

Perfon who fhall find and take up any ftray Beaft, fhall caufe the fame to be ^^^^^^"1^^
'

entred, with the Colour and Marks, Natural and Artificial -, and alio to be „y[hcd.

pofted up and cried in Manner and Time as aforefaid ; and likewife within

twenty-four Hours (hall put, and from Time to Time keep a Wyth about the

Neck of fuch ftray Beaft ; on Pain of lofing all his Charges about it afterwards.

The next

And the Finder of any loft Goods, or ftray Beaft, ftiall alfo within the Time Juflice to be

before-mentioned, notify the next Juftice of the Peace within the fame County, ""i'
p*^ °^

thereof -, and fuch Juftice fliall forthwith thereupon order the fame to be ap- g°
^ strays'

prized by two meet Perfons by him to be appointed, and fhall adminifter an The fame ro

Oath unto them to deal juftly and indifferently therein. be appfiz;d.

And if the Finder of any loft Goods, or ftray Beaft, Ihfall neglect to caufe P^ns'.fy "n

the fame to be entred, cried, and pofted up in Manner and Time as before is
l-J^/f^'^'^Jf

£^°!

exprefs'd, or to Wyth fuch Beaft ; or if the Town Clerk fhall negleft to enter tti^cr, cryiup-

any loft Money, Goods or Stray, whereof he fhall be notifyed,and have tendred and pofling,

unto him the Fee oi fixPence^ (which he m.ay demand and receive, and no ^^^
°"r^\

TCiOXt) fuch Finder or Town-Clerk, for fuch Omiffion and Default refpedlive- fo°hisl>^"p.

Jy, fliall forfeit and pay to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town, one third Part kft.

of the full Value of fuch loft Money, Goods or Strays.

9ntl it is fUttfjCt CnaCteH, That if the Owner of any fuch loft Money, Refti-utim to

Goods, or ftray Beaft, appear within the fpace of one Year next after fuch Pub- "^^ ""'^= '"

lication as aforefaid, and make out his Right and Title thereto, he fliall have ^^^ 0*"=''-

Reftitution of the fame, or the full Value thereof ; allowing and paying three
p^^ f^^ ^^ ^

Fence for each Time it was cried,/;c Pence for entring thereof as aforefaid -, as ing and en-'

alfo paying fuch neceflary Charges as ftiall have arifen, for the keeping of fuch tring.

Strays, loft Money or Goods, or neceflary travel about them, to be adjufted

and determined by the Juftice that ordered the apprizal thereof ; or by fome

other Juftice in the fame County.

And if no Owner appear within one Year as aforefaid, then fuch Strays, No O^ner

loft Money or Goods, fliall be to the Finder -, he paying one Halfof theValue appearing, to

thereof (all neceflfary Charges being firft deduftedj according to Appraifement,
^^ ^fj^t'^^h

unto the Treafurer or Overfeers of the Poor of fuch Town, for the Ufe of the FindeT& the

Poor thereof •, and to be recovered by the Town Treafurer,Sele6t-Men or Over- Poor of the

feers of the Poor refpedtively, as in other Cafes, upon negleft or refufal to pay Town.

the fame.

ann it iiEt further neclarcn anti enacteD ft? tbe autfjotitp afoicfaiD,
That if any Owner of any ftray Beaft, or other Perfon, fhall take theWyth off Penalty for

from the fame, or take away fuch Stray before all the neceffary Charges arifen 'f'"^ °f ^^
for the entring, crying, and keeping thereof, be defreyed ; fuch Perfon fo ra.king''away'^

offending fhall forfeit and pay unto the Finder of fuch Stray, the full Value any Stray,

of the fame.

All the Penalties and Forfeitures in this Adt mentioned, to be recovered by Penaltiw.&'ir.

Aftion, Bill, Plaint or Information, before a Juftice of the Peace •, where the '^°* ^° *"=

Value exceeds not his Recognizance ; or in any other of His Majefty's Courts
''^'^"^'^'^ •

within this Province.

Provided, That no Perfon from the firft Day of March to the firft Day of ^° ^^"f
^°

December yearly, fhall take up any Horfe, Gelding, Mare or other Beaft for a from the firft

Stray ; or account or ufe them as Strays, though the Owner thereof be not of March lo

known ; unlefs fuch Beaft be taken damage feafant in Inclofures. '^wwiV

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

An Afl for the infpeding, and fupprefling

of Diforders in Licenced Houfes, &c.

Inn-holder., ^jS;^ it cnaaeti ant) Declaren bg tftc licutenant®ot!ernour,Coun^
&'f.tobepro- /O cilanDEeprefcntatitie!S,contiencD in®eneraiairemblp,aniJ ftp

J'er^rdnmemof
^^

^^. ^^^OlitP Cf XU famC, That all Inn-holders, Taverners and

Men and comm0n Viftuallers, fhall at all Times be furnifhed with fuitable Provifions and

Hoifcs, Lodging for the Refrelliment and Entertainment of Strangers and Travellers
;

Pafturing, Stable-Room, Hay, and Provender for Horfes ; on pain of being

deprived of their Licence.

And that no Perfon who is or fhall be Licenced to be an Inn-holder, Taver-
Penalfy for ner, Common Viftualler, or Retailer, fhall fuffer any Apprentice, Servant, or

^f"sT/"'"^ r
^^S™» ^^ fi": drinking in his or her Houfe ; or to have any manner of Drink

Neg^oei"
*° there, without fpecial Order or Allowance of their refpeflive Mafters ; on pain

of forfeiting the Sum of ten Shillings for every fuch Offence. Neither fhall

None to con- any licenced Perfon fuffer any Inhabitant of fuch Town v/here he dwells, or

tmue in pub- coming thither from any other Town, to fit drinking or tippling in his or her

'b*^ ^°n*^'
'^^*^"'*^' O'' ^"y of the Dependencies thereof -, or to continue there above the

Hour unlef) ^P^*^^ ^^ °"^ Hour (other thanTravellers, Perfons uponBufinefs or extraordinary

&c.
'

' Occafions,; on the like Penalty of ten Shillings for every Offence.

And every Perfon who contrary to this Aft, fhall continue in any fuchHoufe
II J. ca. I. tipling or drinking, orotherwife miforderinghim or her felf ; or above the fpace

of one Hour (other than as aforefaid) fhall forfeit and pay the Sum oi threeShil-

lings andfour Pence, or be itt in the Stocks, not exceeding four Hours Time.
And no Perfon or Perfons licenced as aforefaid, fhall fuffer anyPerfon to drink

f^ff"' a*
^\ ^° Drunkennefs, or Excefs, in his or her Houfe ; nor fhall fuffer any Perfon as

Drunk rhere^
^'^ °'' ^^^ Gueft to be and remain in fuch Houfe or any of the Dependencies

or to be there thereof, on the Lord's Day) other than Strangers, Travellers, or fuch as come
on the Lord'* thither for neceffary Refrelhment ; on pain of forfeiting the Sum of five Shil-
Day, unlefs,

i^^^^ fo^ every Offence in that Kind.

anD t)e it futt&er cnaftctj t»g tibe 3utf)ontp afoiefaiD, That all Fines

Penalties, &C. ^""^ Forfeitures arifing for any of the Offences before-mentioned, fhall be one

how to be Moiety thereof to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where theOffence iscom-
imployed. mitted ; and the other Moiety to him or them that fhall inform and profecute

for the fame -, fexcept where fuch Offences are prefented by a Grand Jury, in

which Cafe, the whole Forfeiture to be to the Ufe of the Town.) And every
Jufliceolthe

jufl;ice of the Peace within his Precinfts is hereby impowred to hear and deter-

PoBcr. "^'"^ concerning any of the Offences aforefaid, and to reftrain and commit the

Offender to Prifon, until he pay and fatisfy the Penalty or Forfeiture ; orother-

wife by Warrant caufe the fame to be levied by Diflrefs and Sale ofthe Offen-

ders Goods.

No inn-hoi- 9nD be it furtijer enaftets bj? tbc autf)0?itp afo?cfaiB, That before

der, 8'i;. to any Perfon fhall receive Licence to be an Innholder,common Vi6lualler,Taver-

'^e*^"'"befo
"^ °^ Retailer ; every fuch Perfon fhall (become bound by Recognizance to

entr?ng into
^^'^ Majefty, in the Sum of ten Pomids the Principal, and two Sureties in five

Recogni- Founds a piece, before one or more of the Juftices of the General SelTions of
zance. the Peace : On Condition following,

'that is to [ay :

THe Condition ofthisRecognlzance is fuch,That whereas the above-bounden

A. B. is admitted and allowed by the Juftices of the Court of General

forinn-hol-'' SefTions of the Peace, to keep a common Inn, Ale-Houfe or vi£l:u.il]ingHoufe,

der», &C. and to ufe common felling of Wine, Beer, Ale, Cyder, and other ftrongLiquors

by Retail for the fpace of one whole Year next enfuing, and no longer, in the

now dwellingHowfe of the faid A,B, in C. commonly known by theSign of-—

-

and'
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and no other : If therefore the faid A B. during the- Time aforefaid fliall not

permit, fuffer or have any playing at Dice, Cards, Tables, Quoits, Loggers,

Bowls, ShufRe-board,Nine-pins,Billiards ; or any other unlawful GameorGames

in his Houfe, Yard, Garden, Back-fide, or any of the Dependencies thereof;

nor fliall fuffer to be or remain in his Houfe, any Pcrfon or Perfons, (not being

of his ordinary Houlhold or Family) on the Lord's Day, or any Part thereof,

contrary to Law ; nor fliall fell any Wine, Liquors or other ftrong Drink to

any Apprentices, Servants, Indians or Negroes, nor fliall fuffer any Perfon or

Perfons to be there tipling, drinking, or continue there after nine of the Clock

in the Night Time, or otherwife contrary to Law. And in his faid Houfe,

fliall and do ufe, maintain and uphold good Order and Rule, and do endeavour

the due Obfervance of the Laws made for Regulation of fuch Houfes : Then

this prefent Recognizance to be void ; but on Default thereof, to abide and

remain in full Force and Virtue.

And before any Perfon fhall receive Licence to Retail any Wine or fcrong

Liquors to be fpent out of Doors, and not otherwife, fuch Perfon fnall become

bound by Recognizance as aforefaid : On Condition following.

That is to Jay :

THE Condition of this Recognizance is fuch. That whereas the above R«opn;

bounden A. B. is licenced and allowed by the Juftices of the Court of ^j^"'^'^'"'' ^^."

General Seffions of the Peace, to Retail for the fpace of one whole Year next j^oors

enfuing,and no longer,out ofhis now DwellingHoufe in C. Sort of flrong Liquors

to be fpent out of Doors, and not otherwife : If therefore the faid A.B.

fhall not entertain or fuffer any Perfon or Perfons to fit drinking or tipling in

his Houfe, Cellar, Back-fides, or any of the Dependencies of the faid Houfe,

nor fliall fell any other Sort of Drink than what he is licenced for, as abovefaid.

And fliall and do in and by all Things obferve the Diredions of the Law re-

lating to Perfons licenced for retailing out of Door only : Then this prefent

Recognizance to be void ; but on Default thereof to abide and remain in full

Force and Virtue.

For each of which aforefaid Recognizances the Party to who'm fuch Licence

fhall be granted, fliall pay two Shillings, to be divided betwixt the Juftice and
the Clerk.

Andfor the better infpeSling of licencedHoufes, and the difcovery offuch Perfons

as fhall prefiime to fell without Licence :

IBC it enaftCD tip tfje aUtbO^itp afO?efaiD, That the Seled-Men in each

Town refpeftively fliall take due Care, that Tything-men be annually chofen Tyrhing-mcn

at the general Meeting for choice of Town Officers, as is by Law provided, !°
''ho^i^n'^^'"

and upon any Vacancy to fill up the Number at any other Town Meeting :
^ '^ ° "^"^

•which Tything-men fliall have Power, and whofe Duty it fl:iall be carefully to

infpeft all licenced Houfes, and to inform of all Diforders or Mifdemeanours
which they fnall difcover or know to be committed in them, or any of them, Tvthincmcn
to a Juflice of the Peace, or Seffions of the Peace within the fame County ; as their Power '

alfo of all luch as fliall fell by Retail, without Licence ; and other Diforders or ^^^ I^'^^y-

Mifdemeanours committed in any fuch Houfe ; and in like Manner to prefent

or inform of all idle and diforderly Perfons, prophane Swearers or Curfers,Sab-

bath-breakers, and the like Offenders ; to the Intent fuch Offences and Mif-
demeanours may be duly punifhed and dilcouraged : Every of whichTything-
men fliall be fworn before a Juftice of the Peace, or at the Seffions of thepeace,
to the faithful Difcharge of his Office in Manner following.

That is to fay :

YOU A.B. being chofen aTything-man within theTown of C. for one Tear next ^^'^

enfuing, and until another be chofen and fivorn inyourStead: 'DoS\vca.r,That
you willfaithfully endeavour and intend the Duty ofyour Office. So help you God.

Which Tything-men ffiall have a black Staff of two Foot long, tip't at one Sf.g-_

End with Brafs about three Inches, .is a Badge of their Office ; to be provided
by the Seleft-men at the Charge of the Town.
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anti hz it mtW cnafteti tp tfje a[utf)0?itp afoicfaiu. That ifanyPer-

fon being duly cholen to the laid Office, iTiall refufe to take his Oath, or ferve
Penalty for therein, he fhall forfeit and pay the Sum oi forty Shillings, to the Ufe of the
nt.t ferving. p^^,. ^^^ j.j^g Town whereto he belongs ; upon Conviftion of fuch refufal before

the Juftice of the Peace, or Seffionsof the Peace where he is fummoned to be

Sworn, Certificate being produced under the Hand of the Town Clerk, that

fuch Perfon was legally chofen to that Office. And the faid Forfeiture to be

levied by Diftrefs and Sale of fuch Perfons Goods, by Warrant from a Juftice

of the Peace, or Seffions of the Peace refpcftively ; and delivered totheTown
Treafurer or Overfeers of the Poor, for the Ufe aforefaid. And for want of

fuch Goods whereon to make Diftrefs, the Officer in the faid Warrant ihall be

required to feize the Body of the Offender, and him commit unto Prifon, to be

there kept, until he fhall anfwer and pay the faid- Fine or Forfeiture, with the

Charges of levying the fame.

And all Tything-men that flrall inform and profecute for the Breach of any

Tythingmcn penal Aft, fhall have the Benefit of fuch Part of the Forfeiture as does by Law
allowed the

jj^crue unto the Informer. And all Perfons profecuted for Breach of any Aft
ene t o

relating to retailing without Licence, the Penalty whereof for one Offence ex-

ceeds not forty Shillings, befides Charges, may be convifted by two iingle Evi-

dences upon Oath, though but one to one Breach of fuch Aft, fo as both the

Breaches be within one Month, the Perfon accufed or complained of not plainly

and pofitively denying the Faft.

Snn te it furtfjec cnaaers bp tf)e autboptg afoiEfats, That every

Peribn to whom any Licence ftiall be granted, before the receiving or exercifing

£n"aIfo r

""
of the fame, over and above theRecognizance required for the due Obfervation

enter intoRe- of the Laws, and keeping of good Rule and Order as af:>refaid, fhall alfo be-

cognizance come bound unto Flis Majefty in a diftinft Recognizance, with ftifficient Sure-
for_ pjyinp

jjgg^ jj^ Manner as aforefaid, and in fuch Sum as the Juftices in Seffions fhall
thcit Excife.

^ppQ-j^j. . On Condition that the Perfon fo licenced fhall duly and truly pay the

Duties of Excife for his Draught, according to the Rates by Law eftabliftied, or

otherwife perform fuch Agreement for the fame as ftiall be made with theOfficer

or Officers, that ftiall from Time to Time be appointed to agree for,and receive

the faid Duties. For which Recognizance he ftiall pay the like Fee before-men-

tioned.

2nD hZ it fUttljCt Cna&Ctl, That for the future the Time of granting of
Licencf^robe

LJ^ences to Inn-holders and Retailers of Drink, ftiaU be at the firft General

fhe"next \z- Seuions of the Peace that ftiall be held and kept in Courfe within the feveral

neral Seffions Counties at or next after the nine and twentieth Day of June annually ; and
of cHe Peace, that fuch as have already obtained Licences, fhall hold them funlefs they for-
after t^he 29

^^^,^ ^^-^^ ^^^^ ^^ Breach of LawJ until the General Seffions of the Peace to be

'xwiliu'
^'^'

held in the refpeftive Counties as aforefaid, next after the nine and twentieth

Day of June, One Thoufand fix Hundred ninety nine : Any Law or Ufage

to the contrary notwithftanding.

And the better to prevent Nurferies of Vice and 'Debauchery :

"vlZZlo be 3!t i0 fUrtbet nCClarell, That the juftices of the General Seffions of the

licenced to Peace in each County refpeftively, be, and hereby are direfted not to Licence
keep publick

i^j-jore Perfons in any Town or Precinft to keep Houfcs tor common Entertain-

^h-^^'^'c ne"
ment, or to retail Ale, Beer, Cyder, Wine or ftrong Liquois within or out of

ccffJry forRc- Doors, than the faid Juftices ftiall judge neceffary for the receiving and Re-
frelhmcncof freftiment of Travellers and Strangers ; and to ferve the publick Occafions of
Travellcrt&c

^^^^y^ Town or Precinft ; having Regard to the Law for the Qualification and

Tcftote^o" Approbation of the Perfons fo to be licenced. And all publick Houfcs ftiall

High 5^re«s, be on or near the high Streets, Roads, and Places cf great Refort.
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anD te it further cnacteD bp tf)e mthoiitp^ afo^cfaiD, Thar the cicrk

of the InferioLir Court of Common Pleas in each fcveral County ; and theClerk

of the Superiour Court of Judicature refpeftively, byDireftion of theCourt from

Time to Time, fhail by Writ of Scire Facias profecute to Effect all fuch Re- Cktkt of the

cognizances as iTiall be taken in Court, or before any Juftice, wliereof Default '=veral Couns

is or fhallbe made in not performing the Condition of the fame : And upon
R(.copiiiz.jii-'

Execution awarded, to make out fuch Execution unto the Sheriff of theCounty, cos.

or his Deputy ; who are accordingly to levy the Sum therein exprelTed -, and

to account for the Monies or Eftate levied for Satisfaftion thereof, unto the

Treafury, as by Law he is obliged. And no Recognizance for the keeping of

good Rule and Order in publick licenced Houfes, or for retaihng out ofDoors,

fhall be put in Suit for any Breach thereof made, after the Expiration of two

Years from the Time of taking fuch Recognizance.

CHAP. IX.

An A61 for Explanation and Addition to

theA6l: for regulating of FenceSjCatteljS'f.

FO RJSMUCH as in and by an AEl of this Province^ Intithd, An Aft for

Regulating of Fences, Cattel, i^c. made andpajfcd in the fifth Tear of the

Reign of his prefent Majejly, and his late Royal Confcrt ^leen Mary, of bkffcd

Memory ; amotigji other Things therein contained : 3!t 10 (CuaCtEO, " That in 5 ^^- ^ ^^

" every Town and Peculiar within this Province, there be annually chofen by
'^^' '^'

<' the Inhabitants thereof, two or more meetPerfons to be Viewers ofFences" ;

hut no Penalty provided by thefaid ASi in Cafe the Perfons fo chofen refufe to accept

thereof:

15e it tf)ercfoi0 enaScD anD DcclareD &p tf}c£ieutcnant(Souernouc,

Council anQ Eeprcfentatitics in (General Court affemtleo, ann fag

tSC aUtijOritp of fije fame, That every meet Perfon that fhall hereafter be

chofen a Viewer of Fences within any Town, or Peculiar in this Province, re- ^ai\lz^ml
fufing to accept thereof ; or to be Sworn to the faithfulDifcharge of thatOffice , as a Fence-

fliall forfeit and pay to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town or Peculiar, the Sum Viewer,

of twenty Shillings ; and another fhall be forthwith chofen in his Room. And
every Perfon from Time to Time, chofen and Sworn to the faid Office, upon
due Notice given him, and being requefted by any Perfon or Peribns interefled,

to view any infufficient and defedlive Fence in and about any general or com- Penalty fof

mon Field •, or in and about any particular Field or Inclofure -, fhall forthwith ?°^ ^"^" '^^2

attend the fame : on pain of forfeiting the Sum oi twenty Shillings ; oneMoiety

thereof to the Ufe of the Poor oftheTown or Peculiar ; and the other Moiety

to him that fhall inform and fue for the fame. And each Fence-Viewer (hall

be allowed three Shillings a Day ; and proportionably for half a Day ; and under Allowance.

thztfix Pence an Hour, for his Time fpent in viewing of any Fence or Fences ;

to be paid him by the Party that fets him on Work,who fhall be reimburs'd the

fame by the Owner or Owners of the defeftive Fence. And when and lb often

as it (hall happen, any Fence to be broken or fallen down, or to be otherv/ife

defedlive ; the Owner or Occupant of the Land to which fuch Fence belongs,

upon Notice thereof given him, (hall forthwith repair the fame. And in Cafe

he refufe or negledt lb to do, the Fence-Viewers (hall caufe the fame to be fuffi-

ciently repaired, as the Law direfts. And all divifional Fences betwixt Man
and Man fhall be kept up in good repair for the v/hole Year ; unlefs the Pro-

prietors of the Lands fhall otherwife agree.

3nn &e it further cnaaeo bg tbe autf)0?it^ afo?efairi. That for the

better enabling of the Fence-Viewea"s to difcharge their Duty according to the

true Intent of the Law, it fliall and may be lawful to and for any Fence-Viewer,

by Warrant from the next Juftice of the Peace, orSeled-Men, (m fuch Towns
where no Juflice dwells) or the major Part of them,who are hereby refpeftively

N 2 impowred
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impowred to make out fuch Warrant, to imprefs Workmen and Teams for the

fpeedy repairing and making up of Fences that are defedlive or wanting
; pay-

ing double the ufual and accuftomed Rates for fuch Teams and Workmanfhip,
and to the Fence-Viewer for his Time -, to be adjufted and determined by the

Seledt-Men ; and to be by him recovered againfh the Owner or Occupier of the

Land about which fuch Fence is fet down or repaired, in Manner as the Law
direfts.

3n&l)eit futtljec enafteD bp.t&eSutlioiitgafoiefaiD^ That every

Party interefted in any common or general Field, fliall from Time to. Time
make and maintain his jufl: and due Fart andProportion of the Fence for enclo-

fmg the fame, according to his Intereil: therein, in fuch Manner as hath or fhaJI

be agreed on by the major Part of the Propriety ; the whole being duly warn-

ed and met to order the fame : and the Orders fo made fnall be binding and ob-

liging upon the Proprietors abfent : And a third Part of the Propriety in fuch

common qr general Field, fhall and may call and fummon a Meeting of the

Whole from Time to Time, as there fhall be Caufe.

And no Proprietor in any fuch Field dial! put or caufe to be put any Beaft,

Cattel or Sheep thereinto, over and above the Num.ber allowed him ; or keep
them longer there than theTime fet and limitted by the major Part of the Pro-

priety or interefted ; on Penalty of anfwering double the Damages that fhall

happen or accrue thereby, to be recovered in any Court proper to try the fame.

SlntJ it is further enaftCD, That all Partition-Fences betwixt Lands under

Improvement, fltall be made and maintained from Time to Time in equal

Halves by the Owners or Proprietors of fuch Lands refpedively. And in

Cafe any Proprietor of Land fliall improve his Land (the Land adjoining not

being under Improvement) and fo make the whole Partition-^ence ; when and
fo foon as the Owner or Proprietor of the adjoining Land fhall alfo improve
his, he fhall pay for the on^ Half of fuch Partition-Fence, according to the Va-
lue thereof at that Time, and keep up and maintain his half Part thereof from
thenceforward. Bur if either of fuch Proprietors adjoining do ceafe to make
Improvement of his Land, he that continires fo to do, fhall have Liberty to

purchafe the other Part of fuch Partition-Fence, as it fhall then be valued to be

•worth, by Perfons indifferently chofen by each Party for that Purpofe : And in

Cafe any Perfon improving as aforefaid,lhall negleft or refufe to make and main-

tain one Half of the Partition-Fence betwixt his Land and the Land next ad-

joining ; the Owner or Proprietor of fuch Land adjoining, fhall be liable to a

Suit, and to have recovered of him in any Court proper to try the fame, the full

Value of the one Half of fuch Partition-Fence, according to Eftimation there-

of upon Appraifement, by the other Party who makes and maintains the whole

Fence, together with hisDamage fuftained by fuchNegleft or Refufal as afore-

faid : Saving always to every Perfon and Perfons any particular Agreement or

Agreements touching the making and maintaining of fuch divifional Fence

between their Lands.

All Fines, Penalties, Forfeitures or Payments accruing by Virtue of this Acb
from Time to Time, to be had fued for and recovered in any Court proper to

the fame.

Provided, This A61 fhall not extend to Houfe-Lots not exceeding ten Acres :

but if the Owner or Owners of fuch Lots fhall improve, his Neighbour fhall

be compellable to make and maintain one half of the Fence between them,

whether he improve or not.

Provided alfo. That it fhall and may be lawful, to and for the major Part of

the Interefts or Propriety in any common or general Field, to difToIve and lay

down the fame at Pleafure ; all the Proprietors being firfl duly warned ; and there

being fix Months Time given before any fuch Field is laid down.

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

An Adi to prevent Default in the Appea-
rance of Jurors.

WHERE AS the Iffues or Finefet upon Jurorsfor default of appearing

and attending the Service of the feveral Courts of Juftice within this

Province whereto they are refpeSlively fummoned, is by Law limited 7 W^' ca. 4.

unto twenty Shillings ; whereby Perfons mojl able andfuffcient oft-times decline the

Service^ chufing rather to incur and undergo fo fmali a Penalty ; which may prove

a general IncotivenicHcs, and tend greatly to the Damage of particular Perfons in

Cafes of the greatefi Moment and Concern :

For Remedy whereof :

"Bt it Declaten ann enaftsa tsp tU lLieutcnant^C!\)ernour,Council
anOEeptefentatities, in^enetai Court affembleD, ann by tfje autf)o^

litj) of tpe fame, That it Ihall and may be lawful to and for the Juftices of

the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Afiize and General Goal Delivery, 3 G. ca. 5J

and the juftices of the General Seffions of the Peace, and of thelnferiour Court

of Common Pleas refpetStively ; to fet reafonable Fines upon jurors duly re-

uirned to ferve in the faid feveral Courts, and makingDefault,at the Difcretion

of the faidjuftices,not exceeding the Sum of Forty Shillings each •, and to caufe

the fame to be levied : Any Law, Ufage or Cuilom to the contrary notwith-

ftanding.

A£ls and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton the twenty-

fifth Day of May 1698. And continued byProrogation until the fifteenth

of November following.

CHAP. XI.

An Aa in Addition to, and Explanation of
the A(5t againft Adultery andPoIygamie,
made in the fixth Year of the Reign of
King William and Queen Mary.

r 'HE RE AS in the ASl Intitled, An Aft againft Adultery and Poly.

gamie, // is provided in thefe Words ;
" Provided always that this 6 W. ^M

" A(5l or any Thing therein contained fhall not extend to any Perfon ca. 4-

" or Perfons whofc Husband or Wife fhall be continually remaining
" beyond the Seas by the fpace of feven Tears together ; or whofe Husband
" or Wife fhall abfent him or her felf the one from the other by the fpace of
" feven-7'ears together, in any Part within their Majefties Dominions, or elfe-

" where, the one of them not knowing the other to be living within thatTime".
^H'-nch Limitation of kvea Years is in fame Cafes found to be excejfive and incon-

•venient :

Therefore for the better preventing the Violation of the feventh Command-
ment, and for obtaining the BleiTings God is wont to beftow upon the

Keepers of the fame :

050
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loo ::^irtftance to ^!)ertffg, conftaDieg, cVc.

H5Z it enaften anti neclarcD bp tf)elLieutenant®o\3etnour,CounciI
anD meptcfentatitics, conuenerf in General aiTcnitJlp : ann it is
enafteD ann Dedareo t>g tbe antf)o?it5 of ttc fame, That if any mar-
ried Perfon, Man or Woman, has lately or fhall hereafter go to Sea in any Ship
or other Veflel, bound from one Port to another, where the PafTage is ufually

made in three Months Time ; and fuch Ship or other Veflel has not been or
Limitation of fhall not be heard of within the fpace of three full Years next after their putting
\^^^^^^* to Sea from fuch Port ; or fhall only be heard of under fuch Circumftances, as

may rather confirm the Opinion commonly received of the whole Company's
being utterly lofl : In every fuchCafe, the Matter being laid before the Gover-
nour and Council, and made to appear -, theMan orWoman whofcRelation is in

this Manner parted from him or her, may be efteemed fingle and unmarried •

and upon fuch Declaration thereof, and Licence obtained from that Board,may
lawfully marry again : Any Law, Ufage or Cuflom to the contrary notwith-

ftanding.

Addicional

Aa
12 G. ca. I

Penalty for

refufal or

ncglcd ro

aid or aflld

the Sficriff.

Penalty for

pretending to

be a Sheriff,

^c. and not

fo binnpde.

CHAP. XII.

An Adt enabling Sheriffs, Conftables, (re.

to require Aid and Afliftance in the Exe-
cution of their refpedive Offices^ refer-

ring to Criminals.

FORASMUCH as it is oftentimes necejfary, that Sheriffs, Under-Sheriffs

and Conftables be aided and affiftedin the Execution of their refpe5fiveOffices :

IBe it ti)erefo?e cnaftcu tip t!)e}tieutenant®oi3ernour,Council ana
Eeprefentatities, conuenen in (General affemblp, anD bp tfje 9ut|)o=

ritg of tfit fame. That when and fo often as any Sheriff, Under-SherifF or

Conflable fliall be in the Execution of his OfHce, for the Prefervation of the

Peace, or for apprehending or fecuring any Perfon or Perfons for violating the

fame, or for any other criminal Matter or Caufe ; it fhall and may be lawful

to and for fuch Sheriff, Under-Sheriffor Conflable to require fuitable Aid and
AfTiflance therein. And if any Perfon or Perfons being required by any Sheriff,

Under-Sheriff or Conflable in his Majefly's Name, to aid and affift him in the

Execution of his Office as aforefaid, fhall negle6l or refufe fo to do, and b&
thereof convifted before one or more of his Majefly's Juftices of the Peace ;

fuch Offender or Offenders fliall be fined, to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town
where the Offence fhall be committed, not exceeding /or/}' Shillings, attheDif-

cretion of fuch Juftice or Juftices, according to the Circumftances aggravating

or leffening fuch Offence. And if fuch Offender or Offenders be unable or fhall

not forthwith pay the faidFine, fuch Juftice or juftices may punifli him or them
by Imprifonment, not exceeding forty eight Hours -, or by fetting in theStocks

not exceeding four Hours.

And it any Perfon or Perfons not being really and bond fide a Sheriff

Under-Sheriff or Conftable, fhall prefume to abufe his Majefty's Name and
Authority in pretending him or themfelves to be any or either of the faid Offi-

cers, and take upon him or themfelves to a£l as fiich, or to require any other

Perfon or Perfons to aid or aOift him or them in any Matter or Thing belong-

ing to the Duty of a Sheriff, Under-Sheriff or Conftable ; every Perfon or

Perfons fo offending, and being thereof convi£led, fliall forfeit and pay a Fine

not exceeding One Hundred Pounds, according to the Nature and Circumftan-

ces aggravating his Offence, at the Difcredon of the Court before v.'hcni the

Conviction fhall be •, one Moiety of the faid Fine or Forfeiture to be unto his

Majefty, towards the Support of the Government within this his Majefty'sPro-

vince
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vince ; and the other Moiety to him or them that fhall inform and prckcute

for the fame.

antJ be it furt|)er enactco tip tljc 3utf)0?itg afojcfaiD, That any of his

Majefty's Juftices of Peace, for the Prefervation of the fame, or upon View of Jufiices nuy

the Breach thereof ; or of any other Tranfgreffion o'i Law proper to his Cog- t-ommamj

nizance doncor committed by any Perfonor Perfons whatfoever, fliall,and here- ^"\rchznA an

by is impowred (m the Abfence of a Sheriff,Under-Sheriff orConftablej to re- oftcnder.

quire any Perfon or Perfons to apprehend and bring before him fuch Offender

or Offenders. And every Perfon or Perfons th:it fhall neglect or refufe to obey

any Juftice or Julfices in apprehending fuch Offender orOffenders, being there-

unto required as aforefaid ; Ihall incur and fuffer the like Pains and Penalties as

is before provided for refufing or neglefting to aflift any Sheriff", Under-Sheriff

or Conftable in the Execution of his Office, as before mentioned.

And no Perfon or Perfons fo offending, unto v/hom fuch Juftice is known. Penalty for

or fliall declare himfelf fo to be, fliall be admitted to plead Excufe on Pretence nepica or

.of Ignorance of his Office.
'"'"''''•

CHAP. XIII.

An A£l for the better Prefervation and In-

creafe of Deer within this Province.

THERE AS the killing of Deer at unfeafonahle Times of the Tear hath been

^ found very much to the Prejudice of this Province
; greatNumbers thereof Pfcamble,

having been hunted and deftroyed in deep Snows, when they are very -poor, and big

with young, the FlefJj and Skins of very little Value ; and the Increafc thereof

greatly hindred :

IBe it tberefo?e enactcD fjp tbelieutenant©oioernouv, Council anti

meprefentatitjes in (General Court alTemMeD, auD ijg tf)e aiuiboiitp

of tf)C fame. That no Perfon or Perfons whatlbever within this Province,from No Deer to

and after the laft Day of D^c^/zii^r, in this prefent Year, One Thoufand fix be kil edbc-

ITundred ninety eight, till the firft Day of Augujl, One Thoufand fix Hundred
'^''''l^^Jl"^.

ninety nine, and fo from the laft Day of December, to the firft Day of Augujt
^^^^^^ o^n pc-

tollowing annually for ever hereafter, fhall any ways whatfoever, kill anyBuck, nalty.

'

Doe or Fawn •, on pain that fuch Perfon or Perfons fo offending, fhall forfeit

the Sum of forty Shillings for the firft Offence, three Pounds for the fecond

Offence, zndjive Peunds for the third Offence ; and fo for everyOffence after :

one Moiety thereof unto his Majefty, to be employed towards Support of the

Government of this his Majefty's Province, and the other Moiety to him or

them that fhall inform and fue for the fame in any Court of Record within die

faid Province.

And if any Perfon or Perfons offending as aforefaid, fhall not have where- Perfom nna-

withal to pay his or their Fine or Fines, he or they fhall for the firft Offence ble to pay

work twenty Days, for the fecond thirty, and for ihs. third Offence fifty Days -,

^^^ Penal'y,

as fhall be directed by the Juftices, before whom the Caufe fhall be heard and i^or^
^ ^

determined ; and the Wages or Earnings for his or their Work,to be employed
to and for the Ufes before-mendoned.

And if any Venifbn, Skin or Skins of any Buck, Doe or Fawn newly killed. The Flefii or

fliall, at any Time in any of the aforefaid Months wherein they are by this Act Skin of aoy

prohibited to be killed, be found with, or in PoffelTicn of any Perfon or Perfons
J^'^^ f'lg^^

whatfoever, fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall beheld and accounted in the Law to entConviQi.
be guilty of killing Deer contrary to the Intent of this Ad, as fully as if it on.unlcfsB'.-.

were proved againft fuch Perfon or Perfons by llifHcient Witnefs viva voce ;

except fuch Perfon or Perfons do bring forth and make Proof who was the

Perfoi), or who v/sre the Perfons that fold or killed the fame.

]gsroviiticD
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Tame Deer jprotJiDeti alloaps, anu be it further enacten t? tf5S9uti)0?itp afo??--
may bekiil'd fgjQ^ That it fhall and may be lawful for any Perfon or Perfons whatfocver,
at any lime, ^j^^ j^^j] J^gep or breed any Deer came, or in any Park or Ifiand -, at any Time

to kill any Buck, Doe or Fawn fo kept and bred. And that any Perfon or

Perfons whatfoever, fhall have free Liberty of hunting as formerly to the Eafl-

ward of Pi[cataqy.a River : Any Thing in this Aft to the contrary notwith-

flanding.
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CHAP. XIV.

An KOl for Hearing and Determining of
Cafes in Equity,

WHERE AS the refpeSlive Courts of Juftice within this Province are by

Law impowred, where the Forfeiture of any penal Bondfloall be founds in

the entring up of Judgment in fuch Cafe, to Chancer the fame unto the jufiDebt and
Damages : The PraSlice whereof is found to give great Eafe and SatisfaSfion unto

His Majefiy''s SubjeSfs ; whereby Opprejfion, Delay, and great Cojls and Charges

are prevented, which otherwife would unavoidably arife. And Applications hav-
ing been unto this Court, thatfurther Provifion may he madefor Relief in Equitjy.

in Cafes not relievable by the Rules of the Common Law.
To the Intent therefore that Juftice and Equity may be jointly adrniniflred :

IBe it enacteo &p tbe Lieutenant ©oijernout. Council ano Ee=
prcfentatiues, in <S5eneral Court alTemtJleo, ants bg tbe autboiitg of
tjbe fame, That in all Cafes brought or to be brought for Tryal in the Supe-
riour Court of Judicature, or in the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas within

the feveral Counties, where the Forfeiture or Penalty annexed unto any Arti-

cles, Agreement, Covenant, Contraft, Charter-Party, or other Specialties, or

Forfeiture of Eftates on Condition, executed by Deed of Mortgage, or Bargain

and Sale with Defeaifance, fhall be found by Verdift of Jury, or Confeffion of
the Obligor, Mortgager or Vender ; the Juflices of the faid Courts refpeclively

where the Tryal is had, are hereby impowred and authorized, to moderate the

Rigour of the Law ; and on Confideration of fuch Cafes according to Equity

and good Confcience, to Chancer the Forfeiture, and enter up Judgment for the

jufl Debt and Damages, and to award Execution accordingly : only in real

Aftions upon Mortgage or Bargain and Sale, with Defeafance, the Judgment
to be conditional ; that the Mortgager or Vender, or his Heirs, Executors or

Adminiftrators do pay unto the Plaintiff, fuch Sum as the Court fhall deter-

mine to be juftly due thereupon, v/ithin two Months Time after Judgment en-

tred up for difcharging of fuch Mortgage or Sale ; or that the Plaintiffrecover

PofTeffion of the Eflate fued for, and Execution to be av/arded for the fame.

9nt) be it imtW enacteo bg tlje autboiitp afoiefaiEi, That in all

Cafes of like Natute heretofore heard and tried in any of the Courts of Juftice

within this Province fince the Month of April, in the Year of Our Lord God,
One Thoufand fix Hundred eighty fix, where the whole Forfeiture or Penalty

of any Bond or Obligation, Conditioned for the Payment of Money, Perfor-

mance of Articles, Covenants, Agreements, Charter-Parties,or other Specialties

has been recovered and exafted ; or where any Eftate granted on Condition by

Mortgage, or Bargain and Sale, with Defeafance hath been recovered, and the

Mortgagee or Vendee by himfelf or Affigns hath entred into -, or by anyWays
or Means whatfoever obtained PoflTelfion thereof for Default of the Mortgager

or Venders paying the Money, or otherwife performing what according to fuch

Condition or Defeafance he ought to have done ; the Party aggrieved and op-

prefTed by fuch Exaftion, or to whom the Right or Equity of Redemption of

any fuch Eftate does belong, may bring his Suit for Remedy and Relieftherein,

by filing a Bill, Plaint or Declaration, either in the Superiour Court of Judica-

ture
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uire, or thelnferiourCourt of CommonPleas at hisPleafure ; and fliall caufe tlie

adverfeParty to be lerved with a Writ orProceis out of fuchCourt,iifteenDaysl)C

fore the Day of the fitting of the fame ; briefly notifying thelmport of the laid

Bill, Plaint or Declaration, and rcqiiinng him to appear at the faid Courc,to make

his Anfwer and Defence. And in Cafe of the Defendant's Non-appearance, or

on Motion made to the Court, and realbnable Caufe therefore flievvn, theCourt

may continue fuch Suit unto the next Court, and no longer.

Provided, No fuch Suit fhall be brought, after the tenth Day of December,

which will be in the Year of Our Lord, OneTlioufand fcven Hundred and one.

And the Juftices in the before mentioned Courts refpeftively are hereby im- The jufilrc*

powred and authorized to receive and hear every fuch Cafe and Cafes that fliall °^ fl""^ (evcial

be orderly brought before them, as aforefaid ; and on Confideration of the fe- °^\^*j
'^^\c-

veral Pleas and Allegations made by either Party, to decree and enter upjudg- ceive and

ment therein agreeable to Equity and good Confcience, and to award Execution hear ii.ch

accordingly. And where any Mortgagee or Vendee of any Houfes or Lands Caie«, and to

granted on Condition hath recovered, orentred into, and taken PolTefllon of the
f^Eq.ji.y

fame for the Condition broken, the Mortgager orVender, or his Heirs tendring

Payment of the original Debt and Damages, or fuch Part thereof as was remain-

ing unpaid, at the Time of Entry ; with reafonable Cofts and Allowance for

any Difl^urfements afterwards laid out on fuchHoufingorLands for the Advance-

ment and bettering of the fame, over and above what the Rents, Profits or Im-

provements thereof made, fhall amount unto, upon a juft Computation thereof

by the Court, as on hearing of the Parties fliall be made to appear ; TheMort-
gagee or Vendee, or his Heirs, or the prefent Tenant in PofTefnon (being the

Purchaler and holding in his own Rightj fliall be obliged to accept fuch Pay-

ment, and to reflore and deliver PofTelTion of the Effate unto the Mortgager or

Vender, or his Heirs, and Seal, Execute andAcknowledge a good and llafficient

Deed in the Law of Releafe and Qtiitclaim to the fame. But in Cafe of his not

appearing in Court, or refufal to accept fuch Payment tendred, the whole of the

faid Monies which the Court fhall enter Judgment for, being left in Cuflody of

the Court on Behalf, and for the Ufe of the Mortgagee or Vendee, his Heirs or

AfTigns : Judgment fhall be entred up for theMortgager orVender,orhisHeirs,to

recover PofTefnonoffuchHoufes or Lands,andExecution be accordingly awarded.

SJntl further it 10 CnaCteU, That at anyTime hereafter where theMortga- demplion
'

gee or Vendee fhall be in actual PofTefiion of any Eflate granted on Condition, where the

It fhall be in the Liberty of the Mortgager or Vender,or his Lleirs, to bring his Mortgagee it

Suit in Manner as aforefaid, for Redemption thereof, within the fpaceof three •" P°'f^'f'°''j

Years next after the Term therein expired, and not afterward. |°
^ Ycar».'

Provided always. That the Party aggrieved at any Judgment to be given as 12 J. ca. x.

aforefaid, fhall have the fame Liberty of Appeal and Review as in other Cafes Appeal.

is provided at the common Law.
~

CHAP. XV.

An Aft forEftablifliing theForm ofanOath
to be adminiftred unto thejuftices of the

Superiour Court of Judicature, and the

Julticesof the Inferiour Court ofCom-
mon Pleas refpedively.

/%!n^C it enaftcti bp t&e lieutenant (Soticrnour, Council an3 Ke*
^£0 ptcfentatities in^SeneralCourt aiTemtiieD, anD ftp ti)eaut!)o?!tp'^^ of tbe fame, That theOath following fhall be adminiftred unto each of
the Juftices of the Superiour Court of Judicature ; and alfoto each of thejuftices

of the refpedtive Inferiour Courts of Common Picas within this Province,bv the

O Governour
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Governour or Commander in Chief for the Time being of the fame ; or fuch

as fhall be by him thereto appointed.

That is to fay

Jufticci of

Courti Oath.
YOU Swear, That ivell and tru^y you Jhall ferve OurScvereign Lord theKing

and his People in the Office of a Jiiftice of the Court of- And that

you will do equal Law and Execution of Right to all People^ Poor andRich, after

the Laws and Ufage of this Province : And in fuch Cafes as the Law does efpeci-

ally provide to be relieved in Eq^uity, there to proceed according to Equity and good

Confcience, without having Regard to any Perfon. So help you GOD.
Which before recited Oath fhall alfo be adminiftred as aforefaid, unto the

Juftices that fhall be appointed and commiffioned for the refpective Courts afore-

faid, from Time to Time, before their entringupontheExecutionof theirOffice.

A£ts and Laws.
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton the thirty firft

Day of May i 6 g g.

General Sefli-

ons of the

Peace, their

Conftitution

arrtl Power,

The Timei
anH Placet for

holding a

Court of Ge-
neral SefTioni

of the Peace,

in the feveral

GountJei.

CHAP. I.

An Acfl: for holding of Courts of General
SeiTions of the l^eace, and afcertaining

the Times and Places for the fame.

€ it cnafteD ann o^cainen bp U& ciBrcellcncg tt)C (Sotiemour,
Council antj Eeprefenmtitieg, in <5cneral Court affemtleD,
ann tJp tbe autf}0?itg of tU fame. That there fhaJJ be held and

kept in each refpeftive County within this Province yearly, and in every Year
at the Times and Places in this Aft hereafter mentioned and exprcKed, A Court

of General Seffwns of the Peace, by the Juftices of the Peace of the fameCounty ;

or fo many of them as are or fliall be limitted in the Commidion of the Peace :

Who are hereby impowred to hear and determine all Matters relating to theCon-

fervation of the Peace, and Punifhment of Offenders, and whatfoever is by them
Cognizable according toLaw -, and to givejudgment,and award Execution therein.

ann be it further enactcn tip tf)£autHo?itg afo?efaiD, That theTimes

and Places for the holding and keeping the faid Courts of General SelTions

of Peatce within the refpeftive Counties, fhall be as followeth : That is

to fay : For the County of Suffolk ; at Boflon, on the firft Tuefdays in fuly^

05fober, January, and April : For the County of Effex •, at Salem, on the laft

Tuefdays in June and December -, at Newbury, On the lafh Tuefday in September ;

and at Ipfwich, on the laft Tuefday in March : For the County of Middlefex ;

at Cambridge, on the fecond Tuefday in September, at Ckirljlozt-n, on the fecond

Tuefdays in December and March, and at Concord on the fecond Tuefday in Juite :

For the County of Plymouth ; at Plymouth, on the third Tuefdays in September,

December and June, and on the firft Tuefday in March : For the County of

Barnftable ; at Barnfiable, on the firft Tuefdays in July, OElober, January and

April : For the County of Briflol ; at Brijlol, on the fecond Tuefdays in July,

O^ober, January and April : For the County of 2''ork ; at IFells, on the firft

Tuefdays in July and October, and at Tork, on the firft Tuefdays in January and

April: For the County of Hampfhire ; at Springfield, on the firft Tuefday in

September, and third Tuefday in May, and at Northampton, on the firft Tuefdays

in December and March : For Dukes County -, at Edgar-TozvK,on the ^irHTuef-

day in OSlober, and on the firft Tuefday in March : and for the Ifland of Nan-

tucket ; at the faid Ifiand, on the irirttTuefday in O^ober, and on the laft Tuefday

i-n Martb, yearly and in every Year, from Time to Time.

anD
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ainn U it further cnaftcn bg tftc autf)0?itp afoiefaiD, That it fhaii Appeal to

and may be lawful for any Perfon aggrieved at the Sentence of the Juftices in *^,^.°"'"
^

any Court of General Seffions of the Peace, to make his Appeal from fuch

Sentence (the Matter being originally heard and tried in the faid Courtj unto

the next Court of AfTize and General Goal Delivery to be held within or for

the fame County, there to be finally iffued.

Provided, That no Appeal fhall be granted, unlefs it be claimed at the Time Appellanr to

of declaring the Sentence, and the Appellant enter into Recognizance,with two pive Securiry

fufficient Sureties within the fpace of two Hours next after, in a reafonable Sum ^P""
pro'fcu-

for his perfonal Appearance at the Court appealed to, and Profecution of his "°"> ^'^'

Appeal there with Effeft ; and to abide and perform the Order or Sentence of

the faid Court thereon, and to be of the good Behaviour in the mean Tim,e.
g^^ Rcfoive

And the Party appealing is to remain in Cuftody of an Officer, until he fhall ar the end of

have given fuch Security. An<^ the Officer not to be allowed above Hvelve ihis AS.

Pence an Hour for his Time and Attendance.

Provided alfo. That every fuch Appellant do file the Reafons of his Appeal Re^foni of

in the Clerk's Office of the Court appealed unto feven Days before the Day of
fi|^d'"fc^en

"^

the fitting of the faid Court; and alio at his own Coft, do take out and pre- Dan before

fent unto the Court, an attefted Copy of the Sentence, and likewife attefted thcSitiingof

Copies of all the Evidences upon which the fame was groundtd. And theAp- ^^^ *"°'^'''

pellant lliall pay the like Fee for the entring of his Appeal in the Court appeal-
^^^^^ ^

ed to, as is by Law required, for entry of an Aifbion in a Civil Caufe, and the

like Fee to the Jurors, that fhall try the fame.

ant) 6^ it fuit|)er cixafteti by t^c ^utfjoiit? afoiefaiD, That in con-
j,^,^^,^ ^„^

venient Tmie before the fitting of the faidCourt of GeneralSeffions of the Peace co b= choicn

in each refpedlive County, the Clerk of the Peace in fuch County fhall ilTue out and fammon-

^arrants direfted to theConftables of the feveralTowns within the fameCounty, ^''•

or the moil principal of them ; requiring them to aflemble theFreehoiders and

other Inhabitants of their Town qualified as in and by his Majefty's Royal

Charter is directed, to eleft and chufefo many good and lawful Men of the

faid Town or Diftrifls thereof alike qualified as aforefaid, as the Warrant ihall

direft -, to ferve as Jurors at fuch Court. And the Conftable fhall fummon the

Perfons fo chofen, to attend accordingly at the Time and Place appointed ; and

make timely Return of his Warrant unto the Clerk that granted the fame ; on p^"^'?,
°"

pain that every Conftable failing of his Duty therein, fhall forfeit and pay unto n^glcdin" to

the County-Treafurer for the Ufe of the County, a Fine not exceeding five make their

Pounds., nor Lefs than forty Shillings, at the Difcretion of the Juflices of fuch Return.

Court : unlefs fuch Conftable fo failing of his Duty as aforefaid, fhall feafonably

make a reafonable Excufe unto the Juflices of the faid Court, for his Default,

and the fame be allowed of by them.

And if by reafon of Challenge, or otherwife, there do not appear a fufficient
^J''"?

'° ^^'

.

Number of good and lawful Men to make up the Petty Jury or Juries,to ferve in^cailThe'c
'

at the faid Court : Then and in fuch Cafe the faid Jury or Juries, ffiall be filled fail of afuffi-

Q^ De talibas circumjlantibus, to be returned by the Sheriff
-, and where the cicnc Number.

Sheriff is concerned or related to either of the Parties in any Cafe, to be returned

by the Coroner.

ann be it furtber enacten bp tbe autboritg afo?«faiD, That it fiiaii ;^PPsemIn°«

and may be lawful for any Perfon fentenced for any criminal Offence, by one or ^f one or

more Juftices of the Peace out of Seffions, to appeal from fuch Sentence unto more Juftices

the next Court of General Seffions of the Peace to be held within the fame of the Peace.

County. Every fuch Appellant recognizing with Sureties in a reafonable Sum
not exceedingj?w Pounds, for his appearance at the Court appealed to, and to

profecute his Appeal there with Effect, and to abide and perform the Order

or Sentence of the faid Court thereon, which is to be final ; and in the mean
Time to be of the good Behaviour. And every fuchAppellant ffiall attend the

fame Rules and Method for bringing forward his Appeal at the faid Court of

General Seffions of the Peace, as before in thisA6l is provided inCafe ofAppeal

from the faid Court, to the Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery. And
O z fliaH
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ftiall pay the like Fee for entring of his Appeal, aS for the entring of a Civil

Adlion in the Inferiaur Court of Common Pleas ; and the like Fee to the Ju-

rors as is paid them in the faid Inferiour Court.

[ Jta Great and General Court begun and held a/Bofton the 2 6th ofMay 1703.

^he following Refolve pajjed, viz. A^eflion being moved upon the thirdseclion or

Paragraph in the /i^ for holding of Courts of General Sejfions cf the Peace, &cc.

fnade and paffed in the eleventh Year of King Wfljiam the 'fhird ; viz.

Whether the Bond for the good Behaviour direSied by the faid AM to be given in

Cafe of Appeal from the Sentence of thejujlices, in any Court of General

Sejfions of the Peace, be demandahle of any other, fave of the Perfon profe-

cuted, convi^ed andfentenced for any Crime, and his Sureties ?

Refolved in the Negative : And that the Law is fo to be underflosd andfraRi-

ced accordingly : Any Ufage or Cufijim to the contrary notwithjlanding.]

CHAP. ir.

Infcrioar

Court'i Con.
flirution and

Power.

Times and

PlaCM for

holding them.

Altered ai

thofc of rhe

Genera; Seffi-

one of the

Peace in the

preceeding

A&.

An Aa for the Eftablifliing of Inferiour

Courts of Common Pleas in the feveral

Counties of this Province,

215
<B it cnafteD anu oinaincu hp {)ig Crcellencp ti)C (Sotiernour,

Council anD IRcprcfentatities, in (General Court aiTemtilcD,

anD t)g tF)C aUtbO?itP of t&e fame. That there fhail be held and

kept in each refpedive Coiinty within this Province •, and at thelfland of iVij«-

tuckett within the fame, yearly and every Year, at the Times and Places in this

Adl hereafter mentioned and exprefled. An Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, by

four fubftantial Perfons, to be appointed and commiffionated as Juftices of the

fame Court in each County -, any three of whom to be a Quorum, for the hold-

ing of the faid Court •, who fhall have Cognizance of all civilAftions arifmg or

hapning within fuch County, triable at the common Law, of what Nature,

Kind or Qiiality foevcr : And are hereby impowred to give Judgment therein,

and award Execution thereupon.

anti be it furtj)er enacteD bp tf)e3ut|)0?itB afo?efaiD, That theTimes

and Places for the holding and keeping the faid Inferiour Court of Common
Pleas within the feveral and refpedive Counties, lliall be as folloNveth : That is

to fay : For the County of Suffolk ; at Bojlon, on the firft Tuefdays in July,

OElober, January, and April : For the County of Efex ; at Salem, on the laft:

Tuefdays in June and December ; at Newbury, on the laft Tuefday in September ;

and at Ipfwich, on the laft Tuefday in March : For the County of Middlefex ;

at Cambridge, on the fccond Tuefday in September, at Charljlown, on the fecorld

Tuejdays in December and March, and at ConcSrd on the fecond Tuefday in June:

For the County of Plymouth ; at Plymouth, on the third Tuefdays in September,

December and June, and on the firft Tuefday in March : For the County of

Barnjlable ; at Barnftable, on the firft Tuefdays in July, October, January and

April : For the County of Brijiol ; at Briftol, on the fccond Tuefdays in July,

O£fober, January and ylpril : For the County of York ; at Wells, on the, firft

Tuefdays in July and October, and at York, on the firft Tuefdays in January and

April : For the County of Hampfhire ; at Springfield, on the firft Tuefday in

September, and third Tuefday in May, and at Northampton, on the firft Tuefdays

in December and March : For Dukes County ; at Edgar-Town,or\ the ?ukTuef

day in OSlober, and on the firft Tuefday in March : and for the Ifland of Nan-

tucket ; at the faid Ifland, on the h:Q:Tuefday in OMober, and on theJaft Tuefdty

in March, yearly and in every Year, from Time to Time.
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anu U it futtljei: enaften bpm 9utf)o?itp afoicfaiD, That all Pro- ^;;'^;°^,

ceffesand Writs for the bringing any Cauie or Suit to Trial in any of the faid ,^^ cieik'»

Inferiour Courts, fhall iffue out of the Clerk's Office of fuch Court in His Ma- office,

iefty's Name, under the Seal of the faid Court, to be figned by the Clerk, and

direded to the Sheriff or Marfhal of the County, his Under-SherifforDeputy.

And if fuch Procefs or Writ be againft the Sheriff or Marfhal, to be direfted to Coroner,

the Coroner of fuch County ; who is hereby impowred to execute the fame. '"^
' "g

And where the Sum fued for is under TV« Pounds^ may be alfo directed to the
\^_ q ^j. 4.

Conftables of the Town. And Writs as well original asjudicial iffuing out of

the Clerk's Ofhce of the faid Court, fhall run into any County and Place within To mn thro"

this Province -, and be there executed by the Officer or Officers of fuch County '"^^^ P'o>/incc,

to whom they are direfted. And all proper original ProcelTes in the faidCourt, ^summon.^

fhall be Summons, Capias or Attachment, which fhall be fervcd and executed Capia. or

fourteen Days before the Day of the Sitting of the Court where fuch Writ or Atrschmenc,

Procefs is returnable.

Provided, That no Aftion under theValue o^forty Shillings fhall be brought ^^^^°^ ^°
^^^

into any of the faid Inferiour Courts, unlefs where Freehold is concerned ; or
°

upon Appeal from a Juftice of Peace.

antJ be it furtbct enafteo bp tbeautbo^itp afo?cfaiD,Thatinconveni-

entTime before the Sitting of the faidlnferiourCourt in each refpetliveCounty -,

the Clerk of fuchCourt fhall iffue out Warrants direfted to the Conftables of the c'erk« to

feveral Towns within the fame County, or the moft principal of them : requir- iffie out

incr them to affemble the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of their Town qua- Warrant

lifted as in and by His Majefty's Royal Charter is directed ; to eleft and chufe

fo many good and lawful Men of the faid Town or Diftrids thereof alike qua-

lified as aforefaid, as the Warrant fhall diredl ; to ferve as Jurors at fuchCourt.

And the Conftabk ffiall fummon the Perfon fo chofen, to attend accordingly at

the Time and Place appointed ; and make timely Return of his Warrant unto

the Clerk that granted the fame ; on pain that every Conltable failing of his

Duty therein, fhall forfeit and pay unto the County-Trcafurer for theUfe of the

County a Fine not exceeding /-y^ Pc-^Wj, nor lefs than forty Shillings, at the

Difcretion of the Jultices of luch Court : Unlefs fuch Conltable fo failing of

his Duty as aforefaid, fhall feafonably make a reafonable Excufe unto the Jufli-

ces of the faid Court, for his Default, and the fame be allowed of by them.

And if by Reafon of Challenge, or otherwife, there do not appear a fufficient

Number of good and lawful Men to make up the Petty Jury or Juries,to ferve

at the faid Court ; then and in fuch Cafe the faid Jury or Juries fhall be filled

up De talibus circmiftantibus, to be returned by the Sheriff ; and where the

Sheriff is concerned, or related to either of the Parties in any Cafe, to be re-

turned by the Coroner.

CHAP. III.

An Aft for eftablifliing a Superiour Court
ofJudicaturcCourt of Affize, andGene-
1 ai Goal Delivery within this Province.

^It^*^ it enaftetJ ann orbainco bpW dBrcellcncp tbc (^obcrnour,
iO Council anb Ecprefcntatibcs in General Court aflfcmbleb, ^^**^

anb bp tbe 9UtbO?itp of tbe fame, That there Ihall be a Superiour ^^^7 j^.
Court ot Judicature, Court of Affize, and General GoalDelivery over this whole dicaturc

Province, to be held and kept annually at the refpedtive Times and Places in Court of

this A(5t hereafter mentioned and expreffed, by one chief Juftice, and four other Afliie_ &c.

Juftices to be appointed and comrriiffionated for the fame -, any three ofwhom
\y^^ll^

*^'"

to be a Riorum, who fhall have Cognizance of all Pleas, real, perfonal or mixt, Powcr,
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Times and
Places for

hoIdii]g Su-

perjour

Courti.

J I G. ca. 4.

Nantucket,

Proceis to be
ferved four-

teen Dayi be-

fore the

CoarttSirting.

Jarori how
to be chofen.

as well all Pleas of the Crown, and all Matters relating to the Confervation of
the Peace, and Punifhment of Offenders ; as civil Caufes or Adhions between
Party and Party ; and between his Majefty and any of his Subjefts, whether
the fame do concern the Realty,and relate to any Right of Freehold and Inheri-

tance ; or whether the fame do concern thePerfonalty,and relate toMatterof Debt,
Contra£i:,Damagc or perfonal Injury -, and alfoall mixcAftions which concern both
Realty and Perfonalty brought before them by Appeal, Review, Writ of Error,
or otherwife as the Law diredls. And generally of all other Matters as fully

and amply to all Intejits andPorpofes whatfoever, as the Courts ofKing'sBench,
Common Pleas and Exchequer within his Majefty's Kingdom of £«_g;/^»i,have,

or ought to have. And are hereby impowred to give Judgment therein, and
award Execution thereupon.

ann be it imiW enacteD b;p tbc aut&oiitp afo^efaitf, That theXimes
and Places for the holding and keeping of the faid Superiour Court of Judica-

ture, Court of AiTize and General Goal Delivery, fnall be as folioweth : That
is to fay : Within and for the County o^ Suffolk, aiBcJloft, upon the firft 'Tuef-

days in JSfovember and May ; within and for the County of EJfex, at Salem, on
the fecond Tuefday in November ; and at Ipfwich, on the third Tuefday in May :

within and for the County of Middle/ex ; at Cambridge, on the lafl: Tuefday in

July ; and at Charljlown, on the laft Tuefday in January : within and for the

County of Hampfiiire ; at Springfield, on the fecond Thurfday mjuguft : within

and for the County of 7''ork ; at Kittery, on the Tburfiviy in the Week next be-

fore the Time herein fet and appointed for the Sitting of the faid Superiour

Court at Ipfwich : for the Counties of Plymontb, Barnjlable and Dukes County ;

at Plymouth, on the laft Tuefday in March : and within and for the County of
Brijiol ; at Brijlol, on the fecond Tuefday in September yearly, and in every

Year, from Time to Time.

anu be it further enacten bp tbc autboiitp afoicfaio, That there iiiaii

be held and kept a Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affizeand General

Goal Delivery, for the hearing and determining of any capital Offence or

Offences that fhall arife tr happen within the liland of Nantuckett, at fuchPlace

within the fame, and at fuch Time as theGovernour and Council advifing with

the Juftices of the faid Court fhall from Time to Time direft and appoint, ac-

cording as Occafion may be.

Provided neverthelefs. That the Trial of all Matters and Caufes by Appeal
from the Court of General Sefiions of the Peace, or Inferiour Court of Common
Pleas refpedively within the faid \{[zn6.ofNantuckett,othy Writof Error relating

to any Judgment given in the faid Inferiour Court -, fhall be in the Superiour

Court of Judicature, Court of AfTize and General Goal Delivery, to be held

within the Counties of Suffolk or Middlefex.

anB be it furtber enacten bp tbe autboiitp afo?efaiD, That aii Pro-

ceffes and Writs iffuing out of the faidSuperiour Court of Judicature to beheld

within or for any County within this Province, fhall be in his Majeffy's Name,
under the Seal of the faid Court, and figned by the Clerk thereof, and fhall

be direfted to the Sheriff, his Under Sheriff or Deputy, or other proper OfHcers,

who are hereby impowred and required to obfer\'e and execute the fame : And
fhall run into any County or Place within this Province, and be there executed

by the Officer or Officers of fuch County or Place to whom they are diredled.

And all Proceffes for the Trial of civil Caufes in the faid Court upon Review
or in other Cafes which by Law may be originally there brought, fhall be

ferved and executed fourteen Days before the Day of th? Sitting of the Court

where fuch Writ or Procefs is returnable.

ann be it furtber enactcD bp tbe auttojitp afojefaiu. That in con-

venient Time before theSitting of the faid SupenourCourt of Judicature, Court

of Affizeand General Goal Delivery in each refpcftive County, theClerkof the

faid Court fhall iffue outWarrants direfted to theConfbablesof tlie leveralTowns

within theCounty or Jurifdidtion of the faidCourt,or the mofl principal ofthem -,

requiring fuch Conftables to alTemble the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of

their
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their Town qualified as in and by his Majefty's Royal Charter is directed, to

cled and chule lb many good and lawful Men of the laid Town or Diftrifts

thereof, alike qualified, as aforelaid, as the Warrant flmll direiSt, to fcrve as Ju-

rors at the laid Court : And the Conliable fiiall Summon the Perfons fochofen, Penalty on

to attend accordingly at the Time and Place appointed, and make timely Re-
^""letu'n'in^

turn of his Warrant unto the Clerk that granted the fame ; on pain that every
^Y^^^, vVar-

°

Conftable failing of his Duty therein, lliall forfeit and pay unto the CountyTrea- ranrs for

furer for the Ufe of the County, a Fine noc exceeding Ki;^ Pounds, nor lefs than 'ihoice of

foriy Shillings, at the Difcietio'n of the Juftices of the faid Court : Unlefs fuch J^''°''*-

Conftable lo failing of his Duty as aforelaid, fhall feafonably make a reafonable

Excufe unto the Juftices of the faid Court for his Default, and the fame be al-

lowed of by them.

And if by Reafon of Challenge, or otherwife, there do not appear a fufficient Sheriff ro re-

Number of good and lawful Men to make up the Petty Jury or Juries, to ferve
^n'^^3|e7hc're

at the faid Court : Then and in fuch Cafe the faid Jury or Juries, fhall be filled do not sv-

up De iaJihis circumftanukis, to be returned by the Sheriff j and where the pear a fuffici-

Sheriff is concerned or related to either of the Parties in any Cafe, to be returned ^"' Number.

by the Coroner.

CHAP. IV.

An Ad in addition to the A£t for regula-

ting the Militia.

WHEREJS in and by the AEtlntitUd, AnAA for regulating thcMilitia,

amongii other Things therein contained : 3It \% Cltaft^D, "ThatDrums,
*' Drummers,Trumpets,Trumpeters,Colours andBanners,be by theCommifiion
*' Officers of eachTrcwjp or Company,provided at the Charge of the refpedive

5 jr.&i/c.S.
*' Companies andTroops, where they are not already provided ; and the Fines
*' will not reach to procure the fame :

" But noDirehion being given by thefaid Preamble.

Law^how or in whatMannerfuch Charge fhall be raifed and levied upon fuchCom-

fany or Troop :

ISz ittberefoie enaftcti bp F)i0 Crcellencp tf)C (SoDernour, Council
anu iReprefentatitics, in (5'enecal Court affembleD, anD bp tbe au= commifTion

tbOjitg of tfje fantg, That when and lo often as the Fines arifing in any Offi"r> ro

military Company or Troop, fhall not be fufficient to anfwer the Charge '^^^Intfoc^*''
providing fuitable Drums, Trumpets, Colours and Banners •, and the Support of Drums,

Drummers or Trumpeters : theCommiffionOfficers of fuchCompanyor Troop Trumpew,

refpeftively, are hereby authorized and impowred, to alTefs fo much as fhall be ^'

wanting and necefTary for thatUfe and Occafion,upon theirCompany orTroop ;

and to proportion the fame in the mofh equal Manner they may, upon all the

Perfons entred in the Roll of fuch Company or Troop, and liable to attend

any military Duty in the fame -, having due Regard unto Perfons Ability for

Eftate and other Circumflances. And where there be Sons and Servants,their

Parents or Mailers to pay for them, if they cannot do it themfelves. And the

AfTefsment lb made, being figned by the Commilfion Officers, fhall be corn-

emitted unto the Clerk of fuch Company or Troop, together with a Warrant
from the chief Officer of the fame, requiring the faid Clerk to colledt and pay
in the fame unto himfelf, to be employed and difpofed to the Ufe aforefaid :

and to make Diftrefs of all Perfons chat fhall negleft or refufe to pay their Pro-
pordon thereof. And fuch Clerk is hereby impowred and required to execute
fuch Warrant accordingly, and to pay in the faid Monies unto his chief Officer.

And if any fail in their Bctruftment and Duty aforefaid, they fhall be liable to

give Account to ciieir fupenour Officers, from Time to Time.

CHAP.



y^nno Regni Regis GJJ LIE LMl, III. UnGccimo. 1C99.
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CHAP. V.

An A £b for the fupprefling and punifhing of
Rogues, Vagabonds, common Beggars,
and other lewd, idle & diforderlyPerfons!

And alfo for fetting the Poor to Work,

Hour, of %]\Jt'^ ^^ enactcD bp Us €rceUcncpm ©otiemour, Council atiu
corrcaion fo ^Q Ecprefentatitics, in ®enccal€ourt aflremblcti, anD tip tbc au=

fn cach"^^'^
^^ t()0?itp Of tf)e famC,That there (hall be erected, built or otherwife pro-

Countr
vided in every County within this Province, at the Charge of fuch County ;

a fit and convenient Houfe or Houfes of Corretlion (where fuch a Houfe is not

already provided) with convenient Accommodations thereunto adjoining and

4 /^. & /}</. belonging; to be ufed and employed for the keeping, correfting and fetdng
ca. 12. to Work of Rogues, Vagabonds, common Beggars, and other lewd, idle and

diforderly Perfons. And until fuch Houfe or Houfes of Correction be erefted,

built orotherwife prdvrded, the common Prifon in each County may be made
Ufe of for that Purpofe.

>?'"»;" anD fie it furtfoc enaacn tip tl)c aut&oiitg afoicfain, That the

lo appoima' Ju^ices of Peace in every County at the General SeiFions of the Peace, to be

.Mafler of the holden for the fame County, from Time to Time, may nominate and appoint
Houfe of • at their Will and Pleafure, an honeft fit Perfon'to be the Mafter of fuch Houfe
Corrcaion. ^f Correction : And it fhall and may be lawful to and for the faid Court, or any-

one Juftice of the Peace out of Court, to fend and commit unto the faidHoufe,

to be kept and governed according to the Rules and Orders thereof, allRog-ues,

Vagabonds, and idle Perfons, going about in any Town, or County, begging

;

or Perfons ufing any fubtle Craft, Jugling or unlawful Games orPlays ; or feign-

ing themfelves to have Knowledge in Phyfiognomy, Palmeftry ; or pretendin-sr

that they can tell Deflinies, or Fortunes, or difcover where loft or ftol'n Goods
may be found •, common Pipers, Fidlers, Runaways -, ftubborn Servants or

Children, common Drunkirds, common Night Walkers, Pilferers, wanton and
lafcivious Perfons, either in Speech or Behaviour -, commonRailers, orBrawlers;

fuch as negleft their Callings, mifpend what they earn, and do not provide for

themfelves, or the Support of their Families ; upon due Conviction of any of

the Offences or Diforders aforefaid.

Rogues va- ^tiX} U it futt&ct cnactcD fig tf)e autfjoiitp afoicfaiti, That the
gabond», &c, Mafter of fuch Houfe of Correction to be appointed as aforefaid, Ihall have

Work.''
'" Power and Authority, and fliall fet all fuch Rogues, Vagabonds, Beggars, and

other lewd, idle and diforderly Perfons, as aforefaid, that fhall be duly fent or

committed unto his Cuflody, to Work and Labour (if they be able) for fuch

Time as they fhall continue and remain in the faid Houfe ; and to punifh them

And puninicd by putting Fetters or Shackles upon them, and by moderate whipping, not ex-

bv Whipping ceeding ten Stripes at once •, which (unlefs the Warrant of Commitment fhall
^''' otherwife direft) fhall be inflicted at their firft coming in, and from Time to

Time •, in Cafe they be ftubborn, diforderly or idle, and do not perform their

Task, and that in good Condition, according as they fhall be reafonably flint-

ed : or to abridge them of their Food, as the Caufc Oiall require, until they

be reduced to better Order.

yind for the better fupport and governing of the faid Houfe of Correction ; atid

for employing of fuch Perfons as floall be committed to the fame :

£"*{noni '^^ *^ furtf)Ec enacteu bp tfje aut&ojitp afojcfaio, That the juftices of

to make Or- ^^^^ County in their Court of General Seffions of the Peace, fhall be,and hereby

den for go- are authorized and impowred, to make neceffary Rules and Orders from Time
»crningth« jq Time, as they fhall find Occafion ; for the ruling, governing and punilhing

Corrcaion
of ^"^h Perfons fo to be committed, agreable to the Laws of this Province :

And
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J^ottfe of Correction. m
And fuch Rules and Orders as (hall be made in that Behalf by the Juftices in

their General Seffions, Ihall be of Force, and be duly performed and put in

Execution.

atiD be it furtbet cnactca ftp tU aut^otitg afoiefaiu. That when how perfam

any Pferfon or Perfons fhall be committed to the faid Houfe of Corredlionjfrom ^l^^J° '^
*

any Town or Towns in this Province, the Seled-Men of fuch Town to which CorreaLa
the faid Perfon or Perfons belongs, fhall take Care, and at the Coft andCharge are to ke

of the faid Town Ihall provide, as there fhall be Occafion, fuitable Materials j
^upporred.

fuch as fhall be neceffary and convenient for the keeping fuch Perfon orPerfons

fo committed, to Work, during his or their Abode there ; and fhall deliver the

fame to the Mafler or*;^eeper of the faid Houfe, to be improved for that End.

And where any flubborn Children or Servants, that are under the immediate

Care and Government of their Parents and Maflers, fhall be committed to the

faid Houfe ; the Parents or Mailers of fuch Children or Servants fif able) fhall

take care to provide fuch Things as may be neceffary for the keeping of them
to "Work and Labour, during their Abode in the faid Houfe. And no Perfon

to be committed to the faid Houfe of Correftion that is able to "Work, fhall in

any Sort be chargeable to theCounty, for any Allowance ; either at their brings

ing in, going forth, or during the Time of their Abode there : but fhall only

be allowed for their Labour and "W^ork, the Sum of eight Pence out of every

Shilling they fhall earn -, and the Over-plus of fuch their Earnings, to be unto

the Mafter or Keeper of the faidHoufe,to Account for : And ifluchPerfons are

Mafters or Heads of Families, then and in fuch Cafe, the whole Profit and Be-

nefit of their Labour, or fo much thereof as the Court of General Seflions of
the Peace fhall think neceffary and direft, fhall be for the Relief and Support of
fuch Perfons and their Families. And if any Perfon or Perfons to be commit-
ted to the faid Houfe, fhall be unable to "Work, or be weak or fick ; then to

be relieved by the Mafler or Keeper of fuch Houfe ; who fhall be again reim-

burfed what he fhall fo neceffarily expend for the Relief of fuch Perfon or Per-

fons, by the Seleft-Men of fuch Town to which the faid Perfon doth belong ;

and the Seleft-Men to afTefs the fame upon the Inhabitants of fuch Town or

Precinft : except the Perfon or Perfons fo committed to the faid Houfe, being

unable to "Work, or being weak or fick, were at the Time of his, her, or their

Commitment, in their Minority, and under the Care of their Parents orMaflers :

Then and in every fuch Cafe, the Parents or Maflers of fiich Perfon or Perfons,

fhall reimburfe what neceffary Charges the Mafler or Keeper of the faidHoufe

of Corredlion fhall neceffarily expend for their Relief

anD be it further enactcD ftp tbe autbo^itp af02efaiD, That the
.
, . ,

.

Mafler or Keeper of the faid Houfe of Correftion fhall for his Care,Labour and Houfe of'cor!
Service, in looking after the Perfon or Perfons that from Time to Time fhall rcftion, to bs

be committed to his Care and Cuflody -, and alfo for relieving any Perfon or P'-id for hii

Perfons that fhall happen to be weak or fick in his Cuflody, have fuch rea- ^''*^' ^'^'

fonable Allowance and Satisfadlion made him, by the Parents or Mafters of fuch

Perfon orPerfons fo committed, if under their immediate Care andGovernment

;

or otherwife by theTown to which faid Perfon orPerfons do be]ong,as thejuftices

at the Court of General SefTions of the Peace for fuch County fhall direft and

appoint ; if the Earnings of fuch Perfon or Perfons be not fufhcient to dif-

charge the fame, over and above what is allowed them out of their Earnings

for their Relief

And the Mafler or Keeper of every fuch Houfe, fhall keep an exadAccount ^^\
'" '"^

of all Profits and Earnings that fhall be made by the Labour of thofe under his of thc^Earn-

Cuflody from Time to Time, and prefent the fame fuponOath if required^ unto ingi of thofe

the Juflices of the fame County, at their General Seflions of the Peace ; out of committea t*

which Earnings, the faid Mafler or Keeper of the faid Houfe fhall have hisAl-
^" Cuflody.

lowance : and if any Overplus be, it fhall be to the Town to which the faid

Perfon or Perfons doth belong ; or to their Parents er Maflers, according as

"

the Circumllance of the Cafe may be. And the Mafler or Keeper ofany fuck

Houfe of Corredion that fhaU refufc to Account as aforefaid -, ©r fhall other-

P wife
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wife negligent of his Duty required by this Aft, fhall be liable to fuch Fine of

Punifhment, as by the Difcretion of the Court of General Seffions of the Peace

in fuch County fhall be awarded.

Jnd for the better employing and fetting the Poor lo Work :

Selca-Men ^^ ^^ fUrt!)Ct CnaCtCD bg t&e 9Utf)0litg aftJiefaiU, That where there

10 proporiion 'S a Houfe already built in any Town, with Intent to be improved for a Work-
any Aflefs- Houfe, to fet their Poor on Work, or fhall hereafter be built for that Purpofe,
mcnt, that 2Sidi the Inhabitants of fuch Town fhall grant a Tax or AflTefsment, for the

^l\ \^^\n.
raifing of a Stock wherewith to provide neceffary and fuitable Materials, Tools

habirancs of and Implements, for employing and fetting their Poor on Work at fuchHoufe.
any Town ; The Sele£t-Men of the fame Town for the Time being, fhall proportion fuch

'""f^ ^be'''
^^^ °'' -^^'^'sment upon the Inhabitants thereof, in the moft jufu and equal

Poor on Manner they may, according to the Rules andMethods for the Time being pre-

Wofk, fcribed by Law for proportioning the Province Tax ; and fhall grant Warrants

for collefting the fame, in like Manner as the Law direfts for the gathering of
other Town Rates or AlTefsments : And the Juftices of Peace reliding in any
fuch Town, together with the Seleft-Men thereof, are hereby impowred and

Mafter and authorized, to nominate and appoint from Time to Time, three or more fuffi-

Wardensfo
^-gj^j. Pe^fons of their Inhabitants, as a Mafter andWardens -, togovern,infpe£t

for fuch ^'^^ "^^^^ Cane, that all Perfons of the fame Town employed at the faidWork-

Woik- Houfe. Houfe, or fent thither by any two Juflices of the Pczce,^iorumUnus,to be kept

to Work there ; be held and kept ftrictly to Work : And that all idle and dif^

orderly Perfons, and fuch as do not duly perform fuch reafonable Task or Stint

as fhall be fet them, be punifhed by moderate whipping,or fetting intheStocks.

An4 all Stock, Materials, Tools and Implements, to be raifed and provided as

aforefaid, fhall be committed into the Hands of fuchMafter andWardens ; to be

managed, ufed and employed, according to their Difcretion, for the employing
and fetting to Work all fuch Perfons as (hall be under their Infpeftion andGo-

Their Power, vernment. And the faid Mafter and Wardens, are alfo hereby impowred to

demand, fue for, recover, accept, receive and take, any Gifts, Bequefts and

Donations, that are, or fhall be made and given by any Perfon or Perfons,to the

UTe of the Poor, for and towards a Stock for fuchWork-Houfe ; and to employ

aiad difpofe the fame accordingly : and fhall once a Year, or oftner, fromTimc
to Time, if required, render an Account upon Oath unto theTown,oftheirMa-

nagement, Employment and Difpofal, of all Monies or other Stock to be com-
mitted unto them ; or that by any otherWays or Means, as aforefaid,fhall come
to their Hands, and of the Profits and Incomes made thereof : and fhall have

fuch reafona-ble Allowance and Recompence made unto them for their Trouble,

Pains and Service, in and about this Affair, as the Town fhall agref and order.

All Stock to And all Stock to be raifed, or otherwife obtained as aforefaid, with the In-

be kept en- creafe. Profits and Improvement-s, from Time to Time made thereof, fhall be

^f^d W 'k^ ^^P"- ^"''^'''^' ^""^ applied to, and for the Ends and Ufes before-mentioned, and

for anfwering of the neceffary Charges arifing on and about the Repairing and

keepiqg of the faid Houfe, and the fubfifting of thofe that fhall be there em-
ployed ; and to no other Ufe whatfoever.

T T.ft- e
^"^ ^^ ^^ furttet cnaaeB h^ tfje autfjojitp-afoicfaiD, That it ihau and

mry commie' ^^Y ^'^ lawful, to and for any two juflices of the Peace {^torumUnus) to fend

ro the Work- unto fuch Work-Houfe, to be there employed and kept to Work, all Perfons

Houfe, belonging to the fame Town, being able of Body, that live idly or diforderly,

mifpend their Time •, or that go about begging,or receive Alms from theTown.

And the Mafter of fuch Houfe fhall receive and keep them to Work accord-

ingly.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

An Ad appointing the SheriflF to have the

keeping of the common Goal, and the

Prilbners therein.

mY\<B it cnaaen bp bisCrceUencp tf)e(Sot)ernour, Council anD Ee=
•llrfc ptefentatitie^, in(Senej:alCo'urtaircmt3lcri,anol)pt}}e3utf)Oiitg shrriffto^"^ Oftf)Cfani0, That the Sheriff of each leveral County within this hjve rhc

Province, have the Cuftody, Rule, Keeping and Charge of every of theKing's Cuftody of

common Goals, Prifons, and Prifoners in the fame, in the County where he is
"^e Goal and

Sheriff, during the Time of his Oifice ; to be held and kept by himfelf orhis
(h^f^'in"

lawful Deputy orUnder-keeper, for whom theSheriff fhalF be anfwerable. And
every Sheriff fhall give fufficient Security at the Difcretion of the Court of Ge- To give Se-

neral Seffions of the Peace in the liime County, unto the King'sMajefty,for the cariiy,

due and faithful Difcharge and Performance of his Office in all theParts thereof.

And for Encouragement unto the Sheriff to take and. ufe all poffibk.Care and Di-

ligence for the fafe keeping of the Prifoners that Jhall be committed to his Ctifiody :

IBe it furttier enacteo tip tfje autf)Q?itg afoiefaiD, That the sheriff of saiary.

every County Ihall have fuch Salary allowed hmi for the fame, as thejufticesof

the Court of General Seffions of the Peace within the fame County fhall think

fit and order, not exceeding 51'ir/)' Pounds perAnnum for thcCounty oi Suffolk ;

and not exceeding Ten Pounds a piece in each of the other Counties within the

Province ; to be paid out of the Treafury of fuch County.

CHAP. VII.

An Ad: for keeping of Watches in Towns*

f\\\2:<^ it enaaco bp bis (JBrcellencp t!)e(Sotiernout, Council anoiRc-

'Mj prefentatiUe0,in(5eneralCourtafl'emtileD,antii)ptf)eautf)oiitp
^"^ of tl)0 fame, That from Time toTime, when and fo often as a military 5

^'- & ^
Watch (hall not be ordered and appointed to be kept, the Juftices of Peace,

*^^'

together with the Select-Men of each Town within this Province ; and in fuch
juf^jcj, and

Towns where no Juftice of the Peace dwells, the Seleft-Men by themfelves,are belcd: Men
hereby impowred and authorized todireft and order a fuitableWatch or Watches to appoinc a

to be {tt up and kept nightly within fuch Town ; from and after nine a Clock ^'^^'^^ f° ^«

ill the Evening, until Sun rifing in the Morning, and the Place or Places where xXni!
to fet the fame •, and alfo a Ward to be kept everyLord's Day, and otherDays,

as they fhall think to be needful -, and to appoint the Numbers whereof fuch 1 1 J. ca. 6,

Watch and Ward fhall confift, and theTime for the beginning and continuance

of the feme. And theConftable orConftables of theTown,havingOrders accor-

dingly given him or them in writing,by thejuftices andSeleft-Men, or theSeledt-

Menonly, in fuchTowns where no Juftice of Peace dwells, are hereby impowred To be warn-

and required fromTime to Time,to warn fuch Watch andWard refpedively,and to ^'^ ^v the

fee that all Perfonsfo warned by them do attend and obferve theirDuty in that Re-
^°"**^^'«^'

gard,and to take Care in the warning thereof, that fuch Watch or Ward do not

confift of all or the greater Part Youths, but thatfome ableHoufholders, or other

fufficientPerfons be joined with them. And theConftables are hereby enjoined to

give inCharge to the Watch to fee that allDifturbances andDiforders in theNight
be prevented or fuppreffed,and to examine all Perfons whom they (hall fee walking
abroad ip the Night after ten a Clock, of their Bufinefs abroad at fuch Seafon,

and whither they are going ; unlefs they be known, orderly, and peaceful Per-

fons -, and in Cafe they give not rcafonabje Satisfaftion therein,or are Perfons of

ill Behaviour, or juftly fufpefted to have any unlawful Intention or Defign, then

tofecure by Imprifonment or otherwife all fuch diforderly and fufpicious Per-

P 2 fon^
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fons, to be fafely kept until the Morning, and then to carry them before one of

the next Juftices of the Peace to be examined and proceeded againft according

to the Nature oi their OhFence asfe iayLav/direded, And fuchWatchmen fhfeU

walk the Rounds in and about the principal inhabited Parts within fucfi Town,
Houfei of ill to prevent any Danger by Fire, and to fee that good Orders be kept, taking
Fame to be particular Obfervation and Infpeftion of all Houfes and Families of evilFame;
obfcrvcd. ^^^ ^^^^ ftriftly obferve the Charge to be given them as aforelaid.

.

^m be it furtf)er enacteo bg tU autfwritp afoiefaiD, That all male

Perfons in each Town refpeftively ot the Age of fixteenYearsor upwards,beiiig

able of Body,or havingEftate lufRcient to hire, fhall be liable toWatch and Ward

a"ch"^°"^
either in their own Perfons, or by fome other fufficient Perfon or Perfons in their

Room, when duly warned to attend the fame. Except the Members of the

Exception. Council, Juftices of the Peace, Members of the Affembly for the Time being,

the Prefident, Fellows and Students at the College, Minifl:ers,GrammarSGhool-

Mafters, the Sheriff of each County, the chief Commiffion Officer of each

military Company and Troop for the Time being, the Officers of the Gover-

nour's Troop of Guards ; and Perfons living two Miles from the Place where

the Guard is kept.

anD be itfurtbec enacten bp tb^amboiit^ afo?efain, That ifany Per-

Pcnalty for fons liable to Watch or Ward as aforclaid, being duly warned by the Conftable,

or other Perfon by his Appointment, fhall refufe or negleft to appoar,and attend

th£ir Duty in that Regard, either by themfelves, or fome ',,:! t fufficient Perfons

in their Stead, and be tliereof convicted before a Jui^' . i f t'<c p-ice, either by
the Oath of fuch Conftable, or other fufficient "^^ ^ihin.,..^ .:po:i 0.u';., v/ithout

a juft and reafonable iixcuft to be made and given for the fame : EveiyPerfon

fo offending, fliall forfeit and pay to the Uk of die Poor in fuch Town, the

Sum of Jive Shillings ; and have the laid Sum with the Charges of Profecution

levied by Diftrefs and Sale of his or her Goods orChattels, or otherwife be com-
mitted to Prifon until the fame be paid. And the Conftables of each Town
are required from Time to Time toobfer-ve and perform the Orders that fhall

be given them as aforefaid ; on pain of being fined to theUfe of the Poor with-

in fuch Town, not exceeding /or/y Shillings.

p.ovifion for PtoijiBet! neijettbelefs, ana be it furt|)er enacten bp tU 3utboiitg
keeping a afPiefaiD, That in any Town where the Members of the Council, and the
Waich in a- Juftices of the Peace within fuch Town, together with the Selecl-Men thereof,

wllei^c i^mT
or the SeleLT:-Men by themfelves, where no Member of the Council norJuftice

he judged'^'' dwells, fhall judge that a Watch may be kept in fuch Town more for theBene-

better. fit and Safety thereof in other Manner than is herein before direfted, the Inha-

bitants alfo agreeing to fupport the Charge thereof : The Juftices in the Court

of General SefTions of the Peace within the County where fuch Town doth lie,

upon Application to them made in that Behalf, are hereby impowred and au-

thorized to direft and order the Rule for apportioning and levying of fuchSum
upon the Inhabitants and Refidents in fuch Town, as fhall be granted by the

Town for that Purpofe, in fuch Manner as they ftiall judge moft equal and rea-

fonable, by Pol), Eftate, or both, to be applied accordingly.

CHAP. VIII.

AnAdforRebuildingtheGreatBridgeover
Charles River in the Town of Cambridge.

WHEREAS the Great Bridge over Charles River in the Town of Cam-
bridge, within the County of Middlefex, is of conmion Ufe and Advan-

tage to the greateft Part of this Province, confidering the publickBenefit of theQoV
lege -, and was atfirft by a general Contribution of the Counties of Suffolk and

Middlefex ereSled : The faid Bridge being now gone to Decay : Aidfor as much as

the

Preamble.
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the faid Town of Cambridge are not ahk to Rebuild the fame ; and for the En-

couragement to the new building of the faid Bridge :

TBe it cnaaetJ ftp i)is (JErcclIcncj) tbe (Soticrnour, Council atiB Be--

prcfentatiocs, in (General Court affemblen, ana bg tfje autfto^it^ of ^yo«,vc,

tf)C faniE, That for and towards the Rebuilding and a new Making the ""^ °' ''*"

Great Bridge aforefaid, there fhall be paid out of the publick Treailiiy of this RTirid^ T
Province, the Sum of One Hundredfifty and three Pounds Money, (One Hundred ,\k \M

°

and three Pounds, Part of a greater Sum formerly granted by theGeneralAlTem- Bridge.

bly for the Ufe aforefaid, not being paid, to be underftood and intended to be

Part of the aforefaid Sum of One Hundred and fifty three Pounds.)

And further for the Ufe and End aforefaid :

31t is CrUaineD ann enaCtCD, That there Ihall be paid by the County of Ho* the fur-

Middlefex, the Sum of Fifty Pounds Money ; and by the County of i'ifjf^//^, the
Jh^!^ ofYs^io

Jike Sum of Fifty Poimds Money. And for the fupplying of what fliall be fur- be proponi-

ther neceff^ry for the, Rebuilding the faid Bridge, the Town of Cambridge fhall oncd.

pay two third Parts, and the Town of Neivton fhall pay one third Part of the

Coftand Charges. And the Juftices of the Peace for the refpedive Counties

aforefaid, at the next General Seffions of the Peace, flull, and are hereby im-

powred, authorized and required to affefs and colle>5l, the refpeftiveSums afore- .

laid, in Manner and Form as they affefs and colle6l other County Charges ; and
the Select: Men of the Towns aforefaid, to aiTefs the Proportions aforefaid, as in

other Town Charges.

And further for the more effeSlual accomplifhing the Work aforefaid :

It is enaCteD, That Nathanael Byfield, Efq-, Major James Converfe, Capt,

Andrew Belcher, Mr. Jonathan Remington, Mr. Thomas Oliver, and lAx.Ed'-jjard Committee ro

Jackson, fhall be a Committee, who are alfo hereby impowred to receive out 'ak? care a-

of the publick Treafury, and of the Counties and Towns aforefaid, the ref-
!'°'^'

'^|'"'J'**

pedtive Sum and Sums in and by this Acl granted, and to be aflefs'd and BnJgc.
*'

collefted as aforefaid ; and fhall according to the true Intent and Meaning
thereof, caufe the faid Bridge to be forthwith erected and fufHciently Rebuilt -,

Any Law, Cuftom or Ufage to the contrary, notwithflanding : And that after How to be

the faid Bridge is rebuilt and finifhed, it fhall from Time to Time be repaired repaired and

Vid maintained at the Charge of the iaid Towns cf Cambridge and Newton, in '"^'"^'"f'l

the proportion arorelaid.

CHAP. IX.

An Ad in Addition to the A£t for regu-
lating of lownfliips, <src* ca.^^.^''"

•(2 it cnacteo b? bis CrccUencT) tbe <Soticrnour, Council ann
Ecprefcntatitjes, in (©enetalCoutt affcmbleo, anD bp tbe au^
tbC?itV of tIjC fame, That the Freeholders and otherlnhabitants of each '^a^^ Trea=

Town duly quahhed to vote in Town Affairs, at the Time of their annual furer to be

Meeting, for the choice of Town Officers, fhall choofe a fuitable Perfon to be annually

Treafurer for fuch Town ; who fhall be fworn before a Juftice of the Peace, ^"o'^^"'

to the true and faithful Difcharge of his Truft ; who is hereby impowred to

adminifler the laid Oath. And Rich Treafurer fhall, and hereby is impowred
to demand and receive all Debts, Rents and Dues belonging or owing to fuch

Town, or the Poor thereof ; and to fue for and recover the fame by due Pro- "

cefs in the Law •, and fhall pay out fuch Monies, according to Order from the

Seled:-Men, or Overfeers of the Poor ; purfuant to fuch Inftrudions as they

Ihall receive from theTown : And every fuchTreafurer fhall annually make and ^^ Accomp'
render a true Account to the Town of all hisReceipts andPayments : And fhall

have fuch Allowance for his Service,as fhallbe agreed and ordered by theTown.

. . ACTS
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116 ^ilitia to be m a laeautnefs.

A6ts and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton the thirty firft

Day of May i 6 g g. And continued by feveral Prorogations until Wed-

nefday the thirteenth of March following, and then Sat.

CHAP. I.

An Ad for putting the Militia of this Pro-

vince into a ReadinefsforDefence of the
fame.

5 fr.&M.
a. S.

Preamble.

Militsrr

Co mmiGion
Officer* im-

powred, by
Force of

Arm§ to en-

counter any

hoftile En-
terprize.

Colonel or

chief Officer

of any Regi.

menr, hii

Power.

WHEREAS hy thehaw of thisProvince,it is already provided, " That in

" Cafe of Alarms made cither from a Sea-PortTown, orotherTown,
" lyingFrojitierto,orinDangerofanEnemy ; the Captain orCaptains

*' of the adjacentTowns fhall forthwith goorfend fuchReliefas they fhall judge
" meet for the Offence of the Enemy, and Defence of themfelves,£5?<r." But

for as much as th£ Occafion may befuch and fo fudden, as it may be neceffary ta call

together. Arms., Array, and put into a Pofiiirefor War the whole Milttia andFor-

ces of one or more Regiments, for the Defence of the Province, and his Majefiy's

SubjeSfs therein, in Cafe of Invafion or near Approach of an Enemy, before the

Notices thereof can reach the Captain General or Commander in Chief, to haveDi-

re^ions or Orders from him for thefame :

IBz it therefore enaften anti Declaren bp f)i0€rcellencp tfje hotter*

nour, tJ5 anD toitf) tfje aotiice anD Confeht of tbe Council anti Kle=

prefentatit)C0 in (General Court affemtileD, anD tig tfje autf)o?itg of

tf)0 fame, That all Perfons commiffioned by the Captain General or Com»
mander in Chief of this Province, for the Time being, to bear Office in any

military Company or Troop within the fame, be, and hereby areimpowred and

authorized by virtue of fuch Commiffion, when and as Occafion fhall require, in

theCafes and to thelntents andPurpofes abovefaid,toArm,Array andWeapon the

Company or Troop refpedlively under their Command, or Part of them ; and

by Force of Arms, to encounter, repel, purfue, kill and deftroy any that fhall

appear in hoftileManner to attempt or enterprize the DeftruiStion, Invafion, De-

triment or Annoyance of any of his Majefty's Subje(5ts,Forts, Garrifons, Towns
or Plantations within this Province. And that fuchOfficer orOfficers fo taking

to Arms, fhall forthwith difpatch Notice to his or their fuperiour Officer of his

or their Motion and the Occafion thereof, and obferve fuch Commands and

Orders as he or they fliall receive from him.

9nD be it furtbec enacteD bp tbeautbciiitg afo?efaiD, That theCoio^ei

or chief Officer of each Regiment be, and hereby is impowred and authorized,

as Occafion fliall require, in any ofthe Cafes,and to the Intents before-mentioned

fromTime toTime,to affemble in martial Array, and put into warlikePofture the

whole Militia of the Regiment under his Command, or fuch Part of them as he

Ihall think needful, upon any Alarm, Invafion, or Notice of the Appearance of

an Enemy by Sea or Land : And the Regiment, Companies or Troops fo

armed, arrayed, and put into warlike Pofture, or Part of them, to leadjCondudt"

and employ ; or to appoint fome other fit Perfon by writing under his Hand
to lead, conduct and employ them as well within the Regiment and County

whereto they belong, as into any other ?adjacent County or Place within this

Province, for the affifting, fuccouring and relieving any of his Majefty's Sub-

j eds. Forts, Garrifons^ Towns or Places, that ftiall be affaulted by an Enemy, or
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in Danger thereof-, and with fuch Party, Companies or Troops, by Force of

Arms, to encounter, repel, purfue, kill and deftroy fuchEnemy, or any of them,

by all fitting Ways, Enterprifes and Means whatfoever. And the Colonel or

chief Officer of fuch Regiment fo taking to Arms, or fending forth aay Party To Poft a«ay

of Men, fhall forthwith Poft away the Intelligence and Occafion thereof unto
''"^^'^'^J-'""

the Captain General or the Commander in Chief for the Time being ; and fhall
General' ©^^

attend and obferve fuch Diredions and Orders as he fhall receive from him.

And in Cafe it happen the Colonel or chief Officer of any Regiment be out of The like

the Limits or Precin6ls of the Regiment, for which he is or fliall be commiffi- Po*':r gi'Cn

onated, at the Time of any Invafion, Attack or Appearance of an Enemy •, or r^^'^^j.^^^^

Alarm given from any of the neighbouring Towns or Regiments-, the next Qffi„r,' ia

Commillion Officer then within the Regiment, fhall have, uie and exercife the Cafe ot the

fame Powers and Authorities herein before granted, until the return of the Co- Abience of

lonel, or other fuperiour Officer. And fuch Officer fo afting Ihall Poft away |_h^^ chief Offa-

the Intelligence thereof, with the Occafion for the fame, as aforcfaid, unto the

Captain General, or the Commander in Chief for the Time being -, and fliall

aciend and obferve fuch Dircftion;; and Orders as he fliall receive, from theCap-

tain General or Commander in Chief therein.

Andfor the better preventing of falfe Alarms by diforderly fJoooting off Guns in

the Night :

TBe itfUUbCC CnaftCn b? tbC 9ut!)0jit^ afOlCfaitI, That no Perfon or

Perfons whatfoever in any Town or Garrifon, fliall, during the Time of War,

or of keeping a military Watch in fuchTown orGarrifon, prefume to difcharge Penalry for

or fhoot ofFany Gun or Guns after the Sun's fetting, or before the Sun's rifmg -, 5'°°""S "*

unleis in Cafe of Alarm, approach of an Enemy, or other neceflary Defence : ^^^ j-^^ g„j

on pain that every Perfon fo offending, and being thereof convifted before one before Sua

or more of his Majefty's Juffices of the Peace, ftiall forfeit and pay the Sum of riCmg.

twenty Shillings for each Gun fo difcharged ; one Moiety thereof to and for

the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence fhall be committed, and

the other Moiety to him or them that fhall inform or profecute for the fame.

And if fuch Offender fhall not have wherewith to anfwer the faidFine ; or fhall

refufe or negleft to pay the fam£,tben he fhall be fet in theStocks, not exceeding

two Hours Time.

And in Cafe any Perfon fo offending be belonging to any Garrifon or Forces

in a6tual Service, and borne in His Majefty's Pay, he fhall be punifhed at the

Difcretion of a Court martial -, or the Commiffion Officers of theGarrifon,Com-

pany, or Troop whereto he belongs, by putting into the Bilboes, laying Neck

and Heels, or riding of the wooden Horfe.

CHAP. 11.

An A(ft againft Deferters.

FOR the better preventing of Soldiers or Mariners Departure from their Cap-

tains or Commanders without Leave, or deferting His Majefiys Service : Preamble,,

iBe it enactcD anD DcclareD &p W Crcellencp t&e ©oucrnour,
hp anu toitf) tl3C auuicc ann Confent of t^e Council anD Eeprefcn^
tatit)e0,in (General Court afifembleti, anDbgtbc.autboiitp of tbe penauy for

fame, That no Soldier or Mariner retained in his Majefty's Service, and deferring hit

borne in his Majefty's Pay in Garrifon, or elfewhere, by Sea or Land, fhall Majefty'iScr-

depart without Licence of his Commander, and defert his Majefty's Service ; on *'"-

pain of being proceeded againft as a Felon -, and fhall fuffer the Pains of Death,

or fome other grievous Punifhment, at the Difcretion of the Ceurt before whom
Che Trial fhall be.

And
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ii8^^°~ J5tttlti<ngs in Bofton.

'

How Defer- And every Juftice of the Peace within his Brecinft, is hereby authorized and

m'd
^^ required to caufe all fuch Deferters or Run-away Soldiers or Mariners, which he

Ihall know or be informed of, to be apprehended and fecured, in order to a

Trial at the next Affizes to be holden for the fame County where they fhall be
taken ; or at the Court of Oyer and Terminer byCommiflioners to be fpecially

appointed and impowred for that Purpofe.

C HAP. III.

' ~~

An A£tin addition to the Aft for building

withStone orBrick in theTown ofBojlon,
and preventing Fire.

FORASMUCH as notwithjlanding the good and wholfome Provifton mads

and ejiablijhed by thefaid A£i, Entitled, An Ad for building with Stone

ca, I. or Brick in the Town of Bojlon, and preventing Fire, paft in the fourth

Tear of the Reign of his prefent Majefty, and of the late ^een M.aky, his Royal

Cenfort^ ofhappy Memory ; divers Perfons the Penalty in the faid AR not regard-

ing, have been fo hardy as to ere5l and build Houfes, Tenements, and Edifices of
Preamble. Timber, contrary to the exprefs Prohibition, true Intent and Meaning of the faid

Law. Andfor as much as the demolifjjing offueh Houfes andBuildings (being now
finifhed) and proceeding according to the DireSlions of the faid Law, wouldproba-

bly be thought over great Severity : Tet that fuch bold and open Contempt may not

pafs wholly unpunifhed ; and to the Intent that others may be deterred from doing

the like for the future :

OBe it enacten fjg W aBrcellencp t&e (^otiernour. Council ann
Penalty on meptefentatitjes in (General Court aCTemblcii, ann iJs tit 9utf)o*

built with
'^ 2*^2 of tUC fame, That the Court of General Seffions of the Peace withia

Timber con- ^^^ County of Suffolk, be and is hereby impowred and required to take

sjary to Law. effedlual Order for the enquiring after and conventing before them, all Perfons

that have fo tranfgreffed as aforefaid, in having prefumed to eredt, or that have
caufed to be erefted, and fetup within the Town of Boflon aforefa-id,any Houfe,
EdiliceorBuilding of Timber -, or of Brick or Stone, and not covered the fame
with Slate or Tyle, contrary to the aforerecited Aft, and the true Intent and
Meaning thereof ; not having had and obtained Licence from theGovernour and
Council, for his or their fo doing : or that have not obferved and performed the

Terms or Conditions of fuch Licence -, and upon due Convidtion of any fuch

OfFeoce, to fine every fuchPerfon and Perfons,at theDifcretion of the faidCourt,

according to theCircumflances aggravating theOfFence,withRefpe(5t to the Place

•where fuch Houfe or Building is ereded, or otherwife -, not exceeding the Sum
o^ Fifty Pounds, for one Offence, which fhall excufe them from any further Pe-

Flnei how to nalty of the Law. All fuch Fines to be applied towards the raifmg of a Stock
be applied,

f^^ fetting of the Poor on Work within the faid Town, at theWork-Houfe, for

that Purpofe appointed or to be appointed.
Grand Jary And the Grand Jury for the faid County from Time to Time, are required

''refent^fudf ^^^^'S^^'^^y ^^ inquire after, and to prefent unto the Court all Tranfgreflions of the

Tranfgrcffi- ^aw in that Kind, which fhall come to their Knowledge.
oai. And in as much as it may be of no apparent Hazard unto the faid Town,andfor

the Eafe and Benefit of divers Inhabitants and Proprietors within the fame, that

infome Parts of the faid Town of Boflon, Timber Buildings fhould be permitted

and allowed to be ereSled :

Qownour %^ jf enaCtCtl tJg tfje aUtftO^itg afO?efain,That thejuflices of Peace,and
and Council ^^ Seled-Men of the faid Town of BoftoH,or the major Part ofeach, certifying

LiceBce to ^^^^^ Approbation thereof, the Governour and Council may grant Licence for

build with the fetting up of Timber Houfes and Buildings ; with and under fuch Condi-
Ttnber. tions, Limitations and Reftriftions for the enclofing and covering thereof as

they fliall think fit : Any Law, Ufage or Cuilom to the contrary in any wife

nocwi'thltandi^g;.* ACTS
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A6ts and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty'sProvince

oftl^ Maffackifetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held 3.t Bojion, on

Wednefday the twenty-ninth Day of May, 1700.

CHAP. IV.

An A(S againft Jefuits and Popifli Priefts.

WHEREAS divers Jefuits, Priejis and popijh Miffionaries have ^f^'^^'''^^^-
late come, and for fome Time have bad theirRefidence in the remote

Tarts of this Province, and other His Majejly's 'Territories near

adjacent ; ivho by their fubtle Infinuations , indujlriovjly labour to

debauch, feduce and withdra-iv the Indians /ro»2 their due Obedience unto His Ma-
jefty ; and to excite andftir them up to Sedition, Rebellion and open Hojlility againji.

His Majejiys Government :

For Prevention whereof :

OBe it enactcD bp &i0 Crcellencp i\^z ©oticrnour, Council anD He*
ptefentatities in <©eneral Court aflfemSIcD, ano it i% enafteo Ijp tJje , . „ . „
aUtJjOlitpOftbCfame, That all and every Jefuit,feminary Prieft,!Vliffionary,

Jf^^'J^'f/t
or other fpiritual or ecclefiaftical Perlbn made or ordained by any Authority, the Province

Power or Jurifdiftion derived, challenged or pretended from the Pope orSee of by the loih

Rome, now refiding within this Province, or any Part thereof; fliall depart from °* ^'ptemben

and out of the fame, at or before the tenth Day of September next, in this pre-

fent Year, One Thoufand and feven Hundred.

anD tJE it furtfjer enactcD tjp t&c autf)Oiitg afoicfaiD, That aii and

every Jefuit, feminary Prieft, Miffionary, or other fpiritual or ecclefiaftical Per- ^*"^'''' °"

fon, made or ordained by any Authority, Power or Jurifdiiftion, derived, chal- i^iert" %=(.

lenged or pretended from the Pope or See oi Rome ; or that fhall profefs him- that fhall re-

felf, or otherwife appear to be fuch by pradifing and teaching of others to fay '"^'" ?"

any popifh Prayers, by celebrating Mafles, granting of Abfolutions,orufing any "^p'"^°

other of the Romifti Ceremonies and Rites of Worfhip, by or of what Name, afier the loth

Title or Degree foever fuch Perfon (hall be called or known ; who fhall conti- of Sepumhsr

nue, abide, remain, or come into this Province, or any Part thereof, after the ^'°°-

tenthDay of September aforefaid -, fhall be deemed and accounted an Incendiary,

and Difturber of the publick Peace and Safety, and an Enemy to the true

Chriftian Religion, and ftiall be adjudged to fuffer perpetual Imprifonment :

And if anyPerfon being fo fentenced and adtually imprifoned, fhall break Prifon

and make hisEfcape,and be afterwards re-taken, he fhall be punifhed withDeath,

3nD fUrt!)Cr it is enafteU, That every Perfon who fliall wittingly and
J''"^''.''

^"^

•willingly, receive, relieve, harbour, conceal, aid or fuccour, any Jefuit, Prieft, "a"bou"anff'
Miffionary,or other ecclefiaftical Perfon of the Romifti Clergy, knowing him to any Jeiuic as

be fuch, fhall be fined two Hundred Pounds ; one Moiety thereof to be unto His Prieft.

Majefty, for and towards the Support of the Government of this Province, and
ihe other Moiety to the Informer ; and fuch Perfon fhall be further punifhed

by being fet in the Pillory on three feveral Days, and alfo be bound to the good
Behaviour, at the Difcretion of the Court.

_9nD hZ it alfO CnaftCD, That every Ofi'ence to be committed or done a-
^"J^Jf^ii"'

gainft the Tenor of this Ad, fhall and may be inquired of, heard and deter- Aa'"fhaVbe
mined in the Court of Aftize and General Goal Delivery, or before CommifTio- inquired of

ners of Oyer and Terminer and Goal Delivery, fpecially to be appointed to fit ^"«i dctermi-

either within the County where the Offence is committed, or where theOifender
"'^'''

is apprehended or taken -, or in any otherCounty within the Province : AnyLaw,
JLJfage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CL ano
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jufticei of 3nti furt!)cr be it enacten bp tht autfjojitp afoiefaiu. That it ihaii and
the Peace to

apprehend

Perfoni fjf

may be lawful to and for every Juftice of the Peace, to caufe any Perfon orPer-

fons fufpefted of being a Jefuit, feminary Prieft, or of theRomifli Clergy,to he

peSed to be apprehended and convented before himfelf,or forne other of His Majefty'sjufti-

Jefuitg or ces. And if fuch Perfon do not give a fatisfadory Account of himfeif, he (liall

I'nefts.
i^g committed to Prifon, in order to a Trial.

Any Perfon ^jj-^ j^. j|^^]j ^^^ ^^^ ^^ lawful to and for any Perfon or Perfons to apprehend .

Warrant may without a Warrant, any Jefuit, feminary Prieft, or other of the Romifh Clergy-

apprehend as aforefaid, and to convent him before, the Governour, or any two ofthe Coun-
any Jefuit or

(.j]^ j-q {^g examined and imprifoned, in order to a Trial ; unlefs he give a fatis-

fadory Account of himfeif.

And as it will be efteemed and accepted as a good Service done fortheKing,

by the Perfon who fhall feize and apprehend any Jefuit, Prieft, Miflionary, or

Romifh Ecclefiaftic as aforefaid •, fo the Governour with the Advice and Con-

fent of the Council, may fuitably reward him as they fhall think fit.

Pric(t.

Reward.

Provided, This Ad fhall not extend or be' conftrued to extend unto any of
Saving for

^j^e RomifhClergy which fhall happen to beShipwreck'd -, or through otherAd-

Rom°ini Cler-
verfity fhall be caft on Shoar, or driven into this Province -, fo as he continue or

gy that fhall abide no longer within the fame than until he may haveOpportunity ofPafTage
be Ship. for his Departure •, fo alfo as fuch Perfon immediately upon his arrival fhall

wreck'd, &c. forthwith attend the Governour, if near to the Place of his Refidence, or otherr

wife on one or more of the Couticil, or next Juftices of the Peace, and acquaint

them with his Circumftances, and obferve the Diredions which they fhall give

him, during his ftay in the Province.

C H A P. V.

An AS for the regulating ofPrifons, and to

prevent Efcapes.

f\\\>(Bitzm&z'B^US<Bxct\\znt^ tt)e ©oDernour, Council anD
Prifon Keep. )\\^ Eeptcfcntatiticg, in (General Court aiTemtJlcti, anD it i0
en to return ^^ gj^aftetJ tig tI}C 3Uti)0?itB Of tl}t fame, That everyGoaler orKeeper

\^^^P^'C of the King's Prifons within the feveral Counties in this Province, at the open-

neci.
'

ing of the Court of AfTize and General Goal Delivery, Court of Oyer and Ter-

miner ; and Court of General SefTionsof the Peace, refpedively to be holden

within fuch County from Time to Time, fhall return a Lift and certify unto

fuch Court the Names of all Prifoners then in his Cuftody, with the Caufe of

theirCommitment : And alfo theNames of all other Prifoners that fhall be com-
mitted unto him during the fitting of any fuch Court -, whereby the Juftices

of the faid Courts refpedively may take Cognizance thereof : and as well for

the King as for the Parties, may proceed to make Deliverance of fuch Prifo-

ners according to Law, for the Crimes proper to the Jurifdidion of fuchCourt

;

on Pain that every Goaler or Prifon-Keeper for each Default by him made in

that Refped, fhall forfeit fuch Sum as fhall be fet upon him, by the Juftices of

the Court, not exceeding ten Pounds.

„ ., _ . OBe it futti)er enaften b? tfje aut!)02itp afo?efain, That whomever

or Fii hTw breaketh Prifon, or fhall make his efcape from an Officer, after his being ar-

be accounted refted or imprifoned for any Crime, his Breach of Prilbn or Flight, fhall be

one Evidence, accounted and efteemed in the Law one Evidence to convid him of the

Crime wherewith he ftands charged in the Warrant for his Apprchenfian or

Commitment.
And
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And tf any Perfon whatfoever, (hall direftly or indireftly by any Ways or ^'"^'^y
°"J

Means howfoever convey any Inftrument, Tool or other Thing whatfoever, to
f^li^l^^^^y

any Prifoner, or into the Prifon, whereby fuch Prifoner or any other Prifoner any Inftru-

either may or might break Prifon, or work him or her felf unlawfully out of the inem or Tool

fame ; every Perfon fo offending, and being thereofconvicted, fhall forfeit and '.""> ^^"^ ^'^'

pay fuch Fine, as by the Difcretion of the Court fhall be impofed and fet upon

luch Offender, according to the Nature of the Caufe of the Prifoners Commit-

ment, not exceeding Tivenly Pounds ; or fuffer corporal Punilhment by whip-

ping not exceeding twenty Stripes.

And if it happen any Prifoner or Prifoners do make his or their Efcape by pjrther Pe- •

Means of any Inlbument, Tool or other Thing conveyed as aforefaid, the Per- nalty in cafe

fon or Perfons conveying the fame, fhall be fined, not exceeding Five Hundred
?"''w''''^^"^f

Pounds ; or be corporally puni{lj,ed by whipping, not exceeding thirty nine
^^^^ i^ft'u"

Stripes, and find Sureties for the good Behaviour, during thefpace of oneYear, ment &c, de

at the Difcretion of the Court, according to the Nature of the Crime or Crimes cicapc.

wherewith the Prifoner or Prifoners ftood charged in their Mittimus's, or War-
rants of Commitment, and other Circumftances aggravating the Offence. And
if any Prifoner or Prifoners fo efcaping, fhall ftand convift of any capitalCrime,

the Perfon or Perfons affifting or furthering their Efcape as aforefaid, over and

above their being fined or corporally puniflied as before is directed, and bound

to the Behaviour -, fhall alfo be ftigmatized or burned in the Forehead or on the

Cheek, with a hot Iron of the Figure of the Letter B.

anu furtt)er it 10 enafteD t)p tt)e9utl)o?itg afojefaiD^That if thePrifo- Efcape of

ner orPrifoners fo efcaping were imprifoned forDebt,thePerfon or Perfons affift-
?"»>"«"'<"

ing and fijrthering their Efcape as aforefaid, fhall be liable to pay the full Debt

owing to the Creditor or Creditors,at whofeSuit fuch Prifoner orPrifoners flood

committed •, to be recovered by A6lion or Adtions, upon the Cafe therefore to

be brought againfl: the Perfon or Perfons, fo offending as aforefaid, who fhalj

alfo be fined or corporally punilhed as aforefaid, at the Difcretion of the Court,

not exceeding the Fine or Punifhment before-mentioned.

ann fte it further enafteD, That every Goaler or Prlfon-Keeper that fhall
p^^^^ ^^

voluntarily fuffer any Prifoner or Prifoners coiRmitted to his Cuftody to efcape, ^^^ coalcr fo?

upon dueConvidionthereof,fhall undergo and fuffer the likePainsandPenalties as a voluntary

the Prifoner orPrifoners fo efcaping fhould byLaw for theCrime orCrimes where- efcapi.

with he or they flood charged by the Warrant or Warrants of Commitment,
if the Prifoner or Prifoners had thereof been convid.

Provided, That if any Perfon affifting and furthering the efcape of any Pri-

foner in Manner as aforefaid, or if the Keeper of the Prifon that fhall volun-
Pro^ifoJ

tarily fuffer to efcape as aforefaid, fhall by any Ways or Means recover any Pri-

foner or Prifoners fo efcaping, and return them back to Prifon again before Pro-

fecution had, and Judgment entred up againfl fuch Perfon or Prifon-Keeper for

fuch Efcape, (which fhall not be until fix Months pafl next after the Efcape,^

in fuch Cafe the Perfon or Prifon-Keeper fo offending fhall be liable to no fur-

ther Punifliment than to pay fuch Fine as the Court that fhall have Cognizance

thereof, in their Difcretion fhall think fit to fet upon him, according as the

Offence may be aggravated by the Circumftances attending the fame, and the

Degree of the Crime wherewith the Prifoner ftands charged.

And in Cafe the efcape of any Prifoner happen thro' the Negligence of the ^°^ anegW-

Goaler or Prifon-Keeper, he fhall pay fuch Fine as the Juftices of the Court in
^^"' * '^^^'^'

their Difcretion before whom the Profecution Ihall be, fhall impofe and fet upon
him according ta the Nature or Degree of rfie Offence, for which the Prifoner

efcaping was taken and imprifoned. And if the Prifoner fo efcaping were im-
prifoned for Debt, the Prifon-Keeper fhall be anfwerable to the Creditor for the

full Debt, and he ftiall have his Remedy againft the Prifoner.

All Fines and Forfeitures arifing by Virtue of this Ad, fliall be applied to
^-^^^^^-g^j,

and for the repairing, maintaining and upholding of the Prifon within theCounty fejrurei how'
v/here the Offence Ihall be committed -, and be paid in to the CountyTreafurer to be applied.

to be employed accordingly, and not otherwife.

0,2 ano
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Efcape of
. ^nU fee it furt|)ec cnafteD tg tJ)C 2lut!)0ittp afo^cfain. That where

Debtors thro*
^j^g efcape of any Prilbner or Prifoners for Debt fhall happen through the Defect

Prlfonstobc o^ Insufficiency of any Prifon, from and after the twenty fifth Day of March
anfwcrcd by Hcxt, in the Year one Thoufand fevenHundred and one, the County (hall nnake
the County, good fuch Debt as the Prifoners fo efcaping did juftly owe unto the Creditor or

Creditors, at whofe Suit he was imprifoned, and the County fhall have tkeif

Remedy againft the Prifoner.

anU further it is CnafteD, That there be fufficientPrifons forthwith pro-
Prifons to be vided within the feveral Counties, and from Time to Time kept fo. And that

Tf Shi'r" or
*^^ ^^'*^ Prifons be eredted and maintained in the Shire, or CountyTown ofeach

Co in:y County relpeftively, and in fuch other Towns as the Court of General SefTions

Town. Ihall fee needful. And the Court of General Seffions of the Peace holden in

the feveral Counties, are to give efFedlual Order thereabout : AnyLaw, Cuftom
or Ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. VI.

An Ad relating unto the Office and Duty
of a Coroner.

Coroners to ^Xf^ ^^ CHacteti bg fjis €xtz\\tnt^ ti)e (Sotiernour, Council anti

tafce inqueft. W% iReptcfematitigs iu (Scneral Coutt affemtleD, auij fig ti)e Su^
on dead Bo- ^'"'^

tf)0?itg Of tf)0 fflntC, That everyCoroner within theCounty for which
•*'*' he is appointed, fhall be, and hereby is impowred to take Inquefts of Felonies,

and other violent and cafual Deaths committed, or hapning within his Precinft.

And before he undertake the Execution of his faid Office, fhall take the fol-

lowing Oath for his due and faithful Performance thereof,before theGovernour,
To be Sworn,

Lieutenant Governour, or any two or more of the Council ; or fuch other Per-

fon or Perfons as fhall be thereto appointed by the Governour :

That is to fay :

YOU Swear, 'fhat well mtd truly you Jhall ferve Our SevereignLordtheKing^

in the Office of a Coroner, and as One of HisMajeJly'sCoroners of theCounty

of S. And therein you pall truly and diligently do and accompUJh all and every Thing,

and Things afpertaAning toyour Office, after the befi of your Cunning, Wit and
Power, for the Profit and Good of the Inhabitants within thefaid County ; taking

fuch Fees as you ought to take by Law, and not otherwife. So help you GOD.-

Coroner to ^"^ ^^ ^^ fUttfjet etiactetl t)g t^e aUttJOjitg afO?Cfaitl, That when and

make out ^^ ^^'^^ ^s any Coroner fhall be certified of the dead Body of any Perfon fup^

Warrants for pofed to have come to a violent and untimely Death, found or lying within
Jurors. his County or Precinft •, he fhall make out his Warrant dire6ted unto theCon-.

flables of the fame Town where fuch dead Body lies, or of three or four of the

next adjacent Towns, (if need be) requiring them forthwith to Summon ajury

of good and lawful Men of the fame Town, or fuch Number as Ihall be fuffici-

ent, with thofe fent for from the neighbouring Towns to make up eighteen in

all, to appear before him at the Tirne and Place in the faid Warrant exprefs'd,

which Warrant fhall be made in this Form, viz,

Suffolk fr. To the Conflables of B. or to a,ny or either of them. Greeting.

Forin of the ' W'^Hefe are in His Majejiy's Name to require you immediately upon the Receipt

Warrant. X ^»^ %^^ hereof, to fummon and warn good and lawful Men of the

faid Town, to be and appear before me, one of the Coroners of the faid County of S.

at Houfe or Place within thefaid Town of ^. betwixt the Hours of

and of the Clock in the noon of this prefmt Day of then

.> „ s'. : J-: V. <in^thsv&. to inquire upon the View of the Body of a certain Perfon there lying dead,
' "

' -•-, bow

Coroners

Oith.
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how and in what Manner he came to his Death : Fail not herein atyour Peril, as

you will anfwer the contrary. Given under my Hand and Seal at B. the

Day of In the I'ear of Our Lord And in the Tear of His

Majejlfs Reign.
By me W . G. one of the

..: , Coroners of the County abovefaid.

Conftabki to

And every Conftable unto whom any fuch Warrant fhall come, fliall forth- execate tbc

with execute the fame, and repair unto xht Place at theTime therein mentioned, ^'°""'

and make Return of the Warrant, with his Doings therein, unto the Coroner """^'

that granted the fame.

And every Conftable failing of performing hisDuty by fuchWarrant required ZT^r^'!
^^

of him or returning the fame as aforefaid, fhall forfeit the Sum of forty Shil-

lin<^s. Alfo every Perfon fummoned and warned to be a Juror, failing to ap-

pear accordingly, fhall alfo forfeit the Sum offorty Shillings ; without a reafo- p^^zlty for

nable Excufe for the fame be made unto, and allowed of by the Coroner. The Jaron de-

aforefaid feveral Fines or Forfeitures to be to and for the defreying of the Char- 'au't-

fres arifing and hapning within the fame County ; and towards the defreying

the neceffary Charges of the Coroner and Jurors : To be recovered by Aftion,
^c"ap'^Ue'd

'"

Bill, Plaint or Informadon therefore to be brought by the Coroner in any of his '
^^^

Majefty's Courts of Record.

And the Coroner fhall fwear fourteen, or more of the Jurors that appear ;

and give the Foreman ("to be by him appointed) his Oath upon View of the

Body, in tliis Form. T'bat is to fay :

YOU fl.iall diligently inquire, and true Prefentment make, on the Behalf of our Juron Oath,

Sovereign Lord the King ; how and in what Manner A.B.' here lying dead,

came to his Death: Andyou fiall deliver up to me his Majefifs Coroner, a true

Verdin thereof, according to fuch Evidence as fljall be given toyou, and according

to your Knowledge. So help you GOD.

And then Ihall fwear the reft of the Jurors, by three or four at once, in this

Form, viz.

ALL fuch Oath as L. M. the Foreman of this Inquefl for hisPart hath taken,

you and every one ofyou floall well and truly obferve and keep on yourParts,

So help you GOD.

The Jury being fworn, the Coroner fliall give them a Charge upon their Coroner*

Oaths, to declare of the Death of the Perfon ; Whether he died of Felony, or Charge to the

by Mifchance and Accident ? And if of Felony, Whether of his own or of h^°'*'

another's ? And if by Mifchance or Misfortune, Whether by the Adof God,
or of Man ? And if he died of another's Felony, Who were Principals, and.

who Accefiaries ? Who threatned him of his Life or Members ? With what
Inftrument he was ftruck or wounded .? And fo of all prevailing Circumftan-

ces that can come by Prefumpdon.

And if by Mifchance or Accident, by the Aft of God or Man, whether by
hurt, fall, ftroke, drowning or otherwife ; to inquire of the Peribns that were

prefent, the Fioders of the Body, his Relations or Neighbours ; Whether he

was kill'd in the fame Place, or elfewhere ? And if elfewhere. By whom, and
how he was thence bought ? And of all other Circumftances.

And if he died of his own Felony, then to inquire of the Manner, Means
or Inftrument •, and Circumftances concurring.

After the Jury being charged, they muft ftand together, and let Proclama- Proclamation

tion be made for any that can give Evidence to draw near, aiid they Ihall be *" ^^ miAe^

heard.

And every Coroner is hereby further impowred, to fend <5Ut his Warrant for y^.

Witneffes ; commanding them to come to be examined before him, and to befentout*
declare their Knowledge concerning the Matter inQueftion : And to adminifter forWimefleii

an Oath unto the Witneffes in this Form. That is to fay

;

M
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Witneflei

Oath.

Witneflei to

be bound
aver.

ALLfuch Evidence as you Jhall give to this hqueji, concerning the Death -df
A. B. here fying dead, Jhall be the Truthy the whole Truth, and nothing

iut the Truth. So help you GOD.

The Examination of fuch Witneffes to be taken in writing under theirHands.
And if they relate to the Trial of any Perfon concerning the Death of theParty
found dead, then fhall the Coroner bind over fuch WitnefiTes byRecognizance,
in a reafonable Sum ; not lefs than Twenty Pounds z Vitce, peribnally to appear
at the next AfTizes, or Court of Oyer and Terminer and Goal Delivery, to be
holden within the fame County •, then and there to teflify their Knowledge
concerning the Death of the faid A B.

And the Jury having viewed the Body, heard the Evidence, and made what
Inquiry they can into the Manner and Caufes of the Death of the Perfon, they

fhall draw up and deliver unto the Coroner their Verdift theraipon in v/riting,

under their Seals, in Manner following -, which fhall pafs by Indenture inter-

changeably, betwixt the Coroner and the Jury. That is to Jcy :

loquifition. Suffolk AN Inquifition Indented, taken at B. within the faid County of5.

the Day of in the Year of the

Reign of Our Sovereign Lord by the Grace of God, of England,

Scotland, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith,i^c. Before T.£.Genr.

one of the Coroners of Our faid Lord the King, within the County of 5. afore-

faid i upon view of the Body of A. B. of B. aforefaid then and there be-

ing dead, by the Oaths of /. JV. R. W. H. P. T. A. S. B. I. K. L. S. E. H,
R. G. P. D. C. M. S. O. G. B. and N. S. good and lawful Men of B. afore-

faid within the County aforefaid -, who being charged and fworn to

inquire for Our faid Lord the King, when, and by what Means, and how the

faid A. B. came to his Death. Upon their Oaths do fay, i^c.

Then infert, How, Where, at what Time, by what Mcani, with what Inftrument,

and in whjt Manner, the Party wai kill'd, or came by hit Death.

And if it appear the Perfon to have been kill'd and murthered by another that is

known, the Inquifition muji be concluded after this Manner, viz.

And fo the Jurors aforefaid, upon their Oaths aforefaid, fay. That the afore-

faid R. S. in Manner and Form aforefaid, the aforefaid A. B. then

and there felonioufly did Kill and Murder againll the Peace of Our Sovereign

Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity.

If it appear to be Self-Murder, the Inquijition mufi conclude after this Manner,

viz.

And fo the Jurors aforefaid fay upon their Oaths, That the faid A. B. in

Manner and Form aforefaid, then and there voluntarily and felonioufly, as a

Felon of himfelf, did Kill and Murder himfelf, againft the Peace of Our So-

vereign Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity.

If it appear the Perfon to beflain by Misfortune, the Inquijition muji conclude

after this Manner, viz.

And fo the Jurors aforefaid fay upon their Oaths, That the aforefaid A. B.

in Manner and Form aforefaid, was killed,or came to his Death byMisfortune,

If by the Hands or Means ef any other Perfon ; thus, viz.

The aforefaid R. F. the aforefaid A. B. by Misfortune and contrary to his

Will, in Manaer and Form aforefaid, did kill and (lay. In Witnefs whereof,as

well I the Coroner aforefaid, as the Jurors aforefaid, to this Inquifition have in-

terchangeably put our Hands and Seals, the Day and Year abovefaid.

And the Coroner fliall make Return of all fuch Inqulfitions taken before him,

unto the Juftices of Affize, Oyer and Terminer and Goal Delivery.

Alfo
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Alfo upon any Verdift found of the Death of a Perfon by the Felony orMis-

fortune of another, fhall fpeedily inform one or more of the next Juftices of the

Peace thereof -, to the IT»sent, that fuch Perfon killing, or being any ways In-

ftrumental to the. Death of another,may be apprehended, examined and fecured

in order to a Trial.

2nu be it furtljer enactco bp tl)C autF)0?itp afoiefaiQ, That over and

above theFee already allowed by Law,theCoroner Jhall be allowed theSumof/OT F:e».

Shillings per Diem for his Travel and Expences, upon every Inquifition by him

Taken •, and every Juror attending the faid Service,fhall be allowed tivoShtllings

.

per Diem ; which Allowances Hiall be paid out of theEftate of the dead Perfon,

or by the Parent or Mafter where any Apprentice orChild, under Age lliall hap-

pen to be kiird : And in want thereof to be paid by the CountyTreafurer out

of the Treafury of fuch County -, upon Reprefentation thereof made by theCo-

roner to the Quarter Seffions.

And every Coroner within the County for whi-ch he is appointed, fhall be,and Coroners to

hereby is impowered to ferve and execute all Writs and Proceffes direfted unto 'i:^'^
Wms,

him, acrainfl the Sheriff or Marfhal of the fame County : And to return Jurors

deTdibus Circumjlantibus, where Need fhall be, to fill up the Jury or Junes, in . g ca. 8.'

all Caufes wherein the Sheriff or Marfhal is concerned -, or related to either of 12 G. ca. 4.

the Parties in any Caufe : And fhall have the like. Fee for ferving of Writs in

civil Caufes, as is allowed by Law unto the Sheriff.
,

,
•

CHAP. VII.

An Ad providing for Pofthumus Children.

FORASMUCH as it often happens, that Children are not born till after the PrjambleJ

Death of their Fathers ; and alfo have no Provifion made for them in their

Wills :

TBe it ii}Uttoit enacten bg &i0 Crcellcncp tbc <^oi)crnour. Council Pofthnmui

anD iffileptefematiues in (General Court affembleo, antsbgtiic autl)o= children to

titp of tbC fame. That as often as any Child Ihall happen be born after the
ortloH, ^J,

Death of the Father, without having any Provifion made in his Will,every fuch

Pofthumus Child lliall haveRight and Intereft in theEftate of his or her Father, See Rcfolvc

in like Manner as if he had died Inteftate -, and the fame Ihall accordingly at the end of

be aflfigned and fet out as the Law direfts for the Diftribution of the Eftates of ''^" ^^*

Inteftates.

.. And.whereasJhrough the Anguijh of the deceafed Teflator ; or through his fol-

Ucitous Intention though in Health ; or through the Overjight of the Scribe, fame

of the 7'eflator''s Children are,omitted, and not mentioned in the Will ; many Children

alfo being horn after the making of theWill,though in theLife-time of theirParents :

15e it tf)erefo?e cnactcn bp tbe autbojitp afojefaiti, That any child
^rvl: nflcI

or Children, not having a Legacy given them in the Will of their Father or _gj. „jyj„

°

Mother •, every fuch Child fhall have a Proportion of the Eftate of their Pa- them,

rents given and fet out unto them as the Law direds for the Diftribution of the

Eftates of Inteftates.

Provided, Such Child or Children have not had an equal Proportion of his

Eftate beftowed on them by the Father in his Life time.

And whereas it fometimes happens, that a Man havingformerly made his Will^

doth afterwards marry a Wife, and then dies ; and the Will comes to be proved,

to the Injury of fuch Wife :
'

In a-U ftch Cafes the Widow fhall have fuch Proportion ofher late Husband's Widow* nor

Eftate affigned her, as if he had died Inteftate -, as the Lawdircds fortheDiftfi-
'^"J'^^f,',';

butidn of the Eftates of Inteftates : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the con- made before

trary notwithftanding. Marriage.

Provided, That nothing in this Law fhall extend to any Eftate difpofed of by
Will, already fettled.

I At
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\_At a Great and General Court begun and held at Bofton on the iSth Day of
May 1 7 1 8. J ^eftion being moved upon the fecond SeBion or Paragraph in the

AEl providing for Pofthumus Children, and fiich as have no Legacy given them

by Will ; made in the Twelfth Tear of King William, viz. [Whether the faid

ASl doth as well extend to the Grand-Children^ in Cafe of the Death of the Father

or Mother., as to the Child himfelf., if living ? ]

Refolvedin theAffirmative, and that thehaw is fa to be underftood andpraSiced

:

Any Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithfianding. ]

S TT. ca. 2,

Ail Perfoni

iarcrefted

may com-

plain of Im.

Saving,

CHAP. VIII.

An Aain Addition to theA6t for the equal

Diftribution of Infolvent Eftates.

WHEREAS in and by the A£i Intitled, An Act for the equal Diftri-

bution of Infolvent Eftates, made and pafs"d in the eighth Tear of his

prefent Majeflys Reign : Amongji other Things therein contained ; 3it

is 0naCt0D, " That every Judge of Probate of Wills and granting Admini-
" ftrations, within the refpeftive Counties, be and thereby is fully authorized
" and impowred to call before him, and to require and adminifter an OatH
" unto any Perfon or Perfons, probably fufpefted by any Executor or Admi-
" niftrator, to have concealed, imbezeled or conveyed away any of the Money,
" Goods or Chattels left by the Teftator or Inteftate, for the difcovery of the
*' fame : And in Cafe any fuch fufpected Perfon was betrufted by the Perfon
" deceafed, attended upon, or wasotherwife converfant with or near unto him
" in the time of Sicknefs,or left in Poffeffion oftheEftate,v/hereby to ftrengthen
" and make the Sufpicion more violent -, and fhall refufe to clear and acquit
" him or her felf upon Oath ; it fhall and may be lawful for, and the Judge i§

" impowred to commit fuch Perfon fo refufing to Swear, unto the Goal of the
" County ; there to remain until he or fhe fhall comply to difcharge him or
" herfelfupon Oath as aforefaid ; or be releafed by Confent of the Executor of
" Adminiftrator.

And whereas it has been obferved. That fometimes Executors or Adminijirators

have negle£ied their Duty., or been too favourable in not complaining of Perfons of
whom there has been juji Sufpicion of making Concealments, Imbezelments, er con-

veying amay Part of the Eftate belonging to their Teftator or Intejlate ; whereby

great Wrong and Injury has enfued :

For Remedy whereof :

IBt it enacteo bp ftis Crccllencp t!)e <^otiernout. Council anHEe^
prefentatitjes in (fi5enetal Court affemtJleo, anQ ijg tf)e mtmitv of

tbC fame. That every Judge of Probate, be, and hereby is alike impowred,to

call before him, and to require and adminifter an Oath unto any Perfon or Per-

fons, probably iufpedled of making any Concealment, Imbezelment, or convey-

ing away any of the Monies, Goods or Chattels, of any Perfon deceafed -, as well

upon the Complaint of any Heir, Creditor, Legatary, or other Perfon having

lawful Right or Claim to or in fuch Eftate •, as of the Executor or Admini-
ftrator. And in Cafe theParty fufpefted (fuch Sufpicion being ftrengthned,and

made more violent for any of the Caufes before mentioned) fhall refufe to dif-

charge him or her felf upon Oath, then to proceed againft them by Imprifon-

ment, as the afore-recited Ad diredls.

Saving to any Perfon aggrieved, the Liberty of an Appeal from any fuchSear

tence, to the Governour and Council ; the Appellant giving Security to profer

cute fuch Appeal with Effeft, in Manner as is by Law direded.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

An A61 prohibiting iheExportation ofRaw
Hides, Upper-Leather, andTann'dCalve-

Skins, from out of this Province, other

than for England

WHEREAS the frequettt /hipping out of this Province, Raiv Hides, Ufper- Prcan-.b:?.

Leather, and 'Tann'd Calve Skins for Holland and other Pkces^hath been

much to the Damage of this Province ; not only by Reafon of the choiccft of the [aid

Hides, and Upper-Leather going off, but the great Sluantities ; that ma-ny Times

the Neceffity of the Province cannot be fiipplied :

ISC it enaaeD bp tfje ©otiernour, Council anD lReprcfcntati^e0,in

(general Court aiTemWcD, anD bp t&e autf30iit]^ of tlje faisjs, n.at

from henceforth no Raw Hides, Upper Leather, or tann'd Calve-Skins,be laden To give Bond

on Board any Ship or Veffel, before the Mafter give Bond to theCommiffioncr '° "^^""^ '"
.

for Impoft or Receiver for the Time being, to theValue of FiveHundredPounds, ' ''^
""'

'' ""

with fufficient Surety ; that the fame fhall be by the faid Ship or Veflel carried

for England, PFales, Port or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, znd no otherPlace -,

and be there landed, and put on Shore ;
(the Danger of the Seas only excepted j

and fliall in eighteen Months Time return a Certificate of the fame. And if
^^^^^^^ jj,fj^,^_

any lliall prefume to lade on Board any Ship or Veflel, any Raw Hides, Upper- viii- laikn lo

Leather, or tann'd Calve-Ski-ns, before Bond be given as aforefaid, he fhall for- be forkiied.

feit the fame ; and the Mafter of the Veflel fliall forfeit the Value of all fuch

Raw Hides, Leather or tann'd Calve-Skins, that he fhall know to be on Board

fuch Veflel.

And if any Ship or Veffel, fhall carry from out of this Province, any Raw Maftir know-

Hides, Upper-Leather, or tann'd Calve-Skins, before Bond given as aforefaid,
'(oft-°r ^oJbjg

or any Seizure be made -, every Mafter of fuch VefTel knowing thereof, fhall the Value!

'

forfeit and pay double the Value of the fame ; and the Shipper double the Va-

lue of what fhall be fo fhipped.

Provided, That Information, Suit or Profecution for the fame, be had and

made within the fpace of eighteen Months next after the Offence committed,

and not afterwards.

The afore-mentioned feveral Forfeitures, to be recovered by Aftion, Bill,

Plaint or Information, in any of HisMajefty's Courts of Record within this Pro-

vince •, and to be employed and difpofed of, one Half thereof for and towards

the Support of His Majefty's Government within the fame ; and the other

Half to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame.

And it fhall and may be lawful to and for everyJufticc ofthe Peace,upon In-

formation given of any Raw Hides, Upper-Leather,or tann'dCalve Skins, laden

or put on Board any Ship or Veffel, and Bond not given as aforefaid ; to iffue out

his Warrant under his Hand and Seal, direfted to the Water Bailiff, or to the

Sheriff,or his Deputy or Conftable ; requiring them refpeftively to make Seifure

of any fuch Raw Hides, Upper-Leather, or tann'd Calve Skins, fhip'd as afore-

faid, and to fecure them in order to Trial ; who are hereby refpecT:ively im-

powered and required to execute fuch Warrant.

CHAP. X.

AnAdforpreventingAbufestothe/;?jM;;i-,
WHEREAS fmne of the principal and befl difpofed Indians within thisPro- Additional

vince,have repj-efented and complained oftheExaBions andOppreffion,which .q^^
fame of the Englifh exercife towards the Indians, by drawitig them to Confent to,

R Covenant
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Covenant or hind themfehes or Children, Apprentices or Servants, for an unreafrna-
lie Term -, on Pretence of, or to make SatisfaSfion forfame fmall Debt contracled,

or Damage done by them :

For Redrefs whereof

:

'Be it enacten anD uecIareD bp ibig Crcellencg tte ®ovjernoiif

,

No Indian to
<2^ouncil atiD IRcprefentatitieg in (General Court affembleD, anD 6?

be put oat tbe ^Utf}Olitp of tf)C fame, That from and after the Publication of thisAft,
Appreniice, no Indian fhall contract or put or bind him or her felf or Child, Apprentice or

All
^^

n^e of
^ ^^^'^^"'^ "^° ^"y °^ -^'^ Majefty's Subjefts, for any Time or Term of Years,

two°Juftices° l^"'-
'^y ^"^ '^'^'^^ ^^^ Allowance and Approbation of two or more of His Ma-

jefty's Jnftices of the Peace •, who are required to take fpecial Care that the

Contraft or Covenant fo to be made, and the Condition or Terms thereof be

equal and reafonable ; both with refpeft to the Time for Service, and otherwife.

seffions of SriD U it ivixtW enaaeD bp t&c autbciitg afo^efain. That the jufii-

the Peace, to ces of the General Seffions of the Peace, within the refpeclive Counties,be,and
hear and re- hereby are impowred, upon Complaint made by any Indian Native of thisCoun-

arVaegritved '""X'
^^'^^ ^^ °'' ^^'^ ^^ aggrieved by Reafon of any Indenture, Covenant or A-

greement heretofore made for any Time or Term of Service, not yet expired ;

to hear and relieve fuch Indian, according to Juftice and Equity ; and to regu-

late and order the Time for fuch Service, as they fhall judge reafonable.

CHAP. XL

An Aft in Addition to the Ad for due Re«
gulation ofWeights and Meafures.

^ ^. & M. TT'Oi? remedying of Unrighteoufnefs and Opprejfion, in dealing by the ufe of Mea-
ca. I?. Jp fures that are not of due Breadth for Meal^ Fruits and other Things ufiially

4^. ca. 2.
fold by Heap:

IBe it enacten bgW OBrcellencg tfje <?5oi(}ernout, Council ann
Keprefentatities, in General Court alTembleD, anB bg tbe autf)0?itg

of tfje fame, That all Meafures by which Meal, Fruits ; and all otherThings

ufually fold by Heap, fhall be fold, be conformable as to Bignefs to the declared

publick allowed Standards -, mentioned in the Ada made and paffcd by the Ge-

Jf Me^furM
"^^^^ Affembly, in the Year One Thoufand fix Hundred ninety two, Intitled,

for Thingi An A51 for due Regulation ofWeights and Meafures : And iliall be of the full

fold by Heap. Breadths following : That is to fay. The Buftiel not lefs within fide, than eigh-

teen Inches and Half wide : The half Bufhel not lefs than thirteen Inches and

three Quarters wide : The Peck not lefs than ten Inches and three Quar-

ters wide ; and the half Peck not lefs than nine Inches wide.

And if any Perfon at any Time from and after the firftDay of Oi^o^^r, next

after the Publication of this Acl -, fliali fell, expofe to Sale, or offer any Meal,

Penalty for Fruits, or other Things ufually fold by Heap ; by any other Meafure than is

«,'i1!!!.^m/,
afore-mentioned, as to bignefs and breadth ; fuch Perfon being complained of,

and convidted before any Juftice of the Peace of fo doing, ftiall forfeit and pay

to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence is committed, the full

Value of the Meal, Fruits, or otherThings fo fold or offered toSale : And fuch

Juftice may commit the Offender to Priion, undl Payment be made ofthe faid

Forfeiture, or caufe the fame to be levied by Warrant of Difcrefs, and paid in

unto the Town Treafurer, or Overfeers of the Poor ; to the Ufe of the Poor as

aforefaid ; and fhall alfo caufe fuch Meafure to be defaced : Any Lav/, Ufage

or Cuftom to the contrary in any wife notwithftawding,

ACTS

other Mca'
fures,
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Ads and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New- England, Begun and Held zi Bojton, on

the twenty-ninth Day of M?jy, 1700. And continued by feveral Proro-

gations until Wcdnefday the twelfdi of February following, and then Sat.

C PI A P. I.

An AiSt direding the Proceedings againft

forcible Entry and Detainer.

WHEREAS in and by the AEl Intitkd, An Adl for the punifiiing

of criminal Offenders : Amongjl other 'Things therein contained \ 4 ^' & jf.

31t is DEClatCD, " That every Juftice of the Peace in the ca 5.

" County where the Offence is committed, be and isimpowred
" to make Inquiry of forcible Entry and Detainer, and caufe the fame to be
" removed.

For the better directing of Jujlices in fuch their Proceedings :

IBe it cnacteD anDBeclareu bgtbe lieutenant ©ouemour,€oun^
tilmn iReprefentati'oes in General Court affemtleD, anQ b^ tf)e au^ jmc» on

t|)0?itg of tije fame, i hat upon Complaint made to any one or more Jufli- Complain:

ces of the Peace of any wrongful and forcible Entry made into any Lands, Te- '^^'^.1^°^

nements or other PolTefiions, lying within the County where fuch Jufbce or 1°'"qpc. xo^ie-

Juftices dwell or refide -, or of any wrongfulDetainerof any Lands,Tenements pair co' the

or other Poffeffions with Force and ftrong Hand ; every fuch Juftice or Juftices P'ac=-

within convenient Time, at the Cofts of the Party grieved, fhall go tothePlace

where the Force is, taking with him the Sheriff or his Deputy, and other fuffi-
Affiflance to

dent Power of the Town or County at his Difcretion, if need be, to aid him, juffic'erunt

and all the People of the County, as well the Sheriff as others fhall be at- der a Penalty

tending to the faid Juftice or Juftices, and aiTift him or them to arreft fuch fofNcgkiS.

Offenders, upon pain of Imprifonment, and to make Fine to the King.

And that two Juftices ^orum mus, fhall have Authority and Power to in- Upon an In-

quire by the Oaths of the People of the fame County, as well of them that make quifi"""

fuch forcibly Entry into Lands, Tenements or other PolTefTions, as of them that
'°""'^'

^t*^''

hold the fame with Force. And if it be found upon fuch Inquiiy, that a for- made,

cible Entry is made into any Lands,
^
Tenements or PoffefTions ; or that the

fame are held with Force ; then fuch Juftices fhall caufe the fame Lands,Tene-

ments or Poffeffions to be refeized, and thereof the Party to be again put into

Polfeffion, who in fuch Sort was put out or holden out.

And to the End that Inquiry be lb made as aforefaid, fuchJuftices fhall make A Jury to be

out their Warrants or Precepts, directed to the Sheriff of the fame County, or impanelled

his Deputy, commanding him on the King's Behalf to caufe to come before
*"** '^"'

them eighteen fufficient and indifferent Perfons dwelling near unto the Lands or

Tenements, fo entred or held as before, whereof fourteen at leaft to be Impa-
neiled, to inquire in this Behalf, each of whom to have Freehold Lands or Te-

Penalry far
nements of the yearly Value of forty Shillings at the leaft, who fhall be Sworn Defauir

by fuch Juftices, well and truly to inquire of fuch forcible Entry, or forcible Sheriff oc

Detainer, and to return a true Verdict therein according to theirEvidence ; and J^rof*.

if the Sheriff iliall make Default in not duly executing of fuch Warrant or Pre-

cept to him directed, he fliall be fined the Sum of twenty Pounds for every De-
fault. And every Juror fummoned by the Sheriff", making Default by hisNon-
appearance, fhall pay a Fine of twenty Shillings : Every Juftice to be paid ten ^'If-"^"^''

Shillings per Diem, the Sheriff _/?>; Shillings per Diem, and every Juror twoShil-
''

lings per D.:em, upon every Inquiry to be made as aforefaid.

R 2 A.nd
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.Tufticc orj.f 3iiD be it futt!)er enaftcB bg tf)eaut!)o?iti) aforefaio. That anyjufticc

"h "off-^ f"^
°^ Jiiltices as aforefaid, may impoie a Fine upon evcryOffender committing fuch

^f
-" ">

porce as aforefaid, not exceeding the Sum oiforty Shillings ; and bind them to

the good Behaviour, and imprifon fuch Offenders, till they pay fuch Fine, and
find Sureties for the Behaviour, until the next Court of General SelTions of the

Peace within the fame County, and then to appear ; and if the Offence be ag-

gravated by any open and high handed Breach of the Peace, or otherwife, may
bind the Offenders over to appear at the next General Seffions of the Peace, to

anfwer for the fame -, who may increafe the Fine, according to the Aggrava-

tion and Circumftances of the Offence.

Fines how co AH Fines arifmg by Virtue of this A<51 to be to and fortheUfe of theCoun*

be applied, ty, for defraying of County Charges. And the Party grieved fhall recover tre-

ble Damages, and Cofts of Suit by Aftion of Trefpafs againfl the Defendant or

Defendants, if it be found by Verdift, or in any other Manner by due Form
of Law ; that they entred into his Lands or Tenements by Force, or after Entry

did hold with Force : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary in any wile

notwithflanding.

Provided always. That this Aft (hall not extend, or be conftrued to extend

A P.'ovifo. unto any Perfon or Perfons that have had the Occupation, or have been in quiet

PofTefTion of any Lands, Tenements or PofTelTions by the fpace of three whok
Years together next before ; and his, her or their Eftate or Eflates therein not

ended or determined.

..Preamble.

Selea-Men
or the major

part of them
to Swear
Town Offi-

cer!, in

Towns where
no Juftice

dwdleth.

A Record co

be made
thereof.

CHAP. II.

An Adt direfting how Town-OfHcers fliall

be Sworn, in fuchTowns where no Juftice

of the Peace dwells.

WHEREAS the Law requires, that feveral 7'own Outers be under Oath
for the true and faithful Difcharge of their refpeSiive Offices andTrufl,to

be adminiftred unto them by one of the next Jujlices of the Peace, ^c. And for
as much as there are many Towns in which no Juflice of the Peace dwells, but are

far remote ; by Reafon whereof, the Officers annually andfrom Time to Time cha-

fen in fuch Towns, whom the Law requires to be under Oath,_ are neceffuated to

travel feveral Miles to be fworn ; which Occafions great Charge, befides Difficult

ties and Inconveniencies to the Inhabitants offuch Towns :

Wherefore, for the Eafe of His Majefty's Subjedls in that Regard :

TBc it enacteDbp tbelieutenant(5ot3etn£>ur,Council anmReprefcn--
tatxties in^eneralCourt alTcmbleD, anc itig enafteo bg tbeautboritp
of tb^faitlK, That in each Town within this Province where no Juftice of the

Peace dwells,theSele£t--Men of fuchTown for theTime being or the majorPart of

them, be, and are hereby authorized and impowred to adminifter to fuch Per-

fon, as from Time to Time fhall be chofen Clerk of fuch Town ; the Oath by
Law appointed to be taken by each Town-Clerk, for the faithful Difcharge of
that Office ; and to all other Officers of fuch Town, whom the Law requires to

be Sworn, the Oath to their feveral and refpeftive Places belonging, as byLaw
eftablifhed.

And fuch Seleft-Men fhall caufe a Record to be made in the Town Book of

the Swearing of all fuch Officers : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary

in any wife notwithftanding.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

An Ad: for Tolling Horfes that are to be
Exported.

FOR the better fre'vcnting the ftealing ef Horfes and Hqrfe Kind, and clan-

dejlinely conveying thcni away :

%£ it Declare!) ant) cnafteD ijp tU Lieutenant (Sot!ernour,Council
^c Eeptefentatities, in ©eneml Court affembleD, ann t)j? tfje au= Town cic.k

tf)0?ity of ti)C fame. That in every Sea-port Town within this Province,there to keep a

be kept a Toll-Boole by the Clerk of fuch Town, for the entring of all Hories TolUbook.

and Horfe Kind that fhall be there fhip'd for Exportation.

And no Perfon or Perfons whatfoevcr, fliall ibip or fend on board any Ship

or ether Veflel to be tranfported out of this Province, any Horfe or HorfeKind,
^e° fhip'd bc-

beforc he or they fhall have prefented and caiifed them to be viewed by the (ore they be

Town-Cierk of the Town where they are to be fhip'd. And fuch 'Town-Clerk colled,

is hereby authorized and required to make a fair Entry in the Toll-Book of all

fuch Horfes and Horfe Kind, with their Colour and Marks both natural and ar-

tificial,andAge as near as may be •, and the Chriftian Name,Sir Name, Myllery

and Place of dwelling -, as well of the Perfon or Perfons ofwhom the fame were

]aft bought, as of the prefent Owners or Shippers -, and the Name of the Ship

or VefTel, and of the Mailer or Commander thereof, whereon they are to be la-

den ; and whither bound ; and to deliver a Certificate under his Hand of fuch

Entry by him made unto the Shipper, direded unto the Mafler of fuch Ship

or VefTel by Name. For which Entry and Certificate, the Town Clerk fhall

demand and reccive^^A; Pence a Head for each Beaft, and no more. Fee.'

ant) be it further enacteo bp tbe autf)0?itp afo?efaiD, That ifany Per-

fon fhall prefume to fliip off any Horfe or Horfe Kind, not being firft entred P^.n^'ty for

as aforefaid : or if the Mafter or Commander of any ShiporVcffel Ihall receive,
o/r^ccf^l'ng

take or fuffer to be- received or taken any Horfe or Horfe Kind, on board the on board

Ship orVefTel then under his Command, without fuchCertificate as aforefaid ; or Horfci betefe

other than what agree with the Defcription therein given ; every Shipper or f<'"='l-

Mafher fo offending, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum often Pounds ; one Moiety

thereof to be unto the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town vi^here the Offence is

committed, and the other Moiety to him or them that fhall inform and fue for

the fame, by Aftion, Bill, Plaint or Information in any of His Majefly'sCourts

within this Province : Any Law, Ufage or Cuflom to the contrary notwith-

ftanding. ... t ri t
And theTown Clerk in each Sea-port Town, is in particular to take Care to

Town Uerk

the due obfervance of this Aft, and to inform of all TranfgrefTions thereof.
|°i, Aa be

_ _, obfecvcd,

C H A P. IV.

AnA£t againft the making or paffingof Bafe

or Counterfeit Money.

WHEREAS fame Perfons for private Gainjoa'^^oflatefrefumeitoflamp

and emit Pieces o/Brafs and Tin, at the Rate of a Penny each ; %ot re-

garding what l^ofs they thereby bring on others ; which if not timely remedied,may

fronje greatly detrimental to His Majejiy's SukjeSis., And erabolden others to be fo ^ ^
hardy as to attempt the doing of the like :

For Prevention whereof :

TBe it ueclareu anD enaftcD tig tl^z jB^ieutenant <^o^einQur,Counfil

anD Beptefentatities in (General Court aiTembleD^anD bg tljeautbo-

ritp of t|je fame. That anyPerfon or Perfon^ w^k? .^te^ ,4?^iit4lsa&i?n,pf
. >. - this
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13^ larofecution of :^ppeaijs.

Rtflituiion

ta be made

Pcnalry for ^\^\s A61, (hall prefume to make or ftamp any fuch Pieces as aforefaid,or others

ft ^'"'in
of like or different Metal, Matter or Form ; and to emit, iiaer or put off the

mtcnn"g^° hme fov Pence ; or at a greater or leflTer Value ; and be thereof convicted :

co-jnterfcit ever/ Perfon fo offending, (hall be punifhed by Fine and Imprifonment, at the
Money. Difcretion of the Court where the Profecution fhall be, not exceeding the Sum

o^fifty Pounds Fine, nor fix Months Imprifonment for one Offence : And fhall

further forfeit and pay in currant lawful Money of this Province, treble the Va-

lue of all fuch Pieces as he fhall have emitted or uttered, after the higheft Rate

they have paffed at •, one Half of the faid Fine and Forfeiture to be unto His
Majefty, for and towards the Support of the Government within thisProvince,

and the other Half to him or them that fhall Inform and fue for the fame in any
of His Majefty 's Courts, within the Province.

3nD &e it furtfjer enaaen bp tfje Sutijoiit^ afoiefaiD, That every Per-

fon or Perfons that have or fhall offend as aforefaid, fhall exchange and pay i.i

currant lawful Money of this Province the full Value of all fuch Pieces having

his Stamp or Mark thereon, unto any Perfon orPerfons that fhall bring the fame

to him, according to the Rate they have paffed at ; fo as fuchPieces be brought

and offered to him to be exchanged at any Time or Times within the fpace of
three Months next after the Publication of this Aft. And in Cafe of refufal

fo to do, he fliall be compelled thereto by Order of the General SefTions of the

Peace within the fame County ; or of one Juflice of the Peace, where theValue

exceeds not forty Shillings.

And no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever fhall hereafter offer to put off, utter or

take any fuch bafe or counterfeit Money.

CHAP. V.

An AdlrelatingtotheProfecutionofAppeals.

WHEREAS it has been too oftenfraSlifed., that Perfons having Judgment
entred up againft them in the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas^ do Claim

the Liberty of the Lazv to Appeal from fuch Judgment unto the next Superiour

Court of Judicature., Court of JJfize and General Goal Delivery, to he holdm for
or within thefame County ; and after their Appeal admitted, negleci to give Secu-

rity for Profecution thereof as the Law requires : or after Security given, fail of
profecuting their Appeal : whereby it is very obvious they deftgned nothing more than

toflop Execution, and to delay and hold out the adverfe Party from hisjuflDebt or

Damages recovered by fuch Judgment, to his grievous Hurt :

For Redrefs whereof :

IBe it tieclarcs antj cnactetJ tJg ttt iLieutetiam (Sotjcmour, Coun*
cil auD EeprefentatiiJts,in (^eneralCouttaflemMei!, atiD 65 t&eau^

, . - tf)0|itp of t^C fattl0, That every Perfon appealing from thejudgment of any

A^opca/to°be
Inf^^iour Court of Common Pleas,unto the SuperiourCourt of Judicature, Court

given in or of Afllze and General Goal Delivery, fhall enter into Recognizance with fuffi-

out ofCourc cient Sureties to profecute fuch Appeal with Effed •, which Recognizance is to

Da'Tifrer"
^^ ^^^^"^ before fuch Inferiour Court whilft fittii^g ; or before one or more pf

Judgmenr ^^^ Juflices of the fame, with the Clerk out of Court, within the fpace of feven

Days next after Jndgment given, and not afterwards. And if anyPerfon claim-

ing and being admitted to Appeal as aforefaid, fliall not give Security forPro-

fecution thereof in Manner aforefaid, either before or within the faid fpace of feven

Days next after Judgment given ; every Claim and Allowance of liich Appeal
fhall be utterly null and void, as if the fame had ne^^er been made and granted -,

On failure And in fuch Cafe after Expiration of the faid feven Days, the Clerk of fuch In-

Execution to feriour Court, upon Demand of the" Party for whom the Judgment was given,
be granted, qj. ^f [^^j Attorney, fhall ex Officio make and iffue out Execution thereupon.

ana
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anij be it furtfjer enafteD Jjjp tfjc ^utf)o?itp afo?cfaiD, That ifany Per-
If^^'''^

'°

fon having appealed and given SGCurity for Frofecution thereof as aforefaid,rhall
gndExcrmion

negleft to proiecute the fame with Effeft in Manner as the Law provides, the a^^ardtd by

Party that obtained the Judgment in tlie Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, en- the Sjpcriojr

tring his Complaint in the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Afiize and H°'^'"p'''r"
,j.

General Goal Delivery, to which fuch Appeal did lie, and producing attefted ^-^^^'^^ ^
Copies of the Judgment, Appeal and Recognizance given for Profecution there- p„al.

of, the Juftices of the faid Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Afiize and

General Goal Delivery, fhall affirm fuch Judgment of the Inferiour Court of

Common Pleas, with the Cofts arifing upon the Suit there ; and grant further

Colls for entring and profecuting the Complaint as aforefaid, and award Exe-

cution accordingly. The Fee to be paid for entring of fuch Complaint, fliali

be the fame as for entry of an Aftion ; and the Parties Attendance and Charges

the fame as the Law allows in like Cafes.

And the like Procefs and Methods fhall be had and obferved in thelnferiour inferio'ir

Court of Common Picas, for Perfons that fhall fail to profecute Appeals made Courts ro oji-

from Judgments given upon Trials before a Juftice of the Peace : Any Law,
^j^f^j^j

''"^^

Ufage or Cudom to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding.

*anB SC it fmtfjet enaSeD b^ tbe 3Ut|)0litp afOjefailT, That all Recog-

nizances given for profecuting of Appeals as atorefaid, fliall remain good for

the Benefit of the Parties refpeclively for whom they were taken, to bring aSuit
sureties upon

thereon, to recover all intervening Damages occafioned by fuch Parties being Appeals to

delayed from the Time of rendring the firft Judgment unto the Time when anuerimer-

fuch Appeal fhould have been tried : And the Sureties in fuch Recognizance vemngDjma-

named, fhall be liable and obliged to fatisfy the Judgment given for fuch in-
f„ q^^^^

'

tervening Damages, with the additional Cofts of Suit, in Cafe of the Principals

Avoidance and Return made of Non eft inventus, upon the Execution granted

againft him : And the Judgment for the fame fhall be affirmed againfh I'uch

Sureties, and Execution be awarded accordingly ; as is by Law provided re-

ferring to Sureties upon mean Procefs.

Provided, That fuch Sureties be ferved with a Writ of Scire Facias within Pfovifo.

twelve Months next after rendring of Judgment upon the Trial on fuch Recog-

nizance ; and not afterwards.

CHAP. VI.

An A(St for the better making andmeafur-
ing of Malt,

f^Y\<B it neclateti ann enaacn b)? t|)CiLicutenant<Sot5ernoui,Coun^ Maitto beJo cil ants lacprefentatiioes, in (General Court airembleD,anti bp weii dried
^"^^ tJ)e3UtI)OntgOfti)efame, That from and after the Publication of and dcanfcd.

this A(5l, no Malfler or Malt-maker, fhall deliver, vend or pafs away any Malt
by him made or caufed to be made, before the fame be welldriedand cleanfed,

by fcreening of it from the Dud and Taile which arifes in the making, drying

and ordering of it in his Hands ; on pain of forfeidng twelve P^'w^ perBufhel,

for each Bufhel by him delivered, fold or paffcd away,not being lb cleanfed and
dried ; upon Conviftion thereof before one or more Juftices of thePeace,where

the Forfeiture fhall not exceed the Sum o^forty Shillings ; or if above, before Penalty,

the General Seffions of the Peace holden within the County : One Moiety
of fuch Forfeiture to be unto the Ufe of the Poor of theTown where theOffence
is committed ; and the other Moiety to him or them that fliall complain or

inform and lue for the fame. And fuch Court or Jufl'ice refpeftively, are here-

by im.powrcd, in Cafe fuchMalfler fliall ftand to juftify that hisMalt is well dried

aod cleanfed as aforefaid, to nominate and appoint three or more credible skilful '^''.^fl'^^^'t

Perfons, to view and judge thereof upon their Oaths ; and to adminifler an ^"
PerfonjG°n

Oath to them to be indifferent and impartial therein. Oath

And
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134 ^ummotig upon %ttu))%mnt of ^mm%.
Merchanta-
ble Malt.

Penalty for

offering to

Sale unmer-
chantable

Malt.

Mafferiof
VelTcIs to

rake care to

keep Mer-
chantable.and

unmerchanta-
ble Malt (e-

parate.

Malt how to

be rocafured.

And no Malt made of Barley fhali be accounted Merchantable, but fuch as
fhall be well cleanfed from the Duft, Oats, Tares and Cockle.
And every Perfon that fhall offer and expofe to Sale any Barley Malt for

Merchantable, not being cleanfed as aforefaid, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of
twelve Pence a Bufhel, for each Bufhel fo offered or expofed to Sale ; being
thereofconvi6led inManner as is herein before provided, to be applied to thelJfe
before-mentioned.

3nD furtfjet it is enacted, That every Mafter of anyVeffel that fhall re-
ceive on Board his Veflel any Malt to be tranfported to a Market, fhali take'
effeftual Care, and make fuificient Provifion for the keeping of Merchantable
Malt feparate and apart by it felf, that it be not intermix! with what is Unmer-
chantable ; on pain of loiing and forfeiting the Value of all the Freight to be-

paid for the Malt fo mixed ; to the Ufe of tlie Poor of the Town where fuch
Malt fhall be delivered, upon Conviftion thereof as aforefaid : And fnail be fur-

ther liable to make good to the Shipper or Owner of all fuch Merchantable
Malt mixt as aforefaid,a]l Lofs andDamage that he fhall fuftain thereby : to be re-

covered by Atftion,there fore to bebroughtinany of HisMajefty's Courts within
this Province ; and where the Sum exceeds not the Value oiforty Shillings, be-

fore one Juftice of the Peace.
*

anD be it furtbct; cnaftcD &gt&eSlutf)o?itp aforefaiD, That in the mea-
furing of Malt, the Strike fhall be carried foftly and lawing : Any Law, Ufage
or Cuilom to the contrary notwithftanding.

Summons to

be left at the

Defendants

Place of ufual

Abode, &(.

How to be
certified.

How to be
ferved upon
Writ of
Dower, or

Scire Facias.

CHAP. VII.

An A6t providing. That in Suits where
Goods or other Eftate is Attached, the

Defendant be fummoned.

To the Intent that all Perfons may have due Notice to prepare and make their

Defence, in every AElion or Suit commenced againfi them :

IBe it cnaaen b? tbe lieutenant <©ot5etnour. Council ant> mepre^
fcntatities in General Court aSTembieQ, anB bg t^e autijoritg of tfie

fame, That when the Goods or Eftate of any Perfon fhall be attached, at the

Suit of another in any civil A6lion, a Summons in Form as byLaw is prefcribed,

fhall be delivered to the Party whofe Goods or Eftate are attached, or left at his

or her dwellingHoufe,or Place oflafl and ufual Abode, fourteen Days before the

Day of the fittingoftheCourt where fuchAttachment is returnable. And inCafe

theDefendantwas at noTime an Inhabitant or Sojourner within thisProvince,then

fuch Summons to be left with his or her Tenant, Agent or Attorney -, and the

ferving thereof to be certified by a fworn Officer that executed theAttachment

;

or by Affidavit made in Court by the Perfon that delivered the fame,and by one

other credible Witnefs then alfo prefent : otherwife the W^rit fhall abate.

And upon Suits brought hither by Writ of Scire Facias, or Writ of Dower,

when the Defendant in any fuch Suit fhall not be ferved therewith in his own
Perfon, an attefled Copy of the Writ, and of the Service thereof under theHand

of the Sheriff or his Deputy that executed the fame, fhall be left at the Houfe

or Place of ufual Abode of the Defendant. And in Cafe fuch Defendant was

at no Time an Inhabitant or Sojourner within this Province, then with his or

her Tenant, Agent or Attorney as aforefaid, by the likeNumber of Days before,

the Day of the Court's Sitting where fuch Writ is returnable, as is required for

the Service thereof. And in Writ of Dower a Copy thereof with the Service

alike attefted as before, fhall alfo be left with the Tenant or Occupant of the

Houfe or Land whereof Dower is demanded to be rendred, or in or upon the^

fame ; and the Sheriff or his Deputy fhall certify the fame in his Return : or

otherwife the Writ fhall abate.
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ann furti)cr it is cnaftcB tip tlje autboiit? afoiefaxD, Then when it

• happens the Party againft whom Suit is brouglit, not to be an Inhabitant or So-
^^^^l^^\^^^

journer within this Province ; or to be abient out of the fame at the Time of
gj,^;,,!^ p^-f.

commencing fuch Suit, and fhall not return before the Time for Trial, thejufti- (on% oat of

ces of the Court where fuch Suit is brought, fhall continue the Aftion to the the Province,

next Court : And if the Defendant do not then ?.ppear by himfelf or Attorney,

and be fo remote, that the Notice of fuch Suit depending could not probably be

conveyed to him during the Vacancy ; the juftices at fuch next Court,may fur-

ther continue theAftion to the Court thence next following, and no longer. And Security to be

in fuch Cafes where Judgment is entred up by Default, after two Continuances
|xccution,'^

as aforefaid. Execution or Writ of Seifin Ihall be ftayed, and not iffue forth un-

til the Plaintiff orDemandant fhall have given Bond, with one or more fufRcient

Sureties ; in double the Value of the Efbate or Sum recovered by fuchJudgment, R.3I Edatei

to make Reftirjtion, and to refund and pay back fuch Sum as fhall be given in taken in Exe-

DebtorDammage -, or fo much as fhall be recovered upon a Suit thereforeto be ^'"'°"^
"°'i°

brought within twelve Months next after entring up of the firft Judgment ; if ^i-hin twelve

upon fuch Suit the Judgment fhall be reverfed, annulled or altered. The Se- Momhs.

curity aforefaid to be no further anfwerable than for the Recovery that fhall be

made upon fuch Suit, to be had within twelve Months as aforefaid.

Provided alfo. That no real EUate talcen in Execution, granted upon fuch

firfl: Judgment, fhall be alienated or pafs'd away until after the Expiration ofthe Provifo for

faid tv/elve Months, or after a new Trial brought within the faid Space of ^^*' ESaje.

twelve Months ; to the Intent that Reftitution thereof may be made in Cafe as

aforefaid.

CHAP. VIII.

An Ad: forrendring an Account ofFines,^?'^,

WHEREAS by theAa Entitled, AnAd for pafTingof Sheriff's Accounts 5

amongji other Thi^igs therein contained ; 31t 10 EtiaftCD, " That every 5 ?^- 8t M,'

" Clerk ofthe Peace in each County within this Province, and Clerk of AfTize, ^^' '''

"' fhall deliver unto the Sheriff of the County, a perfed Eflreat of all Fines^
" IlTues, Amerciaments, Recognizanzes, Monies and Forfeitures impofed, fet,

" loft or forfeited in any SelTions of the Peace, Court of AiTize and General
" Goal Delivery, or fpecial Court of Oyer and Terminer, by any Perfon due,
" to His Majefr)f, within the fpace of thirty Days next after ending of the
« faid Courts refpcctively ; and within the faid Time fhall deliver unto the
" Treafurer and Receiver General of this Province, a perfect Schedule of all

" fuch Eft-reats by him delivered to the Sheriff, &c. But for as much as no

Prcvifwn has hitherto been made, how Fines or Forfeitures accruing to any County
or Town (or the Poor thereof) or how Fines or Forfeitures fet by one or more
Juftices out ef Courtfhall be accountedfor :

'^z tttfjmforeenaaetJantiBecIarcDtigtfjelieutenanti^oirjernour, cierk, of

Council ana mepref£ntat!t)e0, in (General Court aflfembleD, anD ftp
^°""' '°/''

m mt^nit^ or tl)Z fame, That all Clerks of the Peace and Clerks of
coTnt^ofpfo'ci,

AfTize, be, and hereby are likewife refpeclively enjoyned and required, within to County
the fpace of thirty Days next after the ending of each ^effions of the Peace, and Town
Court of Aflize and General Goal Delivery, or fpecial Court of Oyer and Ter-

Treafurer..

mmer, to render and deliver unto the Trcafhrer of each County and Town re-.

fpeftively, a perfed Schedule or Account of all Fines, Amerciaments, Monies
and Forfeitures, impofed, fet or forfeited in fuch Court, and by Law appropria-
ted to the Ufe of fuch County or Town, (or the Poor thereof) refpeftively ?

under the like Penalty, as in the afore-recited Aft is exprefs'd for not returning
fuch Schedule to the Treafurer and Receiver General

s anu
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jaftiee. of the ^nD futtfjeE U H enaftcB bg tit autf)o?itp afoicCain, That aii and

der" '°Ac""
^^^'^ Juftice and Juftices of the Peace, at the End of every fix Months, fnall

count otFinct render and deliver to the Treafurer and Receiver General of this Province for

&c. each fix the Time being, County and Town Treafurer refpeftively, a perfect Schedule
Mor»thi, un- qj. Account of all Fines, Amerciaments, Monies and P'orfeitures, impofed, fet or
dcr a Penalty,

fo^feije^i before fuch Juftice orJuftices out of Court, due to HisMajefty -, or by
Law or Town-Order particularly applied to theUfe of fuchCounty or Town Cor

the Poor thereofj refpcftively •, on pain of forfeiting the Sum of five Pounds to

His Majefty, towards Support of the Government ; or to fuch County orTown
refpeftively, for the defreying of County or Town Charges : Being duly con-

vifted of negleft therein, to be fued for and recovered by the Treafurer and
Receiver General of the Province, or fuch County or Town Treafurer for the

Time being : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary in any wife not-

withftanding.
~~

C H A P. IX.

An A(5t for the convenient and fpeedy

Affignment of Dowen
FORASMUCH as form DireSllon in the Law is nccejfary that W-micn may

he enabled to come by their Do-duer :

IBz it enaaco bp tbe Lieutenant ^oijcrnour. Council anu JRepte=

fentatities in <^mzml Court alTerableD, anB l3g tije autboritp of tfje

H • aa - fattie. That when and fo often as the Heir or otherPerfon havmg theFreehold

rende'r Dower ^^^^ "ot within one Month next after Demand made, affign and fet out to the

within one Widow of the Deceafed, her Dower or juft third Part of and in all Houfes,
Month next Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments whereof flie is Dowable at the common
gftcrDcmand. ^^^^ ^.^ j^^j. Satisfadlion according to the true Intendment of Law ; then fuch

Widow may fue for and recover the fame by Writ of Dower to be therefore

brought againft fuch Perfons as have, or claim to have Right as aforefaid in the

Md Eftate, in Manner and Form following. That is to fay :

S -f. T7f 7 Illiam the Third, by the Grace of GOD, of E;tgland,Scothnd,

V V France and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, &c. To
the Sheriff of Our County of S. his Under-SheriiF or Deputy, Greeting.

Dowec^
Command A JS. of B. within the faid County addition That inftandy

without delay render to C. D. who wns the Vv^ife of E. D. late

of B. aforefaid addition deceafed, her reafonable Dower which happens

to her of a certain MefTuage or Tenement, with the Appurtenances, Situate in

B. aforefaid, in the Poffeffion of the faid A K which was in the Seifin and

PoffefTion of her faid Husband E.D. and whereof he v/as feized in hisDemefne

as of Fee during the Coverture •, and whereof flie hath nothing (as flie faith^

And the faid C. D. complains, that the faid A. B. hath deforced her thereof.

And unlefs the faid A. B. lliall fo do, then Summon by good and lawful Mm
in your Bailywick the faid A. B. that be before Our Juftices of Our next

Inferiour Court of Common Pleas to be holdcn at B. for the County of S. afore-

faid, on the Tuefday of Then and there to fhew Caufe, why to the faid

C D. her reafonable Dower as aforefaid doth not render. And have you
the Names of them by whom you Summon the faid A. B. and this Writ.

Witnefs E. H. Efq-, at B, the Day of In the Year of OurReign.

Annoque Domini, A. D. Clerk.

anD&e it further enacten tig t&eautbo^itg afoiefaiB, That uponjudg-
ment being given for any Woman to recover her Dower in any Eftate of Hou^
fing and Lands,and other Hereditaments which were her Flusband's, reafonable

Dammage fliall alfo be aftigned to her from theTime of theDemand made, and

a Writ of Seifin ftiall be direded to the Sheriff of the County, or his Deputy,

where fuch Lands, Tenements or Flereditaments do lie, in Manner and Form
following. That is to [ay :

S IT.
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^ -JJ.LJ/'Illiam the Third,by the Grace of GOD,of England^Scotland^France
^'^

and /rf/«;2i, KING, Defender of the Faith,efr. To the Sheriffof

Our County of 6\ his Under-Sheriff or Deputy : Greeting. Whereas C. D.

Widow, who was the Wife of E. D. late of B. in the County aforefaid W'ir of

addition deceafed, before Our Juftices of Our Court of Seifin, ©^r.

holden at B. for Our County aforefaid, on the Day of now Jaft

pafb, did recover her Seifin againft A. B. of 5. aforefaid addition

of one third Part of a certain Mefluage or Tenement, iic. with the Appurte-

nances, Situate in B. aforefaid, in the PofTeffion of the faid J. B. as herDower

of the Endowment of the faid E. D. her certainHusband,byOurWrit ofDower,

whereof fine hath nothing. ThereforeWeCommand you,That to the faid CD.
full Seifin of one third Part of the aforefaid MelTuage or Tenement, (s'c. with

the Appurtenances, you caufc to be had without delay. To hold to her in fe-

veralty by Meets and Bounds. We Command you alio, That of the Goods or

Chattels of the faid yf. B. within your Precinft, you caufe to be paid and fads-

fied unto the faid C. D. at the Value thereof in Money, the Sum of

forDammages awarded her byOur faid Court for her being held and kept out of •• -i

her Dower aforefaid, and Cofts expended on this Suit, with Iwo Shillings' more *'J"^

for this Writ, and thereof alio to fatisfy your felf your own Fees. And for '"'ft!'..

want of Goods or Chattels of the faid J. 5's, to be by him fhewn unto you.

Or found within your Precin6l to fatisfy the fame, We Command you to take

his Body, and commit him to the Keeper of Our Goal in B. in Our County

aforefaid within the faid Prifon. Whom We likewifeCommand to receive the

faid A B. and him fafely to keep, undl he pay unto the laid CD. the full Sum
above mentioned, and alfo fatisfy your Fees. Hereof fail not, and make return

of thisWrit, and how you (hall have executed the fame toOur next Court of -i

to be holden at 5. for Our faidCounty of 6'. on the Day of next.
".'

Witnefs E. H. Efq; at B. the Day of In the Year of Our "-

Reign. Annoque Domiiii, A. D. Clerk.

To run only

And where no Dammages fhall be awarded the Writ to run only for Seifin for Seifin and

and Coft of Suit. Coft, uhcrc

And the ShenfFof the County, or his Deputy to whom fuchWritis direfted ^^''^XdcT
is to caufe her third Part of Dower in fuch Eftate to be fet forth unto her by Dower to be

five Freeholders of theNeighbourhood upon their Oaths ("three at leaftto agreej dt forth by

who fhall be Sworn before a Juftice of the Peace, to fet forth the fame equally ^"^ Preeh'dl-

and impartially without Favour or Affeftion, as convenient as migy be ; Which Ndghbour^-
Oath every Juftice of the Peace is hereby impowred to adminifter. hood upon

Oath.

anD ijc it further enaftcn tjp tbeaut&oiitp afo?cfaiiJ,That ofinheritan-

; ces that be inure, where no Divifion can be made by Meets and Bounds •, fo as Of intire In*

a Woman cannot be endowed of the Thing it felf, fhe fhall be endowed there-
'^"•""^e

of in a fpecial and certain Manner, as of a third Part of the Rents, liTues or be divided a

-Profits thereof, to be computed and afcertained in Manner as aforefaid. third Part of

And no Woman that fhall be endowed of any Lands, Tenements or other ^^' Rems oc

Inheritances as aforefaid, fhall commit or futfer any Strip or Wafte thereupon, ^ ''1°

but fhall maintain the Houfes or Tenements, with the Fences and Appurte-

nances thereof, with which fhe fhall be fo endowed, in good Repair dunng her ^"ft"'^ T
Term, and leave the fame fo at the Expiradon thereof, and fhall be liable to made.

Action for any Strip or Wafte by her done, committed or fuffered.

ann be it furti)et enafteD bg tbe 9utf50?it2 afoiefaiD, That when the

Defendant in a Writ of Dower fhall fuffer Judgment to pals againft him by >jo Dimma-
Default,noDammages fhall be awarded againft him by fuch Judgment, forhav- gei to be a-

ing held and kept the Demandant out of her Dower, but fhe fhall recover the warded, when

fame in likeManner as fhe might fue for or recover Dammages in other Cafes : Ji^tnT"!)"-
Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding. lauk.

^

S 2 CHAR
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CHAP. X.

An Ad direding the Admiffion of To\yn
Inhabitants.

F\

Maflers of

'^OR the better preventing of Perfons obtruding themfelves on any parttcular'town.

within this Province, without orderly Admiffion by thelnhahitants offuchTown,

or the SeleSi-Men thereof, in Manner as hereafter is exprefs'd : And for re-

medying the manifold Inconveniencies andgreat Charge heretofore occafioned thereby.

I'o the Intent alfo that the SeleSi-Meu may the more eafily come to the certainKnow-

ledge of Perfons, and their Circtimjiances, that come to refide and fojourn in fuch

Town :

ISz it enaacti fep tfje lieutenant (S^otietnour, Council anti iReprc--

ship'/toRivc fentatii)es in (General Court affemtiieti, ann b]) tf)e autboritg of tfte

a Lift of all fauie, That every Mailer of Ship or other Veffel arriving in any Port within
Paffengers to t^jj Province, from any other Country, Land, Ifland, Colony or Plantation, at

oflmpoft^un-
"^^^ '^'™'^ °^ entrin^his Ship or Veflfel with the Receiver of Impoft, for the

dera t'cnalty. Time being ; fhairdeliver to fuch Receiver a perfed; Lift or Certificate under

his Hand, of the Chriftian and Sir-Names of all Paflfengers, as well Servants as

others, brought in fuchShip orVeflel, and theirCircumftances fo far as he knows -,

on pain of forfeiting the Sum of five Pounds, to the Ufe of the Poor of the

Town or Place, where fuch Paffenger fhall be landed or fent on Shoar, for

every Paffenger that he fhall omit to enter his or her Name in fi.ich Lift orCer-

Taftices im- tificate ; upon Convidion thereof before His Maj-efty's Juftices in the Court
powred to of General Seffions of the Peace, within the fame County where the OfFenceis

b^'d'^over"^
committed. And every Juftice of the Peace is hereby impowred, upon Com-

Mafters that plaint made by the Seie6l-Men of fuch Town, or fome of them, to convent

fliall negle(ft fuch Mafter before him, and to require and take fufBcient Security of him to
fo to do. appear and Anfwer for his faid Offence in Manner as abovefaid ; fuchComplai-

nants alfo giving Bond to profecute their Complaint.

anB further it ig enaCtCD, That when it fhall happen any Paffenger fo

brought, to be Impotent, Lame, or otherwife Infirm, or likely to be a Charge
Security robe

j.^ the Place ; if fuch Perfon fhall refufe to give Security, or cannot procure

demnily the ^Lifficient Surety or Sureties to become bound for his faving theTown from fuch

Town from Charge ; in fuch Cafe, tlx; Mafter of the Ship or VeflTel in which fuch Perfoa
Charge, S"!;. came, fhall be, and hereby is obliged and required, to carry or fend him or her

out of this Province again, within the fpace oftwo Months nest after their Ar-
n .

ca. 2.
j.j^^j _ ^^ otherwife to give fufficient Security as aforefaid, to indemnify and

_ - keep the Town free from all Charge for the Relief and Support of fuch Im-

fliall be re- potent, Lame or infirm Perfon, upon Demand thereof made by the Sele£t-Men :

Heved at the unlefs fuch Perfon was before an Inhabitant of this Province ; or that fuchlm-
Chargeofihe potence, Lamenefs, or other Infirmity befel orhapned to him or her during the
Province.

Paffage : And in fuch Cafe, if they be Servants, their Matters fhall provide for

Court of Ge-
'^^^"^' ^"<^^ Others fhall be relieved at the Charge of the Province.

neraJ SefGons -'^"d the Juftices of the General Seffions of the Peace, are hereby impowred
of the Peace, to enjoyn and order the Performance of what is herein before required of fuch
to enjoin the Mafter accordingly.

this^Law"
° "^"^ ^^^ Receiver of Impoft is likewife required to inform and notify all

Mafters of Ships, and other Veffels coming to him to enter, of the Import of

Receiver of this Aft, and what is thereby enjoined and required of them ; and not to

lmpoft_ to
_ admit an Entry without fuch Lift or Certi^cate, of the Names of thePaffengers

oTplffen^en*
'^'^ ^'^^^ °'' ^'"'^'^ ^'^^ Mafter give under his Hand that he brought none. And

to the Town every fuch Receiver fhall forthwith tranfmit all Lifts orCertificates of Paffengers,

Clerk. to the Town Clerk of fuch Town where the Ship or Veffel that brought them

fhall Ife, that the Seled-Men may have Knowledge of the fame. And fuch

Town Clerk is hereby required to lay all fuch Lifts or Certificates returned to

him, before the Seled-Men at their next Meeting.

an5
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anB U it futt!}er cnacten h^m 9ut|)0iit|? afo?cfaiD, That from and P'^^rfons not

after the Publication of this Aft, no Ferfon whacfoevcr coming to refide or
^^^J^/j,;^"

dwell within any Town in this Province (other than Freeholders or Proprietors Towns, fhall

of Land in fuchTown,or thofe born, or that have ferved anApprenticefhip there, not enjoy

and have not removed and become Inhabitants elfewherej Ihall be admitted to g'|.'^'.^e=
"^

the Privilege of Eleftionsin fuchTown, (thotighotherwife qualified) unlefs fuch
^ jf.'°^\^i

Perfon fhall firft make known his Defire to the Seleft-Men thereof, and obtain ca. n.

their Approbation, or the Approbation of the Town for his dwelling there. No Town ob-

Nor fhall any Town be obliged to be at Charge for the Relief and Sup- JI.K^^'J
^° ']=^^^

port of any Perfon refiding in fuch Town (in Cafe he or fhe ftand in Need) that Relief of Per-

are not approved as aforefaid ; unlefs fuch Perfon or Perfons have continued fons, nor ap-

their Refidence there by the fpace of twelve Months next before, andhave not proved as a-

been warned in Manner as the Law directs, to depart and leave the Town : 1°^^"^ |^^ '

^'^'

Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding. Pedbm or-

And if any Perfon orderly warned to depart from any Town whereof he or derly warned,

ihe is not aninhabitant, and being fent by Warrant from ajuftice ofPeace unto ^"/^ fenr oat

tl"b€ Town whereto fuch Perfon properly belongs, or to the Place of his or her
retumine

" '

]aft Abode, fhall prefume to return back, and obtrude him or her felf upon the back, to he

Town fo fent from, by refiding there ; every Perfon fo offending, fhall be pro- proceeded

c<eded againft as a Vagabond. ^' '''^
^j

^*-

Adis and Laws,
PafTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefly's Province

of the MaJJachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojlon upon

Wednefday the twenty-eighth of May i 7 o i

.

CHAP. XL

An Ad; prefcribing Forms of Writs in Civil

Caufes.

^!r|-C it enaactJ bp tf)e ^Lieutenant ©otiernour, Council
20 anB !aEprefentatit)C0, in (General Court aflTcmbletJ, anti it^'^ is enacten bg t&e auti)o^itp of tbe fame, That aii civii Aftions

other than fuch as are Cognizable before a Juflice of the Peace, fhall be origi-

nally heard and tried in an Inferiour Court of Common PJeas ; except in Suits

v/here the King is concerned, which may be brought in any of His Majefly's

Courts within this Province, at the Pleafure of the Profecutor. And the proper

original Procefs of Summons, Capias or Attachment, and the Writ of Execu-

tion in civil Aftions betwixt Party and Party, fliall be made out in the Forms
following : That is to fay :

Summons.
S—--f. YMl Illi'^'i^i ti^ Third, by the Grace of GOD, of England,ScotIand,

V V Frafice and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, ^c. To
the SheriiTor Marflial of OurCounty of 6'.his Under-SherifForDeputy,Gr^e/i»^.

yVe Command you. That you Summon A. B. of C. addition (if he
may be found in your Precinft) to appear before Ourjuflices of Our Court
of to be holden at B. within and for Our faid County of S. on the

Tuefday of Then and there in Our faid Court to Anfwer to D. E. of R.
v/ithin Our County of M. addition in a Plea of
To the Dammage of the faid T). E. fas he faith; The Sum qf Pounds :

V/hich fhall then and there be made to appear with other dueDammages. And
have you there this Writ with yoik Doings therein. Witnefs E.H. Efq; at B.

the Day of In the Year of Our Reign. Amioque Domini,

A. D. Clerk.

Capiagi
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Capias 0% attachment*

S .£'. tJ^JIlliam the Third by the Grace of GOD of England, S/otland,

V V France and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, frfc. To
the Sheriff or Marfhal of OurCounty of 5. hisUnder-SherifforDeputy,Grfff/z;;?-.

We Command you to Attach the Goods or Eftate of i?. F. of B. within Our
County of S. addiiion to the Value of Pounds ; and for want
thereof to take the Body of the faid R. F. (if he may be found in yourPrecindbJ

and him fafely keep, fo that you have him before Our Juftices of Our
Court of next, to be holden at B. within and for Our faid County of

S. on the Tuefday of Then and there in Our faid Court to

Anfwer unto Z>. 5. of i?. within Our County of M. addi:ion in a Plea

of To the Dammage of the faid D. S. fas he faith) the Sum of

Pounds : Which fhall then and there be made to appear, with other due Dam-
mages. And have you there this Writ with your Doings therein. Witnefs

E. H. Efq; at B. the Day of In the Year of Our Reign.

Annoque Domini,

A. D. Clerk.

^ummonis toben (^ooDS are attac&eD.

, S. -jj. \'\JIlUam the Third by the Grace of GOD of England, Scotland,

^^ France, and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, i^c. To
A. B. of B. within Our County of S. addidon Greeting. We Com-
mand you. That you Appear at Our next Court of to be holden

at B. within and for Our County of 5. aforefaid, on the 'Tuefday oi

Then and there to Anfwer to C. D. of R. within Our County of M.
addition in a Plea of Which Plea the faid C. D. hath Com-
menced againft you to be heard and tried at the faid Court ; and your Goods

or Eftate are Attached to the Value of Pounds for Security to fatisfy

the Judgment which the faid C. D. may recover upon the aforefaid Trial.

Fail not of Appearance at your Peril. Witnefs E. H. Efq-, at B. the

Day of In the Year of Our Reign. Annoque Domini,

A. D. Clerk.

OExecution,

S,——ff.\T\lIlliam the Third by the Grace of GOD, of England, Scotland,

V V France and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, ^c. To
the Sheriff orMarflial of OurCounty of S. hisUnder-SherifFor Tle^uVf,Greeting.

Whereas C. L. of R. within Our County of S. addition by theConfi-

deration of Our Juftices of Our Court of holden at B. for and

within Our County of 5. aforefaid, on the 'Tuefday oi Recovered

Judgment againft D. T. of B. in the County of M. addition

for the Sum of Pounds Shillings and Pence, Debt or

Dammage, and Pounds Shillings and Pence, Cofts of Suit

;

as to Us appears of Record -, whereof Execution remains to be done. We
Command you therefore, That of the Goods,Chattels,or Lands of the faid D.T.

within your Precinft, you caufe to be paid and fatisfied unto the faid C.L.at the

Value thereof in Money, the aforefaid Sums being Pounds

Shillings and Pence, in the whole ; with two Shillings more for thisWrit,

and thereof alfo to fatisfy your felf for your own Fees. And for want ofGoods,

Chattels or Lands of the faid D. T's to be by him Ihewn unto you, or found

within your Precinft to the Acceptance of the faid C. L. to fatisfy jhe Sums
aforefaid : We Command you to take the Body of the fiid D.'T. and him com-
mit unto our Goal in B. in Our County of S. aforefaid -, and detain in your

Cuftody within Our faid Goal, until he pay the fullSums above-mentioned with

your Fees, or that he be difcharged by the laid C. L. the Creditor, orotherwife

by Order of Law. Hereof fail not, and make Return of this Writ with your

Doings
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Doings therein into Our faid Court of to be holden at B. within

Our County of S. aforefaid, upon the Tuefday of next. Witnels

E. H. Efq-, at B. the Day of In the Year of Our Reign.

Jnnoaue Domini, A. D. Cler;-;.

anQ ht it furtljer cnaacD &p tf)C 2lut{)c;?itg afo?efaiD, That all Pro-

cefles andWrits,as wellOriginal asjudicial, illuing out of theCkrk'sOfRce of the

Superiour Court of Judicature fliall bear Tefte of the Chief Juftice, and upon u fy'. a. 7..

any Vacancy of fuch Chief Juftice, then of the fenior Juftice of the faid Court

for the Time being. And all original or judicial Procelfes or Writs iffuing cut

of the Clerk's Office of the InferiourCourt of CommonPIeas fnall bear Tefte cf

the firft Juftice named in the Commiffion for holding fuch Court ; and upon

any Vacancy by his Death or Removal, then of the Juftice next named in the

laid Commiffion, for the Time being.

CHAP. XIII.

An Ad: prefcribing the Forms of Writs for

FoffelTion, Scire Facias, and Replevin.

WYy'B it enaftcD l3p tfje lieutenant ^otiemour. Council ann -IRj^

'llil prefentatit)C0, in General Court alTembleB, anti bg t!)0 3u=
^"^

ti)Olitp 6f ti)e fame, That the Writ for putting fuch into Poffeffioa

of any Land or Tenements as fhall recover Judgment for the fame, and for le-

vying the Coft and Damages recovered upon fuch Suit,conimonIy call'd a Writ

o( Facias habere Popjfwnem, and Wntoi Fieri facias : As alfo the Writ of

Scire facias^ to be iiTued out of the Superiour or Inferiour Court refpeftively ;

and the Writ of Replevin, fhall be from Time to Time granted and iffued ia

the Form following. Thui is to fay :

ZBiit of jTaciag taticre polTeflioncm, anD JFicri jFaciag,

5
-ff,

T'WJ Illiam the Third by the Grace of GOD, of England, Scotland^

V V France and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, &c. To
theShcriiF orMarfhal of OurCounty of S. his Under-Sheriff" or Deputy, Greeting,

Whereas A. B. of C. addirion before Our Juftices of Our
Court of holden for or within Our County of S. aforefaid at B. upon the

Day of by the Confideration of Our faid Court, regoveredjudgment'

for his Tide and Pofleffion of and in a certain Meffuage or Tenement,Vv'ich the

Appurtenances, or Acres of Land, i^c. lying and being in the Town of

D. againft E. F. of G. addition -vvho had unjuftly with-held, put out

or amoved the faid A. B. from his Poffefiion thereof. And alfo at the faid

Court recovered Judgment for Pounds Shillings and Pence, for

Cofts and Damages which he fuftained by Reafon of the iiime : As to Us hath

been made to appear of Record. We Command you therefore. That without

Delay you caufe the faid A. B. to have PofTeffion of and in the faid Meffuage

or Tenement with the Appurtenances -, or faid Acres of Land, ^c. We
alfo Command you. That of the Goods, Chattels or Lands of the faid E. F's,

within your Precinft at the Value thereof in Money, you caufe the faid A. B.

to be paid and fatisfied the aforefaid Sum of Pounds Shilli7igs and

Pence, which to the faid A. B. was adjudged for his Cofts and Damages, with

two Shillings more for this Writ -, and thereof alfo to fatisfy your felf for your

own Fees. And for want of fuch Goods, Chattels or Lands of the faid E. F.

to be by him. fhewn unto you or found within your Precind to the Acceptance

of the faid A. B. to fatisfy the aforefaid Sum : We Command you to take the

Body of the liiid E. F. and him commit unto our Goal in B. in Our County
of 5. aforefaid ; and detain in your Cuftody within Our faid Goal, until he pay

the full Sum above-mendoned with your Fees ; or that he be difcharged by

the faid A. B. or otherwife by Order of Law, Hereof fail not,

and
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and make Return of this Writ with your Doings therein unto Our faid

Court of to be holden at B. upon the Day of next. Witnefs

E. H. Efq-, at B. the Day of In the Year of Our Reign,

Annoqtie Domini, A. D. Clerk.

mxix Of %circ JFaciag.

S
.ff.

%-Kl Illiam the Third by the Grace of GOD o^ England, Scotland,

V ¥ France and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, l£c. To
• the Sheriff or IMarflial of OurCounty of 5. hisUnder-Sheriff orDeputy,Gr^f/z'Kg-.

Whereas C. X). of 5. addiiion before Our Juftices of Our
Court of holden for or within Our faidCounty of <?.at 5.on the Day of

In the Year of Our Reign : By theConflderation of Our faidjufti-

ces. Recovered againll A. B. of E. a^di ion the Sum of Pounds

Sbillings and Pence, Debtor Dammage; and alfo Pounds

Shillings and Pence, for Coils and- Charges by him a,bcut his Suit

in that BehaJf expended ; whereof the faid A. B. is convift, as to Us appears

of Record. And altho' Judgment be thereof rendred, yet the Execudon for

the faid Debt or Dammage, and Cofts, doth yet remain to be made ; whereof

the faid C. D. hath fupplicated Us to provide Remedy for him in thatBehaif :

Now to the End that Juftice be done. We Command you, That you make
known unto the fiid A. B. That he be before Our Juftices of Our faid

Court of to be holden within or for Our faid County of S. at B. on the

Day of to faew Caufe ("if any he have) wherefore the faid C. D.
ought not to have his Execution againft him the faid A.B. for hisDebtor Dam-
mage, and Cofts aforefaid ; and further to do and receive that which Our faid

Court fhall then confider : And have there then this Writ, with your Do-
ings therein : Hereof fiiil not. Witnefs E. H. Efq; at B. the Day
of In the Year of Our Reign. Annoque Bomini,

A. D. Clerk.

CHAP. XIV.

An Ad prefcribing the Form of Writs in

Cafes triable before a J uftice ofthe Peace.

^1|;2^ i^ enaacB tip tbe SLieutenant ©oijemour. Council anD iSe^

jTj pccftntatwes, in^cncrai Court aaemblets j anD it is enacten^^ bp tf)C 3Utf|0|itj> of tljE fame, l hat the ieveraJ Forms of Writs and
ProcefTes here under written, fliall be and hereby are eftabhflied to be theForms

to be granted and ufed in civil Caufes triable before a Juftice of the Peace,

Tkat is to fay :

Summons fo? Sypeacance.
S

-Jf.
T^O the Sheriff or Marlhal of the faid County of 5. or either of their

l. Depudes, orConflables of the Town of5. within the faidCounty,

or to any or either of them : Creeling. In His Majefty's Name you are re-

quired to Summon and give Notice unto T. P. of B. aforefaid, addition

(if he may be found in your Precin£l) that he appear before me J. D.
Elqi One of His Majefty's Jufdces of the Peace for the County aforefaid, at

my dwelling Houfe m B. on the Day of at of the Clock

in the noon : Then and there to Anfwer to E. L. of M. addition

In a Plea of To theDammage of the faid E.L. (as

he faith^ the Sum of Shillings : As fl-iall then ^and there appear with

other due Damages. You are alfo hereby further required to fignify unto the

faid 7". P. that he may not fail in the Premiffes, as he will Anfwer the Con-

tempt at the Peril of the Law in this Cafe made and provided : And of this

Writ with your Doings therein you are to make trae Return unto my felf, at

or before the faid Day of Dated at B. aforefaid, the Day of

In the YearofHisMajefhy'sReign. AnnoqueDomini, J-D.
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(EOartant foi Contempt.

S -jr. npO the SheriflF or Marflial of the faid County of S. or eitheroftheir

^ Deputies, or Conftables of the Town of 5. within the faidCounty,

or to any or eitherof them. Greeting. Whereas 'J'. P. of 5. aforefaid

addiiioQ was ferved with Summons granted by me J. D. Efq-, One of His

Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for theCountyaforefaid,for hisAppearance before

me on the Day of to Anfwer to E. L. of M.
addicion in a Plea of And whereas the faid T. P. hath made
default in his faid Apperance : Thefe are therefore in HisMajefly's Name to

will and require you to take the Body of the faid T. P. ( if he may be found in

your Precind; ) and him fafely keep, fo that he may be had before me the faid

y. D. at my Dwelling Houfe in B. on the Day of

at of the Clock in the noon, as well to Anfwer the faid E. L.

of his Plea aforefaid, as for his faid Contempt -, and make true Return of this

Writ, with your Doings therein unto my Self at or before the faid Day
of Dated at B. aforefaid, the Day of In the

Year of His Majefty's Reign. Annoq^ice Domini,

J. D.
Capiat or attacf)mcnt.

S -/nnO the Sheriff or Marihal of the faid County of S. or either

1 of their Deputies, or Conftables of the Town of B. within the

faid County, or to any or either of them. Greeting. In His Majefty's Name
you are required to attach the Goods or Eftate of T. P. of B. aforefaid

addition to the Value of Shillings ; and for want thereof to take

the Body of the faid ST. P. ( if he may be found in your Precindl ) and him
fafely keep fo that he may be had before me J. D. Efq-, One of His Majefty's

Juflices of the Peace for the Cojunty aforefaid, at my Dwelling Houfe in B.

on the Day of at of the Clock in the

noon -, then and there to Anfwer to E. L. of M. addition in a

Plea of To the Damage of the faid E. L. ( as he faith ) the Sum
of Shillings : As fhall then and there appear with other due Damages.

Hereof fail not, and make due Return of this Writ and of your doings there-

in unto my felf at or before the faid Day of Dated at B.

aforefaid, the Day of In the Year of His Majefty's

Reign. Jnnoque Domini, J. D.

Summons toben <$ooti0 are attac^cD.

5
.Jf.^O T. P. of D. in the County of S. addi.ion Greeting.

%_ In His Majefty's Name you are Commanded to appear before

me J. D. Efq-, One of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for the County

aforefaid, at my Dwelling Houfe in B. on the Day of

at of the Clock in the noon -, To Anfwer unto E. L. ofM
addition in a Plea of Which Plea the faid E. L. hath

commenced to be heard and determined before me : And your Goods or

Eftate are Attached to the value of Shillings for Security to fatisfie

the Judgment which the faid E. L. may recover upon the aforefaid Tryal.

Fail not of Appearance at your Peril. Dated at B. aforefaid the Day of

In the Year of His Majefty's Reign. Annoque Domini,

OEicecution or casarrant of Diflrefs.

"5
-Jf.

\nillliam the Third by the Grace of GOD, of England, Scotland,

V V France and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, ^c. To
the Sheriff or Marlhal of Our faid County of S. or either of their Deputies -, or

Conftables of the Town of J5. within Our faid CountyjOr any or either ofthem,

T Greeting.
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Greeting. Whereas E. L. of M. addition on the Day of
before J. D. Efq-, One of Our Juftices of the Peace for Our County aforefaid

recovered Judgment againft T. P. of B. addiiion for the Sum of
Shillings and Pence, Debt or Damage, and Shillings

and Pence, for Charges of Suit, as to Us appears ofRecord ; whereof Ex-
ecution remains to be done. We Command you therefore. That oftheMoney
of the faid T. P. or of his Goods or Chattels within your Precin6i:,at the Vafoe
thereof in Money, you caufe to be levied, paid and li:isned unto the faid E. h,
the aforefaid Sums, being Pounds Shillings and Pence in the
whole ; and alfo that out of the Money, Goods or Chattels of the faid T". P.
you levy two Shillings more for this Writ, together with your own Fees. And
for want of fuch Money, Goods or Chattels of the faid y.P's to be by him fhewn
unto you, or found within your Precin6t, to the Acceptance of the faid E. L.
for fatisfying the aforefaid Sums : We Command ycn.i to take the Body of the
faid T. P. and him commit unto ourGoa! in B. And we Command theKeep-
er thereof accordingly to Receive the faid T. P. into Our faid Goal, and him
fafely to keep, until he pay the full Sums above-mentioned, with your Fees •, or

that he be difcharged by the faid E. L. the Creditor, or otherwife by Order of
Law. Hereof fail not, and make Return of this Writ with your doings therein

unto Our faid Juftice within Sixty Days next coming. WitnefsOur faidjuilice

atJS. the Day of In the Year of Our Reign. Annoque Domini,

J. D.

3nti fie it fuitfjer enaftet) &^ t\it Sutf)o?it2 afotcfaip, Thatincafe the

Defendant in any Suit being duly Served with a Capias or 'Attachment, and
Return therefore made do not appear by himfelf, or his Attorney, Judgment
fliall be entred up againft him by Default.

CHAP. XIV.

An A8i for regulating of Trials in Civil

Caufes.

Writs. pi«., ^ipt^ it^enaften &p tf)e Lieutenant (Smtmmx, Council anti Ee^
&c. to be in' ^J^ ijrefentatiioeg in#eneral Court affem&len, ann bg tJje miW
thcEnglifli '"^^

tit)? Of tf)C fame, ThatallWrits,Procefres,Declarations,India:ments,
Toi"2"*' Pleas, Anfwers, Replications and Entries, in the feveral Courts of Juftice within

this Province, fliall be in the Englifh Tongue, and no other.
Circumftan- ^^^ [j^jj jjo Summons, Procefs, Writ, Judgment, or other Proceedings in

not to'^caufc
Courts or Courfe of Juftice fliall be abated, arretted or reverfed for any Kind

an.'^batement. of circumftantial Errors or Mi ftakes, where the Perfon and Cafe may be rightly

Amendment! underftood and intended by the Court, nor thro' Defeft or want of Form only :

to be made, p^^^ ^j^g Juftices on Motion made in Court, may order Amendment thereof

cofts to be ^"^ ^^ i^ fuctf)er enafteD ann ueclareD &j? t&e autf)o?itg afoiefaio,

granted upon TJiat if any Perfon fliall caufe Procefs to be ferved upon another on pretence ot

Non-Suit«, Debt,Trefpafs ; or for any otherMatter or Caufe,and difcontinue his Suit, or be
^'- Non-Suit, the Juftices of the Court where fuch Procefs is returnable, fhali give

Judgment for the Defendant to recover reafonable Cofts.

Judgment b
''^"^ '" ^^^^ ^^^ Defendant in any Suit being duly ferved with Procefs, and

Default. Return thereof made into the Court where the fame is Returnable, do not appear

by himfelf or his Attorney, his Default fiiall be recorded, and Judgment be en-

tred up againft him thereupon ; unlefs before the Jury be difmils'd he fhall

come into Court, and move for a Trial ; in which Cafe he fhall be admitted

thereto, upon paying down to the adverfe Party the Coft.$ he has been at io far -,

and the Plaintiff" ftiall pay for entring the A6tion atpw.

anu
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9nO fUttfjCr it i0 CnaftCO, That as well the Jiiftices of the Siiperiour >fticcj of

Court of Judicature, Court of AfTize and General Goal Delivery, as the Juftices
^"^/"^'"e/j-j,

of the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, and Juftices of the Court of General rv Rules tor

Seffions of the Peace, in each refpeclive County within this Province, be, and Praftice.

are hereby refpeftively impowred, to make neceflary Rules for the more order-

ly praftifing in fuch Court ; fo as that the faid Rules be not repugnant to the

Laws of this Province : As alio from Time to Time, to appoint and fettle a
their a°er"k

Clerk to officiate in fuch Court, and to do all Things proper to that Office ;

who fhall be under Oath well and truly to execute and difcharge the fame.

anQ ije it futtibct enacteo ft^ tJ)e autf)o?itp afo?cfai0, That thecierk

of each Town refpedively within this Province, as well as the Clerks of the fe- Xown Clerk

veral Courts aforefaid, may, and are hereby refpeftively impowred to grant to grant Sum-

Summons for Witnefs in Civil Caufes, direfted to the Party to be fummoned "^°."» ^°^

for Witnefs ; which Summons lliall be made out in B'orm following. That is
^""'''•

to fay :

S -/. Tb A. B. of C. addition Greeting.

YOU are hereby Required in His Majefty's Name, to make your Appea-
rance before the Juftices of Our Lord the KING, at the next Court Summoni.

of to be holden at B. within and for the County of S. on the

'Tuefday of to give Evidence of what you know relating to an Aftion or

Plea of then and there to be heard 'and tried betwixt A. B. of C.
addition Plaintiff, and D. E. of F; addition Defendant :

Hereof fail not, as you will anfwer your Default under the Pains and Penalty in

the Law in that Behalf made and provided. Dated at B. the Day of

In the Year of His Majefty's Reign. Annoqtie Domini,

A. D. Clerk:

And if any Perfon or Perfons who fhall be ferved with lawful Procefs,orSum-

mons to teftify, Depofe or give Evidence concerning any Caufe or Matter de-
'\?"^'^^°"f ,

pending in any of the Courts aforefaid, and having tcndred unto him or them
no"appc^a'r-

fuch reafonable Sum or Sums of Money for his or their Cofts arid Charges, as ing.

having Regard to the Diftance of the Places is neceffary to be allowed in that

Behalf^ do not appear according to the Tenor of the Procefs or Summons, hav-

ing no lawful or reafonable Let or Impediment to the contrary ; that then the

Party fo making Default, fhall for every Offence lofe and forfeit /or/jy Shillings -,

and fhall yield further Recornpence to the Party aggrieved, according to theLofs

and Hindrance that he fliall fuftain by Reafon of the Non-appearance of fuch

Witnefs or WitnefTes : The faid Forfeiture and Dammages to be recovered by Dammagee
the Party fo grieved againft the Offender or Offenders, by Adion of Debt in how to be re^

the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas within the fame County ; wherein no covered.

Eflbign, Proteftion or Wager of Law to^ be allowed.

And two Shillings per Diem fhall be accounted due Satisfaftion to any Wit- ^^.^ -. . .

.

nefs for his Travel and Expences -, and no more to be allowed in Civil Caufes :
lo^^,ance.

And if fuch Witnefs Hve within three Miles of the Place of the Court's fitting

whereto he is fummoned, and be not to pafs any Ferry, then one Shilling and

fix Pence ptx'Dmxi fhall be accounted fufficient.

And no Perfon ferving as a Juftice, Juror, Witnefs or otherwife ; fhall be Ceremony tc

required to' ufe any other Ceremony in taking of their refpe£tive Oaths, than be ufed in

lifting up the Hand as has been accuftomed. Swearing.

MQ it 10 futtfjet DcciarcB anu enacteD lip ti5C autf)0?itp afo?efaiti,
Libert of

That it fliall be in the Liberty of the Party aggrieved, at the Judgment given s^r,^lJ\from
in any Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, to Appeal therefrom unto the next the Inferior

Superiour Court of Judicature to be held v\rithin or for the fame County. And Court,

the Party fo appealing, before his Appeal be allowed fhall give fufficient. Se-

curity to.profecute the fame with Effeft : and to anfwer and pay all interven-
^^'^'""^ow

ing Dammages occafioned to the Appellee by his being delayed, with additio- far Uable.

nal Cofts, in Cafe the Judgment be affirmed. And Execution fliall be flayed Execution
and fufpended, until after the Trial had upon the Appeal. ftaid.

T 2 arns
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Goods or E
fflate attach'd

Appellant to ^iXlti fUttI)Ct It 10 CtXaCtCD, That the Party Appellant fhall produce and
produce the

gj^g jj^ ^^ j.j^g Court where fuch Appeal is to be tried, attefted Copies of the

Each Party Writ, Judgment, and of all the Evidences filed in the Inferiour Court. And
to have bene- cach Party fhall be allowed the Benefit of any new and further Plea and Evi-
fitotnc»7

_ dence.

dcnc-"'*^"'
^^'^^»g always the Liberty of Appeal unto His Majcfty in Council, as by

His Majefly's Royal Charter in that Behalf is provided.

Exception not ^iiD tic It futttec enactcD tjp tf)C auttioiitp afoiefaiu, ThatExecLv
tobe granted tion in any Cafe fhall not be granted until the Expiration of twenty four Hours
in 24Houti. next after the entering up of Judgment.

And that no Perfon imprifoned upon mean Procefs, fhall be held in Prifon

pdConcd^^a "P°" ^^'-^ Procefs above the fpace of thirty Days next after the rifing of the

mean Proccfj, Court where the fame is Returnable, notwithftanding Judgment thereupon re-

not to be dif-| covered ; unlefs fuch Perfon be continued there by having his Body taken in
charged till Execution : Nor fliall the Prifon Keeper difcharge any iuch Prifoner having

Judgment.
"^"^

Judgment entred up againfl him, within the faid Ipace of thirty Days after the

Court's rifing, to the kitent his Body may be taken in Execution, but by fpe-

cia! Order of the Party at whofe Suit he flands committed, fignified in writing

under his Hand.
Nor fhall any Goods or other Eftate attached to Refpond thejudgment that

fhall be recovered on Suit brought, be releafed or difcharged from fuch Arreft

not to be re- ' Until the Expiration of thirty Days next after rendring of Judgment for the
leafed in 30 Plaintiff in fuch Suit, to the Intent that he may take the fame by Execution for

Judemen" fatisfying of fuch Judgment in Whole or in Part, fo far as the Value thereof

can extend, if he think fit ; unlefs the Judgment be fooner or otherwife fads-

ficd : Any Law, Ufage or Cuflom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. XVL

An A<S for Review in Civil Caufes.

To the Intent there be no failure of Juftice ; and that theParty againfl whom
Suit is brought, be not fore-dofed by a Judgment given againfl him ; when as

upon a new 'Trial he might be better provided of new andfurther Evidence for his

Defence % which probably could not be obtained in fo fhort lime as by haw is

allowedfor a Trial by Appeal

:

Review of
'^^ ^^ cnacteo tip tf)e lieutenant (Soiiemour, Council anti Hepre^

Judgment fentatities in (General Coutt aflfemtsletJ, ann 65 tije 9utf)oiitp of tlje

givenin the fame. That it fhall be in the Liberty of the Party aggrieved at the Judgment
Supetiour or given in any Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, or in the Superiour Court of

Court. Judicature refpedlively, by new Procefs to Review the faid Caufe once in each

Court.

Party Re- And the Party bringing fuch A£tion of Review, fhall produce and prefent at-

viewing to tefted Copies of the Writ, Judgment, and of all the Evidences on File in the

Cafe^
'^'^ former Trial ; and each Party fhall have the Benefit of any new and furtherPlea

and Evidence.

No Rericw Provided, No Adtion of Review fhall be brought after theExpiration of three

to be brought Years from the Time of rendring the Judgment, to be reviewed,
after 5 Years. Saving unto any Infant, Feme Covert, or Perfon non compos mentis, Impri-

^^'"^^
foned, in Captivity, or out of this Province the Term of three Years next after

their coming of full Age, or fuch Imperfeftion removed, to bring his or her
Execution Adlion of Review ; and not afterward.

ft^idly%a. ^"^ *^ ^^ fUrtijer enaften. That Execution fhall not be flayed or fufpend-

fon lof Re-' ^d> fo"" O'' ^y Reafon of any Procefs of Review : Any Law, Ufage or Cuflora

wem to the contrary notwithftanding.

C H A P,

G. ca. 6,
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CHAP. XVII.

An A£t relating to Attorneys,

^||;2'*^ i^ cnaftetj t)g tbe lieutenant (So\3ernour, Council ann Kle*

^Inl prefentatitics, in (General Court alTemtieri, ann Ijg tfje 9u-
^"•^

t[)0?itp of tlje fame. That the Plaintiff or Defendant in any Suit,may 13 -^- ca i

plead or defend his Cauie by himfelf in his proper Perfon ; or with the Aflift-

ance of fuch other Perfon as he fhall procure.

9nD i3e it fUrti)er CnaCtCD, That all Attorneys commonly praftifing in

any of the Courts of Juftice within this Province, fhall be under Oath, which

Oath fhall be adminiltred to them by the Clerk in open Court before the Jufli-

ces of the fame, at the Time of their being admitted to fuch Praftice -, in the

Tenor following. That is to fay :

YOUfloall do no Faljhood, nor confent to any to he done in the Court, and if

you know of any to he done, you fJjall give Knowledge thereof to the Jujiices
o"th'"'^**

cf the Court, or fome of them ; that it may he reformed. Tou fhall not wittingly

and willingly, -promote,fue or procure to befucd any falfe or unlawful Suit,norgive

Aider Confent to thefeme. Tou fhall delay noManforLucre orMalice. But you

fhall ufe your felf in theOffice of anJttorney within theCourt,according to the heft of
your Learning and Difcretion, and with all good Fidelity as well to the Court as to

your Clients. So help you GOD.
And the Fee to be allowed for an Attorney in the Superiour Court of Judica-

ture, fhall be twelve Shillings ; and in the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas ten p
Shillings, and no more : And but one Attorney to be paid for in anyCafe. And
none but fuch as are allowed and fworn Attorneys as aforefaid, fhall have any
Fee taxed for them in Bills of Cofts : Any Law, Ufagc or Cuftom to the con-

trary in any wife notwithftanding.

CHAP. XVIII.

An A(9: prefcribing the Form of a Warrant
for colleding of Town Affefsments, &c,

^!I>C it enaaen ann ortiaineti tip tf)elieutcnant<SoiJernour,Council
•^o antj Eeprefentatiijes, in General Court airembleD, ann tjg^^^

tt)e 3Ut6o?itp of tf)e fame. That the Warrant to be ilTued by the

Seleft-Men or AlfelTors of the refpedlive Towns, for the collefting and gather-

ing in of Town Rates or AlTefsments, fhall be made in the Form or Tenor fol-

lowing. That is to fay :

S—
-ff.

To the Conjlahle or Conftahles of the Town of A. within the County of S,

and every of them. Greeting.

IN His Majefty's Name you are required to levy and colledt of the feveral

Perfons named in the Lift herewith committed unto you, each one his ref-

peflive Proportion (therein fet downj of the Sum total of fuch Lift •, being a

Tax or AfTcfsment granted and agreed upon by thelnhabitants of thefaidTown
©f A. regularly affemblcd, for defraying of the neceffary Charges arifing with-

in the fame : And to deliver and pay in the Sum and Sums which you Ihall 93

levy and colleft unto A. B. Treafurer of the faid Town, fwhere any fuch is ap-

pointed) or to the Seledl-Men > or to C. D. (who is by them appointed to re-

ceive the fame) and to compleat and make up an Account of your Colledtions

of the whole Sum, at on or before the Day of And if any Perfon

or Perfons fhall negleft or refufe to make Payment of the Sum or Sums where-

at he or they are refpeftively afTelfed and fet in the faid Lift, to diftrein the

Goods or Chattels of fuch Perfoa or Perfons to the Value thereof, and the

Diftrefs
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Diftrefs or Diftreffes fo taken, to keep by the fpace of four Days, at the Cofl

and Charge of the Owner : And if the Owner do not pay the Sum or Sums of
Money fo affeffed upon him within the faid four Days, then the faid Diftrefs or

Diftreffes fo taken, you are to expofe and openly fell at an Out-cry, for Pay-
ment of the faid Money and Charges : Notice of fuch Sale being pofted up in

fome publick Place within the fame Town, twenty four Hours before Hand :

And the Over-plus coming by the faid Sale {'if any be) befides the Sum or Sums
of the Aflefsment and the Charges of taking and keeping of the Diftrefs and
Diftreffes, to be immediately reftored to the Owner. And for want of Goods
or Chattels whereon to make Diftrefs, you are to feife the Body or Bodies of
the Perfon or Perfons fo refufing, and him or them commit unto the Common
Goal of the faid County •, there to remain until he or they pay and fadsfy the

feveral Sum or Sums whereat they are refpeftively affefled as aforefaid ; unlefs

upon Application made to the Court of General Seffions of the Peace, the fame
oranyPart thereof fhall be abated. Dated at A. the Day of In the

f.
,.-, Year of His Majefty's Reign. Annoq^iie Domini,

anD Se it furtf)er cnaftcri tsg ti)e ^utt)Oiitg afoiefaiD, That when, the

Officer appointed for collefting any Rates or Affefsments by Virtue of fuch

Warrant as aforefaid, fhall feife the Body of any Perfon or Perfons for want of
Goods or Chattels whereof to make Diftrefs, and fhall commit him or them to

Prifon ; he fhall give an attefted Copy of his Warrant unto the Keeper of the

Prifon, and thereupon certify under his Hand the Sum or Sums fuch Perfon or

Perfons are to pay as their Propornon to the Affefsment, and that for want of
Goods or Chattels whereon to make-Diftreis, he has feifed his or their Bodies :

P,AC'
"^"^ ^""^^ attefted Copy with the Certificate thereon under the Hand oftheOffi-

of"the War-^ ^^^•> ^^^' ^^ ^ fufHcient Warrant to require the Prifon Keeper to receive and

rant, to be gi» hold fuch Perfon or Perfons in Cuftody, until he or they fhall pay their Rates
vea up on or Affefsments as aforefaid, and Charges of Imprifonment ; with one Shilling
Commitment, for the Copy of the Warrant.

C H A P. XIX.

An Aft providing in Cafe of Sicknefs.

Additional A|p^(j5 it enaften bp t!jc Lieutenant (^otiernour, Council ann me^
i,2>.a.ca.8. Mj prefcntatitJes in®enetai Court affcmtileD, anD ijj?t|)e aut&o--'^^

ritg of ti)0 fame-, That for the better preventing the fpreading of

Infedtion, when it fhall happen any Perfon or Perfons coming from abroad, or

belonging to any Town or Place within this Province to be vifited ; or that late

SeleS-Men before have been vifited with the Plague, Small-Pox, peft'ilendal or malignant
to provide for Fever, or other contagious Sicknefs, the Infeftion whereof may probably be
Che Sick. communicated to others -, the Sele6l-Men of fuch Town be, and hereby are

impowred to take Care, and make effeftual Provifion in the beft Manner they

can, for the Prefervation of die Inhabitants ; by removing and placing fuch

fick or infefted Perfon or Perfons, to and in afeparate Houfe or Houfes, and

by providing of Nwrfes, Tendance and other Afliflance, and NecefTaries for

them ; at the Charge of the Pardesthemfelves, their Parents or Mafters ('ifable^

or otherwife at the Charge of the Town or Place whereto they belong.
Towns to ^j,j j^ (3^fg j|. happen ^^y Perfon or Perfons to be vifited with Sicknefs in

Charge of ^"7 Other Town or Place than that whereto they belong, and thereby occafion

their own a Charge to fuch Town ; the Sele6l-Men fhall lay the Account thereof before
Sick. the Juftices in Court of General Seffions of the Peace within the County where

the Town lies, whereto fuch Perfon or Perfons belong ; and the Juftices hav-

ing adjufted die Account of fuch Charge, and allowed fo much thereof as they

judge reafonable, fliall order Payment thereof to be made by the Treafurer of

fuch Town ; when. the Perfons thcmfelves, their Parents or Mafters arc unable

to pay the fame. And when it fhall happen fuch indigent Perfons not to be
'

. Inhabitants,
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Inhabitants, or belonging to any Town or Place within this Province, and the

proper Charge thereof in Cafe they need Relief •, then theCharge of their Siclc-

nefs fhall be defrayed out of the publick Treafury of the Province, by Warrant

from the Governour, with the Advice and Confent of the Council.

aintj tJE it furt&cc enafteD bp tf)C 3ut})0?it)^ afo?efaiD, That if need jaflices to

fo require, any two Juftices of the Peace may make out a Warrant direfled to '^^^ °"''

the Sheriff of the County or his Deputy, or Confiables of the Town or Place jmprcffine

'^

where any fuch fick Pei fon or Perfons fliall be ; requiring them or any of Lodgings &€,

them in His Majefty's Name, with the Advice and Direftion of the Seletl-

Men of the fame, to imprefs and take up convenient Houfing,Lodging,Nurr^

fes, Tendance and other Neceffaries, for the Accommodation, Safety and Relief

of the Sick.

anB be it futtlm enaftcD Isg tfje autljo^itg afo?efaiB, That if any Per- jjni«s im.

fon or Perfons, Seamen or Paffengers belonging to or tranfported in any Ship powcd to

or VeffeJ, arriving to any Port or Harbour within this Province, happen to be
f<!^^comin""

vifitedwith the Plague, Small-Pox, peftilential or malignant Fever during the on Shoar
"

Voyage ; or to come from any Place where fuch Sicknefs prevails and is com- from anv-^

mon, any Juftice or Juffices of the Peace within the County to whom the No- '^'^^'^j^. 7.'"'^,^

ticeor Information thereof fhall be given, fliall forthwith take Care to prevent
^

and reftiain all Perfons belonging to, or tranfported in fuch'Shipor otherVeffel

from coming on Shoar ; and if any be before on Shoar, to fend themonBoard

again -, as alfo to reftrain Perfons from going on Board fuch Ship or Veflel

:

And to that End may make out a Warrant direfted to the Sheriff of theCounty

or his Deputy, or Conftables of the fame Town ; who are accordingly im-

pDwred and required to execute the fame. And fuch Juftice or Juftices, are .,. _,

forthwith to tranfmit the Intelligence thereof to the Governour or Commander ,^ be'franf.

ffi Chief for the Time being -, who is hereby impowred, with the Advice and mitred to the

Confent of the Council, to take fuch further Order therein as they fliall think Governour,

fit, for preventing the fpreading of the Infedtion.

-ik

CHAP. XIX.

An A6linAddition to anAd for the Settle-

ment and Support of Schools and
School-Matters.

w HEREAS it is hy Law appointed, " That every Town within this

Province having the Number of fifty Houfholders or upwards, fhall

be conftantly provided of a School-Mafter, to teach Children and Youth to
^g j^

" read and write. And where any Town or Towns have the Number of one ^ q ca^, 3.

" Hundred Families or Houfholders, there fhall alfo be a Grammar School fet

" up in every fuch Town ; and fome difcreet Perfon of good Converfation,

" well inflrufted in the Tongues, procured to keep fuch School. Every fuch
" Scliool-Mafter to be fuitably encouraged and paid by the Inhabitants.

The Obfervance af which wholfome and necejfary Law is Jhamefully mgUEled hy

diveri 'Towns, and the Penally thereof not required, tending greatly to the Nau-

riJJjinent of Ignorance and Irreligion ; whereof grievous Complaint is made :

For Redrefs of the lame :

05c it enacten anB Beciaren bg tt)clieutenant(^oi5ernour,<a:ouncil

anOiRepEefgHtatiiieis in ©enecal Court aflTembleB, aiiB tig tfje §lutbo= Penalty for

ritp of tte fame, That the Penalty or Forfeiture for Non-obfervance of the Notrobfor-

faid Law, fhall henceforth be ttvenly Pounds per Annum ; and fo proportiona- ''"" "* '^*

biy for a lefTcr Time that any Town Hiall be without fuch fettledSchool-Mafter
^^'^'

refpe£lively •, to be recovered, paid and employed in Manner, and to the Ufe
as by Law is dife<£ted : Any Law, Uiage or Cuflom to the contrary notwith-

ftanding.

Every
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Grammar Every Grammar School-Mafter to be approved by the Minifterof theTov/n
School-Ma-

^^^^ ji^g Minifters of the two next adjacent Towns, or any two of them ; bv
ftcrs tobe_._ ,. •> •' '/
approved Certificate under their Hands.

No Mkifter 9[ntJ 6e it fUVtfjer enaCteU, That no Minifter of any Town fhall be
tobcaSchooI. deemed, held bi- accepted ta be the School-Mafter of fuch Town within the

^uft£ ro fee
^"^^'^'^ ^^ ^'^^ Law.

/o the Obier- And the Jullices of Peace in each refpetStive County are hereby direfted to take

vance of the eflfeftual Care, that the Laws refpefting Schools andSchool-Mailers, be duly ob-
Law. ferved and put inExecution. And all GrandJurors within their refpediveCoun-

'^""uire'and
'^'^s,fliall diligently Inquire and makePrefentment of all Breaches and Negledl of

p°rcVem Brca the faid Laws, that lb due Profecution may be made agalnft the Offenders.

chej thereof.

CHAP. XX.

An h.di to prevent and make void Clan-
deftine and Illegal Purchafes of Lands
from the Indians,

w HEREAS the Government of the late Colonies of the Mafiachuletts-Bay

and New-Plymouth ; to the Intent the jm/zi;^ Indians tnight not be injured,

or defeated of their juft Rights and PeffeJJions, or he impofed on and ahv.fed in fel-

ling and difpofing of their hands ; and thereby deprive therafelves of fuch Places

as were fuitable for their Settlement and Improvement : Did by an A6t and Law
paffed in the faid Colonies refpeftively many Years fince, inhibit and forbid all

Perfons purchafing any Lands of the Indians, without the Licence and Appro-

bation of the General Court. Notivifhfianding -which, fiindry Perfonsfor private

Lucre have prefumed to make Purchafes of Lands from thelndjzm, not having any

JLicence or Approbation as aforefaid for the fame, to the Injury of the Natives ;

and great Difquiet and Bifiurbance of 'many of the Inhabitants of this Province in

the peaceable Poffeffion of their Lands and Inheritances lawfully acquired :

Therefore for the vacating of fuch illegal Purchafes, and preventing of the

like for the future :

IBe it enactetj anB Beclaten ts^ tbe lieutenaRt(5oioern!Kit,€ouncil

anu mcprefcntatities in (General Court airemtJleD, ann bg t&e 9uti)0*

ritp of tibC faiTlC,That ail Deeds of Bargain,Saie,Leale, ReIeafe,orQiiit-Claim,

All Deeds of Titles andConveyances whatlbever, of anyLands,Tenements or Hereditaments
Bjrgain.Saie, within this Province, as well for Term of Years as for Ever, had, made, gotten,

diari "^wTthoac
procured or obtained, from any Indian or Indianshy any Perfon or Perfons what-

LJcence, Va- foever, at any Time or Times fince the Year of Our Lord, One Thoufand Six

cated. Hundred Thirty Three, without the Licence or Approbation of the refpeftive

General Courts of the faid late Colonies, in which fuch Lands, Tenements or

Hereditaments lay ; and all Deeds of Bargain and Sale, Titles andConveyances

whatfoever of any Lands, Tenements or Llereditaments within this Province,

that fince the Eflrablifliment of the prefent Government, have been, or fhall

hereafter be had, made, obtained, gotten or procui-ed, from any Indian or Indi-

ans, by any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, without the Licence, Approbation

and Allowance of the Great and General Court or Affembly of this Province for

the fame, fliall be deemed and adjudged in the Law to be Null, Void and of

none Elfeft.

Provtfo for ' Provided neverthelefs, and is is notwithjlanding hereby (JBtiaCtCD ailtl 2^)001^*
Towni or |.g^^ That all fuch Purchafes, Releafes and Titles, heretofore had or obtained

vinn'Title'
^^°"^ ^"^ Indian or Indians, by any Town or Perfon whatfoever, of any Lands

derived from Or Hereditaments which fuch Town or Perfon alfo hold and enjoy by Virtue of

the Gen'cral any Grant or Title made or derived by or from the General Court of either of
Court.

. (.[^g Colonies aforefaid : And all Rekafes, Purchafes, Conveyances and Titles,

which
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which any Town or Perfon fhall hereafter make, procure or obtain of any In-

dian or Indians, for any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, Granted or that

fhall be Granted by the General Court to fuch Town or Perfon before fuch Pur-

chafe or Title made or obtained from any Indian or Lidians, fhall be, and here-

by are excepted out of this Aft, and be held for Good and Valid in the Law :

Any thing herein contained notwithftanding,

Provided alfo. That if any Perfon or Perfons, or ToWn in this Province to the Saving for

Eaftward o'i Pifeataqua River, have heretofore purchafed or obtained any Indian Landi lung

Deed or Title for any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments in thofe Parts ; or
n/'^j^^^'^f ,r;„

if any Perfon or Perfons have heretofore purchafed or obtained any Indian Deed ^tr^lTMaf.
«r Title for any Lands,Tenements or Hereditaments in the Lland of Capawack^ tbai Vineyard

alias Marthas Vineyard, or the Dc-pendences thereof, now known by the Name andN<»n»Kc*e*,

of Dukes County, or in the Ifland of Nantucket, for further Confirmation of

their other lawful Titles and Poffeffions : This A&, or any Thing therein

contained fhall not extend or be conftrued to txcend in any wife to vacate or

make void fuch Indian Deed or Title : Any Thing herein contained to the

contrary notwithftanding.

^nQ te it furt&^r enafteu tbe 3utf)0iitp afoiefait!. That if any

Perfon or Perfons wnatfoever, fhall after the Publication of this Acl, prefume ^^"^''^ ""

to make any Purchafe, or obtain any Title from any Indian or Indians for any
{^l\\^^3,'^^

Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments within this Province, contrary to the true Parchafe$

Intent and Meaning of this A<ft ; fuch Perfon or Perfons fo offending, and wirnout L5-

being thereof duly convicted in any of His Majefty's Courts of Record within *'*""•

this Province, (hall be punifhed by Fine and Imprifonment, at the Difcretion

of the Court where the Conviftion (hall be -, not exceeding double the Value of

the Land fo purchafed, nor exceeding fix Months Imprifonment.

anu te it fuctbet enacteD bg tfee autfjo^itp afojefaiD, That aiiLeafes ];Zl*f„^
of Land that fhall at any Time hereafter be made by any Indian or Indians for the Miant
any Term or Terms of Years, (hall be utterly void and of none EfFedt ; unlefs 'o be approrJ

the fame be made by and with Licence firft had and obtained from the Court ^ ^1 '^| ..

of General SelTions of the Peace in the County where fuch Lands lie.
fionrof tho

Provided neverthelefs, That nothing in this Afl fhall be taken,held or deemed Peace

in any wife to hinder, defeat or make void any Bargain, Sale or Leafe of Land Pro^'fo for

made by one Indian to another Indian or Indians. ^.^''^« '''om /»«
'' dim [o leaiat.

CHAP. XXL

An Ad for eftabl idling of a Naval Office,

and for afcertaining of the Fees.

%\Y1<B it enactetj bp t|)e lieutenant ®otiernout. Council anD ISiz-

2^ pt£fentatitie0,in (General Court affemfalcti, anD tip thz aut&o*^^
litj) of tt)e fame. That in every Sea Port within the Province,there be

anOfiice kept, to be called and known by theName of the Naval Office, as has

been accuftomed ; for the entring and clearing of all Ships and other VelTels

trading to or from this Province. And the Fees to be demanded and received

in the laid Office fliall be thefe following, and no other, 'that is to fay :

For entring of Ships andVeflfels trading to this Province from ^ I. s. d,

abroad, (except from the Provinces and Colonies of Pen- /
fylvania, Ne-iv-Tork, Eaft and IVeJi-Jerfeys, ConneSlicut,K oo 01 oa
Rhode-Tfland,a.ndNew-HampJJjire) One Shilling ea.ch. ^

And ("orVefTels trading to oi- from either of the faid Provinces^

or Colonies, four Shillings per Annum ; orjix Pence Entry >
mdjix Pence Clearing each Voyage,at the Mafter'sChoice. •'

V For
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For examining and recording Certificates that Bond is given
p

according to thie Afts of Navigation, /too Shillings. $" 00 02 00

For Bond given according to the A6ls of Navigation. 00 02 00
For Clearing andCertificate of theLadingjftw^M/z'^g-jfiwi/.vPf^i:?. 00 02 06

SfnD ije it further enactcn fig tf)c amljoiitp afo?efaitJ, That if any
Perfon employed in the faid Office, fhall demand or take any other or greater

Fees than by Law are allowed, or fhall illegally delay and defer the entring or-

clearing any Ship or other Nt^t\ ; fuch Officer fo offending fhall be liable to

double Cofts and Dammages, being thereof duly convidled in any of His
Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province. ^

An A61,

Faffed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of Her Majefty's Pro-

^
vince of the Majfachujetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojlon,

on Wednefday the twenty-feventh of May, 1702.

C H A P. I.

An Ad; in addition to the A<9: for regu-

lating the Militia, and for Explanation

of aClaufe in the faid Ad.
5 IF. Sit M. ^ ^'

. ,
ea. 8. \ 7l 7 HEREAS in the eviw^ation of Perfons exempted from Trainings by

\\/ the A£t Intitled, An L^i rbr Regulating of the Militia, Perfons Lams
or otherwife di fabled m Body (producing Certificate from two able

Chyrurgeons') are included. And whereas divers Perfons fit and able for Service,

by corrupt and fallacious Means do obtain fuch Certificatesfrom fame Pra£litioners

in Cbyrurgery in ehfion of the Law^ and contrary to the true Intent and Meaning

theresf; and thereupon prefume to negleSi their Duty., and plead an Exemption with

Difreg&rd to their Oncers, having no orderly Bifmiffion from them :

For Remedy whereof

:

^riozlohl "^^ it tmcm anu tetlareti b? W OFrcellencg m mnzmmx,
difmifs-dfrora CouncU 31x13 iRcptefciitatiiJes in (Scnetai Court affemtiieD, atiD bg
Train.pgt, t^g ^Ut()0^it2 Of tflC famC, That no Perfon or Perfons whatfbever

A'''"rob?ti*on
^^^^ ^^ ^"y ^'"^^ hereafter, by Virtue of any Certificate already given, or to be

of'their Ofli-
giv^" by two Chyrurgeons as aforefaid, be excufed or exempted from bearing

ccri. Arms, and attending Trainings, and other military Exercifes and Duty in the

Troop or Company whereto they refpedlively belong, and are inlifted -, or from

Imprefles for Her Majefty's Service, unlefs for juft Caufe they firft obtain an

orderly DifmilTion under the Hands of the Commiffion Officers of fuch Troop
or Company. And in Cafe they unreafonably refufe the fame, then of the firft

Field Officer of the Regiment whereof fuch Troop or Company is Part ; or of

the Captain General or Commander in Chief, for the Time being : Any Law,
Ulage-or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

ACTS
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Ads and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of Her Majcfty's Province

of the MaJfacbufeUs-B^y in Nezv- England, Begun and Held at Bofton upon

Wednefday the twenty- ieventh of Mzjy 1702. And continued by feveral

Prorogatione until Thurfday the fifteenth oiOSlober following ; and then fat

at Cambridge.

C H A P. II.

An A£t to prevent Charges arifing upon
the County for Prifoners committed for

Theft.
INASMUCH as it often happens. That Perfons conviEled of Theft, and

fentenced to make Refiitution to the Party injured as the Law direhs, are „ ,

,

held long Time in Prifon -, having not wherewith to fatisfy their Creditors, or

to pay for their Keeping otherwife than by Service ; thereby occajioning great Charge

i9 arife upon the County :

For Remedy whereof

:

TBe it enaften bj? f)i0 Crcellcncp tbe (J^otiernour, Council anuEe-
ptefentatit)e0 in General Court aiTcmtleD j anD it is cnafteD fag tfae

aUt&Oiitg of ti)e fame, That hence-forth no Perfon or Perfons convidted
p^jf„„p„ f-^^

and fentenced for committing of Theft, fhall be held, or continued in Pnfon Theft not to

for and on account of Reftitution orDammages awarded to the Party injured, for be held more

more than the fpace of thirty Days next after fuch Judgment or Sentence given ;
' ^"3" 5° D^yi

Unlcfs the Creditor will become engaged, or giveCaution to the Keeper of the
un^efj'^&c""

Prifon to pay and fatisfie his Charge and Expence in keeping of fuch Prifoner
*

both for Time paft and future, not exceeding Three Shillings per Week.
And in cafe the Creditor fhall refufe or negleft fo to do and fhall not difpofe

of or take fuch Prifoner in Service •, or otherwife releafe him, the Keeper fhall KeeperaPow=
no longer be chargeable with fuch Prifoner, but may fet him at Liberty : Any er to dif

Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding. And in charge the

every fuch Cafe the Prifoner fhall pay and fatisfy his own Fees and Charges ;
P

'J'"" ^^

and if he be unable, then upon Application made by the Keeper to any two

Juftices of the fame Court ^orum Unus ; fuch two Juftices are hereby impow-
red to adjufl and deteimine the Sum to be paid, and to order and enjoyn the

Prifoner to make Sadsfadion by Service for fuch reafonable Time as they fhall

afTign, for which Term the Keeper may difpofe of him in Service to any of

Her Maiefly's Engliflo Subjefls.

3nti it is furtfaer enafteo fagtfae 3utf)0iitp aforefain. That if any

Aftion, Bill, Suit or Informauon fhall be commenced or profecuted againflthe

Keeper of fuch Prifon for what he fhall do in purfuance of this Aft ; he may
plead the general IfTue, Not Guilty ; and upon ifTue joyned may give this Ad
and the fpecial Matter in Evidence -, And if the PlantifFor Profecutor fhall be-

come Non-fuit, or fuffer a Difcontinuance ; or if Verdift pafs againfl him, the

Defendant fhall recover Cofts and Damages for the Moleftation.

CHAP. III.

An A£b more efteflually providing for

the Support of Minifters.

"^T^HEREAS in fomefew Towns and DiftriSfs within this Province, divers Preamble.
^ ^ of the Inhabitants are Quakers, and others Irreligious Perfons averfe and

oppofite to the publick Worflolp of God, and to a learned orthodox Minifiry -,

andfind out Ways to elude the Lmws provided for the Support offuch, and pervert
the good Intentions thereof ; to the Encouragement of Irreligion and Prophanenefs

:

>

V 2 For
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4 JV.^M. For Remedy whereof : And in further Addition to the Aft, Entitled, An
*^t^1^ A51 for the Settlement and Support of Minijlers and School-Majlers, Made in

ca zo.'^^' *^^ Fourth Year of the Reign of King William and Queen Mary : And the

Additions thereto heretofore made :

ca. 20.

7 ff^. ca. p,

TBe it enacteD bp 610 €rcellencp tf)e ®oticrnour,CounciIanDiaE-
prefentatities in (General Court aflfcmbleD, ann bg tbe autfioutg of

tibC fatnC, That when and fo often from Time to Time, as Information or

Complaint fhall be made to the Court of General Seflions of the Peace in any

County, that the Minifter of anyTown or Diftrifl within fuch County, qualified

as abovefaid, is not fuitably encouraged, fupported or maintained, according to

his Contradl or Agreement made with the Inhabitants ; or according to the

Allowance and Maintenance ordered him by the Court of General Seffions of

the Peace -, as the Law direfts where there is no fuch Contra6t, or that the

fame happen to be expired, by Reafon that the Seleft-Men or other Afre0b.rs

of fuch Town or Diftrift, do refufe or negleft to affefs and raife fuch Mainte-

nance, and caufe the fame to be levied upon the Inhabitants ; or that Payment

Court of Gc- thereofis withheld from the Minifter : In every fuch Cafe, the faid Court is

neral Seffioni hereby direfted and further impowred, over and above the impofingof theFine
Power to ap- by Lavy fet ^pon fuch delinquent Seledt-Men or AlTeflbrs, to appoint three or
pointAffcflori.

j^q^q fufficient Freeholders within the fame County, to alTefs and apportion the

Sum agreed or fet for the yearly Support and Maintenance of fuch Minifter,

either by Contradtor Court Order, upon the Inhabitants of fuch Town or DiC-

-^ - trift, in Manner as is direfted for the raifing other publick Charges ; and to
I J .

ca. I
.
pj.g^gj^j j}^g Lif^ of fuch Afiefsment unto two Juftices of the Peace of the fame

Two Jufticei
County, ^orum Unus -, who are hereby impowred and required to make out

to make out a and affix a Warrant thereto, diredled to the Conftables of fuch Town or Dif-
Warrant for tridt, in Form as is by Law prefcribed for the levying and colledfing of Town
collefiing. Rates or Affefsments, Mutatis Mutandis ; requiring them to colleft and levy

the Sum total of the faid Lift, and pay in the fame unto the Minifter ; or to

fuch Perfon as fhall be appointed by the SelTions to receive the fame to hisUfe :

And fuch Conftables failing of a due Obfervance and Execution of fuch War-
rant, fhall incur the like Pains, Penalties and Forfeitures, as for not colleifling

and paying in any other Rates or Affefsments to them committed. And the

Court of General Seffions of the Peace is further dire£bed and impowred, to

w btf^fjen
°'^'^^^ "^^^'- Satisfaftion to be made unto the Affeffors fo appointed, for their

the Afleffofs!* Pains andTroubIe,outof the Fines fet upon the delinquent Sele6t-Men orAfleffors

as aforefaid. And the remainder of the faid Fines, ( if any be ) to be paid to

the County Treafurer for defreying the neceffary Charges of the County ; Any
Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding.

iBhabitantjof ^^^ ^^ it futt&ei* zmttfQ tsp tl)C autf)0?itp afotefaiD, That the in-

DiftriSs their habitants of each DiftritSt or Precindt refpetlively, regularly fet off from any
Power. Town, fhall be, and are hereby impowred to name and appoint a Clerk, as of

right Towns by Law have •, as alfo Affeffors for the affeffrngand raifinga Mainr

tenance and Support for the Minifter of fuch Diftrift or Precinft ; and to make
out a Warrant in Form as by Law prefcribed for Town Rates or Affefsments,

4 ^- c^-
<^- diredted to the Conftable of the Town or Diftrift, for the collefting and levy-

ing of the fame -, who is required to execute fuch Warrant acccordingly. And
in Cafe the Affeffors fo appointed, fhall refufe or negleft that Service, the Se-

le£t Men of the Town from whence fuch Diftrid or Precindl was fet off, fhall

and are hereby required to affefs the Inhabitants of the fame, the Sum agreed

upon or fet for Maintenance of the Minifter thereof.

CHAP.

G. ca. 8.
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CHAP. IV.

An Adi for appointing Commiflioners of
Sewers.

WHEREAS great ^lajttities ofMeadows and Low Grounds belonging to Preamble.

fundry Perfins in fiveral Towns ^ are fpoiled by the Overflowing ofRivers,

Brooks and Waters occaftoned by Banks and Stoppages in their Courfes, which 'by

Induftry may be removed, to the Benefit and Profit of the Owners : And alfo much

Meadow and Pajlure Lands might be gained out of Swamps and other 'rough and

unprofitable Grounds, by drowning and dreyning the fame.

'To the intent therefore that -the Owners offuch Lands and Meadotvs 7nay be

encouraged, and enabled to remove fuch ObftruSiions as occafion fuch Overflows ,

and to damm andflow their Swamps and other Grounds, and thereby bring them

to Meadow or Pafture, that they may be made profitable to them :

IBc it enactcB tip Us Crcelicncp tfie (SoDemour,Council anti Be*
prefentatiijes in ©enecal Court affemtJleD, ano tig tijc autbo^itp of covemour

ti)C Caitie, That it llialJ be in the Power of the Governour and Council, from & Council to

Time to Time,upon Reqiieft to them made by the major Part of the Proprietors B''^"'^ ^ °^*

of any fuchLands, to grant Commiffioners of Sewers to fuch and fo many able Sewen!
and difcreet Perfons, as to them fhall feem meet, for the clearing and removing

of the Banks and Obftruclions of the Paflages of the Waters in Rivers, Brooks

or Ponds, that occafion the Overflows and Drowning of Meadows and low

Lands ; and alfo for the daming and flowing of Swamps and other unprofitable

Grounds, and dreyning of them. By which Commiflions, the faid Commifli-

oners fhall be impowred to meet and convene together from Time to Time as

Occafion may require, to View, Confider, Confult and Contrive fuchWays and

Methods for the clearing and removing the Obltrudtions aforefaid ; and for the Commiffio."

drowning and dreyning ofSwamps and other unprofitable Grounds : And to em- nen Povrcr,'

ploy Workm.en and Labourers for fuch reafonable Wages as may be agreed on,

for the efFeding the Premifes ; and from Time to Time to aflfefs and tax all

fuch Perfons as may or fhall be Owners of fuch over-flowed Lands or Mea-
dows, or fuch unprofitable Swamps and Lands as aforefaid, towatds the Charge

thereof ; having regard to each Perfon's quantity of Land and Benefits to be

received thereby, as equally according to their beft Judgment as they can •, and

alfo to appoint and fwear a Colleftor orColledors, for the collefting and gather-

ing and paying in the fame to fuch Perfons, as by the faid Commiflioners Ihall

be appointed to receive it ; withPowers todiftrain all fuch Perfons, as fliall neg-

ledt or refufe to make Payment of his, her or their Parts or Proportion fet and

aflefl^ed as aforefaid, in fuch Manner as in the Province Rates and Taxes byLaw
may be done, and to call before themfelves the faid Colleftor or Coiledors to

Account for his or their Betruftments, with Reference to the Prem flfes.

mn futtf)er tie it enaftcD tj) tU aut^o^itp afoiefain. That the faia

Commiflioners fliall be Sworn for the faithful Dilcharge of theirTrufl, and fliall CommiffioJ

receive fuch Salaries out of the faid AflTefsments, for their Time and Expences "«" '° b®

touching the Premifles, as the Governour and Council fhall appoint ; unto "°"'

whom the faid Commiffioners fhall be accountable when they fhaU be there-

unto required.

9ni3 tse it tmtUt enaftetJ tig tfje Sutftoritp aforefaiU, That in cafe it

fhall fo happen that any Proprietor of any fuch Lands or Meadows to be drown-

ed or Dreyned as aforelaid, Ihall be unable -, or otherwife negleft to pay his^

her, or their Part or Proportion of the faid Rates or AfTftments ; it fliall and

may be lawful to and for the other Proprietors concerned therein to pay the

faid AflTefsments, and to hold the faid Lands and Meadows fo long until the

Rates and Profits to be received of thofe Lands, may Reimburfe them ; and

the Commiflioners aforefaid fhall determine the Time how long.

Provided^
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Provided always. That it fhall be in the Liberty of any Perfon aggrieved at

aily Procedure had or made by the faid Commiffioners, or any others in purfu-

ance of this Aft, to appeal therefrom unto the Governour and Council for

Relief.

CHAP. V.

An Aft for the reviving and re-enafting a

Claufe in the Aft, lotitled, An Adi: for

the Regulating and Encouragement of
Fifhery ,• that hath been for lome Time
Repealed by the General Affembly.

WHEREAS in the fecond Paragraph of the fa-id M, % ig CtiaCtCD,
" That henceforth no Mackrel ftiall be caught ^except for fpending

" whim frefh) before the firft of July annually : And whereas the faid Claufe

by an A£l afterwards made and paffed by the General Affembly, was repealed and
made void ; which faid Repeal, and the unfeafonable catching of Mackrel there-

upon hath been experienced to bi very prejudicial to this Province :

"Bz it tf)etefoie enactcD bpW €rceUencp t{)e®ot)ernour,Council
anti Eeprefentatities, contjenec in (General Court or affcmtlp, anu
it is CnafteDiJ^ tf)C auti)0?itp of tbC fame, That the faid Claufe above-

Penaltv for
recited, fhall be, and is hereby revived and re-enadted : And that henceforth

catching no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, fhall prefume to catch or caufe to be caught
Mtckrtl be- any Mackrel fexcept for fpending whilft frefh) before the firft of July annually

;

^"cV^. .
o" Penalty ©f forfeiting all the Mackrel fo caught contrary to the true Intent

ccpt &e. and Meaning of this Aft, and /wf^/j .SM/z'»^j per Barrel over and above for

each Barrel of the fame : The one Half of the faid Forfeiture to be to Her
Majeily, for and towards the Support of this her Government ; and the other

Half to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame, in any of Her
Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province.

An Aft,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Afiembly of Her Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Maffachufetts-Bay in ISSew-England, Begun and Held at Bojlorij

on Wednefday the tenth of March 1702.

CHAP. L

An Aft agalnft the Diminifhing and Coun-
terfeiting of Money.

c ^1!^<^ it cnaaen ann neclaren bpW Crcellencp tfje (^otsernour,

So'r Dim! iO Council ann iEeprcfentatiyes in General Court aHembleri,

nifhioR of
^^ ann bg tbe aUtbOritp of tlje fame, That every Perfon duly con-

Her Majefty'i vifted of counterfeiting or impairing, diminifhing or debafing any of HerMa-
Coini.

jefty's Coins •, by wafhing, clipping, rounding, filing or fcaling of the fame,

Ihall be proceeded againft as a Felon, and fuffer the Pains of Death.

And that every Perfon duly convifted of counterfeiti«g, or impairing, dimi-

nifhing or debafing any of the Money eftablifhed to be current Money within

this Province, according to the Aft, For afcertaining the Value ofMoins current

within
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within this Province ; by waOiing, clipping, rounding, filing or fcaling of the P°''";^'^.'^.

fame, fhall be fet in the Pillory by the Ipace of one whole Hour -, and have one |'j^^j"'^ J"^^'^

of his Ears nailed thereto ; and aifo bepublickly whipped upon the nakcdBody, current Mo-

withfo many Stripes as the Court before whom the Conviition iliall be fliall ncy oi rhe

order ; not exceeding forty, and pay all Charges of Profecucion. Province.

'ySZ it further tmcm tJg tU 3Ut!)0|it)? afOiefaiU, That every Perfon
.

^^

duly convided of buying or receiving any clippings,lcalings or filings of Money, p||?['""^^_

ihall forfeit and pay a Fine of twenty Pounds ; one Moiety thereof unto Her ' ^
'

Majefty, for and towards the Support of the Government within this Province ;

and the other Moiety to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the liime ':

and alfo be imprifoned by the fpace of three Months.

An Aa,

Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of Her Majefty 's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England^ Begun and Held at Eojlon upon

Wednefday the twenty-fixth of May, 1703. And continued upon

Adjournment unto Wednefday the thirtieth oijune following ; and then met,

CHAP. 11.

An Aft relating to Moktto and NegrOz^ca.4.

Slaves.

w HEREAS great Charge and Inconveniencies have arifen to divers Towns see Additio-

andPlaces, by thereleajng and fettingatLikrtyMohtto and NcgmSiaves : nai Aa?,

4 .4 ca 6.

For Prevention whereof for the future : ^ ^^- ^^^ -•

IBe it DCclarcD anu enaften tp U& Crccliencg tU ^oi^emour.
Council ann Eeprcfentatiues in <Senccal Court aiTembleri, anB
tp t\)Z aUtJ)0|it^ of t!)C fame, That no Molatto or Negro Slave Scovhy to

ihall hereafter be manumitted, difcharged or fet free, until fufficient Security ^^ f i'ro"/°'"

be given to the Treafurer of the Town or Place where fuch Perfon dwells, in a Negroes fee

valuable Sum, not lefs than Jifty Pounds ; to fecure and indemnify the Town free.

or Place from all Charge for or about fuch Molatto or Negro, to be manumitted

and fet at Liberty, in Cafe he or flie by Sicknefs, Lamenefs or otherwife, be

rendred uncapable to fupport him or her felf.

And no Molatto orNegro hereafter manumitted (hall be deemed or accounted None to be

free, for whom Security fliall not be given as aforefaid •, but fhall be the pro- accounted

per Charge of their rcfpedtive Malters or Miftreffes, in Cafe they ftand inNeed
^Jl^Jj^'g'^

of Relief and Support •, notwithftanding any Manumi/Tion or Inftrument of.jty i, noj

Freedom to them made or given : And ihall alfo be liable at all Times to be given,

put forth to Service by the Seledl-Men of the Town,

ACTS
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Ads and Laws,

Faffed by the Great and General-Court or Affembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton upon
Wednefday the twenty fixth of May 1709. And continued by Adjourn-

ment and Prorogations until Wednefday the twenty-feventh of Osfoher fol-

lowincr, and then met.

5 «^'. 6e M.
ca. II.

19 ^. ca. 4.

Juftice of the

Peace to

make out a

Warrant of

Apprizemenc.

The Im-
pounder to

make Sale, 01

retain ro his

own Ufe.

CHAP. III.

An A<£t in addition to the hSt for providing

of Pounds, <Tc.

YJJ^J^HEREJS it often happens, that the Owners of Cattle,Sheep or Swine

t/§/ Impounded, notwithfianding due Notice thereofgiven them, negleEl to com-

f f pound or make SatisfaBion for the Trefpafs andDammage done,biit fv.ffer

their Creatures to lie long Tiine in Pound, to the augmenting of Charge,

and otherwife proving inconvenient

:

For Remedy whereof:

IBe it acclareD anD cnafteB bpW (JBrcellencj) tfje <^ot)etnciur.

Council ann Ecprcfentatitics in (general Court affemtiieD, anti tsg

tije SUti)Otitg of ti)C fame. That if the Owner of any neet Cattle,

Horfes, Sheep or Swine impounded, being duly notified thereof, {hall not within

the fpace of forty eight Hours next after fuch Notice given, replevie his Crea-

tures, or otherwife orderly obtain their Releafe ; the Party trefpaffed upon,

making Application to a Juftice of the Peace, within the fame County, for a
Warrant of Apprizemcnt •, fuch Juftice is hereby diredted and impowred to

make out a Warrant to two or more fufficient indifferent Perfons^ and to ad-

minifter an Oath unto them, to make a due and equal Apprizement an.d Efti-

mate of the Value of fuch Creatures, or fo many of them as fhall be fufficient

toanfwer the Dammage, and all Charges : And the Party damnified may retain

and keep the Creatures fo apprized to his own Ufe, to make Sale of them at

his Pleaiiire, rendring the Overplus of the apprized Value (if any be) to the

Owner.

Preamble.

InSan, Ntgro

and Molaito

Servants not

to be abroad

after nine ac

Night.

If found a-

broad or mif-

behave thcm-
fclvei, to be

apprehended
and fent to

the Houfe of

Corredion.

CHAP. IV.

An Ad to prevent Diforders in the Night.

WHEREAS great Diforders, Infolences and Burglaries are oftimes raifed

and committed in the Night-Time by Indians,Negro andMolaXZo Servants

and Slaves, to the Bifquiet and Hurt of Her Majefty^s good SubjeSls :

For Prevention thereof

:

IBe it enacten b^ u^ Crcellencp tbe (©otictnour. Council anU Mz--

prefcntatit)C0, in General Court aflfemftleD, anD b^ tht 9utf)optg
of ti)B fame, That no Indian, Negro or Molatto Servant or Slave, may
prefiime to be abfent from the Families whereto they refpedlively belong,

or be found Abroad in the Night-Time after nine a Clock -, unlefs it be upon
fome Errand for their refpeclive Matters or Owners.

And all Juftices of the Peace, Conftables, Tything-Men, Watch-lMen, and

other Her Majefty's good Subjefts, being Floufholders within the fame Town,
are hereby refpeftively impowred to take up and apprehend, or caufe to be ap-

prehended any Indian, Negro or Molatto Servant or Slave that fliall be found

Abroad after nine a Clock at Night, and ftiall not give a good and fatisfadtory

Account of their Bufinefs, make any Difturbance,or otherwife mifbehave them-

felves i
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felves •, and forthwith convey them before the next Juftice of the Peace (if it

be not over-late in the Night) or to reftrain them in the common Prifon,Watch-

Houfe, or Conftable's Houfe, until the Morning •, and then caufe them to ap-

pear before a Juftice of the Peace, who fhall order them to the Houfe of Cor-

reftion to receive the Difcipline of the Houfe,and then be difmifs'd •, unlefsthey

be charged with any other Offence, than Abfence from the Families whereto

they refpeftively belong, without Leave from their refpeiStive Mafters or Ow-
ners. And in iuch Towns where tjiere is noHoufe of Correjftion, to be openly

whipped by the Conftable, not exceeding ten Stripes.

CHAP. V.

An A£t relating to Executors and Admi-
niftrators.

FOR the letter preventing of Executors or Adminiftrators doing of iVrong, or 4. ifr. & M.

falfifying of the Triifi in them repofed : ca. 2.

IBe it neclareti ano enactcn bp W (ZBrccllencg tbe <Soi)etnour,

Council anD Eeprefcntatiijes, in (General Court aflfcmWED, anti og
ti)t 3Utf)0Jtt^ of t|)C faiUC, That henceforth every Executor named Executon to

in any Will, taking upon him that Charge by proving of fuch Will, within the exhibit an In-

fpace of three Months next after Probate thereof ('or at fuch further and longer pi"e°Bond!
Time, as the Judge of Probate fhall fee meet to allow, the Circumftances of

any Eftate requiring the iame^ Ihall exhibit into the Regifter's Office upon
Oath, a full and true Inventory of the whole Eftate of the Deceafed, fo far as

is then come to his Hands and Knowledge ; and fhall add thereto what and

fo much as may further afterwards appear : or otherwife fhall give Bond, with

one or more fufficient Sureties, to pay the Debts and Legacies of the Teftator :

on pain of forfeiting/w Pounds per Month, for every Month's negleft thereof penalty for

afterward, as is by Law provided for not prefenting of a Will -, and to be reco- negltd.

vered in like Manner.

Provided neverthelefs. That in Wills, where, after the Payment of Debts,and j^o Bond to

of any certain particular Legacy or Legacies, the Refidue or Remainder of the be accepted -

Eftate,is bequeathed generally to any one or more Perfons,other than the Execu- ^^"^ f^e

tors themfelves -, in every fuch Cafe, an Inventory of the Eftate Ihall be pre-
queJt^ed'in^'

fented upon Oath as aforefaid, and no Bond be accepted in Lieu thereof : And general,

the Executors fhall be liable to Account as Adminiftrators axe. by Law obliged

to do. \

And any Executor being a refiduary Legatary, may bring his Aftion of Executor be-

Account againft his Co-Executor or Executors, of the Eftate of the Teftator in '"S refiduary

their Hands •, and may alfo fue for and recover his equal and rateable Part
mirfuclii*

thereof. And any other refiduary Legatary fhall have like Remedy againft the Co-Exscucor.

Executors.

ann lie it furtf)er cnaften tij) tfje autfjo^itp afo?efaiti, That aii Writs
^,^; ^

of Attachment and Execution fhall run only againft the Goods or Eftate of the
taehment &c

Party deceafed in the Hands of his Executor or Admfniftrator, and not againft not to go' a-

their Bodies ; nor fhall any Executor or Adminiftrator be held to fpecial Bail gainS the

upon mean Procefs, nor his own proper Goods or Eftate be feifed, or hisPerfon ^'^^^ °* ^''^

be arrefted, or taken in Execution for the Debts or Legacies of the Teftator or AdmiaXa'-'^
Inteftate -, but upon Suggeftion of a Wafte, and Return made by the Sheriff tor.

Nulla Bona, or Devaftavit.

In which Cafe, a Scire Facias (hall be ifTued out of the Clerk's Office of the sdre Facias to

fame Court, againft fuch Executor or Adminiftrator,and ScireFaci beingreturned, be granted on

if the Executor or Adminiftrator ftiall make Default ofAppearance ; or coming ^"SS^Aio"

in, fhall not ftiew fufficient Caufe to the contrary, Execution fhall be adjudged "' Wafte.

X and
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and awarded againft him ot his own proper Goods and Ellate, to the Value of
fuch Wafte, where it can be afcerrained,otherwife for the whole Sum recovered ;

and for want of Goods or Eftate, againft his Body.

Executoriand 9nD 1)0 it fUttfjet EnaftCD ant) DCClaren, That every Executor or Ad-
Adminiftra- miniftrator, fhall make Payment of the Debts and Legacies of the Teftator or

Pa"mcn"^'rr
I"'^^^^'^^' ^"^ Specie, if fuch he hath as Affettsinhis Hands ; and if he hath not;

Specie
"^ *"

^^^ ^^me in Kind, he fhall expofe the Eftate to the Creditor or Legatary,to take
his Satisfaftion thereof, at his Eleftion, at a due and equal Rate and Value by
Apprizers then to be indifferently named and fworn. And wherejudgment and
Execution fhall be awarded for any Debt or Legacy to be paid in Money ; and
the Executor or Adminiftrator hath not Money of the Teftators or Inteftates as

The EKate ro AfTetts in his Hands, the Sheriff fhall levy the Goods or Eftate of the Deceafed,
be expofed :o and expofe the fame to a publick and open Sale for .jVlQney, at the. befl: Rate and

^' Value that he can ; and thereout pay fuch Debt or Legacy, and his own Fees,

with the neceiTary reafonable Charges ari(jng-on the Sale, and return the

Over-plus (if any be) to the Executor or Adminiftrator : or ejfe fhall pay and
fatisfy the Creditor or Legatary out of the Goods, or Eftate ievyed,- if he fee

Caufe to accept the fame, at the Value iaMoney, upon a due and equalApprize-

ment made by fufficient Perfons upon their Oaths, to be indifferently, named
and appointee! for that Purpofe : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contraq:

in any wife notwithftanding.

Upon Rever
fal of Judg

CHAP. VI.

Aa Adt relating to Appeals fromJudgments
in Bar or Abatement.

All Pleas in /^IPJ"^ it euacteti &pW CrceHcncg t6e ©otiernour. Council ana
Bar or Abate- luj Eeprcfentatiues in General Court atremWeu, anD t)p t&e

made'ori i-

^^ ^UtijO^itg Of tfjC fame. That all Pleas in Bar or Abatement fhall be

rally in"the made originally in the Inferiour Court, in Suits there brought, and at the firft

Inferiouc bringing forward thereof, before any ilTuable Plea made. And when a Writ
Court. fhall by Judgment of Court be bar'd or abated, and the Plantiff or Demandant

appeals from fuch Judgment to the Superiour Court of Judicature ; if upon
hearing the Appeal, the Superiour Court, notwithftanding thePleas made inBar

mcnt in Bar or Abatement, adjudge the Writ to be good and well brought,they fhall reverfe

or Abatement the Judgment of the Inferiour Court, and award to the Appellant his full Cofts
the Caufe to

^^ \^qx[\ Courts : And the next SefTio'n of the Inferiour Court holden for the

to^the Infe"!*-
^^"^^ County, fhall proceed to Trial of the Merit of the Caufe upon the fame

our Court. Writ, without any Delay, a new entry thereof being made.

Goodi, Eftate And all GoodS and Eftate Attached, and Sureties or Bail given,fhall continue
and Bail ro and be a like refponfable in Manner as is by Law provided, to fatisfy the prin-
an goo

. ^ip^j jmjgrng[^[ ypQj^ f^jf,}-^ Xrial, as if no intermediate Judgment had been ren-

ThelikeRule
^'^^'^ '^^ given. And the fame Rule and Method of proceeding to be obferved

for Appeal* J" Appeals to be made from the Judgment in Bar or Abatement given by any

froma Jaflice Juftice of the Peace, to the InferiourCourt of Common Pleas : Any Law,Ufagc
or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

Saving always^ That in Suits wherein the Queen is concerned, upon the Su-

Saving. periour Court's reverlal of any Judgment given in Bar or Abatement, the faid

Court fhall proceed to try the Caufe,

A N
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:^!gainO; Countttfeitms JBUls of (Lxtm, « 6

1

An Ad,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of Her Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Majfachujetts-Bay in Neiv-England, Begun and Held at Bojion,

upon Wednefday the thirty-firft of May, 1704.

CHAP. I.

~~

An A£l of Privilege to the Members of the

General Affembly, and Judges of Affize,

UPON Confideration that feveral Members of the Council, and divers of the

Reprefentatives live in the remote Parts of the Province, and are occajloned PfcamWiZ.

to be at confiderable Charge and Expence in travelling and attending of Her Ma-
jefly's Service in the Great and General Court or Affembly, over and above their

flated Allowance by Law. As alfo, that the Judges of Affize are put to confidera-

ble Charge and Expence in riding of the Circuit :

'35c it cnaact) bp W Crcellemp tU <^o^emoui% Council ano
iReprcfentatitJCS in General Court aiTemtJleo, ano bg tfje autf)o?it/? son or scr-

OftI)C fame, That every Member of the Council, each Reprefentative ofvamsey^empt-

any Town or Diftrift, and each Judge of Affize within this Province, during
t^jVo^t'^^''"

their continuance in the faid refpeftive Offices, Employnaent and Truft ; fhall
* ^ ^'

enjoy the Privilege of having one Son or Servant, ffuch as they fhall choofe,

dwelling in the Houfe) exempted and freed from all Impreffes, Detachments,

and military Exercifes ; except watching in their Turn, as the Law provides :

Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

An Aft,
Paffed by the Great and General Court orAffembly of HeriMajefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton, upon

Wednefday the thirty-firft of May 1704. And continued by Proroga-

tion unto Wednefday the fixteenth of Auguf following, and then met.

C HAP. II.

An Aft againft Counterfeiting the Bills of
Credit on this Province.

HEREAS byReafon of the prejure of the War, and the impoffibility that

the Money ^ Plate and Bullion within this Province,can fupport theCharge Additional

thereof ; the Government have thought it neceffary for carrying on the hSis,

puMick Affairs, and anfwering of the prefent Demands of Soldiers and 12 ^ ca. S,

Seamen employed in the Service ; to order the imprinting, ftamping andfigning of a
J' -f- ^^f-

certain Number of Bills of Credit of feveral Sums, by Commifftoners thereto duly '. q ^l' ^[

authorized and impowred : Which Bills have been iffued, and obtained a goodCur-

rency, and very much facilitated a Difpatch of the neceffary Occafions of theWar

;

qnd have alfo been of great Advantage to Trade. Neverthelefs fome ill difpofed

and wicked Perfons defigning the Hurt of this Province, and of Her Majefty's

good Subjeffs within the fame ; and for bafe Lucre and Gain to themfelves, have

forged and uttered feveral coimterfeit Bills, in Imitation of the twentyShilling Bill

of Credit on this Province ; thereby impofing a vile Cheat and Coufenage on fome

lefs difcerning and unwary Perfons :

For Remedy and Prevention whereof :

IBe it ncclaretj anti enafteD tip W Crcellencp tbe (Sosaernour, Penairy lor

Council anD Eeptefentatitie0, in (General Court affcm&leD, anD tip mak.ngorut-

tl)e SUtbOlit^ of i\>Z fame. That whofoever fhall prelume to forge, '^''"g °f.^

counterfeit, or utter any Bill or Bills (knowing the fame to be falfe and counter- "jn"''^'*''

X 2 feit)

w
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i6z %u, #JtcD, Xtitpentine, &c,

feitj of the Tenor, or in Imitation of any of the Bills of Credit on this Province

byLaw eftablifhed -, or that fhall counfel, advife, procure, or any Ways affifr,

in the forging, counterfeiting, imprinting, ftamping or figning of any fuchfalfe

Bills ; or engrave any Plate, or make any other Inftrument to be ufed for that

Purpofe : Every Perfon and Perfons fo offending, being thereof convidled, (hall

be punilhed in fuch Manner as is by Law provided againft Forgery -, and be
branded on the right Cheek with a hot Iron with the Letter F. And fhall

pay doubleDammages to everyPerfon known to be defrauded and cheated by the

faid falfe Bills. And in Cafe the Offender or Offenders be not able to defrey

the Charge of their Imprifonment, they fhall be employed in and about any
fuch bafe fervile Labour or Work, as any two Juftices of Peace, ^orum Unus,

fhall order, for the defreying of their Prifon Charges and Support.

And fhall alfo forfeit to Her Majefly Her Heirs or SuccefTors, fuch Part and
fo much of their Goods, Chattels, Lands or Tenements, as fhall amount to

treble the Sum and Sums expreffed in the Bill or Bills fo counterfeited or uttered -,

to be applied for and towards the Support of the Government within this Pro-

vince.

ann tie it furtf)et cnacten tig tfje 9utf)0?itp aforefaiD, That whofo-

R ward for
^^^"^ ^^^^ "^^^^^ Difcovery and give Information of fuch vile wicked Practice,

D^fcovcry."'^ of making or knowingly putting off any falfe and counterfeit Bills, fo that the

Perfon or Perfons guilty thereof be rendredtojufticeandconviifted : every fuch

Informer fhall have and receive as a Reward for his good Service therein, the

Sum of fifty Pounds, to be ordered out of the publick Treafury ; and to be re-

paid into the Treafury out of the Offenders Goods or Eflate, fo far as that will

extend, by Order of the Court where the Conviftion fhall be.

Penalty for ^iiD futtfict U it enafteo t)5 tf)e autboiit^ afo?efait), That every
3'«""g the Perfon convifted of altering or increafing the Sum or Figures fet and exprefTed

dir, or Forge- '" ^"Y °f "^^^ ^'^^^ "'^ Credit on this Province
; or of forging or counterfeiting

ing any any Name, Hand, Stamp, or other private Mark, that fhall or may hereafter be
Name, &c. ordered to be made or fet thereon, Ihall be punifhed for either of the Offences
thereto.

aforcfaid, in the fame Manner as is provided by Law for the Punifhment of

Forgery ; and be further fentenced by theCourt before whom the Conviflion is,

to pay treble Dammages to the Parties injured thereby.

Ads and Laws,

PafTed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton upoo
Wednefday the thirtieth of May 1705. And continued by feveral ProrO"

gations until Wednefday the twenty-fourth of O£fober following, and then

met, being their third Seffion.

CHAP. I.

An A(5t for regulating the Aflize of Cask
for Tar, Pitch, Turpentine and Rozin ^

and for preventing Frauds and Deceits

in the faid Commodities.

15 J. ca. 2.

fk\y\<& it enaftcu ftpW Crccllencp t!)c (S5oi)etnour, Council anu

Juj IReprcfentatitjes in General Court alTemftleD, ann ftp tfte m--^^ tftOritg of tfte fame. That from and after the lafl of March next,

7 A. ca. 3. Jnno One Thoufand feven Hundred and fix, all Cask made for Tar, Pitch,

Turpen-

Additional

Aa,
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Turpentine and Rozin within this Province, fliall be of the Gage and Affize

following ; That is to fay : Barrels for Tar, to be thirty two Gallons •, and half Gage of Cask.

Barrels, fixteen Gallons ; and none under : And Cask for Pitch,Turpentine and
,j, , „

Rozin, to be of thirty five Gallons •, and made of found well feafoned Timber.
j^°^i^.^^

"" ~

And that each Cooper Ihall fet his diftinft Brand-Mark on all his Cask fo made

for thofe Commodities.

And that there be a fit Perfon or Perfons nominated and appointed annually Viewenand

in all Places where the faid Commodities are made or vended, to be Gagers, Gagcn to be

Viewers and Surveyers of Cask made for the aforefaid Commodities ; and mark ^PP°>"'«'1-

fuch as they find Merchantable and of due Affize : For which Service theCooper

that employs them, fhall Tp^yjixteen Pence per Ton, for what they fhall mark. Their Fee.

And the Seledl-Men of every Town in this Province, where fuch Commodities

are made or vended, fhall choofe and appoint a fit Perfon or Perfons fomeTime
in the Month of March annually, not only for Gaging the Cask before they

are filled; but for fearching and proving them afterwards, and marking fuch

Cask as they find Merchantable, with fuch Mark as the Sele6l-Men oftheTown
fhall appoint ; which Officers fhall take the Oath appointed by this A61:, to be

adminiftred by fuch as do Swear Town Officers in the refpedive Towns.

2m be it furtfier cnactcD t)]? t&e aut&oiit]? afoiefaiD, That the cagers ev,

Perfons fo appointed and fworn to be Gagers, Surveyors and Searchers of Cask,
^^^^IIH

Tar,Pitch, Rozin and Turpentine ; fhall at all feafonable Times on due Notice

given them, attend and perform the faid Service of Gaging Cask, andSurveying

and Searching Tar,Pitch, Turpentine and Rozin -, by clcanfing theTar ofWater,

and filling it up with good Tar -, and examining of theTurpintine, by broach-

ing it on the Head oppofite to the Bung, for the better Difcovery of Dirt and

Chips, and over-great Bungs and other Frauds.

And alfo to fee that Rozin and Pitch be well made, and the Cask well filled

and without Deceit, after the beft Manner that may be ; and to mark fuchCask

of the aforefaid Commodities as they find Merchantable,with the Mark appoint-

ed for each Town : For which Service the Officer fhall receive two Shillings rph ' F '

per Ton for fuch Cask of Tar, Pitch, Rozin and Turpentine, as he fhall fo ex-

amine and mark -, befides three Pence per Mile for travel above oneMile. And
if the Owner of the aforefaid Commodities, or Maker of the Cask xhat are

marked, refufe to fatisfy the Officer for his Fees aforementioned, he fhall have p^^g^ to

Power to detain fo much of the Commodity as will make him Satisfadtion for diftrain.

his Fees and Travel aforefaid : And if the Owner do not redeem it within

twenty-four Hours, then to expofe it to Sale -, and out of the Proceeds to fatisfy

himfelfhis Fees and Charges,returning theOver-plus (if any be) to the Owner.

ano tc it furtJ)er enacten tig t!)e 3utf)oiit2 afo?efaiti, That if any penaitj- on

Cooper ffiall expofe any Cask for the aforementioned Commodities to Sale,with- Coopers for

out his own and the Gagers Marks ; all fuch unmark'd Cask fliall be forfeited. '='''"g C^'^

And if any Perfon fhall put upTurpentine into any Cask of the aforefaidGage t rpemine

without ftraining out the Chips and Bark (as much as may be) he Ihall forfeit not to be put

every Barrel of Turpentine fo filled. "P wijhouc

And if any Perfon fhall be convided of ufing anyFrauds or Deceit inputting "'""^'"S-

up or filling any Cask with Tar, Pitch, Rozin or Turpintine ; he fhall pay aFine P=na'ty foe

oi twenty Shillings for each Cask of any of the aforefaid Commodities in which
^'3"""

any Fraud fliall be difcovered ; or be publickly whipped,as the Court ofGeneral
SefTions of the Peace, that fhall have the Cognizance thereof fhall determine,

and pay the Charge of Profecution ; and the aforementioned Commodities in

which the Deceit fhall be found, fhall be forfeited.

9ntJt)e it fUVtber CnafteSJ, That in each Sea Port Town within this Pro-
fi°","offht

vince,where the aforefaid Commodines, for any of them) are ufually fhipped to Pcacc ro ap-

go beyond Sea ; the Court of General SefEons of the Peace in each County point Survey,

refpeftively, wherein fuch Sea Port lies, fhall, at their firfl SefTion in the Spring ""• Gagers

annually, nominate and appoint, one or more fuitable Perfons to be Surveyors,
fn Sea Porc^'*

Gagers and Searchers of Tar, Pitch,Turpentine orRozin : Which Officer fhall Towns,

when



Anno Regni A N N iE Regina Qiiarto,

164 Gli^etgljts an'o i^eafttres.

when he is defired. View, Gage and Search all fuchCasksof theaforefaidCom-

modities as fhall be prefented to his View, and mark each Cask that he finds

Mercliantable, on the faired Head, with fuch Mark as the SefTions of Peace

fhall appoint -, for which Service they fhall be paid by the Shipper two Pence

for each Cask fo marked. And the faid Officers fhall be Sworn by the Seffions

that appointed them, to the faithful difcharge of their Office, or by twojuftices

of the Peace. And every fuch Surveyor is hereby impowred, by and with a

general Warrant to be made out for that Purpofe by the Governour and Vice-

Admiral for the Time being, to fearch all Ships and other Veflels, wherein he

fhall be informed or fufpeft, that anyTar,Pitch or Ro^ is fhipped contrary to

this Aa.
anB it 10 fUttf)er enaCtCD, That no Cask of Tar, Pitch, Rozin, or Tur-

pentine fliall be exported without marking as the Law directs. And if any

Mafter of any Ship or Veffel, or any other Perfon belonging thereto, fhall take

or receive on Board any fuch Ship orVeffel any Tar, Pitch,Rozin or Turpentine

not fo marked ; he or they who fhall offend therein, and be convidted thereof,

fliall ioxk'it five Shillings for each unmarked Cask fo taken on Board contrary to

Law ; and pay the Cofts of Profecution, over and above the Forfeiture of the

Goods fo unduly fhipped.

^nt! it is fu£ti)cc cnafteti bg tbe 3utbo?itp afo^efaio, That aii Fines,

Penalties and Forfeitures arifing by Force and Virtue of this Aft, fhall be one

Half to the Ufe of the Poor of theTown where the Offence fhall be difcovered

;

and the other Half to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame in any

of Her Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province.

ailtl be it fUrtJ)2t CnaCteU, That an Oath fhall beadminiftred to theOffi-

cers that fhall be chofen to Gage, Survey and Search Tar, Pitch, Rozin and
Turpentine, in the Form following : viz.

YOU- Swear, diligently and faiihfully to intend the Office of- that

you are apj^c'nted unto, within the Town of- and to difcharge the Duty
and 'Trujl thereby -eijHrred of you impartially after your beft Skill and Cunning

according to Lazv. So help you GOD.
Any Law, Ufa e or Cuflom to the contrary notwithftanding.

To fearch

Ships by
Warrantfrora

the Gover-

nour.

Cask to be

mark'd before

flipping.

Penalry for

negleft.

Fine»andFor-

fcirures how
to be difpofed.

Sealer hij

Duty & Fee.

^ IF. Sx. M.

ca. 15
iz^.ca. II.

Penalty on
Perfotii rc-

fufing to have

their Weighti
and Mcalurei

fealed.

CHAP. II.

An hSt in Addition to the A^ for due
Regulation of Weights and Mealures.

^|j^€ it enacteBftgW Crcellencp tf)e (^oiiernour. Council anB
MJ !Reprefcntati^e0 in €)encral Court affcmtJleD, ano bp tbe^^ 9iUt{}0^tpOft!3efame, That the Sealer appointed in each Town
within this Province, from Time to Time, as by the Aft Intitled, An ASf for
due Regulation of Weights and Meafures, is diredied ; fliall be and is hereby im-
powred to go to the Houfes of fuch of the Inhabitants as upon Warning given

in Manner as by the faid Aft is appointed, fhall negledl to bring or fend in their

Beams, Weights and Meafures, to be proved and fealed at the Place affigned

for that Purpofe, and fhall there Prove and Seal the fame ; and fhall demand
and receive of the Owner for every Beam, Weight and Meafure proved and
fealed two Pence, and no more : And every Perfon that fliall refute to have their

Beams, Weights and Meafures viewed, proved and fealed, fhall forfeit the Sum
o'ifive Shillings ; one Moiety thereof to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, and
the other Moiety to the Sealer ; to be recovered in Manner as by the aforefaid

Aft is provided. And if any Perfon fliall bring his Beam, Weights or Mea-
fures to be proved and fealed at any other Time than on the Day or Days fet

by the Sealer for that Purpofe, he fhall in like Manner pay two Pence for each

that fliall be tried and fealed.

9nB
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anD 6e it furtfjer cnacteti bp tfjeautbojitp afoiefaiD, ThatifanyPer- p^^'^iry fof

fon from and after the firft Day of Mzy, One Thoiifand fevenHundred and fix, " ?'^
e'efn-.j

fliall fell, vend or utter any Goods, Wares, Merchandizes, Grain or other Com- or Weights

modities vyhatfoever, by other Beams, Weights or Meafures than fuch as fliall unfeal'd.

be proved and fealed, as the Law requires ; the Pcrfon fo offending fliall lofe

and forfeit the Sum of five Shillings for each Offence of tiiatKind ; oneMoiety

thereof to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence flial) be com-

raltted, and the other Moiety to the Sealer or Informer, who fliall profecute the

fame ; to be heard and determined by one or more of Her Majel'ty's Juftices

of the Peace.

ano 6e it furtfjer cnactco bg t!)e Slutftoiitg afoiefaio, That there B.ams, scaic»

be provided by the Treafurcr of this Province, a good Beam and Scales, and a ^''"| "^^^
°^u

Neft of Troy Weights, from one Hundred tv/enty eight Ounces downward |o°'bc provi-

'

to the leaft IDenomination, marked with the Mark or Stamp ufed in Her Ma- ded by the

jefty's Exchequer, for a publick Standard. And that from and after the firft Treaturer.

Day of ORober, One Thoufand fevenHundred and fix, each Town within this ,p .^

Province fhall, at their own Cof!;, and by the Care of the Seleft-Men or Town provided

Treafurer, be provided with a Neft of Troy Weights of a differentForm,from with a Ncft

Averdupoize, the biggeft, not to be lefs than eight Ounces : As alfo Penny °^ T^°^

Weights and Grains, proved by the publick Standard, each to be marked the ^*S""-

Number of Ounces, Penny Weight or Grains which it contains ; to be for their penalty for

Town Standaxds , onPenalty of forfeiting theSum o^fivePounds,to thtUk ofthe Neglea.

County in which anyTown lies that fhall negledt to be fo provided ; by which all

TroyWeights within fuch Town fhall be proved and fealed by the Sealer thereto

appointed,who fhall be paid after theRate of zFarthing perWeight for every fuch

"Weight which he fliallProveandSeal. Andif anyPerfon fhall prefume to weigh None to

anySilver, Bullion or other Species whatfoever, proper and ufed to be weighed by '^"^^ ?''''^'"

Troy Weights, by any other Weights, or by any Beam or Troy Weights, not ^^b"'an
proved and fealed as aforefaid ; the Perfon fo offending fliall forfeit the Sum of otherWeights

fiveShilUngs,to be recovered and difpofed of inManner as is herein before provided,

for felling by other Weights and Meafures unfealed. Town Stan-

ann tic it further enacten b^ t&e autl)0?itp aforefaiD, That all Beams, ^^'^*y' *"=
:

Weights and Meafures kept for Standards in the feveral Towns fliall be proved P[°gn y"arg
and tried by the publick Standard at the end of ten Years, from Time to Time, by the Pab-

And all Town Standards fliall be ftamp'd with this Mark, viz. N. E. Any lick.andtobe

Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithflanding. marked.

antJ be it fUttbCt tJCClarCD, That the Sealer is hereby enjoined and re-
g^^,^^ ^^

quired to go to the Houfes or Store-Houfes of Merchants and others that ufually ro^ Merchant
weigh with great Beams and Weights, and there Prove and Seal the fame : for Houfes, ©"c.

which he fliall be paid by the Owner of fuch Beam and Weights, hisreafonable

Charge of carrying the Standards ; and eight Pence per Hour for his Time in

attending that Service, over and above the Fee herein before appointed.

CHAP. III.

An Aft in Addition to and Explanation of
the ASt relating to Sureties upon Mean
Proceis in Civil Adlions.

f\\Y% <B it enaScB by U^fBxttMmtp^ tbe ®ot)emour,Council ann He- ^
Mj prgfentatitiesin(^cneralCourtairembleB,aniJb3tbeautbotitg^™^ of tfje fame. That upon fpecial Bail given in anyCivilAftion according

jfr g. ^
as is fet forth in the Aft Entitled, Ai A51 relating to Sureties upon mean Procefs [^^ ^
in Civil JSions : it fliall be lawful for the Surety or Sureties at any Time or

Times before the Judgment given in fuch Caufe be affirmed againft fuchSurety

or
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Principal to or Sureties, upon a Writ of Scire Facias brought, as by the faidAft is provided,
be rendrcd in

j.^ \^^\^^ i\^q Principal iRto Court, and move to be difcharged ; and the Court

Jud"men
c"^*^

upon fuch Motion made, fhail order the Principal to be taken into Cuftody of

affirmed upon the Sheriff,who fliall detain him by the fpace of thirtyDays,that fo the Creditor
Scire Facias, by thatTime may take his Body in Execution,if he think fit ; and inCafe he be

not ferved with Execution before the expiration of the faid thirty Days, theShe-

char'-d u on
"*^ ^"^ ^^^ ^""^ thereof fliall releafe him upon the Payment of his PrifonCharges.

rendfing ["he And the Sureties from and after the rendring of the Principal in Court as afore-

Principal, and faid, and then paying to the Creditor the Coft he has been at for bringing for-
paying of ward his Suit by Scire Facias, to be adjufted in Court, Ihall be difcharged from
° *'

their Suretifhip in like Manner as if they had rendred the Principal in Court at

the Time of entring up of the Judgment, as is before provided : Any Law,
IJfage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

dth.cr^Be^ch^
^"^ ^^^ "^°^^ ^V^^^ ^'^^ m^sf//^/ Adminijiration of Jiiftice :

io be a Judge
or Attorney IgC It tieClarCB ailll enaCtCn, That no Jufl:ice of the Superiour, or ofany
in any Cafe Inferiour Court of Pleas within this Province, fliall have a Voice in judging or

b''^h'iIJ>'"j'^
determining of any Civil Aftion which has before been heard and determined

JufticTo? by him fingly, as a Jufl:ice of Peace, and hisjudgment appealed from ; norfliall

Peace. he be admitted an Attorney to plead or defend any fuch Caufe.

CHAP. IV.

An A6t to prevent Fraud in Cord-Wood
expofed to Sale,

Additional %\\1'^ it enacten ftp W €rcellencp tf)C (Soticrnout, Council antj
AS. JO iReptcfcntatitiesi in (general Court aiTemtilen, ann fig t^e
9 ^ ca. 4. ^'^^

aUt!)Olitp Of tbe fame, That all Cord Wood expofed to Sale, fliall

a Cord* of
^^ ^°"'" ^°°'- ^'^"S' accounting to half the Carf

;
and the Cord being well and

Wood. clofe laid together, fhall meafure eight Feet in length, and four Feet in height.

Wood Cord. -^"'^ '" every Town and Diftridl within this Province where Wood isufualiy

ers to be ap- fold by the Cord, the Seleft-Men (hall annually nominate and appoint fome
pointed and meet Perfons to be Wood Corders -, who fliall be fworn in like Manner as other
fworn. Town Officers, to the faithful Difcharge of their OfRce, and fliall diligendy at-

p, tend that Service -, and demand and receive three Pence, and no more perCord

for all Wood that fhall be corded by them.
9 ^.

CHAP. V.

An A6t againft Burning of Houfe?.

^It^-C it ueclaren anti enaften ijpW Crccllencp tbe (Souernour,

•JT% Council auD EeprefcntatiU'es, in (general Court affembleD,'^ ann tl^ tbe aut!)0lit2 of t^e fame. That if any Perfon of the

Age of fixteen Years and upwards, 'fliall willingly and nialicioufly, by Day or

Night, burn the dwelling Floufe of another, or other Houfe Parcel thereof-, or

clarcdHS be any Houfe built for publick Ufe -, anyBarn having Corn, Grain or Hay therein

;

Eelonjr. any Mill, Malt-Houfe, Store-Houfe, Shop or Ship : The Perfon fo offending

as aforefaid, fliall be deemed and adjudged to be a Felon ; and fhall fufFer the

Pains of Death accordingly.

CHAP.

Burning of

Houfej dc
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ro or Mo-

, ;
-c H A P. VI. ' ;.,;., ^

.
'.j;^;-/,,./, : ;•.

.

An Ad: for the better preventing of a

fpurious and mixt Iffue, &c.
Aii^C it cnaaeo bp W €i-cellenc|) tlje (Soijevnour, Council anu
)H3 Eepcefentatitie0,in®eneralC6uvt airembleD,anD t)ptf)eautf)0'
^"'^

ritp of t|)0 fame, That if any Negro, or Molatto Man fliall commie Penalty for

Fornication with an Englifh Woman, or a Woman of any other Chriflian
ti^i^^'^M^

Nation within this Province ; both the Offenders fhall be feverely whipped at ^amniaum"'
the Difcretion of the Juftices of AlTize, or Court of Genera! SefTions of the Fornicarion

Peace within the County where the Offence fliallbe committed • And the Man «ith a Chrif-

fhall be ordered to be Sold out of the Province, and be accordingly fent away '"" Woman,

within the fpace of fix Months next after Rich Order made -, And be continued

in Prifonat his Matter's Charge, until he be fent away. And theWomari fliall

be enjoyned to maintain the Child ( if any there be ) at her own Charge : And
if fhe be unable fo to do, fhe fliall be difpofed of in Service to fome of Her
Majefty's Siibjefts within the Province, for fuch Term as thejuftices of the faid

Court fliall order, for the Maintenance of the Child. '

And if any Englifh Man, or Man of other Chriftian Nation within this Pro-

vince, fliall commit Fornication with a Negro, or Molatto Woman, the Man fo p?^?i'.^
^°^ ^

offending fliall be feverely whipped, at the Difcretion of thejuftices of theCourt ^^^^ ^^^
of Afljze,or Court of General SefFions of the Peace, before whom theConviftion mining For-

fhall be , and fliall alfo pay a Fine of Jive Pounds to Her Majefty, for and to-
"'5J;"°^,

wards the Support of the Government ; and be enjoined to maintain the Child,
''"

if any there be : And the Woman fhall be fold, and fent out of the Province, fat^o!

as aforefaid.
^

And if any Negro or Molatto fhall prefume to fmite or ftrike any Perfon of Pcnalty^for

the Englifh, or other Chriftian Nation ; fuchNegro or Molatto fhall be feverely
lj^?^''°

°^

whipped, at the Difcretion of the Juftices before whom the Offender fliall be
^rikin'sa

convifted. Chriftian.

^nn 6c it furt&ct ncciatcB ano enactcD bp tijc 9utf)0?iti? aforefaiD, no chriftian

That none of Her Majefty's Englifli or Scottifh Subieds ; nor of any other to Marry

Chriftian Nation witiiin this Province, fhall contra£t Matrimony with anyNegro, ^'"'' ^ Negro

or Molatto. Nor ftial; any Perfon, duly authorized to folemnize Marriages,
°'" ^'"*'

prefume to join any fuch in Marriage •, on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of Jifly

Pounds; one Moiety thereof to Her Majefty, for and towards the Support of P="3.'fy ^°'

the Government within this Province ; and the other Moiety to him or them
j-^^h^tf Mar-

that fiiall inform and fue for tlw fame, in any of Her Majefty's Courts of Re- riage.

cord within the Province, by Bill, Plaint or Liformation.

And no Mafter fliall unreafonably deny Marriage to hisNegro,with one of the

fams Nation : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

ann hz it furtljer cnactcB by tbc Sutfjoiitji) afo?cfaiti, That from and

after the lirft Day of A-I^y, in the Year one Thouiand feven Hundred and fix, ^jj -^^p^^.^

every Mailer of Ship or Vcffel, Merchant or other Perfon, importing or bring- imporred, to

ing into this Province, any Negro or Negroes, Male or Female, of what Age be cntred &
foever, fhall enter their Number Names and Sex in the Impoft Oihce -, and the ^^^^ P^"*'

Mafter fnall inferr the fame in theManifeft of his Lading -, and fhall pay to the

Commiffioner and Receiver of the ImpoQ. four Pounds per Head for every fuch

Negro, Male or Female : And as well the Mafter, as the Ship or VefTel wherein

they are brought, fliall be Security for Payment of the faid Duty •, and both or

either of thein ftiall ftand charged in the Law therefore to the CommifTioner ;

who may deny to grant a Clearing for fuch Ship or Veffel, until Payment be ^j bot'hSe-
made ; or may recover th.e fame of the Mafter, fat theCommifTioner'sEledionj ciniiy for

by Aftion of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information in any of Her Majefty's Courts the Duty.

nf Record within this Province.

And if any Mafter of Ship or Veffel, Merchant or others fliall refufeorneg-

led to make Entry as aforefaid, of all Negroes imported in fuch Shin or VefTel •,

Y ^
^ or



Jnno Regni A N N ^ Regin^ Qiiinto. 1705.

168 ^tifoii Charges. Xoitoa iDfficccs.

or be convided of not cntring the full Number j fuch Mafter, Merchant or

other Perlbn fliall forfeit and pay the Sum of eight Pounds^ for every one that

he fhall refufe or negleft to make entry of; one Moiety thereof to HerMajelly

Pcnaltyfor for and towards the Support of the Government of this Province, and the other
not cntring Moiety to him or them that fhall inform of the fame, to be recovered by the
of Negroes, commiffioner in Manner as aforefaid.

And if any Negro imported as aforefaid, for whom the Duty is paid, fhall be

again exported within the fpaceof twelve Months, and be bona fide fold in any

other Plantation ; upon due Certificate thereof produced, under the Hand and
Seal of the Colledor or Naval Officer in fuch other Plantation, the Importer

here fhall be allowed to draw back the whole Duty of four Pounds by him
paid ; and OrLler fhall be given accordingly. And the like Advantage of the

draw back fhall be allowed to the Purchafer of any Negro ibid within this

Province, in Cafe fuch Negro happen to die within the fpace of fix Weeks
Draw back
upon Expor-

taiion 8»<;. next after Importation, or bringing into this Province.

A£ts and Laws,
PafTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of Her Majefly's Pro-

vince of the Majfachujetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofion,

upon Wednefday the twenty-ninth of May, 1706.

CHAP. I.

~ ~~~~~~

An kdi for the better fecuring thePayment
of Prifon Charges.

rHE RE AS Perfins are oft-times arrefied and imprifoned for Debt, or

Pretence thereof, not having wherewith to pay their Prifon Charges ;

and the Goaler or Prifon Keeper, is conftrained to feed and fupport them

at his own Charge, to his great Lofs :

For Prevention whereof :

lot it cnaften bp Us (SrceUcncg tU (Soticmour, Council anD He*
prefentatities, in (General Court aflembletJ, anD lip tU auti)o?itg of

tbe fame, That if any Attorney, Praftitioner in the Law, or others,

fhall caufe any Perfon to be arrefhed and imprifoned upon mean Procefs for

Debt or Pretence thereof, and the Prifoner be unable or have not wherewith to

pay his Prifon Charges ; the Perfon at whofe Suit he is committed, hisAttorney

or Lawyer that took out and caufed fuch Writ to be ferved ; in Cafe the F' in-

Attorney's cipal be out of this Province or Government, fliall (land charged for the Prifo-
liable.in cafe. ^^^.'^ p^^^^ Y)[et and Other necelTary Charges, for fo long Time as he fhall be

held and detained in Prifon upon fuch Procefs ; no further Profecution being

had thereon to a Judgment inLaw,and be liable to theGoaler orPrifon-Keeper's

AcStion for the fame : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwith-

ftanding.

CHAP. II.

An A£b for a new Choice ofTown Officers

on fpecial Occdfions.
To«n offi-

^ij^-C it enafteo bp fjisCjcccUcnc? tlje (£'Ot)crnour,Council anti Wiz--

choferat a- MJ prefcntatitie0 iu (©eneralCo'urtaucmt}leD,anDb)?tI)caiutf)Oiitj)

ny other
^^ Of t()C famC, That when by Reafon of the Non-Acceptance, Death or

Mce(inp thsn Removal ofany Perfon orPerfons chofen toOffice in anyTown at the general annu.il
thztol March, Meeting for the Choice of Town Officers, there happens to be a Vacancy or

4^.'& M. Want of fuch Officers ; the Town being orderly affembled, upon due Warn-

ca. 12. ing given and Notice of theOccafion, may proceed to a new Choice of Officers

to fupply and fill up fuch Vacancy, at any other TownMeeting, theReftriclion

of the Choice of Town Officers by Law to the Month of March annual.'y not-

withfta«ding. CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

An A<ft for ered^i^g a Powder-Houfe
within the Town of "Bofion.

WHERE JS for the better fecuring. and fafe keeping ofthepuhUckStock Preamble,

of Gun-Powder, and preventing the great Lofs andDanger by Cafualties

befalling the fame : and confidering the imminent hazard ofkeeping Pow-

der in Store-Honfes with other Goods and Merchandizes ; or in, or near to dwelling

Houfes : "The Goiiernment have thought it necejjary to order the ereSing and build-

ing of a publick Magazine or Powder-Houfe on the Common or Training-Field in

Bofton :

OBe it tijerefoic cnafteo lij?W Crcellencp tije <Sot)crnour,Council f
7='.'''' °^

ana Eeptefentattoes, in General Court afi'emtjlcti, ano t)p tf)c 3u= K^o'heT
tl)0|itl? of tljC faniC, That from and after the building and fitting the laid piace.bmthe

Houfe for the receiving and lodging of Gun-Powder, all Gun-Powder iniported Publick Pow"

and landed at the Port oi Bofton, ftall be brought to and lodged in the faid
«^«'' ^°"''^-

Magazine or Store, and not elfewhere , on Pain of Confifcation of all Powder
put or kept in any other Houfe or Place -, one Moiety thereof to and for the

Ufe and Supply of the publick Store of the Province, and the other Moiety

to the Informer -, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information in any of Her
Majefty's Courts of Record within the fame.

Saving neverthelefs. The ordinary Town Stocks of Bofton and Charleftown

from Time to Time •, the Fortifications and Garrifons immediately under the Saving.

Governour's Command -, the Quantity of ffty Pounds at a Time in a Shop for

Sale ; and fuch Part of the publick Stores as fhall be direfled by theGovernour ^ "jj^. ^^io^
and Council, from Time to Time : to be lodged in other Place or Places. thii K€t.

antj tie it further enaaxD tJp tf)C autf)0?itp afoiefaiD, That for aii

Powder belonging to Merchants or other private Perfons put into the faid Ma-
gazine, there fhall be paid to the Ufe of the Province, vne Shilling per Barrel payment foe

at the Receipt thereof ; and fix Pence per Barrel per Month, for three Months Merchant*

• next after the firft ; and then four Pence per Barrel perMonth, during it's lying P°»''^'^'

there : Out of which (if there be fufficient to anfwer it,) the Charge of looking

after the faid Houfe, and the Powder lodged there, fliall be defreyed fromTime .

to Time, The Governour and Council to give neceifarylnftruftions andOrders Council to

from Time to Time, as they fhall think fit, for regulating the keeping of all give Inftmc-

Powder put into the iaid Magazine, for the preferving thereof ; and that it be 'ion». ^^
turned once a Month at the leaft.

And the Keeper of the faid Houfe Ihall duly attend at proper Hours to be
Ho^"t°^ ^jt

affigned by the Gorernour and Council, for the receiving and delivering out of tend.

Merchants Powder. How the

And if at any Time the Payment for Merchants Powder (anAccount whereof Charge of

Ihall be rendred on Oath) will not defrey the Charge of looking after the faid Hourif rL
Houfe, fo much as is wanting, fhall be paid o«t of the publick Treafury. bedeheyed,

\^At a Great and General Court held ^/Bofton,o« thefecondDay (7/March,i 72 r.

^eftion, "Whether in the A& In titled, Jn ^3 for ereSing of a Powder-Houfe

in the Town of Bofto/i, made in the fifth Tear of §lueen Anne ; the Saving therein

mentioned doth not intend all the Gun-Powder belonging to the Province f

Refolved in the Affirmative -, ajid that it is to be conftrued and underftood of all

Powder removed by Order of the Governour and Councilfor the Province Service^

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

An Ad for the better preventing of
Criminals avoiding of Juftice.

^112: <2B it Dccfeten ano enaftcD bpW Crceliencg tfje ®otietnour,

'Jln^ Council anD Ecptcfematiue0 in (Scnecal Court afifembleij,^"^ anD bp ttie 9Uti)0?itp of tbe fame, That all Warrants and
Summons in Crmiinal Matters, ilTuing out of the Clerk's Office of the Court
of General Seffions of the Peace for any County, upon Complaint, Prefentment

or Indiftment lying before fuch Court ; fhall run through the feveral Counties

within the Province, and be duly executed by the Officer or Officers to whom-
they are diredled, according to the Tenor thereof; as is already by Law pro-

vided for Writs in Civil Caufes.

Warrant &c.

out of I he

Clerk of the

Peace Office

To run thro'

the Provitice.

liW. ca, 2,

Ads and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of Her Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Majfachujetts-Bay in Neio-Evgknd, Begun and Held at Bojioti^

upon Wednefday the twenty-eighth of May, 1707. , j

AfftfTors.

Colleftors

C H A P. I.

^n Ad in Addition to theAd diredinghow
Rates or Taxes to be granted by the

; General AfTembly, fhall be affeffed and
colleded.

*f/f7HE RE AS the feveral Towns within this Province are byLaw impow-

M/i/ red annually to choofe/ljfejfors diftinSifrom theSekSi-Men, for the affejjing

f f of the 'Towjis proportion of all publick Taxes laid from Time to Time, by
' Order of the General Aferakly :

OBe it DcciareD antj enafteu Dg fjisi Cx-ccllencj? tfit (Sotsetnour,

Council ant) meprefgntati\)e0 in (General Court affemSleu, anD &3

tfit 2tUt!bO|itp of t^0 fain0, That the Afleflbrs from Time to Time chofen

in each Town'diftinft from the Sele£t-Men, fhall be theAlTeffors of fuchTown's

Proportion aHb, to the County and TownCharges : who fhall likewife be under

Oath to the Difcharge of that Truft, according to the Rules and Direftions iii

the Law in that Refpedl, and to be under the like Penalty for not accepdng

and ferving as is by Law direfted for the Province Tax.

And every Town may choofe a CoUedtor or Colleftors for the gathering of

the County and Town Charges, if the Inhabitants fliall think fit ; as the Law
provides for the Province Taxes : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary

not\vithftanding.

Prcfujiblf;

CHAP. II.

AnAdfor the regulating offreeNegroes,cj?*^.

WHEREAS in the feveral Towns and PrecinSs within ikisProvime^hers

are federal free Negroes and MolattOes able of Body, and fit for LcMur-,

who are not charged with Trainings^ Watches, and other Services required of Her

Majefiy's SubjeSfs ; whereof they have Share in the Benefit :
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OBc it enaftcD tp }}ig CrccUcncj) tl)e (^oueinour. Council atiDiRe^

ntcfentatities, in (General Court affcmblcD, anD O^ tbe ^utfjo^ity of N.groc, &'..

tbe fame, That the Seleft-Men of each Town or Precinft, be, and hereby £ ^^"nV"
are impowred to Order and Require fo many Days Work yearly of each free Trainings &p«

Male Neo-ro, or Molatto, able of Body, dwelling within fuch Town or Pre-

ctnft •, in-repairing of the High-Ways, cleanfing the Streets ; or other Service

for the common Benefit of the Place, as at the Difcretion of the Seleft-Men,

may be judged an Equivalent to the Services performed by others, as aforefaid.

And every Negro or iVSolatto as aforeiaid, being duly warned by the Seleft-

Men, or other Pcrfon appointed by them, that fhall negleft or refufe to attend

and perform the Labour and Service at the Place and Time, as he is diredled
; Penalty for

fhall forfeit and pay to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town or Precincl/wi'M- negleft.

Un'^s per Diem, for each Days neg!e£t of his Duty in that Refped.,
.

9nD tJe it fUrtlbCt CUaCteD, That all free Male Negroes,, or Molattoes, of

the A^^e of fixteen Years and upwards, able of Body, in Cafe of Alarm, fhall

make their Appearance at the Parade of the military Company of the Precin6l To attend in

wherein they dwell ; and attend llich Service as thefirft Commiflion Officer of cafe ofAIarni.

fuc^h Compajiy fhall direft, during the Time the Company continues in Arms
;

on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of tivcnty ohilUngs, to the Ufe of the Company,

or performing eight Days Labour, as aforefaid ; without reafonable Excufe

made and accepted, for not attending.
,

ant! U it fUttfjer CnaftetJ, That every free Negro or Molatto, who fhall
Jo'u.ScrvanT.'

harbour or entertain any Negro or Molatto Servant in his or her Houfe, without

the Leave and Confent of their refpeccive Matters or MiftrefTes ; fhall forfeit

and pay the Sum of five Shillings, to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, for

each Offence. Punifhment

And if any Negro or Molatto as aforefaid, fhall be unable to pay his or her in Cafe ofno^

j'lne •, or fhall negleft or refufe to attend the Labour aflign'd him as aforefaid; pay'"& theiB

any of Her Majefty's Juftices upon Complaint thereof made, are hereby 'im-
^^^"

powered to commit fuch Delinquent to the Houfe of Correftion, there to re-

ceive the DifcipHne of the Houfe, and to be kept to hard Labour double the

Number of Days afTigned him to Work as aforefgid ; or as is the Sum of his

Qr her Fine, at the Rate of one Shilling per Diem.

Ads and Laws,
PafTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of Her Majefly's Province

of the Majfachufetis-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fixth Day of May, i 7.0 8.

CHAP. I.

An AS: in Addition to and Explanation of
the Ad: for prevention of common
Nufances.

T7C1 HERE /IS in the AEl IntitJed, An J£l forPreventipn of commonNufmcei

V y arifing by Slaughter-Houfes, Still-Honfis, fallow-Chandlers and~Curriers,

made cndpafs'd in the fourth Tear of the Reign <?/ &«|-William and Sl^.eenMziy ; 4 W. & M.

31t tlS OireCten anD OfOereD, " That there be Houfes fpccially affign'd for ca. 8.

" the killing of Meat, Diftilling, trying of Tallow, and currying of Leather,
" where they may be lefs offenfive : And that the faid Callings be exercifed
" in no other Places :

TBe it BeclareQ ann cnaaeQ jbg \\% Cjccellencg t&e <Soi)ccnout»
Council ano IRcprefentattoes, in General Court aiCsmbleD, ano frp

ti)e amWtg of ti]£ famCj That thedrelilng.of Leaiter, .^iiherwith

Lime
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LeatherDrcf- Lime, AUum or Oil ; and pafticiilarly the latter, is intended, comprehended,
fer! cotnpre ^^^ £-^ ^^ j^^ underllood in the faid Aft under the Denomination of Curriers ;

tiiT'^Dcnomi- and is hereby declared a common Nufance -, atKl forbidden under the Pains and

nadon of Penalties in the faid Ad; mentioned.

Curtiers.
^ „___„_^ —__=___

CHAP. II.

An Aft in addition to the A6t for the

Relief of Idiots and diftra6ied Perfons.

HERE AS in and by the Aa Intitled, An Aft for the Relief of Idiots

and dirtracled Perfons ; nmde andpafs'd Sexto Wiilielmi et Maris, the

Juftices of the Supericiir Court of Judicature are direSied and impozvred to licence

and authorize the SekEi-Men or Overfeets of tbePoor of the Town orPlace xvhereto

fuch impotent or diftraSed Perfon belongs ; or fuch others as the faid Juflicesjhall

think fit, to make Sale of the Houfing and Land of any fuch impotent or diflraSlei

Perfon ; the Produce thereof upon Sale to be fecured, improved and imphyed ts

and for the Ufe Relief and Safety of fuch Perfon, as the Juftices fmll dire£l ; as

long as the Perfon fijall live, or until he or fjoe be refiored to be of fmnd Mind :

And the Overplus {if any be) to and for the Ufe of the next and right Heirs of

fuch Pariy : which Ufes being fo rcfirained and limitted, thejuftDehts of theParty^

(in Cafe fuch there be) cannot be paid thereout ; nahich expofes the Eftate to Lofs

-and Charge of Laiv-Suits for recovery thereof

:

T&z it tf)ercfo?t ncclaveD ann cnaftcD &p fjisCrccilcncp t&e <^ot)er^

Rft.r. „f nouc. Council ano Eeprcfentatities, in <^eneral Court affembl^,
mrafted ann W tbe mt\)miV. of tbe fame, That the Goods, chattels, Houfing
Perfoni, fub. and' Lands of any impotent or diftradted Perfon, or the Produce thereof upon
j^ to the Sale made, by Licence and Impowerment as aforefaid, be fubjeft in the firft

t^eL^Deb"! ^'^'^^^ ^^^ ^^ accordingly fo direfted and applied to the Payment of the jufl:

Debts owing by fuch Perfon, which were contradled before the Time of his or

her Diftraftion : Any Reftriftion or Limitation in the afore-recited Aft, Law,
Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

6fr
ca. 2.

An Aa,

4 ^. ca, 4,'

Paffed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fixth Day of May, 1708. And continued by

feveral Prorogations unto Wednefday the fixteenth of February following,

and then met.

CHAP. III.

An hdi in addition to the A£tfor regulating

the AfTize ofCask for Tar,Pitch, Turpen-
tine, &c, and for preventing Frauds and
Deceit in the faid Commodities.

/ijj^C it cnactcn bgW Crcellcncp tbc <©oi)etnout, Council anu
/jfi meptefentatiioes in General Court alTemblcri, anQ bg tU
^""^

9[Utf)0Utg of t&C fame. That all Perfons from and after the Publica-

tion of this A<ft, who are Makers or Drawers of Tar, Pitch, Turpentine and

Rozin
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Rozinin any Town within this Province, (hall after the making thereof, and Tar, &c,o

before they cxpofe the fame to Sale, fet the firft Letters of their Names, with a
J'^^'j^^j'J^ ^ °[^

Brand-Mark, on the beft Head of the Barrel they put it up in; and ftall alfo abr-and(v/a k

caufe the fame firfc to be fearched by the Searcher : and upon his Certificate, & upon Ccr-

to be entred by the Town Clerk, in a particular Book for that End, with the '^ficate from

Name of the Owner, Time of Entry, and Mark, in the Head of every Barrel ; [o bcreg^flred

in the Town where the Maker or Drawer lives. And the Town Clerk fliall be

paid by the Owner thereof for recording and giving out Certificate, the Sum
ofj/x Pence hreach Parcel. And all Tar, Pitch Turpentine and Rozin that

i,°"f",R^,'
fhall be fold, difpofed of or tranfported out of the Town where it is made, be- pjfter & Cer-

fore it be fearched, marked, both with the Marker and Searcher's mark, and lificate.

recorded as aforefaid, fhall be forfeited. And if any Man (hail prefume to

counterfeit another Man's Mark on any of the faid Commodities, he fliall pay P'^nalfy fpf

as a Fine the Sum oifour Pounds for each Barrel he fhall make a counterfeit jng^'hrMa'rk.

Mark upon.

And the refpedliveOfficers appointed and to be appointed in each Sea- Port- „ ,

Town within this Province, to Search, Survey and Gage all Tar, Pitch, Tur- chTn!r''bciorc"

pentine and Rozin, according to the Law, fliall be paid for all of the faid Com- {.hipping,

modities, that fhall be exported out of the Province, by the Shipper, the Sum
of three Pence per Barrel, for their Service therein, infliead of the two Pence per

Barrel in the Law already enafted.

9nD it 10 further enacteD tip tbe autf)0|itp afojefaiD, That all Fines,

Penalties and Forfeitures arifing by Force and Virtue of this Aft, fliall be

the one Half to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, where the Offence fliall be

difcovered, and Seizure made -, and the other Half to him or them that fliall Finei & For-

informand fue for the fame, in any of Her Majefty's Courts of Record within <eiturc_how

this Province : Any Law, Ufage or Cufl:om to the contrary notwithflanding. "''' <ii(pofed

An Aa,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of Her Majefliy's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day of May, 1709.

CHAP. I.

An Ad for the Upholding and Regulating
of Mills.

"f/fZ^E i? E JS frequently there are diversPartners,Owners of Mills ere5ied

a/m/ for the common Ufe and Benefit of the refpe^ive Towns wherein they are,
^^^'^'^°^^-

f f and oft-times improved by the Inhabitants of Neighbouring Towns : And
forafmuch as by Reafon of T)ifagreement, Death or Decay offome of the

Partners, or perplexity by Entail on their Defendants, Mills femetimes fall to

defpair, and are rendred ufelefs and tmferviccable, if not totally demolifhed, to the

Hurt and Detriment of the Publick, as well as Lofs to the other Partners, who
fiand ready to advance their Parts of the Charge for repairing, amending, or re-

building of the fame :

TBe it tl)2tz(oiz cnaftcti ftp U3 CrccUencp tU <^ot)ernour,Council
Additional

antj iRcprefcntatiiJCg in <3ehzm\ Court alTcmbleD, atiD bg ttcau^ i.j.cz. 9.

ti)0?itp of tfjC fame, That when and fo often as it fliall happen any Mill, or

Mills, Mill Dam, Flood Gates, Sluces, running Gear, or Appurtenances, to be
demolifhed, broken, worn out, or ftand in Need of Repair and Amendment, it

fliall and may be lawful to and for any one or more of the Partners, on Know-
ledge thereof, to notify and fummon a general Meeting of the whole, at the

j^jj,Yng.
faid Mill or Mills, on a certain Day and Time, within fifteen Days next after

the
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the iffuing of fuch Notification or Summons, to confult ar,d agree about thd
rebuilding or repairing of fuch Mill or Mills, or Appurtenances, Or Defe(as
therein, to make them ferviceable. -f

And if any Partner being fo notifyed, fhall negleft to attend fuch Meetino-

•

or being met fhall refufe to agree with the major Part of the Interefted for'

rebuilding, repairing and fitting up of fuch Mill or Mills, fo as to make them-
ferviceable, or to pay his Part of the Coft and Charge thereof, the reft of the'

^
Partners, being the major Part of the Interefted, may diredt andcaufe the fame
to be done, and fliall be reimburfed and paid fuch Sum or Sums as they or any-
of them fhall advance and diiburfe thereon, over and above their own refpeftive

Shares and Proportion, vi^ith Intereft for the fame in the Interim, out of the faid

Mill or Mills, or the Profits or Earnings thereof And it fhall and may be law-

ful for them, and they are hereby impowred to demand, fue for, recover and'

receive the fame accordingly : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary-

notwithftanding.

ano tie it further enaftcn bp t&e 9utf)o?itj? afio?efain, That every
Miller fhall be provided ot Scales and Weights to weigh Corn to and from the
Mill, if defired : And the Toll for grinding all forts of Grain, fhall be one
fixteenth Part, and no more : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary

notwithftanding. ' .

Provided, That nothing herein contained fhall be conftrued to annul or make
void any particular Contraftor Contracts made or to be made, refpeftinf the

Repairs of. any Mill or Mills.

Major Part

of thelnte-

refted to di-

rcd.

Advance fdr

any Partner

how fo be

Secured.

Saving.

An Act,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in NewEngland, Begun and Held at Bofion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day of May, 1709. And continued by
feveral Prorogations unto Wednefday the twenty fixth of OEloher following,

and then met.

Penalty for

digging or

breaking up
the Ground
in any High-
Way,Street,

&c. without

approbation.

Drains and

common
Shorei to be
regulated by
the Seka.
Men.

CHAP. II.

An A3: for regulating of Drains, and
common Shores.

Fo R -preventing of Ineonvenieneies and Dammages by frequent breaking up

the High Ways, Streets and Lanes in Towns, for the laying and repairing of

Drains, or common Shores, and of Differences ariftng among Partners in

fuch Drains, or common Shores, about their Proportion of the Charge for

making or repairing the fame :

TBe it cnafteo by U& CrccUcncg tht <$o\3crnour. Council antt iRe--

prcfentatities, in General Court airemblcri, ann tp tf)C 9utf)0?itp of

ti}t fame. That from and after the twenty-fifth Day of March in the Year of

our Lord, One Thoufand feven Hundred and ten, no Perfon may prefume to

dig or break up the Ground, in any High-Way, Street or Lane, within any

Town, for the laying, repairing or amending of any Drain, or common Shore,

without the Approbation and Confent of the Seledt-Men, fignified in writing

under the Lland of, the Town-Clerk, on Pain of forfeiting twenty Shillijtgs, to

the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town, to be levied by Warrant from any one of

Her Majefty's Juftices of the Peace ; and to make good all Dammages occa-

fioned by fuch Breach.

3ntl ht it fUltfjCt Cna9;Ci3, That ail Drains and common Shores for t'le

draining of Cellars hereafter to be made or repaired in anyStreeisor HighWays,

(liall befubftantially done with Brick or Stock, in fuch Manner as the Seledt-

Men of the Town Ihall drrefl.

And
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And that it fhall and may be lawful to and for any one or more of thelnha- Libtrry ro

bitants of any Town, at his or their own Coil and Charge, to make and lay a [?'' i'

'^'"'''

common Shore, or main Drain for the Benefit of themfelves and others, that common
fhall think fit to join therein. And every Perfon that fhall afterwards enter Shore,

his or her particular Drain into fuch common Shore, or main Drain •, or by any Pcfons rc-

more remote Means receive Benefit thereby, for the draining of their Cellars or
^'^'|'hcfcbv'"to

Lands ; fliall be obliged to pay unto the Owner or Owners of fuch common pay towards

Shore, or main Drain, a proportionable Part of the Charge of making or re- ihe Charge;

pairing the fame ; or fo much thereof as fliall be below the Place where any ^' the Judg-

particular Drain joins or enters thereinto -, at the Judgment of the Sele6l-Men Selea- Men.
of the Town, or major Part of them.

Saving a Right of Appeal to the Court of General Seffions of the Peace, to Appeal,

the Party aggrieved at any fuch Determination.

Provided, This Adt Ihall not extend to the altering of any particular Agree- Cootraa*

meat orContra(5t,made betwixcPerfons interefl:ed inanyDrain or common Shore.
^^''^^-

'
' An Ad,

PafTed by the Great and General Court or AlTembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in Neisj-Englayid^ Begun and Held at Bofton, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day of May, 1709. And continued by

feveral Prorogations unto Wednefday the firft of February following, and

then met.

CHAP. III.

An A£t to prevent Nufances by Hedges,
Wears,andotherIncumbrances,obftmd-
ing the Paflage of Fifli in Rivers.

^I[2<S it enaftcD bp W CjcceUcncg tfje ©oticinour. Council anD obarua.on

20 Eeprefentatit)e0,in<^eneralCoutt airemt)leD,anD t)g t&eautbo= of the courfs
^"^

ritg of ttje fame, That no Wears, Hedges, Fifh-garths, Stakes, of l-'*^ '" R '-

Kiddles, or other Difturbance or Incumbrance, fhall be fet, ereftedor made, on ^"^„ &>c
or a-crofs any River, to the flopping, obftrudling or ftraitning of the natural a common

'

or ufual Courfe and PafTage of Fifh in their Seafons, or Spring of the Year, Nufance,

without the Approbation and Allowance firft had and obtained from the Gene-

ral SefTions of the Peace in the fame County : who are hereby authorized and

impowred, on Application made to them at their SefFions, to grant liberty for

the fame -, or to deny it, as they fhall fee it to be either a publick Good orDam-
mage ; and fo yearly from Time to Time, to be allowed or difallowed, as they

fhall direft.

And that all Wears, Hedges, Fifh-garths, Stakes, Kiddles, or other Incum- None ro be

brance whatfoever, fet up and made, or hereafter to be levied, fet up or made 'e''"<;d or fee

in, on, or a-crofs any River, to the ftraitning, obftrufting and flopping the na- Aiio""ncT of

tural, common or ufual PafTage of Fifh, in the Spring or proper Seafons of the Court of

the Year, without Approbation or Allowance firft had and obtained for the General Sef-

fame, in Manner as in and by this Aft is direfted ; are declared to be a common ^°"'^<»f ''^^

Nufance, and fliall be demolifhed and pulled down ; not to be again repaired

or amended. And that on Complaint made to the General Seffions of the

Peace, or to any two Juflices of the Peace, ^orum Unus, in their

refpeftive Counties ; a Writ fhall be granted to the Sheriff, or Conflable

of the Town where the Nufance is done,to caufe the Party orParties complained
of, to be examined -, and upon Conviftion to remove the fame •, and to com-
mand fuitable AfTiftance therefor, at the Coft and Charge of the Perfon or Per-

fons fo offending.

Provided, That nothing herein contained fliall be conflrued to extend to the

pulling down or demolifliing of any IMill Dam already made, or that fhall here-

after be lawfully and orderly made.

Z ACTS



Jnno Regni A N N JE Regina Nono. 1710.

A£ts and Laws,
PaiTed by the Great and General Court or Aflfembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England^ Begun and Held at Bojion upon
Wednefday the thirty-firft of May^ i 7 i o.

CHAP. 1.

An A61 for the better Regulating the Ferry

over Charles River, betwixt 'Bofton and
Cbarleftown-

6 W. & M. "1 I^T^HE REAS feveral Petitions have been humbly offered to this Court from

Nono AnnjE.

:W'(> WW Charleftown, Cambridge and Woburn, figned by many of the Inhabi-
.

C3. /. WW
tants of the faid 'Towns ; and of divers others. Inhabitants of the adja-

cent Towns within the County of Middlcfex, complaining of great Re-

mifsnefs and Negle£i of due Attendance of the faid Ferry, to the very great Detri-

ment of the Province ; and having thereupon been attended by the freafurer ofthe

College (the Profits and Revenues of the faid Ferry being granted to. Harvard

College in Cambridge^ and feen the Leafe by him made of thefaid Ferry forfeveraA

Tears yet to come.

For redrefs of the Grievances complained of ; and to the intent the faid Ferry

fnay be accommodatedfor the Good and Service of the Province, 'and of Her Ma-
jejty's SubjeSfs -within the fame, much increafed over what they were at the firji

fettling of the Ferry, now become a great Paffagefor Tranfportation : which that

it may be done with the more Eafe and Speed, the faid Leafe or Leafes notwith-

ftanding :

ISe it enaften &p W> <&xu\\vciv^M ^^oijcmoar, Council anD Ee^
Three Boats prcfentatiucs, ill (General Court affemtJleQ, anD bg tf)e auti)o^tg

Fcrr^ Of tije fame, That henceforth there be three fufficient fuitable Boats

and Appurtenances, with able, fober Perfons to row in thera, kept for the

Tranfportation of Perfons and Plorfes over the faid Ferry : One of which in

Turns,to be always paffing on theWater fromSide toSide, in all proper Seafons

II G. C3. 5. whenBoats may fafely pafs ; not being obftruded byIce,or extraordinary ftormy

Four Boars. Weather : And as any one of the faid Boars fliall Land on either Shore, the'

other Boat on the fame Side to put oIt immediately : The three Boats to conti-

Boati to con- ^ue plying from Side to Side with all Induftry and Diligence daily (except on
iinue pa ng

^.j^^ Lord's Day, and then to pafs no oftner than Neceffity fhall require) from

the fcveral Sun rife, until nine of the Clock at Night, from the firft of April undl the firft

Houpf, ar of OSlober : and until eight at Night from the firft of OSobcr to the firft of
Morning & j^yH annually. And after thofe Hours, upon any neceflTary Occafion ; and

'^ ^'

to he paid one Shilling, if it be one fingle Perfon j and if more, then double

Ferrage for the whole Number, over and above one Shilling among all thePaflen-

gers, in equal Proportion. And that the Boats be lodged on that Side every

Night where they are owned.
Separate The faid three Boats, to be three feveral feperate Interefts,not all ofoneTown.
Intercft. j^^^ ^j^^ Ferry-Men employed in the faid Boats refpeiftively, fliall give con-
Conftanr and ftant and diligent Attendance ; and not deny or delay the fpeedy carrying over

ren'Fnc- re-
^"^ Pafienger or Pairengers,according to the true Intent and Meaning ofthis and

quired. " ^^^ former Laws relating to the faid Ferry •, under the Penalty therein provided-^

Andfor preventing of Abufes oft-times offered to Ferry-Men, by cheating them^ of
their Ferrage ; or putting them to make unreafoHable,E:^changc : ^,,,

Ferrage to be 052 it CnaSeD llj) tlje autf)0?it][) afO?Cfaii3, Tiwt it nialland ma-y.te
paid before lawful to and for the Fen'y-Men, to demand and receive Pay of all PalTengers

Unreafo^nable
^'^^^''^ '^''^^7 ^"^'^ i^<t'cci. on Shore : And that tlie Ferry-Men Ihail not be required

liKchangcnot Or obliged, to exchange. for above the Value oi ^thicei Shillings jjnd__fix iP^nch.

'0 berc<) lircd. where the Ferrage docs not exceed that Sum. .,„, "U-^^'^.^ [,.-^- vl'ulv;^' '.i i3ft«

.

"

C H A P.
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CHAP. II.

An Ad in Addition to.andforExplanatioii

of the ASi for the fettling and Diftri

bution of the Eftates of Inteftates. ^ ^: " ^

/%]V2:€ it enactcQ bp fjis Crccllencp tfte (SotJetnour, Council ann

20 iReprcfcntatitieg in ©encval Court affemtJieo, ants bj? tf)C Brother, and^^^
3UtI)0litj) of ti)C fame, That, if after the Death of a Father, any of sifters of any

his Children fhall die Inteftate, without Wife or Children, in the Life-Time of Perfon de-

the Mother, every Brother and Sifter and the Reprefentatlves of them, fhall c^^^<=<^ ^p-

havean equal Share with her in the Eftate of the Inteftate : Any Thing in the
out^Wifc'or'

aforefaid A6t for the fettling and Diftribution of the Eftates of Inteftates to the Children to

contrary thereof in any wife, notvvithftanding. be Sharers'

ann te it fuctbcr enacten bg tijeautboiit? afajcfaiD, That everyjudge
^^^^^^

'^^ ^^°-

of Probate in making up and palftng the Accounts of Adminiftration of the

Eftates of Perfons deceafed, be, and is hereby directed to have Confideration,

and makeAllowanceof neceftaryBedding,Utenfils andlmplements of Houftiold,

neceflary for the upholding of Life, to the Ufe of the Wife and Family of the ^n
Deceafed ; where Provifion is not made for the Wife in that Refpeft by Will, widows.

And fuch neceffary Bedding, Utenfils and Implements of Houfhold, ftiall not

be accounted Aflets in the Hands of the Executor or Adminiftrator, norftibjeft :

to the Pa,yment of Debts, altlio' the Eftate prove Infolvent : as they could not

have been levied or diftrained for Debt in the Parties Life-Time : Any Law,
Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. III.

An A£t relating to Searchers and Sealers of

Leather, and Clerks of the Market.

TJiJ HERE AS there arefeveral Town Officers of whom an Oath is by Law
,

V V required, but no Penalty provided upon their refufal

:

25c it enactetj bp bis Crcellencg tbc (Soiiernour, Council anD IRe^

prefentatibE0, in General (Jfourt affemblcD, ann b^ tbe ^utbont^ of

tbc fame, That if any Perfon chofen to the Office of a Searcher and Sealer of
s.grchersand

Leather , or Clerk of the Market in any Town, ftiall refufe to take the Oath Scalers ot

refpedtively required by Law for executing of fuch Office -, without reafonable Leather ; and

Excufe made, and accepted by the Juftices of the Court of General Seffions of ^"^ °^^^

the Peace within the fame County, for his notferving ; fhall ^zy forty Shillings
^^^^^ ^^'^ ^\[

Fine, to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to fifing to

the contrary notwith Handing. Ictvc.

CHAP. IV.

An h& in Addition to an Aft to prevent 4 a. ca 4;

Fraud in Cord Wood, Gc,

'C it enacten bp Ijis CrccUencp tfjc (Sotiernour, Council anB seica-Men
' IReprcfematities, in ©eneral Court affembleo, ann bp tbc roappointthe

9UtbO?itg of tbe fame, That the Seleft-Men in everyTown (where Fee ofWood.

Corders of Wood are chofenj ftiall from Time to Time, as there fliall be Oc- Cordcrs.

cafion, appoint the Fees for cording Wood : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to

the contrary notwithftanding.

Z 2 C H A P.
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An Aftdire^tingthe levying and colleding
of County and Town Affefsments.

WHEREAS the AS Intitkd, _An Aa for regulating of Townpips, choice

of Town Officer's^ and fetting forth their Power ; made and faffed in the

ca. 12. fourth Tear of the Reign of King William and ^leen Mary ; direEls andreftrains

the colleSing and gathering of all Rates and Affefsments, for County and Town
,

, ,
Charges refpeSlively^ to the Conftables of the "Towns wherein they are levied ; which

-:>' v~ f'-.W; in fame Towns is attended with feveral Inconveniencies :

-'~ " '' For Remedy whereof :

IBe it enacten bp his <Bxtt\\mtp^ tU (3m2xmm, Council ann Ee^
ptef0ntatit)es,in General Coiut affemi)IeB,anD bj) tfjeaut&o^itg of ttc

Tonniand faitlC, That it rhall and may be lawful to and for- the Freeholders and Inha-
P^^cm&t

^ bitants of each Town, Diftridl or Precinft within this Province, orderly fet off

choofc Col-
^^^ eftabliflied annually from Time to Time, to eleft and appoint a •Golledtor

Icftori. ' or Colledors diftinft from the Conftable or Conftables, for the gathering of ali

Rates and Affefsments, from Time to Time duly affeffed and levied within fuch

Town or Diftridl, to and for County Charges ; and to all Charges of everyKind

'- -^n^^oll / whatfoever, enumerated iri the aforefaid Aft of Townfhips, arifing within the

..;.,..bi'.'7 fame Town, Diftrift or Precind, for any Ufe or Ufes, Services, Dues or Pay-

ments, there to be made and done.

No County or And all fuch Rates or Affefsments, fliall be demanded, paid to and received
Town

^u^^' by a Conftable or Colleftor to whom the fame iliall be committed to gather,

Id, bufby a" with a Warrant from the Seleft-Men or Affeffors under their Hands, in Form
Conftable or as by Law prefcribed ; and by no other Perfon or Perfons : Any Law, Ufage
CollcSor. or Cuftom to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding.

And every Colleftor or Conftable to wlx)m any fuch Rates or Affefsments

fliall be committed, with a Warrant as aforefaid, fliall levy, gather and receive

the fame, according to the Direftion in the Warrant to him given ; and fhall
Co"efto"and Account for all his Receipts, and make Payment of what and fo much as he

make Pa^y-'°
^^^^ '^^V ^"^ gather of the feveral Rates and Affefsments, committed to him

ment, at di- as aforefaid, to the County or Town Treailirers refpeftively ; or other Receiver
refted. as by his Warrant he ftiall be required, in Manner and Time as is by Law pro-

vided ; and be fubieft to the Pains and Penalties therein contained, in Cafe of

Negle6t either of colleding or paying.

15c it CnaCten ftp tt}eautl)0|it|) afOiefaiD, That the Treafurer of each
CoamyTrea' County refpedhively, be impowred to draw in and inforce the Payment of all

Hit A.cc(xim'$
County Charges, ordered by the Court of General Seffion"; of the Peace, by all

to be laid be- ftich Rules and Methods prefcribed by Law to enable the Treafurer and Recei-

fore thcGene- ver-General to gather in the Province Taxes ; and fhall from Time toTime lay

r^'^'^l"^'y> before the General Affembly at their anniverfary Seffion in May, an Account of

annuall/.
'°"

^^' Money that has been railed in his refpeftive County ; or by any Means re-

ceived by him as County Treafurer the Year paft -, what each Town paid to-

wards it, and how the faffle has been employed or difpofed of. And no fur-

ther Affefsment fliall be levied, until the faid Account has been offered to the

General Cqurt, as aforefaid, and allowed by them.

CHAP. VI.

An A(St for the Admeafurement of Boards,

Plank and Tia^ber ^ and regulating the

Tale of Shingles.

WHEREAS Boards, Plank and Timber, are ufually Sold by the Meafure.

fet upon them at the Mills where they are Sawn ; and Bundles of Shingles

are Marked for a greater Number than what they contain ; wherein great Fraud

and Deceit is too often praSifed by ill minded Perfons : For
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For Prevention whereof: r-. ,;
>

.1; v. -", .

OBc it enafteB 6j)W Crceltcncp tlje (Soocritout, Counci? ant! !Re=

prefentatitjcs, in General Court atTcmfeleri, ano fagtije autso^it)? of ^^^^ .^^^^^^

tf)C fame. That in each Maritime Town within this Province, where Meaiurer's of

Boards, Plank, Timber and Slit-Work are ufually imported, or brought for Boards, &=,•. to

Sale, orexported beyond Sea ; there be two or more honeft flvilful Perfons, an- ^f
annually

niially eleftedbyfuchTown, at the Time of their anniverfary Choice of Town ^'/
''^

Officers ; to beSurveyersandMeaiurers ofBoards, Plank, Timber and Slit-Work, Towns,

and Surveyers of Shingles -, who fhall be fwominManner as other Town-Officers,

to the faithful Performance of the Duty of their Office.

, And all Boards, Plank, Timber or Slit-Work, imported or brought for Sale ; AH BoarHi,

before theirDelivery upon Sale, fliall be viewed, furveyed, and alio meafured by ^'- ^° ^^

one of the faid Officers, where he fhall have any doubt of the Meafure •, having
\orVss,{z.'

Confideration for drying and flirinking : alfo fhall mark a-new all fuch to the

juft Contents; making reafonable Allowance for Rots, Splits and Wains.

The Buyer to pay the Officer Jix-Pence per thoufand Feet for viewing only. Fee for view-

znd. fix-Pence per Thoufand Feet more for meafuring and marking ; and pro inR and mca-

rato for a leffer Quantity than a thoufand Feet.
luang.

And no Boards, Plank, Timber or Slit-Work, fliall be delivered upon Sale, vj n .

or fhipped for Exportation beyond Sta, before they have been viewed and fur- g^^ („ j,^ /^,

veyed, and alfo meafured (if Occafion bej and marked a new, by one of the ported before

Officers thereto appointed ; on pain of being forfeited, or the Vdlue thereof, viewing,

by the feller or Ihipper ; to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where they are

fold or fliipped.

SinD be it further enaCten, That all shingles expofed toSale by Quantities

in Bundles, that do not hold out the Number they are mark'd for ; iinlefs it ?'^','^?''' ""'

appear fome have been drawn or fhaken out of the Bundle after packing ; ihall inNumbeT'co
be forfeited to theUfe of thePoor of the Town where they are expofed ; the be forfeited.

Charge of fearching and telling of them, to be paid thereout.

That every Bundle of Shingles that, according to the found Judgmerit of the 7 ^. ca.
;;,

Surveyor, will hold out one with another, four and half Inches in Breadth fhall

be accounted Merchantable ;
provided they are fifteen or eighteen Inches in ^'^^"''l"*'

Length, according to which Length they are fold for ; and the leaftto be three tableShinglei.

Inches in Breadth and upwards, and one third of an Inch or upwards in thick-

nefs ; and all that are otherwife, to be culled out and burnt, and fo many more,

if need be, till what are left of the faid Bundle will bear the four and halfInches,

according to the Judgment of the Surveyor •, who fhall have for his Service

one Penny for every Thoufand furveyed
-,
znd one Penny more per Thoufand

for telling •, to be paid by the Buyer, where no Forfeiture is for want of Tale to

fatisfy the Charge ; and for every Thoufand he culls and binds up zgam,twehe pee for fur-

Pence per Thoufand,and proportionable for lefTer Qiiantity ; to be paid by the vcying and

Owner or Seller of the laid Shingles, returning the Remainder to the Owner, if tell'ng-

any be, after the Charges are paid : Any Law, Ufage or Cuflom to the con-

trary notwithftanding.

CHAP. VII.

An A6t for explaining and enlarging of the

Ad: for prevention ofcommon Nufances
arifing by Slaughter-Houfes, Still-Hou-

fes, &c. Tallow-Chandlers and Curriers,

WHERE JS in and by the J£i Intitkd, An Ad: for prevention ofcom-
mon Nufances arifing by Slaughter- Houfes, StilkHoufes, i^c. TalTbw-

Chandlers, and Curriers , made and pajfed in the fourth Tear of thi Reign of their

liUe Majefiies King William and ^teeii Mary : 3It 10 etiaCtCD,
' " That th§

" Selea-
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o,W.^M.

Places to be
affign'd for

Slaughtering

Meat, ^c.

PlacesafligR'd

becoming
ofFcnfive to be

altered, -upon

Inquiry bjr a

Jury*

Penalty for

ufing them
or making
any other

Nufancei.

Convidion
of Slaughter

Houfes.

" Seleft-Men of the Towns of Bojton, Salem and Charlftown refpeftively, or

" other Market Towns within the Province, with two ormorejuftices ofPeace
" dwelling in the Town -, or two of the next Juftices in the County, fhall, at

« or before the laft Day of March, One Thoufand fix hundred ninety three,

" affign fome certain Places in each of the faid Towns (where it may be leaft

" ofFenfivej for the ereding and fetting up Slaughtcr-Houfes, for the killing of
" all Meat, Still-Houfes, and Houfes for trying of Tallow, and currying of
" Leather : At which Houfes and Places refpeftively and no other, allButchers

" andSlaughter-Men,Diftillers,Chandlers andCurriers fhall exercife and pradice
" their refpedive Trades and Myfteries.

' But for as much as by Reafon of the growth and increafe of the faid Towns, fe-

deral of the Houfes and Places then fo affign'd, are become inconvenient for the Ufe

intended, offenfive, and by ill Stenches tend to breed Infe£lion. And thefaid A5i di-

reSiing to that Time onlyfor the affigning of Places for thofe Ufes, and not looking

forward :

age it enaftcD tJpW OBrceUencp tbe <Souernour,€ouncil anti m--
prefentatitjcg in General Court alTcmblcti, ano ftp tU autboiitp of

tt)0 fame, That it fliall and may be lawful to and for the Seledt-Menof each

of the Towns aforefaid refpeftively, with two Juftices as aforefaid. Inhabitants

of the Town, (if fuch there be) from Time to Time as Occafion fhall be, to

affign and appoint fuitable Places, where it may be leafh ofFenfive, for the exer-

cifingof any of the aforefaid Trades or Myfteries, of killing Meat, diftillingof

Spirits, trying of Tallow, or currying of Leather ; and to forbid and reftrain

the Exercife of either of them in other Places, not fo approved and allowed of.

anD tie it furtJber cnacten by tije autt)0?itg afoicfaiu. That when and

fo often from Time to Tmie, as it Ihall appear any Houfe or Place a(rigned,or

to be affigned to and for the exercifing of either of the aforefaidTrades orMyfte-

ries, to become a Nufance by Reafon of offenfive and ill Stenches proceeding

from the fame, or otherwife hurtful to the Neighbourhood ; it fhall and may
be lawful to and for theCourtof General Seffions of thePeace within theCounty,

to caufe Inquiry to be made thereinto by a Jury, and to fupprefs fuch Nufance

by prohibiting and reftraining the further Ufe thereof, for the Exercife of either

of the aforefaid Trades or Myfteries •, under aFine not exceeding/<?r/j Shillings

per Month, to be to the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town, or otherwife as in their

Difcretion they fhall think fit, by caufing the faid Nufance to be removed or

prevented ; or any other Nufance to be inquired of in Manner aforefaid.

anD Ije it further enaCteU, That the Proof of any dead Beaft or Beafts

hanging up in any Out-Houfe -, or the lying, or carrying out the Intrails, Gar-

bage of Beafts, or Blood of Creatures in or out of fuch Houfe, fnall be fufficient

Convi6tion in Law, that fuch Houfe is ufed for a Slaughter-Houfe, within the

Intent of the Law againft common Nufances.

A£ls and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Boflon, upon
Wednefday the thirtieth Day of May, i 7 i i.

Pfcamblci

CHAP. I.

An A.&. for fecuring the Bills of Credit

on the Neighbouring Governments.
TrT/'yTHE R E A S the Bills of publick Credit on the rcfpeSlive neighbouring

w/m/ Governments of Her Majeftys Province of New-Hampfliire, the Colony

f f of Connefticut, and the Colony c/Rhode-Ifland and Providence Planta-

tions ; have obtained a Currency in a Way of Trade andCommerce within

this Her Majefty's Province of ^/^^MafTachufetts-Bay : The Falfifying or Counter-

feiting
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feiting whereof, or difparaging the fame., may prove of pernicious Co/ifequences, to

ibe very great Hurt and Obfini£iion of Her Majfjly's Service ; and alfo- to the

Interruption and Difcouragement of mutual and reciprocal I'rdde and Commerce, as

well as Lofs and Datmnage to the Publick, and to private Perfons :

For Prevention whereof :

TBc it cnactEDiJP J)is (JErccUcncy tU (Soycrnour, Council auD (^t-

ptefcntatitJe0 in (General Court aOcmtiieD, anD bp the autf)o?itg of

tl)C faiTl0, That whoibcver fhall prefurne to iorge, counterfeit, or utter any

Bill or Bills (knowing the fame to be falfe and counterfeit^ of the Tenor, pr in

Imitation of any of the Bills of Credit on the Vmvmcto'i New-Hampflnre, the Penalty for

Colony of Connecticut, the Colony of Rhode- IJland and Providence Plantation, Counrerfcit-

by Law eftablifhed within the faid Governments, or any of them -, or that fhall
"'8.®''-'-

counfel, adyife, procure, or any Ways affift in the forging, counterfeiting, im-
. q ^^ .

printing, {lamping or figning of any fuch falfe Bills : or engrave any Plate, or ' '

make any other Inftrument to be ufed for that Purpofe ; or tliat fnall alter or

increafe the Sum or Figures in any of the Bills of Credit on any of the Govern-

ments aforefaid : or forge or counterfeit any Name, Hand, Stamp or private

Mark, that now is, or hereafter fhall be ordered to be made or let thereoti ;

every Perfon and Perfons lb otFending,in any of theParticulars before enumerated,

ihall be liable to and lufFer the fame Pains and Penalties, as are by Law provid-

ed againft the forging or counterfeiting any of the Bills of Credit On this Her
Majefty's Province of the Maffachufctts-Bay, or any Thing tending thereto ;

or of altering the Sums, Figures or Marks thereof.

C H A P. II.

An A<^ for fuppreiEng of Robberies and
Affaults;

To ths Intent Her Majeflys Leige People may he in Peace and out of Fear of
being affaulted and robbed by ill-minded wicked Ruffians, as they are tra- „ ,

.

veiling the common Roads or High-Ways ; or of being infulted,and indecently treated

or abufed as they are civilly walking and recreating themfelves in theFields, Streets,

or Lanes in 'Towns :
'.

OBe it enaften tipfiig CrccUencg t6c0o\3cmour, Council anaiRe^
ptefentatitics, in General Court affemtlen, anD tig tljc aut&oiitp of

tJ)C fame, That every Perfon and Perfons that fliall be, convicted of affault-

kig and robbing, and taking away from the Perfon of another travelling the
r^..;^

common Road or High-Way, any Money, Goods, Cloathing, or other Things ,he High-
whatfoever ; fhall be puniflied with burning in the Forehead or Hand, fuffer way.

fix Months Imprifonment, and render treble Dammages to the Party robbed.

And upon a fecond Conviftion of the like Offence', Ihall be deemed a Felon, ^.''""'^ ^°"-

and fuffer the Pains of Death, as in Cafes of Felony.
"•^'°"-

'

9inD U it futtber cnaftcD bp tf)e3utbo?itj? afoicfaiD, That whofoever
^ffauiting of

fhall be convicted of afiaulting, or offering any Infolence or Violence to any Womsn.''
Woman or Woman-Kind, in the Fields, Streets or Lanes in any Town ; or of

defpoiling them, damnifying or defacing any of their Attire or Ornaments, or

attempting the fame ; fhall be puniihed by being publickly whipped, not ex-

ceeding teri' Stripes ; or by being committed to the Houfe of CorreftioOj to

receive the Difcipline of the Houfe •, and continue there by the fpace oif thirty

Days, and kept according to the Rules and Orders of the Floufe •, and alfo find

Suredes for the good Behaviour, before he be difcharged. Andany twojuft-ices

of the Peace i^writm Unus, in the vacancy of the Court of General Seffipns of
the Peace;afe impowred to hear and determine this Offence. :

AndifitheParty foofFending,fliaIl afterwards be convi6ted of comniitting the Second Con-
like Offence a fecond Time, he fliall be further puniflied with burning in the viaion.

-Hand ; by Sentence of the Court of General Seflions of the Peace.

anD -it is further enafteO, That in either of the Offences aforefaid, the

Oath-bf tlie Party aflaulted or robbed, being of Reputation, fhall be received as Partiei Oath.

one fufEcient Evidence towards convidihg the Perfon charged.-AN
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An A61,
Pafied by the Great and General Court or Aflfemblyof Her Majefly's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojion, upon

Wednefday the thirtieth Day of May, i 7 i i . And continued by feveral

Prorogations and Adjournments unto Wednefday the fcventeenth of OEiober

following, and then met. _____
CHAP. III.

An Aft providing in Cafe of Fire, for the

more fpeedy Extinguifhment thereof -,

and for the preferving of Goods endan-

gered thereby. •

r'iERE AS by Reafon of the contiguity and adjoijiing of the Houfes and

Dwellings within the Town of Bofton, Perfons are under great Jfright-
Preamble.

ment and Hurry ^ upon the breaking out of Fire -, and not only the Per-

fon in whofe lioufe the Fire firfl breaks out, but the Neighbourhood are

concerned to employ their utmofl Diligence and Application to extinguifh the Fire,

andprevent the Progrefs thereof, and to preferve their Subftance, by the removal of

their Goods -, being glad of the Affiflance of others in that Regard : And divers

viil-minded and wicked Perfons, ou pretence of charitably offering their Help, taking

Advantage of fuch Confufion and Calamities to rob, plunder, imbezel, convey away,

andjonceal the Goods and Effel^s of their diftrejed Neighbours :

For preventing whereof :

IBe it enaftcD ftpW €xtt\Untv t&e (So\[)etnoiiv,CoimcU ann iRe^

ptcfentatiijes in (General Court affemblen, ano bj) tU auttontp of

ti)C fame, That it fhall and may be lawful to and for the Juftices of the

Peace and Seledl-Men of the Town of Bofton, from Time to Time, to ap-

point fuch Number of prudent Perfons of known Fidelity, not exceeding ten,

in the feveral Parts of the Town, as they may think fit -, who fhall be deno-

minated and called Fire-wards ; and have a properBadge afligned to diftinguifh.

them in their Office, viz. A Staff of five Feet in Length, coloured red ; and

headed with a bright brafsSpire of fixinches long : And atTimes of the break-

ing forth of Fire, and during the Continuance thereof,fhall,and hereby are fully:

authorized and impowred, to command and require Afiiftance for the extin-

guilhing and putting out the Fire •, and for removing of Houfhold Stuff and

Furniture, Goods and Merchandizes, out of any Dwelling-Houfes, Store-Hou-

^"blowioR"" ^^' °'" '^'^^er Buildings aftually on Fire, or in Danger thereof ; and Guards to

- - fecure, and take Care of the fame : As alfo to require Affiftance for the pulling

down or blowing up of any Houfes, or any odier Service relating thereto ; by

the Diredlion of two or diree of the chief Civil orMilitary Offxers of the Town
(as is by Law provided) to flop and prevent the further fpreading of the Fire :

And to fupprefs all Tumults and Diforder.

And the Officers from Time to Time appointed as aforefald, are required

upon the Notice of Fire breaking forth, taking their Badge with them, imme-
diately to repair to the Place, and vigoroufly to exert their Authority for the re-

quiring of Affiftance, and ufing utmoft Endeavours to extinguiffi or prevent

the fpreading of the Fire ; and to preferve and fecure the Eftate of the Inhabi-

tants. And due Obedience is required to be yielded to them, and each of

them accordingly for that Service.

And all Difobedience, Neglefl or Refufal in any, fliall be informed of to

fome of Her Majefty's Juftices of the Peace within two Days next after, v and

the Offenders therein, upon Conviftion thereof, before any two Juftictfs .^w-

rum Unus, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Shillings each ; to be levied

and diftributed by the Difcretlon of the Seledl-Men, among the Poor moft

diftreffed by the Fire : And in Cafe the Offender or Offenders ,a_re„.unable to

fatisfy the Fine, then to fuffer ten Days Imprifonment. . ihv3 Jnoi^nh.'

9n5
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9nn tse it fuitfjct enacteo tg tfje autt)oiitj> afo?efaiD, That if any

evil minded wicked Peribns (hall take Advantage of llich Calamity, to rob,

plunder, purloin, imbezel, convey away, or conceal any Goods, Merchandifes

or EtFetSts of the dillrelTed Inhabitants whofe Houfes are on Fire, or endangered Penalty on

thereby, and put upon removing their Goods ; and fhall not reftore and give ^^'^^ ^' ^^''

Notice thereof to the Owner or Owners, if known ; or bring them into llich ^^ imbc'zel

publick Place as fhall be appointed and affigned by the Governour andCouncil, Goodi favcd

within the Space of two Days next after Proclamation made for that Purpofe; °^''^ of iheFirc

the Perfon or Peribns ib offending, and being thereof convicted, fhall be

deemed Thieves : and futfer the utmolt Severities of the Fains and Penalties

by Law provided againft fuch.

Ad:s and Laws^

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay m New- Englajid, Begun and Held at Bofton, upon
Wednefday the thirtieth Day o^ May, i 7 i i. And continued by leveral

Prorogations and Adjournments unto Wednefday the twelfth of March
following, and then met.

CHAP. I.

An A61 againft Intemperance, Immorality
and Prophanenefs, and for Reformation
of Manners.

rHEREAS the Laws at feveral Times efiablijhed by the Government of
this her Majefty's Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, and now in Force

have made good and wholfomeProvifionfor theRegulation of InnsfTaverns,

Ale-Houfes, Victuallers , and other Houfes for common Entertainment,and 4' ^- * M-

Retailers offlrongLiqiiors out of Doors ; andfor preventing of Tipling andDrun- "^'
, ^^

kennefs ; declaring, that fuch licenfedHoufes ought to he improved to the right Ends 10.

"

and Ufes for which they are defigned ; namely. For the Receiving, Refrejhment 10 ff^. ca. 8.

and Entertainment of Travellers and Strangers ; and to ferve the public Occafions

.

of the Towns, and Places in which they are ; and not to be Nurferies of Vice and
Debauchery, as is too frequently praSiifed by fome, to the Hurt of tnany Perfons, by ^^^; ^ ^^'

mifpending their Time, and Money, in fuch Houfes, to the Ruin of Families : ^W ml M
And have alfo made good and wholfome Provifion againft Immoralities, Vice and ca. 5.

Prophanenefs : to IF. ca. S,

T5c it tberefoic enacten ann ncclaren bp W <2Ej:ccllencp tbe ©o=
ticrnouc. Council ano IRcprcfcntatitics in (general Court aiTcmlslcD,

anD tg tlje autl)0?itg of t[)C fame. That the Laws againft Drunkennefs,
J'/^^i^/^j.^''^

Prophanenefs,andotherImmoralities, together with thisAft, be folemnly read by Town Meet-
theTown-Clerk, in each Town, at their Anniverfary TownMeeting in, .Mzrd', ing.

from Time to Time.
And all Juftices, Sheriffs, Grand-Jurors, Tything Men, Conflables, br'other

Officers whom it doth concern, are hereby ftridfly enjoined and req'uirQd to Direflion re

exert their utmoft Zeal and Vigour in feeing that the faid feveral Laws.: be'duly
i^^l^X^^oh-

obferved and kept : And that the Violaters thereof be duly profecuted. and fervcd.

punillied in Manner as by the. faid Laws is diredled and provided : And Tthe

Sele6t-Men and other, principal well difpofed Perfons in each Town, defirous of

a Reformation, are hereby exhorted and direfted to countenance, accgmpany^
aflift and join with the Juftices, Sheriffs, Tything-Men, Conftables, and' other

A a 05.<X£5'
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Officers in their Endeavours to difcover and fupprels all unlicenfed Houfe3,and
Vice, Immorality and Prophanencls.

Andfor reclaiming the over grealNumber of licenfed Houfcs, many of vjhich are

chiefly ufed for Revelling andlipliiig ; and become Nurferies of Intemperance and
Debauchery, indulged by the Maftcrs or Keepers of the fame, for the fake of Gain :

IBz it enacten ftp t|)e autbovitg afoicfaiD, That the cierk of the

A Lift of the Peace in the refpeftiveCounties from Tm-ie to Time, annually, before the gran-
Namei of jing of Licences, do tranfmit to theSeledt-Men of everyTown within the County,

fed frbc't""'
^ ^^^ ^^' "^'^^ Names of the Perfens in fuch Town, that were licenfed the Year

fmitred to the before •, and that Licences be renewed to none of them that theSelect-Men fhall

Scleft-Mcn. except to as unfit to hold and exercife fuch an Employment by Reafon of their

not keeping good Rule and Order in their Houfes ; not being fuitably accom-
modated and provided, for the Entertainment of Strangers and Travellers, as

the Law direfts •, or not of fober Converfation.

None to be
_/3^^rid no Perfon fliall have his Licence renewed, until he produces aCertificate

bufu'on"the ^° ^^^ Juftices of Qiiarter Seffions, that fuch Lift has been tranfmitted to the

Recommcn- Sele6l-Men, and confidered by them.

dation of the And that no Time or Times hereafter, any Perfon or Perfons, fhall be firftjy

Seled-Men. or Originally licenfed to be a Victualler, Innholder, Taverner, orSeller of Wine,
Beer, Ale, Cyder or ftrong Drink or Spirits, by Retail ; other than fuch who
fhall produce Certificate from the Seledt-Men of the Town where they dwell,

recommending them to be Perfons of fober Converfation, fuitably qualified
Licencej not

^^^ provided for the Exercife of'fuch an Employment. And that no Licence

until Com- be renewed from Time toTime, to any Perfon hereto- fore licenfed, againft whom
plaints be any Prefentment, Complaint or Information fhall be made, for Mifrule or
heard and Diforder in fuch Houfe ; or for net being iuitably provided, as the Law in fuch
judged o

. Q^^^ requires, toenteriiain Strangers and I'ravellers at Bed andBoard -, before the

Matter informed and complained of be inquired into and judged of. Provided

fuch Prefentment or Complaint be profecuted to Efi^e6t, in the fame Court for

granting of Licences.

And if any common Viftualler, Innholder or Taverner enjoined by Law
to be fuitably provided to receive and entertainStrangers, Travellers, or others,

as Occafion may require, fhall be convicted ofrefufing to makefliitable Provifi-

fon"not fuita-
°"' '^^en defired, for the receiving ofStrangers, Travellers, and their Horfes ;

biy provided, or for any publick Entertainment'-, fuch Perfon fliall be deprived of his Licence.

tobcdepriv'd And any three or more of the Juftices of the Court of General Seffions of the

Peace, Riorum Uniis, are hereby impowred and directed, by Warrant under

their Hands and Seals, direcSled to the Sheriff or his Deputy, to caufe his Sign

to be taken down.

iTr7" r?h"bi-
^"^ ^^ ^^ furtf)er cnactcD bp ti)e ^utf)o?it|? afoicfaiD, That no

ted d^r'inkinc
Town Dweller or Inhabitant in any Town, lliall upon any Pretence whatfoever

in publick be drinking or tipling in any Tavern, or other publick licenfed Houfe, or
Houfci after in any the Dependencies thereof, after nine a Clock in the Night -, under the
nine a: Night Penalty oUwentyShillings ; to be paid by theMafterorKeeper of fuchHoufe,for

his entertaining of them -, and one Shillling tohs paid by each Perfon fo offending.

SincinK Mu- That no finging, fidling, piping, or any other Mufick, dancing,or revelling,

fick and fh^ll be fufFered or exercifed, in any Tavern, or other publick licenfed Houfe ;

dancing for- on Penalty of ten Shillings ; to be paid by the Matter or Keeper of the faid

?ickHoufef ' ^°^^^» *s fhall fufi^er the fame •, and/w Shillings by each Perfon offending in

any ofthe laid Particulars.

That there be two Tything-Men annually chofen within each Military Di-

vifion within the Town of Bo/ion ; whole particular and efpecial Care and

Charge it Ihall be to infpedl that their Part ot the Town.

Common That common Drunkards be polled up at the Houfes of Retailers of Wine
Drunkardi to ^^'^ Liquors out of Doors, as the Law directs to publiqk ]icenled Houfes ; with

be pofled Up a Prohibition to them of felling Drink to any fuch.
at Retailer). 9nll
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anti tje it furtf)cc cnafteD 6? tfjeautijoiitp afoiefaiD, That if any Per- Pen^auy f„r

fon or Perfons iliall prefume to keep aTavern,lnn,or Houfe of common Enter- \ ^"^j T.\'
rainment, or to fell by retail Wine, Beer, Ale, Cyder, or any ftrong Drink or

"

Spirits, without Licence firft orderly had and obtained for the fame, as the Law
direfts ; fuch Perfon or Perfons upon Conviftion, or ConfefTion thereofbetore

one or more of Her Majefty's Jufliices of the Peace, fhall forfeit and pay the

Sumofy^x Pounds, for every fuch Offence -, the oneMoiety thereof to be to the

Informer, and the other Moiety to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, wliere

the Offence fhall be committed.

And for the better Difcovery and finding out Perfons thatfjail prefume to

tranfgrefs againft this J£i, or any other of the Laws made againfl Vice^Prophane-

nefs and ImmoraUty^ :

The Seleft-Men in each refpe6tfVeTown,be, and are hereby impowred from Scicft Nfcn

Time to Time to chufe and appoint one or more difcreet Perfons to over-fee '° appoint

and inform of any Breach of the laid Laws ; who fiiall have a meet and honour- infomer!*
able Recompence made them for their Service, out of the Town Treafury, as

the Seleft-Men fliall think proper and fuitable.

9ntl be it fUtf)eC enafteO, Tim no Perfon or Perfons either fingly or Rout or Dif-

together in Company flrall prefume tofing, dance, fidle, pipe, or ufe any mu- rurbancs in__

fical Inftruments in any of the Streets, Lane, orAUeys, within any Town in the [{,'^^71^'
'"

Night Time ; or make any Rout, or otherDifturbance, to the Dilquietand Dif- Tim?,
reft of any of the Inhabitants -, under the Penalty of Five Shillings, for every

Perfon fo offending in any of the Particulars afore-mentioned ; or being corpo-

rally punifhed by Imprifonment, fitting in the Stocks, or Cage.

And for the more religious Obfervation of the Lord's Day :

IB0 it CnaCtCtI, That all Perfons who fhajl be found in the Streets,AVharffs, phyini^ and

Fields, or other Places within any Town, on the Evening following the Lord's Rudcncfi_ on

Day, difporting, playing, making a Difturbance, or committing any Rudenefs : 'J^*
£".="'"8

The Perfons fo offending, fhall each of them pay a Fine o^five Shillings, or fuffer Lord''r"B3y°

twelve Hours Imprifonment, or fit in the Stocks, not exceeding two Hours, forbidden.

All Fines and Forfeitures arifing byVirtue of this Aft, or anyParagraph thereof,

and not herein before difpofed of, fhall be to and for theUfe of the Poor of the

Town where the Offence fliall be committed : any Law, Ufage or Cuflom to

the contrary notwithftanding. Conftablesre-

And the Conftables of the refpeftiveTowns are hereby direfted and fpeclally
'^f^^^pl°

^^^'

impowred, to prevent the Prophanationof theLord'sDay, by reftraining Perfons nation "^ofrhe

from walking, recreating and difporting themfelves in the Streets, Wharffs, or Lord'sDay in

Fields, in the Time of public Worlhip. ''^^

•^'
w °^

Andforafmuch as the zvell educatiiig and inflruEling of Children and youth in
fj^:

'"^^

Families and Schools, are a necejjary Means to propagate Religion, and good Man-
ners ; and the Converfation and Example of Heads of Families, and Schools, having

great Influence on thofe under their Care and Government to an Imitation thereof

:

TBe it enafteD tig tJje aUt|)Olitp afOlCfaiO, That no Perfon or Perfons Yi^^^^n of

fhall or may prefume to fetup or keep aSchool for the teaching and inftrufting Schooli 10

of Children or Youth in reading, writing, or any other Science, but fuch as are have the Ap-

of fober and good Converfation ; and have the Allowance and Approbation |'|'^°

Seka-°
of theSele6l-Men oftheTown in which any fuchSchool is to be kept -, Grammar Men.
School Mafters to have Approbation, as the Law in fuch Cafe already provides.

And if any Perfon or Perfons after Publication of this Aft, fhall be fo hardy. Penalty for

as to fet up, or continue to keep any fuch School, without Allowance and Ap- fctting up oc

probation as aforefaid,thePerfon orPerfons fo offending,fhall forfeit and pay the ^'fP'",» .

Sum qH Forty Shillings ; to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where fuchSchool out Appro-
"

Ihall be fet up, or continue to be kept,contrary to this Aft ; and fo Toties ^0- bation.

ties, as often as they fhall be convifted : Any Law, Ufage or Cuflom to the

contrary notwithflanding.

A a 2 Atd
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And whsreas evil Communication^ wicked, prophane, impure, filthy and abfcene

Songs, Compofures, Writings or Prints, do corrupt the Mind ; and are Incentives

to all Manner of Impieties and Debaucheries : More efpecially when dige/led, com-

pofed or uttered in Imitation of Mockery of Devotion, or religious Exercifes :

IBz it furt&ec enafteD &)> tije autfjo^itj? afoicfaiti. That whofoever
Penalty for fhall be convifted ofcompofing, writing, printing or publifhing, of any filthy

©""miblTding
obfcene or prophane Song, Pamphlet, Libel or Mock-Sermon, in Imitation or

of prophane in mimicking of Preaching, or any other Part of divine Worfhip ; every Per-

Sonf^j, or fon or Perfons offending in any of the Particulars aforementioned, fhall be pun-
mockSermoni j^g^,:^ ^^ pj^^ ^^ j^^^. Mgjefty, not exceeding twenty Pounds ; or by ftanding

on the Pillory once or oftner, with an Infcription of his Crime in Capital Let-

ters affixed over his Head ; according to the Difcretion of the Juftices in

Qyarter-SefTions.

CHAP. II.

An A9: for regulating the Size of Bricks.

Preamble,

Not to be
tempered

r
J
PON Confideration of the great^antities ofBricks now to he ufedforBuilding ;^ and that the Firmnefs of Buildings very 'much depends on the Goodnefs of the

Materials :

IBc it enaftcD &g Ijig CrccUency tlje (Soiiernour Council anu Ee^
prefentatiDest, in (General Court affemtilcD, anti bp tU amljopt?

Clay fo be Of tl)e fame, That Clay for the making of Bricks ihall be digged before the

theioo7De' ^^^^^ of December yearly ; and flrall be turned over in the Month of February

ember, &c. or March next enfuing, at leafb twenty Days before it be wrought ; and then

well and throughly wrought.

And no Perfon fhall temper his Clay with fait or brackifh Water •, nor digg

with b'rackifli ^^1 Clay in any Place where the fait Water comes in.

Water. anti tc it IvcitW cnaftcB bp t&e ^utfjoiitp afojefain, That the size

of Bricks fhan't be lefs than nine Inches long, four Inches and a Quarter of an
Size of Bncki

j^^,^ g^^^j^ ^^^ ^^^ j^^^j^^g ^^^ ^^ Half Inch thick.

And all Moulds to be ufed for the making of Bricks, fliall be made agreable

SizeofMouldi to thefe Sizes : l^hat is to fay, not lefs than nine Inches and aQuarter of aninch

"'•hV^"'*
long, four Inches a Quarter and a Half Quarter of an Inch broad, and two

ftaled'""'^"**
Inches and Half an Inch deep, within Side ; being well Hrod with Iron, and

fealed by the Sealer to be appointed, as is herein after direfted : fo that the

Bricks may hold out the Dimenfions prefcribed as aforefaid, as near as may be

when burned.

Forfeiture of -^"^ whofoever fhall make and expofe to Sale any Bricks not made in

Bricki no: Moulds of the aforefaid Sizes, fliod with Iron, and fealed by the Sealer -, he
made m fhall lofe and forfeit one Half of all fuch Bricks made contrary hereto, or the

afore direaed
^^^"^ thereof ; to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town or Diftrift where they

fhall be made ; to be fued for and recovered in any of her Majefty's Courts of
Record within the County where they fhall be made, by the Treafurer of the

Town, or Town Clerk.

Selea-Men And the Sele6l-Men of each Town where Bricks are ordinarily made, are

to appoint' a hereby directed and ordered, annually to nominate and appoint a fuEtable Perfon
Viewer and

x.0 be a Viewer and Sealer of Moulds, for the making of Bricks ; who fhall be

To bc'fworn
Swom before a Juftice of the Peace, to the ftithful Execution of lijs Office.

And is hereby impowred from Time to Time, to enter into all Birick-Yards,

to view their Moulds, and to fee that they be of due Size, well Ihod with Iron,
Hii Power, as aforefaid, and fealed •, and if they be under Size, or not well fliod, to

break the fame.

And
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And every Brick-Maker before the fetting of his Kiln, fliall call the Viewer Brick Makec

to over-fee his Bricks, who fhall forthwith attend the Service-, and be paid '". "" ^^^

by the Brick-Maker /TO(? P^k^^ /(fr Thoufand for all Bricks by him viewed •, fo'^e^^ing'

and one Penny for each Mould by him fealed ; the Sele6b-Men of the Town
to provide a Seal : Any Law,Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding. H^' P«=-

CHAP. III.

An Acf^for furtherRegulation of the Ferry
betwixt Bofton and Wimfimmh, within

the County of Suffolk

WHEREAS notwithjlanding the Provifion made, in and by the AEl pajfed

in the eight Tear of the Reign of his late MajeftyKing William the "Third, c IV. and M-

Entitled, An Aft in Addition to the Aft for regulating Ferries : There is ftill ca. 6.

great Cofiiplaint of NegleSl of a due Attendance of the Ferry from Bofton to ^- ^^ ^^- 9-

Winifimmit, and from thence /o Boifon
-, to the grievous Belay, Inconvenience^

""*'

andDammage of Travellers,and others conflantly reforting thitherforPaffagc : And
there being but one Boat on a Side hitherto provided to tend the faid Ferry ; and

the River wide, and the Number of Paffengers much increafed, by the Growth of

the Towns on the Road in which the faid Ferry lies :

IBt it tf}crefoic cnafteD bg {jig Crcdlcnc)? tlje (^ot)Cinout,Council

ant! IRcprcfentatiiJCg in General Court aiTcmtilcD, antiljptlje autf)0^

titp of ti)t fantC, That for the more fpeedy Tranfportation of Paffengers,
_

efpecially Pofts, there be from hence-forth at all Time and Times here-after,
,0 be kcp?"

a third fufficient fuitable Boat and Appurtenances, with able, fober Perfons to

row in her, provided and kept conftantly to attend the faidFerry ; for the tran-

fporting of Paffengers, Horfes, and other Things over the River ; one of the

three Boats in Turns to be always pafFing on the Water, from Side to Side, in

all proper Seafons when Boats may fafely pafs ; not being obftrufted by Ice, or

extraordinary ftormyWeather •, and as one of the faid three Boats fliall land en

either Shoar, the other Boat on the fame Side fhall put off Immediately. The
three Boats to continue plying from Side toSide, with all Induftry and Diligence 'Xobe con-

daily, (except on the Lord's Day, and then to pafs no oftner than Neceffity ftantly plying

fliall require^ from Sun rife, until nine of the Clock at Night, from the ^rft of

April until the firff of O£iober ; and until eight at Night, from the firft of

October to the firft of April annually ; and after thofe Hours upon any neceffary

Occafion, efpecially Pofts -, for which there fliall be paid two Shillings, except

Pofts, if it be with one Ferfon only, and if more, then double Ferrage for the

wholeNumber, over and above the twoShillings among all thePafTengers in equal

Proportion. And that two Boats be lodged on Wimfimmit Side every Night,

and one on Bofton Side. And the Ferry-Men employed in the faid Boats re-

fpeftively, are required to give conftant and diligent Attendance ; and not to

deny or delay the fpeedy carrying over any PaiTenger or Paffengers, efpecially

Pofts, according to the true Intent and Meaning of this and the former Laws

relating to Ferries •, under the Penalty therein provided.

ann be it furti)er enacteD tpt^cautijoiitp afo?cfaiD, That it fliaiiand Ferry Men fo

may be lawful to and for the Ferry-Men to demand and receive pay of all Faf- demanri Pay

fengers, except Fofts, before they let them on Shoar ; and that they fliall not o* Pafl;np5"

be required or obliged to Exchange for above the Value of three Shillings and ^ °^^ ^" '"^

fix Pence, where the Ferrage does not exceed that Sum.
And that the Town of Bofton, and the Proprietors ofthe Farm on Winifimmit ^r^.,, ^^ 5^

Side, who claim the Friviledge of the faid Ferry, do refpeftively maintain, and kept from the

from Time to Time keep in good Repair fufficient and convenient Ways, for landing Place

pafTing to and from the Ferry-Boats from the landing Place on either Side :
'° '"^ ^°^^'

Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding. CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

AnA£t for further regulating of theMilitia.

WHEREAS in thefiflh Ariicle of-the A£f, for regulating of the Militia-,

among other things therein mentioned ;
" Every lifted Soldier and other

ca. 8.
" Houfe-holder ( except Troopers ^^ is to be provided with a good Sword or
" Ciitlafh,under thePenalty in the faidAft mentioned : And whereas it is found
by Experience that Baionets are of more Ufe^ as vjell for Offence as Defence :

75z it thtxtfoit enacteDt)ptf)e0obcrnour, Council anQ iRepcefen*
tatitiC0, in General Court aCfemoieD, ano b? tfje aut&o?itp of tU
fame, That from and after the twentieth Day of 7-'-'''^ next every Ferfon in

Soldiers to be the Town of Bojion, who is obliged by the aforefaid Acl to appear upon an
provided of Alarm at the Place of Rendezvous ; or where the chief Officer doth appoint,

(except Troopers) fhall be provided with agood Goofenecked Baionet with

Socket, fit to fix over the Muzzle of his Mufket ; under the like Penalty

as in the faid Aft is mentioned, for not being provided with aSword or Cutlafli,

Baionets.

Ads and Laws,
Palled by the Great and General Court or Afiembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton, upon
Wednefday the twenty-eighth ofJVfej, i 7 i 2. And continued by feveral

Prorogations unto Wednefday the twentieth of Atiguft following, and then

met 1 beino; their fecond Seffion.

CHAP. V.

An A(9: prohibiting the Importation or

bringing into this Province, any Indian

Servants or Slaves.

fTTT^HEREAS divers Confpiracies, Outrages, Barbarities, Murders, Bur-

m/l/ glaries. Thefts ; and other notorious Crimes'-and Enormities, at ftindry

f f Times, and efpecially of late, have been perpetrated and committed by

Indians, and other Slaves, within feveral of her Majefiys Plantations

in America ; being of a malicious, furly and revengeful Spirit ; rude and infolent

in their Behaviour, and very ungovernable. The over great Number and Increafe

whereof within this Province, is likely to prove ofpernicious and fatalConfequence

to her Majefty's SubjeSs and Intereft here, unlefs Jpeedily remedied : And is a Dif-

couragement to the Importation of white Chriftian Servants. This Province being

differently circumftanced from the Plantations in the Iflands, and having great

Numbers of the IndianNatives of the Country, within and about ther,i ; and at this

Time under the [arrowful EffeEis of their Rebellion and Hoftilities :

IBc it tfjcrcfoie cnactcD tJj? })is <Bxtt[\mzft\)Z (^oiiernour,Council

ano iReprcfcntatiuegi in (General Court aifemtiicD, anD tip t&e

in wbe°o°r' ^UtfjO^itp OfttlC faittC, That from and after the Publication of this Aft, all

Ici'ted, unlefs Indians, Male or Female of what Age Ibever, imported or brought into this

Security be Province, by Sea or Land, from any Part or Place whatfoever ; to be difpofed
given CO carry

^f^ fold or left within the, Province, fhall be forfeited to her Maiefty, for and

withb^'rl^"* toward_s the Support of dieGovernment ; unleis thePerfon orPerfons importing

Month.
'

, or

Indians bro't
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or bringing in fuchlndian or Indians, fliall giveSecurity at: the Secretary's Office

oififty Pounds per Head, to tranfport and carry out thelame again, within the

Space of one Month next after their coming in ; not to be returned back

to this Province.

And every Mafter of Ship or other Veflel, Merchant or Perfon whatfoever,

importing or bringing in to this Province by Sea orLand,anyIndian or Indians,

Male or Female, within the Space of twenty-four Hours next after their Ar- Indiam bro'r

rival or coming in, fliall report and enter their Names, Number and Sex ;
^^^^^^H^^H^

and give Security in the Secretary's Office, as aforefaid, on Pain of forfeiting
ry'iOfficc,&c'

to her Majefty for the Support of tire Government, the Sum oififty Pounds

per Head : To be fued for and recovered in any of Her Majefty's Courts of

Record, by A£lion, Bill, Complaint or Information.

And the Fee to be paid for fuch Entry and Bond as aforefaid, fliall he. two Fee for Entry

Shillings andfix Pence, and no more. and Bond.

CHAP. VI.

An A£t for Explanation, and in Addition '

to the Ad: for keeping of Watches in

Towns ; pafled in the eleventh Year of

the Reign of King William the Third.

JJ7HEREAS Provifion is made in andhy a Paragraph 6r Claufc in the faid

'' J£l ; "That a Watch may he kept in Towns in other Manner than a Confta- ^ , .

hies Watch, where the Members of the Council and Juftices of the Peace^to-

gether with the SeleS-Men \ and the SeleEl-Men by themfelves, where noMcmber of

the Council or Juftice dwells,fiMlljudge it moft for the Benefit and Safety thereof;

the Inhabitants alfo agreeing to fupport the Charge :

TBc it necl aren anti enaften bp W (JBrcellencg t&e (Soiiernour,

Council anniReptefentatitics in (©eneralCourt airemt)let!,antibp tf)e

9Utf)0rit2 of tfje fame. That when, from Time to Time a Watch,
Ooaiificarion

in other and different Manner from a Conftables Watch, fliall be agreed upon ^vV'atch.

and direfted in any Town in Manner as afore-exprefTed ; the Number and Men, and

Qualification of the Perfons whereof it fliall conflft, fnall alfo be agreed upon Badge,

as aforefaid •, and one ibber, difcreet, able-bodied Houfe-holdder appointed to

take the Charge and Command thereof -, and to fee that the Watchmen do
their Duty : W^ho, as a Badge of his Office fhall carry a Quarter Pike with

a Spire on the Top thereof-, and every Watchman fliall carry a Staff with
Watchmen*

a Bill faflned thereon, as is ufual. And the faid Officer and Watchmen are

hereby refpe£tively impowrcd and authorized,to prevent and iupprefs allDiflurb-

ances. Routs, unnecelTary Noifes and Diforders in the Night : To examine aU

Perfons whom they fhall find abroad after ten a Clock ( other than known,
fober orderly Houfe-holders or Inhabitants) of their Bufinefs abroad, and

whither they are going : And in Cafe they are Refraftory, and give not a rea-

fonableAcconnt of themfelves andBufinefs •, or are Perfons of illFame,or juftly
j^

fufpefted to have any unlawful Intention or Defign ; then to reftrain and iecure

them, by Imprifonment or otherwife, and keep them fafe until the Morning -,

and then carry them before a Juftice of the Peace, to be examined and proceed-

ed againfl according to the Nature of the Offence. And the faid Watchmen
are required to walk in and about the Streets,Wharffs,Lanesand principalParrs

of the Town, to fee that good Rule and Order be kept -, and to fupprefs all

Diforders and Mifrule,

And
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Watchmen & And when at any Time or Times, any one or more Members of the Council,
Conftables.to

jLiftJces of the Peace, orSelcd-Men, fhah think fit to walk by Night, toinfptft

McmteJl^of the Orders of the Town wherein they dwell -, as well the laid Watchmen, as

the CouBcil, one or more of the Conftables, are required to attend and accompany them,

Jufticei, &=*;. and to obferve and obey their lawful Commands.

3nD i3C it fUttlbEr CnaftCD, That the Fee to the Goaler for Perfons taken

up in the Night, and committed to be fecured only whilft the next Day, fhall

be one Shilling, and no more.

Fee for Com
mirmcnr.

Ads and Laws,

PafTed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of her Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, begun and held at Bojlon, upon

Wednefday the twenty-eighth of iVfiay, 1712. And continued by feveral

Prorogations unto Wednelday the eighteenth ofMarch following, and then

' met -, being their fourth Seffion.

CHAP. I.

An A£t in Addition to the A6t, for making
Lands and Tenements liable to the Pay-

ment of Debts.

rHEREAS in and hy An AEt made and pajfed in the eight Tear of the

Reign of his late Majefty King William the third. Land and "Tefiements

are viade liable to the Payment of Debts : And whereas in praSifmg upon

the faid A5i, either through the Rerverfenefs of the Creditor, or Cor-

ruption of the Officer, Executions for fmall Sums are fametimes laid on Part of
Houfing and Lands ofgreat Value in fuch Manner, as grievoufly to difcommode or

fpoil the Remainder, contrary to the good Intent of the faid Aii ; the Party injured

being without Remedy ever to recover his Eftate back again :

For Prevention of fuch Inconvenience and Mifchief for the futtire :

16e it enaftcD tp W €j:ceUencp tf)e (Sotiernour, Council ann iRc=

prcfentatities, in (general Court aCfembler!, anu lip tt)e ^ut&oiitp
One Years Of ti)C faUtC, That when any Land or Tenement, in Part, or in whole, fliall

Time allowM be levied and taken in Execution for Debt ; it fhall and may be lawful to and

ba kH.o"c
^^"^ theParty, or hisHeirs whofe Eftate is lb taken inExecution,within the Space

or Lands ta- of 0"^ Year next following the levying Execution thereon, and' not afterwards ;

ken in Execu- to bring his Suit againft the Creditor, or his Heirs, or Tenant in Poffeffion,
tion for Debr. and recover back his Eftate, upon paying the full Sum, for which the fame was

taken, with Intereft from that Time •, and the reafonable necefTary Charges and
Difburfements laid out and expended thereon, for repairing o r bettering of

the fame, over and above what and fo much as the Rents, Profits and Improve-
ments made thereof, fhall fall fhort of reimburfing fuch Charges > to be ac-

counted for by the Party for whom the fame was taken in Execution, his Heirs

or AfTigns, agreable to the Provifion made in the A<5t for Equity of Redemp-
10 W. ca, 14, tjon of Eftates upon Mortgage forfeited for the Condition broken.

The Time of And whereds in and by the afore-mentioned AS relating to the Equity of Re-
% Yeari (or demption of mortgaged Eftates forfeited, the Term of three Tears therein limitedfor

of forfcitcd" ^^^ Redemption, is diverfly conftrued as to the Commencement thereof :

Eftates upon 'BC it euaftCD aUD HeClaCCD, That the faid Term of three Years fl: all

Morrgage be reckoned and accounted from the Time of the Mortgagee, his Entry into
when to and taking PoiTefllon of fuch forfeited Eftate : Any Law, Ufage or Ctiftom to
Commence »u • in. i-

y ' d
the contrary notwuhftanding.

CHAP
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CHAP. II.

An A£t direding how Meetings of Pro-

prietors of Lands lying inCommon, may
be called,

TT/HE R E AS the Law has made Vrovifion and impowred the Proprietors of Preamble.'

^' Lands lying in Common^ as well thofe already Jlated and divided, each ones

Proportion being known,as thofe not Jlated, divided, or proportioned as afore-

faid ; to manage, improve, difpofe and divide the fame, in fuch Way and Manner
as hath been or fhall be concluded at^d agreed on by themajorPart of the interefled.

But no Dire5iion being given how a Meeting offuch Proprietors may be orderly

and regtdarly called and affembled

:

liBe it enaften bp (ZSrcellencp t&c (^otjeinour, Council anD iRcpre^

fentatit)E0, in <JDcneral Court airemMcO, anD bp tlje autbojitp of tf)e

faiTI^, That when and fo often as any five or more ol the Proprietors of fuch

common Lands fhall iudge a Proprietors Meeting to be necefTary, they may
make Application to a Juftice of the Peace within the fame County where fuch

Lands he, for a Warrant for the calling of a Meeting, expreffing the Time,
Place and Occafion thereof : And fuch Juftice is hereby impowred to grant a

Warrant for fuchMeedng accordingly, direfted to one of the Proprietors,afking

the fame ; or to the Proprietors Clerk, requiring him to notify the Proprietors

of the Meenng, and the Time and Place for the fame ; which Notitication

fhall be given in Writing pofted up in fome public Place or Places within the

Town or Precinft where theLand lie, fourteen Days before the Day appointed

for the Meedng. And fucLand fo many of the Proprietors as lliall be aflem- Fourteen

Wed and meet accordingly, fhall have Power by a major Vote to chufea Clerk, Dayi Notice

to enter and record all Votes and Orders, that from Time to Time fhall 'o'' aMeeiing.

be made and pafled in the Proprietors Meedngs ; who fliall be fworn to the

faithful Difcharge of his Office, as the Law diredts, for the fwearing of Town
Officers. And to agree upon, and appoint any other Way or Method of cal-

ling and fummonins Meetings for the future, as fhall be moft fultable and con- ^°^^l '°

venient to the Proprietors. As alio to pais Orders for the managing, improv-

ing or dividing fuch commonLands,not before ftated and divided ; the Voices

always to be collefted and numbred according to the Interefts prefent, where

the fame is known.

And no other Affair fhall be tranfafted at any Meeting of the Proprietors,

than what is exprefled in the Warrant or Notification for fuch Meeting._— -

Pafled by the Great and General Court or AflTembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton, upon
Wednefday the twenty-feventh Day oi May, i 7 i 3.

CHAP. III.

An Ad in Addition to the AcSi: for regula-

ting Fees j made and paffed in the fourth
Year of the Reign of King William and
Queen Mary.

WHEREAS the Publick Notaries Office is not mentioned in the faid . ifr^^i M.
ASi, and has hitherto been under no Regulation as to Fees, but wholly ca. 17.

at Pleafure :

B b "BZ
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15^ Special Courts of M^'^t.

*Bc it enaacD b? |)i0 CrccUencp t{;c (Souernouc, Council anD iRe*

prefentatittcs noty in (J5eneral Court aflfemiJleD, anD t5|) tbp autfjo^itg
of tb^ fame, That the Fees to be demanded and taken in the faid Fublick
NotariesOffice, for the Particulars fpllov/irig : Be as herein 'exprefTed, and no
higher : uncler thePenalty in the afore-recitedAcl mentioned. That is to fay :

Proteft.

Cenificate.

Regiflring.

Atteftation.

For drawing and making a Proteft, yZv Shillings.

For every Certificate under the Seal of the Office, -»

Four Shillings. f
For entring, and regiftring Protefts, and other Writings

for the firftPage, t%vehe Pence : and for fo manyPages
more as it fhall contain eight Pence a Page, accounting

after the Rate of twenty-eight Lines, of eight Words
in a Line to each Page ; and proportionably for fo

much more, as fhall be under a Page : And/.v Pence

for each Atteftation on rheOris;inal.

06

00 04 00

5

An Act,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AlTembly of her Majefty's Province,

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-Enghmd, begun and held at Bofton, upon
"Wednefday the twenty-feventh of May, 17 13. And continued by
Prorogation unto Wednefday the fifth of Augufi following, and then

met ; being their fecond Seffion.

CHAP. IV.

AnAd for holding fpecialCourts ofAffize,
and General Goal Delivery.

w\
'HERE AS the Time fet for holding a Superiour Court of Judicature-,

Court of Ajfize, and General Goal Delivery in the refpe5five Counties^

according, to the prefent Efiablijhment, is but once infix Months in and

for anyCounty -, and in foraeCounties but once in twelveMonths ; byRea-

fon of zohich Diftance of lime Perfons guilty of Murder may avoid Juftice, either

by making their Efcape ; or by the Death of the Witneffes : or otherwife great

Charge may arife by lon% keeping fuch Criminals in Prifon, and great Lofs and

Dammage be occafwned to the Wttnefjes being long detained till the Coming of the

Court, efpecially if they are notInhabitants, or are Seafaring Men :

For Prevention of which Mifchiefs and Inconveniencies :

IBe it cnactcD bg IM Crccllencp tU ©oucrnour, Council anD
Bcprefentatities, in (ScncralCourt affcmtsleD, anD tip t&e autf)o?itp

of tf)C fame, That it fhall be lawful to and for the Governour, for the Time
being, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Council, upon any extraor-

Court of Af- dinary Occafion and Emergency, as aforefaid, by a Precept direfted to the

fize, andGe- Juftices of theCourt of AfTize and General Goal Delivery ; to order anci appoint
ncral Goal ^^^^ ^^ f^^]^ ^ fpecial Court, as foon as may be, for the Trial of any fuch

capital Ofi^ender or Offenders ; and to caufe Venires to be iffued forth for the

fummoning of Jurors for fuch Court out of the feveral Towns, as ufual, for the

ftated Courts : And to make out all other neceffary ProcefTes -, and do what

elfe fhall be requifite, according to the Powers given them, in and by the Adl
for eflablifliing a Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of AfTize and General

Goal Delivery.

A fpecial

Delivery,

ro G. ca. 5.

ACTS
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Ads and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of Her Majefty's Province

of the Majfachiifetts-Bny in Neiv-Ei}gland, Begun and Held at Bofion, upon
Wednefday the tvventy-feventh of May, 1713. And continued by feveral

Prorogations unto Wednefday the fourteenth of OUober following, and then

met ; being their third Seffion.

CHAP. V.

An A£t to prohibit fhooting or firing off

Guns, near the Road or High-Way, on
Bofton Neck.

r HERE AS the Limbs and Lives offeveral Perfans, have been greatly Preamble.

endangered in riding over Bofton Neck, by their Hcrfes thravjing of

them ; being affrighted and fiarting, at the Firing of Guns by Gunners

that frequent there after Game :

For preventing whereof for the future :

:S5c it enactetil)pi)is! (!Brccllencj) tU ©otjcrnour. Council anti Ec^
prcfcntatiUES, in «S5encral Court affcmtleti, ann t^ tU autfjoUtp

of tl[)C fame. That no Perfon or Perfons from and after the Publication of

this Aft, may prefume to Difcharge or Fire off any Gun upon Bejion Neck,

within tenRods of theRoad or High-Way leading over the fame,onPain of for-

feiting and paying theSum oftzventyShillings,for eachGun fo fired or difcharged :
p^,,,],

One Moiety thereof to be to and for the Ufe of the Poor in ^the faid Town of

Bofton ; and the other Moiety to him or them that fhall inform, complairl, and

fue for the fome : To be recovered before the Court of General SefTions of the

Peace with thein County,or before any one or more of her Majefly'sjuftices of

the Peace out of Court. And for the better Conviftion of Perfons offending

againft this A6t ; it fhall be lawful to and for any Freeholder to arreft and take

into Cuftody any Gun fo fired off, and render the fame to one of the next ^ ^^^ ^^

Juflices in Bojion, in order to its being produced at the Time of Trial. f^ifed.

C H A P. VI.

An A£t in Addition to the Law of this

Province, Intitled, An Ad: for High-
Ways ^ made in the fifth Year of the

Reign of the late King William and
Queen Mary.

WHEREAS in and by the faid ASi, " The Seleft-Men of each Town 5 IF. & M.
" refpedtively within this Province, are thereby impowred by them- ca. 10.

*' felves or others, to lay out or caufe to be laid out onJy Rich particular and
" private Ways, as may be judged necelTary for their refpeftive Towns. And
whereas it may and does often happen, that the Lands ofparticular Perfons or

Proprietors, may be, and are fo fititated and circumftanced as to make or reorder a
partimlar or private Way for the Ufe of fuch Perfon or Proprietor of abfolute

Neceffity ; which is not providedfor in and by thefaid A£l :

B b 2 y>t
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TSc it tljeccfo^c cnactcQ bp big OBx'cellcncptbiJ ($oiocrnour,Council
anD IRepvefentatiioes in ©eneml Court aCemblcD, anD bp t{)e

3[Utf)0litp of t{)C fame, Tha: the Seleft-Men; of each Town refpectively,"
to lay out

hereby impowred, by themfelves, or others whom they fhall appoint, to lav
particular or "^ r 1 1 - j i ^^^ s r ,

private Way.'; O"-"^ O"" caufe to belaid out partiailar or private.Ways between any of the

Inhabitants or Proprietors within their refpeftive Towns, as Hiall be' thought

necefTary, to or for any and every original Lot laid out or to be laid out in and^

by any Town or Proprietors, fo as no Dammagebe done to any particular Per-

fon or his Propriety, without due Recompence to be made either by the

Town, if concerned, or fuch of the Inhabitants or Proprietors who defire and
reap the Benefit of the fame ; as the: - Seleft-Men 'and Parties cofiC^rQed may
agree, or otherwife ; as fhall be ordered by the Juftlces of tHe

' Court ' hf
General SelTions of the Peace, £ts in and by thefaiid Ad is already;' directed

and provided for. _ . '. .

And whereas it hath lecn (and may yet be) found-by Experience,'ihaJihe Select-

Men of many 'Towns within this Province^ through Relation or other Interefi^av^

fo very much delayed ; ^tid at other Times abfolutely refufed to lay out or cMfe ^
be laid out particular or private JVays^for or within their feveral Towns ^ whe)^

thereunto dejired,'and the fa-me have been really neceffary ; which haJh been to the'

very great T)ammage and Grievance of Perfons concerned :

IBe it t&ercfo|g furtbct ena'fteti i)g t^e autijoiit? afc^efaio, That
when and fo often as ^the SeleCL-Zvien of any of the Towns within tliis Province,-

fhall unreafonably delay or refufe ,'to lay out, or caufe to be laid out, any fucH

particular or private Ways as aforefaid, to any fuch original Lot or Lots as^

powrcd bv'a
^forelkid, being thereunto defired by one or more of the Inhabitants or Pro-,

Committee, prietors of Land within theirTowns refped:ively ; that then, and in fuch Cafe,
to lay out her Majefty's Juftices of the. Peace within the feveraf Counties of this Pro-
particular or yincg, at any of their General SelTions, may, and are hereby impowred, by .a

Committee whoni they fhall appoint, to lay out, or caule to be laid out fuch pin-;

ticular or private AVays, within or for fuch Town ; or for or between any o^
the Inhabitants thereof, to or for any fuch original Lot or Lots, as aforefaid ; fo

.

Recompence; ^^ noDammage be done to any particular Perfon inhisLandorPropriety,without

due Recompence to be made either by the Tov.'n, if it be of general Benefit ;

otherwife by fuch of the Inhabitants as have the Benefit of fuch particular or

private Way, as fliall be ordered by the Juftices in their Seffions as aforelaid,

upon Inquiry into the fame, by ajury to be fummoned for that Purpofe : Any
Law, Ufageor Cuftom to the contrarynotwithftanding.

C H A P. VII. BA
AnA£t to prevent the annoying or ftopping

up of Harbours ; and the unjuft taking

offBallaft from the Shoar.

•I -?. ^112^*^ i^^ enaftcD bp |)i0 Cjcccllencgm <^omnout, Council ann
,; • ;JO Ecprefentatiioes in ©enerai Court aflremWcD, anD bp tU

' ^ 3IUtf)0?it.2 of IbC fame, That no iVIafter-or Commander of any Ship

or other Velfel, coming from Sea into any Road, Port or Harbour within this

caftin'^'Ballaft
P^o^i"'^^' ^^^^ prefume to unload or throw over-board, any Ballaft or Rubbifh

into the Har- '"^0 fuch Road, Port or Harbour, under the Penalty oi' Twenty Pounds : And,
bour, &(. in the ballafling or unballafling any Ship or otlier "\''ellel, there ftiall be a Canvas

or Tarpolin, which fliall reach from the Ballaft Fort or Gunnel, to the Li'ghter.

ojc Boat ; to prevent any Parr of the Ballaft or Rubbifh falling into fuch Port,

Road



Anno Regni A N N J?; Regin.e Duodec

Bills of CrctJit. ^ms. 195

Road ai»d Harbour as aforeiaid. Nor fliall any fuch Commander or Mafler, as

aroreiaid, taks off any Sort of Ballailfrom anyldand,Beach or otherLand.being

the Proprntcy^oi'any Town or of any particular Perfon Or Perfons within this Penalty for

^
Province, without leave firft had and obtained from the SeJea-Men offucli

'^^ftho^^f'"'"

Town, or the major Part of them, or from fuch Perfon or Peribns as they fhall Leave.

entriiil therewithal, or other the Proprietor ; under the Penalty of Forty Shil-

Ihigs ; to be recovered before a Juftice of the Peace.

Provided, That this Aft fliall not extend to the hindering any Commander
or Mafter of any Ship or other Veflel, after they are under Sale outward Bound, Provifo.

who find a Neceffity of taking in more Ballaft, to take the fame from off any

Illand, Beach or other Land, as above-mentioned, making Satisfaftion therefor.

The Penalties arifing by this Aft, to be one Half thereof for the Ufeofthe Forfcirurej!

Poor of the Town where the Offence is committed ; the other Half to theUfe
jiT'oibd!'^

and Benefit of the Informer. The Penalty of y^OTify Po«»i^ aforefaid, to be ^
''

recovered by Bill, Plaint oiinformation, in any of hcrMajefty's Courts of Record

within the: refpeftive Counties where the Offence fliall be committed.

C H A P. YIII.

An Ad: for the better fecuring ofthe Bills

of Credit on this Province from Forgery
and Corruption.

Aip^OB it cnafteo bp W OBrccllenc]? ti)C (^osoernour, Council antJ

20 Ecprefentatitieg in (General Court alfemblcD, ano fig tfie
^**^ aUtfjOjitg of tfje fame, That any one who fhall deteft and convift E'fty Pound,

any other Perfon or Perfons, that fliall have made a Plate or Prefs wherewith to ^°^
'^Pcrfra of

work off, forge or counterfeit, any of the Bills of Credit on this Province, of making a

that fhall have figned any Bill made on fuch counterfeit Plate, fhall be intitled Prefi, &;.

to a Reward of Fifty Pounds ; to be paid out of the public Treafury, by War-

rant from the Governour, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Council,

for every Perfon they fliall deteft and convift to be guilty as aforefaid, and

Ihall be pardoned and iridempnified, if they have been concerned in theForgery.

That any Perfon or Perfons that trrfl difcovers any falfe Bill made on a new F'»"^ Poundi

counterfeit Plate, fhall be intitled to a Reward of Five Pounds ; to be pgid
oYg^'l'Jmadc

out of the public Treafury, in Manner as aforefaid. ojf a faKe

An Act,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of her Majefly's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in Neztt-England, begun and held at Bofto7J, upon
Wednefday the twenty-feventh of iW^_y, 1713. And continued by feverai

Prorogations unto Wednefday the tejith of February following, and then

jnet ; being their fourth Seffion.

"""' ~ CHAP. IX.

An Ad in Addition to the Ad: for uphold-
ing and regulating of Mills.

WHEREAS it hath been fomtd by Experience, that ijvhen fotne Perfons

m this Province have been at great Coji and Expences, for building of % A, ca.

Mills ferviceabls for the public Good andBcmfit of the 'Town, or confiderahkNeiglo-
'

bourhood, in or near to which they have been ef-eiied ; that in raifing afaitSble

Head
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Head of Water for that Service, it hath fometimes fo hapned that famefmall !J)uan-

tity of Lands or Meadozvs have been thereby flowed and damnified., not belonging to

the Oivner or Owners offuch Mill or Mills, whereby fez-tral Controverfies, and

Laiv Suits have arifen :

For Prevention whereof for the future :

OBe it tlbercfo^e enafteo bp |)is ercetlcncptbe <S8tiernour, Council
Miii.baiicon anD iRepccfentatit)e0 in General Court affembleti, ann tip t!)e au*
Landi by the tj)0^itg Of tf)C faUtC, That where any Perfonor Perfons have already, or fhall

Owners.orby
j^ei-gafcer, fet up any Water Miil or Mills, upon his or their ownLands, or with'

fo be con- '^he Confent of the Proprietors of fuch Lands legally obtained, where upon fuch

tinued. Mill or Mills is, or fliall be erected or built •, that then fuch Owner or Owners
fliall have free Liberty to continue and improve fuch Pond for their bell: Ad-
vantage, without Moleftation.

And if any Perfonor Perfons find themfelves aggrieved and damnified in

Remedy for their Propriety of Lands, by its being flowed by the Owner or Occupant of

?*"d"h^^
°"

^'•^'-'^ ^'"^ flopping or raifing the Water ; that in every fuch Cale, the Party

over-Bowed. ^^ damnified in his Propriety, upon Application for Relief to the Court of Ge-

neral Seffions of the Peace in the County where fuch Mills or Pond is -, the

faid Court be and hereby are impowred to iffue out a Warrant directed to the

Sheriff of the fame County, to fummon and impannel a Jury of good and law-

ful Men at th.e proper Coft and Charge of the Owner or Owners of fuch Mill

or Mills ; and the Jury fhall be Sworn by a Juftice of the Peace, to a faithful

indifferent Apprifal of the yearly Dammage done to thePerfonCoraplainant,

by fiowing his or their Land as aforefaid -, and the Jurors Verdift being re-

turned by the Hand of the Sheriff, to the next Court of Quarter SefTions of

the County, where fuch Mill or Pond is ; being allowed and recorded, (hall be '

a fufHcientBar againfl any Aftion to be brought for any Dammages occafioned

by the flowing of anf fuch Lands as aforefaid : Save only an Adlion of Debt,

which the Complainant may bring for the Recovery of fuch yearly Sum or

Sums of Money, from the Owner or Occupant of fuch Mill aflfeft as aforefaid,

during the Time of luch flowing.

But if the Jury find no Dammage for the Complainant, then he or they to be

at the Coft of the Jury, as fhall be allowed by the Juftices of the faid Court.

A9:s and Laws,

PafTad by the Great and General Court or Affembly of HerMajefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fixth Day of May, i 7 i 4.

CHAP. I.

An A6t to prevent caufelefs Arrefts, &c.

WX^ it enafteD bp Us Crcellencp tf)c (Soticrnour, Council ano
ZO Eeprcfentatitjes, in (General Court -aflTemblcri, anD tp ttt

Writi to be
^^ autl)0?itp Of ti)C fame, That every Perfon, Principal or Attorney,

cndorj'd. Executor or Adminiftrator taking out a Writ or Attachment againft

another, before he receive it out ofthe Clerk's OlBce, fhall endorfe his SirName
on the back thereof towards the Bottom ; and fhall ftand chargeable and be

liable to anfwer and pay to the adverfe Party hisCofts arifing by the Arreft,and

charge of Imprifonment ("if any be^ to be taxed in common Form by the

Judges of the Court where the Writ is returnable in Cafe of non Profecution,

Difcontinuance -,
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Difcontiniiance -, or that the PlantifF be Non-fuit, or Judgment pafs againft

him, to l5e levied on the Principal, the Executor, Adminiftrator or Attorney,

that endorfed or took out fuch Writ ; if the Principal be without the Province

or be unable to pay the fame.

And no Perfon fhall entertain more than two of the fworn alJowedAttdrney, No Pcrfon to

at Law^ that the adverfe Party may have Liberty to retain others of them to entertammofe

alTift him, upon his Tender of the eftablifhed Fee, which they may not refufe. (^,^,,^.5

9nD be it furt&er cnaacQ Ijp tfjc autJioiitp afo?efaiD, That if the

Plantiff in any Action, fuffer a Non-fuit through the Default, Negligence or Artomey's

.Omiffion of his Attorney that drew the Writ, being an Attorney at Law,
Tfton"*^

''"^

praftifing and legally admitted in the Courts of Law within this Province by draw a neu-f

miflaying of the Atlion, or othervvife ; fuch Attorney fhall draw a new Writ Wric withou

without a Fee, in Cafe the Plantiff fee Caufe to revive his Suit. a F^"^-

CHAP. II.

An Aft enlarging the Pay of the Repre-
fentatives.

WHEREAS the Allowance by Law granted to the Reprefejitatives of the „ ,

.

feveral Towns for their Service in attending of the Great and General

Court or Afjembly, as by Law ejlablifloed, is only three Shillings per Diem a Man ;

which is not fuffxient to anfwer the Charge of their 'Travel and neceffary Expence :

15e it tbEtcfo^e enacten &p bis (JBrceUencgtije (Soucrnour,Council
ano iReptefentati'oc0 in (^enetal Court affcmblcD, aiiD bg tlje

3Utf)0|itp of tfje fame, That from the beginning of this prefent Seffion and
^ , ^^, j^^-^^

ever after, until this Court fliall order otherwife, there be paid by each Town to each lle-

refpetSlively yij?/r Shillings in Money ^^r Diem, to each of their Reprefentatives, prefentauvc

during their Attendance on the Court, and for the neceffary Time expended in

their journeying to and from thence, to be paid within one Month next after

the End of each Seffion refpeftively •, any Law, Ufage or Cuftam to the con-

trary notwithiianding.

CHAP. III.

An Ad for the more efFeftua] preventing
the Corruption and counterfeiting the

Bills of Credit on this Province,

/%y(^<B it enaaeu bj? fjig Crccllencg tlje (^otiernour. Council anti

^Q Eeprefentatitoesin General Court aiTembleD, ana bp tlje a fccondCon-
^**^

2Ut|30?itp of tbe fame, That every Perfon convided of faffffyin^, viSion made

forging or counterfeiting any of the Bills of Credit on this Province; or of ^''""y-

augmenting, altering or increafing the Sum in any of the faid Bills ; or of _
making a falfe and counterfeit Plate •, and fliall fall into the faid Tranfgreffion '

•^^'^^

in any of the Particulars afore-mentioned a fecond Time, and be thereof duly

convitted ; every fuch Offender fhall be deemed and adjudged a Felon, and
fuffer the Pains of Death, as in Cafes pf Felony ; Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom
to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

An Ad for preferviog theHarbour at Cape
Cod, and regulating the inhabitants and
Sojourners there.

w HER E AS the Harbour at Cape Cod, being very ufeful and commodi-

ous for fijhing^and the Safety of Shipping both inward and outward bounds

Preamble, is in 'Danger of being damnified^ if not mad,e wholly unferviceahle, by dejlroying

the 'Trees ftanding on the faid Cape, {f not timely prevented -, ) the Trees and

Bufloes being of great Service to keep the Sandfrom being driven into the Harbour

by the Wind :

TBe it cnafteD bp U^ (JBrcellencj) t!)e (Soi3eniour, Council anU
IReprefcntatities in (general Court affembleD, ann bp tfte 9utf)0|itp

of tf)0 fame, That from and after the Publication oi this Act, no Perfon or

Penalty for Perfons may prefume to bark or box any Pine Tiee or Trees, ftanding upon
barking or

^^^ ^f jf^g Province Lands on the faid Cape for the drawing of Turpentine ; on

Trc'ei!^
'°^ ^^'" of forfeiting and paying the Sum oi' ten Shillings, for each Tree fo barked

or boxed, and the Turpentine drawn from them, if to be found ; one Moiety

thereof to her Majefty for the Support of her Majefliy's Government within this

Province, and the other iVIoiety to him or them that fliall inform orfue for the

fame in any of her Majefty's Courts of Record within th^r, Province.

ThcLands on 3ntJ tt it tuxtUt cnactet) bp tlje aut'ooiity^ afoiefaiD, That whereas

CapeCodmidc a Number of Inhabitants are fettled upon the faid Cape, and many others
a Prccina. refort thither at certain Seafons of the Year to make fifliing Voyages

The Inhabi-
there, which has not hitherto been under theGovernment of any Town, or Re-

tants to fettle gulation among themfelves •, that henceforth all the Province Lands on the

a Minifter 8e faid Cape be a Diftrift or Precind -, and the Inhabitants there are obliged to
allow him (Jo/ procure and fupport a learned orthodox Minifter of good Converfation todif-
pr

.

mum.
pgj^j-g jj^g Word of God among them, and to allow him fixty Pounds a Year
Maintenance.

And for the better enabling them ioraife and fay the faid yearly Maintenance^

with the Affifiance offuch as fojourn among them at the fifhing Seafons, and have

the Privilege oj the Audience with them :

IBe it fUrtbCt enaCtCQ, That all and every Perfon and Perfons coming
'

v"^f^y *° abide and fojourn there on fifhing or whaling Voyages, during his and their

Pence a Week Continuance and Abode there, fhall pay four Pence a Man per Week v/eekly,

^ecMan to the to be paid by the Mafter of the Voyage or Boat, for his whole Company, to

S"PP°7 .2' Ebenezer Done, who is hereby appointed and impowred to be the firft Colleftor
the Mmitter.

^^^ Receiver of the faid Rate or Duty, on Behalf and to theUfc of the Minifter

of the Precinft. And upon Negledt or RefufaF of any Perfon or Perfons to

Colleaor.
make Payment as aforefaid, to levy the fame by Diftrefs by Warrant to him
diredled from the next Juftice of the Peace -, fuch Juftice being alfo hereby

Diftre(>. impowred upon Complaint to him made, to ilTue forth a Warrant of Diftrefs

accordingly.

PutuntJerthe •^"'^ ^^^ ^^'^ Diftrifl or Precinfb is hereby annexed and put under the Con-

Conftablcrick ftablerick of Truro, until this Court take furtherOrder : And the Seleft-Men or

of ^ruto. Afleflbrs of Truro are hereby diredled and impowred to aflefs and apportion

on the Inhabitants of the faid Precinil from Time to Time, fuch Sum and fo

much as the Duty as aforefaid, laid upon theFifhermen fhall fall ftiort ofmaking
u^Jtxty Pounds per Annum, for the Minifter, direfted as aforefaid, and to make
out a Warrant as the Law directs for the gathering of the faid Affefsment.

ACTS.
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Afts and Laws,

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty's '
Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at BoJ^on, upon

Wednefday the twenty-fifth of iV%, 171 5.

CHAP. I.

An Ad againft Burglary,

rHEREAS notivithftending the Lazvs already made for the punifaing

of criminal Offenders, many Perfons of late have been fo hardy, as to

break open in the Night, the DwelBig Houfes offeveral of his Majefiy's 4 f^-^ ^••

good Subjci^s , and have not only Jtolen theirGoods, but put than in Fear ^^' ^'

and Banger of their Lives :

IBz it tfjerefo^e enactcD by t&c ©otiernour, Council anu
JReprefcntatii3C0, in ©cncral Court afiembleo, ann hv tf)C

9Utf)0?itpOf tljC fame, That if any Pcrlbn or Perfons fliall here-after in the

Night Time break and enter into any Dwelling Ploufe then inhabited, with a

felonious Intent to rob or kill, or to do fome otherFelony ; he or they fo offen-

ding and being thereof convifted, flTall be adjudged to fuffer the Pains of

Death : Any former Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. II.

An A£l;for the better preferving,increafing,

and fecuring Naval Stores ^ particularly

Tar, Turpentine, and Rozin, within this

Province.

"^"KJ HEREAS there has been Wafle and Stray made of the Pine Trees, and

V f other Timber, within this Province :

For Prevention whereof :

^c it enacten Op big Crcellencg tfjc (Souernour, Council
ano iReprefcntatitJCjj, in ©cnetalCoutt aiTemtJleD, ano 6p tfje au^
t|)Olitp of tf)0 fame, That from and after the Publication of this Aft, no
Perfon or Perfons may prefume to cut or carry offany Tree Trees, or Tim-
ber, bark or box any Pine Tree or Trees, for the drawing ofTurpentine ftand-

ing upon any of the Lands belonging to this Province, ProprietorSjTownfhips,

or particular Perfons, without Leave or Licence firft had and obtained from the

Owner or Owners thereof : on Pain of forfeiting and paying theSum of twenty

Shillings, for every Tree fo cut or removed, bark'd or boxed. And the Tur-
pentine drawn from them when found either in the Trees aforefaid, Barrels,

or other Veffels lying upon the faid Lands, to be a like forfeited : One Moiety
thereof to the refpeftive Owners of the fiid Land and Trees, the other Moiety
to be to him or them that fliall inform or fue for the fame before any Juftice

of the Peace in the County where the Offence is committed ; if the

Forfeiture exceed not forty Shillings, but if above that Value, in any of his Ma-
jef!:y's Courts of Record, within this Province.

C c A(5b
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A£ts and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or AflTembly of his Majefry's Province

of the Majfachtifetts-Bay in New-Eng/and, begun and held at Bofion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-Hfdi of iVfi^j, 17 15. And continued by Proroga-

tion unto Wednefday the twentieth Day ofj'uly following, and then met.

C li A P. III.

An A6t for building and maintaining a

Light-Houfe upon the Great Brewiter

(collcd'EeaconJ/Ianci) at theEntrance of the

Harbour of BoHoiu

Preamble. W

Diicjr to be

paid.

Meafure of

Veflel..

HEREAS the Want of a Light-Houfe at theEntrance of the Harbour

of Boiton, hath been a great Difcouragement to Navigation, by

the Lofs of the Lives and Eflates of feveral of his Majefly's

SubjeSis :

For Prevention whereof :

15e it enacteo 6y Us Crcellencp tU ^oijernour, Council m^h
iacprefentatitjcs in ^^eneral Court alTembleD, ann tig tbe autboiite
of tf)0 fame, That there be a Light-Houfe, erected at the Charge of the

Province, on the fouther-mofh Part of the Great Brewfter call Beacon- Ifland, to

be kept Jighted from Sun-fetting to Sun-rifing.

That from and after the building of the faid Light-Houfe, and kindling a

Light in it, ufeful for fliipping coming into or going out of the Harbour of

Bojtonj or any other Harbour within the Maffachufetts-Bay, there fhall be paid

to the Receiver of Impoft, by theMafter ofallShips andVelTels, exceptCoafters,

the Duty o^ one Penny perTun,'mv7zxAs, % and alfo one Penny perTntt^ouV^zxds,

and no more, for every Tun of the Burden of the faid Veffel, before they load

or unload the Goods therein.

And that all Veflels havnigtwo Decks fliall be meafured upon the Main-

Deck, from the Stem to the Stern Poft, then fubduding the Breadth from Ouc-

Side to Out-Side athwart the main Beam, the Remainder to be accounted her

Length by the Keel, whicb being multiplied by the Breadth aforefaid, and

the Produft thereof multiplied by one Half of die faid Breadth as the Depth
of the Hold : And the whole Produifl divided by one Hundred, the Quotient

fliall be accounted the Tunnage of faid Ship or Veflel ; and all Ships or odier

VelTels having a fingle Deck, or Deck and Half, to be meafured in the fame

Manner (except the Depth in Holdj which fhall be from the Under-Side of

the main Beam to the Cieling.

That none fhall be accounted Coafters by this Aft, but fuch who import only

Coaftcriwho. Provifions, Tar, Pitch Turpentine, or Lumber, whofe Owners- belong to this

Province, or the Provinces or Colonies of Rhode-Tfknd, ConntMicut, New-Tork,

Jerfeys, Penjihania, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina and Nova-Scotia ; and

that are bond fide bound to fome of^the fore mentioned Governments •, all fuch

Coafters to pay only two Shillings each Time they clear out.

That allFiihing Veflels, Wood-Sloops, ^c. employ'd in bringing of Fiih,

Wood, Stones, Sand, Lime or Lumber, from any of the Parts within this

Province, coming into faid Harbour of Bojlon ^c. i^ayfive Shillings at their firft

coming in or going out, and no further Payment to be demanded of them by

the Space of one Year next follov/ing.

And
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And the CommilTioner orReceiver of Impoll: is hereby impowred by himlelf

or Deputies, by him to be appointed, to colled and receive the feveral Duties

aforefaid -, to fue for and Recover the fame by Aftion of Debt in the Inferiour
Djiie» how

Court of Common Pleas, in the County where laid Veffel loads or unloads, vcrcd.

wherein noEffoign orWager of Law fhall be allowed, nor more than onclmpar-

Jance ; and where the Sum does not exceed Forty Shillings, before one fingle

Juftice of the Peace.

And the Commiffioner of Impofb or Deputy fhall attend at his Office at cer- Commiflioncr

tain Hours ds Die in Diem, for entring Ships and Veflels, and to give Certifi- 'o attend ar

cate of paying the Duty thereof to theNaval Officer, for which he fliall demand c^f^'^Hours.

and reccive7/.v Pence, and no more.

And no Ships or VelTels fliall be cleared by the Naval Officer, until fuch Naval Officer

Certificate be produced that theDuty of theLight-Houfe be paid ; and the Ship "°|;,'°g^^^^'"'

with Mafter fhall ftand charged with the Duty thereof, till paid to the Com- '

mifTioner of Impoft.

^nD fie it further enaaeis bp t!}C autfjoiitg aforefalB, That the Per- deeper of the

fon who fliall be appointed from Time to Time by the General Court or Af- Lij;hrHo.,!c

fembly to be the Keeper of the faid Light-Houfe, fhall carefully and diligently oretuHy to

attend his Duty at all Times in kindling the Lights from Sun-fetting to Sun- ^''^"'^ "^'^

rifing, and placing them fo as they may be moft feen by VefTels coming in or

going out ; and upon Conviflion of Neglect of his Duty before the Court of

General Seffions of the Peace within the County, fliall be liable to be fined ac-

cording to the Degree and Circumftances of his Offence, not exceeding One

Hundred Pounds ; two thirds thereof to be to his iVIajefty, to and for the Sup-

port of the Government of this his Majefty's Province, and the other third Part

thereof to the Perfon or Perfons that fliall inform of fuch Negleft -, to be reco-

vered by Bill, Plaint or Information in any of his Majefty's Courts of Record

within this Province.

CHAP. IV.

An A£t for the more fafe keeping the Re-
giftry of Deeds andConveyances of Lands.

WHEREAS the rearing of Deeds and Conveyances of Lands hath for •Jg^''""'"!

a long Time pafi proved very beneficial upon tnany Accounts : - g. ca. 6.

15e it tbecefoie enaaen tipW CrcellcncptfjetSotsetnour, Council »- g c, 5.

anB IRepcefentatities in General Couit aifemtiieD, aiiu t)} tU 2lii=

t|30|it5 of ti)e fame. That for the more fafe and convenient keeping the

Regiftry of Deeds and Conveyances as aforefaid, there fhall be choien in each

County within this Province, fome difcreet, fliitable Perfon having a Freehold

within the fame, to the Value at leaft o^ "Ten Pounds per Annum, to be the Re- a Regifierro

gifter in fuch County, who fliall be chofen by the Votes of the Freeholders of be choicn hv

each refpeftive Town, at their Meeting in March next, by the fame Rule and ''^= Freehol-

Method as by Law is prefcribed for the chooflng of County Treafurcrs. And '^''"" '"''"

thePerfon fo chofen and accepting thereof, being firft fworn before theSupcriour

or Interiour Court, or two Juftices within the County Riorum Units ; fhall be To continue

and continue in the aforefaid Office five Years unleis removed or difplaced by fi'-e Years

Order of the Court of General Seflions of the Peace in fuch County, for Mif^ unleO.

demeanour or Failure in his Duty -, the faid Officer to give Bond to the Value

of Five Hundred Pounds, with two Sureties, for the faithful Difcharge of his 8""^
""'^''^

Trufl:. And in Cafe of Non-acceptance,Death or Removal of any fuch Perfon

fo eledted, two or more of his Majefty's Juftices within fuch County ^torum ^ "*."' ? '''^

Unus, are hereby impowred to grant out their V^arrants direfted to the Select-

C c 2 Men
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Men of the feveral Towns within fuchCounty, ordering them forthwith to con-

vene the Freeholders of their refpcftive Towns, and proceed to the Choice of
fome other meet Perfon -, the Votes to be brought in as aforefaid. And that

The Office ro there fhall be a publick Office in the Shire Town of each County within this

Shire ToVn"^
Province, for regiftring of Deeds and Conveyances as aforefaid. And that the

Fees for regiftring fhall be the fame as is therefor already by Law eftablifhed :

Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. V.

An A6t in Addition to anAd for regulating

Fees.

JJ/HER E AS in the aforefaid AS there is not mention made of the Fees to he

ca i*-^"
taken for many Things which may from Time to Time be entred., recorded^ re-

3 G. 'ci. j6. gifired, and copied, either in the Secretary, or Clerks Offices, of the feveral Courts

ivithin this Province :

25e it tJjecefoic cnacterrtjg tis ^Ercellenc^ tf)C(Sotictnou.r,arou.ncil

attD EeptcCcmatities, in (^eneraiOTourt aflemtileD, auD Isj? tfje aiu
tf)0?itj? of tI)S fame. That no Officer whatfoever fhall afk, demand and take

Fee for copy- any more than /zyffo^ Poti:^ a Page, each Page containing twenty-bright Lines,
ing the Page,

gjgj^j. Words in,a Line •, and fo propordonable for the entring, recording, regif-

Penalry. tring, and copying all and everyMatter, and Thing whatfoever ; on Pain of tor-

feiting andpaying the likeSum of tenPonnds, as by the aforefaidLaw is provided.

CHAP. VI.

An AcS; in Addition to An A£t of Limi-

tation for quietting of Pofleflions.

WHEREAS the Eim.itation of Time for the Continuance of Poffrfjion hy

the aforefaid AEl, did not extend or was underfiood to extend unto any

Eloufes or Lands lying to the Eaftward o/Pifcataqua-River, or in other

the Frontiers referred to infaid AB ; hut a furtherTime was enlarged and length-

ened out for the Space offiveTears next after the ending oftheWarwith thejndians,

during ivhich Space all Perfons might purfue their Right and Claim to any Hoiifes
~~

and Lands lying in thofc Parts : Andforafmuch as finee the enaSiing the aforefaid

Law, the Peace was made and concluded ^vilh the faid Indians in the tenthl'ear of
the Reign of his late IVIajefty King William ; notwithflanding which the afore-

faid Indians broke out again into open War and Rebellion in the fecond Tear of her

late Majefly's Rei^n, and continued the fame until the laft Tear ; by Reafon of

whichRupturesPerfons coidd not without great Hazzard andDufficully pmfue their

Right and Claim to Houfes and Lands lying to the Eaftward of Pifcataqua-River,

or in other the aforefaid Frontiers : And in as much as the fetling of the Eaftern

Parts and Frontiers, will be ofgreat Benefit to this Province : The Accomplifhment

whereof will be very much retarded and kindred iinlefs Perfons can be fecured in

their Purchafes and Poffeffions :

TBe it tljctcfoic enacteD b^ f)i0 (jErceOencp tfie (!0Otiernout,Coun»

til ant) ]RepL-efcntatiioc0, in ^zmx.'&X Couct aflTemtileo, ann tg t&e
3Ut{)0?itgOf ti)C fame, That there Ihall be a furtherTime of fiveYears from

Five Years
''^^ '^'^^ of this Inftant July, one Thoufind feven Hundred and fifteen, allowed

Time further.
"^ Perfons to purfue cheif Right and Claim to any Houfes and Land in

thofe

W. ca
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thole Parts and Places and every of them, and no longer. And allAdlionsand
"

Proceffes to be there-after brought for the fame, are hereby excluded and for

ever debarred.

Provided alivays. That there fliall be aSaving of all public Lands belonging

to this Province, not orderly difpolcd of.

Provided dfo. That this A£t fhall not be underflood to bar the Title of any Proufo.

Infant, Feme Covert., or Perfon non compos Mentis, imprifoned or in Captivity •,
1,"^^''^' ^"^

•v?ho fhall be allowed the Term of five Years next after fuch Imperfeftion re-
J^^^^

^^"
moved, to purlue theirClaim orChallenge to any Houfes or Lands wherein they

have L^.terell or Title : And the Time of five Years fliall be all-owed toPerfons

having an Eftate in Reverfion in any Houfes or Lands, from the Time fuch Perfon be-

Reverfion falls to recover theirRight : And Perfons beyond Sea fl:iall be allowed 1?"'* ^=' '^"

the Term often Years from the Publication of thb A6t, to purfue their Claim

and Challenge to any Houfes^or Lands, as aforefaid. .w »-jw
^'_ _ -

.
. ;

..yn-ytbiiiU bns nsiWid-J

Afls and Laws, ^:

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty's Province ,
-

of the Majpicbufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fifth of Mry, 171 5. And continued by feveral

.Prorogations unto Wednefday the twenty-third of Day November following,

and then met.

C H A P. L

An Aft in Addition to an Adt for ere£ling

of a Powder-Houfe in BoHon,

r HEREAS the Confifcation of Powder kept in Houfes andWare-Houfes,

has not been found fufficient to deter Menfrom fa keeping the fame, to the 5 -^ ^^- 5'

great Difcoiiragement and Dammage of fuch as affft in 'Time of F'tre^ ^ '^^'
"

to endeavour the extinguifJoing thereof

:

IBt it tfjcrcfo^E cnaftcD tp tU iLieutenant i^atjernour, Council
ant! IRcprefentatities, in General Court aflTembieu, ann bjp tfje au=
tl)0?itpOftt)E fame, That from and after the Publication hereof, any Perfon

within the Town oi Bofton, that fhall prefume to keep in his Houfe or Ware-
houfe any Powder, above what is by Law allowed, fnal! forfeit and pay for

every Half Barrel, the Sum of i^^^'t? Pounds, and fo ^ro r«/^ for every greater
"'"'>•

Quantity over and above the Forfeiture or Confifcation of the faid Powder;
one Moiety thereof to be for the Ufe of the Poor of the Town, to be paid to

theTown Treafurer, the other Moiety to .the Firewards, or any others thaclhall

fue for the fame.

^nn be it futtf)er cnactcn bg tbe aut!}o?itg afo?efaii3, That ti^e
,^^,5^ ^i

Qiiantity of Powder allowed to be kept in Shops for Sale in Bofton, do not ex- ^^^^^ al-

ceed twenty-five Pounds : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary there- low'd to ht

of notwithftanding. Saving neverthelefs. The ordinary Tov/n Stocks,as in the, kept in Shops,

afore -recited Aft is expreffed.

And whereas there is often Danger by carelef Perfons carrying Powder tbro'

the Town uncovered :

TBe it tbcrefoje cnafteD bp tbe 9utf)0iitp afoiefaiD, That after the

publication of this Aft, no Perfon whatfoever prefume to carry thro' theTown P°«''^'^
'°J^~

any half Barrel, Barrel or Barrels of Powder, unlefs fecuf^d by fome fufficient
carried *ihro'

covering of Leather or Cloth fpfead over it ; on Penalty of ferfeiting Ten Shil- the Town,

Ungs per Barrel, for each Offence, and fo pro rato for Caflcs of leffer Size, to be

recovered
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Penalry. reGo.vered of the Perfons carrying the fame ; by Bill, Plaint or Iriforrrlation be-'

fore any Court proper to try the fame. '
•

' '

And whereas the Tozvn of Bofton has often been in great Hazzard of Fire, by

throwing of Sqtiibs, Serpents and Rocketts, andby theperforming of'other Fire-

IForks :
--.--

^
Jt is furtf)Cf enaften by t!)e autfjojitp 'afo^efaiD, That any Perfon or

Penalty^or Peifons whofoever Hiall throw any Squibs, Serpen-ts or Rockets, or perform-

SnTiSs '%'c. ^"y ot'i^r Fire-Works within the Streets, Lanes orAlleys in theTown c>i Boflon','

or upon or from the Houfes within the fame, fliall forfeit and pay the Sum of
twenty. Shillings for every fuch Offence, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Infor-'

matipn, before a Juftice of the Peace, .or in any of his Maiefty's Courts of Re--
" cord ; the one Half of the aforefaid' Fines to be to the Informer, and theother:

Moiety to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town.

anD&c it furtijer enafteD ijg t!)e aiitljoiitg afo?cfaiD, That if any

Children and Children or Servants of theAge of twelve Ycars.and upwards fliall offend againft

Servants to be this A£t in any of theParticulars therein mentioned, and their Parents or iMafter
fined or pun- refufe to anfwer the Forfeiture or Dammage av/arded againft them , they fhall

throlina
^^ puniflied by fetting in the Stocks or Cage, or by Imprifonment, not exceed-

Squibs, gfc. ing twenty- four Flours, at the Difcretion ot the Court or Juftice before whom..

Parents or
the Profecutipn fhall be,, according to the Nature and Degree of the Offence,

Mafters to and Circumftances aggravating. . And the Pa-ents or Maftersof any Child or

pay for Chtl- Servant under the Age ofitwelve.Years, fhall pay aPine of Tm Shillings for any

fhe Ve'^o'f
^"'^'^ ^^'^'^ ^^ Servant tranfgreffing, as aforefaid. -

r r

j/ Ywrs! ^^^ '^he Firewards are hereby directed to take effectual Care to. put this A£t_

F' A to
^" Execution, and are fully impowred to fue for, recover and take the fevcral"

fue for the Fines and Forfeitures afore- mentioned', by Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of
Fines. his Majefty's Courts of R-ecord within this Province. ' ' ,-, ;-^:.;

- C HA P. II.
'•'-'" ^^" -^ ^^ ^

An Ad: for preventing Dammage to tn8
Houfing and other Eftate, within the

feveral Towns of this Province. ,.;-

WHEREAS manyPerfans of late have been fo mifchievous, more efpecially

in the Time of public Rejoycings, as to break the Glafs Windozvs of

feveral Houfes, and to commit divers other Infolencies in one or more of the

'Towns within the faid Province : /",^^

For Prevention whereof for the future :

IBc it enaftcD tiptJie lieutenant (©oticmcur. Council ano iRepre*

fcntatities in General Court aircmLncn, anti b)? tf)e amboiitg of tf)e

fame, That from and after the Publication of this Aft, if any Perfon or Perfons

dowi not'To
^'^" wilfully break the Glafs Windows- of any H-oufe within any of the Towns

be broken, of this Province, either thofe made Ufe of for public Occafions or belonging to

any private Perfon, or, by throwing Stones, Snow-Balls, kicking Foot-Balls,

or any other Ways ; or fhall wilfully break down any Fences belonging to any

fuch Houfe or Houfes, or any Paftures or other Inclofures, and be thereof

Fenceinot to legally convift before one or more of hisMajefty's Juftices of the Peace withiri

be broken, f^ich County, or before the Court of General Sefilons of the Peace within the

County where fuch Town lies, he or they lb offending fliall not only be liable

to the Suit or Aftion of the Owner or Poffeffor of fuch Houfe or Fences fo

damnified, but fhall alfo pay a Fine of twenty Shillings at leaft, and not exceed-
Penalrjr. jng the Sum of Five Pounds, for the Ufe of the Poor of the faid Town.

anij
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gina tse it fuctfjec enattcB i3p tfjc autfjoiit?? afovcfaiD, That the

Treallirer for the Time being of the Town wliere the Offence is committed,

be, and hereby isdire6led and impovvrcd to fue any Perfon or Perfons who fhall Treafiucr

do any Dammage asaforefaid, to any of theHoufes madeUfe of by the Pubhck,
}"'g''°^'^1he

'°

either on civil or religious Accounts, or to any of the Pubhck Burying-PIaccs ; pii,^,,

and the Money recovered on fuch Suit fliall be appropriated for the repairing

offuch Iloufe or Houfes, or BuryingT^Jaces fo damnified.

SintJ tie it furtfect enaacB by tijc autfjoiltg afarefaiD, That if any

Perfon or Perfons offending againll this Aft, and being thereof convidl -, fliall Perfons refuf.

refufe to pay the Fine above-mentioned ( orwhen they areChildren or Servants i'lRto pay the

their Parents or Mafters fliall refufe to pay the famej he or they fo convidt f!i,all
t''"«'°^''=

be punifiied by Whipping, fetting in the Stocks or Cage, or by Imprifonment,
^'*"'

at the Difcretion of the Court or Juftice before whom the Profecution fliall

be, according to the Nature and Degree of the Offence and Circumftances aggra-

vating the fame.

CHAP. ni.

An kSt in Addition to the A61, Intituled

An AB agahiji counterfeiting the Bills of
Cr^edit of this Province, pafs'dinthe third

Year of her late Majefty Queen Anne. 5 a ca. 2.

WHEREAS in the [aid AEi, there is no Frovifion made for the Rewar-
ding of fuch Perfons as flmll make Difcovery of the altering or increajing

the Value of any of the Bills of Credit on this Province, by Law eftaUifbed :

OBc it therefore enafteo ftp t\)e Lieutenant ©oticrnour. Council
anD Eeptefentatiijes in General Court aiTcmlJleD, anD lip the ^uti)o=

?itpOft^e fame, That whofoever fhall give Information of any Perfon or b;ii, of Cce-

PerTons altering or increafing the Sum or Figures, fet and expreffed in any of die not to be

the Bills of Credit on this Province, now made or hereafter to be made ; or of altered or m-

any Perfon or Perfons uttering any fuch Bill or Bills, knowing the fame to be "^^ '^ '

fo altered or increafed, lo that the Perfon or Perfons guilty thereof be rendered

to Juftice and convifted •, every fuch Informer fhall receive as a Reward for

his good Service therein, the Sum of ten Pounds, to be paid to him out of the „ ,

publick Treafury ; and to be repaid into the Treafury out of the Offenders

Goods or Eftate, fo far as that will extend, by Orderof-theCourt where thcPerfon

fliall be convifted.

CHAP. IV.

An ASt in farther Addition to the Ad
for encouraging the killing of Wolves, ^p^.^mM

made in the fifth Year of the Reign jV: ca, j.

of King William and Queen Mary. "

Be it cnaactJ Op tfje lieutenant (Sotietnour, Council anD laepte^

fentatiueg in (J5enecal Couvt affemlsleD, anD ftp t&e 9utf)0iitp woues to be

of tOelame, That from and after the Publication of this Act, the Reward for deftroy'd.

Killing a Grov/n Wolf fliall be the Sum o^forty Shillings^ to be paid according R^^grd.
to the Provifion made in faid Act.

And
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And for as much as feme Toivns in this Province have fuffered in their ^heep ly

unruly and ravenous Dogs :

OBeit Cnaftetl tj? t&C autl)0?ttp afOrefaiO, That whenfoever it fliall

Unruly and happen that any Dog fhall kill or wouud any Sheep, and Proof be made there-

of before any of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for the County, where fuch

Dammage is done, the faid Juftice is required fpeedily to notify the Owner of

faid Dog of fuch Dammage -, and if faid Dog be not killed within forty eight

Hours after fuch Notice given, the Owner fhall forfeit the Sum o^five Pounds,

to be recovered by Adion, Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of His Majefty's

Courts of Record within this Province, and to be difpofed for the Ufe of the

Poor of tli^ Town where the Dammage is done •, and the faid Owner fh'all be

further liable to the Aftion of any Perlbn damnified, as aforefaid.

ravenous

Dogj ro be

Penally.

Preamble.

Moderator to

be chofen by
the Majority

of Votci.

Penalty on

Perfonsfpeak-

ing without

leave from

the Modera-

Town Trea.
furcr to rcco-

ver the Fine«.

Ten or more
Freeholders

may defirc a

Town Mect-

4 ir. and M.
ca, 1 8.

CHAP. V.

An ASt for the better regulating of Town
and Proprietary Meetings.

WH EP^E A S by Reafon of the diforderly Carriage offame Perfons in faid

Meetings^ the Affair and Bufincjs thereof is very much retarded and

obflruaed

:

P'or preventing whereof :

IBe it enaftcD bptljc lieutenant (£>ouemour, Council anDlRepre^
fentatities in General Court aa'emi3leD, ano by tU autbo^itp of ttje

fame, I'hat at every fuch Meeting a Moderator fliall be tirft chofen by a

Majority of Votes, who fliall be thereby impowred to manage and regulate the

Bufinefs of that Meeting. And when it fiiall fo happen that any JVIatter re-

mains doubtful after a Vote, the Moderator is hereby dircdedand required that

the fame be decided by the Poll , if feven or more defire it, prefently after the

Vote is called in Queflion •, in Proprietary Meetings the faid Polls to be num-
bred according to their Interell.

HnU be it fUrtfier enaCtCD, That no Perlbn prefume to fpeak before Leave
firfl obtained from the Moderator ; nor when any other is orderly fpeaking.

And that all Perfons be filent attheDefire of theModerator,under thePenalty and
P'orfeiture oifiveShillings, for theBreach of every fuchOrder. And if anyPerfon

being by the Moderator notified of fuch Offence fhall ftill perfift in the

fame, that then the Moderator fhall order fuch Perlbn to with-draw from faid

Meedng, and fuch Offender upon his Refufal thereof, fhall forfeit and pay the

Sum of twenty Shillings ; the refpeftive Forfeitures to be recovered by the

Town-Treafurer of fuch Town, wherein any of the aforefaid Offences fhall be
committed, before any one or more of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for

the County wherein fuch Town lies, to be difpofed of ; the one Half for the

Ufe of the Poor of faid Town, the other Half to the faid Towri-Treafurer.

9nU be it fUttijCt CnafteD, That when andfo often as tenor more of the

Freeholders of any Town fhall fignify under their Hands to the Seleft-Men

their Defire to have any Matter or Thing inferred into a Warrant for calling a

Town-Meedng, the Seled-Men are hereby required, to infert the fame in the

next Warrant they fhall iffue, for the calling a Town-Meenng. And that no
Matter or Thing whatfoever, fliall be voted or determin'd but wliat is inferted

in the Warrant for calling faid Meeting.

Provided, That Town-Meetings for Choice of Reprefentatives be regulated

by the Seledf-Men, as is ordained in the fourth Year of King William and

Queen Mary.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

An Ad in Addition to the Aft Intituled,

An A6t for regulating of Townfliips,

Choice of Town-Officers, and fetting ^a^l^"'
'"

forth theirPower, made and paffed in the

fourth of IVtlliam and Mary.

^j[^(!B it enaftcD anD Dcclarcn bp ttiC lieutenant (Soucrnour,
JTb Council anOiRcprefentatitie^ tn^&eneralCouit aircmtJlED,anti^^

i3g tfje autt)0?itp of tf)e fame, That where any Peribn or Perfonsis

convifted of the Breach of aTownOrder orBy-Law before ajuftice of thePeace,
and neglect, or be unable to pay their Fine •, that in every fuch Cafe, it fhall

and may be lawful to and for fuchJuftice, to Order fuch Perfon or Perfons either

to ftand committed to the Goal of the County, by the Space of twenty- four
Hours, and not exceeding five Days, or be let in the Cage or Stocks, not ex-
ceedi/ig the Space of four Hgurs.

CHAP. VII.

An A£t in Addition to an A£t Intituled,

An jQfor the Settlement andT>iftrihution

of the Eftates of LiteBates, made and".*-'"/'"

pafledin the fourth Year of the Reign of
ILing William and Queen Mary^

fWP-fB it enaftetJ biPtlje Lieutenant (Sotiernour, Council anD Ec=^

2^ p);efentatiues in<^eneralCoutt airembletJ,anD t]ptf)eautt)0?itp
'^'*^ Oftf)efaine, That where two or more -haveLetters of Adminiftration

granted them of any Inteftates Eftate, and one or more of them take all or the

greatefl Part of fuch Eftate into his or their Hand or Hands, and refufe to pay

the Debts or Funeral Charges of fuch Inteftate, or come to an Accompt with

the other Adminiftrator ; that then aad in fuch Cafe, it fhall and may be law-

ful for fuch Adminiftrator aggrieved, to bring his Aftion of Accompt againft

the other Adminiftrator or Adminiftrators of the Eftate of the Inteftate,

in his or their Hand?, and recover his proportionable Part or Share of fuch

Inteftates Eftate, as Ihall belong or appertain unto him, after Debts, Funeral

Charges, and other Dues of the Inteftates are fully fatisfied and paid : AnyLaw,
Ufage or Cuftom to tha contrary thereof in any wife notwithftanding.

D d A.a&
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Afts and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or AlTembly of His Majefty's Province

of the MaJfachufettS'Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofion, upon
Wednefday the thirtieth oi May, 17 16.

C H A P. VIII.

An Ad relating to the great Bridge in

Billcy'tca.

Preamble. TIP HERE AS the Agents for the Tozvns .5/Biilerica and Chelmsford, by Bi-
'V reSfion of the faid T'ovjns in theirPctitwn to thisCoiirt at their prefent Sejfion^

havepewedforth, that there is a ^reat Bridge erecledoverConcord-RiverJn
the 'Townfhip of Billerica, and that the faid Bridge was built by the Towns of Bille-

rica, Chelmsford ^7?;^ Groton ; and Oicarding to aformer Settkmeyit made by a

Committee appointedfor the Settlement -of the Charge of the Bridges in the County of

Middlefex. But the Town c/Groton, upon Application to this Court in i6(^g,

did obtain a Difcharge from either building or repairing for the future, without

further Order from this Court. And further it -was alkdged in thefaid Petition,

that the faid Bridge is fallen into fuch Decay, that it is no IVays profitable to re-

pair, or fafe to improve any longer as it new is,but that the fame rmift of Necejfiy

be new-built ; and that it is apprehended the Charge will be fo great that the Bur-

then will be too heavy for Billerica and Chelmsford to bear, for theReafons therein

given, which more properly ought to come under Confideration of the Juftices of the

Court of General Seffion of the Peace in the County of Middlefex :

OBe it tf)crefo?e DcciatcB anti enaactJ bp tt)C fjonourablc tfte Lieu-
tenant <©otiemour. Council anti Eepvefentatiueg in <®cncral Couvt
affCmMCD, anp iJgtbC ^Utf)0?itg OftJ)Efame, That the Matters contained

R f Mt th
'"^ ^^^ ^^'"^ Petition be referred to the Confideration of the Juftices of the Court

Juflicciofthc of General Seffions of the Peace for the laid County o'i Middlefex,, at their Quar-

GeneralScf- terSeffions ; who are hereby ftilly authorized and impowred to take fuch Order
fioni of the about the faid Bridge frorn Time to Time, and at all Times hereafter, as fhali

Coumr°of
^ ^e judged meet and convenient, and to fettle the Charge of the fame, upon any,

MiMltft*, OJ* every the Towns of the, faid Coiirity. And the Paragraph in the Law ex-

empting the Town olGrotbn, fi-om"the Charge of the faid Bridge, is hereby re-

pealed, and made null and void.

- C H A P. IX.

An Ad ftating the Eees of the Cuftom-
Houfe Officers v^^ithin this Province.

^IKJ-C it enaa^D bp tbe Lieutenant (^otiemour. Council ano IRc^

•lO prefentatitie0 in^enetalCourt affembteD,antJ bg tf)eautbo?iti)
^"^^

of tbe fame. That the Fees to be hereafter demanded and received in

the Colleftor's Office fliali be thefe following, and none other.

To the Golkaor for a Regifter, fix Shillings.

For endorfing the fame two Shillings.

Fees ftated. A Certificate for Naval Stores, three Shillings.

For all Foreigti Veffels entring Inwards, and Permit, /a- Shillings.

For the Comptroller, where any fuch Officer is appointed i

for the fame, one Shilling. f
To the two Waiters, fix Pejice each.

For all Foreign Veflels clearing Outwards the fame as entring Inwards.

To

GtoUn.

I. S. d.

00 o5
GO G2
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00 06

00 GI

GO 01
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To the Colleftor a Certificate of unloading enumerated Goods, -j

Three Shillings. J* oo 03 o

To the Comptroller for the fame, one Shilling. 00 01 o

Coafting VefTels to the neighbouring Colonies.

Entring Inwards and permit to unload as far as ConneElicut ,

and New-Hampjhire., two Shillings. f 00 02 o
The fame Outward, tti-o Shillings. 00 02 o
Entring Inwards from ylnnapoUs, 'New-York, and the Colonies -^

thence to South-Carolina^ and a Permit to the CoUeftor, C 00 05 o
Five Shillings. )

To the Comptroller, one Shilling. 00 oi o
Clearing Outwards the fame, Jix Shillings. 00 06 o

Cocquet for European Goods to the faid Provinces.

To the Colleftor, two Shillings. 00 02 o
To the Comptroller, one Shilling. 00 61 o
And^fvery Cocquet forEuropean Goods bought at the Shops or-\

elfewhereiftho' including leveral Parcels which may be entred C oc 03 o
together by the Maftei-,^ to the Colleftor, three Shillings. J

To the Comptroller, one Shilling. oo- 01 o
Coafters from Port to Port within thi's Province carrying Merchandize.

Entring, 07te Shilling. 00 01 o
Clearing, 07te Shilling.

, 00 ' bi _ o
A Bill of Store, to the Colledlor, one Shilling. 00 01 o
To the Comptroller, one Shilling. 00 01 o
And that all the Roads and Harbours fromCj/e-GjJ on the South-Side,.fv/ith-

in the BayJ to Bojlon, be deemed the Port of ^oflon., until an Naval Office

be fetled in them.

anD 6e it further cnafteD ftp t&e autibotitg aforefaio. That if

any Perfon or Perfons imployed in the faid Office fhali derhand, or take other

or greater Fees than by this Law are allowed, fhall be fubjeft to the Penalty

of "Ten Pounds., as is provided by an A6b, intituled, Ai /IB for regulating Fees, '° ' ^^"aitjf.

made and faffed in the fourth Tear of the Reign of KingV^fM^tn andi^ieen Mary.
Or fliall illegally delay or defer entring or clearing any Ship or Veffel, and
difpatching any Merchant in their Courfe ; fuch Officer fo offending ffiall be ' ,

liable to Coft and double Dammages, being thereof duly convifted in any of P**^"",-^',,!^

his Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province.
^ And every Officer in to"coft.

this Province ffiajl have a Lift of Fees, hanging up in his Office on the faid

Penalty.

C H A P. X.

An hdi in Addition to theA£t for regulat-

ing Fees, made and pafled in the foorth

Year of King William and Qjieen M?/:7
^

ftating the Fees of the Officers of the
Court of Admiralty.

4 W. and M.

^lj2<S it enaftctJ bp tfjc Lieutenant ©oDernour, Council ann JRc-

'ZO ptcfentatitjes in ©encrai Court affembleD, anD tip tbe m-'^ ttOlitp of t!)C fame, That the Fees to be hereafter demanded and
received in the Court of Admiralty, fliall be thefe following, and none other.

D d 2 For
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Admiralty

Feet Axed

For Condemnation of every Prize above one Hundred Tuns, «

Fifteen Pounds. j ^5 00
Condemnation of every Prize under one Hundred Tuns, 5

Ten Pounds. 5
Every Summons forTrial, to the Regifter, tvjo Shillings.

To the Marfhal for lerving, four SbiUings.

Filing and allowing every Libel,

To the Judge, fix Shillings and eight Pexce.

To the Regifter, _^x Shillings.

Every definitive Decree, to the Judge, one Pound.

To the Regifter, recording, fix Shillings and eight Pence

To the Marfhal and Cryer, eight Shillings.

FilingPapers, examining and taxingCoft, to theJudge, twoShillings . 00
The Regifter, two Shillings.

A Warrant of Apprizements, to the Regifter, ftx Shillings.

A Warrant to take up Deferters, Run-aways, &c. to the \
Regifter, fix Shillings. J

For every Copy of Record, twelve Pence per Page, twenty-eight

Lines to a Page, and eight Words to a Line.

The Attorney or Advocates Fees, tivelve Shillings. 00 12 o

9nD be it furtljct enaften tip tl)c ^utiioiitg afoiefaiu. That if any

. . . Perfon or Perfons imployed in the faid Court fhall demand or take other or

Fmi liable to grater Fees than by this Law are allowed ; he or they fliall be fubjeft to the

Coft»&Dam- Penalty in faid Ai5t provided, and fhall be liable toCoft and doubleDammages,
magei, ©'<;. being thereof duly conviin;ed in any of his Majefty's Courts of Record within

this Province.

ID 00
00 02
00 04

00 06 8

©0 06
01 00
00 06 8
00 08

00 02
00 02
00 06

Perfotii tak-

06

CHAP. XI.

5 W. and M.
ca. 6i

4 A. ca.

An hSi in further Addition to an a£1 Intituled, An A5i re^

kting to Sureties upon Mean Procejs in Ciril A6lions^ made
and palled at a Seifion of the General Court or Aflembly

the eighth of November^ 1^93. in the fifth Year of the

Reign of King William and Qiieen Mary.

W HE REAS in the faidM it is provided, -" That all V/rits of Scire

" Facias ftiall be taken out and ferved upon theSureties within twelve
" Months after the firftTrial, and not afterwards. And forafmuch as in feveral

Counties within this Province., the Superietir Court of Judicature, Court of Affize

and General Goal Delivery, is held and kept but once within tivelve Months.,

whereby theParty or Parties that recover Judgment at fuch Superiour Courts, can

have no Benefit of the faid A5i :

IBe it tbcrcfoie enaftcti bg tf)C Lieutenant <Sot)ernoin:, Council
anD Ecprefentatiues in General Court alTemtJleo, anB bp tbe au*
tbO?itg of tf)e fame. That Writs of Scire i^^a^j may be taken out and

.^cia/ fer'vcd
Served upon Sureties for the Space of two Years after the Trial, upon an

upon Sureties Appeal in all fuch Counties where a Superiour Court of Judicature, ^c. is

withiti two held but once in a Year : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary not-

tS"'"' withftanding.

Wr!tiof5(;;fe

Aas
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A£ts and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly ol'his Majefty's Province

of tlie Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, begun and held at Eofion, upon

Wednefday the thirtieth ofMay, 1 7 1 6. And continued by leveral Prorogations

unto Wednefday the feventh Day of November following, and then met.

CHAP. I.

An Adt in Addition to the A6t, Intituled, An AB for the

better Obfervation and keeping of the LorcCs-Day^ made and
paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly

J//
^""^ ^^•

at a Seilions held at Bofion^ the 12 th Day of OBober,

1692. In the fourth Year of the Reign of their late

Majcftie? King William and Queen Mary,

r HERE AS in and by the [aid A^, it is declared, " That no Tradef-
" man, Artificer, Labourer, or other Perfon whatfoever, fhall upon
" the Land or Water do or exercife any Labour, Bufinefs or Work
" of their ordinary Callings, nor ufe any Game, Sport, Play, or Re-

*' creation on the Lord's-Day, or any Part thereof ( Works of Neceffity and
" Charity only excepted) upon Pain that everyPerfon fo offending, fliall forfeit

*' five Shillings : And further. That no Traveller or Drover, Horfe Courfer,
*' Waggoner, Butcher, Higler, or any their Servants fhall travel on that Day
" or any Part thereof, except as by the faid Law is excepted, upon the Pain
" of twenty Shillings : Notwithjianding which many Psrfons do prefume to work
and travel on the [aid Day :

For the more effectual preventing fuch immoral and irreligious Pradlices :

IBe it enaften tipW Crccllencj? tf)e <Soi3emour,CciuncU anD IRc-

pi;cCentatiuc0, in (general Court aflfemtJleD, anD ftg tU aut&ocitg tt

VJZ fame, That whoever fliall for the future contrary to the faid Aft, do or

exercife any Labour, Bufinefs, or Work of their ordinary Callings, or ufe any

Game, Sport, Play or Recreation on the Lord's-Day, or any Part thereof, fhall

forfeit and pay the Sum of ten Shillings ; and all Perfons travelling contrary to p-naitv of

the faid Aft, the Sum of twenty Shillings for the firft Offence ; and upon a lo s. on La.

fecondConviftlon of either of the aforefaid Offences double the refpeftiveSums bourers, &c.

afore-mentioned, and be alfo bound with Sureties for their good Behaviour to 'rl/n r

°'^

the next Seffions of the Peace in fuch County where faid Offenders fliall be br the firft

convift. And that if any Perfon being able of Body and not otherwife necef- OfFsnce.

farily prevented, fhall for the Space of one Month together abfent themfelves Pcrfoni to be

from the public Worlhipon faid Day, the Grand Jurors are hereby direfted presented

and required to prefent fuch Perfon to the General Seffions of the Peace, who that fliall fa^-,

vjnlefs they can make Proof they have not fo abfented themfelves, but have Neglcatoar
attended divine Worfhip in forne public Affembly, fhall forfeit and pay the tend the pubs

Sum of twenty Shillings. And in Cafe any of the Offenders mentioned iivthis '''^ VVorfliLp.

Aft fhall be unable or refufe to fatisfy their Fine -, they fhall be adjudged to
^''"^''? '^^'\..

be fet in the Cage or Stocks, not exceeding three Hours, according to the i,,

Diferetion of the Juflices.

'Be it further cnacteD tJg tU auttoiiti? afoiefafD, That the p.
Fines and Penalties arifing by this Aft fhall be difpofed as by the faid Law difpofed o'f

is already provided : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary no.t-

withftanding.

CHAP. >
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CHAP. II.

An A£t for feeling of Grants.

HE R E AS fmdry Grants ofLands have been made by theGeneralCourt

at divers Times unto particular Perfans, of which Grants, the greateft

Part has been taken up, but fame may be yet ftanding out :

T5t it tljercfo?c cnacteD bi? Ijis €xiz\\z\\iv t&e (Sot)ernour,Council

anD JReprefentatiucs in <©'cneral Court affcmtilcn, ann b? tfje au-
ti^O?itp of tf)C fame. That all Peribns claiming a Right to any Traft or

Trafts of Land by Grant from the General Court, and not yet laid out, fhall

within the Space of three Years from the Publication of this A6t bring-a Copy

brhig'in their ^^ '^'^^''' Grant to the General Affembly of this Province, in order to have the

Granfi with- fame laid out and confirmed to them ; and all fuch as neglect or refufe to

in 3 Years, bring in their Claims, as abovefaid, fliall forfeit their Right to fuch Grants.

Provided, This Aft be notunderftood to bar the Title of any Infant, Feme
Covert, or Perfon non Compos mentis, imprifoned, in Captivity, or beyond the

Seas ; who fhall be allowed the Term of three Years after fuch Imperfeftion
Provifo. removed, to purfue their Caim and Challenge to any Grants of Lands fo

made to them or their Predeceffors ; any Thing in this Acl to the contrary

notwithftanding.

4 W. and M.
ca. 5.

w

CHAP. III.

An A6t in Addition to the A61-, Intituled

An AB for the punilljing Criminal Offender s^

HERE AS when any Perfon is apprehendedfor Theft or Robbery, and
admitted to Bail, the Recognizance is only to the King, to anfwer for the

Crime, whereby ( in Cafe the Offender doth not appear but make Default ) the

Party injured lofeth the Benefit ofan AEl, intituled. An AcT: for the punilhing

Criminal Offenders -, which gives the Party injured treble Damnmges, upon

ConviStion :

For Remedy whereof :

15e it enacten fti? bis clEjccellencp tbe (Scucrnour, Council anD
JReprcfcntatities in (General Court aflcmblet), ano t)|) tf)e Sutto?itp
of t|)C fame, That if any Pej-fon lliall be apprehended for any of the Crimes

mentioned in thofe Paragraphs of the abovefaid Aft which relate to Theft or

^'''""•^P'''^" Robbery, and be admitted to Bail, he fliall not only recognize to the King's'

Theft S'c Majefty for his Appearance at the Court in faid Recognizance mentioned, to

admitted to anfwer for his Crime ; but fhall alfo enter into another Recognizance with
Bail fliall not fufKcient Sureties to the Party injured, for treble of the Money, Goods or

rSto""f'
Chatties which he fhall be charged' with Stealing. And if the laid Offender

Kingjbutalfo ^'^ make Default, and not appear to take his Trial according to his Recogniz-

recognize
_

ance ; in fuchCafe the faid Recognizance fliall be declared fcrrfeited bytheCourt
with Surctiej where the faid Criminal ought to have been tried, and the Party injured fhall

injured
&=°" ''^cover trebleDammages againft theSureties,for fo much as can be made appear

to be ftolen, as if the Offender had put himfelf on his Trial, and had
been convift •, 'Any Law, Ulage, or Cuflom to the contrary notwith-

ftanding.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

An Ad in Addition to An Act for the onhij

confummating of Marriages^ made and paib'd

in the feventh Year of the Reign of
King William the Third.

WHERE AS in and by thefaid/J5t, it is pnz-ided, " That noPerfon other

" than a Juftice of the Peace, and that within his own County only -, 7
^'- ^^- ^

" or ordained Minifter, and that only in the Town where he is fetled in the

" Work of the Miniftry -, fliall or may prefume to join any Perfons together

" in Marriage : Nor fhall any Juftice or Minifter join any Perfons in Marriage
" other than fuch, one or both of whom are Inhabitants or Refidents in fuch

" County or Town refpedively :

ase it cnacten bv !ji0 (JErccllencg tijc ®oi)ecnour,Coimcii ann Ec=
prefentatitjcs, in (General Court affcmblet), ann bp tijc autljontL' of

tfiZ fame, Ti]at the Power granted Minifters to join Perfons together in Mar-
^^-^^f^^f^

.riage be hereby enlarged ; fo as that where there fliall be no fetled ordained Power lo

Minifter in any Town or Frecindl, or where the only fefled ordained Minifter marry enlarg-

of "any Town or Precinft is himfelf to be married : It fhall and may be lawful ''d

in fuch Cafes for the next fetled ordained Minifter In another Town,Vv'ithin the

fame County, to join in Marriage the Minifter or Inhabitants of fuch Towh or

Precinft defticute of fuch fetled ordained Minifter, if fuchMinifter or Inhabitants

defire it •, according to the Rules prefcribed by the Laws of this Province, for

the confumating Marriages.

anB tie it furtfjcc cnactcD lip tl)C 3utt)0jit]? afoiefaiD, That every

Jvftice or Minifter fhall have /<?«;- Shillings for each Marriage, and pay out of Allowance of

it^x Pence to the Town Clerk, when they return their Certificates to him. '''

"'^''

And whereas there is great Failure in returningCertificates of Marriages to the

'Town Clerk :

Ige it ewaftCD, That each juftice or Minifter neglectbg to make due,Re-
^^^ p.^^

turn to the Town Clerk, as the Law direfts ; every of therri fhall pay a Fine of

ten Shillings for fuch Negl eft. \ -.

ann be it fUttbCt enaCteO, That every Town Clerk fhall give in a tme Town Clerk

Lift of all Marriages returned to him by the Jufticeg andMinifters relpeftively, ro give in to

unto the Clerk of the SeiTions of the Peace in each County, fometime in the '^c Clerk of

; Month of April yearly, and every Year ; upon the Pepalty of ferfeiting tvjenty ^^^^ 'ot""*!*

Shillings Fine, tor every Negleft. And every Town Clerk f!,iall' pay too Marriages.

Pence to the Clerk of the Peace, for every Marriage returned by him, as'|ifo!re-

faid ; which fhall be the Fee for the Clerk of the Peace for his recording the

fame. 4^nd each Fine is to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information in any

Court of Record.

Provided, T\\z.t every, Juftice of Peace, or Minifter, authorized tojoin Per-

; Tons together inMarriage^ everyClerk of the Peace and Town Clerk refpec^tively,

- may be profecuted upon this or any former Aft relating to Marriages, within Prorifo.

two, Y,ears after the Offence committed, and not afterwards : AnylLaw,Ufage or

Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. V.

An Ad: for the more effedual, preventing
Defaidc in the Appearance of Jurors.

w HERE AS the MulSfs or Fines fet upon Jurors for not appearing ««^Pfeamb!s
attending the feveral Courts of Juftice within this Province, whireto they



214

Aino Regni Regis Cj E O K G I f, Tcrtio.

jffts.

are refpeclively chofen and Jummoned, are by Law limiied lo the Sum of forty

Shillings, by Rea[on ivhereof Perfons moft able and beft qi'.al'fied to perform that

Dnty oft times choofe rather to incur and undergo fo fmali a Penalty than te per-

form that Service, which bath proved a general Inconvenience, tending greatly to

the Bammage of many Perfons in Cafes of the greateft Moment and Concern, as

well as very much retarding the Bufinefs «.nd Jffairs of the feveral Courts :

For Remedy whereof :

Te it enaftctJ bp bis €rcellencp't{)C (Sonernour, Council auD Ee=
prefcntatiucs in (general Court aiTemtilcD, ano bp tf)C aut{)0?it2 of

tf)C fame. That the Julf ices of the Suptriour Court of Judicature, Court of

Aiijze and General Goal Delivery, and the Juftices of the Inferiour Court of

Common Pleas, and of the General SefTions of the Peace refpeftively, fliall and

hereby are required to fet reafonable Fines upon all Jurors duly returned to

ferve in the faidCourts, that makcDefault, unlefs neceflitated thereto, byReafon

of Sicknefs, or fome other extraordinary Let or Hindrance •, not lefs than the

Sum o^four Pounds, nor exceeding the Sum o^fix Pounds each, at theDifcretion

of the faid Juftices : And to caufe the fame to be levied and difpofed of as by

Law provided.

SnD fJC it fUrtljCt enaftCtl, That the Fee or Allowance to be paid to the

Petty Jury for each Verdift n:ial'l be thirteen Shillings : Any Law, Ufage or

Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

Superiour &
Inferiour

Court (o fee

Fines on Jj-
rors that

makeDcfault

Petty Juryj
Allowance

A6ts and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of his Majefty's Province

oi tht Majfachiifeits-Bay m New- England, hc^vm zndhtlA at Bofion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-ninth' of Mfljy, 1717-

C H A P. VL

Prea^nble,

An Ad in Addition to and Explanation of

two Ads referring to the regulating

of Fees, &c.

w'H E RE J S in the firfl A£f for regulating of Fees, made in the fourth

year of King^ William and §>ueenM.z.x^, there is an Article of two

Shillings and fix Pence /« the Secretary''sFees, for every Order of Council

to the Benefit of particular Perfons, under Pretence whereof Demandhas
been made in the faid Officefor the faid Sum even for Orders for the Payment of
the public andjuft Debts of the Government :

^e it enaften tJpf)i0Crcellencp tfje ©oticrnour, Council anuEe^
prcfentatiDeg in General Court affemiJlen, anu Dpm aut{)oiitp of
U}Z fame. That for the future no Fee whatfoever be or fhall be due or de-

manded for any Order of the Governour and Council for the Payment of any
public Debt, of, and from the Government.

anu fie it furttct cnacteo fig tfje autbojitp afo?efain, Thar the Fee

4 ir. and M. for any Petition to the Governour and Council referring to any Debt of the
ca. 17. Province, z<s aiorefkid, he two Shilling's andfix Pence and no mors.

yindwhereasinthe Inte AEl made in the firfi: Tear of his prefenl MaJTfty sReign,

J G ca i
intituled. An Aft in Addition to the Aft for regulating of Fees, under Pretence

of theWord Qoy^f\.n%, all and every Matter amilhing whatfoever, i in the faid
^ ' ASl)
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M) demandhas heen made of Money or Fees, even for rough Draughts, andpre-

^

paratory Copies, for the Ufe of the Publick, ivhen the faidja ivas defigned only
'

for fuch Copies had and taken for private Ufe : ...
'.

lec it tl)crefo?c furtl)cc cnaftcD bp tf)C autf)o?itp afo^cfain. That

no Fee whacibever fhali be due or demanded in the iaid Office for any other

Copies or copying, than fuch as are taken from fair Entries, Rcgifters or Re-

cords, and thofe only for a private Ufe, and not for the Service of the Govern-

ment : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithflanding.

CHAP. VII.

An Ad in addition to an An Fntitled, An
AB relating to the Duty and 0§ice of a
Coroner,m2i(\c in the twelfthYearofKing
William the Third.

TT/HER EAS in and by the faid ASt, the Coroners of the feveral Counties of
'' this Province, are impowred to ferve and execute all IVrits and Proceffes di- '^ ^- ^^ ^

reeled unto them again/} theSheriffs of the fame County : But noProviJion is therein

made to ferve any Writ or Procefs '•^herein a Sheriff of the fame County is or may

le Plantiff, and fo a Failure of Jujlice may happen, if not Remedied :

IBt it tbetefoie cnafteo bp bis ercellencp tfje^otjernour. Council ^°^°"d''o""

anD mcprcfentatit)e0 in (General Court alTemtJlet), anD bg tbe Su- Lve writ,

tbO^itp of tbC fame. That when and fo often as the Sheriff or She- in Cafe &c,

nffs of any of the Counties within this Province, their Under-Sheriffs or

Deputies, or any of them, are or may be concerned as Plaintiff, Complainant Additional

or Defendant in any Writ, Adion or Procefs : That in fuch Cafe the Coroner ^^'^
^^

of the lame County fhall be, and hereby is impowred to ferve and execute the

fame : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

A£ts and Laws,
; . ;

Paited by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's Province ^.; .'

of the Maffachnfetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and He<d at 5i7/?(?», Aipfen
'

Wednefday the twenty-eighth of May, 171 8.

CHAP. VIII.

An Aft in addition to an kSt pafs'd in the , j. ca ?.

firft Year ofQueen Anne, Intitled,^;;

AB more effeBually providing for the Support of
Mini/iers.

rHERE AS in and hy the faid A£i a Po'-jver is provided andgiven to the

Sele£i-Men of any Townfrom which any Diftrih or PrecinEl is fet off,

to affefs the Inhabitants of the fame, the Sums agreed onfor the Support

of the Minifier, in Cafe the Affeffors of fuch PrecinEl fhall negleB or

refufe to do the fame, but no like Power with Reference to the Charge of building

or repairing of the publick Meeting-Houfes for the Worfhip of GODy vefied either

in the Ajfefjors or the SeleSf-Men :

,'_
. E e 15c
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IBz it enafieo bp bis (ZBrcellencg tf^e (Sotictnoitt, Council anD iae=

prefentatities in (^eneval Court affembleD, ano bv t'm 9ut!}oiitp of

t!)0 fame, That when and fo often as the major Fart of the Inhabitants

AlTcffors itn- of any Precindt or Diftrid have, or at a Meeting of the fame legally warned,
powred ro fhall agree OH the building, fiinifhingorrepairingof any publickMeeting-Houfe

;

Money for'^
' ^'' "-^^ defraying any other neceflary Charge for the Support of the Worfhip

bailding of GOD, and agree on any Sum or Sums of Money for thar Purpofe, the

Meeting AiTefTors of fuch Precinft or Diftrift are hereby impowred to affefs and raife
Houfes.

j[^g fame, on their refpeftive Inhabitants -, and in Cafe fuch i^lTefTors fliall neg-

left or refufe fo to do, then and in that Cafe the Se!ei5t-Men of the Town from
which fuch Precin6t or Diftricft is derived, are hereby impowred and required

to affefs the Inhabitants of fuch Precinft orDiftricft the Sufn or Sums of Money
fo agreed on, to be colle6ted and levied in like Manner as is directed in and by
faid Aft : And all regulator legal Precinfts or Diftricts are hereby alfo im'-

powred to chufe a Committee or other Officers for the better Management of

the Affairs of their refpedlive Diflnd; or Precinft' as aforefaid.'

3nti be it futtf)Ct cnaftcD b? tU amboiitg afoiefain. That
Inhabitants of,in all fuch Towns where there are or flull hereafter beonaor moi-e- Diltrids Or
any Town Precinds regularly fet off ; the remaining Part of -fuch Town fliall be, and are

fevera" rXtf-
hereby deemed, declared and conllituted an entire, perfect Diftrid, Pari fh or

triftj are fet Precinft (and the firll or principal of iaid Town) and the Inhabitants thereof
off, theic to have full Power to choofe a Committee for thellcgulation and Management
Power.

pf ^jj Affairs relating to the Support of the publick Worfhip of GOD, and for

the chufing all necelfary and proper Officers in and for the faid Precin61:,Parif!i

or Diflriift, and further to have all ilich Powers and Privileges as by any of the

Laws of this Province are given or annexed to any Diffridl or Precind : Any
'

"' Law, Ufageor Cuflom to the contrary notwithftanding.

. C H A P. IX.

AnAiftin addition to the feveralAds for Set-

4 r, & M tiement& Supportof School-Mailers,&c.
ca. 10.

13 fF. ca.2o. TTtj HERE J S notwithftanding the many good and wholejome Laws of this

VV Province for the encouraging of Schools, and. ihi Penalty firft often
Pounds, and afterwards increafed to twenty Pounds,, on fuch Towns as are oh-

'liged to have a Grammar School-Mafter, and neglcB the fame : Tet hy fad Expe-

dience it is found that many Towns that not only arc obliged by Law, but very

able to fupport a Grammar School, yet chufe rather to incur and pay the Fine or
": Penalty than maintain a Grammar School

:

.

75Z it enaften bp U& Crccllencp iU <^otiecnour. Council ann iRe^

prefentatitics, in (General Court affmblen, anu bp tbe mittio^it?

OftbefatnC, That the Penalty or Forfeiture for Non-obfervance of the

Peoalty; faid Law henceforth fhall be thirty Pounds on every Town that fhall have the

Number of one Hundred and fifty Families, and forty Pounds on tv^ry Town
that fliall have the Number of two Hundred Families, and fo pro rata in Cafe

the Town confift of two Hundred and fifty,or three Hundred Families : To bfe

recovered, paid and employed in Manner, and to the Ufe as by the Law is di-

refted : Any Law,TJfage or Cufloni to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP.
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fences;. Cattle, &c, femes. 2'?

C H A P. VHI.

AnAftinfurther addition toanAilJntitled,

An Jclfor regulating Fences, Cattle^ &c, ». n
3 IF. 5c Mi'

, m f tu I' r \ .rii I I r, !> I ..

\\Y^<B it enaacB I))) Ijig (EKcellcnc^ tbc (^o^cvnoui*, Council ann

Jo laeptefentatiues, in general Couvt affcmtilcri, aitn bp tfjc

^"^^
3iUt|)0jit)J of tijC faiTlC/rhat in any and everyTown ot this Province

where feveralAllotments of Upland and Meadow are inclofed and fenced in one

general Field, or where there have been fo inclofed, fenced and improved, or

where all the Proprietors of fuch Land fliall hereafter fee caufe to inclofe, fence Fcncci hr^w

and improve the lame in fuch Manner, the Proprietor or Propiietors of eachLot ^°}"^ ""'""-

refpe£livelyduringtheTimeofhisortheirFeeding,Planting,Mowing,orotherwife '^'"'^ '

improving his Part in fuch general Field, fliall make and maintain his or their

refpeftive Part of the whole Fence, according to the Quantity of Acres of

l,and contained in his or their Allotment, until the majorPart of the Propriety

iliall fee Caufe to alter the Form of their Improvement, at a Meeting of fuch

Proprietors legally warned for t'lat Purpofe : And for the better enabling fuch.

Proprietors to call a Meeting for the Ends aforefaid, it fliall be in the Povverof
^

any Juftice of the Peace for the County where fuch Lands lie, upon Appli- ^^^^^^°'^„

cation to him made by any of the two Proprietors of fuch general Fields,to illue Appiication,

out a Warrant for fuch Meeting, according to the Form of an A6t made and '« call a

paffed in the twelfth Year of Qtieen A7tne, direfting how Meetings of Proprie-
J^^<=^"."g

°f

tors of Lands lying in Common, may be called ; the whole geneial Fence to
"^"P"^ °"'

be meafured, and each Man's Part to be ie.t out and apportioned by two or

three difcreet indifferent Perfons appointed and fworn for this Purpofe, by any

Juftice of the Peace for the faid County, excepting the major Fart of the Pro- gjchPro nV
priety agree and proportion the fame among themfelves. ctori Propor-

And when the Proportion of each Proprietor in fuch general Fence is sid- tioningcncral

jufted and determined, the fame fhall be entered upon Record by the Clerk ^^"'^'.T^'^.

of the Propriety ; and where there is no fuch Clerk, by the Clerk ofthe Q^J^k o/th«f
Town where the Land lies : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary not- Propriety or

withflanding. - Town Clerk,

CHAP. IX.

An Aft for the furtherRegulation ofFerries.
WHEREAS notwithfi.anding the Rrovifion already made for the fpeedy Preamble

Tranfportation ef all Travellers and Pajfen^ers over the Ferry at Winni-

firnmit, yet thro" the MifconftruSiion of the faid Lata, Perfons are mreafonably

delayed and kept from paffing faid Ferry^ until the Return of the Boatfrotn the

oppofite Side, fo that in effe^ the Benefit propofed in having three Boats islofi :

Therefore for Remedy thereof, and tliat all PafTengers may be tranfported

fpeedily :

OBe it enaften bp l)is OErccUcncp tU <^oijctnour. Council, anD
Ecptefentatit3C0 in General Court affemblcD, ano tip tU autl)0?itg

of tf)0 fame. That two of the three Boats appointed for the Service of the

faid Ferry, fhall be always pafllng on the Waterj from Side to Side, and as Two Boaci

oine of the Boats puts off from either Side, the Boat on the contrary Side fhall ^°^^ alvcays

be obliged to put off; unlefs the Weather be Stormy, or not fafe foi- the Paf- fhc y^arer."
fengers ; nor fliall any Perfons who want a Paflfage crofs faid Ferry when to the

Number of five be delayed, under the Penalty of twenty Shillings. Ferry-men to

atlO be it fUrtbCC enaCteD, That atCharkftown, Winniftmit, 5e/m and keep' phnk'd

Newbury Ferries, there be hence-forth provided and kept on each Side of the '^'"'^'^l^'j °\,
Water, by the Ferry-Men of the refpedive Ferries, a Pair of plank'd Trucks y^^^^l

E e 2 of
"
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of a ftifficient Breadth, for the fafe and more convenient pafTing of Coaches,

Calafhes, Horfes and Cattle in and 0115 of the Ferry-Boats, on the Penalty

oi ten Shillings for every three Months Negled, to be recovered before any
Penally. of his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace in the County, by any Perfonwho fhall

inform, and fue for the fame : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary

hereof notwithftandino;.

C xH A P. X.

An Ad in addition to the Aft for prevent-

ing Abufes to the Indians, made in the

twelfth Year of King WilUauu
WHEREAS notwithjlanding theCare taken andprovided by faidAct^agreat

Wrong and Injury happens to Jaid Indians Natives of this Country, by

Reafon of thsir being drawn in by fmall Gifts, or fniall Debts, "when they are in

Drink, and out of Capacity to Trade, tofign unreafonable Bills, or Bonds for
Debts, zvhich are foon fued, and great Charge brought upon them, when they have

no Way to pay the fame, but by Servitude :

TBe it tUxtfoiz cnafteo tip f)is Crccllencp tlbe^otiernour. Council
atiD meptefentatiues in (General Court affemblcD, anD tjp tJ)e au-
t{)0?itg of ti)e fame, That from and after the Publication of thisAa:,noBil],

Bond or other Specialty in writing, given by anyIndian, on any Contraft what-

'i h
foever, fhall be deemed good, or be recoverable againft any Indian Native of

Indian to be this Province, iinlefs fuch Bill, Bond or Specialty be entred into before any two
good, unlcfi of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace, in the County where fuch Indian lives,

entred into ^^^ \^q^ t^ be prefent together when the faidBill,Bond orSpecialty is executed

TuftTce/'both ^1 ^^ (£dlndian,and approbated by the faid Juftices, who are therefore to take

being prefent. Care of the Equity and Reafonablenefs of fuch Bill, Bond, Bargain or Con tradl.

3inD be it fUCtbet enafteO, That henceforth no Indian ihall contraft, or

NoContraa put him or her Self or Child, Apprentice or Servant, for any Time or Term
for Service of Years, but by and with the Allowance and Approbation of two of HisMa-
°^f^y ^^""' jefty's Juftices of the Peace (in the County where fuch Indian lives :) And the

unlefi ai a*-
Indenture to be allowed of and approved by the faid Juftices at the fameTime,

bove, and when together : AnyLaw,Ufage or Cuftom to thecontrary notwithftanding.

"

AtTAar
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Affembly of his Majefty's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, begun and held at Bofton, upon
Wednefday the twenty-eighth of May, 171 8. And continued by feveral

Prorogations unto Wednefday the. twenty-ninth Day of OSiober following,

and then met.

C"H A P. L

An Aft for the preventing of Perfons under
Age,Apprentices or Servants, being rran-

fported out of the Province, without the

Confent of their Mafters, Parents or

Guardians.
WHEREAS it has been complained of, that Perfons under Age, Appren-

tices and Servants within this Province, do often-times get on Board the

outward Bound Veffels, and are there entertained by the Mafiers or Mariners, and
actually tr,.nfporttd tofame Parts beyond the Seas, not only to the great Lofs and

Infury of their r0eefive Mafiers, ^c. but alfo to the Dammage of the Province :

150

Preamble.



Anno Regni Regis G E O R G I J, Quinto. i';J9-'

(15un-i^o»)ticr. 219

®e it tbecefoje enafteD ftp !)ig (JBrcellcncp t&c <Sot)etnour,Council

anD Eeurcfentatioeg, in (ScHCral Court affcmblctj, anD tjp tlbe au= Rafter, of >

ttJOlitp of tf)C fame, That every Mafter of any outward bound Ship or
^J^!?' "j^y°

Veflel that fliall here-after carry or tranfport out of this Province any Perfon Servanti or

under Age, or bought or hired Servant, or Apprentice, to any Parts beyond the Son« under

Seas, without the Confent of fuch Mafter, Parent or Guardian, fignified in '^S^-

Writing, fhall forfeit the Sum of fifty Pounds ; the one Half to and for the

Ufe of the Province, the other Half to and for the Ufe of him that ihall in- ^'"^'fJ' '^"^

form or fue for the fame -, and be further liable to an Action in the Law, at

the Suit of the Parent, Mafter, or Owner, of fuch tranfported Perfon, for any

Dammages fuftained by him or them.

An Adi,

PaiTed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in Neia-Enghnd, Begun and Hdd at Bofton, upon
Wednefday the twenty-feventh Day of May, lyi^.

C HA P. II.

An Ad: in further addition to an A£l for

creeling a Powder Houfe in Bofloriu

rHEREAS Gun-Powder in great^antities is imported and exported at

the Port c/ Bofton, and the Ships or Vejfels in which fuch Powder com- 5 A. ca. j;

monly is. He at the IVharffs near to thelVare-Houfes,andDwelling-Houfes ' ^' ca. t,'

of the Inhabitants of the T'own <?/ Bofton aforefaid, being often grounded,

wherely in Cafe of Fire, the Lives and Eftates of His Majefty's good SubjeSis are

in great Danger, as well as able-bodied and well difpofed Perfons difcouraged and

affrightedfrom giving their Affiftance, and ujing any Endeavours for the Extin-

guifhment thereof

:

'JSc it tf)crefo^ enafteD bg Ijis CrccUcncp tfje ®oijernout,Council
antj Eeprefentatitics in (General Court aflfemblcD, anD i)g tbeau* n^^^^"*''
tbO?itPOf tI)C fame, That from and after the Publication of this Aft "« ^°'^'j=^^^°^

Gun-Powder ftiall be kept on Board any Ship or other Veflel, lying to or iyYng"ac*a'

grounded at any Wharff within the Port ol Bofton. And if any Gun-Powder Wharflf.

ihall be found on Board fuch Ship or Veifel lying a-ground, as aforefaid, fuch

Powder Ihall be liable to Confifcation, and under the fame Penalty as if it were

found lying in any Houfe or Ware-Houfe.

ann tie it further enafteD bp tbe aut&o?itp afoiefaiD, That no Pow- Gun.Powdcc

der be carried thro' any Town upon Trucks, under the Penalty of ten Shillings "°^ -"j

per Barrel, for every Barrel of Powder fo conveyed, and fo proportionably for Truck),
'

fmaller Cafk.

anD be it furtber enaftcD bp tbe autboiitp afoiefaiD, That fuch

Quantity of Gun-Powder as by Law is permitted and allowed to be kept in

Shops for Retail, Ihall hereafter be kept in Brafs or Tin Tunnels, and no other- To be kept

wife, under the Penalty of forfeiting all fuch Gun-Powder ; one Moiety thereof in Braftoc

to be to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where fuch Powder Ihall be found, Tin TonneJ^/

and the otherMoiety to them that fliall inform and fue for the fame : And that

the Fire-wards of the Town of Bofton, for the Time being, be and hereby are

directed ftriflly to obferve and put this Law in Execution : Any Law, Ufage
or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

ACTS
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Ads and Laws,
Pafled by tlie Great and Genera] Court or Affembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in ISevj-Engldnd, ^Begun and Held at Bsjion, upon
Wcdnefdaythe twenty-feventh of Miajy, 1719. And continued byfeveral

Prorogations unto Wednefday the fourth Day of November following, and

then met.

Freamble.

Lotteries 3

publick Nu-
fance.

I 200 Forfei-

ture for Set-

ting up Lot'

teriei.

I 10 Forfei-

ture for draW'

-ing at Lotte-

dteceri to

prcTcnc Lot-

tcriei.

CHAP. I.

An Ad: for the fuppreffing of Lotteties.

r'HEREAS there have been lately fet up ivithm this Province certain

mifchievous and unlawful Games, called Lotteries, whereby the Children

and Servants of feveral Gentlemen, Merchants and "traders, and other

miwaryPeople, have been drazvn into a vain andfoolifhExpence of Money ;

which tends to the ifMer Ruin and Impoverifhment ofmdny Families, and is to the

Reproach of this Government^ and againft the common Good, Trade, Welfare and

Peace of the Province :

For Remedy whereof

:

'Be it cnactcD, acmngcD am Declaren, arm it is Sereftp enacteo,
aDjuDget) ant; DeclareD, b^ Us Crcellcncp tU ^ouecnaur. Council
ano iRcprcfciitatii3e0, in General Court affcmblcD, anD tigtfjc iu*
tbOjitP of t&e fame, That all fuch Lotteries, and all other Lotteries are

common and publick Nulances.

mn it is furtbev enacteti bp tf)e autl)0?it5 afo?cfaiD, That from and
after the Publicadon of this Acl, rio Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, fhall pub-

lickly or privately exercife, keep open, iTiow or expofe to be play'd at, drawn

at, or thrown at, or fhall draw, play, or throw at, any fuchLottery,or any other

Lottery, either by Dice, Lotts, Cards, Balls, or any other Numbers or Figures,

or any othpr Way whatfoever : And every Perfon or Perfons that fhall after

the Publication of this Aft, as aforefaid, exercife, expofe, open or fhow to be

played, thrown or drawn at any fuch Lottery, Play or Device, or other Lottery,

fhall forfeit for every fuch Offence the Sum of two Hundred Pounds, to be re-

covered by Informadon, Bill,PIaint or Action at Law, rn any of His Majefty's

Courts of Record within this Province, wherein no Effbign, Proteftion, or

Wager of Law fhall be allowed : one Half thereof £0 b^ the King's Majefty,

to be applied towards the Support of this Government, and the other Half to

hiru or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame.

2nll t>e it fUrtbeiJ enaCten,- That every Perfbn or Perfons that after the

Publicadon of this Ad, as aforefaid, fliall play, throw, or draw at any fuch

Lottery, Play or Device, or other Lotteries, fhall forfeit for every fochOffence,

the Sum of ten Pounds, to be recovered by Informadon, Bill, Plaint or A6lion

,
at Law, in any of His Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province,wherein

no EfToign, Proteftion orWager ofLaw fliall be allowed ; one half Part thereof

to be to the King's Majefly, to be applied towards the Support of this Govern-

ment, and the other Half to him or therrl that fhall inform and fue for the fame.

anD tie it furt&er cnacteo hp, t&e 9ut6oiitp afo^efaiD, That for the

more effeftual fuppreffing and preventing fuch unlawful Lotteries, the Juflices

of the Peace, Sheriffs, Under-Sheriffs, Sheriffs Deputies and Conflables, within

their refpeftive Jurifdiftions, be impowred and required to ufe their utmofl

Endeavours to prevent the drawing of any fuch unlawful Lottery heretofore, or

h^eafter to be fet up, by all lawful Means whatfoever.

CHAP.
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Hattus lialJle to par 2Dcl)t5. z^^

' C H aT. II.

An Afl: in further addition to and Sitpplc-

ment ofan Aft Intitled,yf ;? A3for makhig IZg"^^'^

Lmds andTenements Vtahle to the Payment

ofVeks,madeand paffed in the eighthYear

of King William,

f\\Y>:€, it cnafteD bpW €rccllencp t!je (Sobccnour, Council and
Jlr% Eeprefcntatitics, in general Court aflcmblcD, ano tip t|}8^"^ 3Utf)0?itp of tlje fame. That when anyPerlon orPerlbns (liall recover

Judgment iaanyof MisMajefty'sCourts within thisProvince,for anySum orSums Real Efta'ca

of Money, or any other Specie, or for Cofls of Suit, and the Pcrlon orPerfons "/ Dtbtor*

againft whom Jndgment fhall be recovered, is either Unwilling or nnabJe to
''*^'^ '° ^^'

fatisfy fuch Judgment by Money or other Specie, and the Creditor or Creditors

finding no other perfonal Eftate to his or their Acceptance to extend Execution

iipon for Satisfaftion thereof, and doth therefore think fit to levy upon the real

Eftate of fuch Debtor or Debtors for the End aforefaid, rather tlian on the

Perfon of the Debtor ; thatthenandin every fuch Cafe,theSheriff,Under-Shefift'

or Deputy, fhall eaufe tliree indifferent difcreet Men, being Freeholders in the

County, one to be chofen by the Creditor or Creditors, one by the Debtof or

Debtors, if he or they fee Caufe, and the third by the Sheriff, or other Officer

that fhall ferve the fame, to be fworn before one > or more of His Majefty's

. Juftices in faid County, faithfully and impartially to apprize fuch real Eftate^

as ftiall be fhewn to them, who fhall apprize the fame to, fatisfy the Execution, -^ ,
. . , ;

witJi all Fees, and fet out fuch Eflate by Meets and Bounds, and the Shei-ifFoi;

other Officer fhall deliver PolTeirion and Seizen thereof to the Creditor or

Creditors, his or their Attorney ; which being returned and recorded in the

Clerk's Office of the Court out of which the fame if|ued, fhall make agoodTitlc -
'

to iiich Creditor or Creditors, his or their Heirs and Affigns in Fee : Saving

Equity by Redemption as by Law is prefcribed. And when it fo,happens that Saving Eqsity

the real Eftate extended upon cannot be divided and fct out by Meets and "^^^^ "^ :?

Bounds, as before prefcribed, that then Execution fhall be extended upOn the l f
Rentsof fuch real Eftate and Seizen given thereof to tlie Creditor or Creditors,

his or their Attorney, and caufe the Peffon orPerfons in the PoffefTion and Im-
provement to attorn and become Tenant or Tenants to fuch Creditor or Cie- Execution to

ditors, and to pay their Rents to him or them accordingly ; and upon refiifal be extended

thereof to turn the Perfon or Perfons out of the PoffefTion thereof, and give Li- °" Rf""-

very, Seizen and PofTefTion of the fame to the Creditor or Creditors to hold and

enjoy all fuch real Eftate to him or them, their Heirs or Afiigns, till the Judg-
ment, Intereft and Fees be fully fatisfied and paid, referving thereOut the Wi- '

'

'
'

. dows Thirds or Dower^ ifany there be.
ihiiii^zi,

Provided aki'ays. That it fhall and may be lawful for anyDebtor or Debtors, : Eflsjnl iv.

his or their Heirs, Executors or Adminiflrators at any Time Or Tiriies before .::. :;f'2

the Judgment with the Intereft and Charges be fully fatisfied, to teoder and pay Pro*''^*-

to the Creditor or Creditors, his or their Heirs or Affigns, the full remainder

of the Debt, Intereft and Charges, Who is obliged to accept thereof, ^d fur-

render up all fuch real Eftate to the Debtor or Debtors, his Heirs, Executors or ;" 2g'*\'!S

Adminittrators, and deliver up peaceable and quiet PoifefTion thereof. "

•,. .
.'"'1

9nD be it futt|)ei: enacteD bg tbc 2lut|jo?itp afojcfaiD, That^ Aft
made and paffed in the fecond Year of his prefent Majefty, Intitled, j,4n- AU in

further Addition to an ASl Intitled, An j^S for making Lands and Tenementi liable A^- ^ ^'
t9 the Payment of Debts^ made and pafs'd in the eighth Year of the Reign of ^^P""

'

K.
'

King
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KlngfVilIiMn : And all and lingular the C]aules,i-'aragraphs,Articles,Dire6tionS,

Matters and Things in the faid Act contained, be, and hereby .are repealed,

made null and void. ..
' • •

Provifo. Provided always. That all real Edates taken iri Execution and levied upon,

and all other A6ts and Things done purfuant to and by Virtue of the aforefaid

Law, notwithflanding the Repealing hereof, fliall be held good and- effeftual

to all Intents and Purpofes : And whoever is in the PofTciTioh of any realEftate

byMeans thereof, it fhall be a good Eftate in Fee to him or them, their Heirs and

Affigns : Any Law,Ufage orCuftom to the contrary thereof notwithftanding.

Provided alfo. That nothing in this Aft contained, fhall entend to the Lands
Pfovifi*. owned by the Indian Natives of this Province.

CHAP. III.

- - ; AnA6lfortheRegulationoftheDecreesand
other Proceedings of the feveral judges of

Probate in the refpeftive Counties of this

Province, and of Appeals there-from.

^|n^€ \\ eitaacti tip fjis €rccUcncg xlz (^otsemour. Council, anDvO iReptefentatttte.5 in^Senetal Court alTemfJleD, anDl)]>t|)e3utbO''

Letteri of
^^^ ytp onfjCfantC, That after the Deceafe ofany PerfonInteftate,Letters of

Adminiftrasi- Adminilfratioii betalc'en out within thirtyDaysor fooner,andanInventory taken of
on, ^c. of

g]] theElfate of the Deceifed within three Months, or iboner, by three fuitable

Effaces ro be P<-"rfons ap}i)ointed, and piit upon Oath, for their due Performance of that Ser-

raken out. vice by the'Judge, or one Jullice in the faid County, in Cafe the Eftate be not

in thfi'Tow-n' where the Judge himfelf dwells, or within ten Miles thereof; a.

'

Certificate of fuch Appointment and Oath taken by the Juftice, to be' returned

to the- Probate Office,-' w>ith the faid Inventory.

Adminiftra- auD belt tWKtlZl CUhctEn 1)^ tf)C aut!}0?itp afO?CfaiD, That when the
tori&JExecu- gxecuter Or Adminiftt^tor of any Ellate fhall obtain Licence from the Superi-

pubUcifNL ^™ Cdurt 'to make ' Sale «(f all or any Part of the Houfing and Lands of the

tice of the Deceafed^ fbi- the Payment' of Debts, before Sale be made of any fuch Houfing
SaleofLandi, and Lands, the Executor orAdminifl:rator,niall give thirty Days publick Notice,

''

by pofting'up Notifications of fuch Sale in the Town where thedeceafed Perfbn

]aft dwelt, and in the two next adjoining Towns, as alfo in the Shire Town of

' .-'or:'-5ox;'» the faid County ; and whofoever v/ill give moft fhall have thePreferencein fuch
;h,i;zj :)t:

. Safg • And in Cafe it bean iniblvent Eilate, the whole Produce of fuch Sale to
.iiii'jn no

[jp divided in due Proportion to and among the Creditors.

And "Whereas fome Doubt hath arifeyi touching [itch Ellate Real and Perfonal its

^ is not plainly devifed, given or l>equeaifhed in any laft Will and 'Teftament

:

qucaS'to
'

'25c it llefOlUeD ariB CnafteO, That fiom and after the End of -this pre-

be diftribured ^ent Seilion of the General AiTembly, all fuch Ellate whether Real or Perfonal

ai Inteftate that is not plainly given away or difpofed ot in and by the laft Will and Tefta-
Eftatei. ment of any Perfon thfereafter to be proved, the lime accordingly fhall be

.0.1V0-,',
vdiftributed in the fame Manner as if it were an inteftate Eftate, and Executor or

Executors fliall adminifteron the fame as fuch. "

j^ .. - • antj be it furtbet cnacteo bp tbe autijoiitp afoicfaiti. That when the

'/fiftaw
red' Eftate of an Inteftate will conveniently accommodate more of the Children

of Intcftatei. than the eldeft Son, and being lb reprefented, and made to appear to the judge

; of Probate, he fhall have Power to fettle it on fo many of the Children CPrefe-

rence being always had to the Sons ) as it will conveniently accommodate Cwith-
'^' ^ ^

, out Prejudice to or fpoiling of the whole) in the Manner as it was to have been

fettled upon the eldeft Son before the fnakin* of this Aft.
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yind whereas Provifion is. already made fo-r ayi Appeal to' the Governour andCoun-

cilfrom the Orders, Decrees, Sentences or Dejiials ofthefever(il Judges for thePro-

bate of Wills and granting Letters of Alminiflration, laithin the refpe£iiv.e Counties

of this Province, but no 'Time limitted for the bringing fuchAppeals, ivhicb has bjen

found inconvenient :

IBe it tbctefDjc enacteti 6g tfje autfjo?itp afo?efaiD, That no Appeal

from any Sentence, Order, Degree or Denial of any of the Judges for the Pro- Limitation of

bate of Wills, and granting Letters of Adminiflration, allowing Accounts, pnd Appcali from

Dirtribution of Eftates within this Province, fliall be admitted, unlefs it be i^^^^"c°

claimed within fix Months after the making fuch Order, Sentence, Decree or

Denial, and except Security be given by the Appellant within ten Days to pro-

fecute the Appeal with Effed, and except Reafons of Appeal be filed in the

kegifter's Office of the Court of Probate within ten Days after Security given,

and fourteen Days at leaft before the Hearing before the Governour andCouncii.

And in Cafe the Party or Parties fo appealing fail in the Profecurion of their faid

Appeal to EfFed, in three Months Time from the claiming the fame, then the

adverfe Party to have the Benefit of the Sentence, Order or Decree lb appealed

from, by filing a Complaint to the Governqur and Council, in like Manner as

is provided by Law for not profecuting an Appeal frorn the Judgment of an

Inferiour Court.

Provided always. That any Perfon beyond the Sea, or out of Nezv-Enghmd,

who has no fufficient Attorney within this Province, at the Time of fuch Order, . ,

Sentence, Decree or Denial, fliall have fix Months after his or her Return, or

Conftitution of fuch Attorney •, unlefs fuch Perfon was of Age at his Depar-

ture out of this Province, to claim and profecute their Appeal, as aforefaid-

9ntl be it fUrtfjeC enafteD, That before any Decree, Order or Divifioa q^3^^j^^,(^„

be made concerning Inteftate Eftates where any Infants or Perfons under Age, pcrfons under

or Non Compos are interefted, Guardiaiis fliall be appointed for all fuch Perlbns Age and l-ion

according to Law, who fhall be fully impowred to appeal from any fuchOrder, Compoi,

Pecree, or Sentence, if they fee Caufe, to be profccuted, in Manner as aforefaid.

3nD 6c it f|Lirt|)eC enaCtCD, That thejudges of the Probate of Wills, and

for granting Letters of Adminiflration of Inteftate Eftates in the refpeftive

Counties of the Province, (hall h^ve and hold certain fixed Days for the making
^ro'fj/ei'fo

and publifhing their Orders and Pecrees -, and fuch Days to be determined and hold certain

known by publick Notification? or Advertifements in the feveral Counties : fixed Days.

Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. lv\
'

An Ad in addition to an Ad Intided, An
ASreqiitringthe takingthe Oaths appointed

to he taken infteadofthe Oaths ofAllegiance *^^.^ ^•

a7id Supremacy, made in the fourth Year
of the Reign of the late King William an4
Qaeen Mary, of bleffed Memory.
WHERE AS by an ASl of Parliament made andpaffed in thefirfl Tear of

His prefent Majeflfs Reign, Intitled, An A61 for the further Security Preamble.,

ofHisMajefly's Ptrrfon and Government, and the Succe/Tion of the Crown in

the Heirs of the late l-'rinccfs Sophia, being Proteftants, and for extinguifhing

the Hopes of the pretended Prince o^ Wales, and his open and fecret Abettors,

All Officers and Perfons therein mentioned or defcribed are injoined and obliged to

take the Oaths appointed to be taken inftead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre-

macy, in ihefe Words, viz.

F f " 1
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I

1

A. B. do fincereJy Promife and Swear, That I will be faithfuland bear tme
" Allegiance to His Majefty King GEORGE. So help me GOD.

I A. B. do Swear, That I do from my Heart, abhor, deteft and abjure as
" impious and heretical, that damnableDoclrineandPofition,ThatPnnces

excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any Audicrity of the See of
Rome, may be depofed or murthered by theirSubie£ts,or any other whatfoever.

And I do Declare, That no foreign Prince, Perfon, Prelate, State or Poten-
tate hath or ought to have any Jurifdiclion, Power, Superiority, Preherni*

nence or Authority, Ecclefiaftical or Spiritual within this Realm.

So help me GOD.
And alfo to take and fubfcribe the following Oath, viz.

A. B. do truly and fincerely acknov/lege, profefs, teftify and declare in my
" Confci'ence before GOD and theWcrld,That Our Sovereign LordKing
" GEORGE is lav/ful and rightful King of this Realm, and all other his

" Majefty's Dominions and Countries thereunto belonging. And I do fo'
" lemnly and fincerely Declare, That I do believe in my Confcience that the
" Perfon pretended to be Prince of Wales, during the Life of the late King
" James, and fince his Deceafe, pretending to be, and taking upon himfelf the
" Stile and Title of King of England, by the Name of James the third, or of
" Scotland, by the Name of Ja;nes the eighth, or the Stile and Title of King of
" Great Britain, hath not any Right or Tide whatfoever to the Crown of thij

" Realm, or any other the Dominions thereto belonging. And I do renounce,
" refufe and abjure any Allegiance or Obedience to him. And I do fwear,
" That I will bear Faith and true Allegiance to His Majefty King GEORGE^
" and Him will defend to the utmoft of my Power againfl all traiterous

^ Confpiracies and Attempts whatfoever, which fhall be made againfl his Per-
" fon, Crown or Dignity. And I will do my utmoft Endeavourto difclofe and
" make known to His Majefty and Plis SuccelTors, all Treafons and traiterous

" Confpiracies which I fliall know to be againft Him, or any of them. And I
" do faithfully Promife to the utmofl of my Pov/er to fupport, maintain and
" defend the SuccefTion of the Crown againft him the faid James, and all other
" Perfons whatfoever ; which SuccefTion by an Ad!, Intitled, An ASl for the
" further Limitation of the Crown and better fecuring the Rights and Liberties

" of the Subje£f.^ is and Jtands Umitted to the Princefs Sophia, EleElorefs

" and Dutchefs Dowager of Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body, being

" Proteftants. And all thefe Things I do plainly and fiucerely acknowledge
" and fwear according to thefe exprefs Words by me fpoken, and ac-
" cording to the plain and common Senfe and Underftanding of the fame
" Words without any Equivocation, mental Evafion, or fecret Refervation
" whatfoever. And I do make this Recognition, Acls;nowlegment,x\bjuration,
" Renunciation and Promife, heartily, willingly and truly upon the true Faith
" of a Chriftian, So help me GOD.
Now to the Intent that all Perfons whomfoever ftftaining or holding any Office

Preamble. within His Majefty''s Government of this Province, by Vertiie of any Commiffion

from His Excellency the Governoiir, or by Authority derived from him, take and

fubfcribe the aforefaid Oaths ; and alfo to difcourage and prevent all Perfons dtf

affe£ied to His Majefty s rightful and happy Governpient, and the Proteftant Suc-

ceffion as by Law eftabliftoed from coming into, or refiding within this Province :

IBz it ^naftcti tip ftis Crceliencj? ti)C (Souernour, Council ano iRe^

prcfentatities in (General Court' affcmblen, ann {3|> tU ^uti)0|itg

of tfte fame, That as well the Members of His Majeify's Council, the Repre-
Officrrs obli- fentatives in the General AfTembly, as all andevery Perfon andPerfons thathave,

^h'^O* h^^
^ear, or fuftain any Office or Offices within this Province, by Virtue of any

Hii Majefty. CommifTion from His Excellency the Governour, or by Authority derived from

him, fhall before they enter upon, and aft in their refpeftive Offices,

before
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before His Excellency the Governour, Lieutenant Governour, two or more of

the Council, or fuch others as fliall be thereto appointed by the Governour,

take and lubfcribe the feveral Oaths herein before-mentioned : And inCafe fuch

Officer or Officers negled or refufe to take the faid Oaths, or fubfcribe thereto,

they Ihall be ipfo failo adjudged uncapable and difabled inLawtohave, occupy

or enjoy the faid Office or Offices, Employment or Employments, or any Part

of them, or any Profit or Advantage thereby ; and every fuch Office, Place

or Employment fliall be adjudged utterly void.

ann tc it furtbct enacteo bp tf)c 3utf)oytp afoicfaiD, That all and others obii-

ever)' other Perfon or Perfons whatfoever now mhabiting or refiding within gcd thereto

this Province, or which ffiall at any Time hereafter refide or dwell within the when requir-

fame, iTiall when thereunto required by two of His Maiefty's Juftices of the
^^'

Peace Sluonim Unus, take and fubfcribe the Oaths aforeiaid.

3nu be it furt&er enacten bp tfje auj;!)0?itg afoicfaiD, That it fhaii .
.

and may be lawful to and for any two JulUces of the Peace ( ^corum Unus ) J""'"' *™-

in their refpeftive Counties, to give and adminifter the Oaths aforefaid from adminifter*thc

Time to Time to any Perfon or Perfons, and upon due Tender of any fuch Oathi.

Perfon or Perfons to take the faid Oaths, the faid two Juftices are hereby re-

quired and enjoyned to adminifter the fame, and a Lift of the Names of all

Perfons fo Sworn, to be returned into the Secretary's Office.

ant! be it furtl)er enaftCD, Th.it it ffiall and may be lawful to and for

two or more Juftices of the Peace ( ^orian Unus ) to Tender the Oaths here-

in before appointed to be taken t ) any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, whom
they ffiall or may fufpedl to be Difaffccled to His Majefty, or His Government,

And if any Perfon or Perfons to whom the faid Oaths fhall be fo tendered,

Ihall neglecl or refufe to take the fame, the faid Juftices fliall commit the faid

Perfon or Perfons fo refufing to the common Goal, there to remain without

Bail or Mainprize, for the fpace of three Months ; unlefs fuch Offender Ihall

pay down to the faid Juftices fo tendering the faid Oaths, fuch5um ofMoney, j ,

not exceeding /(jr/jy Shillings, as the faid Juftices ffiall require fuch Offender to prifonmcnt

'

pay for his faid Refufal ; which Money ffiall be to His Majefty for the Support for tl»e fitft

of the Government of this Province : And unlefs fuch Refufer become bound K.«*ufal.

with two fufficient Sureties for the good Behaviour, and alfo to appear at the

next General Qiiarter Seffions of the Peace to be held for the fame County
where he doch inhabit or refide. At which Court the faid Oaths ffiall be again

tendered to him by the Juftices of the faid Court in open Seffions, and if he

then refufes to take the faid Oaths, the faid Juftices ffiall commit the faid Per-

fon or Perfons fo refufing to the common Goal, there to remain for the fpace of

fix Months ; unlefs every fuch Offender ffiall pay down to the faid Juftices

fuch Sum of Money, not exceeding ten Pounds, nor under ^uf Pounds, as the i°^ o"" I™-

faid Juftices ffiall require, to be paid for his fecond refufal ; the faid Money to &!^°'f^'Re.
be difpofedin Manner, as aforefaid ; and unlefs every fuch Offender ffiall like- fufal before

wife become bound with two fufficient Sureties, with Condition to be of the the Seffioni.

good Behaviour, until he take the laid Oaths : And all fuch Perfons fo refufing

are hereby rendered uncapable of giving any Vote for Reprefentatives or Jurors,

or in the Choice of any Town Officers.

And whereas the P-eople call'd fakersfcrupk the faking any Oath :

15t it etiaacn bj? t&e autbOritp afOrCfaip, That every fuch Perfon over

and above the Declaration of Fidelity already anjoyned them by the Law of this

Province, ffiall for the future, if thereunto required, make and fubfcribe the

EfFeft of the Abjuration Oath, in the following Words, Viz.

F f 2 "I
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ciaration in-

ftfad of the

Abjuralion

03th.

^tocfes-

1
B. do truly and lincerely acknowledge, prufefs, tcftify and declare

n the Prefence of Almighty GOD, the Witnefsof the Truth of what

I fay, that King GEORGE is lawful and lightful King of^ the Realm of
" Great Britain, and of all other His Dominions and Countries there-unto be-
" longing. And I do folemnly andfincerely declare, ThafH^iio believe the
" Perfon pretended to be the Prince of IFaks, during the Life of the late King
" James, and fince his Deceafe, pretending to be and talcing upon himfelf the
" Stile and Title of King of £«^/tOTi, by the Name of James the third, or of
'•' Scotland by the. Name of James the tV^htb, or the Stile and Title of King
" oi'Great i5n'/d/«, hath not any Right or Title whatfoever to the Crown of
'' the Realm of Great Britain .nor any ot!ier the Dominions there-unto helong-
" ing. And I do renounce and refufe any Allegiance and Obedience to him.
" And I do folemnly promifc. That 1 will be true and faithful and bear tiue
°' Allegiance to King G£Oi?G£, and to him will be faithful againft all

" traiterous Confpiracies and Attempts whatfjever, which fnall be made
•' againft his Perfon, Crown or Digjnity. And Iwil! do my beft Endeavour
" to difclofe and make known to King GEORGE and his SuccefTors all

" Treaibns and traiterous Confpira-cies which 1 fliall know to be made againft

" him or any. of them.' And I will^be true and faithful to the Succeffion of
" the Crown againft him the laid Javies, and all other Perfons whatfoever, as

" the faiwie- is and ftands lettled by an Act Intitled, .-In All declaring the Rights
" and Liberties of the SuhjeB, andfettling the Succejfion of the Croivn to the late

" ^teen ANNE, and the Heirs of her Body heingProteflants. And as the fame
" by one other A'ft Intitled, An 1-iEl for the further Limitation of the Cro-w7i and
" bett&>- fearring the Rights and Liberties of the SubjeSf, is and jlands fettled and
" Intailed after the Deceafe of thefaid late '^een, and for Default of Iffue of the
" faid late Slueen, to the late Princefs Sophia, EleSforefs and Dutches Dowager &f
" Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body being Proteftants. And all thefeThings
" I do plainly and fincei-ely acknow]ege,promile and declare according to thefe

" exprefs Words by me fpoken, and according to the plain and common Serile

'^ and Underftanding of the fame Words, without any Equivocation, menta]

^ " Evafion,or fecretRefervation whatfoever. Andi do make this Recognition
" Acknowlegemexit, Renunciation and Promiie heartily, willingly and truly.

C H A P. V.

An A(S requiring the feveral Towns within

this Province to be provided with Stocks.

WHEREAS the Breach of fundry penal Laivs of this Province is pimiflj-

ablehy putting in the Stocks, zvhcre the Offenders are unable to pay the

refpeSiive Fines by Eaii^ fet, and many of the Towns in the Province are not pror

vided with Stocks, forWant of which oft-times Perfons go unpiinifoed :

For Prevention whereof

:

©e it cnaftcn b?W Crcellencp tU (Sotiernouc, Council m^ iRe^

All Towns to
ptefentatitoeg in (Scneral Court affemtlcQ, ann tp t|)e autl^oiitp of

be provided tl)K faHtC, That from hence- forth every Town within this Province, be fup-

with Stocks, plied with Stocks. And that if any Town fhall negleft the Obfervation dt

this Adl, every fuch defeftive Town fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of fve
^rj-Penalty. Pounds for every Convi£tion of fuch Negled, upon Complaint made unto His

Majefty's Juftices at their General Seffions of the Peace ; the one Half of faid

Fines or Forfeitures to be to his Majefty, to be applied to and for the Support

of this Government, and the other Half to him or them that fliall inf6rm and

'irofecute the fame.

C PI A P.

Preamble.
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CHAP. VI.

AnA^lforenlargingtheFeesofGmndJurors,
and for fixing an Allowance to the 5upe-
riour Court of Judicature for hearing

Petitions, and granting Power for the Sale

of Land.
WHEREAS the Jiated Allowance ly Law for Grand-Jiirprs of twQ „ ^^^.„

Shillings />«" Diein, during their Attendance at Court is thought too little

confidering the great Price of- Provifions, and other Nerefj'aries :

'25e it enacteu tjyW cJBrceUcncp t!)C holier nouc. Council anti Ec=
prefentatiues in (General Court affemtlcD, ano by tlje autJjoiity of

.

, per Di.m
tf)C fani0, That the Allovt'ance of a Grand-Juror during his Attendance on ior Grand

the Court, and alio for his neceflary travel to and from the fame for the future, Jurors.

be three Shillings per Diem.

And -uDhereas a great Part of the Buftnefs of the Sitperioiir Court is often taken

up in hearing and granting Petitions for the Sale of hand, and no Fee yet Jiated by

f

Law for the fame :

15e it tberefojc furtl).er enactCD bp t^e 9utf)0?itp afo?efaiD, That the >dges ai-

Fee or Allowance to the Judges of the faid Court on fuch Petitions be two
^at'^nt

°^

Shillings a- piece to each Judge, prefent at the Hearing of fuch Petition, and jio 'j

more. .__ _^_____. __„_„

Pafled by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojlon, upon
Wcdnefday the thirteenth Day of July, 1720.

CHAP. VII.

An Ad to regulate the Price and Affize of
Bread.

J'Jt'/'H EREAStheA£i made andfaffed in the eighth Tear of if/»^William -

t/i/ the Third, Intitled, An Aft for the due Affize of Bread, is found not

f f effcRualfor the good Ends and Purpofes therein defigned, and little or no
'^''=^'"°'-'^-

Obfervance has been made thereof ; but covetous and evil difpofsd Per-

fons have for their own Gain, deceived and oppreffed his Majeflys SubjeSis, more \

efpecially the poorer Sort

:

.''..
For Remedy whereof :

v I-
^

IBe it cnaftcB fap ti.s CrceUcncp tlje (^ouernour, Council ann iae= "^
I' >

prefcntatitieg in General Court affembleD, anu 6p tf)C aut&oiitp . „ , ,

of tbe fame, That the faid Aft Intided, An Ail for the due AJfize ^^^kn-^dL
of Bread^ fhalh be and is hereby repealed, annulled and made void : and ^^zzA

that after the tenth Day of September next, the Sele6t-Men of eachTown within

this Province, where Bread is baked for Sale, fhall once everyMonth, and oftner

if they fee Caufe, fet, afcertain and appoint within their feveralTowns, theAflize

and Weight of all Sorts of Bread to be fold, or expofed to Sale by any Baker, or

other Perfon whatfoever -, having Refpeft to the Price theGrain,MealorFlov/ei

whereof fuch Bread fhall be made, fhall bear in or about the Town or Place

wherQ fuch Affize fhalJ be fet, and making reafonable Allowance to the Bakers

for
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AOizr of for their Charges, Pains and Livelihood ; and fliall make known their iaid

Bread ro be Regulation of the Affizc of Bread in fome open and publick Place; or Places in

aicercaincd.
their refpedtive Towns.

And that the [aid Afize may he the more eafdy afccrtained :

IBe it CnaCtCO tJg tf)e auti)0?it^ afOiefaiD, That from and after the faid

tenth Day oi September, no Pericn Or. Perlons whatioever fhall mal<£for Sale,or

fell, or expofe to Sale any Sort or Sorts ot Bread, buc fuch as are herein after-

mentioned : That is to fay. White, Wheaten and Houfliold, and fuch other

Sornof B'ead Sort or Sorts as fhall be publickly licenced and allowed by the faid Seleft-Men,
CO be allowed

j,^ ^[^g kver3.[ and refpeftive Towns ; all which feveral Sorts of Bread (hall be

made in their feveral and refpeftive Degrees, according to the Goodnefs of the

Grain whereof the fame are or ought to be made ; and the AfTize andWeight of

the faidWhite, Wheaten and HoufholdBread ftiall be fet and afcertained,accord-

ing to the Table hereafter-mentioned, -Viz.

A Table of the Aflize of Bread in Pounds, Ounces and Drams. In the firft and laft Columns is the

Price ofthe Buihel of Wheat, from 4/. to 15/. TheAltowance to the Baker forBaking to be made

by the Seledt-men being included : So that for Example, If the Price of Wheat be 5/. the Buihel,

and theSelea-men allow 1/ 6d. perBufhel, forBaking, the Price in the Table will be 6/. bd.

and even with or againft thofe Numbers in the firft and laft Column's, will be found the Weight of

the feveral Loaves Averdiipois.
*

iX|= Note, That the White Loaves arc one Half, and the Wheaten three ^larters of the Weight of Houfhold

Loaves.

a.s

"

>a^
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Bread to b':

And to the Intent that the gocdDef.gn of this Act may be effeSfmlly co-uplied with

:

150 it further enaCtCB, That every common Baker, and any Pcrion that

ihall bake or make for Sale, orexpofe to Sale any Sort of Loaf Bread or Bisket,

that fhall be fold by Tale, ' fhall from and after the faid tenth Day of September
JJ,'"j."^^^

fairly mark, or imprint, or caufe to be mark'dor imprinted fuch diftincl Mark,

as fhall be appointed or allowed by the Sele6l-Men, fo that their Bread may be

known and diftinguifiied.

ann U it fuct&er enactet by ii)Z 9utf)0?it)) afojefaiD, That if any p,„,,jy ^^^

Baker or Bakers, or other Perfon or Perfons baking or making Bread for Sale, Breach oi

or expofing Bread to Sale, fhall not obierve the AfTize to be afcertained by Vir- this Aft.

tue of this Aft, or fhall bake or make for Sale, or fell or expofe toSale anyBread

wanting the due Weight, or that fhall not be marked according to theDireftipn

of this Aft, or Ihall break fuch Regulations and Orders, as fhall from Time to

Time be made by Virtue of this Aft ; he or they fo doing, and being thereof

convifted by ConfefTion of the Party, or by the Oath of two or more credible

V/itnefTes, before one or more of his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for the

County where the faidOiTence is committed,ortheParty offending apprehended,

fhall for every fuch Offence forfeit the Sum of twenty Shillings, to be levyed by

Way of Diflrefs upon the Goods and Chattels of every fuch Offender, by W-ar--

rant from the faid Juftice or Juflices ; the faid Forfeitures to be the one Half

towards the Support of the Poor of the Town where fuchOffence fhall be com-

mitted, and the other Half to the Informer. And if any Baker or Seller of

Sread fhall put into any Bread by him fold or expoled to Sale, any JVIixture of

any other Grain than what fhall be appointed by the AfTize fettled in the Place

where fuch Bread fhall be fo Sold or expofed to Sale ; everyPerfon fo offending

fhall for every I'uch Offence forfeit the Sum of twenty Shillings, to be recovered

in the Manner and Form herein before mentioned, and to be for theUfes afore-

mentioned.

Provided always^ That no Perfon fhall be convifted in Manner aforefaid for Pro^jfo' -.

any of the afore-m en cloned Offences, unlefs the Profecution in order to fuch

Conviftion be commenced within five Days next after the Offence committed.

ProalBeB alfO, anU U it miW enaftCD, That if any Perfon fo

convifted fnall think him or her felf aggrieved, he or they fliall and may make Provifo foe

his or her Appeal to the next Quarter SeiTions of the Peace for the County Appeal,

where fuch Conviftion fliall be made ; at which SefTions the fame fhall he

heard and finally determined. And if tht faid Perfon fo appealing fhall not

make good fijch his or her Appeal, or profecute it with Effeft, the faid Court

of SefTions fhall award fuch Cofts as they fhall think reafonable to the Prafeoutor

or Informer, and commit the Offender to the commonGoal,until he or ffiefca!!!

make Payment of the faid Cofts, and alfo of the Penalty adjudged on the Con«
viftion : But in Cafe the Appellant fhall make good his or her Appeal, and be

difcharged of his or her faid Conviftion, the like reafonable Cofts fhall be

awarded for the Appellant jagainft fuch Informer or Profecutor. And if any

Juftice of the Peace fliall on anylnformation made to him of any Offences com-
mitted againft this Aft wilfully and wittingly omit the Performance ofhisDuty
thereupon in the Execution of this Aft, he fhall forfeit the Sum of forty Shil-

lings, to be recovered by Aftion, Bill, Plaint or Information in any of His Ma- Penalty far

jefty's Courts of Record in theCounty where he doth reftde^whereinnoEfToign, Jafticemeg-

Proteftion or Wager of Law fhall be allowed. ^^^ °- ^^Y-

And that the good Deftgn of this A£i may be the. more effeUually arco',;ipUfind:

IBs it futtljet cnactcD fc)) tfje autfjoiitg afoicfaiDj That it fhaii and offic-rs to;

may be lawful to and for any of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace;, or any ^^]^^^
"'"^

one of them v/ithin their reipeftive Counties, and any of the Seleft-Men, er

any one of them in their refpeftive Towns, or any two of the Clerks of the

Market, at all Times hereafter in the Day Time, to enter into any Houfe,Stal],

Bake-
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Bake-Houfe, Out-Houl'e or Ware-Houle, belonging to any Baker or Seller of
Bread, there to fearch for, view,weigh or try all or any the Bread of Rich Perfon,

or which fhall there be found : And if any Bread Pnall Jthere be found wanting,

either in the goodnefs of the Stuff whereof the fame fliall be made,or in thedue
working or baking thereof, or Ihall be Deficient in the due Weight,or fhall not
be truly marked according to the Direftions of this Aft, or fiiallbeofany other

Sort than fliall be allowed by Virtue of this Ail, that then and in every fuch
Cale, it fliall and may be lawful to and for fjch Juftice or Juftices of the Peace,

or Seleft-Men, or Sele6l-Man, or any two Clerks of the Market, to feize and

Forfeiture of ^^^^ ^^^ ^^'*^ Bread fo found, and caufe the fame to be forthwith given and
Bread to the diftributed to the Poor of the Town where fuch Seizure fhall be made : And if

Poor. any Baker or Seller of Bread, or otherPerfon orPerfons fhall not permit or fufFer

fuch Search or Seizure to be made by Vertue of this Afl, or fliall oppofe, hinder

or refift the lame, he or they fo doing, fliall for every fuch Offence, forfeit the

Sum of three Pounds, to be difpofed of as the other Fines, and to be had and
recovered in the fummary Manner and Forrn herein before firfl mentioned.

Provided akvays. That a proper Allowance be made for the drying of Bisket,

yet never to exceed two Ounces for drying at the loweft Price of Wheat, and
fo proportionably.

Ads and Laws,

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of I-Iis Majefly's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in Ne-w-England, Begun and He^d at Bcfton, upon
Wednefday the thirteenth Day of July, 1720. And continued by feveral

Prorogations unto Wednefday the lecond Day of Nover/iher following, and
then mep.

"~
'

~~
C~H~A~Pr~L

" _
AnAa to enable the feveralTowns,Precinds,

Diftri&and Parifhes legally fet off, to

choofe ColleiStors, for the gathering any
Town,County,Precind,Diltri6lorParifli

Rates or AffeCsments.
M /i jT'H E R E AS the La'v:)s of this Province have made fufficientProviJton for

m/m/ the gathering in, and coUeSiing the pnhlick Rates or Taxes by Colle^ors, if

f f any are chofen^ and accept thereof, and on their Refufal, by the Conjlables

of each 'Town, Precinft or DifiriSl, and the Form of an Oath to be ad-

miniftred to fuch QonflaUes or Collectors efiahlifhed, but no Provifion is made for the

obliging any Perfon chofen Collector for any Town^ County, PrecinSf, DifiriSi or

Parifh Rates or AJfefsments, to fervc infaidOjfice ; nor Form of the Oath fuch

Perfons ought to he under^ for the due Obfervance of their Office :

Wherefore :

25e it cnaact bp ijis €rccUencp t^c ^otictnoui'. Council atio IRe^

criieaori of ptefentatiues in (General Court aiTcmtileD, ano ftp tf)c gutf)0?itg of

jRatcsto be t&C fame. That it fhall be in the Power of every Town, Precind^, Dillriftor

chofen. Pari fli within this Province legally fet off, lomeTime in the Month oi March
annually, at the fame Time they choofe other Town, Precind, Diftrid or Pa-

rifh Officers, to choofe one or more Perfons, to ferve as Colleftor or Colieftors

of all. fuch Rates or AffelTments, as fhall be granted or agreed by fuch Town,
or-
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pr by the General Seffions of the Peace, in which County the fapie ];et.h, or by /p^ ts under

any freeing, Diftricl pr Parilh regularly ietoff as aforelaid,who fliall beundq- Oath.
''' "''

the Qath herein after provided, which Qath fhall be adminiftred by ^ Juftice

of the Peace, if any I'uch live within the fame Tcv/n, or by the Selett-Men of

fuch Town, as the L.aw already provides. And anyPcrfon that fhall be cjiofen

into the Office of z, Colleftor as aforefaid,and that fliall refule to accept thereof,

oj- deny and negleft to take fhe Oath herein exprelTed, fliall forfeit ^nd pay unfo Penalty cij

the Town Precinft, Difl;i ifl; or Parifli Treafurer, the Sum of three Pounds, fo
'='"<"•*!•

the Ufe of the Poor of fucli Town, Precinft, Diftrift or Parifli ; And if ftich

Pgrfori negleifl or refufe to pay his Fine, he fliall be proceeded againfl, as the

Law directs for the profecuting of Perfons refufing to ferye in the Office of a

Conftable -, provided no Perlbn in Commiflion for anyOffice Civil or Military, P'rfops t-j-

ChurchvQfficers, or Members of the Houfe of Reprefentatiyes for the Time be-
^^^^'

ing, nor other Perlbn, that has ferved as Conftable or Colleftor within tlip fpace

of fevcn Years before, fliall be obliged to ferve in the Office of Colle£l6r.

^nu t>e it mtlytx tmtm by iU aut&oiifg afoiefaiD, That every
coijcaorstp

Perlbn cliolen Collector as aforefaid, and accepting thereof, fliall fettle andilTue j^aiic ^p '^_(i.

his Acconipts, of all Rates and AlTefsments to him committed,with theSeleft- pompts of
"

'.'

Men of fuch Town, or Perfon mentioned in the Warrant, to whom the'Rate ^AeMmetits.

is payable, within twenty Days after the Time is expired in the faid Warrant,

to be annexed to the Rate or Afl^eisment to him committed forPayment thereof,

under the Pain and Penalty of any Collector fo negleding or refufing, the Suni

of twenty Shillings, for every Month he fliall negleft fo to do, to be recovered as ^'^"?'a ^<^

in and by this' A£t is provided for refufal to accept of fuch Office, and to be???|*--'

applied for the Ufe and Intent afoiefaid : Any Law, Ufage, or Ciiftom to the

contrary notwithftanding.

gnu ftp it futt})Er enaetetj 62 t^e 9ut|)oiitp afoiefaiO, That th?

Forn) of the Oath to be adminiftred to anyPerfon chofen Colleftor fl:iall be a^

follows ;
_

;

VTC1 Hereas you A. B. are chofen Colleftor within the Town of C. or Pre-
j

V Y cipa, Diftria or Parifli within the Town of C. for one Year' now fol- q,jj|?
"' •?!

lowing, and until other be chofen and f\yorn'in your Place ; you do fwear,Tliap
"'

you willfaithfully, and with what fpeed you can, colleft and levy all fuchRates

or AfTefsments and Sums of Money, committed to you to colkft, and for 5iv]iich

you fliall have fufficient Warrant, rendring Account thereof, ^nd payingin thi?

fame according to the Direftion in your Warrant, S^ help you GOD..

CHAP. IL

Aa ^d for Explanation of, andSupplement
to an Act referring to the Poor, &c.

TAT H E R E A S the Law for binding out poor Children Apprentices, is mif-

V V ci.mjtrued.by fame, to extend only to fuch ChUdrert whofe Parents receive Preambli.'

Alms :

* For Explanation whereof

;

IBe it DeclaretJ anD cnafteti tjp U& €xcz\\tncp^ tibe ©oiiernour,

Council ano iRcpre&ntatims in General Court aOimbieD, ' anB children «?

ftp tf)C ^mlMit^ of tU fame, That the Seleft-Men or Ovesrfeeft P°°j[ P.^=°P'^

of the Po'pr, in any Town or Diftrict within this Province, or the greater y^^rl/'- j,;.'

Partof theip, fliall take Order, and are hereby impowred from Time toTime, bound our,

by and witf, the Affent of two Jufliices of the Peace, to kt to Work, or bind

out Appre,n^ice as they ftall think .convenient, all fuch Children whofe Parents

fnall by the jSeled-Men, Qv the Overleers of the Poor, or the greater Part of

them, be thq^ught unable to maintain thern ('whether they receiye Alms, ov are

G g chargeable
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Idle Pcrfon*

to be fct to

Work,

H If^. C3. 5.

Idle Perfons

to be fent to

theHo f- of

CorrcSion.

Provifo.

chargeable to the Place or notj lb as that they be not ceffed to publickTaxcsor

Airefsments, for the Province of Town CharSes ; Male Children till they come
to the Age of twenty-one Years, and Females till they come to the Age of

eighteenth Years, or Time of Marriage : which fhall be as good and efFeftual

in Law to all Intents and Purpofes, as if any fuch Child were of fujl Age,and by ^

Indenture or Covenant had bound him or her felf, or that their Parents were

confenting thereto, Provifion therein to be made for the inftrufting of Chil-

dren fo bound out, to wit. Males to read and write -, Females to read, as they

refpedtively may be capable : And the Seleft-Men or Overleers of the Poor,

fliall inquire into the Ufage of Children, bound out by themfelves or their Pfe-

deceiTors, and endeavour to defend them from any Wrongs or Injuries.

Andfor the better preventing of Idknefs and leofe and difcrderty living :

iBcittmtttt Declareo ann enactea bg tlbe autfjoiitg afoiefaiu.
That the Select-Men or Overfeers of the Poor, or the greater Part of them,be,

and are further impowred by and with the AfTent of two Jufcices of the Peace,

to fet to work all fuch Perfons, married or unmarried, able of Body, having no

Means to marntain them, that live idly, and ufe or exercife no ordinary and

daily lawful Trade or Bufinefs to get their living by. And no finglePerfon of

either Sex, urider the Age of tv/enty one Years, Ihall be fuffered to live at their

own Hand, but under fome orderlyFamily-Government-, nor fliall anyWoman
of ill Falne married or-unmarried, be fuffered to receive or entertain Lodgers in

her Houfe. And the Select-Men or Overfeers qf the Poor, Confbables and

Tything-Men are hereby ordered to fee the due obfervance of this A£i ; and to

complain and inform agairift any TrarifgrelTlons thereof, to one or niore Jufti:-

ces of the Peace, or the Court of General Seflions of the Peace, who are

het-eby relpeitively required and impowered, upon dueConvidtion of theOfFen-

der or Offenders, for living idly or diforderly, contrary to the true Intent of this

Aft, to commit or fend fuch Offenders to the Houfe of Correftion or Wprk-
Floufe, there to remain and be kept to Labour, until they be difcharged by
order of fuch Jufl:ice or Juftices, or theCourt of General Seffions of the Peace;;

unfels fuch Perfon or Perfons fo complained of, fliali give reafonable Caution or

AfTurance to the Satisfaftion of the Juftice or Court that they will reform.

Provided, This Aft fliall not be conftrued to extend to hinder any fingle Wo;
rrianbf good Repute, from the exercife of any lawfulTrade or Employment for

a Livelihood: Any Law,Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithffanding.

And any two Juftices committing any Perfon or Perfons as'aforefaid,are here-

by impowred, as they fhall find Caufe, to difcharge them again.

CHAP, IIL

An Ad for altering the Form ofthe Certi-

ficate of Payment for Wolves, made out
of any Town Stock.

W..HERE AS by a Law made in the feventh Year of the Reig'n of King

William the third, Provifion is made for the reimburftng fuck Sums of

7 W. ca. 5. Money as were paid out of any Town StockforWolves killedin and near fuch Town
by difcounting'the fame with the Conjlable offuch Town, out of the puMick Affefs-

ment committed to him to colUSi : But inafmuch as it is found by Experience, that

the Sums paid out of the Stocks of fome Towns, do exceed the Sums fet upon fuch

Towns, as their Proportion of the publick Tax, and no Method prefcri-^ed by Law
for drawing the Surplufage out of the Treajury :
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CIHoiDes. BUls of CreBit- ^
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"lieHTStefoje cnafteo bp M0 Crceilenc)? t&e ®o'ocrnour,€ouncn
^^^^^^Z:],

atiB Ec^iefcntatitJW in ©cneral Court afircmWeD, anD liy tljc au= p,, .hcwhoic

tftOlitp Oftt)iJfame, That the Province Trealurer be and hereby is direftcd s,im lor kiil-

and ordered for the future, to pay unto the TreafurerofeachTown refpeftively, ling Wolves,

fuch Sum or Sums as fhall by llich Town be advanced (agreably to Law) for

\Volves killed in or near fuch Towns -, and that all Certificates of" fuch Pay-

ments to be returned to the Treafurer, fhail be in the Form following : That is

to fay.

T His may Certify, That then hath been paid unto fundry Perfons out of the

Town Stock of far {[rown Wolves, and Wolves PVbelps, Form of i

' ' '^
- „. /. .7 tificaic.

killed in and near unto our Town, and within this Province, fmee the

Day of laji paft, and the Heads thereof brought unto our Conjlable or

Conftables, and the Ears cut off in the Prefence of fame &f our felves, as the,

Law dire3s, and fo certified unto us, in the whole the Sum of Pounds,

which Sum we defire you to allow to our Town, by paying thefame unto

our Town Treafurer. Dated in aforefaid, the Day of

Anno Domini, i 7

~v SeleSt-Men.

Town-Treafurer.

C H A P. IV.

An A61: againft counterfeiting the Bills of
Credit on thi5 Province, and the Neigh-
bouring Governments-

T7^? HERE AS notwithfianding the Laws already made for the Punifhment

VV of Perfons conviSf offorging and counterfeiting the publick Bills of Credit,

on the feveral Provinces, many Perfons of late have been fo hardy and wickedfor Preamble,

bafe Lucre a^d Gain to themfelves, to forge and utter feveral counterfeit Bills in

Imitation of the true Bills of Credit :

For Prevention and Remedy whereof

:

IBz it enaftetJ bpW <JBrcelimcp t&e (©ooernour. Council anti Ee^
ptefentatttjcg in <&cnecal Court affemtleD, anD bp tfte aut5o?itp of counterfeit

t\iZ iHXRt, That whofoever after the Publication of this Aft fhall prefumie to ing of Pro.

forge, counterfeit or utter any Bill or Bills, ("knowing the fame when uttered to
J'*"'^^ ^{t|'/

be faife and counterfeit) of the Tenor or in Imitation of any of the Bills df Cre- y^i^ Death,

dit on this Province, by Law eflablifhed, or on the Province ofNew-Hamppire,

the Colony of CcnneSicut, or the Colony of Rhode-Iflandznd Providence Plan- iq, 4, ca. f.

tation, by Law eflabliihed within the faid Governments, or any of them ; or

that fliall counfel, advife, procure, or any Ways affiftin the forging, counterfeit-

ing, imprinting, ftamping or figning of any fuch falfe Bills,or engrave anyPlate,

or make any other Infbrument to be ufed for the making any flich falfe and

counterfeit Bills, every Perfon and Perfons fo offending, being thereof convifted,

ftiali be adjudged to fufFer the Pains of Death : Any Law, Ufe or Cuftom to

the contrary notwithfianding.

g 2 CHAP,
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CHAP. V.

An Ad in Explanation of. and in addition

to an Ati made in the thirteenth Year of
King lViIiiam,lntit\edy An A(?c for Revienp in

Civil Cau/es.

WHERE A S in and by the fmd AEl^ it is provided, " That it Hiall be
" in the Liberty of the Party aggrieved at thejudgment given in any

" Inferiour Court of Common PJeas, or in the Superiour Court of Judicature
" refpeftively, by new Procefs to review the faid Caufe once in each Court :

Slntl t0f)€rCd0, it hath fometimes happened^ that contrary to theMeaning of the

faid /l5l, the Party in whofe Favour the Judgment of the Superiour Court hath beep,

given, hath veryfoon after fuch Judgment, taken out hisJVrit of Revtew,pretending

himfelf aggrisved by fuch Judgment, and entred his /l£lion thereupon, "when it hath

been with Intent to prevent the other Perfon who was really aggrieved, bringing his

Writ of Review ; and upon the "Trial offuch Review, a Doubt has arifen as well

from the Nature of the Review, asfrom the Form of theWrit, whether the Defen-

dant could have any Relief, or indeed a?iy other Verdict or Judgment than Cqfts

atvafded him ; and thereupon as well the Defign of the faidLaw defeated, as ;nam-

fefi hjujiice fometimes may be done :

For Remedy whereof :

Ice it cnacteD bp fjis cgrcelteucp tte (©otiernout, Council ann IRe^

prefentatit)e0 in (General Comt affembleB, ano bg tbz autf)o?itp of
Writs of Re- tf}C fame. That when and fo often as it Ihall happen that both Parties bring
view of bo:h forward and enter their Writs of Review in the Superiour Court, that then and

co^mmitted to
i" '^^''^h Cafe, both Writs or A6tions of Review fliall be committed together by

the Jury.„ the Court to the fame Jury, in order to reverfe, confirm or alter the JudgmcHt
of the Superiour Court on the Appeal according to Law and Juftice, -and as the

Matter fhall appearupQn the Tryal ; Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the con-

trary notwithftanding.

CHAP. VI.

~"~"

An A£t in addition to an Ad: Intitled, J?i

JElfor the more fafe keeping the Rcgiflry of
Deeds andConvcyances ofLands, made in the

firft Year of his preient Majefty's Reign.

'\'%JHE R E AS in and by an AEi made in thefirfl Tear of his prefent Ma-
V.¥ -jefiy's Reign, intitled. An A6t foi- the more fafe keeping the Regiftry

of Deeds and Conveyances of Lands, It was ( among other Things, ) EnaSied,
'• That there fliould be chofen in each County within this Province, fome fui-

" table Perfon to beRegifter, in each County within the fame, who fliould be
" chofen by the Votes of the Freeholders of each refpeftive Town, at their

" Meering in March then next following •, and that each Perfon fo chofen,
" /hould continue in the faid Office five Years, as by the faid Atl more fully ap-

pears : But no Provifion is made -in thefaid A51 for the Choice of Regiflers after

the faidfive Years, which are now near expired :

TBc it tljcrefote enafteti bp f)is aBrceiiencp tl}c ^oijernour. Council
ann" Eeprefentatiijes in ©encral Court aitemtleD, ann bj] tfte au=
tftO^it^ of tfjC fame, That the Freeholders in each refpeftive Town within

this

i (j ca 4
12 G. ca,
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this Province, ar their Meeting in A&?t^ next, and every five Years ^'™"''

':i,^°'"„°/^'''

thenceforth iuccelfively following for ever, at their feveral Town Meetings in -^^."'"^
^c

March, lliall be and hereby are impowred and required to proceed to choofea j,, ^unb for

Regiiler for each County rei'pedivcly within the faid Province, qualified as in ever.

the ftid Acl is exprefled ; and that the Perfon fo chofcn, us aforefaid, fliall re-

fide and keep his Office daily open in the refpedive Shire Town of each Coun-

ty, and therein keep the Books, Records, P^iles and Papers to the laid OfRce

belonging ; and that all the other Claufes, Articles and Paragraphs in the faid
^^^^f^\^^l°

A6V, are "hereby made and declared to be perpetual, and fhall abide and re-
hi,'officc'in^

mainefftftual and in full Force and Virtue to all Intents, Conftruftions and Pur- ,he shirc

pofes in the Law, from henceforth and forever hereafter ; Any Lav/, Ufage or Town.

Culfom to the contrary notwithftanding.-——
c H A P. VII.

A n A £1: repealing and making void the Form
of the Writ of Replevin diredted to in an ..jr.c.ii.

Aft 1 n titled^ JnMpreferibing theForm ofWrits

forTojJejJion, Scire Facias, and Replevin ; made
in the thirteenthYear ofthe Reign ofKing
William the third ; and eftablifliing an

other Form inftead thereof.

Fo R ASMUCH asfamefurther Provifion in the Law is neceffary relating to

ASiions of Replevin, andfor rendring the Proceedings therein more compen-

dious and certain :

TBe it enacteo tii>W <Bxtt\lmtp tfje ^otiemout. Council am IRe^ Former wrie

ptefentatitie0 in General Court aCTemtilcD, anQ bg t&e auti)Oiitp °f Replevin

of ti)e fame, That the faid Form of the Writ of Replevin, prefcribed in and '""*'= " '

by the abovefaid Aft, made in the thirteenth ^ear of the Reign of the faid

King WILLIAM, and every Article and Claufe therein contained, fliall be

and hereby is repealed, determined and made void and of none effeft forever.

anri te it furt&er Beciateu ann enacteo t)2 t&c autfto^itg afo^e--

fai&. That from henceforth the Writ of Replevin to be iiTued out of the Infe-

riour Court, Iball be from Time to Time granted and ifTued out in the Form
follov/ing 5 ( ^hat is to fay : )

S. —/. '"f^O the Sheriff or Marfhal of the faid County of S. his Under-

X Sheriff or Deputy, or Conftables of the Town of 5. within New Form of

the faid County, or to any or either ofthem. Greeting. In his Majefty's Name Wrir of Rs-

you are required to Replevie belonging to "T. P. of B. additien pleven.

now diftrained or impounded by J. G. of B. addition and deliver

the faid unto the faid-r. P. and Summons the faid J. G. To
appear before Our Juftices of Our Inferiour Court of Common Pleas next to be

holden at 5. within and for our County of S. aforefaid on the Day of

then and there in our faid Court to anfwer to the faid T. P. in a Plea of Replevin,

for that the faid J. G. he on the Day of at a Place called A. in B.

aforefaid took of the PlantiiJs, and drove them away and impounded
them in and in the faid Pound them unjuftly detained, againft Pledges
and Sureties till this Day. Which is to theDammage of the faid T.P. ( as he
faith ) the Sum of Pounds, as fhall then and there appear with other

due Dammages, Provided,h?: the faid T.P. give Bond to the Value of

Founds.,
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Pounds, v/ith fufficient Surety or Sureties to prolccute his Replevin at the laid

next Iiiieriour Court of Common Pleas ; and lb from Court to Court until the

Caufe be ended. And to pay fuch Cofts and Dammages as the fald J. G. fhall

recover againft him. Hereof fail not, and make true Return of this Writ with

your Doings therein, unto the faid Court. Dated in 5. the Day of

in the Year of His Majefty's Reign. Jnncque Domini A. D. Clerk.

And the like Form of Replevin to be obferved for Matters cognizable be-

fore a Juftice of Peace, Mutatis Mutandis ; but neither of them to be conftru-

ed to extend to any Diftrefs or Diftreits made by the proper Officer, for any
Tax, Fine or Forfeiture.

Copy of Writ
^^"^ ^^ itfurtf)ev cnactcD bp tlje aut&oiitp afoicfaiD, That in Cafe

ot Replevin the Defendant in any A6lion of Replevin, cannot be found, an attefted Copy
to oblige ihe of the faid Writ of Replevin, being left at the Houfe or Place of uIIikI Abode
Defendant to of the Defendant, fliall be fufficient to oblige him to Anfwer to the Suit.

Ads and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Majfachufetis-Bay in Neiv- England, Begun and Held at Befton, upon

Wcdnefdaythe thirteenth Day o^July, 1720. And continued by feveral

Prorogations unto Wcdnefdaythe Fifteenth Day of March following, and

then met.

C H A P. VIII.

An Aft in addition to anAftmadein rhe twelfth Year of King

William^ In tit Led, ^4?? Ml directing how Taxes to be granted by the

General Ajjembly /hall be ajjejjed and collected^ and for the

ratifying and confirming the Proceedings of the A(re{rjr&

ot Precin£ls,Difl:ri6lb andPariilie?,and the colledling of fuch

Rates and Taxes as may have been made by fuch A (IcfTors,

altho' not upon Oath, and to irapower Committees of

Prec.in£l:s <s^f. to call Meetings.

HER E JS it is not exprejly declared in and by the faid ASl of the

twelfth of King W I L, L I AM that the Affejors of Precin5i's,'D!flri5ls
'

and Rariflm fhall be upon Oath, and fame oj the Affeffors legally chofen

by andforfom>e of the Difiri^s, Parifhes and PrecinSs within this Province, have

not been under Oath, and thereupon fame Difficulty has arifen as to the colleSling and

paying fuch Parifj and PrecinS Taxes or liates :

TBe it thcutoiz oeclareD am cnaftcn i3p !)ig €xct\\mtv tf)e ®otier*
Affeffori of

jioitu;. Council ann Eeprefematitjcs, in (General Court aflemWcD,

wbe^'undeT'' «"0^P ^^^^ mtimit^ Of tfiefamE, That from and after the Publication of

Jjjh, '^'"''s ^'^^' ^'^ Affeffors as well thole of and for Pariflies, Precinds and Diftrids

fhall be under the Obligation of an Oath to make their Affefsment juft and
equal, according to the Rules in the Law provided.

And that the Committee chofen in Precinds, Diftrifts and Paiiflies to ma-

Parifh Com- nage their Prudentials, Ihall have the like Power and Authority, to call and ap-

mitteei fo point IVIeetings of their refpeftive Precin6ts, Diftrifts and Parifhes,as theSeleft-
n.

^^^ ^^ Towns have to call and appoint Town Meetings.

ami fie it fUttbeC enafteO, That all Affefsments hitherto made by anjr

Affeilors legally chofen for any Precinft, Parilh or Diftrift within thisProvince,

although

w

have Power
to caO Mcer
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although not upon Oath, Hiail be and are legally held, deemed and made good Aficfsment

and valid to all Intents and Purpoles, as if the lame had been made iipohOath -, T*'^q"['|^
"^'

and all Conftables, CoUe'dlors, and Perlbns concerned, are to conform fheiT^- ^zhd^ cood^

lelves accordingly.

Provided always, Thatluch Affefsments that have been made,and theAfiefibrs Provilq,

not under Oath, and the whole or any Part thereof not collefted ; that in all

luch Cafes Oath fhall be made by thofe Afleflbrs living that made the Affefs-

n-usnts, if thereto required, that they afted impartially and according to their

belt Skill 4nd Judgment : Any Law, Ufage or Curtom to the contrary not-

withftanding.

C H A P. IX.

An Ad): to prevent mifpending Money in

Taverns*

WH E^R E AS tnanyPerfons are fo extravagant in theirExpences atTaverns,

and other Houfes of common Entertainment, that it greatly i>urts theif Preambico

Fapiilies, and makes them the lefs able to pay and difiharge their honeft, jujiliebts ;

'

and are encouraged in this PraSiice by the Taverners, Retailers end Keepers of

Houfes of Entertainment giving them too great Credit :

For Remedy whereof :

a5c it cnaftetJ tp W SBrccUenep tfje ©oticrnour, Councjl
antJ ^eprefcntatim's in general Court affembleti, anD bg
tbC ^UtbOlitp of i\yt fame, that if any Innholder, Retailer, Ale-Houfe- Xaverner &i
Keeper, or common Viftualler, fhall after the Publication of this A£t, truft QX to forfeit

give Credit to any Perfon inhabiting in the fame Town where they are trufted, 5^^'? ^°
j

for Victuals or Drink, for more than ten Shillings,(\.\c\\ Inn-holder,RetaiIer,Ale- •^[aual? ex-

Houfe-keeper, or common Viftualler fhall forfeit all fuch Sums fo {:rufted ; and cccding lo §,

all A(5bions to be brought for fuch Debt or Debts, to be utterly excluded and

barred : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftorn to the contrary notwithftanding.

An Aa,
Paired by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and He4d_ at Bofion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-third Day of yf«_g-«/, 1721.

CHAP. I.

An Aftfor laying fundry Duties on fuch

Goods as fhall be imported into this Pro.

vince, from the Province oiNew-Hamy-
Jljire, and on fuch as fhall be exported

from this Province, thithen

rH E R EAS the Government of New-Hampflilre do exaSl and take two

Shillings a^houfandfor eveiyThoufaitd of Boards brought downtheRiyer Preambis,

commonly called Pifcataqua-River, and tranfported into this Province ;

though the Trees out of which the Boards are made, grow upon Lands

within this Province, and are cut at Mills in the County of York ; altho^ the In-

habitants of this Government have equal Right with the Inhabitants of theProvince

c/New-Hampfhire,ia^a/j tip and down the aforefaid River pyGrant andPurchafe ;

zwich Exa^ion therefore is altogether lurji'Jl and oppr-ejfive :

15f:
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Duifs on

pac^'d.'™"
ana I^eprefcntatiues iri (General Court airembleo, aiiD 65 tf^e au

IBe it tJ)Ctefare cnaacB bj) Im €rcelicnci) tlie (So'oernout, eouncil

ff)0?tty of tf]C fani|, That from and after the f^.-e-atielh Day of October

next, there (hall be paid to the Impoft Officer, for theUfe of thisGovernmenc,
for every Hogfhead of Rhum that fhall beinnported from theProvince of iWzy-

Hampfoire into any Parts of this Government, the Sum of five Pounds, and fo

proportionably for greater or lelTer Quantities ; for every Pipe of Wir.'?,
. the

Sur(i 0^five Pounds, and fo in proportion for greater and lefTer Quantities'; for

all other Sorts of Goods, Wares or Merchandize whatfoever, t?n fer Cent, ad
Valorem.

'

'

And if any iVIafter or Commander of any Ship or Vcflel fhall unload any

P-n It on
^'-"^''' Liquors, Goods, Wares or Merchandize whatfoever, imported from the

the Maftcr ill
Province of iVtf'K;-/:/(^»2^7?»/r(? into any Ports or Harbours within tliis-Proyince,

Cafe he un- before he hadi made Report to the Impoft-Officer of all fuch Rum, Wine,
I&^d without Goods, Wares or Merchandize whatfoever, qnd the Value thereof upon Oath,
reporting.

^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ Duties by this Aft injoined, he fiiall forfeit and pay the Sum of

One IPundred Pounds, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of
His'Majefly's Courts of Record, the one Half of the faid Forfeiture to be ap-

plied for and towards the Support of th;s His Majefty'sGovernment, the other

Half to be tp and for the Ufe of him qi: them that fiiall inform and fue for

the fame.

And all fuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares and Merchandize as fliall be

co°nfjitated.^
landed before the Duties paid, Ihall be liable to be ferzed and confifcated,upon

Proof made in any of Flis Majeify's Courts of Recorid, to be dilpofedof, as by
this Acl is already provided. .

Du ic. on '^t It furtf)d- enactcn bp tfee 3uti)0iit)) afo?cfairj, That there fhaii

Goodicxpor- be paid for every Barrel of Beef and Pork that ihall be exported fiom this Pro-
^^^- vince into the Province of A'ky Hampjhire, the Sum oi ten Shillings, and fo in

Proportion for greater rjnd lenferQuantides : l"or every hundred Weight of Bread

the Suni o^five Shillings ; for every Bulhel of Wheat otie Shilling -, for every

Bufhel of Indi^jn Corn or Mealy^ Pence •, and for all other Sorts of Goods,

Wares and Merchandize, -ten per Cent, ad Valorem.

^
M^'^^

"" And that any Mafter of any Ship or VelTel that Ihall take on Board any Rum,

Mkins Goods Liq!-10''» or other Goods, Wares.and Merchandize, in order to be tranfported

on board be to tlie Province of Nezv-Hajnpfijire,hci'ore he hath reported to thelmpoft- Officers

fore report the Quantity and Value of all fuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares aridMerchan-
'

djze, and paid the Duties- therefor, fl^ialfforfeit and pay theSum oi OneHundred

Pounds, to be recovered and diipofed of as by this Afl: is already provided.

And all fuch Rum, Liquors, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, that fhall be

put on Board any Ship or VelTel, in order to be tranfported into theProvince of

fodckrd'"
""

NewrllampJIjin, that have not paid the aforefaid Dutie?, fhall be forfeited and

difpofed as aforefaid,i;pon Proof made in any of His Majefty's Courts of Record.

Oath to be 'Be itfUrtfjeienaCtCQ, That^the Oath to be given by the Importer or

given to (he Dwner of-.all Rum, Liquorj, Goods, Wares or Merchandize as is herein made
Importer or mention of,'fliall be in the Words following :

Owner.
' ^

"'^7'OU A. B. do fwear, That the Entry of the Goods and Merchandize by

„ jL " y°" ^'^^^^> contains the true Value, and agreable tothelnyoice here-

" with exhibited,and that according to your beil Skill andjudgment,is not lefs

" than the real Coil thereof So help you Q D.

Any Law, Ufage, or Cuttom to the contrary notwithilanding.

A N

mpde.

Goods to be
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An Ad):,

PalFed by the Great and General Court or AflTembly of His Majefty's Proylnpe

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in Ne^v-England, Begun and Held at Bojion^ iipofj

Wednefday the twenty- ninth Day of A/-^, 1713-

An Ad for limiting and regulating the Pro-
ceedings of the Judges ofProbate,and for

granting Letters ofAdniiniftration in the
re(pe(ftiveCounriesoftheProvince,in their

grantingAdniiniftration on fuchEftates as

have notbeen fullyadminiftredon already,

commonly called, Adminittrations de ho--

nis nqn.

XT HEREAS of late Years it hathfrequently happened, that the Jndges of

VV Probate infeme of the Counties of the Province, have granted Letters of
?temb\s.

jidminijiration de bonis non, an the Efiates of Perfans deceafed, evenfftany 2'ears

after the Will of fuch Perfon has been jully executed, or Jdminiflrations on Intejtate

Efiates, made up and fimfhed, under a Pretence that fuch deceafed Perfon dyed fei-

zed of fame Right of Comnfons in Lands, or other real EJlate, whereby fuch

jidminifirators have given great Dijtnrbance to the refpeSiive Towns or Proprie-

tors that own fuch Lands, when at the fame Time, it.is not fo much as pretended

that there is any p.erfonal Eflate of the Deceafed left unadmimjlred upon, or any

Debts remaining unpaid

:

Fqr Prevention whereof: '^ ''^-:/\:7 \

No Adminf.

TBe it enacteD fig tfje llieiuenant (^otictnouj:. Council anti Ee= «"''°"» •'«

ptefentatitjcs in (Senctal Court aflTemWeD, anD tig tjje 5ut&o?itg of £;"" 3;",^"

tl)0 fantt. That for the future no Adhniniftration de bonis non fhall be granted but where'

on the Eftate of any Perfon deceafed, unlefs Oath be firft made, that there rhcrre arc hfnq

are bona Notabilia, or a perfonal Eftate q^ five Pounds Value unadminiftred on, ^>«l>il»'fi °c

or there appear to be Debts of the like or greater Value fiot fatisfied.
jj^^^'J

^"^'

anB be it furttet enacteD jbp t&c ^utfeoiitp afo^efain, That Jn aii R.ghrs of

fuch Cafes where it is aljedged, or may be fuppofed, that the deceafed died Commonagjj

Ifized of fome Rights of Lands or Commonages, the fame being a realEftate, '° 5° '° '^•*

Adminiftration fhall not be granted thereon, but as the fapie defcends and be-
-"''

longs to the Heirs of the deceafed ; fo luch Heirs and jthey ojily, fhall de-
;^Q;„nj nf

mand, profecute or fue for the fame : And all Actions for fuch Lands or real anyoibert
EftatCjbrought or to be brought byAdminiftrators de bonis »<7«,fhall be difrpilTed for the fame

jind for eyer barred ij} th£ Law : Any Law, yfage or Cuftom to the .contrary
''^''^•

notwithftanding.

3 h . A -C T S
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240 stolen <©tM)Ug. SDiftillmg laum.

Ails aod La^x^s,

Paffed by the (.ireat and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's Province

of fhe Majfachufetts-Bay in New- England, Begun and Held' at Bojion^ irpon

.Wednefdajr the twenty-ninth Day of May i j z 7. And eonti-tlOfeS by
Prdrogation unto Wednefday the feventh Day o^ Aitgufi ft)liowihg,' ' and
then rnet. ._ ,

C H A P. I. : \ f> A. n '\

An ASin amendment ofand addition to an
10 w. ca. 6. A£t Intitled, An ASt.aga'mfl receiving Stden

Goods^m^ditmA paffed in the tenthYear of
the Reign of King ^/^^^.

j^^^^^^J^-^^
Preamble. - "»Jf/'HERE AS the Penalty provided in and hf the" A^ agaiprf, the

f/m/ receiving StoJen; Goods, hath not only paved ine-ff-cRu'al to deter Per"

f f fonsfrom committing the faid Offence, but the Party, injured is often. de-

feated of his jiijt Smtisfaaion-by the Offenders atoidtng to make Satis-

faSfion by fuffering corporal Punifjinent :

Jdz it thtutoit enafteD bj? tfje Hieutcnant ©ouemour, Coun«
cil anD Eeprefcntatiue0 in mmxai Court affemiJleB, ana bg

Pcrfons that tte^WtljOlltp Of tljE fattlC, That for the fwture all Ptribns offending againft

recdve ftoUn \]^q f^jd -Law, and being thereof convift by due Courfe of Law, that Haallnot:

^un°iftM J's^
make Reftitution, as awarde(;l •, fnall be ordered by the Juftices, or Court that

in Cafe of may have Cognizance ^thereof, to make Satisfaftion by Service, and be difpo-

Theft. fed of for that:- Purpofe, in like Manner as is provided in Cafe of TJiefc, and be

further punifhed by wliipping, not exceeding twenty Stripes, at the Diicretion

of the faid Court.

CHAP. II.

AnAdfor preventing /\bufesin diftillingof

Rum. and other ftrong Liquors, with

Leaden Heads or Pipes.

WHEREAS thejirong Liquors and Spirits that are difilied thro' leaden

Heads or Pipes, are judged on good Grounds to be unwholefome and hurt-

ful; notivithftanditig which fame Pe-rfons to jave Charge, may be, led- into the

making or ufing of fuch Heads, Worms or Pipes :

,
For Remedy and Prevention whereof :

H=.ds or" IBe it cnacten tjv) Wys. Lieutenant ©oiaernout, CouncilanOlRe^
Worms to be prefentatitic0 in General Court affemMeB, anD bj? t&e tat&oilt^
ukd indiftil-cf fc^ faWlC, That no Perlbn wlratfoever, fhall make Ufe of any fucli

•ifg' "P"" leaden Pleads or Worms for the future ; and that whofoever fliall prefume to
ena ty.

diftil. Or draw ofF any Spirits or ftrong Liquors thro' fuch leaden Heads or

No Brazicri, Worms, upon legal Conviflion thereof, before any of His Majefty's Courts of

^0. CO make Record, iTiall forf it and pay a Fine of one Hundred Pounds.

H^^'^fb'f
^na be.it furtfier enacteD bg tf)e autfioptg afoiefain, That no

p^^^|y°jjj,^
^ Brazier, Pewterer, or other Artificer whatfoever, fhall prefume to make any

Lead. Worm or Head ("for diftilling^ of coarfe and bafe Pewter, oj- fuch as hath any

Penalty. Mixture of Lead in it ; under the Penalty of one Hundred Pounds.
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0nQ i)C it filVtbf V CnaCteD, Thac in each Town within this Province, AiTiy mdftcts

where the Dillilling Trade is carryed on, it may be Jawful for the Inhabitants
'"'^"' ^^>'

thereof, at their annual Town Meetingin March for Choice of Town Officers,

to choole two or more Allay-Mafters, whofe Bufinefs it Ihall be to inipeft and

make Tryal of any ilich Heads and Worms as fhali be kifpeifledby them, and

ifupon their AfTaying and Tryal of them, they be found to be made of Lead,

or of other bafe tvlettle, or to have an Alloy of Lead or of other bafe Mettle

in them, they fhali give Notice thereof to the Diftiller or Owner thereof
;_
who

is hereby forbidden to make any farther Lie thereof in Diftilling, under the

aforefaid Penalty of one Hundred Pounds. . .^

anD fie it further enafteD lip t|)eaut&C!?itp aforefaiD, That the a%- '"" '>

Mailers or Infpectorsare hereby impowred to enter into anyStill-Houfe or Place A"'^ Power,

where fuch Utenlils are fufpedied to be kept, and to cut offfo much of 'them,

as lliall be needful to make, an Aflay or Tryal of them. -And every Diftiller ' '
_.

.fhali be obliged to produce a Certificate under the Flands of the Afili-y-Mafters,

for the Time being, for all the Pewter Heads and Worms which they ' fhall ^^^y^" ^"'

make Ufeof in Diftilling, thac they have been tryed and are approved of by produced,

them for good Pewter, and that they have put their Mark and Number upon
them, for which Mark, a Stamp fhall forthwith be

'
prep^ared at tire Town UponPenalty,

Charge : For which Certificate, and every Affay made by them, they fhall be

allowed by the Diftiiler or Owner of fuch Heads and Worms, the Sum of five Certificare to

Shillings : The faid Certificate with Mark and Number- to be entred in the
^4h"[he'^

Town Clerk's Book,for whichService the Town Clerk ihall be zWowedJxPence. Town Clerk.

ann tie it furtbei; enafteu 6? tf)e amboiitj) afo?efaio, That all For-

feitures and Penalties arifing by Virtue of this Ad lhail.be the one Half to the fines how

Poor of the Town where the Offence is committed, and the other Half to him '^''po'e'f-

or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame.

3nU fUrt!)Ct, That Capt. Thomas Smith, Mr. Jonathan Jackfon, and -Mr.

'Joyias Clark, ol Bofton, be the firfl and prefent AfTay^Malfers for the Towns of f pofntTd,
'

Bojion and Charljiown, and that they and all others, hereafter chofen to that

Office, fhall make Oath as follows, viz.

"
I"
A B. do folemnly fvvear. That I will to the befl of my Skill, prove and

X " make Trial of all Worms and Still-Heads, within the Town of C. that AfTav.maKers
" are ufed or defigned to be made Ufe of in Diftilling, that fhall come to my Oatli.

" Knowledge, for which there is no Certificate in theTown Clerk's Book, and
" will make a true and faithful Report thereof to theTown Clerk for theTime
" being. So help me GOD.

S} An Ad,
li'afTed by the Great and General Court ox AfTembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Majfachufetis-Bay m Neiv- England, Begun and Held at Befion, upon
Wcdnefday thetwenty-ninthDay of May, 1723. Andcontinuedby feveral

Prorogations unto Wednefday the twenty-third Day of OSioher following,

and then met. .',

, -_ . . X—

;

CHAP. III.

i^n A£t in addition to the Adt for the more
effedual providing for the Support of
Minifters.

WHEREAS in and by an A£f made in the firjl Tear of the Rcigit- of

Her late Majefty ^een ANNE, Intitled, An Aft for the more
;

effeftual providing for the Support of Minifters, the InhaUtants of

each BifiriSi or PrecinSi regularly fet offfrom any 'Town, are impowered to choofe

H h 2 ^iJ#r.f
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242 ^pcceat Courtis; of ':^f[i$t-

Preamble.

Juftice of

Peace upon
Application

to call Pre-

cina Meet-

ing*.

Nothing to

be paf»'d but

what ii ccn-

tain'd" in the

Warrant.

yrjfejjor.s for the affejjing and raifmg a Maintenance and Support for the Mimfter

of pub Diflriti or PrecinSt-, and other Freeing Ojficers : But no Provifion orDi-
re^ion is yet made in the La-iv for the firji calling and ajfcmbling the Inhabitants

of any Dijhiil, FrecinEl or Parifh regularly fet off from any Town in the Pro-

vince^ for want of tvhich, many Inconveniencies have arifen, and may flill arife :

For Remedying wliereof :

IBe it cnaaeD Ijg tlje lieutenant ^otiernout. Council anDJRcpte*
fentatitieg in (general Court afi"emt)leD, ann bp tbe 9ut!)0?itp oftfte

fame, That it Ihall and m-iy be lawful for any Jultice of the Peace in the

County where fuch Precinft, Diftrid or Parifh, regularly fet off, ( as afore-

faid j is, And fuch Juftice is hereby impowred upon Application to him made
by five or more of the Freeholders of fucii Precinft, Diftrift or Pariih, by \yri-

ting under their Flands for calling of a iVIeeting, toifilieouta Warrant for the

aflfembling of fuch Diftrift, Precmd or Parilli, as aforefaid, direfted to one of

the Free-holders, aflcing the ]'ame, requiring him to notify the Freeholders and
other Inhabitants ( qualified by Law to Vote in Town Affairs ) of the Meet-
ing, and the Time and Place for the fame -, which Notification fliall be given

in writing pofted up in fome publick Place or Places, within the faid Diftrift,

Precinft or Parifh, fourteen Days before the Day appointed for the Meeting :

And fuch and lb many of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants, as aforefaid,

that .are aiTembled and met accordingly, fliall have Power by a major Vote to

choole a Moderator, as alfo a Clerk to enter and record all Votes and Orders,

that froni Time to Time fhall be maekand paffed in the faid PrecinCt, Diftrift

or Parifli Meetings, who fhall be fworn to the faithful Difcharge of his Office,

as the Law direds for the fwearing ofTown Officers -, and further to choofe a

Committee for calling.of Meetings of the Precinft, Diitrift or Parifh for the

future : And no other Affair fhall be tranfafled at any fuch Meetijig, than what
isexprefled in the Warrant or Notification for fuch Meeting.

An Ad,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Afiembly of HisMaien:y's Provi-nce

o( the Maffachufetts-Bay in Neiv- England, Begun and Held at Boflon, upon

Wednefday the twenty- feventh Day of Mzj, 1724.
'

CHAP. IV.

An Ad in addition to the Ad for holding

12 A. ca.4. fpecialCourtsofAiTize, and General Goal
Delivery.

r'HEREAS in and by an A5f made in the twelfth Year of the Reign of

Her late Majefiy l^een ANNE, Provifion is made for the calling and

holding fpecial Courts of Affize and General Goal Delivery, for theTrial

of Offenders in Cafes of Murder only on extraordinary Occafions, when

Preamble, thi ordinary Time fet andfiatedby Lawfor the holding the SuperiourVourt ofJu-

dicature, Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery^, in the refpeSlive CoiftttieSf

happens to be at a confiderahle Dijlance from the Time of the Offenders being ap-

prehended : And it being found neceffary that there fhould be the like Provifion

made for the Trial of Offenders in all capital Cafes :

25e it tbercfoie enafteu 6p tbc ^Lieutenant (^cioetnout, Coun-
cil anti IRepccfentatitjeg in (General 'tmx alTemtileB, anD dp

tfte ^UttWlitP of tfie faiTie, That it fhall and may be lawful to and for the
' " '^'"

":: Gover-

•^\\>\\^
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GoverriDur or Commander in Chief, for the Time being, by and with the Ad- Special Courtt

Vjice and Confent of the Coimcil, upon any extraordinary Occafion and Ei^er- °^
J^'['^,*

^°

gency, as afbrefaid, by a PjCcdpt uirecled.to the Jufticesof the Courcbf 'AfTize, trial 'of any

(ipd General Goal Delivery, to order and apppjnt them to hold a fpecial Court, capital Offen-

as loon as may b(?, for the tf ial of any capital OfFendcr or Offenders, Where the ^"'^

Offence ris by I^aw made F<?lony of Death, and to caul'e Venires to be illlied

forth for the fumihoning Jurors for fuch Court out of the fcveral Towns, as

ufual, for the ftated Courts, and to make out all other neceffary Proeefies, and

do what clfe fhall be recjuifite, according to the Powers gi^ven them in and ''by

the Aft foreitablifhing a Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Ailiae and i^^.^^i.-.^

.
General Goal Delivery. And the Judges and Officers of fuch fpeciaf Court,

•'to have fuch AJlowance for thei>^Attendance and Service, as .{hall he ordered

'by this Court. \ '

.

Afts and Laws,
.

SZ-^':;};^^
fPaffed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His M^efly's p'royince^

^'
'\ ^,'}^

•' of the Majfachujhts-Bay in Ne--jj-Engla7jd, Begun and Hdd at Eojion, xipon..' ; Z^^\l^„
" Wed.nefday the twenty-feventh of A% 1.724. And continued,by feveral , -u ^t'jr.i^u

Prorogatiojis untp Wednefday the eleventh Day of iViw»/^^r following, and >---S

then met.

C HAP. I.

AnA^ for amend ing of Errors andDefe<3:s

inReafonsofAppeal, andbetterAdvance-
ment of Juftice.

01 :;;:.'TM'/'H E R EAS the ^ime of the Great and General Court or AjemUy of -'l

§/§/ f^^f^ Prevince is often taken up in relieving of Perfons that have appea- '"
-. -

f f ledfrom the S^entence or Judgment of the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, .

a?id Court of General Sejfions of the Peace in the refpeSiive Counties of
''^"^'''*'

the Province, to the Superiour Court of Judicature, or Court of AJfize ; and through

fome Error pr Miftake in the Party, or his Attorney, and fometit7ies of the Clerk

of the Court, in mifreciting the Parties or Judgment, or mifnanting the Courts ap-

-peal'd to or from ; or other'vvife, the Parties appealing have not only lofl the Be-

nefit of their Appeal, but have hem neceffcated to refort to this Court for Relief

:

TBe it cnacten tip tlje Lieutenant (^oticrnour. Council ano Ee^- juafc?softhfi

prefentatitiesi in (Senctal Court alTcmbico, anti tig ttie auti)0?itg of supexiour

t})e fame, That the Juftices of the Superiour Court of Judicature Court of ^'°'^''"'^?°'^"'

Aflize and General Goal Delivery, at their refpeftive Sefilons in the feveral Coun-
Rjafon^'^'f"

ties of the Province for the future, be and hereby are allowed and impowred in Apptal.

all fuch Cafes, asaforefaid, upon the Appellants paying reafonable Cofts to be

taxed by the laid Court, to order an Amendment of fuch defedlve 'or mifta-

ken Reafons of Appeal ; and to proceed to Tryal ofthe Caufe, as though no

fuch Error had been committed.

anD tie it furtbec enaftcQ tsp tbeSutboiitp afotefaiD, That thejuiiices }v.'!c^zt% of

of the Inferiour Courts of Common Pleas, andCourts of General Seffions of the '^^^ Infenouc

•Peace in the feveralCounties within the Province,fhail,and hereby have the fame
QjarJer'sdE-

Power granted to them -, in Cafe of any Lapfe or Miftake in keafons ofAp- onj alike

peal from the Sentence or Judgment of any of his Majefty's Juftices of the impower'd.

Feace^. tha^ ilaall come before the laid Courts ; Any Law Ufgge or Cuftqm to

the contrary notwithftandjng. .'

• CHAR
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An Ad for the better regulating tlie Ad-
;{^';^^Xn\(iion of Town Inhabitants within the
- Province of thQ Maj]achiijetts- Btiy.

H E R E A S in and hy an Jcl or Ln-vj of this Province made andpafs'd

intheeightVfearofhisprcJcntMcijefly^s/P.eign, In!itted,[An Aft in

Preamble. Addition to an Aft direfting the Admifilon of Town Inhabitants, made and
pafs'd in the thirteenth Tenr of the Rcigii of King WiUJam the, third ; ..^it 10
" tf)Ct0in CrfaCtCD, That npfn the arriw.l cf any Ship or VefTer in any Port
"or Harbour v/it.hin this Province tranlirrrting any PafTengers, Servants or

fn^AaofTlK
"'oTI{ers"whatToever7and before Bulk be broken, oc'llKhPaflTengers," Servants

Sfh of King " °'' ot^^iers be llifFered to land op come on Shore,- t'fe Mafter of fuch Ship or

G EOKG e'''' Vcflel fhall repair to the Seleft-Men or Treafurer of fuch Town where no
which ii re- " Receiver oflmpoft dwells, and give in a Lill or Certificate of all the Paf-
peald & noc <.<. fg^gers. Servants and others he has brought in his Ship or Veitel from be-

Sook^
*"' " " yondSea, with, their Circumftances, and iVIerchandize they bringwi-th them,

" as near as can be : And the Mailer of fuch Ship or A'^eiTel fliall, enter into
" fufficient Bonds to the SatisfacT:ion of the laid Scleft-Men orTreafurer of the
" Town where the Shipor VelTel arrives, to lave fuch Town harfntefs from
" all Manner of Charge arifing or: that may arifeto the fameTowfi, byReafon
" ofXuch Paflengers, Strangers, Servants, or others arriving aipot>g tbem".

y^td^ -i&hereas iheJme Intent of thefaid AEl -was 'to- prevent the- Importation of
poor, vicioi'ts and infirm Pcrfons, i;jh'j. might prove either a pubhck Charge to the

Province in general^' or to fame particular Town, withoitt any Dejign to 'lay a Di-

fiftilty or Dfcouragenunt upon Trade :

shfp?fo"civl ^^ it tbercfo^c enaaet! 6p tlje lieutenant <Soi3ernour, (JDouncil

Security for EnD Eeprefcntatlt^essin ©cnerai Court aiTcmbletJ, ann fep tlz ^u^
their Paflen- tbOllty Of tfjC faHie, That when any Ship orVeflel importing any FaiTerigers,
g«"' fhall arrive in any Port of .Harbour within this Province, the Maftor of fuch

Ship or Veffel .before Bull; be broken, or fuch Paffengers be fuffcr'd to land or

come on Shore, fhall repair to the Seleft-Men orTreafurer of fuchTown where

no Receiver of Impoft dwells, and give in a Lift or Certificate of ail thePafTen-

gers he has brought in his faid Ship or VelTel beyond Sea, with their Circum-

ftances, and the Merchandize they bring with them, as near as can be : And
fuch Paflengers as can make it appear, that they then bring with them into this

Perfoni ex« Province Effefts to the Value offiftyPoimJs, fnot including necefiary Houfhold

having Secu- Goods and wearing AppareJ) aslikewife all able-bodiedHiiIbandmen,Manners,

riry for them. Handy-crafts-men,Labourers and indentedServants •, provided they. are notPer-

fons of viciousConverfation,or illFame,fhall be and hereby are admitted toLand
without the Mafter's being fubjeft to give Security : But as for all others, the

Mafter of fuch Ship or Veflcl ifiall enter into Bond within five Days after his

Bond for fi/e arrival as aforefaid, with fufficient Sureties to the Satisfaftion of the faid Seleft*-

Yeari. ]s/[en or Treafurer, as. aforefaid, in a Sum not exceeding one Hundred Pounds

for each Paffenger, to fave fuch Town harmlels from all Manner of Charge

arifing, or that may afife to the faidTbwn from fuch Paflengers for and during

the term of five Years -, on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of one Hundred Pounds

no"^'>"
^°^ ^°'' "-^^ ^^^ of the Poor of the 1 own or Place where fuch Paflengers ihall be

Securir"?^ landed, or fet on Shore : And in Cafe any Paflenger or Paffengers fhall give

' fufficient Security for themielves to the Acceptance of the Seleft-Men or Trea*

furer, as aforefaid, the Mafter of the faid Vcffel is exempted from giving Bond
fo far as relates to them. f
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anD be it futt5)er enacteo bp tbc autf)ojitp afoiefaiQ, That the Lift.&seca-

M^fter of every Coalting VeiTel, Wood Sloop, Filhing Veffel or others, com-
["J^^'° J,'^'

ingfrom any Port or Harbour of this or any neighbouring GovernnientS into fcnfjer* in'

Bojlon, or any pther Port or Harbour within this Province, fhalJ withintv^^nty Coafting Vet'-

foqr Hours after his arrival dchver to the Receiver of ImpoH', where fuchOffi- f='»> ^'^ ?"

pers are, and w^here none are, to the Sele6t-Men pr Treafurer. .of the Town, a '„'^^('^'"^ '

{)effe6t Lift or Certificate of the Chriftiaa and Sir-Name of all Paflengers

brought in fuch Yeflel ("which are not fettled Inhabitants of any Townin ithis

Province^ and their Circumftances, fo far as he knows, and give Bond, as afore-

faid, on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of one Hundred Pounds, for theUfeof the

Poor of the T(*wn or Place where fuch Paflengers (hall be landed, or put on

Shore : And the Forfeitures in this Aft mention'd to be recovered by Bill,

Plaint or Information, by the Seleft-Men or the major Pgrt of them, or the

Treafurer of fuch Town where the Ship or Veffel arrives, in any of His Ma-
jefly's Courts pfRecord within this Province ; Any Law, Ulage or Cuftom to

the contiary thereof notwithflianding.

. . . And the afore recited Aft in Addition to the A5i dire5}ing the Jdmiffion ofTht former

Sown Inhabitants, is hereby repealed and declared void. •^^ repealed.

CHAP. III.

An A<9: to enable the Executors or Admini-
ftrators of Conitables or CoUeftors de^

ceas'd, to fue for and recover any Affefs-

ments not collefted by them in their Life

Time.

WHEREA S the feveral Conjiables and CoUe5fors that haveRates erTaxes PteamhW-
committed to them to colleif, ftand byLaw indebtedand are ebliged io pay in

i-he fame to the feveral and refpeSiiveTreafurers orReceivers of theRates andTa'xe's

-within thisProvince : But noProviJion is yet tnade in the Lawfor the Executors or

Adrninifirators of any fuch deceafedConftables orColk£iors,who hflve notfittMmd
made up their Accompts, as by the faid Law is provided, to gather in Qr colkSi

the fame., or fo much thereof as may happen to be unpaid : •,
.f^

: 'Be it t^zitlm enaften &p tbe ^Lieutenant (Sotiemour, Council fh'^^'??/^
mQ Eeprefentatiueg in ©eneral Court affemtJlen, anD 6g XU torofT.Sa-
aUt&O^tg of t{>e fame, That when and fo often as it fliall fo happen fed Conftable^j

tlaat any Conftable or Colleftor within thisProvince heretofore deceafed,,or that orColleaor*

Ihall die before he fliall have colleded the feveral Sumscommkted to him by
'^fij^'Ra'c"

lawful Authority to colled of the Inhabitants of this Province for their TowOj " ' P-^t**'

Precindt, County or Province Tax, that then and in fuch Cafe, it fhall and
may be lawful for the Executors or Adminiftrators of fuch deceafed Conftgbles

Qr ColleQors to levy and coiled fuch Sums of the Inhabitants named ix\ the

Lifts to them feverally committed, as upon the deceafe of fuch Conftables or

CoUedors fliall appear due or unpaid to them refpeftively : And fuch Execu-

tors or Adminiftracors by themfelves, or their Attorneys, are .hereby iropowred

to do, perform and execute all the Powers granted by Law .to the feveral Con-
fl:ahles and CoUedors in fuch Cafes : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to tlic

contrary notwithft^inding.

J-'l... i
'
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CHAP. IV.

An A<3:for Explanation of, and in Supple*
ment to anA£l,Intitled Jn Act for Higlf
Wajs^ made in the fifthYear of the Reign of

2id|Cing IVilliam and Queen Mary,

Preamble, W'KlH E RE AS in and by an A^made andpafs'din the fifth Tear of tht

Vy Reignof King y^^llAAhM and ^icenMh-KY, Intitied An KSt for

High-Ways, the Inhabitants of each Towj^refpeSively within this Province are
obliged ( without reafonable Excufe made ) under certain Penalties to attend by them-

felvesy or other fuffictent Perfon in their Steads, or with their Carts and Teams,

for the keeping in repair and amending from Time to Time all HighWays, &c. ly-

ing within the PrecinSls of fuch Tazvn, upon convenient publick Notice given them
hy the Surveyors for the Jaid IVork, as by the faid ASf more fully appears : Bui
ferafmuch as there is no Dire3ion in the faidA51 for fiated Limits to be obferved by

tipefaid Surveyors in repairing and am-ending the Jaid high lVays,.and great incon-

veniences have happened or arifen in many Towns ;

For Remedy whereof :

scieft men '^^ it enafteO ftp tf)e jLteutenant (Souernour, Council ann JRe^

&c. to ap 5 pcefcmatiijes in aeneral Court affenitileo, anD ftj? tbe autfjoiitg
point Diftrias of ({jg famC, That the Seleft-Men ot eacli refpeclive Town within this

or'*** H""h^"
Province, with one or more Juftices of the Peace in thofe ToWns where fuch

Wayi.
*" there are ; or otherwife, the Seleft-iVlen by tbemfelves, fliall be and hereby are

directed and inipowred to appoint to the Surveyors of llieh Town, their feve-

ral Divifionsor Diltriifls for repairing and amending from Time to Tinie, all

High-Ways lying within the fame •, which the faid Surveyors are hereby requi-

red to obfervc and conform unto,

And to the Intent that all Peffons liable by the faid AEi to Work in the Hi^o-

Ways may have fuch Notice to attend the faid Work, as m and hy the faid A&is
provided :

T5e it furtfjet enactcD tig tlje 9utiboiity afoicfaiD, That the

5 Surveyors rcfpeftively be and hffreby are required { extraordinary Cafualties ex-

fioitff Perfoni c^pted ) fix Days at lead before the Day appointed for providing Materials and
to VV^rk in Working in the High-Ways, to notify fuch Perfons to attend the faid Work,
j6e High- either by themfelves or other fufficient Perfons in their Stead, or with theif

''°
Car-tsand Teams ; the faid Notifications to be by writing under the Hands of

tho faid Surveyors, fignifying the Time and Place of Attendance, and to be
/•'-!^^V'''-' left at the Place of fuch Perfons ufual abode. And if any Per(on being fp .

isic.^f^-f!
notifyed make Defaultof attending faid Work by hin7felf or other fufficient Per-

fon in his Stead, or with his Cart and Team, as he fhall be appointed ; he

fhall forfeit the Sum oifive Shillings for each Days Negleft, and for Default of
his Cart and Team with a Driver, ten Shillings per Diem ; one Moiety of the

faid Forfeitures to be to the Ufe of the Surveyors, the other Moiety to be to

the Ufe of the Town, and to be recovered as in and by the f^id A(fb is pro-

vided : Any Law,'Ufage orCuftom to the contrary nctwithftanding.

Provided, That this Adl fhall not extend to the preventing or altering the

Fra6tiee in any Town of defreying the Charge of repairing or amending th.e

High-Ways by a Rate or Tax, or any other Method they have, or Ih all agree

upon •, any Thing herein contained to the coutrary notwithftanding.

C H A P,

?roviCo,
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CHAP. V.

An Ad in addition to an kdi,\nt\t\tA,An

AB: for the letter regulating the Ferry over

Charles-River, betwixt Bolton ^7/i Charl-

ftown,madein the ninthYear of theReign

of the lateQ,ueen Anne.
1 H E RE AS it is found necejfaryfor the expeditions Pajfage both of Man .

and Horfe over Charles-River, tiMt there be more Boats than three,which
"^"^ '^"

are already by Lazv ejlablifhed :

15c it t5ctefoic cnacteD tij> tfjc Lieutenant <^ouemour. Council
anti iReprefentatities in General Couit airemlJleD,anti bg tU SiuiW-

Fot,r soati
?itP of t^e fame, That from and after the twenty-fifth Day of March next, ,o „]„ ^^

there be four fufficient Boats kept and iTuintained for the more fpeedy Trani- Charlfican

portation of Men andHorfes over the faidFerry ; and two Boats fhall be paffing' Perry-,

at one and the fame Time, and not more than one Boat at either of theShores,

under the Penalty of twenty Shillings ; one Third to the Informer, one Third OneBoat only

to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town of Boflon. and the other Third to the 5'],^'^^^
"'=''

Poor of the Town of Charlflown ; to be recover'd by Information of

Complaint made to any Juftice of the Peace, who may reftrain the Offender or

Offenders until he or they fhall pay the fame. Penalty.

ann be it furtf)er enafteo 6p tU autboiitp afoiefaio. That there be
convenient

made, and from Time to Time kept in good Repair fufficient and convenient vVayi to be
Vv''ays, for paffing to and from the Ferry Boats at the landing Place on either kept at the

Side, at the Charge of the Perfons who have the Profit or income arifing by Ferry,

the faid Ferry : Any L.?iw. Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding .

t\dts and Laws,
PaflTed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in Netv-England, Begun and Held at Boflon, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fixth Day of May, 1725. And continued by
feveral Prorogations unto Wednefday the third Day of November following,

and th en met.

CHAP. 1.

AnAd in addition to anAct Intitled, AnAct
enabling Sheriffs andConftables to require Aid^ &C,
made in the tenth Year ofthe Reign ofthe

ate King William,
~~~ HEREAS notivithjianding theProvifion made in the faidA^l, fome^ieflion Preamble.

has arifen upon the Power of Conjlables, TVhether they have anyAuthority

to convey any Perfons by them apprehended in purfuance of any lawful Warrants or

Writs to them direEled^ 'any jurther than 'through their own "Towns and PrecinEls f

I5e \x ueclareo anD cnafteD bg tl)elieutenant ®otJci*nour,Council
anu Eeprefentatiiies in (general Court aiTembleD, anti bg tbe au-
t|)Olitp of tJ)e fame, That the Conftable or Conftables of the feveralTowns

within this Province, have full Power and Authority, in the Execution of the Conflablei

feveral Warrants or Writs to them direded, by lawful Authority, to convey Authority jn

as well any Prifoner or Prifoners, as Things that they may take into their ''i^,'^,''?'^'^"","

Cuflody, either to the Juftice iffiiing fuch Warrant or Writ, or the common
vVarramj^"

Goal of the County where fuch Conltable is an Inhabitant, according as in the

Writ or Warrant may be direfled.

li CHAP.

10 ^.ca. 12.

w
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C H A P. II.

An A£1 ro impower the Sheriffs, Conttables andotherOfficers

of Juftice in the neighbouring Provinces and Colonies, as

v/eil to pafs and repaf?, as to convey fuchPerfons or ThingSj

as may be in their Cultody^ on the Service of any Writ,

Warrant, or other ProceO, by and thro' any of the Roads

or publickWayj lying in or leading thrO' any Of theTownJ
Or Lands of this Province.

\\THE RE AS many of the Towns of thisProvince and the neighbouringVro-
Preamble. » ' v'lnces or Colonies o/New-Hampi'hire, Connedlicut and Rhode-Idand,

and the publick Roads leading to and from one another, are fo intermixed, that the

Officers of Jujiice of the refpeElive Provinces andColonies in theExecution cfWrits,

Warrants, and other Proceffes, are oftentimes obliged {the Roads or direct Way fo

leading) to pafs and even to convey Prifoners through 'Towns or Lands not belong-

ing to or under the JiirifdiSiion of the Province or Colony unto which the Sheriff,

r JJnder-Sheriff, Conjlables, or other Officers of Juftice executingfuchWrit,Warrant

or other Procefs belongs, and where the Writs or Warrants are returnable, but to

the neighbouring Colony or Province ; whereupon fame Difpute, Difficulty or In-

c"onvenience might arife, as' well to the Prejudice of the publick Good, as to the

..,: ,. Dammage of private Perfans :

' " For Remedy whereof;
' 12)Z it enaaeo 6)? tfje Hieutenant ©oticrnour, Council antiEepte*
fentatiijes in (general Court alTembleD, ann tig tfje autDoiiti> of tfjz

fant^. That the Sheriffs, Under-Sheriffs, Conilabies, or other Officers of
Juftice, of the neighbouring Provinces or Colonies, with their Affiftants, in the

Sheriff!, Scc. Execution of any Writs, Warrants or Other Procefs, iifuing from imd return-

of the Neigh- able to their refpedlive Provinces or Colonies, may and fhall have full Eiber-
bouring ro-

^^ Power and Authority, to pafs and repafs, and alio to convey fuch Perfons

cd ro pafs and Of Things as they have in their Cuftody by Virtue of any Writ or Warrant as

repafj, in thii aforefaid, in or by any of the Roads or Ways lying in or leading thro' any of
Provine?, &»<:

jj-jg Xowns or Lands of this Province, in as full and ample Manner as theOfti-

cers of Juftice of this Province do ufe and exercife in the Difcharge of their

Duty and Office : And all Perfons in fulting or obftrufting fi:ich Officers of

Juftice of the neighbouring Colonies or Provinces, in the due Execu-

tion of their Office, as they are palTing thro' any of the Roads or Lands of this

Province, fhall be fubject to the fame. Paips and Penalties, as is provided for

the Proteftion of the proper Officers of Juftice within this Province.
-'-

^ ^ ^ ^ jjj

An Ad in addition to the feveral Ads for

the more fafe keeping the Regiflry of
Deeds, and Conveyances of Lands.

WHERE AS in an ASl made and pafs'd in the firft I'ear of his prefent

Majejly^s Reign, Intitled AnA£b for the more fafe keeping the Regiftry

G. ca. 3. of Deeds and Conveyances of Lands {which AS was temporary, but made perpe-

G. ca. 7. tual by an other A£t made in the feventhTear of hisMajefly sReign, hititled,An A5i

inAddition to an A51 Intttled, An Aft for the- more fafe keeping the Regiftry of

Deeds and Conveyances of Lands) it is among otherThings enacted, " ThatinCafe
" of Non-acceptance, Death or Removal of any Perlon eleded to be Regifter

" of Deeds, in any of the Counties of this Province, two or more of His
" Majefty's

Penalty for

obftruding

rbem.
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" Majefty's Jiiftices witiiin fuchCounty {^.orum Units) be impawred to granr

" out their Warrants directed to the Seled-Men of the leveral Towns withir.

" Rich County, ordering them forthwith to convene the Freeholders of the

" refpeftive Towns, and proceed to the Choice of feme other meet Perfon,

" the faid Votes to be brought in as in the Eledion of County Treafurer".

Wh'uh is to the next Court of General Seffion of the Peace : By which Method a

Vacancy may happen in the Jaid Office for fame Months, to the greatDammage and ,.

Rifiue as well of particular Perfons, as of the County in general :

For Remedy of which Inconvenience :

15c it enactcti faj? tfjc ilicutenant (Sooernour, Council ano IRe^ Sufi"e"fc
ptefentatiuc^ in (General Court alTembleri, ano ftj? tU 2lutf)o?itp gi(krofD=cd5

of t[jC fantC, That when any two or irfore of His iVIajefty's Juftices of the to be rcturn'd

Peace (Riorum Units) within any of the refpedive Counties of this Province ;o the Jufticct

(living in or near the Shire Town) fhalJ in Cafe of the NQn-Aci:eptance,Death jnCafe'of^The

or Removal of any Ferfon ekifled Regifter of Deeds for fuch County, grant Dearh, &pc of

out their Warrants, direded to the Seled-Men of the feveral Towns within the Regifter.

fuch County, ordering them forthwith to convene the Freeiiolders of their ref-

pedive Towns, and proceed to the Choice offome other meet Per{on,as afore-'

iaid : The faid Juftices fhall make their Warrants returnable to themfelves, at

a certain Day, as foon as conveniently may be, ordering the faid Sele6l-Men to

feal up the Votes for Regifl:er,and return them together with the faidWarrants

:

And tl)e abovefaid Juftices ftiall at the fame Time give out their Notifications

to the other Juftices of fuch County of their Proceedings herein, defiringthem

to meet upon the Day appointed for the Return of the faid Warrants, at fome

certain Place in the Shire Town ; and the major Part of the Jultices of fuch

County being met together on iuch Day, tire faid Votes for Regifter flrall be

opened and forted in Prefence of the faid Juftices, and the Perfon having the

moft Votes fliall be Regifter of Deeds for fuch County, until the I'ime ap-

pointed by Law for the Election of Regifters throughout this Province.

SlnD U it furtfjer cnacteD bp tf)c autfjo^tg afoiefaiD, That im- cierk ot the

mediately upon a Vacancy in the Office of Regifter of Deeds in any County Plfa* tore-

within this Province, the Clerk of the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, being ^"'^- p'!-''

firft fworn before two of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace (^(ormnUnus) of a vacancy

for the faithful Dilcharge of this Truft, fhall take into his Cuftody the feveral in the Regif

Books wherein the Deeds and Conveyances of Lands are regifter'd, together ter's Office.

with the Deeds and other Papers lying in the faidOffice,and that the faidClerk

be and hereby is impower'd to receive theDeeds and other Inftruments bro't ro
'

be regiftred, and he fhall note upon them theTime of their being received, and

the Record lliall bear Date accordingly, for which he ftiall be allowed/;^ Pence p^^^"^^'
for each Deed, and no more : And upon theAppointment of a new Regifter as ceivin? Deeds
aforefaid, he (hall deliver up the faid Books, Deeds and Papers into his Hands : &»,-,

Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. IV.

An A&: in further Addition to the feveral

AcasorLaws ofthis Province, relating to

the Office and Duty of a Coroner.
H E R E AS by the aforefaid ASls, a Coroner is not impowred to con-w Jiitiilc or appoint a Deputy or Deputies under him, to ferve fuch Writs as "^^^ ^'

he is enabled by Eaw to ferve, fo that by Reafon thereof there may be a Failure or

Bsla^ ofjujlice •

For Prevention whereof:

112 15e



Jnno Regni Regis G E O R G I J, Duodecimo,

250 ^refpaCTeiS.

TBe it enaaeD tip tt)e lieutenant (©oiaecnout, <£:ounctl anDEcpte-
fentatitiesi in <©eneral Court affemfalcti, ano tp tbeautboiitp of tbe
fatn0, That from and after the Publication of this A6t, it fliall and'may be

Coronet! im. lawful for the feveral Coroners within this Province to conftitute and appoint

poimDc^u^ic'i
""^ ^^ "^°''^ Deputies, for and within their refpsftive Counties ; and the Per-

for ferving fons fo deputed and fworn, are hereby authorized to ferve and execute all fuch

Writi, e^*;. VVrits and Procefs, as fhall be diredted to the Coroner, or his Deputy, wherein
the Plaintiff, Defendant or Complainant fhall be a Sheriff,Under-Sheriff or De-
puty of any of the Counties within this Province : Any Law,Ufageor Cuflom
to the contrary notwithftanding.

Afts and Laws,

^o«r.?a. 3.

PrwmbU.

Paflfed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefly'sProvince

of the Majfnchnfetts-Bay in New-En^k}id, Begun and Held at Bejlon, upon
"Wcdnefday the twenty-fifth Day of May, 1726.

^ ' ~
CHAP. V.

~—

—

AnAftin addition to,and for rendring more
efteduai an \£k made in the tenth Year of
theReignofKingf^/7//^;;/thethird,IntitIed,

An A8 for prevefitifjg of Tre/pafes.

WHEREAStheA£l orLaw already made fcr the preventingTrsfpaffes

hath been found ineffetliialfor that Purpofe, fo that a ftirtberProvifion

is 7iecejfary to be made :

Idz it tbevefo^e cnaften b)? tbe ^lieutenant (gsouernour, Coun?
cil ann IReprefentatitieg in (©ejieral Court affemfeieD, ano fig

Fines for cut- %\it SUtllOjitp Of ti)C fame. That no Perfon or Perfons do or fliall cut, fell,

tingTrce»,| deftroy or carry away any Trees, Timber, Wood, orUnder-wood wh:jtfoever.
Timber, Un- landing, lying or growing on the Land of any others, or off or from theCom-

'^^tiioTL^
monsof any Town, other than that to which he or they belong, or within the

pence. ' fame Town, having no Right or Privilege there, withoutLeaveor Licence from

the major Part of the Propriety of fuch Commons, or the Owner or Owners of

the Land whereon fuch Trees, Timber, Wood or Underwood was ftanding,

lying or growing ; on Pain that every Perfon fo cutting, felling, deflroying or

carrying away the fame ; or that fhall be aiding or affifting therein, fhall for

every fuch Trefpafs forfeit and pay to the Party or Parties injured or trefpaffed

upon, the Sum o^forty Shillings for every Tree of one Foot over ; and for all

Trees of greater Dimeniions three Times the Value thereof, befides/jr/j Shil-

lings^ as aforefaid, and twenty Shillings for every Tree or Pole under the Dir

•menfion of one Foot Diameter, and for other Wood or Under-wood, treble

the Value thereof ; which feveral Penalties, Forfeitures and Dammages, fhall

and may be recovered by Aftion, Bill, Plaint, or Information upon Conviftion

of the TrefpafTer or Trefpaffers, as is hereafter fpecially provided and enafted,

before anyju-ftice of the Peace in the County where the Trefpafs is commitfed -,

' if the Penalty or Dammage exceed not forty Shillings, but if it be above th^t

Value, then before the Court of Common Pleas in the fame County.

Fine for
^^^ ^^ ^^ fUtttjeC enaCteO, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall throw Of

throwing leave open any Bars, Gates, Fence or Fences, belonging to or inclofing any-

open Fencea, Lands held in Propriety or Common, or belonging to any particular Perfon

G«rei, Sfc, qr
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or Perfons, within any Town in this Province, or that Hiall dig up or. carry ''-"^^
'
g'/^""

away any ^tones, Oar, Grave], Clay, Sand, Tijif or Mould, Hoots cr Plants, Sj3"|:5^o/r

belonging to the Proprietors of any common Lands, or to any particular Per- Gravel, Ftc.

Jon or Perfons, as aforefaid, fhall for every fuch Treipalsj qpon Con^'iftioq

thereof, as in and by this Aft is hereafter provided, forfeit and pay treble

Dammages, and alfo a Sum not exceeding j'Jx'f Pounds to the Party or Parties

injured thereby, according to the Nature and Aggravation of the Trefpafs ; tQ

be recovered in Manner, as aforefaid.

yindfcrafmuch as it is very hard and difficult to deteSi and convi^ anyTrefpapr Prcamb'.^.

er TrefpaJJers againft this J£i, in the ordinary Courfe and Method of the Law, by

Reafon the Trefpajfes are gefujally asmmitted 'jjhere pofttiveEvidences can fearcely

ever be had :

1B£ittt)e5:efo?efi|tti)ptenaaeiJ bg tU aut&oiitp aforefaiD, That in
^;^";i^'i

°^
^f

Cafe any Difputearife upon any Aftion, Bill, Plaintor Information brought, as
jhTatot'e'-"

°'

aforefaid, where the Plaintiff, Complainant or Informer fhall charge the De- f^ij Crirpei.

fendant in Trefpafs for cutting, felling, deflroying or carrying away any parti-

cular Tree orTrees, parcels of Timber, Wood orUnder-wood, or for throwing

down or leaving open any Fence or Fences,Gates orBars ; or for digging up or

carrying away any Stones, Oar, Gravel, CJay, Sand, TurfF or Mould,Roots or

Plants, ofFor from any fuch L^nd, as aforefaid, or of being aiding or afTifting

therein : Then and in fuch Cafe, if the Plaintiff, Cornplainant or Informer, or

his Agent, or Attorney, fhall make Oath bona fide that thtre hath been cut,

fell'dj deftroyed or carried away fuch and fo many Trees, parcels of Wood or

Under-wood -, or that any Fence or Fences, Gates or Bars have been thrown

down or left open ; or that any Stones, Oar, Gravel, Clay, Sand, Turff or

Mould, Roots or Plants hath been dug up or carried away,as mentioned in the

Writ ; and that he fufpefts thePefendant to have committed the faidTrefpafs >

and although the Plaintiff, Complainant or Informer, or his Agent or Attorney

may not be able to produce any otherEvidence thereof,th^n fuch Circurnflances

as render it highly probable in the Judgment of the Court or Juflice, before

whom the Trial is, thenj and in every fuph Cafe, unlefs the Defendant fhall

acquit himfelf upon Oath (to be adminiftred to him by theCourt orjuftice that

fhall try theCaufe, j the Plaintiff fhall recover againft the DefendantRammages

and Cofls ; but if the Defendant fhall acquit himfelf upon Qath as aforefaid ;

the Court or Juftice may and fhall enter up Judgment for the Defendant to re-

cover againft the Plaintiff double his Cofts occafioned by fuch Profecution.

Jnd whereas feveral ill-minded Perfons of late, as well in the Night Ti^ne as the PfgamSjIf-

Day, (being difguifed andpainted) have pillaged and committedgreat Spoil inCedar
'

'

Swamps, and other Lands, and ho,ve laid open the Inclofures ofparticularPerfons,

by pulling down or deftroying tf^e Fences about them, not only to the great Dammage

of the Proprietors, or Perfons interefied, but alfo to the Injury of the Publick :

OSe it tUizim enacteij tJg ti)e awt^oiitp afojcfaiD, That if any Pumftrncnc

Perfon or Perfons having his or their Face or Faces blacked, painted or any ^°J
P"'°"'

Ways difguifed, fhall either by Day or Night commit any of the Trefpaffes pailred that

sforefaid, or fhall beat and abufe any of His Majefly's good Subjefls, and be commit Tref-

thereof convicted by due Courfe of Law, fuel) Perfon lb trefpafTing fliall over paff^*-

and above the Damnjages aforementioned in this Afl:, be whip'd at the public

v/hipping Poft, not exceeding twenty Stripes, as the Nature of the Trefpafs

may require : Any Law, Ufage or Cuflom to the contrary notwithflandmg.

Provided, That nothing in this A(ft flull be conftrued fo as to debar or hin- Pfo^tfo-

der the Surveyors of High W^ays of doing any Thing neceflary and conveni-

ent in and about their Duty, as by Law impowred.

This Afi: to be in Force frpm the feyenth Day of Auguji next,

——- -' - - >'.'- - !:.- -
—-———; ^.::, _r .-. -

^ "

(CHAP.
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Preamble.

No Hawker,
Pedlar, or

petty Chap-
Man to be

allowed,

Goodi ro be
forfeited.

Jgftice of the

Peace to fum-

mon Hawkeri
&t:. before

him and bind

them over.

TavernersScc

not to give

Entertain-

rient to them.

Penalty

OflScers to fee

this A& put

in Execution.

CHAP. VI.

An Acb againft Hawkers, Pedlars and'Petty

Chap-Men.

WHER E/iS Complaini has been made of great Hurt to, and Dicay of
"Trade occafioridby Hawkers, Pedlars and -petty Chap-Men paffingto and

fro through the Country to vend Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes :

For Remedy of which Mifchief :

IBc it cnaaen bp thz lieutenant <.$otiernour. Council anD lRe»

prefentatioes in General Court afiemtilet), anD bp t^e autljoiitg
of tf)e fame, That from and after the Publication of this Aft, no Hawker,
Pedlar, petty Chap-Men, or other trading Perfon or Perfons goingfromTown
to Town, or other Mens Houfes, and travelling either on Foot or with Horfe,

Horfes, or otherwife, carrying to fell or expofing to Sale either in aijyMarket,

or in any Houfe in any Town or Village, whereof fuch Perfon or Perfons is

not an Inhabitant, any Wares, Goods or Merchandizes, fhallbe permitted or

fiiffered within this Province, on Pain of forfeiting all fuch Goods, Wares or

Merchandize by him or them expofed to Sale, or fo. conveyed or tranfported,

as aforefaid ; one Third thereof to His Majefty to and for the Ufe andSupporc

of the Government of this His Majefty 's Province, one Third thereof for the

Ufeof the Poor of fucliTown where the Offence is committed,the otherThi'rd

to him or them that fhall inform againft and profecute fuch Offender or Offen-

ders for the fame, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information in any of His
Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province, arid fhall further incur the

Penalty of twenty Pounds, to be recovered in Manner, as aforefaid, for the

Ufes aforefaid'

ano be it furtf)ei- tmttm bp tbe 3utf)oiitp afo?cfaiti, That it (haii

be in the Power of any of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace upon View,

Complaint or Information to him made of any fuch Breach or Offence,to fum-

mon before him, and bind over fuch Offender or Offenders to the next Court

of General Seftlons of the Peace in the County where fuch Offence fhall be

committed ; and fpr want of fufficient Security to commit fuch Offender or

Offenders to the comrnon Goal of the County, to anfwer to the Complaint that

fhall then and there Be exhibited againft him or them, and alfo to Tecure all

fuch Goods, Wares and Merchandize until the Trial.

And all Taverners, Ale-Houfe Keepers, common Vifluallers and Retailers,

are hereby ftri6tly forbidden to receive, or give any Entertainment to any Haw-
ker, Pedlar or petty Chap-Man, or other trading Perfon, as aforefaid, on the

Penalty of tzventy Shillings for each Offence, to be difpofed of in Manner, as

aforefaid.
,

.

And all Juftices, Sheriffs, Uhder-Sheriffs,Grand-Jurors,Conftables,Ty thing-

Men, and all other Officers, are hereby ftriftly enjoined and required, to exert

their utmoft Vigour and Power to fee that this Law be duly put in Execution,

Preamble.'

CHAP. VII.

An Ad to preventPerfons from riding vdth
— n.^ked Scyths.

WHEREAS divers Perfons going to and returningfrom their Labour, do

frequently ride with na.ked Scyths on high JVays, or through Lams and

Alliesy which may prove hurtful to themfehes and others :

For Prevention whereof

:

050
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TS>z it enaaeo ftp tfje lieutenant <Soi)emonr, Council anDEepre^
fentatibe!? in (©enecal Court aCTemlileD, anD fap tfje aut})0?ity of tf)C

fame, That if any Perlbn or Perlbns from and after the Publication of this

Aft fhali ride with a naked Scyth on the High Ways, or through any Lanes or No Perfonco

Alleys ; fuch Perfon or Perlbns fhall forfeit and pay for every Breach of this ["'f
/'''j."^"*

Act, upon Conviction thereor before any of His Majefty s Jultices of the ,h: Hiqh-
Peace, the Sum of ten Shillings ; one Half thereof to the Poor of the Town Ways, &:.

where fuch Offence is committed, and the other Half to the Informer that (hall

profecute or fue for the fame.

CHAP. VIII.

An Ad: for the reftraining and better regu-

lating Appeals from the Court of General
5eflions of the Peace, and Inferiour Court
of Common Pleas, within the ifland of
Natitiickett

W HE RE AS by the ASifor eJiaUiJhing a Superiour Court of Judicature

Court of Affize and General GoalDelivery within this Prevince ; It ispro-

vided, " That the Tiial of all Matters and Caufes by Appeal from the Prcsuible,

" Court of General SefTions of the Peace, or Inferiour Court of Common
" Pleas refpedtively within the faid IQand of Nantuckett, or by Writ ^^'.

" of Error relating to any Judgment given in the faid Inferiour Court,

" fhall be in the Superiour Court of Judicature Court of AITize -and General -

~

" Goal Delivery, to be held within the Counties of Suffolk or Middkfex.'*

And whereas there are two Superiour Courts of Judicature Courts of Affize and

General Goal Delivery, held in each of the faid Counties of Suffolk <zw£/ Middle- . ,,;:

fexm a Tear ; one whereof is held at Chzx\^ovfnfor the faid'Coiinty (7/MiddIe-

fex on the lafi 'Tuefday of January, and the other at Bofton for the County of

Suffolk on the fecond Tuefday of February : . And all Appeals and other Matters

to be brought forward from the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas and Court of

General Seffions of the Peace held in the Month of 06f;ober at the faid Ifland of
Nantuckett, lye to one of the faid Superiour Courts in January' or February, as

afe/efaid, which hath been found to be very inconvenient ; for that pftephnes by

Reafon of the feverity oj thelV&ather at thatSeafon, it is very difficult and fmetimes

'impcffiblefor the Parties and others cancerned to cometa either of the faid Superiour

Courts, by Means whereof fuch Perfons may loofe the Benefit of their ^ppe^ais, or

other Matters that may be there 'depending :
... ^—/ --

Wherefore for the Eafe and Benefit of the Inhabitants of the faid Ifland of

Nantuckett l

IBe it cnafteD &p t|)e Lieutenant i^otiernour, Council anuBcpre?
fentatit)€0 in <Scneral Court aflTembleD, anD &p tf)e9utt)0?itg of tJ)? Appwi, frons

fame, That the Trial of all Matters and Caufes by Appeal from the Court of Namcket

General Seffions of the Peace and Inferiour Court of CommonPleas refpeftive- '° '*""'

ly within the faid Ifland of Nantuckett, or by Writ of Error relating to any

Judgment given in fuch Inferiour Court, fhall from henceforth be in the Supe-

riour Court of Judicature Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery to be held,

at Bofion within and for the County of .S'z/_^o/^ on the fecondTuefdayof ./^ft;?'^."

Any Law, Ufagc or Cuflom to the contrary notwithftanding.

ACT "i



Anno Regni Regis G E OR G I J, Decimo Tertio.

254 JFccrjes, &c. idroprieto^s.

Ads and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or AlTembJy of His Majefly'sProvince

oithtMajfachufetts-BayinNevj-England^ Begun and Held at jB^/ok, upon
Wcdneklay the twenty-fifth Day of May^ 1726. And continued by feve-

ral Prorogations unto Wednefday the twenty-third Day of November follow-

ing, and then met.

CHAP. I. ~
'

'

An kOi in Addition to an Ad for regula-

ting Ferries.

Preamble. ^ 71 7 ^ ^ ^ E A S fmdry Perfons of late, notwithflanding the Provijton al-

y y ready made by Law, do prefume to tranfportPaJfengers over and a-crofs

the feveralftated Ferries within this Province, having no Right or Au-
thorityfo to do, in prejudice of thofe who are affign'd and authorised to that S-er-

vice, and thereforejufily Intitkd to the fole Benefit of thefaid Ferries :

For Prevention whereof

:

TBe it cnacten bp ttjc Lieutenant ©otiernour, Council antj JRc^
Penalty for pvefentatitieg in<^enetalCourt airembleD,anti bp^ tfjeautboiit? of t&e
Perfons not fQfng, That if any Perfon or Perfons fhali from henceforth prefume to keep

t^hat °rani ore
^ Ferry, or tranfport Paffehgers over or a-crofs any ftated Ferry within thisPro-

PaflTengcrs a- vince, fo as to demand or receive Pay, having no Right or Authority fo to do;
crofs any Ihall for every fuch Offence p^y a. F'me of twenty -Shillings : The one Half ro
Ferry for f^jj Majefty, for and tov/ards the Support of this Government, the other Half

°"^^'
to him or them that fliall inform and fue for the fame before one of His Ma^

Liable t« pay jefty's Juftices of the Peace, or.at the Court of General Seffions of the Peace
Dammagesro j^i fuch County where the Offence may be committed ; and be further liable to

kee
^

the^ P^^ ^"'^'^ Dammages as may or fhall accrue to the Perfon or Perfons affigned

Pgrry. -and authorized to'keep any fuch ftated Ferry or Ferries.

CHAP. II.

AnActio addition to an Ad fntitled,/^;^ JSl

to enalle Towns,Villages and Proprietors in

6^w. & M. Common and Undivided Lands &c. to fue

and be fued, made in the fixth Year of the

Reign of King (fiiliam and Queen Mary,

WH E REAS in and by the faid AEl, " All Perfons, Towns, Villages,

" Precincts, Truftees for Schools, and Proprietors in Common and

p .

.

" Undivided Lands, Grants and other Eftates or Interefts whatfoever are im-
" powred to fue, commence and profecute any Suits or Aftions in any Court
" proper to try the fame, and in like Manner to defend all fuch Suits and

i:.?,u5-.;. « Aftions as fhall be commenced againft them, or any of them, iSc. " And
•""•:''•

whereas by the faid AEl, there is no Provifion made for the enabling any fuch Pro-

prietors to raife Money for the carrying an or defending fuch AMions, or for any

ether publick Ufe in fuchPropriety ;.for want whereof 7ncny fichProprietors fuffer

great Lofs end- Dammage in their Proprieties, and lofe the Benefit ^ of the faidLaw :

And whereas the Time offourteen Days for the ferving ofJVrits before the Day of

the Sitting of the Court hath by Experience been found too fiort a Time in fuch

Actions and Suits as are brought againft any fucb^Jj>wns, PreciiiLf.s, Villages and

Proprietors, as aforefaid

:

For
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For the Remedying whereof, and the enabling Propiictors in Common and

Undivided Lands to raife Moneys for the carrying on and profecuting or

defending any fuch Actions or Suits ; or for managing any other pubiick

Affairs in fuch Proprieties :

IBc it enactcD t)p tfje lieutenant (^oticrnour. Council autiiRe^ proprktor.of

prefcntatitoes in General Court alTcmblcD, anD t)j) tU 9utf)oUtp ^aTdTim
of tllC fante, That it fhall and may be lawful to and for theProprietors of any „l^^l^ 7o
common and undivided Lands, or the major Part of them according to the raife Money.

Interefts prefent, by themfelves, or their lawful Attornies, at any Proprietors

Meeting that fliall hereafter meet upon legal warning, to order the raifing of

any fuitable Sum or Sums of Money that fliall by them be thought fufFicient

to carry on and profecute or defend any Aftions or Suits that may be brought

by or againft them, or for the carrying on or managing any other pubiick

Affairs relating to fuch Proprieties, and to appoint a fuitable Number of Per-

fons belonging to fuch Propriety, to proportion fuch Sum or Sums as fhall be

thought neceffary to be raifed for the Ends and Ufes aforefaid, upon the Pro-

prietors of fuch common and undivided Lands, according to their feveral In-

terefts therein ; and to appoint a Colleclor or Colleftors to gather in and col- f^ t,j col-

ledl the fame -, which Colleftor or Colleftors fliall be and hereby are fulJy au- icded in tlje

thorized and impowred to levy and colled the Sum orSumSfet and apportioned fame Manner

for fjch Proprietors to pay, in the fame Manner asConftables of Towns within ^! '^. j^°"

this Provinceare impowred to levy and colleft the publickRates or Taxes, and ^ '

to pay in the fame to the Proprietors,or their Clerk fwho is hereby impowred to

grantWarrants for levying and collefting fuch Affefsment) at fuch Time as fhall be

by them appointed fcrPayment thereof •, and fuch Clerk fhall be accountable to the

Proprietors therefor ; thePerfon orPerfons fo affeffing the faidProprietors,and the

Colleftor orColleftors that fliall be appointed for the gathefing and colleftingthe

Sum orSums granted and agreed upon by the faidProprietors to be affeffed and Krr rc^^^.^i^

collefted as aforefaid,fhall be underOath for the true and faithful Performance of undcr'oath.*

theirServices refpeftively ; which Oath fliall be adminiftred to them,as theLaw

provides for fwearing Town Officers.

ann be it further enacters bp t&e 9utf)0?itg afoiefaio, That when

it fliall happen Suit iliall be brought againft anyTowns, PrecinftsorVilIages,or Writs to bs

ao'ainfl the Proprietors of any common or undivided Lands, the Plaintiff bring- ferved on

in°g forward fuch Suit fhall caufe the Clerk of fuch Towns, Villages, Precinfts Tw P^-

or Proprietors, or one or more of their principal Inhabitants or Proprietors, to
^o^Dj!*, be,'

be ferved with a Copy of the Writ or Summons at leaft thirty Days before the lore thcCourt.

Day of the Sitting of the Court, to which the fame flia^ be returnable : Any
Law, UOige or ruf^om to the contrary notwithftanding.

Adts and Laws, ~~
^

Pafled by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Maiefty's Province

of the MaJ[achufett5-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojton, upon

Wednefdav the thirty-firft Day of May, 1727.

CHAP. III.

An aQ; to difable the feveral Judges for the Probate of Wills

and granting Adminittration in the refpe£live Counties of

this Province from fitting as judges in Civil Actions, de-

pending on,or relating to anySentence orDecree, by them

made in their Office aforefaid.

WHERE A S feveral of theJudges cf thePrabate ofmils,andfor grant'-

ing Adminiftration on Inteftate Eftates within this Province, are, or may Prc^mLIe

he Jufiices either of the Superiour Court of Judicature, or of the fnf^riour Court

of Common Pleas ; before whom oftentimes Actions arc brought and determined,

K k thai
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that depend upon, or relate to the Decree or Sentence of fuch Judges of Probate ;

And it being inconvenient that fuchjudge of Probate fbould have aVoice injudging

or determining fuch Cafes :

15c it enafteo Op tbelieutcnant ®oucrnour. Council anu iRepre*
fcntatit;e0 in (^enerai Court alTemfaleD, ann bg tbe autboUtg of

No Judge of tb^ fani0, Jliat fjom aird after the Publication of this Ad, no Judge
Probate to be for the Probate of Wills, and granting Adminiftration on inteftate Eftates
Judgeor Ac- within this Province, fhall be allowed or admitted to have a Voice in judging

o°thT/ Court °f
determining, (nor fhali he be admitted to plead,or a6t as an Attorney) in any

in any Caufe civil Adlion whatfoever, which may depend on, or have Relation to anySen-
wherein he tence or Decree made or pafs'd by him in his Office aforefaid : Any Law,

Dlazc'^
^ ^^^^^ °'" ^^^^^ 'o t'^^ contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. IV.

.^ca. 5. An A61 in addition to the Adlntitled,/^^
AB relating to Executors and Adminijlrators^

Preamble. WH E RE AS in and by anAU made in the fecond Year of the latextern
Anne, Intitled, An Adt relating to Executors and Adminiftrators,

(among other Things,) 3[t \% enaftCD, '* That any Executor being a refiduaiy

" Legatary may bring his Aftion of Account againft his Co-Executor or Exe-
" cutors of the Eftate of the Teftator in their Hands, and may alfo fue for

" and recover his equal and rateable Part thereof j and any other refiduary
" Legatary fliall have like Remedy againft the Executors :

" And whereat

it often happens that fmh Executor orExecutors move or dwell out of the Province,

and leave the Eftate of the Tejiator in the Hands and under the Management of
their Agent or Attorneyy whereby the Co-Executor and refiduary Legatee lofe the

Benefit of the faid A£i ; by Reafin of which manifeft Wrong is done :

For Remedy whereof :

Agent of Exe- IBc it cnaftcli (jg t&c Hieutenant ©otietnour. Council anniae*
ctorf out of prefcntatities in (general Court alTemblcD, ann Ijg ttc autl)o?it? of

|-"sf
'^°^'""

t()C fame. That every Agent or Attorney of any Executor or Executors re-

Suit/©*t
moved or dwelling out of this Province, flull be liable and fubjed to every

' ' AAion and Demand by the Co-Executor or Execntors orreftdoary Legat-ee,-or

any other Perfon, fo far as faid Agent or Attorney 'fliall have received of the

Eftate of the Deceafed into his own Hands,

FfOTJfo
Provided always. That the Adion be brought within one Year from the

Time of the Agents or Attornies receiving fuch Effeds, and not after : Any
Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

Clf AP^
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C II A P. V.

An A£l to enable Guardians to join in the

Partition of Lands, or other real Eftate

wherein Minors are concerned.

WHEREAS the Partilion of Lands, or other real Eftate among the Per- Preamble.

fons concerned, tho' much 4^Jired and of great Advantage, is often hin-

dered and delay'd by Reafon of Infants or Perfons tinder Age being interefted in

fuch Eftate, to the Danimage as -lueli of the Infants, as others therein coticer/i'd
^

For Remedy whereof :

150 it enaftcD t&clieutcnant (Somrncuc, Couneilann iReprc-

fentatiucs in (General Couit aiTemblc'o, ana bp tfjc autbouti? of

t\)Z faniC,' That it fliall be in the Power of the G\;ardian or Guardians Guardiani

of any Infants concerned in any real Eftate that is common or undivided,
'^•^°n^1h

"^

upon Application made to, and Leave had from the Supsriour Court pa,tj,ion of

of Judicature holden for, and within the refpeftive Counties of this Province^, Lands, &';

where fuch Lands or real Eftate lie, either by fuch Guardian or Guardians, or

the other Partners interefted, to join in and make Partition of fuch real Eftate,

as aforefaid, to and among them : Provided, fuchPartition or Divifion be made
upon Oath by five Freeholders ('or the major Part of themj to be appointed by

the Juftices of the faid Superiour Court, and a Return of fuch Partition to be

made to the Clerk's Office of the faid Court, and there to be recorded -, which

Partition orDivifion made inManner,a? aforefaid, fhaLl be valid and efFedtual to

all Intents and Purpofes in the Law : Any Cuftom, Uiage or Law to the

contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. VI.

An AfttoenableExecutorsandAdminiftra-
rorstoprofecute or defend any Suits that

are depending, or hereafter (hall depend
upon Appeal, wherein the Teftaior or In-

teftatewasorfliall be Appellantor Appellee.
XjU H E RE AS it eften happens that after Caufes have keen heard and tried

at the Inferiour Courts of CommonPleas within the feveral Counties of this
^^^^^\^\s^

Province, the Party "who is diffatisfied with thejudgment givenjoth appeal there-

from to the next SuperiourCourt of Judicature to be holden within andfor thefame

County, zvhere the ASlion has becnfirfi tried : And many 'Times it comes to pafs

that either the Appellant or the Appellee dies before theSitting of theSuperiourCourt

appealed to ; by Reafon whereof the Great and General Afjembly of this Province

are often troubled with the hearing of Petitions from the Executors or Admini-

firators, or the furviving Party, and fpend much of their Time in paffing Refolves

for their hewing Liberty to begin their Suit a new, orfor other Relief as theMat-
' ter may require ; and by Means of the Death of either Party, pending theAppeal^

ihe CredHor for a long ^ime hath been kept out of his jufl Dues, and the Proprie-

pfirs of Hou.fes and Lands kept cut of Poffcffion thereof, for want erf a fjwre fpeedy

B^'wedy in the Law in fuch Cafes :

,Be It thcxmit cnaaen tip tf)0lieutcnant®otiemonr,Council antJ

Et otefentatioes In (General Court alTemMeD, anD fap tf)e gutboiitg
of '^'l)Z fame, That in Cafe of the Death of any Party, either " the

'

K k 2
' Appelianf
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Appellant or the Appellee, before the Sitting of the Superiour Court appeal'd

to, the Executor or Executors,Admini{lrator orAdminiftrators of fuch deceafed

Mioprofc- Party, who v/as Appellant or Appellee Ihall have full Power to profecute or
cure anddc- defend any fuch Suit or Action (as fhall be depending attheDeath oftheTefta-
fcnd Aaions ^^^ ^^^ InteftateJ from Court to Court until definitivejudgment : And thejiifti-

bX^Their ^es of the Superiour Court before whom fuch Cafes are triable, are hereby di-

bcing in fach refted and impower'd to hear and determine all fuch Cafes, proceed to Judg-
Capacity. ment and award Execution accordingly : And when it fhall fo happen that

either the Appellant or the Appellee be taken away by Death, fooner than the

Time of the Sitting of the Court appeal'd to, fo that the Executor or Admi-
niftrator of the deceafed hath not fuitable Tune to prepare for managing the

Qourt'sPoRxr Caufe depending, or to become duly qualified to profecute or defend the fame:
10 grant Im-

j^^ fuch Cafe it fhall and may be lawful for the JulHces before whom the Caufe
' is to be heard and tried, to fufpcnd the hearing and trying of every fuchCaufe

until the next Term after.

anu be it futtber cnacten tig tf)c3ut&oiitg afoiefaiD, That if by the

Tiadcment to
^erdift of a Jury, Default, or fiegledl of profecuting fuchAppea!, or otherwife,

be made up Judgment pafs againft the Executor or Adminiflrator of any Perfon deceafed,
apainft the the Juftices of the Superiour or Inferiour Courts refpedively, are hereby autho-

rf^'^-r'd '<¥
"^^"^ ^""^ direfted to make up Judgment againfl: the Eftate of the deceafed in

,
c.

^^^.^^ Hands, and under the Adminiftration of the Executor'or Adminiftrator,

as it flipuld have been in Cafe the Suit had been originally commenced by or

againft fuch Executor or Adminiftrator in that Capacity : Any Law, Ufagc or

Cuftom to die contrary notvvithftanding.

CHAP. VII.

An Adin further Addition to, and for ren-

dring more effe(51ual an A6t made in the

tenthYear of theReign of KingPFiHiam,
the third, Intitled, J?i Jclforpreventing

of Trefpa/fes,

WHER E AS in the A£t mads in the twelfth Tear ofHis p-efentMajefly's

Reign, Intitled, An A61 in Addidon to, and forrendring more effedlual

an A£t made in the tenth Year of the Reign of King William the third, Intitled,

An A£l for preventing of "Trefpajfes ;
good Pro^jifion is made to prevent cutting,

felling or dejlroying of 'Trees ^ Timber, IVood, Under-wood, breaking Fences,digging

Oar, Clay, &c. But no Provifton is therein made againft cutting and defiroying

of Grafs and Sedge growing on the common Lands of any Town or Proprietors, or

deftroying and carrying away any Hay lying on the fame, nor againft taking away

from any Wharff, or publick landing Pla.ce any Pofts, Rails, Plank, Boards, Slit-

work, Cooper-Stuff, Shingles, Wood or Timber :

15e it tberefoie enaaen ftp tijc lieutenant (^oDernour, Council

Trefpafi in auD JRcprefentatities in (general Court alTemftleD, anD ftp tije au*
cutting or t^Ojitp Of tftC famC, That if any Perfon or Perfons after the Publicadon of
carryingaway ^^jg p^Q^^ ^^\\ prefume to cut or carry away any Sedge, Grafs, Hay or Corn,

Corn
*"" ftanding, lying or being on any Land belonging to any Town, Proprietors, or

particular Perfons, where he or they fo cutting or carrying away have noRight •,

OrPofti.Raili or Ihall take away from any Wharff or common Landing Place, any Pofts,

gsothcrLum- p.ails. Plank, Boards, Slit-work, Cooper-Stuff, Shingles, Wood or Timber, or
ber orGopdi.

gj^y Q^pjgj. Lumber or Goods, which he or they have no Right to take, fhall for

Penalty, every fuch Trefpafs forfeit and pay the Party or Parties fo trefpafs'd upon tre-

ble
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ble Dammages ; to be fued for and recovered in any Court proper to try the

fame, after the fame Manner of Conviftion, and by the fimeRiiles andMethods

as is dire(5ted in and by the aforefaid additional A5ffor preventingTrefpaJfes ; un-

]efs fuch Perfon or Perfons have firft obtained Leave orLicence from the major

Part of fuch Town or Proprietors at a Meeting orderly warn'd and affembJed

for that Purprofe, or from any particular Perfon or Perfons who are in PoflefBon

of fuch Lands or WharfFs.

Provided neverthekfs. That this A6t or anyClaufe therein fhallnot be under-

ftood or conftrued fo as to bar or hinder any Town Proprietors or particular j^^ovifo that

Perfons from profecuting any other Perfon or Perfons for Theft,who lliall carry
f([°T'h-"t'b(;

away any Hay or Corn fever'd from the Freehold, or fqch as fhall take from not hcrcpt

any Wharff or common landing Place, any Pofts, Rails, PJank, Boards, Slit- bat'd.

Work, Cooper-StufF, Shingles, Wood or Timber, or other Lumber or Goods,

which he or they have no Right to take ; but that in fuch Cafe any TownPro-
prietors or particular Perfons may proceed in fuch Manner as if this Law had

not been made : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwith-

ftanding.

CHAP. VIII.

An A& to enable Proprietors ofCommon
and Undivided Lands to make Orders and
annexPenaltiesthereon,forthebetter regu-

lating and managing their Proprieties*

WHEREJSitfo happens that infotne Towns or Proprieties within this Preamble.

Province, there are fo}72e parcels of Upland, Sedge-Ground or Meadow-
Ground, which lie under fuch Circumflances as render a Divijion of the

fame very difficult and difadvantageous ; which notwithfianding would be of con-

fideraUe Ufe and Benefit to the Owners, if the fame could be improved under due

Regulations : But there being no Law of this Province to enable Proprietors to

make Orders and annex Penalties to prevent Diforder, evil-minded Perfons take

fuch Meafure as fometimes render the regular and orderly Improvement of fuch
Lands very difficult, if not impoffible :

TBe it t&erefoie cnaftcD lig t&eJLieutenant ®ot)emout,Council ano Proprietor*

laepcefcntatities in General Court affcmiJlcn, anti bp tbe 9utf)0?itp ot common

of tf)C fatnC, That Proprietors ofcommon and undivided Lands at a Meeting Landi im-

ivarn'd as the Law direfts and affembled, fhall and may havePower by a major
^gle'^Orders

Vote of the Perfons then affembled, (faid Votes to be collefted according to and annes

each ones Intcreft) to make and pafs fuch Orders for fencing, improving and PenaUici,

timing the Improvement of fuch undivided Lands or Meadows as by them fliall

be thought proper and convenient, and to annex Penalties on the Breach and
Non-obfervance of fuch Orders, provided fuch Penalty doth not exceed fifteen

Shillings for one Offence ; provided alfo that fuch Order fo made be allowed Provifo,

and approved of by the Court of General Seffions of the Peace for the County
where the Land lies, and is not repugnant to the general Laws of the Province,

that then fuch Order or Orders fhall haye fuch Force and Effed, as that fuch

Proprietors thereupon by their Treafurer, Agent or Agents may recover the

Penalty thereto annex'd againft the Breakers or Non obfervers thereof, Ifj any
Court proper to try the fame ; fuch Penalty to be difpofed of as the Proprie-

tors Ihall order or dire6t ; Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to fhe contrary not-

withftanding.

CHAP,
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CHAP. IX.

Preamble.

Penalry for

making'
Wears, &c.
to obftruS

the Pi,(rage

of Fifh.

Preamble;

An A61 for the rendring more effectual the

A 61 Intitled> An Act to prevent Nufances by

Hedges^ Weaves^ and otherIncumbranceSi objlrutting^

the Taj]age of FtJh in Rivers.

WH E R E /IS in and by an ASl mode andfafs^d in the eighth Year of the

Reign of ^een Anne, Infilled^ An Aft ro prevencNulances byHedges,
Weares, and other Incumbrances, obftru6ting the Paffage of Fifh in

Rivers ; allfuch Incumbrances in the Rivers are di[allowed andferbidden without

the Approbation of the Courts of General Sejfions of the Peace in the refpeElive

Counties^ and ordered to be demolifhed and pulled down, but no Penalty is provided

in the faid A£i :

Wherefore, for the more effeiftual preventing fuch Nufances
;

TBe it enacteu h^ tiie lieutenant ©ciaEmcur, Council ann iRc^

prcfentatities in^eneraiCourt aircm!iIer),anQ b?? tijcautboiitp of t&e
fame, That wholbever alter the Publication of this Aft, fhall fet up,

erec^, or make any Weares, Hedges, FiOi Garths, Stakes, Kiddles, or otherln-

CLimbrances whatfo£veron or a-crofs anyRiver for ftraitning,obfl:rufting orftop-

ping the natural, ufual or common Paffage of the Fifh, in the Spring, or other

.proper Seafons of the Year, without the Approbation of the Court of General

Seffions of the Peace, fbal! for every fuch Offence forfeit and pay the Sum of
ten Pounds, tbbe fued for and recovered by Plaint, Bill, or Information, in any
of His Majefty's Courts of Record within the County, where the Offence is

committed ; one Half thereof to be to him that fhall inform and fue for the

fame, and the other Half to the Poor of the Tbwn or Towns, where fuch In-

cumbrances have been made or kt up.

An Ad,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Befton, upon
Wcdnefday the thirty-firft Day o{ May, 1727. And continued by fcve-

ral Adjournments unto Wednefciay the fourth Day o't 05fober following.
'

CHAP. I.

AnAd to prevent Coparceners, Joint Te-
nants and Tenants in Comriion, from com^
mitting Strip andWafte upon the Lands by

them held in Common and Undivided.

r'H E R E A S it often happens that Perfons having an Interejl or Share

in Lots of Land not fubdivided to and among the interefled, do privately

and without the Knowledge of the reft, enter into and upon the fame, cut

down or carry azvay the Trees for Timber and other valuable Trees, or

Wood, or make other Strip and Wafte thereon, whereby the reft of the Partners or

interejled arejlrip'd of theirju[t Rights and Shares thereof :

For Prevention of the fame for the future :

IBe it cnacten bp tfje Lieutenant mwimm, Council anB iRc^

prefcntatitjeg in General Court affemtJleD, ann by tlje aut|)o?itp of

ttt fame, That from and after the Publication of this A(it, no Perfon or

. ,
Perfons
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Perfons whatfoever, having a Right or Interett in any Lot or Lots of Lund '-."'p-ccncu,

not fubdivided, but lying in Common, lliall or may fell, cut dovvn, deftroy or J"'"'2"'^iianrj

carry away any Trees for Timber, or other Trees, Timber, Wood or Under-
^|, cornmon'*

wood whatfoever, ftanding, growing or lying on fiifh L3nd<;,or mal^eany other nor to m-i\'e

Strip or Wafte whatfoever, without Hrft giving Notice in writing under his or Srn'p, gi.-.

their Hands, unto all the Perfons interefled therein, or to his or their Agents, j"'^'^.- ^'|l

Tailors or Attorneys, forty Days before Hand, fetting forth, that he or they •^\ ;'?•

have Occafio;i for, and ihall enter upon and improve fuch Lot or Lots of Land
:

not fubdivided as aforefaid, under tne like Penalties and Forfeitures as are prov
p^-nsfti'.

vidpd by an Aft Intitled, An /M in addition to andfor rendring more eff^ihtal^

An ASi mads in the tenth Tear of the Reign of King William the thirds Ikl'iikd, jo M'. pa. 5,

An Al^ for preventing of "Trefpajfes, to be recovered beffjre gny one of His' Mar

jefty's Juftices of the Peace, or in any of HisMajeflry^s Courts of Herord vvithiri

the County where fuch Qifence fliati be ccmmitred, fas the Value of theDasn-

mage may bej by Adion, Bill, Plaint or Information to be brought and profe-

cuted by any one or more of the Perfons in terefted, in the Name and Behalf of

the reft ("who are hereby authorized and impower'd fo to doj oneMoiety of the

aforefaid Penalties and Forfeitures to be to and for the Ufe of fjch Perfon or

Perfons, who iliall inform and fue for the fame, and the other Moiety to and

for the Ufe and Benefit of the reft of the Proprietors or Perfons interefted as

aforefaid. 1

And whereas upon Suits broiight for the Partition of Lands, Teneuients orHere-

ditaments held in Common as aforefaid-, the Party or Parties againft tvhom fuch S'ffamblc,

Suits are brought {who oftenimes have hut a fmall Intereft therein) before afinal

Judgment can be ohtained, and a Divifton made of the fame according to Laio^ do

frequently cut down., deftroy and carry away coyifiderable Sfuantities of the Wood.,

'Timber and Trees growing on fuch Land, and do otherwije hurt and damnify the

fame Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, to the great Prejudice of the rejl of the

Owners thereof (efpecially where they are JVoad Lands) who are without any

Remedy at the Common Law :

15z it tfjerefoic enacteo 6p tfte 3ut&p?itp afp^efgiD, That when a ko Penon r^

Writ fhall be brought and ferved at the Suit of any one or more FerfonR in- make vSrrjp

terefted in any Lot or Lots of Land, Tenements or Hereditaments held jn "'''„" Suit

common or undivided for a Divifion and Partition of the fame, no Perfon or j" jj.Jj"J|°rf-

Perfons whatfoever having a Right to or Intereft in any fuchLgnds, Tenements *' -

OT Hereditaments,or holding anyPart or Share of the fame in common as afore-

faid fwhilft fuch Suit is depending^ fliall or may fell, cut down, deftroy or carry

away any Trees, Timber, Wood or Underwood whatfoever, ftanding, grow-

ing or lying on fuch Lands, or fliall otherwife hurt or damnify any fuch Lands,

Tenements or Flereditaments, until Partition can be made of the fiime accord-

ing to L'^aw, on Pain that every Perfon or Perfons fo offending fiiajl incur the

like Forfeitures and Penalties provided in the aforefaid Ad:, Intitled, An AM in

addition to, andfor rendring more effeBual an AEl made in the tenth Tear of the

Reign of King William the Third, Intitled An AeIfor preventing of Trefpdffes j

to be recovered by the Perfon or Perfons informing or fuing for the fame, jn

Manner gs aforefaid, to and for fuch Ufes as are before mention'd and declared.

Provided always. That the Perfon or Perfons bringing forward fuch Writ

,

fliall profecute the fame to Effeft, and after obtaining Judgment, fhall caufe
,

Execution to be ferved for Partition of fuch Eftate, as fdbn as the LaW will profecutecT t©

admit thereof, and it may conveniently be done. Effba.

anD be jt futtfjer cnaften fjg t\z aut!)o?itp afotefeiB, That in au
. .

Qffences againft this Aft, the Offender or Offenders Ihall be liable to a Cop- J^^^r^*;'

yiftion, in the fameManner as is already providtd in the Aft before mentioned.

ACT.5

Fe,n3{rf.'

Writ of Par?
tiiion fo be

jComriSJOT.
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Ads and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in Ne^jij-England, Begun and Held at Bejion, upon
Wednefdaythe twenty-fecond Day of Novemkr^ 1 7 2 j.

C H A P. I.

~~

5/r. &^. An A£t in addition to an Ad^, Intitled, JnM for High Ways.

rR E R E A S in and by an AEl made and pafs'd in the fifth Tear of
the Reign of King William and ^leen Mary, Intitled^ An Act for

High Ways, Provifion is made to impotoer the Sele5l-Men of each Town
refpeSlively, either by themfelves or others, to lay outparticular or private

IVays for fuch Town only, as may be thought neceffary : But noProviJion is made
what Methodsfhall be taken in order to bring them to Record ; fo that therefeems

to be apparent Danger of fuch IFays being laid out and committed to Record with-

out the Knoivlege of the Town or Towns refpeSlively ; which hath and may prove

of very ill Confequence :

For Remedy whereof

:

T6e it cnacten tig t&e Lieutenant (Sotiernour, Council ann Ee=
prcfentatiwea in<©eneralCourt affembleD,aniJ bg tt)e auti)o?itp of tfje

Nonce (o be
fgn^f^ That when and fo often as the Seledt-Men, or any by their Order

Tofns of f'^'" ^^*^ future, fhall lay out any private or particular Way or Ways in and for

private Ways any Town or Towns within this Province, fuch Seleft-Men fhall make Report
in March to the Town in which fuch Ways are laid out, at their annual Town Meeting
Meeting. \x\March ; Notice ofwhichReport fliall be inferted in theWarrant for calling fuch

Meeting,and no iuchWay orWays fiiall be efteem'd eftabiifh'd privateWays for

Wav^rtrbe ^^"^'^ Town, nor committed to Record, unlefs fuch Town at a Town Meeting

allowed by warned as aforefaid, Hiall by a major Vote allow and approve thereof.

the Town. ^nD U it fmt\)ZK cnaaeo bg tU autt)0?itg afoiefaiu, That it fhaii

be in the Power of any Town or Towns within this Province at a legal Town
Meeting, to alter or difcontinue any particular or private Way or Ways within

their refpeflive Towns, which have been heretofore laid out and improved as
Private Ways fijch, when it Ihall appear to fuch Town or Towns that they are unnecefiary

lerYd b ih
^'°'" ^^^ common Good : And all fuch particular or private Ways after fo or-

Tdwn. dered by the major Vote of fuch Town or Towns refpedtively, to be difcon*

tinned or alter'd, fliall no longer be efteem'd as particular or private Ways for

fuch Town or Towns.
Saving ahvays to any Perfon orPerfons who fhall be aggrieved or damnified

Saving a Li- by the altering, difcontinuing or laying out of any fuch Way or Ways as afore-

bi'tyof Ap- faid, a Liberty of applying for Remedy to the Juftices of the General SeiTions
^^*'' of the Peace within the County where fuch Alterations or layings out are made;

who are hereby impowred and direded to inquire into, and determine theMat-

ter by a Jury thereunto appointed, as well with Refpedt to the Neceflity and
Convenience by fuch Difcontinuance, laying out or Alteration as aforefaid, as

to the Dammage that may happen or accrue to any particular Perfon or -Per-

fons thereby, and thereupon to award Dammages to the Party or Parties in-

jured, againft fuch Town ; unlefs it appears that fuch particular Perfon or Per-

fons have no juft Caufe of Complaint ; that then fuch particular Perfon orPer-

fons fhall pay all fuch Coft and Charge as fliall or may arife by any fuch Ap-
plication to the Seffions.

Application Provided fuch Application be made to fuch Juflices at their General SefHons

to be made of the Peace, within twelve Months after fuch Ways are altered or difconti-

''"'""^^"''•nued as aforefaid, and nototherwife : Any Law, Ufage or Cufiom to the

contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP,
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CHAP. II. Ioimi.hU

An Adt for the more fafe and eafy Profecu- '"'^"
''

ting Writs of Trefpafs and Ejediment-

WHEREAS fometimes the Defendants inAnions of Trefpafs and Eje5l-

ment are arrefted, and held to great and exceffive Bail, where nojuftCaufe Preamble

can he for it ; and foraetimes the Plantiffs have their Writs abated, and the Tryal

of their Right unreafonaUy delayed, under Pretence that all the Tenants are not

fued :

For Prevention whereof :

IBe it cnacteD bp tbe Lieutenant (Sotiernour, Council anti Ee- 1:?
^';'' °^.

prcfentatities in (fi5eneral Court affemblen, ann bp tbe autbo^itp ^^HZr^r
of tbe fame. That whenlbever any Perfon Oiall be arrefted upon a Writ of only thcDt:.

Trefpafs and Ejedlment, the Defendants own Bond ^nd no other, fhall be re- fendann

quired for his Appearance to anfwer the fame. ^°^^. '° ^'

And whenever any Perfon or Perfons fliall be fued in Ejectment for any
''^'^^"^

Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments,they fhall be holden to anfwer for fo much. Defendants
or fuch Part of the Premiffes demanded as they then hold, or are in Pofleffion to anfwer for

of •, which they fliall diilinguifh and ki forth by their PJea, and difclaim in rio more than

the reft : And if any of them difclaims in the whole, and the Plaintiff cannot ^n%,^^
*"

prove his the Defendant's PoiTeffion of the Premiffes, or any Part thereof, he

fhall recover his Cofts : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary hereof

in any wife notwithftanding.

CHAP. IIL

An A£t in further addition to thefeveral

Afts relating to Trefpaffes.

WHERE AS the feveral A5fs or Laws already made for the preventing PrfambI;.

of Trefpaffes have been found ineffe£fualfor that Purpofe in fome Cafes,

fo that a further Provifion is neceffary to be made :

TBe it tberefo^e cnactco bp tbc Lieutenant (^otiernout, Council .

anbEcprefentatitics in(5cneralCourt aircmbleD,anD bptbcautbo^itp NoPerfon.

of tbe fame. That no Perfon or Perfons do or fliall prefume to take up, break
^^^^''ll^l

down or damnify any Dam or Dams, made ufe of for the inclofing of Water pj^^ Miii.

improved for the Benefit of any Mill or Mills, flowing or drowning of Swamp Pond,Frame»,

or other Lands or Meadows, or let out the Water fo inclofed^ or obftruct, hin-. Cellars, Sp-^

der or ftop the natural and ufual Courfe of any Stream of Water running from

any Pond ufed and improved for the fupplying any Mill or Mills withWater

;

either by flopping or (hutting down the Sluce of fuch Dam,or by wilfully ereft-

ing, fetting up or making any Dam, or other Incumbrance a-crofs any Stream

or Run of Water (having no Right or Privilege fo to do^ belonging to any

other Perfon or Perfons, and where he or they have a lawful Right between his

or their Pondand Mill, or fhall cut down, burn,damnify, carry away or deftroy

any Mill or Frame of a Mill, Floom, or any of the Timber, Boards or Imple-

ments ufed in and about the fame, or fhall pull down,cut,deftroy, or anyWays
damnify any Edifice, Building or Houfe not inhabited. Frame or Timber of

any fuch Building, Cellar or Well, being the Property, or in the PoffefTion of

any other Perfon or Perfons ; on pain that every Perfon or Perfons ofTending

againft this Adt, or any Part thereof, or that fhall be aiding or afTifting therein,

fhall for every fuch Offence orTrefpafs forfeit and pay to theParty orParties fo Penalty,

injured or trefpaffed upon, treble theValue of all fuchDammages as fuch Party

or Parties fhall make appear to the Juftice or Court and Jury, before whooi
LI the
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Manner of

ConviSion.

G. ca. 5.

d^tatiD 3Jttro3^S' iLo^DS-Dap.

the Trial fliall be, that he or they have fuftained by any Breach of this Aft, to

be fued for and recovered in any Court proper to try the fame, after the iame
Manner of Conviftion, and by the fame Rules and Methods as is direded and
provided in and by an Aft Intitled, An A51 in addition to and for rendring more

effeSliial an A5t made in the tenth Tear of the Reign of King William the third,

Intitkd, An AS for preventing of Trefpajfes, made in the twelfth Year of the

Reign of his late Majefty King George : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the

contrary notwithftanding.

Preamble.

Allowance
for Grand
Juron.

CHAP. IV.

An Aa in addition to an A£l: Intitled, An
Jetfor enlarging the Fees of Grand furors^

WH E R E AS the ftated Allmxancefor a Grand Juror according to an AS
made andpajjedin the ftxth Tear of His late Majejiy King George the

firfi, Intitled An A(ft for enlarging the Fees of Grand Jurors, is but three Shil-

lings />?r Diem, which is fo fmall that the fame will not defrey his neceJfaryChar-

ges and Expences in travelling to^ and Attendance at Court :

TBc itt!)ercfo?e enaften 6p tbe Lieutenant ®oticrnour. Council
anu Eeptefentatitieg in (S^encral Court airembleD,anD 6g t&eautjo--

jitg of tfje fame, That from hence forward the Allowance of a"Grand Juror
during his Attendance on the Court, and aifo for his necefTary travel to and
from the fame, be one Shilling per Diem, over and above the aforelaidAllow-

ance, accounting five Miles for half a Day's travel, and ten Miles for a whole
Day, andfo/ri> rato, but no Allowance to be made to any Perfonfor lels than
half a Day's travel.

3 G. ca. 1,

Preamble.

Tenalty for

working or

playing on

the Lord't

Day.

CHAP. V.

An A<St in further addition to an Ad-Intitled,

AnJ& in addition totheJUforthehetterOh-

fervation and keeping the Lord's Day, made
and paffed at a Great and General Court
orAffembly held ^iBofton thefeventhDay
oflSJovemher 171^. In the thirdYearofthe
Reign ofhis late Majefty King George the I.

N'OTWITHSTANDING the many good and ivholefomeLaws made to prevent

the Prophanation of the Lord's Day, fome wicked and evil difpofedPerfons

do yet prefume to do unneceffary Work^ take their Recreation and Sporty and travel

on the faid Day :

For the more efFeftual preventing fuch vile and unlawful Praftices

:

'Be it enaften Ijp tf)e Lieutenant<^oi)ernour, Council anDlRepre*
fentati»e0 in (General Court aflemtJleo, anDtip tf)e 9ut|)oiitp of tU
fame, That whofoever fhall for the future, contraryto the faidAd do or exercife

anyLabour,WorkorBufmefsofhis or theirordinaryCalling,orufeanyGame,Sport,

Play or Recreation on theLord's Day,or on any Part thereof,fhall forfeit and pay

theSum offfteen Shillings ; and upon a fecond Conviftion theSum of thirty Shil-

lings ; and giveBondwithSuretiesfortheirgoodBehaviourtothenextCourtofGe-

neral Seffions of the Peace in the County where the faid Offence is committed :

And
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And that all Perfons that for the future fhall travel contrary to the faid Aft,

fhall for the firft Offence forfeit and pay the Sum of thirty Shillings, and upon

a fecond Conviftion the Sum of three Pounds, and give Bond with Sureties for

the good Behaviour, as aforefaid : And in Cafe any of the Offenders men-

tioned in this Aft fhall be unable or refufe to pay and fatisfy their Fines, they

ftall be adjudged to Itand committed in the common Goal of the County, not

exceeding the fpace of live Days, or fet in the Cage or Stocks, not exceeding

four Hours, according to the Difcretion of the Court or Juftices before whom
fuch Conviftion may be.

And whereas the felemnizing of Funerals on the Lord's Bay oft-times occafions Preamble.

great Prophanation thereon, by Servants and Children gathering in the Streets and

walking up and down, to and from the Funerals, and is the Means of many Dtf-

crders and Irregularities then conmiitted :

For Remedy whereof:

TSe it furtijer cnactcQ tJp tf)C autf)0?itp Gfo?cfaiD, That from and

after the Publication of this Aft, no Funeral fliall be attended on the Lord's

Day or Evening following, except in extraordinary Cafes, where the Corps by No Funerals

Reafon of the exceffive Heat of the Seafon may prove offenfive, if not buried, ro befolem-

or for fome fuch like Reafon, Liberty be granted therefor by one or more of "'^•^d on the

His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace living in fuch Town where the Funeral is
„itho*Lit Lir

to be performed ; or if there be no Juftice in fuch Town, then by the Seleft- cence.

Men or the major Part of them, who fliall certify under their Hands, fetting

forth the Reafon therefor to the leveral Sextons or Grave Diggers : And who-

ever fhall prefume to permit and direft any Funeral on the Lord's Day without

Liberty as aforefaid, Ihall forfeit and pay the Sum oiforty Shillings, and every

Grave Digger or Sexton that fnall by himfelf or Order be any Ways affifting Penalty,

at any Funeral, contrary to this Ad, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of twenty

Shillings.
.

,-

And whereas the Laws noio in Force for the Obfervation of the Lord's Day do

not impower the Jufiices, Conjlables, Tything-Men, or other Officers to infpeSl the
P''^^'"^^*-

Houfes of Retailers of firong Drink, as it doth the Taverners, Innholders or com-

mon Vi£fuallers on the Lord's Day, and the Evening precceding and following the

faid Day ; by Reafon whereof great Refort at fuch 'Times is made to fuch Houfes

of Retailers offtrong Drink :

Wherefore, for the better finding out and difcoyering Perfons that fhall be • -'it-

drinking or tipling at any Retailers Houfes, Out-Houfes, Yards or Dependen- "
'^".'L?

cies thereof :

'^z it cnactcD &p t^e Sutljoiitp afoiefaiD, That the juftices of the q^j^^, j^, ,

Peace, Conftables, Tything-Men, and all other Officers appointed for that Pur- powred to

'

pofe, be and hereby are fully authorized to enter and fearchthe Houfes of Re- infpeft Re-

tailers in as large, full and ample Manner, as they may do the Houfes of com- '^''"* Houfes

mon Viftuallers, Innholders and Taverners, the Evening preceeding theLord's q/ 'qp°^
*

Day, any Part of the faid Day or Evening following. And if any Retailer of

ftrong Drink fliall entertain or fufFer any of the Inhabitants of the refpeftive

Towns,where they dwell, or others not beingStrangers or Lodgers in fuch Hou-
fes, to abide in their Houfes, Yards, Out-Houfes or Dependencies,drinking or Penalty for

idly fpending their Time on Saturday Night after the Sun is kt, on the Lord's Rerailen en-

Day, or the Evening following, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum o^five Shillings "rtaining
^

for every Perfon found in fuch Houfes, contrary to this Aft ; and that the like
fh^g Lo'rd""

Sum oi five Shillings fhall be paid by every Perfon fo found and entertained in Day, &c.
fuch Houfe or Houfes contrary to this Aft.

And whereas there are different Apprchenfions touching the Beginning of the

Sabbath or Lord's Day :
,

In order therefore for the more quiet and orderlyObfervation ofthe Lord's
Day, and to prevent a^iy Indecencies and Diforders :

LI- ' ~ 050
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Penalty for
'^^ ^^ fUCtl)eC enaCtCD, Thar allFerions beand hereby are ftrictJy forbidden

unneccffiry iwimming in the V/ater, unneceilary walking or riding in the Streets, Lanes,
walking, .i- Or high Ways or comnnon Field of the Town of Bofton, and all other Towns

o'cn'sho^l"^
or Places within this Province, keeping open their Shops or Ware-Houfes, or

l^ron die'
fo'Jowing their fccular Occalions the Evening preceeding the Lord's Day or

E^'cn^ng be- Evening following, on Penalty, that every Perlbn tranfgrefTing in any of the
fore and afcer afore-mentioned Particulars, (hall for the firft Offence forfeit and pay the Sum

dI
^°"^'' °^ ^^'^ Shillings, and for the fecond Conviaioh the Sum olmenty Shillings, and

^^'
give Bond with Sureties for the good Behaviour, as in this Aft is already pro-
vided ; and in Cafe any of the Offenders fhall be unable or unwilling to pay
fuch Fines, then to be punifhed as in this Aft is already provided. All Fines
and Forfeitures arifing by this Act to be difpoled of, one Half thereof for the
Benefit.and Relief of the Poor of fuch Town where the Offence is committed,
the other Half to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame. And
all His Majefty's Juflices,Sheriffs,Grand-Jurors, Tything-Men and Conftables,
are hereby directed to take dueCare that thisLaw,and the feveral Parts thereof
be obferved and kept : And it is further recommended to the Juflices of the
Court of AfTize and General Goal Delivery, and the Juftices of the Peace in

„. . . „ the feveral Counties in their Genera! SelTions at the opening of their refpeftive

be read in
Courts immediately before the Charge is given, to caufe thisAct to be publickly

the Courts, r^^d in Courts •, and that they then give it in fpecial Charge to theGrand-Jury,
that they diligently inquire after the Violaters of this Law, and prefent all Brea-

ches thereof : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary thereof notwith-
ftanding.

\oW. ca. 6.

Fee for en

CHAP. VII.

An k&. in addition to an A£t Intitled, An
AB relating to Strays and lofi Goods, &c.

^IJ^C it cnafteD bg tf)elLicutcuant(^ouemoui-,€ounciI atiD IRcprc=

20 fcntatities in ^'cnerai Court affembleo, anB bj) tl}C^uthoiitp^

of the fair.C, That the Fee or Allowance to be paid the Town Clerk

tringTofT" fot entring any iolf Money, Goods or Strays iliall be henceforward one Shilling

Goodjj Srrays over and above the Fee allowed him by aux'ldl made in the tenth Year of King
^'- IVilliam the third, relating to Strays and lofl Goods,^^ . And fuch TownClerk

. fhall be obliged once every two Months to tranfmit to the Regifter of Deeds in

to" be ftn"to
'^^ County where he lives, an attelled Copy under his Hand of all Entries that

the Regifter fhall be made with him, of any loft Money, Goods or Strays, and fhall pay to

of th?Couhcy. the Regiftery?^ Pence for each Copy of an Entry, to be tranfmitted to him as

aforefaid ; and the Regifter ihajl keep a Book wherein he fhall Record all En-
tries tranfmitted to him by the Town Clerk as aforefaid, and give out Copies

of the fame, when delirecl, taking the Fee oifix Pence for each Copy, and no
Regifter'jFec. niore ; and for fearching \m Kzcoxd two Pence, and no more : And if any

,, Town Clerk or Regifter fliall demand and take any greater or other Fees than

-« ^l-^°'
^""^ before mentioned, for the Matters aforefaid, or any of them, and be thereof

convicted before any Court of Record in the County where the Offence fhall

Penalty for ^^ committed, he fliall be fubjecl and liable to the fame Penalties tlrat are eh-

er Fe««.^"*
' joined by an Aft for regulating Fees, made in the fourthYear of King IVilliam

and Queen Mary, Chap. XVIII. for Perfons tranfgrefQng, as is therein mer^

tioned.

antj te it furttjet enaftcD bg t!)e ^utljoiitg aforcfaiti, That if any

Town Clerk or Regifter fliall negled or fail of doing their Duties refpeftively,

as by this Aft is provided and direfted ftheir refpeftive Fees in this Aft men-

t:JQn,ed being tender'd to them; he or they fhall for every fijchNegleft forfeit

'* and
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and pay as a Fine a Sum not excceciing forty Shillings^ one Half thereof to I'cndity tor

the Life of the Poor of the Town wherein fuch Town Clerk or Regifter re- ^°™" 'p^"'^

fpeclively dwells, and the other Half to hini or them that fhall inform and fue Negiett of

for the fame before any of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace in the fame Duty.

County.

anD U it fuvtber cnactcD bg t|)C 9utJ)0|itp afoicfaiD, That it fliaii

and may be lawful for any Perfon or Perfons to take up any ijorfe, Gelding, Perfom to

Mare or other Beafh for a Stray^ and Account and take Care of them as Strays '^^= "P

(the Owner thereof not being kriown) from the firftDay of Novemher to the ''^^ '^
''

firft Day oi March yearly : And fuch Perfon fliall be allo\ved his reafdriable
char„ejrobs

Charge about the fame, altho' he docs not proceed to procure anApprizement allowM with"

thereof fas by Law is provided;) for the fpace of two Moiiehs next aftfer tne out appiizing

finding and taking up fuch ilray Beaft
-,
provided the Finder and taker up of '^'^^irajs.

fuch ftray Beaft do attend the Dire61ions of the Law in all other Refpedls rela- .

ting to Strays, and do not ride or otherwife improve fuch Ibay Bealf, until '^°" ".'

the fame be apprized in Manner as by Law is already direfted : Ally Law,

Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. yiii.

An Aft in addition to anAdlntitled, AnAU
to prevent Inceftmus and Clandefline Marriages,

WHER E AS in and by an A£l made ahd pajed in the fevehth Tt'dr of

King William the third, Intitkd, An Aft to prevent inceftubus and

clandefline Marriages -, // is (among other "Things) Enabled, " That nojuflice Preamble.

" of the peace or Minifter fhall prefume to join any Perfons in Marriage with-

" out Certificate produced under the Hand of the Clerkof the feveral Towns
" where the Fa;rties refpeflively dwell, that the Names and Intention of the

" Parties have been enter'd with him fifteen tDays before Hand, afid that due 7 W- ^^^^•

" Publication of fuch their Intention has been made in Manner as by Law is

direfted, i£c" But fometimes it fo happens, that Perfons liiho purpofeMarridge

live or rejide in Towns or Places where there are no Town Clerks :

7dz it tf)crefo?e enaftetj bp iht JLteutenant ©oti^rnour, Council
ainri lRepcefentatii)g0 in General Court affembleD, atiD ftp tfrfe ^n--

t'bOjitp of tlft fame, That in every fuch lown or Place where there is or Where there

fhall be no Town Clerk, when any of the Inhabitants fhall defire Marriage','
q"°^°J^°

they fhall produce a Certificate from the Clerk of the Town next a'dfoini'n'g,- Qierk'of the

that the Names and Intentions of the i.aid Perfons have been entred with him' nex; Town

fifteen Days before Hand;, and that due Publication of fuch their Intention or '"j .^?if5,i

Purpofe of Marriage ha:th been made iii the Town where faid Town tierk '"'^"'^^
•

dwells, That then and in fuch Cafe it ihall and riiay be lawful for any JirfticeJ^ ' • '

of the Peace, or oidain'd Minifter, within their refpeftive Limits, tC) join any ';;l -

fSch Perfons in Marriage : And fuch Town Clerk is Iitreb'y di're^ed to fet up'
'.

'

"

fOi'ch Notifications, arid give fuch Certificates, and fhall be and hereby is in all

Refpefts Ibbjeded to the fame Pains and Penalties upon his Neglect that any

other Town Clerk is by Law fubjeifted f(S, for negTefting his Duty in oBfei'virtg
"'"">'•

the Laws relating to Marriage i Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to th? contrary

notwithftanding

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

An Ad in addition to an Aft, Intitled, An
A<3: toenableExecutors and Adminiftra-

tors to profecuteand defend anySuits that

are depending or hereafter fhall depend
upon Appeal, wherein the Teftator or In-

teftate was or (hall beAppellant orAppellee.

7^0 R ASMUCH as in and by an A51 made and pafs'd in the thirteenth Tear
* of His late Majefly King George the firfi, Intitled, An A61 to enable Exe-

cutors and Adminiftrators to profecute or defend any Suits that are depend-

ing or hereafter fhall depend upon Apf>eal, wherein the Teftator or Inteftate

was or fhall be Appellant or Appellee •, no Provifton is made but only for theRe-

lief of Executors or Jdminijlrators in fuch Suits as are depending upon Appeal

;

"johich hath been found infufficient, for -that oftentimes upon theContinuance of A£fions

as well in the Inferiour Court of Cojnmon Pleas as in the Superiour Court of Judir

cature, the Plaintiff, Complainant or Informer, or the Defendant, is taken awgy.^

by Death, fending fuch ASiion or Suit, before a final Judgment can be obtained,^ by

Reafon whereof fundry Imonveniencies have happened :

TBc it t!)ercfo?e cnaftcD bp tbc lieutenant <5ot)ernour, Council

Admi'ni'ftra.
^"^^ Ecptefentatitjes in (General Coutt alTemtJleti, anBlJpt&eautljq*

tors iropow- ?it2 Of t^C famC, That when any A6lion or Suit is or (hall be depending ai-

red to profc- ther in the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, or in the Superiour Court of

T\ °'^Aa'
jLjdicature in any of the Counties in this Province, and it fo happens that either

oni dfpend'-' -Party be taken away by Death before a final Judgment, the Executor or Exe-

ing, &!. cutors, Adminiftrator or Adminiftrators of fuch deeeafed Party who was Plain-

tiff", Complainant, Informer or Defendant, fliall have full Power to profecute or

defend any fuch Suit or Adion as fhi.Il be depending at the Death of theTefta-

tor or Inteftate, from Court to Court, until definitive Judgment or Sentence ;

and the Defendants or Appellees are hereby obliged to anfwer to iuch Adions
accordingly : And the Juftices as well of the Inferiour Court of CommonPleas,

as of the Superiour Court of Judicature before whom fuch Cafes are triable and

depending, are hereby impowred and directed to obferve the fame Method of

Proceeding in hearing, trying and determining fuch Cafes, and of entring up

Judgment, and awarding Execution thereupon,as in and by the aforementioned

A6t'is direfted in Cafes de.pending upon Appeal.

^^'oTe"" 3^^ ^^ it furt!)er enacteD bp tfec autbontg afoiefaiD, That when

voided by the any Goods or Eftate fliall be attached or Bail given upon any Writ or Procels

Death of the; that (hall be depending as aforefaid, the fame fhall not be releafed or difchar-
Perfon. ged by Means of the Death of either Party, but be held good to Refpond the

Judgment to be given on fuch Writ or Procefs in the lame Manner as by Law
they would have been if fuch deeeafed Party had been living : Any Law,'

Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP.
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jfenceg, Cattle, Sec 269

CHAP. X.

An Ad in addition to an A<5t Intitled, Aw^^^^i-

AB in further addition to anAEl Intitled, An Act for

regulating Fences, Cattle^ (Tc

WHERE A^ in mid by the additional ASfor regulating Fences, Cattle,

&c. made andpafs'd in the fourthTear of theReign of His late Majefly Preamble,

Kifig George the firjt ; Provifion is made for the proportioning ofeach

Proprietors Part of Fence in general Fields ; but no Provifion is made for de-

freying the Charge of dividing and fetting off the fame, nor for making or main-

taining fuch Parts of fuch Fence, as may be unfit and injurious to be fet off to

any particular Proprietor or Proprietors :

16e it t&etefoic cnaaeti bp tbe lieutenant (Sotictnour, Council charge of

anc Eeptefentatiticg in ©cnetal Court aflTemtileD, ano &g tbe 3u= fettini off

tbO?itP of tbe fame, That for the future the Charge arifing by dividing a"d making

and letting off the leveral Parts of Fence in the common Fields to and among ^^^^^ '"

the Proprietors of Lands inclofed and fenced in one general Field, and the Y\z\&i to be

Charge of making and maintaining of fuch Fence as cannot juftly be fet off to proportioned

any particular Proprietor or Proprietors, as his or their Part, fhall be born by '".'^e Pro-

the feveral Proprietors thereof in Proportion to their refpeftive Interefts in faid P"^"""*-

Field.

ann be it furt|)cr cnaftcti bp tbe autf)0?itg afoiefaiD, That it fhaii .

be in the Power of the faid Proprietors, or a major Part of them, (the Vote to
*!f"*/'^'°'

be colleded according to the interefted prefentj at a Meeting of fuch Proprie- 'JardTto be''*

tors legally warned for that Purpofe, to choofe Haywards or Field-Drivers,who under Oath.

are to be under Oath, and to have the fame Powers as if they were chofen by

a Town, and alfo to choofe Aflfeflbrs to affefs the feveral Proprietors for the Afleffonto

Ends aforefaid, in proportion to each one's Intereft : And in Cafe of Refuial of 1"= c'><'*<="-

any Proprietor to pay the Sum affeffed upon him, that then, upon Application

made, a Warrant of Dillrefs fhall be granted by any Juftice of the Peace in the

County wliere fuch Land lies, directed to the Conftabie of the Town where

fuch Proprietor lives, requiring him to levy and colleft of the faid Proprietor J5[^^''""'°V

or Proprietors, his or their Proportion of the Sum affefs'd upon his Goods or
jfl-^g^.

Chattels, and for want thereof on his Perfon.

Provided neverthdefs. If any Proprietor or Proprietors fo affefs'd fhall think Perfanj ag-

himfelf aggrieved, he fliall apply to the Affeflrors,and if they Ihall refufe to re- grieved to be

lieve him,he fhall or may haveLiberty to makeApplication to thejuftices of the relieved at the

next Court of General Seflions of the Peace for the County where the Land ^n,"o"lj,g

'"

lies -, and the Difference fliall be heard and determined by the faid Court, Pea«.

whofe Judgment or Sentence thereon Hull be final : Any Law, Ufage or

Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

Provided always. That nothing contained in thb A(5t fhall prevent or hinder Prorifo<

the Proprietors of any fuch common Fields already fenced from making and

maintaining their Fences according to the Rules and Orders formerly agreed on

by them at a Meeting legally warned.

CHAP.



Amo Regni Regis G E O R G I J, II. Piinio. 1727,

270 ^upenour Court at 2i5arn liable.

CHAP. XI.

An A£l: for eftablKhing aSuperiourCourt of
Juditature, Court of /iffize. and General
Goal Delivery, at ^^r^?/?^Z/^, fortheCoun-
ties of Barnftable and Dukes County.

Preamble. WHE R E AS the Inhabitants of the feveral Totvns'-J^ithin thefaid Counties

of Barnftable and Dukes County, have complained of the great Charge

which the Jurors, JVitneffes, and Parties concerned are at yearly, in tra-

velling to and attending at His Majefty^s Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of
'

AJftze and General Goal Delivery appointed by Law to be holden annually for the

Counties of Plymouth, Barnftable and Dukts County at the Town i?/ Plymouth,
on the laft Tuefday of April ; which Town is near one hundred Miles ddfiantfroin

fame of the Towns in the faid Counties of Barnftable and Dukes County ; and the

Reprefentatives offeveral of the Towns within thefaid two Counties, having peti-

tioned this Court, that there may he a Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of

Affile and General Goal Delivery held at Barnttable yearly, for the faid Counties

of Barnftable and, Dukes County only :

Superiour '^^ ^ t\}Zttioit cnaftco 6? t5c lieutenant <5otiernour. Council

Scamre. ^^^ iaeprefentatii3e0 in (fi^eneral Court alTemtleD, ann bg t&e^ut&o^
Courrof*Af- ?itp Of tije fame, That there fliall be, and hereby is eftablifhed a Superiour

fizc, &'c. to Court of Judicature, Court of AfTize and General Goal Delivery to be held

R^
^^»\ ^^ ^"^ ^^P' ^"""^"y ^^ Barnftable aforefaid, for the Counties of Barnftable and

" " * Dukes County on the Tuefday in the Week immediately preceding the lafb

Time of the '^"^fi^J of ^/Jr// yearly, the Time by Law appointed for holding the Superi-

Court'i fitting our Court at Plymouth aforefaid.

And the Juftices of the faid Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affizc

and General Goal Delivery, fhall have, hold, ufe, enjoy, and exercife at^arw-

JtaMe aforefaid, all and fingular the Powers which are by Law already given

and granted unto them within any other Counties of the Province, where a

Superiour Court of Judicature, and Court of Afiize, (s'c. is already eftablifhed.

And that all Appeals from the Judgment or Sentence of any of the Courts

All Preceft of General Seffions of the Peace, or Inferiour Courts of Common Pleas within
relating to (he faid Counties of Barnftable and Dukes County ; Reviews, Recognances,

^oiBarl7abk
Warrants, and all other Frocefs already ilTued or to be iflued, brought or to be

and Duket brought, taken or filed, which were to be heard and tried at the nextSuperiour

County to be Court of Judicature, Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery, to be holden
tried at faid ^t Plymouth, for the laid Counties of Barnftable and Dukes County, on the laft

ourti.
Tuelday of April next, ftiall not fail, or be difcontinued, but be obligatory,

continued over, tried, held good and valid to all Intents and Purpofes in the"

Law, to and at the faid Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affize and
General Goal Delivery refpeftively to be held at Barnftable, for the faid Coun-
ties of Barnftable and Dukes County as aforementioned.

Arid in convenient Time before the faid Court's Sitting, the Clerk of the

faid Court ftiall ifllie out Warrants, directed to the Conftables of the feveral

C(erk of the Towns within the faid Counties of Barnftable and Dukes County, requiring fuch

Warrami for
Cooftablcs to afle[nble the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of their refpedive-

chufing Tu- Towns, qualified as in His Majefty's Royal CHARTER is directed, to cled:

rori. and chufe fo many good and lawful Men within each Town or Diftrift thereof,

as the Warrant (hall direft, to ferve as Jurors at the faid Court, who fliall attend

the firft Day of the faid Court's Sitting : And the Conftables fliall fumnion

the Perfons io chofen to attend accordingly, at the Time and Place therein

.'

, .;_,
'.

,
appointed



J»t}0 Regni Regis G E O R G I J, II. Primo ei Secundo. 1728.

CaufeUfs! :^rrefts, &c. 77^

appointed, and make timely Return of their Warrants, according to the Di-
rediions thereof, under the fame Penalties of the Law provided in fuch Cafes.

anD be it further enactpD ftp thz auti)o?itp afo?efaiD, That for the

future, the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Alfize and General Goal Supcriour

Delivery fliall be held at Plimouth for the County of Plimouth only, on the laft
'^'"'" ^' ^^1'

Tuefday of April annually -, and that the Clerk of the faid Court, do not in ^ff^a'"

^^

making out Writs of Venire Facias for the Choice of Petit Jurors for the faid County only.

County o^ Plimouth, oblige them to give their Attendance until the fecondDay

of the faid Court's Sitting.

ailDiJeit fUttljer enaCtCD, That for the future the Times for holding

the Court of General Seffions of the Peace and Inferiour Court of Common inferiour

Pleas within the County of Barnjiable, Ihall be on the thirdTuefday inMarch. Courrs, &e.

And all Anions, Pleas and Suits both Civil and Criminal Ihall be heard and at Sirr/JaAfe.

tried at the abovefaid Courts, as fully and abfolutely, as if the Times for

holding the fame had not been altered.

And all Officers and others concerned at the faid Courts, are to conform

themfelves accordingly : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary not-

withftanding.

Ads and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bqftott

upon Wednefday the twenty-ninth Day of May, 1728.

CHAP. I.

AnAdt in addition to. and for rendring more
effectual an Ad: Intitled, AnAB to prevent

Caufslefs Jrrefts, &c.

'f'M'jHERE AS in and by an A£l made andfafs'din the thiretenth Tear of

\/w/ the Reign of the late ^een Anne, Intitled,An A&. to prevent caulelefs

f f Arrefts,t?f. 31t iS enaCteD," That every Pcrfon,Principal orAttorney, Preamble.

" Executor or Adminiftrator taking out a Writ or Attachment againft

" another,before he receive it out of theClerk's Office, fhall endorfe hisSirname
*' on theBack thereof towards theBottom -, and Ihall ftand chargeable and be liable

*' to Anfwer and pay to the adverfe Party his Cofts arifing by the Arreft, and '^ "* ^'

" Chargeof ImprifonmentCif any bejtobetaxedin commonFormbytheJudges
" of theCourt where the Writ is returnable,inCafe of Non-Profecution,Difcon-
" tinuance, or that the Plaintiff be Non-fuit,or Judgment pafs againft him ; to

" be levied on the Principal, the Executor, Adminiftrator or Attorney that

" endorfed or took out fuch Writ ; if the Principal be without the Province,

" or be unable to pay the fame.

And whereas it hath fo happened when any Company or Number of Perfons are

joined together in one Suit, there is but one only, ornota Majority of thePlaintiffs

that hath endorjed the Writ ; and thereupon fuch Writ hath abated, becaufe all the

Plaintiffs therein named have not endorfed the fame, nor their Attorney in their

Names and Behalf, which by Experience hath been found to be very prejudicial^

efpecially with RefpeEl to the Cotnmiffioners and Trujiees of thepublick LoanMeney,

who feldom live together in the fame Town, but oftentimes very remote -, fo that it

is exceeding difficult to get a Writ endorfed by all the Plantiffs, efpecially when it

fo happens they are ftraitned in Time ; by Means whereof there hath been a Fai-

lure of Juftice, as well as Lofs and Dammage not only to thePubhck, but to par-

M m ticular
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One Perfon

endorfine a

Writ, &€
fufficient, in

Cale.

tkiilar Perfons, occafiomd by the Abatement of their Writs, when the Defign of

the Law was only to fecure the Cofls in Cafe of Nen-Profecution, Bifcontinuance^'

&c. as aforefaid.

For Redrefs whereof :

15e it cnafteu ftp fbcLieutenant <©otiernour, Council anu Ee*
prcfentatities in General Court aflfcmMeo, ano bptbe autboiitg of

tf)0 fame, That from and after the Publication of this Aft, when any Writ

or Attachment fhall be taken out at the Suit of more than one Perfon, theEn-

dorfemenl of one of the Plaintiffs (or hisAttorneyJ fhall be fufficient in theLaw,

as well to oblige the Defendant to Anfwcr, as the Endorfer to pay the Coft and

Charges arifing on fuch Suit, in Cafe Judgment be for the Defendant or De-

fendants : Any Law, Ulage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

C H A P. II.

AnA£b for preventing of Injuries and unne-

ceffary Delays to the Parties who fhall here-

after be concerned in Suits at Law ^ and
for the better and more fpeedy Execution

of Juftice.

Preamble

Billi of Cofti

to be taxM
immcdiatciy

after Judg-
ment gi»cn.

Advetfc Party

to be nbtifi^

of it.

Exception.

Preamble,

WHEREAS heretofore Obje^ions have been made by Parties

whom Judgment has been given in the Superiour and Inferiour Courts

refpeSively, to feveral of the Articles charged in their Bills of Cofi, for the Atten-

dance and Travel of Witneffes and otherwife ; which Bills have been frequently

allowed long after the Court's rifing •, and when the adverfe Parties have not been

prefent to make their jufi andreafonable Objections to fuch Articles :

For Prevention whereof for the future,

2Be it enacteD ftp tfte lieutenant ^ouernour, Council anniRcpre^
fentatiues in (General Court aiTembleD, ano ftg tfte ^utftoiitpof tfte

fame, That when and fo often as any Perfons fhall obtain Judgment in their

Favour at thelnferiourCourts of Common Pleas,orSuperiourCourts of Judicature,

they or theirAttorneys refpeftively fliali immediately after the recovery of fuch

Jlldgn^ent draw up their Bills of Coft, and when they are examined by the

Clerks of the faid Courts refpeftively, prefent them to be taxed by one or more
of the Juftices of the faid Courts, and the adverfe Parties, or their Attorneys,

Attending the Courts, to be notified when the Bill is to be taxed, that fo they

may make their Objeftions (if any they have^ to any of the Articles charged

in fuch Bills, before the fame be allowed. And noBill of Coft fhall be allowed

after the Court is adjourned without Day, iinlefs fufficient Reafon be given for

fuch Delay to the Satisfaftion of one or more of the Juftices of the Court who
fliali be defired to tax fuch Bill of Coft.

And whereas it often happens that a great Number of the Judgments entred up
at the Ihfiriour Courts Within this Province, are appealed from by the Defen-
dants who fail toprofecute their Appeals to EffeSl at the Superiour Court appealed

to ; and thereupon the Plaintiffs or their Attornies enter their Complaints againji

the Appellants or Defendants at the faid Superiour Courts, but commonly negle5i

to draw up andfile their Complaints, in order to have the Judgments of the Jnfe-

HdUr Court appealed from affirmed, until the laft Day of the Sitting of the faid
'Superiour Courts ; by which Method the Complainants (or their Attornies) have
the Profit of many Days Attendance, for which they are allowed in their Bills of
Cofiy and thereby throwing an urireafonable Charge upon the Defendants :

10e
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~^c it tberefo^e cnacteti fjp tf)c aut|)0?itp afo?efaiD, Tim in taxing courr roii-

Bills of Coft after Judgment given upon a Complaint at the Superiour Court,
^^"^^"jjppe

the Complainant fhall be allowed but fo many Days Attendance as the faid chanred ia

Court fhall judge realbnable. the Bill.

And to the Intent, that no Injuftice may be done by an Overcharge to the ..^ p^^fon
Party againft whom Judgment Ihall be given, no Perfon obtaining Judgment ,.c<-eivc Char-

fhall receive any Thing for Charges of his Suit 'till fuch Time as the Bill of pes of the

Coft be firft taxed by one of the Juftices of the Court who was prefent, when |'^'".' "" f^e

the Judgment was given : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary not- '
"f^xed.

withftanding.

CHAP. III.

An A£t in addition to an Ad: Intitled,^/2

^3 for providing ofPounds^ and to pre-

vent Refcous, and Tound Breach.

WHERE AS in and by an ASl made and pals'd in the tenth Year of the

Reign ofKifig William the third, Intitled, An Aft for providing of

Pounds, and to prevent Refcous and Pound Breach ; It is among other Things Preamble.

ena3ed, " That there fhall be a fufficient Pound or Pounds made and main-
*' tained from Time to Time, in every Town and Precindt within this Pro- ''' ^- ^^- 4'

" vince, in fuch Part or Places thereof as the Sele6t-Men fhall direft and ap-

" point, £3'^. But no Penalty is therein fet upon any Town or PrecinSl who JJjall

negleii or refufe to make and maintain fuch Pounds :

For Redrefs whereof,

TBe it cnaacD t>p tbe Lieutenant (^otiernour. Council anti IRcprc-

fentatiues in (General Couct aiTembleQ, ann b? tt)C autfjoiitp of t^e

fame, That every Town and Precindt within this Province that iliall negleft P^f^'fy f<»

or refufe by the fpace of three Months from and after the Publication of this p°und"
Aft, to make and maintain a fufficient Pound or Pounds in fuch Town or Pre-

cinft, according to the Direftion in the afore-recited Ad, fhall forfeit and pay

the Sum of ten Pounds ; one Half thereof to fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall in-

form and fue for the fame, and the other Half to the Poor of the Town fo

neglefting or refufing ; to be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information in any

of His Majefty's Courts of Record in the County where the Offence fhall be

committed.

CHAP. IV.

AnAiO: in addition to and for rendring more efFe6lual an A£1 s a ca. x.

Inticled, AnAtlfor the upholding and regulating of M/i!/j,made
'^ "' ^

and paiTtd at a Seflion of the Great and General Court or

AiTombiy, begun'and held at BoUon^ uponWed'nefday the

twenty-fifth Day of May, in the eighth Year of the Reign

of ihe late Qi\QtU%XlVit,- ^^^ociue Domini^ 1709-

^^7 HE :R E A S great Complaint is made by the Inhabitants of theTawri^of
Boilori a«i Charleftown,/^'^/ they are mifufed by the Millers in not grind-

ing their Corn fedfonably, and oft-times detaining it for a long Time unground, to Preamble.

their great Damma^e, and alfo that they are very much defrauded by the Millers

in taking an unreafonable Toll. :

M m 2. '^e
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IBe ittfjetefo^e cnacteo bp tbclteutenant^Soioetnour, Council ann
Eepccfentatities in ®enetal Court alTemblcD, ann tip tf)c gutbo^itg
of tti0 fame, That every Milier wichin the Towns oi Bofton and Omrledwjm^
who (hall not be provided with fuitable Scales and 'Weights, fealed as

the Law directs, for weighing Corn and Meal in his Milj, within the fpace of
two Months after the Publication hereof, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of ten

Founds ; the one Half to His Majefty for and towards the Support of this

Government, and the other Half to him or them that (hall inform and fue for

the fame in any Court of Record in the Counties of Suffolk or Middlefex.

anD be it furti)CC enafteO, That every Miller in the Towns of Bojioti

and Charleftown, who fliall not be provided with fuitable Scale* and Weiglns,
fealed as the Law direds for the End aforefaid, and fhall continue in the Neg-
led thereof after the Expiration of the faid two Months, fhall forfeit and pay
the Sum of five Pounds for every Month he fhall continue in fuch Negletft, to

be recovered and difpofed of as is herein before mentioned. And if any Miller
in the faid Towns of Bofton or Charleftown after the Expiration of the faid two
Months, do or fhall prefume to take a greaterQuantity of ToU than a fixteenth

Part for any Sort of Grain by him ground, and be thereof convifted, he fhall

forfeit and pay for eachOffence the Sum Q'ifive Pounds,tohe recovered and dif-

pofed of inManner as aforefaid. And if anyMiller in thefaidTowns of Boftonor

Charleftown,(ha.]\ refufe to weigh Corn,Grain orMeal brought to or carried from
his Mill, when defired, he' fhall, for every fuch Refufal, forfeit and pay the Sum
offiveSbilImgs,to be recovered before anyjuftice of thePeace within the County
of Sufolk or Middlefex, by him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame;.

9nD be it fUrtfeet enaCteO, That when any of the Inhabitants of the
Towns of Bofton or Charleftown, fhall fend any Grain to be ground attheMills
there for the Ufe of their Families, the Miller or Millers fhall receive into the
Mills all fuch Grain, and within the fpace of three Days at Jeafb, take Care that

the farne be ground, on -pain of forfeiting the Sum of ten Shillings, for every
fuch Negleft, and the Sum of five Shillings more for every Day fuch Grain
fhall be unground (except in cxtraordinaryCafes the Mill is prevented workino-J

to be recovered before any of His Majefty's Juflices of the Peace in theCoun-
ties of Suffolk or Middlefex.

Millers to be

provided »iiih

Scales and

Weighri.

Penalty.

Penalty for

continuing

unproviUed.

Penalty for

taking too

much Toll.

And for re-

fufing to

weigh Corn
and Meal.

Penalty for

keeping

Grain un-

ground.

Ads and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton upon
Wednefday the twenty-ninth Day of May, 1728. And continued by
Prorogation unto Wednefday the twenty-fourth Day of July following, and
then met.

Preamble.

CHAP. V.

An Aft for repealing an A61: Intltied. An
ABfor the fmi/hing andpreventing of Duelling, and
for making otherProviiioninftead thereof.

wH E RE AS to the great Difhonour of Almighty GOD, in Defiance of
the Laws of Nature and Nations, contrary to the Peace of OurSovereign

Lord the Kin g, and the precious Life of Man, there have been of
late within this Province feveral Duels, Rencounters and Quarrels :

For preventing and fupprefTing fuch Mifchiefs for the future.
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16e it enafteu &pW CrccUencj? tbctS^oiJEmour, Council anDEc= p^^'^hnienr

ptefentatities in ©cncral Court affembleD, ano bj? tbc autbo?itp £ "^^l^'j;",**

of tbC fantE, That whoever from and after the Publication of this Aft

Ihall be fo hardy and wicked as to fight a Duel, or for private Malice, Dif-

pleafure, Fury or Revenge, voluntarily engage in a Rencountier, with Rapier

or fmall Sword, back Sword, Piftol or any other dangerous Weapon, to the

hazzard of Life, Maihem, or wounding of the Parties, or the Affray of His

Majefty's good Subjeds, although Death doth not thereby enfue ; or fhall by

"Word, Meflage, or any other Way, challenge an other to fight a Duel, or fliall

accept a Challenge, although no Duel be fought, or fliall any Ways abett,

prompt, encourage or feduce any Perfon to fight a Duel, or to challenge

an other to fight -, and be by due Courfe of Law before the Court of

Affize and General Goal Delivery in any of the refpedive Counties within this

Province convided thereof, fhall for every fuch Off"ence be carried publickly in

a Cart to the Gallows, with a Rope about his Neck, and fit on the Gallows

for the fpace of one Hour with a Rope about his Neck, as aforefaid, and then

committed to the common Goal of the County, and there remain without Bail

or Mainprize, for the fpace of twelve Months, and at the Expiration thereof

fhall find Sureties for the Peace and good Behaviour, for and during the fpace

of twelve Months more.

3nD be it further enactcn bp tbe autbojitg afo?cfaiD,That when and

fo often, as it fhall appear by the Coroner's Inquelt, that any Perfon hath been Difpofition of

killed in fighting a Duel, the Corps or Body of fuch Perfon fo flain fliall not
'^^^ \°^^^^

have a Chriftian Burial : But the Coroner of the County where the Fad fhall thar is kill'd

be committed, fliall be, and hereby is direded and impowred to take efFedual in a Duel.

Care that the Corps of all Perfo^s fo killed be immediately fecured,and buried

without a CofEn, with a Stake drove through the Body, at or near the ufual

Place of Execution ; provided it be within the fpace of tenMiles, if otherwife,

then in the mofh publick Place in the Town where the Fad was committed ;

theCharge thereof to be defrayed out of theEftate of the deceafed, ("ifany to be

foundj by Warrant of Diftrefs to be awarded by His Majefty's Juftices of the

Superiour Court of Judicature Court of Afllze and General Goal Delivery,upon Difpofition of

the Coroner's prefenting a Bill of Charge therefor : And if no Eftate to be ^^^ ^°^y '^^

found, then the Charge to be paid by the County : And in Cafe any Perfon
thJt-kflUano-

fliall flay or kill any other in Duel or Fight, as aforefaid, and upon Convidion ther inaDuel.

thereof fuffer the Pains of Death, as is by Law provided for wilful Murder,the

Body of fuch Perfon, fliall not be allowed Chriftian burial,but be buried with-

out a CofEn, with a Stake driven through the Body, at or near thePlace of Ex-
ecution, as aforefaid. "

""^

CHAP. VI.

An Aft for regulating the Ferry between
Briftol and Rhode-Jfland.

HEREAS there is a great Coneourfe of TravellersforPajfage at the Ferry Preanil>Ic.

between the Town of Briftol and Rhode-Ifland, the conftant attending

•whereof is offingidar Benefit to His Majefty's Subjects faffing and repaffing the

fame ; and ivhereas great Complaint is made by the Keeper of thefaid Ferry,that,

altho' he is at conftderable Expence for keeping fuitable Boats for the Service of
the faid Ferry, and gives his conftant Attendance there ; yet fun'dry Perfons of late^

notwithHanding the Provifion already made by Law, have contrary to Juftice,

and to the prejudice of the Publick^ prefmned to tranfpart Pajfengers and Goods

over and a-crofs the faid Ferry, from that Side of faid Ferry which is in this

Province, having no Right or Authority fo to do -,

I8e

\^
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IBc ittl)crcfo?e enaSeo \iQ !)i0 (Srccilcncy ti)e(&oti£rnouc, Council
atiD Eeprcfcntatiioes in (General Court aa'ernbieti, anu ispttie au*
ti^0?itj3 of tijC fam£, That if any Peifon or Fcrlons lliall from henceforth

Penalry for prelume to receive on Board any Boat, or other Veflel, and tranfport any Paf-
tranfporiing jepger or Paffengers, Horfe or Horfes, or any Sort of Cattle, or Goods from.

Gnod^over rhe faid Town of Brifiol to Rhode- J/land at the Place where theFerry is already

Bri/lol Ferry ftated, there or within half a Mile above or below the fame, having no Right
without Au- or Authority fo to do from the Court of General Sefiions of the Peace within
choriry.

^^^ County of Bnjiol, nor Leave from the Perfon or Perfons authorized by the

faid Court to keep the faid Ferry •, he or they fhall for every fuch Offence

forfeit and pay the Sum offorty Shillings ; the one half to His Majefiy for and

towards the Support of this Government, and the other Half to him or them

that fhall -inform and fue for the fame, before One of His Majefcy's Juftices

of the Peace within the faid County of Briflol, and be further liable to pay

fuch Dammages as may or fhall accrue to the Perfon or Perfons afTigned and

authorized to keep the faid Ferry.

CHAP. VII.

An A£t for altering the Time for holding

the Court of General Seffion^ of thePeace,

and Inferiour Court of Common PJeas

within theCounties of Efex, Middlefex and
Plymouth,

HEREAS the Time by Law appointed for holding the Court of General

Seffions of the Peace, and Inferiour Court of Common Pleas at Salem

for the County of EfTex, on the laft Tuefday of June, and at Cambridge
for the County 0/ Middlefex, on the fecond Tutfda.Y of June, and at Plymouth

, '/(?r //?)fC(9aK/)' 0/ Plymouth, on the^ third Tuefday of June, aforefaid, is the

ufualTime of the Sitting of the General Affemhly ; whereby theBtifinefs of thefnd
Courts is frequently iifterrupted and delayed ; by Reafon that feveral of the Mem-
bers of the Court are obliged to attend at' the- General Affembly :

For Remedy whereof:

:©e it enaaen 6)? W CrccUencp tl)c <©otiernour, Council anH
Ecprefe.ntatit)cs in (©cnecal Court ailenitiieDv ano tip tijc 3uti)o?itB

Time of Of tf)0 fattlC, That the faidCourt of GeijeraiSeflJons ofthePeace and Inferiour

iolding di- Court of CommonPleas appointed to be held at Salem, for theCounty of Effete
'""'"•

on the Jaft'T^^/^'y of J'une,ht henceforth holden and kept ziSalem aforefaid, on

dlefexax^i" the fecond Tuefday of Jijy annually ; ,
and, that the Court of General Selllons

Plimouth al- of the Peace and InfefiOLir Court of Common Pleas appointed to be held at

Cambridge for theCounty of Middlefex on the fecond Tuefday of June, be hence-

forth holden and kept at Cambridge aforefaid, on the third Tuefday of May
annually : And that the Court of General SelTions of the Peace and Inferiour

Court of Common Pleas appointed to be held at Plytnouth for the County of

Plymouth, on the third Tuefday of June, be alfo henceforth holden and kept at

P/yw?^/^//^ aforefaid, on the faid third Ta^y?/i?)' of May annually: Any Law,
Ufage or Cuflom to the contrary notwithftanding.

A N
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An Aa,
~~~~

Paffed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England. Begun and Held at Salem upon

Wednefday the twenty-eighth Day of Afoy, 1729. And continued by

feveral Prorogations and Adjournments to Bofion the nineteenth Day of

November following.
-

CHAP. I.

An kOi for the fpeedy and efFedualfecur-

ingand repairing the Harbour of M^rW^-
loead in the County of hfjcx,

rHERE AS the Prefervation and fecuring theHarbour e/ Marblehead
in the County of EfTcx, is ofgreat Importance as well to that Town as

Pfean^bli.

to the Trade of this Province : And whereas by the Incroachments of
the Sea, great Breaches have happened in theBeach on the South-wefterly

Side of the faid Harbour, and by the continual -wafhing away of great ^antities

offaid Beach, it is now reduced fo low that almofi every common Tide gains a

Paffage over it, infomuch that if the fame is not thoroughly fecured and well re-

paired, the Harbour of faid Town is in Danger of being defiroyed :

For Remedy whereof :

T5C it enactctJ bp tf)e lieutenant ®ctiernour,Council anB Eepre^ TruAee to

fentatiues in mm:^\ Court afi'emtJlcQ, ano bp tt)C aut!)o?itg of t^e be choien for

fame. That the laid Town ot Marblehead ac their nextTown Meeting legally repairing

called fhall be and hereby is impowred to chufe five flcilful and able Peifons as '^"^^^"^i^

Truftees for ordering, directing, fecuring and repairing the laid Harbour, and " °^^'

for the future defending and preferving the laid Beach from the Incroachments

and "Walhings of the Sea, as aforefaid :

Andfor the effeSiual enabling them fo to do : ,

IBeit further enactcn bp tfjeautfjojitg afoiefaiD,That they ihaii be and ^^.IZlL^z
hereby are mipowred to receive the Sum ot five Hundred Pounds out of the of the public

Province Treafury : And the Trcafurer is hereby ordered and directed to pay Treaiury.

the fame accordingly by Warrant from the Governour orCommander inCliief,

for the Time being, with the Advice and Confentof theCouncil : which Sum
hereby made payable is to be employed in fecuring and repairing the faidHar-

bour, and for the effeftual Prefervation of the faid Beach and mending the

Breaches thereof, as aforefaid, by the faid Truftees, or the major Part of them,

in fuch Manner as they fhall think moft convenient : And that there lliall be

provided and kept by the laid Truftees one or more Book or BooI«, in which ^ooki and

all Monies received by them by Vertue of this Aft, and all Payments andDif- ^='"=7^/°
burfements out of the fame, by Order or Direftion of the faidTruftees, or the the Ttufteeii

major Part of them, under their Hands in writing, (hall from Time to Time
be fairly fet down and entred, expreffing the Time when, and the Name of the

Perfon or Perfons from, or to, or by whom the fame were fo received, paid,

or difburfed, and for what Ufe or Purpofe fuch Payment or Difburfement w.as

made : And the faid Accompts, together with Copies of all Contrafts made
by the faid Truftees fhall in due and convenient Time after the faid Work is

compkated and finifhed, as aforefaid, be delivered to this Court, that it may Th'o Thirds

be feen that the Money hereby granted is laid out in the beft Manner to fe- of thcwhoie

cure and repair the laid Harbour of Marblehead, and the other Purpofes in- ^^^^S= 'o be

tended by this Aft : And two Thirds of all which Payments and Difburfe-
p/o;in''ce,

ments duely vouched, ("the whole of faid Payments and Difburfements not provided.

exceeding
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exceeding two Thoufand Pounds) to be paid out of the ProvinceTreafury^upori

the palling and adjufting laid Accompcs : The faid Sum o'ifiveHundredPounds

in Hand paid, as aforefaid, to be held deemed and taken as Part or Parcel of
the faid two Thirds.

And whereas fome evil minded Perfons carry off Sand^Stones. Gravel, Sea-weed
Rock-weed and Sedge brought up by the Sea off and from the fatd Beach, to the

Dammage and Weakening thereof :

15e it tfjctefoie cnactcD i)p tf)e aut!)0?itp afojcfaiD, That no Perfon
or Perfons whatlbever Ihall prefume to Cart or carry from any Part of the faid

Trefpaffcn Beach anyQuantity of Sand,Stoncs,Gravel, Sedge, Sea orRock v/eed,on thePe-
on thcQeach nalty oi forty Shillings for everyHorfe orCart-Load,orPartof aCart-Load,to be
to be protecu- recovered by the faid Truftees, or any one of them, or any other Perfon or

Perfons, before any One of His Majelfy's Juftices of the Peace in the faid

County, or before any of His Majefty's Court of Record within the fame :

The Fines to be laid out the one Half in the faid Repairs, the other to the

Perfon or Perfons that fhall inform or fue for the fame : And the Offender
or Offenders fhall be convifted in the fame Manner and according to the Rule
andWay prefcribed in and by anAd made in the twelfthYear ofHis lateMajefty

YimgGeorge, Chap. V. Intitled, An A51 in Addition to andfor rendring more
^*' ^'

effe£iual an A£l made in the tenth Tear of the Reign of King William the third,
lofF.ci.s

Intitled, An AS for preventing of Trefpaffes.

T^,,n of ^"D ^^ it furtf)er enacteD by tfee autijoiitp afo?efaitJ, That from

Marblehead to ^nd after the laying out and expending the laid Sum to and for the Ufes, In-

kcep [he tents and Purpofes as aforefaid, the faid Town of Marblehead, at the proper
H.jrbt.ur in Q^^ ^^d Charges of the faid Town, fhall for ever fecure, fupport and keep

their' o*n '" S^""^ Repair the faid Harbour oi Marblehead, and the Beach on the South-

Charge, weflerly Side thereof, according to the true Purpofe,Intent andMeaning of this

Ad.

A£ts and Laws,
PafTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of HisMajefty'sProvince

of iheMaffachufetts-Bay in New-England,\iegun and Held a.tCambHdge upon
Wednefday the twenty-feventh Day of May, 1730. And continued by
feveral Prorogations unto Wednefday the ninth Day of September following,

,
and continued by Adjournment to Roxbury and thence to Bofton.

CHAP. I.

An AftdireftinghowRatesand Taxes to be
granted by the General Affembly, asalfo

County, Town and Precintl Rates fhall be
affelTed and collected.

fORASMUCH as for the Support of the Government of this His Majeftys

Province, and for the Safety and Defence thereof, and dcfreying the con-

tingent Charges arifing within the fame, it is neceffary that a fuitable Sup-

fly of Money fhould befrom Time to Time granted by the Great and General

Court or Afjembly of the faid Province. To the Intent therefore that there may be

due Provifion made and eftablifhedfor affeffing allfuch Sum and Sums of Money

as fhall hereafter be granted by the General Court to be levied upon Polls orEfiates

within the Province, or upon both Polls and Eftates for the Support of thcGovern-
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ment thereof, or any other publick Ufe or Ufes, v:hereto the General AffmMy fiall

thinkfit to apply fuch Grant or Grants % as alfo that there may be like due Provi-

fton to inforce the colle£iing and paying into the Treafury fuch Sum and Sums of

Money, fo to be granted as aforefaid, according to the true Intent of the AEl or

J£fs for granting the fame :

TBe it enacten bpW (iBrccUencp tbe ©otiernour. Council antiEe^
prefcntatit)esin(©cneral(a:outtairemblcD,anD tp ti)eautf)oUtp oftfje A(Tciror,ro

fantS, ThatintheMonth of Mflrc/& annually at thefameTime whenTownOffi- be Annually

cersare chofen by the refpediveTowns within this Province according to the Di-
^j''*^'h'"f

'''*

re6tionofanAftIntitledyf«yf5/(7r regulating ofT'ownfJjipsfihoice of TownOfficers, ^^^h.

andfettingforth their Power: there may be elected and chofen by the Freeholders

and otherlnhabitants of everyTown duly qualified to vote inTownAfFairs, then

prefent, or the major Part of them, three, five, feven or nine meet Perfons, to

be Affeffors of all fuchRates andTaxes as theGreat andGeneral Court orAffem-

bly fliall by any Aft or Adls, to be by the fame duly made and paffed, order

and appoint fuch Town to pay towards the publick Charges of the Province,

within the fpace of one Year from theChoice of fuchAfleffors ; every of which To be Sworn,

fo chofen fliall within the fpace of feven Days next after, be fworn before a

Juftice of the Peace, or Town Clerk in anyTown,where nojuftice of the Peace

dwells (who are hereby refpeftively impowred thereto) in Manner following.

^hat is to fay :

YOU A.B. being chofen an AJfeJfor offuch Rates or Taxes, as the Great and General Court

or Affemhly of this Province have or Jljall order and appoint the Toivn ofC to pay into Form of Af-

the Treafury of the Province during the Space of one Tear next enfuing. Do fwear. That in fcffors Oath.

ajfeffing or apportioning fuch Rates or Taxes,you will proceed equally and indifferently according

to your heft Skill and Judgment, and the Rules to be prefcribed in the Ait or Aiisforgranting

thefame. So help you GOD.
And the Town Clerk or two of the Seleft-Men of every Town fhall forth-

with make and give out unto the Conftable or Conftables of the fame, a Lifl

of the Names of thofe that fhall be chofen AfTefTors at any Town Meeting as

aforefaid. Which Conftable orConftables fhall thereupon fummon each of the

faid Affeffors to appear at a certain Time and Place within the fpace of feven

Days from the Time of their Elefliion, before a Juftice of the Peace,ifany dwell

in fuch Town •, or otherwife before the Town Clerk thereof, to take the Oath penalty on

above- mention'd. And if any fuchAffefTor fhall negleft to appear accordingly -, Aflrflbrs

or appearing fhall refufe to take the faid Oath ; he fhall forfeit and pay to the Chofen that

Ufe of the Poor of fuch Town the Sum olforty Shillings ; and if in Bofton,
*^'" "*""^

five Pounds ; to be recovered in Manner and Form, as is by Law provided for

recovering of Fines and Forfeitures, for the Ufe of the Poor.

And the Seleft-Men of every fuch Town where any one or more oftheAffef-

fors fo chofen fhall refufe as aforefaid, fhall forthwith after Notice thereof, fum-

mon a Meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of fuchTown, to choofe one

or moreAffefTor orAffefTors in theRoom orRooms of fuch fo refufing. Which
Freeholders and Inhabitants duly qualified to vote, being fo affembled, fhall

|^ be made"^'
accordingly choofe fo manyAfTefTors as fhall be wanting to compleat theNum-
ber, which the Town at the Time of their firft Choice voted and agreed fliould

be eleded for the fame.

Provided always^ That it fliall be in the Power of the Court of General Co^^t of Ge»

SefTions of the Peace, upon reafonable Excufe made unto them by anyAfTefTor neral Seffion*

or AfTefTors chofen foranyTown or Towns in theCounty for which fuch Court ?f the Peace

is holden andkept,that fhall refufe to accept as aforefaid,to abate and remit unto ' u3°"o^
^°

fuch AfTefTor orAfTefTors (if they fee Caufe) the Forfeiture or Penalty aforefaid. remit the

ano tjc it further enafteD bp tbeauttoiitg afojefaiD, That if anyTown Penait/-

fhall not choofe AfTefTors as aforefaid, or if fo many of them fo chofen as afore-

faid fhall refufe to accept, as that there fhall not be fuch a Number of them as

N n any
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Self a Men any Town fhall agree to be the AflTcflbrs thereof; then and in either of the
orTrufteesof

j-^j^j Cafes, the Select-Men of fuch Town fhall be, and hereby are declared and

Affrffors°in^
appointed the AfTcflbrs of the fame ; and every of them fhali take the Oath be-

Cafe. fore recited in Manner as aforefaid. And each AffcfTor attending thatService,

Affcff.rs Al fliall be allowed and paid out of the Town Treafury four Shillings per Diem,
iort-ancc. for each whole Day, he is necefTarily employed thereabout.

anD t)c it furtfeec enacteD tip ttc auttwUt? afojefain, That if at any
Penalty on Time there fhall be a Default orNegledt in any Town or Precind, to make

JaiTneglcft Choice of Seled-Men or AfTefl^jrs, the faid Default or Negleft being certified

to chooie Se. and made appear unto the Court of General SefTions of the Peace within the
led Men or fame County ; fuch Town or Precind fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of twenty
Affeffors. Pounds,for and towards the Support of theGovernment of thisProvince ; and in

fuch Cafe,as alio where neither theSeled-Men norAflcfTors cholen by anyTown,
fhall accept thereof, the Juftices of the Court of General SelTions of the Peace

in the fame County, fhall and are hereby impowred to nominate and appoint

nera7s°ffion!
'"'^''^^ or more fufhcient Freeholders within fuch County, to be AfTefTors of the

of the Peace publickRates or Taxes in any fuch Town as aforefaid : Which AflefTors fo to

to appoint_ be appointed by the faid Court, fhall take the Oath before recited ; and fhall

Ca'fc'^''"'

'" ^'^^" ^^"^'^ "-^^ EHite and Perfons of fuch Town orPrecind, of which they fhall
^ ^1 be appointed AfTefTors, their due Proportion to any publick Tax, according to

the Rules fet down in the A& for raifing of the fame ; together with the afore-

faid Forfeiture of /zcv'»/7 Pounds, where the Town makes Defaul t ; and fuch ad-

A-i'Io\ anceto
^^i^'on^' Sum as fliall anfwer their own reafonableCharges forTime andExpence

fj;ch. in the faidSer'vice,not cxceedmg fiveSbillingsaMin perDiem ; and having aflefTed

the fame, fhall tranfmit a Certificate thereof .to the Treafurer, with the Names
of theConftables orColleftors to whom they fhall commit the fame to be collefted.

And fuch AfTefTors fliall be paid their Charges as abovefaid fthe fame being

To be paid adjuCted and certified by two or more Juftices of the Court by whom they were
out of the appointed AfTefTors, under their Hands) out of the publick Treafury, by War-
public Trea-

^.^^^ ^^.^^^ ^j^^ Governour, with the Advice and Confent of the Council.
'''^'

anp te it furt&cr enacteo &p tf)eautf)ont? afo?efaiD,That aii AfTefTors

aforefaid, fhall duly attend and obferve all fuch Warrants as during theTime of
their Ofhce, they fhall receive from the Treafurer and Receiver Genera] of this

Province, purfuant to an AA or AGts to be made and pafTed by the Great and
General Court or AfTembly of the fame ; for the affefTing and apportioning

any Province Rate or Tax upon the Inhabitants or Eftate within the Town,

Penalty on
whereof they are AfTefTors ; on pain that the AfTefTors of any Town or Pre-

Affcffori that ^indt failing of their Duty by fuch Warrant of the Treafurer of them required,

ihA\ neglca fhall forfeit and pay the full Sum and Sums in fuch Warrant mentioned, to be
their Duty, by them afTefTed upon the Inhabitants or Eflare of theTown orPrecinft whereof

they are AfTefTors, if the faid Sum and Sums be therein made certain -, which
fhall be kvied by Diffrefs and Sale of the Effates Real or Perfonal of fuch de-

-jio(iD<i/i/!
ft^ive AfTfTors, by Warrant from the Treafurer directed to the Sheriff of the

*
.>ba.T. sd County (or his Under-Sheriff orDeputy) in which fuchTown orPrecind lies

;

and theTreafurer is hereby authorized and required in fuchCafes exOffido,to ifTue

out his Warrant, requiring the Sheriff orDeputy to levy the faid Sum andSums
accordingly : And for want of Eflate to take the Bodies of fuch defedive

'-L';^'' : -: AfTeflors and to imprifon them, until they pay the fame; which Warrant the
"''•. Sheriff, his Under-Sheriff' or Deputy are hereby impowred and required to ex-
GcHeral Sef- ecute accordingly. And the Court of General SefTions of the Peace in each

Peac=°to'ap
refpeftive County wherein fuch defedive AfTefTors dwell, be and hereby are

point other direfted and impowred forthwith to appoint other meet Perlbns to be AfTefTors
meetPerfoni of fuch Rate or Tax, according to the Direftions contained in the Treafurer's

of dTf ai""
^^''^"'^ ^^"^'^ ""'^^ ^'"'^ former AfTefTors : and the AfTefTors which fhall then

Affeffori.'"^
be fo appointed ihall take the Oath and be liable to the fame Duty andPenalties

as the former AfTefTors, ^nJj
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anDbe it futtf)er enaftcD bp tbe autfjoiitp afoiefaio, That if a"y
^^^^"'/bT

Perfon or Perfons fhall at any Time be aggrieved at tiie Sum or Sums to be ^^^',^j_

"

fet and apportioned upon him or them by theAfieflbrs of anyTown orDiftfift

or Pr^cinft, and fhall demonftrate that he or they are rated more than his or

their Proportion with others, according to the Rule given to the f^id Afieflbrs

to the Sum fet upon fuch Town, Diftrift or Precinft, by any Aft or Afts of

the General Afiembly -, the faid Afleffors fhall eafe him or them fo aggrieved :

And if they fhall refufe fo to do, fuch Perlbn or Perfons aggrieved complain-

ing unto the next General Seffions of the Peace within that County, and mak-

ing it appear, that he or they are aflefTed more than his or their Proportion as

aforefaid, fhall be heard and relieved by the Juftices in the faid SefBons, and

fhall be reimburfed out of the Town or Parifli Treafury, fo much as the faid

Juftices or AfTefTors refpeftively Hull fee Caufe to abate him or them, with the

Charges ; and the Court of General SefTions of the Peace are impowred upon

the Complaint of any Party grieved to require the AfTefTors to produce the

Lifts of their AfTefsment. _ .

ann be it furtbet enacten bg tbe aut^iitp afo?cfaiD, That all county r«c»
County, Town, Precinft, Diflrift and Parifh Rates and AlTefsments fhall be to be appor-

apportioned by the Seleft-Men or AfTefTors of the fetreral ^Towns, Precinfts, ''"n^d by the

Diftrifts or Pariflies within this Province, upon the Inhabitants and Eftates
J^'j^^^^j^^*

within the fame, according to the Rule that Ihall from Time to Time be pre- pranred the

fcribed and fet in and by the then lafr Aft of the General AfTembly which fhall fame Year,

have been made and pafTed for the apportioning and alTefTing ofthe publickTaxcs

granted unto His Majerty,when fuch County, Town, Precinft,Diftri(3: or Parifh

Rate or AfTefsment fhall be made or apportioned ; and fuch Seleft-Men or

AfTefTors fhall be under the like Obligation of the Oath adminiftred to the

Seleft-Men orAiTefTors who apportioned the faidpublickTax to proportion fuch

County, Town, Precinft, Diftrift and PariOi AiTefsments by the fame Rules.

^nn be it further enacteo b? tfje autljoptp afoiefaits, That the Free- coiuaor. of

holders and Inhabitants of any Town, Precinft, Diflrift or Parifli, duly quali- public Taxes

fied to vote in Town Affairs, may if they fee Caufe, at the Time they chufe
J^^''^^

^^^^

"'

AfTefTors, likewife eleft and chufe a meet Perfon or Perfons to be Colleftor or fame Time

Colleftors of the publick Rates or Taxes that fliall be-afTeffed upon fuch Town, "ich the Af-

Precinft, Diftrift or Parifh, and agree upon what Sum fhall be allowed and ^^^°^*-

paid out of the refpeftive Treafuries, unto fuch Colleftor or Colleftors for his

or their Service therein : But if fuch Colleftor or Colleftors fo to be chofen

fliall refufe to accept that Service, or that none fuch be chofen, then the Con-
ftable or Conflables of fuch Town or Parifh fliall coHeft and gather fuch pub-

lick Rates and Taxes, and every Colleftor or Conftable fhall have a Warrant

from the Treaflirer and Receiver General, or Seleft-Men or AfTefTors impowring

him to coUeft flich Rates or Taxes as fhall be committed to him to colleft, J;- -'•

and fhall pay in the fame according to the Direftions in fuch Warrant

:

And in Cafe of any Conftable or Colleftor's Deceafe before his perfefting the

Colleftion of any publick AfTefsment committed to him, the AfTefTors of fuch
p^^'f

°p '".

Town, Precinft, Diftrift or Parifh ftiall impowerand appoint at their publick ftaWe" or Col.
Charge, fome other fit Perfon or Perfons to perfeft the fame Colleftion, and icSon de-

prefent his or their Names unto the Treafurer, Seleft-Men or AfTefTors, who "afc. .,

are hereby authorized and required to enable and impower fuch Perfon or Per- '

,;,t

fons to colleft the fame by granting a Warrant to Him or them.

9nij be it futti)er enacten bp tbe autboiitg afoiefaiD, That theTrea-

furer and Receiver-General fhall fend llich Warrants as he iball be from Time ^y "^",
to Time ordered to ifTue for the afTefting or collefting any publick Rate orTax Xrerfm-er'i'
inclofed to the Sheriff of each refpeftive County, who is required immediately Warrants.

to difperfe and tranfmit the fame unto the AfTefTors, Conftables, or Colleftors

of thcfeveral Towns, Precinfts, Diftrift s or Parifhes within fuch County, ac-

N n 2 cording
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To J>: pwd cording to the Dire6tions thereof ; and for his SerVrce, Charge and Expence,
out of ttK

ji^gjj i^gyg ^ realonable Allowance ordered him by the Jiiftices in the Court of
^jiuiity '""

Q^neral Seffions of the Peace in the fame County, to be paid out of the Coun-

ty Treafury, upon his laying the Accompt thereof before them.

9nb be it imtW enacten b^ ttc ^utboittp afo?cfaiD, That if any

Perfon or Perfons fliall refufe to pay tlie Sum or Sums whereat they fhall be

affeflTed as their Proportion to any publick Rate or Tax in the Lift committed
to any Conftable or Collf<!ter under the Hands of the Afleflbrs of fuch Town,
Precinft, Diflrift or Parifh, or the major Part of them, upon Demand thereof

Ccnftable or made by fuch Conftable or Colledor, by Virtue of the Warrant to him given
;

"^ow'r'fd'^to"'
^' ^^" ^"'^ "^^y ^ ^^"^f"' ^"^ ^'""^ ^°'' ^"'^'^ Conftable or Colleaor, and he is

diftrein, in hereby authorized and required in fuch Cafe to diftrein the Perfon or Perfons

Cafe, e^tf. fo I'efufing, by his or their Goods or Chattels -, and the Diftrefs or Diftreffes fo

I

taken to keep by the fpace of four Days, at the Coft and Charges of the Owner
thereof. And if the Owner do not pay theSum andSums of Money fo affefled

.,,, ,,„..,'-- on him within the fpace of four Days, then the faid Diftrefs or Diftrefles to be
Diilirefi tq be forthwith openly fold at an Outcry by the faid Officer, for the Payment of the
fold by Out.

^^;j Money, fNotice of fuch Sale being ported up in fome publick Place in the

fame Townj twenty four Hours before Hand :) and the Over-plus comingby

.-i.cr.T if': faid Sale ('if any be) over and above the Charges of taking' and keeping the
-'••. faid Diftrefs or Diftrefles,- to be immediately reftored to the Owner. And if

any Perfon or Perfons afTelTedas aforefaid, fliall refufe or negleft to pay theSum
or Sums fo afiefiTed, by the fpace of twelve Days after Demand thereof, where

Pcrfonj to be "° ftifficient Diftrefs can or may be found, whereby the fame may be levied :

commitred. In every fuch Cafe two or more of theAffcflbrs in fuchTown,Precin<5t,Diftri6t

not ha.ing or Pariih, are hereby authorized by Warrant under their Hands and Se.als, to
whereof 10 commit fuch Perfon or Perfons to the common Goal, there to be kept without

Bail or Mainprize until Payment fhall be made.

Perfotu re- SHD BC It futtjjer Zm^t^ b? tfjeaUtbOlitg afOJCfaiD, That when any
moving f;om Perfon or Perfons Ihall remove from anyTown or Place where he or they lived,
the I'lice or had his or their Refidence at the Time of making the Lifts of any pubJick

wer'^Vff ff-d
^^^ °^ Aflelsment, not having before paid the refpedive Sum orSums fetupon

may ber'^ken' him or them by fuch Lifts ; it Oiall and may be lawful to and for theConftable

many other, or Golledlor to whom any fuch Tax or Affefsment fhall be committed with

Warrant to colleft, -and he is hereby authorized and impowred to demand the

Sum or Sums aflcfT-d upon fuch Perfon or Perfons, in what Town or PJace fo-

ever he or they may be found -, and upon Refufal or Negleft to pay the fame,

to diftrein the faid Perfon or Perfons, by hisortheirGoodsorChattels as afore-

iaid ; and for want of fuch Diftrefs to commit the Party to the commonGoaJ,
there to remain until Payment be made.

Provi/ion in ^nB be it tvLxt^ti enacteD bp tbe 2ut!)0?it^ afojefaiD, That when at
Cafe of per- ^^y xime the General Afiembly ifiall order any publick Rate or Tax by them

about 'tafc-
granted, to be paid into the Treafury at two or more feveral Times or Days of

move before Payment -, and any Perfon or Perfons being Inhabitants or Dwellers in any
the Time for Town, or Precindl or Parifh within this Province, at the Time ofmaking fuch
Pay-raent at

j^^^g ^^ Tzx, and being aflefTed thereunto, ftiall be about to remove him or

Part otany themfelves from thence before the Time that fhall be prefixt for Payment of
Tax. the fame -, it fhall and may be lawful in fuch Caie to and for the Conftabfe 01,

Colledor of the fame Town, Precind:, DiftriA or Parifh, to demand and levy

-,, ,
the whole Sum and Sums which fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall be aflefled at in

^rii £)vy.
^'^ '-''^ °'' Lifts to fuch Conftable or Colleftor committed, notwithftandingthc

('wtFJi..; : Time for colledling the fecond Part of fuch Rate or Tax may not then b6
.'.MiiiT. 'I come : And in Default of Payment to diftrein for the fame, or to take any

other Way or Courfe for the obtaining thereof, according to the Rules and Di-

re^ ions herein before provided. And when and fo often as it happens that

the
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the Conftables orColledtors be a new chofen and fworn for anyTown,Precin(5t, Conftable«ro

Diftria or Paridi, before the former Conftables or ColJedlors have perfefted
^ax ftaM^'bc

their Collection of any Tax or AfTcfsment to them committed to gather •, fuch commirrcd

former Conftables and Colledors are notwithftanding hereby fully irnpowred to pcrfea

and required to perfeft all fuch Colleftions ; and may exercife the fame Powers ^^'="" ^o"f<=-

and Authorities for the gathering and inforcing the Payment thereof, as by this orhcr^Confla-

Adl they might have done before other Conftables or Colk6lors were chofen blei be cho-

and fworn. fen-

And in making any of the Diftrefles aforefaid, or committing any Perfon

or Perfons to Goal as aforefaid, in Cafe the fame fhould be made after fuch (1,0?"^^"^'^^.

Conftable or ColleSor ihall be fucceeded in his Office, it fhall be lawful for ed°inhhOffice

fuch Conftable or Colleiftor to demand the Aid and Afliftance of any of the may demand

Conftables of the Town for the Time being, where the delinquent Perfon or Afliftance of

Perfons lives : And fuch Conftable is hereby injoined and required to be aiding for^b" Ti'mc
and aflifting accordingly. being .^n mak-

ann be it futt&ev cnacteD ftp tlje autljojitp afoiefaiD, That where >"« oittref.,

the Owner or Tenant of any Lands liable to publick Taxes, ftiall not refide, ^'^•

or be an Inhabitant of the Town, Precindt, Diftricft or Pari (h in which fuch ^.^ .

Lands lie, and no Stock, Corn or Hay can be found upon the faid Lands, CafcVf°Landi
whereof the Conftable orColle<5lor may make Diftrefs to fatisfy fuch Sum or being rated

Sums as from Time to Time fuch Lands fhall be aflelTed at, either to the Pro- j" any Town,

vince. County, Town, Parifti or minifterial Charges ; in fuch Cafe, anyJuftice
qJ^'^^'^^^''*

of the Peace in the County where the Occupant of any fuch Lands dwells or Tenant

Ifefides, upon Application to him made by the Conftable orColle6tor to whom thereof doei

the Lift wherein fuch Lands ftiall be aflcfftid fhall be committed, and upon "°' '*"^"-

Sight of the iame, or authentick Copy thereof, may and hereby is impowred

and required to grant a Warrant unto the Conftable of the Town or Place

where fuch Occupant dwells or refides, to diftrein fuch Occupant by hisGoods

or Chattels, the full Sum at which the faid Lands are kt in fuch Lift orAflefs-

ment, with the Charges occafioned for making fuch Diftrefs, and to fatisfy the

fame by Sale thereof, returning the Overplus, if any be, to the Owner ; and

in Cafe no Goods or Chattel^ can be found whereon to diftrein, to commit the

Party to the common Goal of the County, there to remain without Bail or

Mainprize, until he pay and fatisfy the Sum or Sums fo aflelTed, with the

Charges.

anD 6e it furtijet enactcB ftp t^e auti)Oiitp afoicfaiD, That if any

Conftable or Colleftor to whom any publick Tax or Aflefsment ftiall be com-
mitted to colled, fliall be remifs and negligent of his Duty, in not levying and

paying unto the Treafurer or his Deputy, fuch Sum and Sums of Money, as

he ftiall from Time to Time have received, and as ought by him to have been

paid within the refpedive Times fet and limitted by the Treafurer's Warrant, PwiaJtf on

,

according to the Diredions therein, purfuant to Law ; the Treafurer is hereby de'cdivc

impowred, after the expiration of the Time fo fet by Warrant under his Hand
CoUeaor*

°^

and Seal, diredted to the Sheriff or his Deputy to caufe fuch Sum and Sumsof
Money to be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of fuch defeftive Conftables or Col-

left ors Eftate, real or perfonal, returning the Overplus fif any bej and forwant

of fuch Eftate to take the Bodies of fuch Conftables or Collefiors, and to impri-

fon them, until they pay the fame. Which Warrant theSherilF or hisDeputy

is hereby impowred and required to execute accordingly.

3nll i)C it CnactCQ, That if any Conftable or Colleftor fo failing as afore-

faid, have no Eftate to be found whereon to rnake Diftrefs, and his Perfon

cannot be taken within the fpace of two Months from the Time which was fet

for his paying the fame into the Treafury, in fuch Cafe, the Town or Precinft

whereof the Conftable or Colleflor fo fails ofhisDuty, fliall within threeMonths

from the Expiration of the laid two Months, make good to the Treafury the

Sum,
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Sum or Sums due and owing to the fame from fuch defeftive Conftable orGol-
ledtor, which the AflTeflbrs of fuch Town having Notice from the Treafurer

of the failure of any Conftable or Collector as aforefaid, fhail forthwith there-

upon v^ithouL- any other or further Warrant aflfefs upon the Inhabitants and
ElTates of fuch Town in Manner as the Sum fo committed to fuch defeftive

Conftable or Colleftor was afTfTcd, and commit the fame to fome other Con-
ftable or.Colledtor 4:0 collect, who is to be impowfed thereunto by Warrant
from the Treafurer. : .,

Provided always^ That fuch Conftable or Colledlpr failing of his Duty, as

aforefaid for whofe Default the Town is anfwerabJe as before exprefled, fhallat

all Tirnes afterv/ards be liable to the Action or Suit of the Treafurer of fuch

Town for all fi.ich Sum and Sums as were aflcflfed upon the fame thro' his De-
fault, and for other D^m mages accrting unto thefaid Town thereby.

And in Cafe of the Deceafe of any Conftable or Colleftor, in any Town,
Precind, DIftrift or P.irifh, before his having adjufted the Accompts of his

AfT-fsment to him. committed, the Executors orAdminiftratorsof fuch Confta-

ble or Collector Hiall within two Months after his deceafe fettle and make up
Accompts with the AfTcflTore of the faid Tov/n, Precinct, Diftri6l or Parifh,.

offuch P=;rt ofthe Aflufsment as was received and colle6ted by the deceafed

Conftable or Colle^or in his Life-iime, with which fuchExecutors or Admini-
ftrators fhall be chargeable in like Manner as the deceafed Conftable or Col-

ledlor fhould be if living : And fuch AflcfTors fhall thereupon procure and
appoint fome fuitable Peribn or Perfons aColledor orColleftors to perfed fuch

Collection ; and tliey are accordingly hereby impowred and required to perforrn

and execute all fuch. Powers as were granted to the deceafed Conftables or

Collectors therein. And if dieExecutors orAdminiftrators of any Conftable or

Colledor fo deceafing, not having fully colleded; the Aflelsment committed,
fhall fail of making up and fettling the Accompt of what was received by the

Deceafed as aforefaid, before the Expiration of the Time aforefaid,fuch Execu-
tors or Adminiftrators fhall be chargeable with the whcjle Sum committed to

be collefted by^the Conftable or ColJedor unto whom they are Executors or

Adminiftrators, as the deceafed Conftable or Colleftor fliould be, if living, in

Cafe there be fufficient Aflcts.

^n5 H it futtt)cc enafteD bg tlbe aut^ojitg afo?cfait), That where

any Sheriff or his Deputy Ihall make Default in accounting for or returning

into the Treafury the Sum and Sums mentioned in any Warrant or Warrants

of Diftrefs by him to be received from the Treafurer, the Treafurer in fuchCafe

is hereby authorized and impowred to make out his Warrant diredted unto the

Coroner or Coroners' of fuch County, where any Sheriff or Under-Sheriff is

defeiSlive^ requiring them refpetftively to diftrein the fame upon theEftateReal

or Perfonal of fuch defedtive Sheriff or his Deputy, as is before direcSted herein,

referring to the Sheriff or Under-Sheriff, making Diftrefs upon the Eftate of

defective Conftables or Colledtors ; which Warrant the Coroner or Coroners

of any County fhall be direded, and are hereby impowred and required to

execute accordingly.

anti be it further cnactcu fig i\\z 9utf)0iitg afo?efaiD, That where

any Sheriff" or his Deputy fhall by Warrant from the Treafurer purfuant to this

Aft diftrein and levy the Lands or Tenements of any Conftable or Collector,

or where any Coroner fhall by Warrant as aforefaid diftrein and levytheLanda

or Tenements of any Sheriff or Under-Sheriff for their or any of their Defaults

in not collecting or not paying into theTreafury any Sum or Sums of Money,
which ought to be by them collected levied and paid in as aforefaid, in every

fuch Cafe the Sheriff, or either of his Deputies, or the Coroner executing fuch

Warrant or Warrants of Diftrefs, fliall caufe due Apprizement to be made of

any Houfes or Lands fo levied by the Oaths of two or three fufficient Free-

holders
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holders in the fame County (which Oath any Juftice of the Peace is hereby im-

powred to adminifterj and after Apprizement thereof fo made, is hereby fully

authorized and impowred to make Sale of fuchHoufes or Lands, and to make,

feal, acknowlege and execute good and fufficient Deeds and Conveyances for

the fame, and out of the Produce thereof to pay and fatisfy the Sum and Sums
for which fuch Eftate fliall be levied, with all Charges arifing thereon ; and to

return the Overplus upon fuchSale ('if any be) unto the Owner- And allDeeds

and Conveyances of any fuch Eftate in Houfes or Lands duly executed as afore-

faid, fhall be good and efFedual in the Law unto the Purchafer his Heirs and

Affigns forever to all Intents and Purpofes.

Prooioen altiiaps, ann be it furti)cr enacten tip tfje 9utf)0?it]? Thing, cx-

afO?CfaiD, That in no Cafe whatfoever any Diftrefs fhall be made or taken empred (rom

from any Perfon or Perfons of his or their Beafts belonging to the Plow, nor Diftf«'''-

of Tools or Implements neceflliry for his or their Trade and Occupation, nor

of his or their Arms or Utenfils of HouHiold, neceffary for upholding of Life-,

nor of Bedding or Apparel neceffary for him or themfelves or Family: Any
Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

IprotJiocD altoapg, anD it 10 ijeretip oioaincD anU ticclareti 6p tht Town of

SlUtI)0|itp afO?Cfaib, That it fhall be in the Power of and lawful for the Province-

Town of Province-Town annually to eleft and chufe in the Month of January ^°J" -^^^

at a Meeting regularly called for that Purpofe, all Town Officers, as the other jar.uary an-

Towns in this Province are impowred to do at their anniverfary Meeting in nually.

March : Any Thing before contained herein, or any other Law, Ufage or

Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. n.

An Ac5i: to prevent Frauds in Mutter Rolls.'

T?i[? HE RE AS it is judged 7iecejfary by this Court, that fame Forts and

V V Garrijons within this Province in Time of Peace, Jhould be fupported for

the Safety thereof, which cannot be without conjiderable Coft and Charge : And to

the Intent that no Money may be drawn out of the publick Treafury for the Pay- ^^^^^'^^^-

ment of any Officer, Soldier or Mariner retained in His'MajeJly'sService and Pay

of this Government, but fuch as bona fide are not only inUfied, but aSlually in

Perfon do -perform their Duty :

T6e it enafteD bj) Ijis OBrccUenc^ t&e ©otictnout Council ann Ee^
prcfentatitjes in (General Court affemftleD, anrr 6y tU 9utf)0?itg of

t\iZ fame, That every Officer pofted at any of the Forts, Garrifons or Truck
Houfes within this Province, and all liich Officers as may hereafter be retained

in His Majefty's Service, and the Pay of this Government,and have Soldiers or

Mariners under their Command and Inliftment, after thePublication of thisAdV,

that ftiall make any falfe or untrue Mufter of any Man, or fhall wittingly or

willingly allow or fign any falfe or untriieMufter Roll, or anyDuplicateof fuch

Roll,upon Proof thereof uponOath made by twoWitneffes before theSuperiour

Court of Judicature, Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery, fhall for fuch Penalty for

Offence be difabled from having or holding any civil or militaryOffice,orImpIoy- ^^^^^ Mufte"'

ment in thisProvince, and fhall likewife forfeit and pay to His Majefty theSum
of one Hundred Pounds ; the one Moiety or half Part of which Fine or Forfei-

ture, to be applied to and for the Uie andSupport of this His Majefty's Govern-
ment, the otherPart to and fortheUfe and Service of the Informer or Informers.

?im fee it fuctf)er enacten bg t})e 9utf)0iitg afo^efaiD, That if any
O/licer fhall enter any Perfon on the Mufter Roll by a wrongName knowingly,

^nj"-,/ ^^^
upon Conviction thereof, fuch Officer fhall fufferfuch Pains and Penalties asis diers by a

'

direfted to be inflided by this Aft, on thofe that fhall make and prefent any wron^ Name,
falfe Mufter Roll.

And
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And to di[courage, and as far as may be, prevent all Officers frem making and
prefenting falfe Mujter Rolls :

IBe it further cnaftco t))? t&e autf)0?itp afoiefaio, That upon ar,y

Summons to Complaint or Information filed againft any Officer for Breach of thisAd: in the
be given for Clerk's Office of the Superiour Court of Judicature, fetting forth the Fadls
Offender! Ap.
pearancc.

ca. 2,

committed by the faid Officer fourteen Days before the Sitting of the faidCourt,

upon Leave obtained under the Hand of the Captain General, or Commander
in Chief, the Clerk fhall ilTue forth a Summons to theOfficer informed againft,

commanding him to appear at thcSuperiour Court of Judicature,£5'f . to anfwer

to fuch Complaint -, which Summons with a Copy of the Information fliall be

ferved upon the Officer complained of fourteen Days before the Sitting of the

Court.

suip^na,i<^ 3nti be it futtlber enafteu tp tbe 2utf)0iitg afoiefaiD, That if any

be iffged for Witneffes to prove the Fadts complained of, be retained in His Majefty'sSer-
Witneflc«. vice, and Fay of this Government at any of the Forts or Truck-Houfes, or

VefTels, upon Application made to and Leave therefor had from the Captain

General or Commander in Chief, as aforefaid ; the Clerk fhall make out Sub

Panas for fuch Witneffes to attend the faidCourt, asEvidences in the faidCafes.

ano be it futtber enacteD bp tbe autbontg afo^efain, That if any

Officer fliall prelume to detain any Soldier or Sailor under his Command, or

any Ways prevent their attending the faidCourt, when fummoned and notified

Penalty'for an ^s before duefted, fuch Officer upon Convidlion thereof, fhall forfeit and pay
Utticer s pre^

^j^^ g^^^ ^j; ^^^ Hundred Pounds, to be difpofed of in fuch Manner as in this

n!ffei to
' Aft is already provided : To be recovered by Bill, Plaint or Information in

appear. His Majefty's Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affize and General Goal

Delivery : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.
'

CHAP. III.

^w.^M. An Aft in addition to the AS; Intitled. An
ABfor the Settlement and Dtftributmiof
the Eftates of Inteftates.

H E R E A S in and by an J5f made andpafs'd in thefourth Tear of the

Reign of King William and ^een Mary, Intitled, An Aft for the Set-

tlement and Diftribution of the Eftates of Inteftates -, It is among other 'Things

provided. That the Apprizement and Bivifion of the Houfes and Lands of any

Perfon dying Intejlate, fhall be made by Freeholders to be appointed and fworn by

the Judgefor the Probate of Wills and granting Adminiftrations ; -johich PraSiice

by Reafon of the great Difianre of the faidjudge, from fame fuch EJlates,hath been

found very burthenfome and expenfive :

For Remedy whereof

:

^e it enacten bp bis (ZBrccUencp tbc (^otiernour, Council ann
Pcrfons toap. Eeprefciitatitjes in (General Court affembleD, ann bp tbe ^utboptp

^m"i^"V' of tfjC fame, That hence-forward when and fo often as it ftiall happen that

Eftatc"!'" be the Eftate of any Perfon dying Inteftate ftiall be more than ten Miles diftant

fworn by a from the dwelling Place of the Judge of Probate, for the County where fuch

Jufticeof the Eftate Oiall lie, it fhall be in the Power of any one of His Majefty's Juftices of
Peace, inCafe.

^j^^ Peace, for the feveral Counties, to fwear the Perfons appointed for thePur-

pofe aforefaid : And in Cafe fuch Eftate be more than ten Miles diftant from

a Juftice of the Peace, fuch Perfons as aforefaid, may be fworn by the Clerk of

the Town where the Eftates lies, a Certificate of fuch Oath taken by theJuftice

and Clerk refpeftively, to be given into the Probate Office when the Perfons

appointed and fworn as aforefaid, make Return of their Doings : Any Law,

Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

C fi A P.

w
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"

CHAP. IV.

An Ad for eredling, granting and making a

County in the InlandPartsofthisProvince,

to be called the County of Worcefler, and
for eftabliftiing Courts of Juftice within

the fame.

'€ it enactcD ftp W Crcellencp tfec (Sotiernour, Council anD crcaed^by""
- -^ •

' ' - theNamc of
m\^<& it enactcD op m dceuencp toe ©otiernour, Council anD

20 Ecprcfentatioeis in ©encral Court affembieD, ano bp tbeau*^^ t\Mit^ Of tbe fame. That theXowns andPlaces hereafter named and ^"nefitr.

expreffed. That is to fay, JVorcefter, Lancafier, Wejlborough, Shrewsbury,South- ^ j- ,

iorou!!,h,Leicefier,Rutland3.'a^Lunenburgh,a\\mt\\QCo\inty oiMiddlefex ; Mendon, Xowoi therc-

ff^oodftock, Oxford, Sutton /including Hajfanamifco) Uxbridge, and the Land in.

lately granted to feveral Petitioners of Medfield, all in the County of Suffolk ;

Brookfield in the County of Hampjhire, and the South Town laid out to the

Narraganfett Soldiers -, and all other Lands lying within the faid Townfhips,

with the Inhabitants thereon, fhall from and after the tenth Day of Ja/y,which ...^^^,^

will be in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand fcven Hundred and thirty one,
' '"'

be and remain one intire and diftincl County, by the Name of M'^orcejler, of

which JVorcefter to be the County or Shire Town : And the faid County to

have, ufe and enjoy all fuch Powers, Priviledges and Immunities, as by Law
other Counties within this Province have and do enjoy.

anu be it futtfjer enafteo bp tbe aut|)0?itp afo?efaiD, That there

fliall be held and kept within thfe faid County oi JVorcefter yearly and in every

Year, at the Times and Place in this K&. hereafter expreffed, a Court of Ge- Courti of

neral Seffions of the Peace, and an Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, to fit at Juftice eftab-

Worcefter on the fecond Tuefdays oi May a.ndi Auguft^ and the firftTuefdays of ^'^''^
'"''^''*

November and February yearly and in every Year, until this Court Ihall other-
*""^'''

wife order : Alfo, That there (hall be held and kept at JVorcefter within the

faid County of JVorcefter yearly and in every Year until this Court fliall other-

wife order, a Superiour Court of Judicature Court of Afiize and General Goal

Delivery, to fit on the Wednefday immediately preceeding the Tirpe by Law
appointed for the holdingof the faidSuperiourCourt of JudicatureCourtof Affize

and General Goal Delivery at Springfield, within and for the County of Hamp-
pire : And the Juftices of the faid Court of General Seffions of the Peace, In-

feriour Court of Common Pleas, SuperiourCourt of Judicature,Court ofAffize

and General Goal Delivery refpeftively, who are or Ihall be thereunto lawfully

commiffioned and appointed, fliall have, hold, ufe, exercife and enjoy all and

lingular the Powers which are by Law already given and granted unto them,

within any other Counties of the Province, where a Court of General Seffions

of the Peace, Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, Superiour Court of Judicature,

Court of Affize andGeneral Goal Delivery, are already eftablifhed.

Provided, That all Writs, Suits, Plaints, Procefs, Appeals, Reviews,Recog-

nizances, or any other Matters or Things which now are, or at any Time be- P''<'y»'<' be-

fore the faid tenth Day of July, fhall be depending in the Law within any Part Malte^rs^ow
of the faid County oi JVorcefter ; and alfo all Matters and Things which now depending in

are, or at any Time before the faid tenth of July, fhall be depending before thcCoartj of

the Judges of Probate within any Part of the laid County of JVorcefter, fhall ji'*
°'.'^^'"

be heard, tried,proceeded upon and determined in the Counties oi Suffolk, Mid-
dlefex and Hampftoire refpeftively, where the fame are or fhall be returnable or

depending, and have or fhall have Day or Days.

O o Provided
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Provifo re- Provided aljo. That nothing in this Act contained, fhall be conftrued to dif-

Re"i(fr'°of
^ annul, defeat, or make void any Deeds or Conveyances of I,ands, Jying in the

Deed/in the faidCounty of Worcelier^ where the fame are,or (hall be before the faid tenth of
other Coun- July., recorded in the Regilter's Office of the refpeftive Counties where fuch
"^'- - Lands do now lie ; but that all fuch Deeds or Conveyances fo recorded, fhall

be held good and valid as they would have been had not this Ad been made.

0nD fie it fu«|)et enacten tg tbe aut^oiitg afoicfatD, That the

Juftices of the Court o?. General Sefficins of the Peace at. their firft Meeting in
Regifter of

^.j^^ |-^j^j County of Worcefler, fhall have full Power and Authority to appoint

chofen. fome meet Perfon within the faid County of Worcefter to be Regifter of Deeds
v;n;T.D7. and Conveyances within the fame, who fhall be fworn to the faithful Difcharge

.•:i f. • of his Tnift in the fiid Office, and fliall continue ta hold and exercife the fame
according to the Direclions of the Law, until fome Perfon be eleded by th^
Freeholders of the faid County of Worcefter^ who are hereby impowered to

choofe fuch Perfon on the firft Thurfday of September next enfuing,by the Me-
thods in the Law already prefcribed, to take upoh him that Trufb : And until

fuch Regifter fhall be fo appointed by the faid Juftices and fworn, all Deeds
and Conveyances 'of Lands lying within any Part of the County of IVor-

c-ejher^ which fhall be recorded in -the Regifter'sOffice bf the refpeftive Counties

where fuch Lands do now lie, fhall be held and deemed good and valid to aH

Manner of Intents and Purpofe 'as to the recording thereof.
'

appointing a attc fic it imtW citactco fi]P t&c 3utt)0iitg afoiefaio, That the
Regifter of Methods, Direftions and Proceedings by Law provided as well for the eledino-

CountV"'^
and choofing a Regifter of Deeds and Conveyances, as a County Treafurer,

Treafurer. which Officers fliall be appointed in the fame Manner as is by Law already

provided, on the firft Thurfday of September next, and alfo for the bringin*

forward and trying any Anions, Gaufes, Pleas or Suits both Civil andCriminal
in the feveral Counties of this Province and Courts of Judicature within the

1.3 iKv.: fame, 'and choofing of Jurors to ferve at the Courts of Juftice, (hall ex:tend ani
.;'•'','"'• be attended, obferved and put in "Praftice within the faid County oi IVorctJlery

and by the Courts of Juftice within the fame : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom
Provifo about to the contrary notwithftanding.

Taxes. Provided always. That the Inhabitants of the feveral Towns and Places here-

m before enumerated and fet ofTadiftinfl County, fhall pay their Proportion
to any CoUnty Rates or Taxes already made and granted, in the fame Manner
as they would have done, had not this Aft been made.

- C H A P. V,

An Adi impowring Courts to adjourn and
remove fromtheTowns appointed by Law^,

for holding Courts to otherTowns, inCafe
6fSiGknefs by the Small Pox.

HERE AS the feveral AEis of this Province for eftablifJoing and hold-

ing the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Afftze and GeneralGoal

Delivery, Courts of General Seffions of the Peace, and Inferiour Courts

Preamble. of Common Pleas in the feveral Counties of this Province, andfor afcertaining the
-1. ": • -) T^ime and Place for holding thefame, do not impower the Juftices of the faid Courts
'*''

' to ndjourn to ayiy other Town from thofe where the faid Courts are held according
''.'.

to haw, tho" at the fameTime the Small-Pox (being a mortal infeSiious Diflemper)

m'ayhprevail there, andfo endanger the Lives and Health ofmany of His JWaJefiy's

goodSubje6is obliged to attend faid Courts, or in a great Meafure prevent Perfotis

concerned attending, whereby Juftice may be greatly delayed, and the SubjeSi op-

preffed

:

-Be

W
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~
CKUcisDts ant) ^cafute^* idtccinct <m^Mxi%Q. '^'

TBc it t&ccefojc enafteti bp !)i0 CrceUencj? t&e (Soiactnouv Council courts to be

atiD iaeprefcntatities in^enEtalCoutt aa'embleti,anD bg tbcautbojitg
^'^7°"f,;,"

of ttiC faiTlC, That when any of the before-mentioned Towns fliall be vifited ^^^^^^^^^
with the aforefaid mortal infectious Diifemper, at theTime appointed for hold-

ing faid Courts, that then it lliall be in the Power of the Juftices of faidCourts

to adjourn and remove to one of the next adjacent Towns of Safety : Any
Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. VI.

'

An Ad: in further addition to an 4 d: Intitled,

An ABfor due Regulation offreights and Meafures,

made in the fourth Year of the Reign of
their late Majetties King William and
Queen Mary,

^|t2;<2B it cnacteD ftp W (ZBrcellencp tbc (^oticrnour, Council anD
iO Eeptefentatiues in (General Court affemblcD, anD bp tbeau^^^

tbOlitg of tbC fame. That the Brafs and Copper Weights and Mea-
fures lately fent out of England.mth Certificate out of His Majefty's Exchequer

to be approved PFinchefter Meafure, according to the Standard in the Exche-
standard of

quer, be the publick allowed Standard throughout this His Majefty'sProvince, Wcighn and

for the proving and fealing all Weights and Meafures thereby. And the Con- Mcafurei.

ftables of everyTown throughout this Province, not already fupplied, fhall

within three Months next after the Publication of this Aft provide upon the

Town's Charge, one Bufhel, one half Bufhel, one Peck, one half Peck Cconfor-

mable as to Bignefs to the faid Standard, and of the fame Breadths, as are al-

ready mentioned in an Aft made in the twelfthYear of the faid King JVilliam, ^^ ^- "-'r,.

Intitled, An A5i in Addition to the AEl for due Regulation of Weights and Mea- . ^ .

fures :) as alfo one Ale Quart, one Wine Pint and half Pint ; one Ell, one

Yard, one Sett of brafs Weights, to four Pounds, (after fixteen Ounces to the

Pound,j with fit Scales and Steel Beams, tried and proved by the aforefaid Stan-

dard, and fealed with a Seal (of the Letters P. M. (which fhall be kept for

that Purpofe) by the Province Treafurer, or fome other Perfon, in hisPrefence

and by his Order •, which faid Weights and Meafures fhall be kept and ufed

only for Standards in the feveral Towns) and the faid Treafurer is hereby ai>

thorized and required to do the fame, for which he Ihall receive from the Con-
ftables of eachTown twoPence for everyWeight andMeafure tried,proved and

fealed,as aforefaid :_AnyLaw,Ufage orCuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

KnKSt'
PafTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bo/ton

upon Wednefday the twenty-fixth Day of May, 1731. and continued

by feveral Adjournments unto Wednefday the third Day of November fol-

lowing.

CHAP. I.

AnA£t making moreefFeftual Provifionfor

the calling of Precindl or Parifli Meetings.
WHEREAS His Majefifs Juftices of the Peace in their feveralCom- Preamble.

ties are, hy the A£ls or Laws of this Province already made, impowred^
upon Application made to than, to ijfue out their Warrants for the calling of the

O o 2 firft
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firft Meeting of any Parifi or DiftriB regularly [et off ; but no Provifwn is made

for the calling any after Meeting in Cafe of the Death or Refufal of ayiy of the

major Part of fuch a Committee^ as are impowred to call other or after Parip
Meetings :

IBe it cnactco bp f)isi ^rcellcncp tf)e ®o'ocrnour,Council ann Ee-
prefcntatities in (©'enetal Court aiTcmblcD, atiD ftg tf)c 9ut!)0?itg of

t!)5 fame, That when it fliall fo happen by the refufal of any Committee im-

powred to calllVieetings in any Parilii orDiftrift,or their being difabled by the

Death or Removal of the major Part of fuch Committee, that then it fl-ialland

may be lawful for any Jufticeof the Peace in the County where fuch Precindt,

Diftrift or Parifh lies ; and fuch Juftice is hereby impowred uponApplication

to him made by fivs or more Freeholders of fuch Precindl or Parifh, by wri-

ting under their Hands, for calling of a Meeting, to iiTue out a Warrant for

the aflembling fuch Diftrift or Parifh, direded to one of the Freeholders, re-

quiring him to notify the Freeholders and others (qualified by Law to vote) of
the Time and Place of the Meeting : And the Freeholders and other Inhabi-

tants fo convened fhall have full Power to choofe all necefTary Officers to aft

and tranfaft all Matters and Things reladng to their Parifh, as they fhall judge
convenient : Provided, That fuch Matters and Things are contained in the

Warrant or Notificadon of the laid Meeting.

Juftices im
powred to

call Precind

Meetings af-

ter the firft,

in Cafe.

Clerk to ad.

minifter an

Oath where
no Juftice

dweUs.

And whereas no Provifion is made in the hawfor ftsearing of ParifJj Officers

in Towns where no Jitjlice of the Peace dwells, and the travelling to other Towns
is attended with Charge and Difficulty : Therefore,

15e it enaCteO tig tfjeautbOlitp afO^CfaiD, That theAffelTors and other

Officers in any Parifh or Diitrift being in a Town where nojuflice of thePeace
dwells, fhall and may be fworn to the faithful Difcharge of their Office before

the Clerk of fuch Parifh or Precindt, who is accordingly impowred to admiini-

fter the fame ; the faid Clerk being firfl fworn before one of His Majefly's

Juflices in the faid County.

An Aa,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Boflon, upon
Wednefday the thirty-firfl Day of May, 1732.

Preatnble.

Feei for kcep'

ing Juryi,

CHAP. 11.

AnAaprovidingPayforkeepingPetitJurys.

W-HERE AS the feveral Courts ofjufiice ejiallifbed within this Province,
have for Years pafl been in the conjiant PraElice of appointing Per-

fans under Oath to keep the Jury of Tryals when they have Caufes committed to

them between the Crown and the Subject, or betweenMan and Man ; whichUfage
hath been ofgreat Service, and tended to the more equal Diffribution of Juftice.

But in as much as there is no Fee or Allowance by Lawftatedforfuch Service :

TBe it tf)crcfo?e enacten bp J)isCrceUcnc» t&e (Souemouv, Council
anDiaeprefcntatitieg in ©cricral Court affemWcD, ano ftp tfje^utfjo^
ritp of ;ti)C fame, That the Fee for keeping the Jurys in all fuch Cafes (halt

be one Shilling and no more for each Adion : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom
to the contrary notwithftanding.

^'A'i \i -^iwi %^ ri\ xV' ' ^ ^
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An Ad,
PafTed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Majjachufetts-Bay in Neiv-England, Begun and Held at Bofton upon

Wednefday the thirty-firft Day of May 1732. and continued byAdjourn-

ment unto Wednefday the firft Day of November following.
~~~

CHAP. I.

An Ad in further addition to and Explana-

tion of an A6t in addition to an A<a for

ereaing of a Powder-Houfe in BoHon,

"f/fTHER E AS the Forfeitures for keeping a greater ^lantity of Gun- Preamble
m/t/ Powder than is allowed by Law, in any of the Houfes or Warehoufes in

f f the Town of Bofton, as provided in an A^i made and paffed in the fecond

Year of His late Majefifs Reign, htitled. An Aft in Addition to an

Ad for erefling a Powder-Houfe in Bofton, are found not fufficient to prevent

the Breaches of that ASi :

25eit ttetcfoje enacteo X^^p^^ (ZErceUcncp ti)e <Sot)ernour,Council

anriEeprefcntatisjcs in^eneralCoutt airembleD,anD ftp tt)c9uti)0?itp pi^e for

of ttS fatnt, That there Ihall be a further" Sum oi five Pounds Penalty, keeping too

making in the whole ten Pounds, for every half Barrel of Powder, and fo pro much Gun-

rato, kept in any Houfe or Warehoufe contrary to that Adt. Powder.

And whereas fome Doubts have arifen about the Forfeiture of Powder when

found and informed againft :

T5e it funUx Bcclareo bp tf3C Sutfjoiitp .afo?e,faiD, That when any The whoic
Quantity ofPowder is found to be in any Houfe or Warehoufe other than by Law Powder to

permitted, all fuch Powder as well the Quantity allowed, as the Over-plus, be forfeited

Ihall upon Convidlion be declared forfeited ; and if any Perfon felhng or re- *"^""f^^-

tailing Powder, fhall lodge any Powder in any of his Out-Houfes or Buildings, "Allowed'

in his Yard, Garden, or any of the Dependencies thereof, more than by that by Lav?.

Law he may, the whole Quantity fhall be forfeited as aforefaid.

The faid Forfeitures to be recovered in Manner as is provided in the afore-

faid Aa.

Ads and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court orAfTembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufttts-Bay in New-England, Began and Held at Bofton, upon
Wednefday the thirty-firft Day of May 1732. and continued by feveralAd-

journments unto Wednefday the fourth Day of April following.

CHAP. II.

An Aft in Explanation of and Addition

to an A^-t fntitled. An JB: to prevent un-

neceffary Law-Suits.

WH E RE AS b) an Act made and paffed in the fourth I'ear of His prefent

Majeftys Reign, htitled. An Aft to prevent unneceflary l,aw-Suits : Preamble.

// is provided, " That where any Perfon is fued in a Plea of Debt due
" by Book, he may plead what is due upon his Book by Way of Ballance to

" the Plaintiff's Book : upon which many Doubts have a?'ifen and may arife :

Wherefore
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Wherefore, for the Explanation thereof ;

IBe it enacteD atiD DeclarcD bp JjistiBrccUencp tbc®obernour,€oun;
Accompri

(ji gnD iReprcfentatities in <©cnetal Court affcmtileD, ano bp the

«d"dmi'tcd 3UtfW?itg of tl)C fame, Thar the true Intent and Meaning thereof is,

ai Ei/iderice. That if any Perfon be fued in any Aftion, either of Debt or of the Cafe,foranv
Sum of Money due upon Contraft between the Parties for any Goods fold, or
Service done, whether the Accompt be open, or a Ballance thereof be made

Dcfcndanti and figned by the Parties (except Specialties and exprefs Contradls in writirio-j
Book admit-

]^g ^jy gjti^gj. p]ea(^i fpecially, or upon the general Iffue, give in Evidence whit

A:nce aga'inrt >s due upon his Book by Way of Balance to the Plaintiff's Demand, and be
the PlainiifFs admitted to all fuch Method and Courfe of proving his Accompt as anyPlain-
Demand. tiff upon his Suit might.

Jnd inafmiich as it bath fometimes happened that when two Perfans have at the
Preamble.

y^^^^ y^y^^^ Execution agatnji each other, one of them abfconds and leaves a Power

of Attorney with fame other Perfon, to receive the Money due on his Execution,

and by his abfconding as aforefaid, avoids paying the other Execution :

For Prevention whereof, and fuch like Inconveniencies for the future
;

„ P IBe it enaften tjp t!je autf)oiitp afoiefaio, That when and fo often

on foanfwcr" ^^ it (hall happen that the Sheriff, his Deputy, or any Coroner, or his Deputy,

another. or Conftable, Ihall at the fame Time have feveral Executions, \*herein theCre-

ditor in one Execution is Debtor in the other, that in fuch Cafe fuch Officer or

Officers are hereby impowered and diredled to caufe one Execution to anfwer

and fatisfy the other, fo far as the fame will extend.

Prorifo. Provided always. That thisAft fhali not be conftrued to extend to anyJudg-
ments and Executions, wherein the Creditor in one Execution, is not in the

fame Capacity and Truft Debtor in the other.

~~~
CHAP. II.

~~~~

An A6t in addition to the Afl Intitled. Jn
.3 »'. ch.Kj. yiB for Review in Civil CaufeS'

H ERE AS in and by an Aa of this Province, Intitled, An Aa for

Review in Civil Caufes, made and pajed in the thirteenth Tear of the

Preamble,
Reign of his late Majefty Kng "WiWiam the third, 31t iS CnaCteO, " That it

" fhall be in the Liberty of the Party aggrieved, at the Judgment given in any
" Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, or in the Superiour Court of Judicature
*= refpeftively, by new Procefs to Review the faid Caufe,once in each Court

;"

And it is alfo thereby further Enabled, " That Execution fliall not be ftay'd or
" fufpended for, or by Reafon of any Procefs of Review" : Which Law by

Experience hath been found to be in general Good and Wholfome : But by Reafon

of the lafi mentioned Claufe of the A£f, it hath frequently happened in Cafes where

the Plaintiff in the original A£fion hath obtained Judgment againjl theDefendant,

upon the Appeal at the Superiour Court of Judicature, whereupon Execution hath

immediately iffued, and the original Defendant, either by Means of the faidPlain-

tiff's living out of the Province, or of his Infolvency, or of his fuing as Executor

or Adminiftrator, hath been defeated of duly ferving his Writ of Review, orfinally

lofi or been put to great Difficulty to recover back the Money levied by Execution^

altho' he profecuted his Writ of Review, at the nextSuperiour Court of Judicature^

andjudgment there rendredfor reverfing the formerJudgment,withCojts ; which is

fuch an Hardpip upon the original Defettdant that he lofes the good EffeSis intended

by the faid Law i

For Remedy whereof for the future -,

IBe it cnacten t^ f)is (JBrcellencp tfje ©otiernour. Council annEc^
prefcntatit)e0 in^eneralCourt aircmt)leD,anD tjg tbeautljo^itg of tfje

fantC* That when the original Plaintiff in any perfonal Aftion now depend-

w
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ing, or hereafter to be commenced upon the Trial of the Appeal at.theSiiperi-

oiir Court, fhall obtain Judgment againft the original Defendant, for any Sum
or Sums of Money or other Things fued for and Cofts ; in all llich Cafes fuch

Defendant entring into Bonds at the Time of making up the faid Judgment, Execution oa

with fufficient Security to be approved of by the faid Court, with Condition to
•^"''^J^^^^*.

profecute a Writ of Review of the faid Adlion with Effed, at the next Superi- p^ai [„ be

our Court of Judicature to be holden within and for the fame County, ' and to Raid in Cafe.

anfwer and pay to the original Plaintiff for the Debt recovered after the Rate

of twelve Pounds per Cent, per Annum, being double Intereft, from the Time
of making up laid Judgment, for his being delayed,and double additionalCofb,

in Cafe the Judgment be affirmed. Execution fhall be ffay'd until Judgment

upon the Review ; and in Cafe the original Plaintiff fhall not be an Inhabitant WrinotRc

or Refident in this Province at the Time of profecuting the Writ of Review, it
J!'^^ ?on A^

fhall be deemed a good and legal Service for the Plaintiff on the Review to romcy, &c.

'

ferve the Attorney, Faftor, Agent or Truftee of the original Plaintiff, or fuch in Cafe.

Perfon as appeared for the original Plaintiff, on the Appeal with his Writ of

Review, which fhall be deemed as effedual to hold him, to Anfwer andDefend

in the faid Aftion, as if he himfelf were ferved with faid Procefs. Provided, PtonCo.

that the double Intereft aforementioned lliall not extend to the letting ofCattle

or Ufages of the like Nature in Practice among Farmers,or maratime Contrafts

among Merchants, as Bottomry or Courfe of Exchange,as hath been heretofore

accuftomed.

anD tz it fmtt)cr cnafteD ti^ tfte-3nt!)DiitF afoiefaitj, That in aii real

Aftions where the Defendant or Defendants in the Review happen to live out

of the Province, lb that he flie or they can't be duly ferved with a Writ of W'rit of Re-

Review, the Service of fuch Writ upon the Ter-Tenant or Perfon in PofTefTion ^'aTonsmay
of the PremifTes, fhall be deemed a good Service, to hold the Defendant orDe- be ferved on

fendants to Anfwer and Defend in faidSuit ; and theCourt of Judicature where Ter-Tenants

the faid Writ is returnable, fliall proceed to try the Adlion as if Procefs had '" Cafe,

been ferved upon the original Defendant or Defendants perfonally.
_________

,^

AnAa in addition toanA<aintitled,J;2^S'^*='"

for the Ju^^rejfing of Lotteries,

WHERE AS the Provifion 7nade in and by an A£l Intitled, An A£t for Preamble,

the fupprefTing of Lotteries, made and pafs'd in the fixthYear of the

Reign of his late Majefty King George thefirft, has not been found fufficient to put

a Stop to that Pralfice^ but fundry Perfons have expofed their Eftates as well real

as perfonal to Sale by Lotteries, projeSed, and the Tickets difpofed of,within this

Province, referving the drawing of the Lots in fame of the neighbouring Colonies

or Provinces ; whereby the good and wholfome Defign and true Intent and Mean-
ing of the aforefaid All, is very much eluded and evaded, to the great Difceurage-

mmt of Trade and Induftry, and grievous Hurt and Dammage of many unwary
People : For Remedy whereof :

'^t it enacteo 6p U^ (JBrccllencg t&e ^oticrnour. Council atiDEc^ Fine foe fct-

ptefcntatiijcs in (S5eneral Court airemWeD, ann bp t^e autfjoiitg of ""s "p ^

t!)e fame. That from and after the Publication of this Ad, if any Perfon or ^"^^"r-

Perfons fhall undertake or fet up any Lottery, or expofe to Sale, or difpofe of
any Eflate, Real or Perfonal, by way of Lottery, fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall

for fuch Offence forfeit and pay the Sum of/w Hundred Pounds, to be reco-

vered by Information, Plaint, Bill or Aftion at Law, in any of His Majefly's
Courts of Record within this Province ; the one Half thereof to be to the
King's Majefly, to be applied towards the Support of this Government -, the

other Half to him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame,

^ntJ



Anno Regni Regis G E O R G I J, II. Septimo. ^733-

294 i^recinrt 0? laatitt) Meetings.
F^r^biidi anH be it futt&crenaiacD bp tf)e autf)o?itg afoiefaiQ, That if any

'"oumot Lot-
^^''^'^" °'" Perfons fhall be aiding orafTifting in anyLotcery,by printing, writing,

tcriej.
" ^"^ ^"y otherways publifliing an Account thereof, or where Tickets rnay behaci
for the fame, fuch Perfon or Perfons Iliall forfeit the Sum of one Hundred
Pounds, to be recovered and difpofed of in Manner as aforefaid.

2m be it further enafteo bp tbe autbo?itp afo?efaiD, That if any
For felling Perfoa*r Perfons fhall offer or expofe to Sale, give, fell, or otherways difpofe
Lottery Tic- of to any Perfon within this Province, any Lottery Tickets for the Sale ofany
feeti. Eftate whatfoever. Real or Perfonal, fuch Perfon orPerfons fhall forfeit the Sum

of two Hundred Pounds for each Ticket fo expofed toSale or otherwife difpofed
of, to be recovered in Manner as aforefaid, and for the Ufe aforefaid

; and the
Perfon fo offending fhall be uncapable of fuflaining any Office or' Place of
Profit whatfoever, within this Province.

Provided always. That this Afl fhall not be conllrned to extend toanyLot-
tery allowed by Adl of Parliament, or Law of this Province.

Provifi).

An Aa,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofion

upon Wednefday the thirtieth Day of May, 1733. and continued
by Adjournment unto Wednefday the fifteenth Day of Juguji following.

CHAP. I.

AnAdin further addition toanA(ftIntitled,

An JEi for maJ^ng effeBual Trovi/ion for the calling

'li';:; of Frecinbl or Tari/h Meetings'

TJJ/^HER E AS by an AEl made in the fourth andfifth Years of tbeReign

m/w/ of his frefent Majefty, Intitled, An Aft for making effedual Provifion

Preamble. f w for the calling of Precindt or Parifh Meetings, It is EnaSfed, " That
" when it fhall fo happen, by the refufal of any Committee impow-

" red to call Meetings in any Parifh or Diftrift, or their being difabled by the
" Death or Removal of the major Part of fuch Committee, that then it fhall

" be lawful for any Juftice of the Peace in the County where fuch Precind,
" DillHdt or Parifh lies, and fuch Juftice is impowred to ifTue out a Warrant
" for the alTembling fuch Diftrift or Parifli, ^c." But no Provifion is made

by the faid A5i for the calling of PrecinSi or Parifh Meetings after thefirfi Meet-

ing, where therefhoM be a failure of chufing and appointing a Committee to call

Meetings for the future, as it hath fometimes happened ; by Means whereofmany

Inconveniencies have arifen :

IBe it tberefoieenaftcu bp bis^SrceUcncg tbe (^ouetnour, Council

A Juftice of
^^^5 iReptcfcntatiues in<^eriei'alCouttairembleti,anDbpt})eautbo?itg

the Peace to Of tftC faiTlC, That where no fuch Committee has been chofen in any Parifli

call Parifli Or Precind, then and in fuch Cafe, upon Application of five or more of the

Meetingi af- Freeholders and Inhabitants of fuch Precinft or Parifh, to any one of His Ma-

Mectine in J^^X'^ Juflices of the Peace of the County where fuch Precind or Parifh lies.

Cafe.' by writing under their Hands for calling of a Meeting, to choofe PrecinftOfK-

cers, and to tranfaft fuch Matters and Things necefTary for the ordering the

Affairs of fuch Precinft or Parifli, fuch Juftice is hereby impowred and diredl-

ed to iffue out a Warrant for the aflembling fuch Precinft, Diftrift or Parifh as

aforefaid, diredted to the Clerk ("if any bej or one of the Freeholders aflcing

the
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the lame, requiryig him to notify the Freeholders and other Inhabitants (qua-

lified by Law to vote in Town Affairs^ of the Meeting in Jike Manner, and

according to the Rules and Direftions prefcribed in an Aft Intitled, /In A£l in

further addition to the A£f for the more effe5lml providing for the Support of Mi-
nifiers, made in the tenth Year of the Keign of King George the jirft.

And whereas many Inconveniencies have arrfenfrom a Jujlice of the Peace only
^'^^^°^^-

being impoivred to fvear a Precin£i or Parifh Clerk :

T>Z \i\^ZXtim CnaaCDfip tfjC autf)0?itj? afO?CfaiD, That in Cafe The Morlera-

there be no Juftice of tlie Peace prefcnt at the Choice of a PariOi or Precinft ^^ °! ^^'^

Clerk, that then it fliall be in the Power of the Moderator of fuch Precinft or
JjJ"""^/"

Parifli Meeting, to fwear fiich Parifh or PrecinftClerk, to thefaithfuIDifcharge Parifh Clerk

of his Office •, who is hereby impowred to fwear the reft of the Precinft in Cafe.

Officers.

An Adt,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AlTsmbly ofHis Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton upon
Wednefday the thirtieth Day of May 1733. and continued by feveralAd-

journments unto Wednefday the third Day of OSiober following.

C H A P. I.

AnAdinfurtheradditiontothefeveralAds
or Laws for theSettlement and Diftribution
of the Eftates of Inteftates.

rHERE AS it eften happens, ihatPerfons dying Inteflaie arefeized and Preamble;

foffejfed of Lands, and other real Eftate, lying and being in feveralCoun-

ties within this Province ; and thereupon it hath been difputed,whether

the next of Kin and Heirs at Law ought not to apply to the Judges of

Probate in the refpeoiive Counties where fuch Lands and real Eflate lie, for a Set-

tlement and Diftribution of the fame ; by Means whereof, not only great 'Trouble^

Coft and Charge hath arifen and been occajioned to the Parties concerned, hut th&

fame hath been attended with many other Inconveniencies :

25e it cnacten 6^ big €rceUenc^ tlbe <$oucrnour, Council ann Ee*
prefentatitjcs in ©encral Court affemblcu, anD tig t()e autt)0|ity ofp^„„ ,„ ret:

t[)C fani0, That when it fhall fo happen, that any Perfon fhall die Inteftate, dj Land« in

feized of Lands or other realEftate,lying in feveralCounties within this Province, fcveral Coun-

the Judge of Probate for any fuch County (preference to be always given to "^' *''' °p°

the judge of Probate for the County where the Deceafed was an Inhabitant at
}^l^f^^

'^°"

the Time of his Death,) fhall have full Power and Authority to make a Settle-

ment and Diftribution of the whole of the real Eftateof fuch Inteftate,in what-

foever County in this Province lying and being, in the fame Manner and by , " i;^-.

the fame Rules as are already prefcribed by Law : And the like Power and • fuj

Authority is hereby granted to the feveral Judges of Probate in this Province,

with refpeft to any Inteftate Eftate not already fettled.

Provided always. That this Aft nor any Thing therein contained ftiall be
pfoyifa,

copftrued to extend to, or any wife aiFeft any inteftate Eftate already fettled.

Pp AN
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""""

Preamble.

Afls and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Maicfty's Pro-

vince of tlie Majfachufetts-Bay in Neixi- England, Begun and Held at Bofion

upoaWednefday the thirtiethDay of May, 1733. and continued by feveral

Adjournments unto Wednefdiy the tenth Day of z//)n7 following.

CHAP. II.

An Afbfor altering the Times for holding

theSuperiour Court of Judicature, Court
of Afiize and General GoalDelivery, with-

in and for the Countkso^PI) 7/2outh, Barri-

ftaUe and Dukes Comitj, EJfex and York.WH E R E A S at fnfent the Superiour Court holden at Barnftable, for
the Counties of Barnftable end Dukes-County, preceeds the Time for
boldtn? the Superiour Court at Plymouth, for theCounty fl/Plymouth.

;

and the Superiour Court, at Yo'-k, for the County of Yo\-k,is holden theJVeek before

theSuperiourCo'irt ^^Ipfwich for the County of EStx^ivhich isfound to bsinconve-

nie}ity and the trarifpofing cr altering the Order of the Courts aforefaid, v.'ould be

much better and mere acctptable to the refpeSiive Counties and Parties concerned :

J©e it t|)et£fo^e enacter? h-p \^i% a&xcelicncp tljzm'Qtxximt,€mm\\

Time of the ^"^ iRcptcreutatitiEg ill (fi^enetai Court alTcmbleD, anD bg tbe au^
Sapcrioar

''

tljO^It^^ Of X\jZ failie, That the laid Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of

Courti fitfing AHize and General Goal Delivery, appointed to be held at Barnftable, for the
a: BarnfiabU. Counties of Barnftable and Dukes Couniy on the Tuefday in the Week imme-

diately preceding the laftTuefday of y^ri/ yearly, fhall be henceforth holden and

kept at Barnftable aforefaid,for the faidCounties of Barnftable aad Dukes County

on the laft Tuefday of April yearly. And that the faid Superiour Court

of Judicature, Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery appointed to be

held ztPlymouth, for "theCounty of Plymcuth,on the laft Tuefday of April ytzv\Y,

be henceforth holden and kept at P/)'«J(?«//^ aforefaid for the iaidCounty oi Ply-'
at Plj/meutb. fjjouthon theTuefday immediately preceding the laftTuefday of April annually.

aiiQ U it further enactcD bp tm ^nthmtv afo?efaiD, That the faid

Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of AlFizeand General Goal Delivery, ap-

pointed to be held &t Ipfwich for the County of Effex on the third Tuefday of

.

.

May yearly, fhall be henceforth holden and kept at Ipfivich aforefaid, for the
* "'^'^

' faid County oi Efjex, on the fecond Tuefday oi May yearly : And that the

faid Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery,

appointed to be held at Tork for the County of I'ork, on the Wednefday next

y 1 immediately preceeding the Time aj>pointed by L^w for holding the Superiour

Court of Judicature, ^c. at Ipfevich for the County of Efftx, flrall be hence-

forth holden and kept at Tork aforefaid, for the faid County of Tork, on the

third Tuefday of M<Ty annually. ' '
antj tc it furtljev enactcD bp tf}C 3utf)0?it5 afo^efatn, That all Ap-

peals,Reviews,Recogzinances, Warrants or other Procels, already ilTued, taken,

filed, or to be filed, continued, or any Ways depending ; which are to be

AH ProccfTci
h^^''d and tried at the refpeftive Towns of Barnftable for the Counties of

toftand good. Barnftable and Dukes County, Plymouth for the County oi Plymouth, Jpfwich for

the County of Eftex,2'ork for the County of 'Tork, according to the refpefliive

Times or Days already appointed by Law, fliall not fail or be dilcontinued, but

be valid^and (land good to all Intents and Purpofes in the Law, and be heard,

Clerkiof the triedand determined at the refpeftive Times and Days let and appointed by
Court to iffac this Aft : And that the Clerks of the faidCourts in making out Writs of Venire
Fenitei.

facias for the Choice of Jurors, take Notice that they give their Attendance

on the firfl Day of the faid Courts fitting. And all Officers and other Perfons

concerned,are required to conform themfelves accordingly. C H A P.
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An Aain further addition to an A^lnt^
tied, AnAB for the punijlntig of Criminal''^'' ^ ^^

Offenders.
*

"" *

WH E R EA S the Pe7ialties already provided in and bv ^yn /JF} ^. J. j
pajed in the fourth Tear of the Rei^n of IGn.WiiyZ^nJl' t""""^ p m

Intitled, An Aft for the punifhn^g of cnn4a] oSJs 1 'f
^^^^ "'""'"

'

fure_provedineffe£lualto refrain Perfonsfro,nDrunkennefs] profane Swearing Ind

Ofm fame, That for the future, whoever ftaH he fonviafd of "^^^^^
Swearing or Curfing ftall for the firft Offence forfeit and pay the SnmTf.
SMlUngs^ zn6 for every fuch Oath or Curfe after the fi ft (utter d at the1^: ^ • '

Time, and in the hearing of the fame Perfon or Perfons 1 hf9?1 'f , l?^
lings: And If any fuch Offender n:al] at any othT,m^^^^^^ ,. ,

viaed ofprofane Swearing orCurfing he o.Lef^^^
foch Oath orCurle theSum of /.« 6'^./%., and aifo be proceeded with in^S T'

'^°'''^''
Manner, as the aforefaid Aft diredts in Caie of a fecond Convirq-innV^Vr.

"^""rmgand

kennefs. And if any Perfon fhall be convicted ofDrunkenneirtchS^^ '"""'•

IhaJl forfeit and pay the Sum of ten ShUUngs for every Softe'nce
The refpeftive Bines before-mentioned, to be recovererl in f!,» a'/t

ii^.^,.)i.J

the Tm.e, and difpofed of for the Ufe in faid ASremioned ' '' '''''

And m Cafe any fuch Offender as aforefaid fhaiJ be unable or refufe to payfuch Fine or Fines on h.m or her impofed, thejuftide orjuftices before whS
the Convi&on ftall be, are hereby impowred to- punilh fuch Offender TreS
ble to the Direaion of the Law made in the fifth Year of Kino- WAir. a
<^^^nMaryAn^^\.^, An additional A^ for the pun^fJ^ngcrtTn^^^^^^

«&Dn5i ow

An Aft,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Maieftv'. Prn,,;„.»

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in Ne^England, Begun^nd HeW afljl^u;^^^^ '\. .. .Wednefday the twenty-ninth Day of May, 1734. ' ^ "
.n^M fi..i

CHAR IV.
''

An KSt in addition to the feveral Ads re- -^^m-
Jating to and for preventing ofEncroach- " ^^ -i-
ments and Incumbrances uponHighWays
private Ways, Streets, &c^

TWl^pJ/J '^'^"'"'^'"' ^nade by theLawfor removing of Jncumhran-
Vf ces Buildings or hences upon, or acrofs, or that do or may obliruS or o .,f f flrei^htenthe high Ways private Was, Town Ways, StrLsorluey

'"''"'''•

has been fomd m fome Cafes ^nfuffic^ent to pay and fltisfy the ChalTofremoving the fame : Aid whereas alfo it freauenth hammi riJZ \J ^
efpeeMy) that after Lands have beL lon[^SV;^:i^l^Tp^
tus, fuch Fences are generally reputed the Lnds beLeen fuch partZularLot

.^P^ and
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and the high Ways, private Ways, Streets, Alleys or Commons within fuch Toi-jn,

and no Monuments remain of any other Boundaries ; wher-eby great Advantage
is given {to Perfons fo difpofed) to encroach on [aid high Ways and Commons, and

-- the Profecujlion offuch Offences is rendered .extreamly difficult :

For Remedy whereof ;

TBe it mactetj bj) |)is Cjccellcncp tf)e (©otiernour, Council ami lRe=
Buiidinp.. prefentatii)C0 in General Court affemftleQ, anD ftp tbe aut^oiitp of

fnhrh^' tt^efame. That if any Perlon or Perlons at any Time from and after the

Wayf, Sp,;:'
^^ubligation ofthis Adt, fhall prellime to fet up orcaufe to be fet up or ereded

to be remo- any BuiMing, Fence or other Incumbrance whatfoever, in, upon, or oyer any
vcd. of the Roads, high Ways, private Ways, Streets,Lanes or Alleys, inanyTown

within this Province, or continue any fuch Incumbrance,and be duly convi(aed

thereof, the faid Incumbrances, Buildings or Fences, lliall be removed,as in and
by Law is directed : Ap,d in Cafe tlie Materials of fuch Buildings, Fences, or

Charges how gtfier Incumbrances, be infufHcient to pay and latisfy the Charges,of removing

freyU
^'

^—'^ lame,: and Cofts of Frofecutifen, dve Court or Juftice before whom fuch

Profectttbtii flial' br made,(hall and are hereby impowred to order the Payment
fhereofV out of other Goods or Eftate of the Perfon or Perfons fo offending,

T.^'i !:;-!';.; ' and awiJr,d Execution acc^ordingly.

; anfltseitfmttjet enacteD tij) tfjc 9uti[)0|itp afoiefaiD, That where
';.

,

Fciues lisflve been ercded fronting againft any of the common Lands and high

: , Ways, private Ways, Streets, Lanes or Alleys in any Town or Peculiar within

this Province, where the Breadth of fuch high Ways, private Ways, Streets,

Boundaiiei
^anes or Alleys is not known, nor can be made certain by the Records thereof,

ftated. nor any other Boundaries, and fuch Fences have been upheld and maintained
for more than the fpace of thirty Years, fuch Fence or Fences fhall then, and
from thenceforth, be accepted, reputed and taken as the Lines or Boundaries

between the faid Commbns, high Ways, private Ways, Streets, Lanes or Al-
leys, and the Lands lying in particular Propriety adjoining thereto, unlefs the

.';(, ,^ r^' ? Owner or Owners of fuch Lands do make it appear by authentick Records, or

.?. '- credible Witneffes, that his or their Bounds did extend further in the original

No Fcncei Grant thereof.

to be remov'd ^nD bc it furtbcr enacteo \^-^\^z autfjoiitp afoiefaiD, That if any
nearer Com- Owner or Proprietor of Lands inclofed and fenced as aforefaid, Pn all remove

Ways ^c ^'^ '^'' ''^^''' Fence or Fences further towards any fuch Commons, high Ways,
withoui duly Strdets/Lanes or Alleys, without duly notifying the Seled-Men of the Town
norihing the wherein fuch Lands do lie, or fuch other Perfon or Perfons refpedively, as are

oth
'^p"' ^"^ ^^" ^^ chofen and appointed by fuch Town or the Proprietors thereof, to

fons appoint- ^^^ ^^ C^^t and Infpeftion of the Boundaries between the Land of particular

ed. Perfons, and the Lands in faid Town, appropriated for Common,High-Ways,
c: •>'ils°6."'\V; {^c. that fo the Lines or Boundaries may be perambulated before the fences be
\' '"• ;^ ;- fo removed, every fuch Perfon and Perlbns fo offending, or that fljall be aiding

,:'"
i,-> 'o' r

^'^ t^fifling therein, upon Conviction thereof, flaall forfeit and pay the Sum of
"ftnalty. for^ Shillings, to be difpofed of, one Half to the Poor of fuch Town where

the Offence fhall be committed, the other Half to him or them that fhall in-

fbrm and lue for the fame.

CHAP. V.

An Ad in addition to anAd Intitled, Jn
.idtnr.,: j^ fgy fjj^ £^j^ ^f PH/oners for Velt.

\TVT H E R E A S it is provided in and by an ASi made and pafs'd in the

Preamble, V V fourth Year of the Reign of King G?.okgy. the fecond, Intitled, AnASi

for the Eafe of Prifoners for Debt, " That any Perlbn imprifoned for Debt,
" either upon mean Procefs or Execution, fhall be allowed the Liberty of the

" Prifon
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" Prifon Yard, the Prifoner with two fufficient Sureties, giving Bond to the

" Sheriff for his keeping within the Lihaits thereof, until lawfully difcharged."

And altho' it is further provided, " That in Cafe of an Efcape the Penalty of
" fuch Bond fhall be to and for the Ufe of the Creditor, and fliall be tranf-

" ferred and affigned over to the Creditor by the Sheriff." Tet forafmuch as

the Creditor upon putting fuch Bond in Suit can recover Judgment only for the

original Debt, with Cojl of Suit and Interefi ; by Reafon of which, Efcapes are

notfufficiently difcouraged, and many Creditors kept out oftheir juft Dues to their

great Hurt and Dammage.
For Remedy whereof :

TBe it enacteD bpW (ffirceUencp tbe (©ooernour,Council anD Ee-- upon Prifo-

prefentatiijes in (General Court aflfemtleD, anu bp tfje autboiitp of ""» £''"?<'.

t!)0 faitlC, That henceforward, when and fo often as any Prifoner, having ^ ^ "'^"'^

given Bond as aforefaid, fhall make an Efcape,the whole Penalty of fuch Bond toThe Credi-
fhall be to and for the Ufe of the Creditor,and fliall be transferred and affigned tor.

over to the Creditor by the Sheriff, with full Power to enable him to put the

fame in Suit, and the Creditor fhall recover the whole Sum therein expreffed,

and the Court fhall make up Judgment accordingly.

C H A P. VI.

An Aft for regulating the Proceedings on
Bonds of Adminiftratorsj on Inteftate

Edates,

T7f I
H E RE A S in and by an ASi or Law of this Province, made in the

V V fourth Year of the Reign of King William and ^een Mary, Intitled,lin Pfsample-

A&. for the Settlement and Diftribution of the Eftates of Inteflates, the Judges

for Probate of Wills, and granting of Adminijirations in the refpeSlive Counties^

are required to take Bond of fuch Perfon or Perfons, to whom they grant the Ad-
minijiration of the Eliate of any Intejiate, and it fometimes happens, that fuch

Judges do put thofe Bonds in Suit, and diftribute the Sums recovered thereon,to and
among theParties interefted in fuch Manner, as in and by the faidASt is direEled :

And whereas it has happened, that after fuch Difiribution as aforefaid, the Ad-
miniftrator has brought his A£fion of Review, and thereupon obtained a reverfal

of the former Judgment ; in which Cafe the refpeSlive Judges of Probate are lia-

ble to an Execution, and thereby expofed to great Charge and Inconvenience :

For Remedy whereof:

55e it cnacten tip bis dErceUencp tbe <$ot)ernour, Council anu
meprefentatities in general Court affembleD, anD bp tbe autbojitp ^''"T"

'»

of tbe fame, That when any of the Judges for the Probate of Wills and^"';;jP^",

granting of Admini{lrations,fhall put in Suit any Adminiftrator's Bond, and re- covered by

cover a Jiidgment for the Penaky therein expreffed, or any Part thereof at any the judge of

Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, or Superiour Court of Judicature, Execution Probate.

of fuch Judgment fnall be ftaid, until the next Seffion of the Court whereat the

fame was obtained, that fo fuch Adminiftrator may then (if he fees Caufejhave
an Opportunity to review his Aftion i and if he fhall negleft fo doing. Execu-
tion fhall thereupon be awarded ; and the Judge for Probate fhall makeDiflri-

bution of the Sum recovered to and among the Parties interefted therein, agre-

able to the Diredion of the Law : And every fuch Adminiflrator is hereby
forever precluded and bat'd from bringing any fuch Aflrion afterward.

CHAP. --^"^
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C H A P. VII.

An A£1: in Explanation of and further addi-

tion to an Ad; Intitled, An Mfor regidating

of Tow7ijl.nps, Choice of Town Officers, and
Jetting forth their Tower.

W HE RE AS in and by anA5i made andpaffed in the fourth Tear of King
William and ^leen Mary, Intitled, An Ad for regulating of Town-

fhips. Choice of Town Officers, and fetting forth their Power, It is provided,
" That the Bounds of all Townfhips fhall be run betwixt Town and Town,
" and Maj-ks renewed once in three Years, by two of the Seleft-Men of each
" Town, or any other two Perfons whom the Seledl-Men fliall appoint ; the
" Seledl-P4en of the mod ancient Town to give Notice to the Seled-Men of
" the next adjacent Towns, of the Time and Place of Meeting for fuch Per-
" ambulation, fix Days b-fore Hand, on pain of forfeiting /w Pounds by the
" Seleft-Men of any Towi that fliall negledt their Duty in any of the Parti-

" culars aforefaid ; two Thirds thereof for the Ufe of the Poor of fuchTown ;'

" and the otherThird unto the Sele6)t-Men of any of the next adjacentTowns,
" that iliall inform and fue for the fame, in the Inferiour Court of Common
" Pleas within the fame County." Whereupon fame Difputes have arifen as to

the Difpofition bf the faid Forfeiture of hvz Pounds.

For Prevention whereofand that the faidAft maybe rendred moreeffedtual

;

IBe it cnacteD bp U% (Crcellencp tte ©ooernour, Council anD
iReprefentatiues in General Court aflfemtileo, anD fag tf)e am&oiitg
of tijC fame, That wlien the Select-Men of any Town within this Province,

whofe Duty it is by the faid Acl to give Notice unto the Seledt-Men of the

next adjacent Towns of the Time and Place of Meeting for perambulating the

Bounds betwixt them, fliall negledl their Duty in that Particular, they fhall for-

feit and pay the Sum offifteen Pounds. And if the Sele6t-Men of any Town
within this Province fhall (upon Notice given as aforefaidj refufe or negle<5l: by
themfelv^s or others by their Appointment, to meet and perambulate fuch

Boyhds, altho' they may be the Bounds between County andCounty, they fhall

forfeit and pxiy the Sum offifteen Pounds : The faid Fines or Forfeitures to be

difpofed of, one Third to the Seled-Men, or other Perfon of the Town,which
is not negligent of their Duty in this Behalf, who fliall inform and fue for the

fame ; and the other two Thirtls to the Ufe of the Poor of theTown ofwhich
they are Sele<£t-Men ; the faid Fines or Forfeitures refpedlively to be recovered

in any Court of Common Pleas within the County where either of the faid

Towns lie.

^^'^' ~ An Ad,
PafTed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New- England, Begun and Held at Bofton

^
'''

f^,:
liponWednefday the twenty-ninth Day of May, 1734. and continued by

'"'.,,':
_Adjournments unto Wednefday the twentieth Dav of A'<7w»?Z'Cr following.

/ C a A i^. 1.

AnAdin addition toanAdIntitled,/^w/^3/or

1^:'the Settlement and T)i(lrihution of the E/iates of

; Intefiates*

WH E RE AS in and by an ASi made and paffed in the fourth Tear of the

Reign of King William and Slueen Mary, Intitled, An Aft for the Set-

Pfcamblei tlement and Diftribution of the Eftates of Inteftates, " The Judges of
" Probate

Forfeiture

for noc per-

ambulating

TownBounds

How to be

difpofed of.

Jt^u bii;;
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** Probate of Wills, and for granting Letters of Adminiftration of theF'.ftares

*' of Inteftates, are to fettle the Ellate both real and perfonal, one third Part

*' of the perfonal Eflate to the Wife of the Inteftate for ever, belides herDower
*' or Thirds in the Houfing and Lands during Lif-", where fiich Wife fhall

*' not be otherwife endowed before Marriage •, and all the Refidue of the real

" and perfonal Eftate byeqiial Portions to and among his Children, and fuch

*' as fhall legally reprefent them, i^c." But fufficient Provifion is not madefor

the Settlement of the Eftate on the Grand-Child or Grand-Ch'Mrm^ ivhcrc one or

more of the Children of the Inteftate are deceafed : For want thereof confiderable

Dificidties have arifen and may arife :

For Remedy whereof
;

TBc it cnactca &p f)is dBrccUency tfie (^ouenioui-, Council anB Ec^
prcfentatitJtJS in (fi^cnccal Couit afifemtiicti, ann t)j? tije aitrfioiitp of Manner <rf

tt)2 fantC, That the feveraljudges of Probate of Wilis and for grancmgAdmi- fcnlin;; Inief-

niftration on the ELlfates of Inteftates, where any of the Children deceafed in tate^Eitrrcs on

the Life-Time of the Inteftate, and left Iffue, lliall make a full Settlement of ^^'^^^''^
'^^'^'

the Efface in Manner following, viz. On the Grand-Children, that Part which

their deceafed Father or Mother would have had or taken if living at theTime

of the Intcftate's deceafe, and fliall fettle two Shares or a double Portion on the

eldeft Son, if any be, and fo in the fame Manner and Proportion as if the fame

had defcended from their imtnediate Father or Mother, and fliall follow the

fame Rules as to fettling the Lands upon one or more of the Grand-ChiJdren,

(as the fame are capable of making Settlements) according to the Direftion of

the Law of this Province, viz. An Ad made in the fixthYear of King 'George

the firft. Chap. III. directing to give preference to the Sons.

Provided ahvays. This Act fhall not extend to aftVd the Title of anyEftate „
^j^-^

already fettled.

A6ls and Laws,

PafTed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Mai'efty's Province

of the Majfa chlifetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Field at Bofton^ upon
Wednelday the twenty-eighth Day of May., i 7.3 5.

C H A P. 11.

An Ad in addition to an Ad Intitled, An
jiclfor the hearing atiddetermining Cafes in

-£'^w//7,niade and paffed in the tenthYearof
the Reign of King William the third.

'1~/S'7 H E R E JS the Conditions annexed unto Bonds and other Speeitilties.,are

1/1/ fometimss for the Pay^nent of Moneys, or the Performance of other Mat- Preamble.

f f tors and Things at different 'Times ; and when upon the firft Breach of

fuch Condition the Bond or Specialty has ieen put in Suit, it has heen

apprehended that the Courts ofjujiice, even in Equity, can chancer fuch Bonds or

Specialties to fo much only of the Debt, or other collateral Matters to be performed,,

as is become due at the Time of the Aitiion brought, whereby the Obligee may nnet

with Difficulty to reaver his Debt as it floall become due :

Xc it enactcD bp ijig Crcellencp tlje ©otjernoiir. Council anu
Mcpucfentat ttics in (Sencval Court aiTemtilen, ann ti? tbe aiit!)c?iti?

Oi t!)C fame. That when any Adlion thall be brought and profecuted on any
Bond or other Specialty with Penalties for the Payment of Sums- of Money,
Perfgrmance of Covenants, Contrads, Agreements, Matters or Things to be

done

10 W. ca. 14;
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Judgment to done at feveral Times, and the Plaintiff recover the Forfeiture of fuch Penalty,

fo^r ['he^'who'i
'''^^ Court fliall enter up Judgment for the whole of fuch Forfeiture, and award

Penalty of Execution only for fo much of the Debt or Dammage as is due or fuftained at

Bondj where that Time ; fo always that the faid Judgment fliall itand, and be a Security to
there are di thg plaintiff, his Executors and Adminiftrators, for any further and after Pay-wi aymenrs

^^^^^^^ qj. Damraages he or they may have a juft Right to by the Non- Perfor-

mance or Breach of the Covenants, Contracls, Agreements or Things, in fuch
Bonds or other Specialties contained ; and may have a Writ or Writs of Scire

Writs of 5cin Facias on faidjudgment, from fuchCourts where the fame was obtained,againft

"ff"^Th°'"^
the Defendant, his Heirs, Executors, or Adminiftrators, fuggefting other and

from Timc°o farther Dammr.ges lutiained by the Non- Performance or Breach of fuch Cove-
Tioie as any nants, Contraifts and Agreements ; and to fummon him or them to fhew Caufe
Thing be- vvhy Execution fcould not be awarded upon faid Judgment for other and fur-
somei ue.

^^^^ Dammages, as fet forth in the Writ, and made out to the Court ; upon
which the faid Court fhall proceed as aforefaid, and fo toties qiwlies, or as often

as fuch Dammages fhall accrue, and to be fued for as aforefaid.

'

CHAP. III.

An A6t for employing and providing forthe

Poor of the Town of Boflon^

WHERE JS the 'fazmi of Boflon is groxvn confiderably populous, and the

Idle and Ponr much increafed among then, and theLaws now in Force re-

lating to them, not fo fuitahle to the Ciraimflances of the faid Town, which are

different, from thofe of the other Towns in the Province : Therefore,

IBt it enactets IjpW Crcellencp tt)e mummx, CDuncil ano Ee*
prefcntatiliCgin©eneralCouit alTemblcp, ana bpjU aut^o^itp of t&e

PoorTo'be faiTlC, That from henceforth at the anniverfary Town Meeting in March, tor

chofen in Bcf. the Choice of Town- Officers, the Town of Bojion are, and fhall be hereby im-

w ^ '*'l^'^
powered to chufe twelve Overfeers of the Poor, who fhall be chofen for twelve

appointed
'^ feveralWards refpedively, into which the faidTown is or fhall be divided, each

Overfeer to have the more efpecial Care of his particularWard, yet fo as not to

exclude theAuthority of any otherOveiieer,a3 there may be Occafion ; which

Overfeers fhall vifit their refpeftive Wards, whenfoever they may judge there

is Occafion, at leaft once in every Month -, and fhall alfo once in everyMonth

^emble together to confider and determine of the moft proper Methods for the

Difcharge of their Office.

Preamble. -^""^ whereas the Poor of the faid Town may upon the decay of Trade become

fiill more numerous, and want Means to employ and fet themfelves to Work in ayiy

fettled or confiant Manner, or by ill Habits become idle and [lothful and very bur-

thenfome to the Town

:

Town of TBe it enafteO tip tbe ^UtfjOlitg afOiefaiD, That in fuChCafe, or when-

hoficn impow. ever the faid Town of Bofton fliall, at a legal Town Meeting for that Purpofe
red toercda j^jy warned, judge itnecefTary or convenient to ereft, provide or endow an

Houfe for the Reception and Employment of the Idle and Poor of the faid

Town, they the faid Town are, and hereby fhall be authorized and impowered

Overfeers of fo todo ; which Houfe fhall be under the Regulation of the Overfeers of the

the Poor to Poor, to be annually chofen as aforefaid ; and erefted, provided for, continued
regulate zt. qj. difcontinued, as the faid Town fhall find or judge their Circumflances re-

~, quire : And the faid Town are hereby authorized to make Purchafes and rcr

may he en-
c^ive Donations for endowing the faid Work-Houfe, to the Value of three

ioKcd. Thoufand Pounds per Annum ; and to ilie and be fued in all Affairs of faid

Houfe ; the feveral Donations to be always applied according to the Will of

the Donors.

9nD

TwelveOver-
fceriof the

Work. Houfe
for the Poor.
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9nD tJC it fUttfjer CnafteD, That the Overfeers of the Poor of theTown Overfeer. to

of Bofton, for the Time bemg,aiall have the Infpeftion, Ordering and Govern- J^PP°'^"^^^ '^°

•rnent of the faid Houfe, with Power of appointing a iVIafter or Mafters, and the Houfe.

one or more Affiftants, for the more immediate Care and Overfight of thePer-

fons received into or employed in faidHoufe : WhicliOverfeers at tlieir month- j^ o^jr^j
ly Meetings fhall have Power to make Orders and By-Laws for the better and ,„ make By.

more decent regulating the faid Houfe ; which Orders fliall be binding till the Lawjto be

next Town-Meeting, to which they fhall exhibit them, and when approved by approv'd by

the faid Town at a legal Meeting, fhall be obligatory, until revoked by the
Town,

faid Towo. -

SntI be it enaftCD tig tfjC 3UtbOlitp afOlCfaiD, That each one of the

Overfeers aforefaid fhall have Power to fend any idle and indigent Perfon ^^ (^nTlA\cznt
Perfons to the faid Houfe for Entertainment and Employment for the fpace of indigent Pcr-

t.wenty-four Hours ; and any two of the faid Overfeers fhall have Power tq con- foni to the

tinue or fend to faid Houfe fuch Perfon or Perfons, till difcharged by the major Work-Houfe.

Part of faid Overfeers at a monthly Meeting : Which Perfon or Perfons the ;. . /_

Mailer or Mafters and Afliftants are hereby required to receive and employ .. ...;./A.^,5

accordingly. ..,\
-"/rMcSiw

y^d whereas there are fometimes Perfons rated to the publick Taxes, who are
'.tlivH

notwithft:anding unable or negligent to provide Necejfaries for the Sujienance and a r.

Support of their Children : • And to bind,

iBe it enaCteO, That the overfeers fhall have the fame Power of binding
^"^J^^^f ^^''j.'J,*

out into good Families, the Children of fuch, as where the Parents are rated
3, g^e not ra-

nothing ; provided fuch Perfons are not rated for their perfonal Eftate or ted for their

Faculty.
" perfonal E-_

. ftate.

• Andfor as much as there is great Negligence in fundry Perfons as te the in-

flruSling and educating their Children, to the great Scandal of the ChrifiianNamey

and of dangerous Confequence to the rijing Generation :

IBe itfUrt&er CnaCteD, That where Perfons bring up their Children '".,,, ^ ,

fuch grofs Ignorance, that they do not know, or are not able to diflinguifh the
ch'idren a

Alphabet or twenty-four L>etters at the Age of fix Years, in fuch Cafe are not taught

the Overfeers of the Poor are hereby impowered and direfted to put or bind to read,

out into good Families, fuch Children, for a decent and Chriflian Education,

as when Parents are indigent and rated nothing to the publick Taxes j uhlefs -.••:;

the Children are judged uncapabfe, through fome inevitable Infirmity. - ,-..n-j

''.: J till i\nh^

And in as much as the Divifion of the "Town o/Boflon into twelve Wards, and "' *'5«'-'"'^

Affignation of each Ward to the more immediate Care of a particular Overfeer,

will give the aforefaid Overfeers Opportunity of a more exaSi Knowledge of the

Town, and all Intruders into it

:

-

TBe it CnacteO t)p tbe 9Utf)0lit2 afOlCfain, That the aforefaid Over-
feers of the Poor in the Town of Bofton^ be and they hereby are, impowered O/erfecn of

to warn any and all Intruders, or others, who are not Inhabitants, to depart the the Poor to

Town ; and in Cafe of refufal or negledt, to proceed in the fame Manner,
d,Y,"<,a"/o£'

and with as full Power, as the Seleft-Men of faid Town, by Law,may or can : jhj Town.
And the Conftables are hereby required to obferve and yield readyObedience to

the Orders and Diredlions of the Overfeers aforefaid, by Virtue and in Confe-
quence of this Ad.

'

;•

aq CHAP.
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Preamble.

C H A P. IV.

An Ad: dired^ing how Meetings of Proprie-

tors in Wharfes or other real Eftate be-

fides Lands may be called.

WHE R E A S the Laws of this Province have impowered not only thePro-

frietors of common Lands, but of any other Efiate or Interefi to fue or

le fued ; but no I>ire5fion being given how a Meeting of fuch Proprietors majbe
called : And whereas by Reafon of the Death or Refufal of any or the major

Part of the Committee impowered to call Meetings of Proprietors in Wharfes^ or
«• ;!'

other real EJlates^ the faid Proprietors may be under Difficulties :

^^'./i .,, ;' For remedying the fame:

, ®e ft cnacteD bp U&<Bxtmtntp tU (Soijcrnoiir, Council anu Ec^
prefcntatities in General Court affemblcD, anD bg tbe autboiitg of

A Juftice of if\Z fame, That when and fo often as five or more of the Proprietors
th*- Peace to in any Wharfes or othef real Eftate or Intereft whatfoever, fhall judge a Pro-

ine of PfopVi-
P'"'^^°''^ Meeting neceflary, and fhall make Application to a Juftice' of the

erors of Peace within the County where fuch real Eftate or Intereft Jies, luch Juftice is

Wharfei up- hereby impowered to grant a Warrant for fuch Meeting, direded to one of the
on Appitca- proprietor's afking the fame, requiring him to notify the Proprietors of the
'*,**"'

Meeting, and the Time and Place for the fame : Which Notification ftiallbe

y in writing pofted up in fome piiblick Place within the Town where fuchEftate
'

lies, fourteen Days before the Time appointed for fuch Meeting
; and fuch

^"j., and fo many of the Proprietors 'as fl-ia.ll affemble and meet together according^
. ]y, ftiall have Power, by a major Vote of the Proprietors prefent, to chufe a

Clerk to enter all Votes and Orders that ftrall from Time to Time b? made
at fuch.Meetings ; and ftiall be fwom to the faithful Difcharge of his Office 5

and agree upon any otherMethod of callingMeetings ; alfo to chufe aCommitte^
for managing theAff'airs of the Propriety -, and alfo to pafs all Orders and Rules
for the further managing, improving and ordering fuch Eftate or Intereft aS

they ftiall agree : The Voices always to be collefted according to the Intereft,

"

where the fame is known -, and no other Afi^air to be afted at fuch Meeting,
but what is exprefs'd in the Warrant and Notification of fuch Meetino-.

. . antlbe it fUttftCC CnaCtCD, That when it ftiall happen Suit ftiall be

xy^^'h^^a- "b^^o^^"^ againft any Proprietors in any real Eftate befides Lands, the Plaintiff"

gdnft the' bringing forward fuch Suit, ftiall caufe the Clerk of fuch Propriety or fome
Propristorj principal Proprietor in luch Eftate,- to be ferved with a Copy &f -the Writ, or
the Clerk to Summoos, at leaft thirty Days before the Day of the fitting of the Court' to
be ferved.

^hicj^ the fame ftiall be returnable.

- r \ ,

'. CHAP. V.

'

s /^Gh.3.
:j^n"Aa: in Explanation of and farther Ad-

;-
;

'

; dition to the Ad: for making Lands and
o^ Tenements liable to the Payment of Debts.
WHEREAS fome Doubt has arifeif, whether theRigkt which the Mort-

gager hath in Equity to redeem fuch Lqnd as he has mortgaged, may be

legally taken by Capias or Attachment upon mean Procefs, or by Execution, forfd-
tisfying or paying the Debts of the Mortgager :

For removing, whereof ;

Preamble.



'Anno Regni Regis G E O R G I J, II. O&avoet Nono.' .-• 173.C'

Countetfcttms Biusf of Crcntt 3^5

IBe it enactcti tp fiis Crccllencp tlje ©otietnoui:, Council ano Ee*
pccfematiioe0 in General Court alTcmfaleo, ano bj? tbe autboiitp of f-'f^}'

"^

tbK fame. That luchRights in Equity of redeeming mortgaged Lands hereto-
'J^f,"2^agf,

fore have legalJy been, now are, and hereafter fhall be hable to be taken by liable to bs

Capias or Attachment upon mean Procefs, and by Execution upon Judgment taken by rhe

recovered for the Payment of the juft Debts of the IVIortgager, and the Perfon
^^l^^*

°^

at whofe Suit the faid Right by Equity of redeeming fuch Mortgaged Lands is
'

/(..

°"^*"

taken in Execution, fhall have the fame and as full and ample Right and

Power of redeeming fuchLands as theMortgagerhimfelf had or ought to have,

an Acknowledgement of Satisfaftion in the Margin of the Record of- fuch

Mortgages, by the Mortgagee or his Heirs, Ihall be as fufficient a Difcharge

thereof to the Creditor who hath redeemed or (hall hereafter redeem the fame,

or to his Heirs, as it would have been to the Mortgager himfelf or hisHeirs.

Provided^ That if the faid Right fhall byApprizement in due Form of Law o?erpIu« to

happen to exceed the Sura to be levied with the neceflary Charges, the Over- be returned

plus fhall be paid by the Creditor to the Debtor, within three Months after ^^^ P^'** "»

levying the Execution or Publication of this Aft. ^^^ Debtor.

Provided alfo,_ anU U M fUttfjet enaSelJ ftp tbe aUt^Olitg afOltfaiD, Execution!
That all Executions that fhall hereafter be levied on Lands or Tenements, and hereon to be
the Proceedings thereon,fhali at the Charge of theCreditor,witliin three Months entcr'd in the

after fuch levying, be entred m the OfHce of the Regifter of Deeds for the ^^6''^'')' of

County where fuch Lands lie. " ''

ann it i0 further ptOtJiDCD anD enaftetl, That theDebtor whofeRight Y),hw aN
in Equity as aforefaid is taken by Execution as aforefaid, fliall have Liberty for low'd a Year
the fpace of one Yeat next after levying fuch Execution, of redeeming fuch his to redeem hii

Right, by paying the full Sum levied by Execution on fuch Right, with lawful R''g'»t>

Intereft, and all Charges arifing thereon, and fuch other Sum or Sums as the '•••->"

Creditor, at whofe Suit the Execution was levied, fhall have paid to the-Perfon

OF Perfons to whom it was before mortgaged, or to the Mortgager himfelf.

9nB it 10 further enafteD, That fuch Perfon or Perfons (at whofe Suit
Crgj;,„ ,3

fuch Lands or Right by Equity of redeeming any mortgaged Lands,have been, have a good
are,or fhall be taken byExecution as aforefaid^ fhall be as legally and fully intitled Title to the

to the faid Lands or Right of redeeming the Mortgage or Mortgages thereof, ^^^^'

as the originalMortgager at theTim.e oflevy ing the Execution was ; and the faid

Lands or Right of redeeming the fame fhall be and remain to the faid Credi-

tor, and his Heirs and AfTigns for ever, unlefs redeemed by the Mortgager
within one Year as aforefaid. "

'

Afts and Laws,
PafTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty'sProVlnce

of the Mafachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bqfion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-eighth Day of M<ry ^735- And continued by-

Adjournments to Wednefday the nineteenth Day of November following.
"

C H A P."!"
'

An A(ft more effedually to prevent the

Counterfeiting the Bills ofCredit on this

Province.
'

Makingan*

'^Wy-^ it enactcD tip f)i0 OErceUcncg tU ^otiernour, Council anti uttering of

'^JO lReprefentatii)e0 in General Court afl:emMeD,anD t^ tU au^ mi", w be'^^
t|)0?it5 of tf)f fame, That whomever after the Publication of this punifted »itb

Aft fhall prcfume to forge, counterfeit or utter any Bill or Bills (knowing the Death with-

fame when uttered to be falfe gnd counterfeit) of the Tenor, or in Imiution of °"t Benefit of

Q^q 2 any
^''^^y-
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any of the Bills of Credit on this Province by Law eftablifhed, or that fliall

Counfel, advife, procure, or any Ways afllft in the forging, counterfeiting, im-r

printing, ftampingor figning any falfe Bills, or engrave any Plate,or make any
other Inftrument to be ufed for the making any fuch falfe and counterfeit Bills,

every Perfon and Perfons fo offending, being thereof convicted, fhall be ad-

judged to fuffer the Pains of Death, without Benefit of Clergy.
- _______

,

An A(ft to impower theColledors of Taxes
to require Aid.

WH E R E AS the ColleSors of the Rates andTaxes oft-times labour under

Difficulty in colleSing from diverfe Perfons the Sums affeffed on tbem.and

fometimes are prevented, ever colleiling the fame, for that theLaw doth not impowet
the Colle£lors to require and take Aid to ajjifi them in diflreining for the Rates cotm-

mitted to them to collect, and apprehending Perfons who refufe to pay the fame i

•which is to the publick Dammage :

. For Remedy whereof :

IBe it cnactcn bg 1)10 CjctcUencj) tfjc ©oucrnour. Council ana
Eeprcfcntatitjcs in General. Court aflcmblcD, anD bp tU 3utbo?itg
of tbCfamC, That if any of the Colleftors of the Province, County, Town
and Precinft Rates and Taxes, w&en in the Execution of their Office, fhall be

hindred and impeded in collecting the Rates and Taxes committed to them, it

fhall be lawful for fuch CoUedors, if Need be, to require fome meet Perfon or

Perfons, to aid and affift them therein. And that all Perfons fo required that

fhall refufe their Aid and Affiftance, and fhall be convid thereof, before one

or more of His Majefly's Juftices cf the Peace in theCounty where theOffence

is committed, fhall pay af'ine to be difpofed of to the Ufe of the Poor of the

Town where the Offence may arife, not exceeding /or/j Shillings,at the Difcre-

tion of the Juftice or Juftices- according to the Circumftances of the Offence ;

provided that it appear to the faid Juftice or Juftices that theAid fo demanded
as aforefaid was necefTary. -.

And if the Perfon fb convid will not pay his Fine, the Juftice or Juftices

may upon refufat thereof, order fuch Perfon to the commonGoal of theCounty,

there to remain a clofe Prilbner for the fpace of forty-eight Hours, or order him
to be iet in the Stocks for the fpace of two Hours.

An Ad,
P^ed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofion, upon
Wednefday the twenty-fixth Day of Alay, 1736.

CHAP. III.
-

An A£t for Rebuilding the Bridge called

j}4iles Bridge, over the River between
Swanzey d.nd Barrington.

s^.j-i^yot^l
X7 H-ERE AS the Bridge over the River between Swanzey and Barring-

y Y ton, in the Country Road, commonly called Miles Bridge, has beenfound

very beneficial, and heretofore hath been built and maintained by thefaid Towns of

Swanzey and Barrington, but of late has been negle^ed, and is become wholly

ufdefSy^!!ferywiich to the- Prejudice of the Publick :

-.' ' *

For Remedy whereof ;

Preamble.

Cofl?aori of

Taxci im-

powcred to

deri)a{i(| Aid.

Penalty for

refufinp to

gire Aidy

Prcahiije.
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'JBc it cnactcD bpW €j;ccUencj) tfje <5oDetnour, Council anu iRe=

Iitefentatiucs in ©cneral Court aiTemWcD, anD i)g tf)e autf)o?itp of

t{)C fame, That the Court of General SefTions of the Peace for the County of Towm of

BriJlol,ht and hereby are impowered and ordered to ifllie and fend forth War- ^y""'^'y ^fd

rants to the faid Towns of Swanzey and Barrington refpeftively, requiring the ""
"^J

faid Towns to build a good and fubftantial Cart Bridge crofs the faid River in Charge of

the Country Road aforefaid, where the faid Bridge did ftand, two third Parts Building and

to be done by the Town of Szvanzey, and the other third Part by the Town of Repa»"Rg

Barrington : And in Cafe of Negleft of the faid Towns to build the Bridge ^" ''''^*"

aforefaid, in Manner aforefaid, for the fpace of three Months next after their

being ordered to do the fame by the faid Court of General SefFions of the

Peace, the faid Court of General Seffions of the Peace are hereby

impowered and directed to order and fet on Work proper Perfons to build

the aforefaid Bridge, and to levy the Coft and Charge thereof by War-
rant of Diftrefs on the Eftate of the faid Towns of Swanzey and BarringtoTty

and for want thereof on their Inhabitants •, two Thirds thereof on the

faid Town of Swanzey, and the other Third on ,the Town of Barrington ; but

in Cafe one of faid Towns only fliould refufe or negleft to do their porportio-

nable Part of faid Bridge as aforefaid, then the faid Court of General Seffions

of the Peace are hereby impowered and diredted to order and imploy proper

Perfons to perform and do the fame, and levy the Coft and Charge thereof by
Warrant of Diftrefs as aforefaid, on fuch defedlive Town ; and in likeManner

from Time to Time for ever hereafter, the faid Court of General Seffions of

the Peace, are hereby impowered and directed to order the repairing, and re-

building, and keeping in good Condition the aforelaid Bridge.

Afts and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England^ Begun and Held at Bofton

uponWednefday the twenty-fixth Day of May, 1736, and continued by

feveral Prorogations unto Wednefday the twenty- fourth Day of November

following, and then met.

CHAP. I.

Aft A6t to preventthe tearing and defacing

theBills ofCredit on thisProvince and the

neighbouring Governments, as alfo the

paffing of the fame after they are torn and
defaced.

'f/f/H ERE AS iy the tearing the Bills of Credit on this Province, and on

§/§/ the neighbouring Governments into Halves and ^arters,and then paffing
^^^^^^':

f f the famefo torn and defaced, manyFrauds have been committed by taking

mdjoining Bills of a lower Denomination to thofe of a higher Denomina-

tion, andfo uttering and paffing thefame ; and likewife Parts effalfe and counter-

feit Bills in Parts feparate, or joined to Parts of true Bills, and thereby many of

His Majefifs good Subje5is of this Province have fuffered confiderable Lofi and

Bammage, and are likely to fiiffer more :

For Prevention whereof

:

TBc it enacted ftp W^xctWtntv tfte ®otjetnour. Council anti Ke* .

prefentatitjes in General Court affemfalcD, anD ftgm auttojitp of ofSJ™/.
tl)C fame, That whofoever lliall after the Publication of this Aft, prekime bidden to

'

to tear or deface any of the Bills of Credit on this Province, or the neighbour- pafi.

ing



'Ami Regni Regis G E O R G I J, II. Decimo^ i73^-

308 ^rigtnal Summons.
ing Governments, njiz. {New Hampjhire, ConneSlicut, or Rhode- IJland) or to ut-

ter and pafs, after the 6rft Day of June next, any fuch Bills in Quarters or

Halves, every fiich Perfon being convided thereof before any one of His Ma-
jefty's Juftices of the Peace in the County where the Offence fhall be commit-

ted, or ^he Perfon offending lives, fhall forfeit the Sum of forty Shillings, to

be applied the one Half to the Ufe of the Town where the Convi6tion fhall

be made ; the other Half to the Profecutor : And in Cafe the Offender fhall

be unable to pay the Fine and Cofts of Profecution, then he or fhe Ihall fuffer

— , feven Days Irnprifonment.

forbidden to -^nd the Treafurer of the Province fhall not after the firftDay of July next,

receive Parti receive as {^ayment for any publick Debts or otherwife into the Treafury,three
of Bilii after Qiiarters, Halves o' Qiiarters of Bills of any Denomination, unlefs the Perfon
^""''

offering the Part or Parts of fuch Bills, make Oath before him Cwho is im-

Unlefj Oath powered to admirii'ler the fame) in the Words following, viz.

be inade,&»., '^J'Oti A. B. do /wear, nat you did not receive this garter of « twenty

X Shilling Pdl by itfelf, hut received the whole twenty Shilling BiU,andthat

it -was torn by Accidentfinre it came into your Poffeffion. So help you GOD.
Or has made the fame Oath, mutatis mutandis, according to the Parts andValue
of the Bills Lorn, Lefoie one of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace, who Ihall

certify the fame to the Province Treafarer under his Hand.

IBe it fFitt^^r enactet) bi? tt)c aut&o|itp afojefaiD, That aii the Bills

Parts of Billi of Credit on tnis ?rovmce tliat are torn inHalves and Quarters,{hall be brought
to be exchan- [^x.0 the Treafury forthwith, to be exchanged for the Value of the Parts of faid
*' Bills fo foon as the Treafarer (hall be fupplied with a fufficient Number ofnew

Bills for exchanging the fame.

Jnd for the Ends aforefaid,

Thi. Aato .
'^^ *^ enactCD tip t&e autbOlitp afO?efaiD, That this Aa fhall be read

be read in '" ^^^ anniverfa.y Meetings of the feveral Towns of this Province in March
Town-Meet- next,

tng in Match.
'

• —

—

—

CHAP. II.

An Ac^iformaklngmoreeffediialProvifion

for the Service of OriginalSummonsupon
njean Procefs.

w HERE AS in and by an A5i made andpaffed in the thirteenth Tear of
the Reign of His Majejly King William the third, it is provided, " Th^t

Preamble. " original Procefs may be by Summons, Capias or Attachment", and fame
Difputeshave arifen with RefpeSi to the Manner of fervingjuch Summons,which
hath been attended with many Inconveniencies :

For Remedy whlreof -,

25e it enactcn bp Us €rcencnc? t&c (J^ouemour, Council ano iSe^

arMnais'
"^ P^^f^nt^titJes iti <3znztnl Court affcmtJlcD, ann t»g ti)e autljoiitp of

moni"Lft at^
^^^ fantg, That the Service of an original Summons upon any Perfon, either

the Defen- '" h'S private Capacity, or in the Capacity of Executor or Adminiftrator, or

dant*. Houfe any Other Qtialification whatfoever, fliall be as good and valid in Law, to all

to be a fuffi- Intents and Purpofes whatfoever, by an attefted Copy of fuch Summons being
cicnt Service

jpfj ^y the Officer at the Houfe or ufual Place of Abode of the Defendant, at

leaft fourteen Days before the fitting of the Court, as if he had been ferved

therewith in his own Perfon.

nffoviCo
Provided, That if the Defendant againft whom fuch Suit; is brought, be out

'
; . 'of the Province at the Time of fuch Service, he fhall have the fame Benefit

,, , ^

as to a Cqntinuance of the Adion, as is by Law provided in Suits whereGoods
,..: and other Eftate is attached.

CHAP.



'JmoRegni Regis G E O R G I J, II, Decimo,' 173^.

3^ti5D-22la^s. ICotbii 1In!jabitant5* 3^9

CHAP. III.

AnAd inadditiontoanAAlntitled,y4;2^SiGiic3i;

for High-Ways.

WHER EAS inandhy an A^ Intitkd, An A<51 in Addition to an Aft
Intided, An A61 for High-Ways, made and pajjed in the Jirjl 2'earof^"^^^^^''

the Reign of His frefent Majefty, it is enafted, " That no private IVay orJVays

laid out by the Sele5i-Men of a Townjhall be efleemedprivate Ways for fiuhTo-wny

nor committed to Record, unlefs fiiCh 1'own at their annual Meeting in March,

flmll by a major Vote allow and approve thereof :
" But no Provifion is madefor

'

applying for Remedy to the Jujlices of the General Sejfiens of the Peace zvhen any

Town unreafonably refufes to allow and approve of any private Way laid out as

nforefaid, and to put the fame on Record ; which may be very detrimental to j>ar-

ticiilar Perfons defiring the fame :

For Remedy whefeof :

TBe it enactctJ bg fjis (Srcellencp tfje (©oaetnour, Council ann Ee-
prcfentatiucs in ©cnecal Court aflfemtJlcD, ano bg t!)e autboiitj? of

X^Z fantC, That when any Town fhall unreafonably refufe or delay to allow

and approve of any private Way laid out by the Sele6l-Men, and to put the Perfoni ag."

lame on Record, that then and in fuch Cafes anyPerfon or Perfons who think g"«''i,'l ^1

themfelves aggrieved hereat, may have Liberty to make their Application to refufinTto

the Court of General SefTions of the Peace held for that County in which the allow a pri-

Way lies (provided it be within twelve Months from the Refufal or Delay of ^ate Way,

faid Town) who are hereby authorized and impowered by aCommittee of dif-
'"^hcGenc'

interefled Perfons whom they fhall appoint, to lay out, or caufe to be laid out, ral Seffiom"

fuch particular or private Ways within or for fuch Town as may be petitioned for Relief,

for as aforefaid, fo as no Dammage be done to any particular Perfon in .his

Land or Propriety, without due Recompence to be made, either by theTown

if it be of general Benefit, or otherwife by fuch of the Inhabitants as have the

Benefit thereof, and defire the fame, as fhall be adjudged and ordered by the

Juftices in their Seffions as aforefaid -, and faid Court are hereby authorized and

impowered to inquire into the Dammages by a Jury, to be fummoned for that

Purpofe by the Sheriif or Coroner, as the Cafe may require, and fliall make up

Judgment with Refpedl to the Dammages according to Verdidl of that Jury,

which Judgment fhall be final.

CHAP. IV.

AnAd in further addition to an Adl dired-
ing the Admiflion of Town Inhabitants,

made and pafled in the thirteenth Year of
the Reign of King William the third.

^]1>C it cnacten b^ bis CrceUencg tbe (^obcrnour, Council antJ
^, ^

JHy iReptcfentatib'cs in General Court alTembleD, anD bg tbe
,^°b= cmT"*^^

^UtbOlitg of tbC fame. That the Inhabitants of the feveral Towns tajncd in 3

within this Province, who fhall receive admit and entertain any Perfon or Town abore

Perfons not being Inhabitants of fuch Towns, either as Inmates, Boarders or tw^ntjr Day»,

Tenants in the Houfe where fuch Perfon dwells, or in any other Houfe of his J*"""^'
?'^"

whatfoever, within this Province, or under any other Qualifications, for more to thcSelca-
than the fpace of twenty Days, and fhall not in writing under their Hands, Men, Gpc,

give an Account to one or more of the Seleft-Men, or the Town Clerk of fuch

Town, of all fuch Perfon or Perfons fo received, admitted or entertained by
them,
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them, wich the Time they firft received them, and the Piace from whence they
. laft came, together with their Circumftances as far as they can, fhall for every

Penalty. fych Neglect, forfeit and pay the Sum oiforty Shillings^ to be recovered by
Bill, Plaint or Information, before any Jultice of the Peace, or in any of His
Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province ; the one Plalf of the faidFine

to be employed to and for the Ufe of the Poor of theTown where fuch Offence
fliallbecommitted, theotherHalf tohimorthem that fhall inform and fue for the

fame ; and they fhall be liable to anfwerallCharges that may arife in thefaidTown,
by receiving and entertaining fuch Perfon or Perfons as aforefaid,to be recovered
by theTownTreafurer, or Seleft-Men where no Town Treafjrer is appointed.

Charge of who are hereby refpedtively impowred to bring an Adlion accordingly.

lon^hoJio ^"l" ^^ it furtfjer enacteD bpm autboiitp afoiefaiD, That all Coft

be paid. ^nd Charges arifing by warning any fuch Perfons as are not Inhabitants out of
Town, entring the Caution, or carrying them out of Town, fhall be defreyed

and paid by thofe who received and entertained fuch Perfon or Perfons in their

Hoiifes as aforefaid, and fhall be recovered by the Town Treafurer, or Seleft-

Men, where no Treafurer is appointed, who are hereby refpedively impowered
Accompt of to bring an Aftion accordingly.
Charge to be And the Town Treafurer or Seleft-Men of the refpeftive Towns in this

^^^^'^g"^^^'' Province, are hereby direfted and ordered, before they bring their Aftion, to

Treafurer or exhibit to fjch who receive and entertain any Perfon or Perfons in their Floufes

$:lca Men. as aforefaid, an Account of the Charge arifing thereby ; and upon refufing to

pay the fame within five Days, they fliall be liable to pay faid Charge, and
be deprived of any Benefit by their Notification, tho' given within the twenty

Days as aforefaid.

CHAP. V.

An kdi for the more effediial preventing

and punifhing of Theft.

WHEREAS the Punijhments already provided hy Law againft fiealing^

have proved ineffeSIual, and even thofe that have fuffered the Penalty in

fuch Cafes, have beenfo bold and hardy As to perpetrate their JVickednefs a fecond

and even a th\vdi Time

:

For the more effeftual preventing whereof ;

IBe it enacteu bpW <JB]cccUcncp t&e (^oucrnour. Council anB Ee

Preamble.

Second Theft
tjcefetitatities in (S^enetal Court affcmWco, anD bp iU autbputp of

edt?rmW the fame. That from and after the firft Day of May next, if any P(irfonwho

ori.heGal-^ ftands convift upon Record, either before a Juftice of the Peace or in any

I0W1& whip. Court of General Seffions of the Peace within this Province for ftealing, fliall

P'"^' after that prefume to fteal any Money, Goods or Chattels, to the Value oiforty

Shillings lawful Money, and be thereof convift by due Courfe of Law, before

the Court of Aflize and General Goal Delivery, holden within any of the

Counties of this Province, he or they for fuch Offence, flrall, befidcs paying

treble the Value of fuch Money, Goods or Chattels fo ftolen to the Party in-

jured, tpgether with Coft and Charges of Profecution, be fet upon theGallows

for the fpace of one Hour, with a Rope about his Neck, and one End thereof

call over the Gallows, and be feverely whipt, not exeeeding thirty Stripes.

^,. ^, , anD be it futtbec enactcD bg tbe Sutbontg afoicfaiD, That if any

Third Theft
p^j.j-^^ convifted of a fecond Theft, in Manner as aforefaid, fliall prefume a

Sch De«h third Time to Ileal any Money, Goods or Chattels, to the value of threePoimds

lawful Money, an4 be thereof convift by due Courfe of Law, he ihall be ad-

judged to fu^er the Pains of Death, without Benefit of Clergy.
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An Adl for the better regulating of the

Service of Executions, as well by Sheriffs

as Coronersanore efpecially in the remote
Counties of the Province,

TA? HERE AS the Supcrioiir Court of Judicature, Court of Jjfize and Ge- Pfeamble:

V V nerd Goal Delivery, fits hut oiice in the j'ear, in many of theCounties of

this Province, fo that E>:ecutions upon Judgments obtained in thofe Counties {at the ^ ^ v.

Superiour Court) are returnable but once a Tear, whereby the Creditor is or may ^^1 "wTw-l
he kept for a long T'ime out of his jujl Debt, ivbile in the other Counties of tbcPro- i.-Mua;Si/. ,if

•vince the Writs are returnable every ftx Months : • '

15e it tfjerefoje cnactcn t)pbi0 Crcellenc^ tSc (^ouemour^Coimcil
aniJ Eeprefcntatiues in General Court affembleD, ano by ttjc Exccatiom

Sutbolit^^ of tl)e fame, That from and after, the Publication of this Aft, the to be retum-

Clerks of the Superiour Court of Judicature, Cburt of Affize and General Goal ^onthi
Delivery, are hereby authorized and directed to make all Executions on Judg-

ments obtained at the faid Courts in fuch Counties where the laid Court fits but

once in the Year, returnable into the Clerk's Office, at the End of fix Months Alias Execn-

from the Date thereof -, and the Clerks of
,
faid Courts are further authorized tion$ then ro

upon the return of fuch Execution, to renew or make out an alias Execution b=iya<leout

for the whole, or the remainder, as the Cafe may be, returnable at the next
*" ^

*'

Superiour Court, to be held in and for fuch County.

. Jnd whereas it has been thought warrantable for the Sheriff or Coroner that

have, by Virtue of Executions to them committed, after they have taken the Whole

or Part of the Debt, to detain the fame from the Creditor until the Return of the

Execution

:

: , For Remedy whereof:

15e it futtfjer enacten bg ti)c autto^itp afoiefaiD, That when and Money levied

To often as any Sheriff or Coroner fiiall have levied or taken the Whole or Part
^^tfo'^b^de?

of the Debt, by Virtue of the Execution, he fhall within twelve Hours after tained in the

the Receipt of faid Money, deliver the fame to the Plaintiff, Creditor, or any OfficerHands,-

Perfon authorized by him, upon Demand being made thereof in the Town
where the Officer dwells : And in Cafe the Demand is made in another Town
in faid County, then he (hall be allowed forty eight Hours to pay the fame :

And upon his Neglefl; or Refufal as aforefaid, fhall forfeit to the Creditor, tre- Penalty for

ble the lawful Intereft of the Sum fo takenand detained by the Sheriff or Coro-
^"e'^d ^m"n-

ner, being convided thereof, before the Court where the Writ of Execution is "l^^^
^""^ "

returnable.

CHAP. VII.

AnAft obliging the Coroners within the fe-

veralCounties ofthisProvince to giveSecu-

rityfor the duePerformance oftheirOffice.
WHEREAS by Virtue offeveral AEls or Laws of this Province, the Co-

roners of the Counties are enabled in fome Cajes to ferve and execute Writs Preamble.

in Civil AStions, as well original as judicial, but are not obliged to give Bondfor
the faithful Difcharge of that Trujl ; whereby the Creditor or Plaintiff in fuch

Procefs may be in Danger offuffering Dammage :

R r 55e
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"— iBe it tF)ercfo?e enacteD by i)iS(2BrccUencp tbe <Soti£rncur , Council
anoiRcprefciuatiiocs in($cnccalCourtairemt)leD,ant!{33 tbeautfto^itj?

Qfti)Z fame, That from and after the twenty-fifth Day of March, which will
Coroneri to be in the Year of our Lord One Thoiifand feven Hundred and thirty feven, no

fir'e the"**

*"" ^°''°"^'' ^^^^ '^^^^ Authority to ferve any Procefs or Writ, original or judi-

f«»c Wtiif. ^''*'» ''^*^' ^° ^''" direfted, until fuch Time as fuch Coroner fhaJl have given
fufficient Security, for his faithful Behaviour, in the ferving and executing all

fuch Writs as aforefaid, as fhall be committed to him, purfuant to the Laws
of this Province, to the Satisfaftion of the General Seffions of the Peace in the

County where fuch Coroner lives ; the Bond to be made payable to the Trea-
.iiilmn-'^ furer of fuch County, for the Ufe and Benefit of the Perfon or Perfons that

may be injured by the Failure of the Coroner in that Behalf.

Corofierian- 3nD 60 it fUrtfiCV ZmM t^ tU ZlXthOltt^ afOiefaiD, That the feve-

fwerablc for ral Coroners within this Province fhall be anfwerable in the Law for their ref-

tJjeirDeputiei peftive Deputies, in the fame Manner that the Sheriffs within this Province are

anfwerable by Law for their refpeftive Under-SherifFs andDeputies,withRefpe£t

to the due Execution of their OfEce.

AiSts and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly ofHis Majefly's Province

of the MaJJachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton upon
Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day oi May ij ^ y. and continued by Proro-

gation and Adjournments to Wednefday the thirtieth Day of November
following.

CHAP. I.

~

An Aft in Addition to an Ad Intitled.An

A<ft for direfting how Rates and Taxes,

to be granted by the General Affembly,as
'

; v: alfb County, Town and Precind Rates

fhall be affeffed and collefted.

WH E R E A S in and by an ASi made andpals'"d by the Great and GenC'

ralAJfembly, in the fourth Tear of His Majefty'sReign, it was provided^
" That when and fo often as the Treafurer of tha Province fhall fend out his

" Warrant of Diftrefs againft any defedtive Conffables, Sheriff or Under-She-
" riff, the Officer executing the fame, fhall deflrain and levy the Lands or.Te-
** nements of faid defeftive Conflable, Sheriff or his Deputy for their or any of
" their Defaults, in not colleding or not paying into the Treafury, any Sum
'' or Sums of Money, which ought to be by them colledted,ievied and paid in

" as aforefaid, and caufe due Apprizement to be made of any Houfes orLands
*' fo levied, by the Oath of two or three Freeholders in the fame County,
" (which Oath any Juflice of thePeace is hereby impowered to adminifter) and
" after Apprizement to make Sale of fuch Houfes and Lands, and give good
*' and lawful Deed or Deeds for the fame •,

" which Apprizement and Sale, not

hemg fufficient to fecure the Fro'since, County or Towns wherefuch Lands or Tene-

ments lie :

For Remedy whereof :

'Bz it enactetj lipW ^rccllcncp t&e (©oioernour, Council antj He*
prefentatities in (general Court alTcmbleD, anD tig tiie autDojitp of

tfjZ iHttlZy That when and fo often as any Warrant of Diftrefs fliall be fent

forth by the Treafurer of the Province, or Treafurer of any County,. Town or
*

Precind,

Preamblfi
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PreciniSt, to the Sheriff or his Deputy, or to the Coroner, to levy the Lands or Houfci aud

Tenements ofanydefeftive Con liable. Sheriff or Deputy, in fiich Cafe it fhall
f;^";^* ^^^

'"

be lawful for the Officer executing fuch Warrant of Diftrefs, upon Ap- ftablc», &c.

prizement made as aforefaid, to make Sale of fuch Houfes and Lands to taken on Exe-

the higheft Bidder, and give good and lawful Deed or Deeds for the fame ;
c'i"on fo be

having firft given publick Notice of Time and Place of Sale at leaft thirtyDays "

in the Town where fuch Lands or Tenements lie, as alfo in the two adjacent

Towns : And in Cafe the Produce of fuch Houfes or Lands fhall not fatisfy-

the Sum or Sums mentioned in faid Warrant or Warrants of Diftrefs, together . ...
^^^ ._,

with reafonable Charges arifing thereon, then the Treafurer fending forth fuch
fjcij-nt thcBo-

Warrant, fhall ilTue an alias Execution or Warrant for fuch remaining Sum or dy o( fuch

Sums ; and the Officer executing the fame, for want of Eftate, fhall take the Conftable.Scc

Body of fuch defective Conflable, Sheriff orDeputy, and him commit unto His t°''='*''^"'

Majefliy's Goal in theCounty whereto he belongs, until he fhall pay the fame.

_
CHAP. 11.

''

An Adl to enable the Proprietors of the

feveral Tovvnfhips lately granted by the

GeneralCourtto raifeMoneys for defray-

ing the Charges of fettling the fame.

WH E R E A S the Proprietors or prefent PoJJefors of feveral T'owufhipi

granted by this Court., have paffed Votes for the raiftng feveral Sums of „ ..

Money upon their Rights or Lots, to defray the necejjary Charges of bringing for-

ward the Settleinent of thefaid Townfhips ; which Votes have not been complied

with by the feveral Proprietors, nor is there anyMethod as yet prefcribed to render

the faid Votes effe5liial, or other Votes which the Proprietors may hereafter make :

15e it t^ecefoie enacteo bpfjig Ci-ceUcncp t&e^oticrnout. Council
anti Eeprefematioeg in (General Court aiTemblcn, ano bg tl)e

9UtI)0?itp of tf)C fame. That when any Perfon or Grantee of fuch new Plan- Landiofdei

tation or Townfhip already granted by this Court, where the Condition of the I'nquent

Grant is not fulfilled, fhall negledl or delay to pay the Treafurer orCommittee ^t""^"'.
*"

of fuch Townfhip fuch Sum or Sums of Money, as fhall be from Time toTime Townfliipj to

voted to be raifed on their Lands or Rights, for thirty Days after fuch Rate or be fold, in

Tax is made and publifhed in the Shire Town of theCounty where fuchLands ^^f^*

lie, and in the Town where the Clerk of fuch Proprietors fhall live, as alfo in

fuch otherTown orTowns as have heretofore been,or as the faidProprietors fhall

appoint, for the notifying of Meetings ; and in thirty Days after, the Grantee

or his Afiigns may be notified thereof by advertifing the fame in one or more
of the News-Letters ; that then the Committee chofen by fuch new Plantation

or Townfhip,or the major Part of them, may and hereby are fully impowered

at a publick Vendue (Notice thereof in the publick Prints as aforefaid being

given) to fell fuch delinquent ProprietorsLots and afterRights in faidTownfhips

to fuch Perfon or Perfons as may appear to give mofl for the fame,and will give

Bond to the Committee, or other Perfon appointed by theGeneral Court to take

Bond for the Performance of the Conditions of the original Grant, and the ori-

ginal Grantee fhall have his former Bond given up and delivered him if he de-

fire the fame ; the Money arifing on fuch Sale to be applied for the defraying Difpofition

fuch delinquent Proprietors Rate orTax -, and the0verplus,if any there be (after °t'!"^'^c'^'?"

all Charges arifing about the fame are fubdufted) fhall be paid, the one Half to ** "'^ *
*"

the Treafurer of faidTownfhip for the general Ufe and Service ofthe faidTown- ''' '

Ihip, and the rcfidue to the faid delinquent Proprietor, his Heirs or AfTigns.

R r 2 freviiei^
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Bills of^ttmt.

Preamble.

Provided always^ That if fuch Proprietors are not Inhabitants of this Pro-

Provifo. vince, that then there be referved to them, their Heirs or AlFigns, a L,iberty of

Redemption of fuch Rights, they paying the Purchafer or Grantee, or theif

refpeftive Heirs, within fix Months, fuch Sum as the Lands fold for, with tha

Colts arifen by Improvement made thereon, and double Intereft, until the fam^;

be redeemed.

Provided alfo. That where any Grantee has brought forward a Settlement,

Provifo. and is in the aftual Poflfeffion of his Right, that then and in fuchCafe fo much
only, and no more, of his Right fhall be fold as may be fufficient to defray filcW

Proprietors Rate, and the Charges arifing on the Sale.
''

: _

—

.
^4.

Afts and Laws, -^ •

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly ofHis Majeily's Province

of the MaJJachiifetts-Bay in Nevj-England, Begun and Held ax Bofton upon
Wednefday the thirty-firft Day oiMay 1738. and continued by Proroga-

tions onto Wednefday the twenty-ninth Day ox November following. *

' C H A P. I.

' ^

AnA£t for better fecuring the Value of the
Bills ofpublick Credit on this Province.

Y'MJTHeAeJS the Emiffion ofgreat S^iantities of Bills of publick Credit^

t/l^ i^'iti>out certain Provifion for their Redemption by laivful Money in con-

f f veiiient.lime, have already flript us of all our Money, and brought them
'""'•'^"

.
- - into Contempt, to the great Scandal of the Government ; and for ths

Remedy thereof, this Province have fixed the Value of their Bills in laivfulMoney,

and the Time of their Redemption in One Thoufand feven Hundred and forty'

one -, yet\ the. neighbouring Governments, whofe Bills have been received by the In-'

habitants of this Province prowifcuoufly with our own, have taken no Care to fix

any certain lvalue qn theirs, and by that Means our good Intention may befruftra-

ted, unlefs fpecial Provifion in this Cafe be made :

p«foni for. ^g it;tforefo?e enactcB bp fjis^rccllencp the (^oisernour , Council

TcdJZu mmmmnmms uKScneralCourtairemblccanDOy tfjeaiittoiiti?

orithc Neigh Of tf)^ faill^, That no Perfon fhall hereafter utter, or offer to put off, take or

boufing Go- receive any Bill or Bills of Credit on any of the neighbouring Governments,

wr'^^d'
r""'

'•^^^ ^^'^^^ ^^^ ^^^ °^ ^'^^-^ ^^^ '^^^^ been, or hereafter fliall be emitted, unlefs

j^ay 1-^8. they are made redeemable by lawful Money upon good Security, (and it fo

appear by the Tenor, and upon the Face of the Bill) v/ithin ten Years after

Penalty.- their firfl Emiffion, on Pain of forfeiting ten Pounds for every luch Bill fo ut-

tered or offered to be put off, or taken, or received in Payment of any Debt,

Purchafe of any Goods, or for any valuable Confideration v/hatfoever ; to be

recovered by Adlion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any Court of

Record •, one Half to the Ufe of him that fhall inform and iue for the lame.,-

and the other Half to the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where the Olience

fhall be committed.

Encourage- 3nlJ tt It fUttlbCV CnaftCD, That any Perfon that fliall utter or receive

any of the Bills aforefaid, and fliall firft inform againft, and profecute the other

Party concern'd therein, fo that he be convifl; of uttering or receiving fuch

Biljs,' the faid Profecutor or Informer fliall be indemnified from the Penalty in

this Aft, and fliall likewife be intitled to one Half of the Forfeiture as bcforo

expreffed.

Provided, That all Suits or Profecutions for any Breaches of this A61 flialt

commence within twelve Months from the Time the Offence is committed.

ment to the

Intormer,

Provifo.

.»?teS»';*.t> CHAP.
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__£)pprcfrton of 2Dct)to;fig. ^ropn'eto^iS. 3;;

CHAP. II.

An Aft in Addition to an A£l for the Re-

lief of and to prevent the Oppreffionof
Debtors*

Xl^HERE AS the Merchamiize^TrrJe and Bf/mefs of New-England, hath Prcambh.
_

y \ for many I'ears paft, till this %mc^ been managed by Bills ofpublick Cre-

dit, as well on the neighbouring Governments as on this Province -, -which have by

Courtefy fromifcuoujly ferved as a Medium of Exchange, and have been alike uni-

verfally fajs'd in all Payments :

25e it tf)erefoie enaeten tjp f)i.g(ZBi;cellencp t|)E ©oDernour, Council
anB lReprefentatit5e0 in iSeheral (ZTourt airembleD, anD bj) tljc au^
tt)0?itg of VQZ faniC, That no Inhabitant of this Province for any Debt here- Bills of rhe

tofore contracted, or hereafter to be GontracT:ed, with any of the Inhabitants
"5'g'^t'°"'''"5

r 1 -11 r- r ^^7- ,- , 7 , , • , , ,- Government*
of the neighbouring (jovernments or Jye-iv- England, by Specialty or otherwiie, ,0 aniVer

thatmay bedifcharged by theBills of publickCreditonthisProvince,fliallbefued, Specialties to

or have his Perfon or Eftate taken by mean Procefs, or in Execution, where
'J^^

Crcduoc

fuch Debtor lliall tender the Payment of his juft Debt in fuch Bills of publick
habifain o*"*

Credit on that Government to which his Creditor belongs, as were emitted be- fuch Govcrti-

fore the twenty- fifth of March lafl", but fuch Creditor fhall be obliged to accept meiu.

the fame, or be for ever barred from any further Demands of fuch Debt ; un-

lefs the Creditor f!:iall make Oath that the Debtor bona fide, received, in Con-

fideration of the Debt fued for, Bills of Credit on this Province, either in
S^^'"'g'_^

whole or in Part ; in which Cafe theDebtor fliall pay the fame proportionably

in fuch Province Bills.—- _____
AnA£): in addition to anAd made in the ele-

venthYearofHisMajefty'sReignJntitled,

An Ad toenabiethe Proprietors of the (e-

veral Townihips lately granted by theGe-

neral Court, to raife Moneys for defreying

the Charges of fettling the fame.

WH E R E A S in and by faid Ail Provifion is only made for the en-

forcing the Payment of fuch Siini or Sums of Money as floall befronvTime Pfjamble.

to 'Time hereafter voted to be raifed, which not being fufficiefil to anfwer of effeSi

the End propofed :

IBz it tf)etefo?c cnactcn tjj?W ^rccllencp tU ©onemout. Council
anD IReprefentatitJcs in (©eheralCouct affemtilcri, ano Ijg tlje autbo^ Lands of de^

^itp of tijC fame, That when any Grantee ot Proprietor of fuch new Planta- lirquent Pro-

tion or Townlhip, which is already or that fliall hereafter be granted, where P^i-tortt m

the Conditions of the Grant are not fulfilled, fliall negleft or delay to pay unto ^o Jlfs*o be
the Treafurer or Committee of fuch Townlhip, fuch Sura or Sums of Money fold tor pi),

as by the Proprietors thereof have heretofore been voted to be railed, as well ing Taxci.

as thofe that hereafter fliall be voted to be railed upon their Lands or Rights,

for thirty Days after flich Rate or Tax is made or publiflied as in and by faid

Aft is direfted, and the Sale be notified in the Boflon Gazette twenty Days be-

fore the fame be made : The Committee chofen by ilich new Plantation or

Townfhip, or the major Part thereof, are hereby fully impovvred to proceed in

the Sale of fuch delinquent Pfoprietbts Lands, as iti and by laid A(ft is already

made and provided.

C II A P,
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316 cyecuto^s. gZUetsDts atiD kH^eaiucciS.
'^'^''

"^

CHAP. IV.

An Ad for the more efFedual obliging of
Executors to Inventory the Eftate of their

Teftators.

WHEREAS notwithftanding theVrovifion by Law heretofore made. Ex?
tutors many Times refitfe to Inventory the Ejtate of their Tejlators, to the

great Difadvantage and Injury of the Creditors and Legatees of the Deceafed :

J5e it tfjctefoie enacteo bpW CrccUcncp tbe^otiernouc, Council

Exccutori to atiD iaeptefcntatitics in ®enetal Couct affemtJleo, ano bg tbe au=
giTc in an In- tf)0?itp Of t|)C fam0. That every Executor that hath or fhall take thatCharge
vcntory. upon him, and againft the Tenor of the Law in that Cafe provided, fhall here-

after negled to give in a full and true Inventory of the whole Eftate of the De-
ceafed, fo far as is then come to his Hands or Knowledge, being duly ferved

with a Citation from the Judge of Probate to that Purpofe, fhall ftand char-

geable with all the Debts and Legacies of his Teftator, as his own properDebts

;

and over and above the Penalty already provided, fhall forfeit the Sum ofOne
Hundred Pounds a Month, for every Month's Negleft thereof ; to be reco-

Penalty of vered by any uncertain or refiduary Legatee of the faid Teftator, by Aftion of

Month" nS ^^'^'' ^'"' P'^'""^ or Information in any Court of Record, and to be equally

l^et, divided between the faid uncertain and refiduary Legatees, excluding fuch Ex-
ecutor from any Part thereof.

'

CHAP. V.

An Aftin further addition to anAftlntitled,

AnA3for the dueRegulation ofWeightsand
Meafures, made in the fourthYear ofthqir
late Majefties King lVillia?n and Queen
Mary.

WYf^ it cnacten 6pW (ffrccllcncp tl)C <5oUEi:nour, Council ann
Town, to be zo Eeprefentatities in General Court alTemblcD, anD tjp tijcau*
furniflifd ^^ tbO|itp afO^efaiD, That each Town within this Province fhall within
with Wine fix Months next after the Publication of this Act, be further provided with one

ca urei.
Yf'me Gallon and one Wine Qtiart, to be kept and ufed only as Standards in

fuch Towns. And the Sele£t-Men of every flich Town, whofe Standards of

Standard! of
Beams, Weights and Meafures have not within three Years laft paft been tried

Weighti and and proved by the Province Standards, fhall on or before the firfl Day oijune
Meafur;i to next, fend all the Beams, Weights and Meafures, which fuch Town is, either
be triedanew.

f^y j.]-jjg q^ ^^y other former Aft, obliged to keep as Standards, into the Pro-

vince Treafury, and there have them tried, proved and fealed as the Law di-

Pcnalcy. refts, on Penalty of forfeiting the Sum of fifty Pounds ; one Moiety to his

Majefty towards the Support of the Government within this Province, and the

other Half to him or them who fhall inform and fue for the fame. And every

Town fhall once in every five Years have their Standards tried and proved by
the publick Standards, on Penalty of forfeiting the like Sum of fifty Founds for

the Ufes aforementioned. The Forfeitures and Penalties aforementioned to

be recovered by Aftion, Bill, Plaint or Information, in any of His Majefly's

Courts of Record within this Province, or by Prefentment of the Grand Jury,

who are required to prefent all Breaches of this Aft.

Provided

15. 12 If^. ca.
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Provided always. That in Cafe the Juftices of the Peace at their SefTions in Provifo tor

either of the Counties within this Province, fhall at the Charge of fuchCounty ^°™'>' ^''^^'

procure for Standards, a Beam and all fuch Weights and Meafures, as are di-

refted by Law to be kept in the Province Treafury, and fhall once every five

Years try and prove them by the Province Standards, any Town may have

their Standards tried and proved by the Standards of the County wherein fuch

Towns lie, and it fhall be accounted as fufficient and valid as if tried and

proved by the Province Standards. The faid Standards to be kept by the

County Treafurer, who fhall have thefameFee for proving and fealing Weights

and Meafures as is by Law allowed to the Province Treafurer.

9nti be it enafteo ftp tJ)e autl)0?itp afoiefaiD, That the Sealer duly
Jl^",^"/*^

'*

appointed in each Town within this Province from Time to Time, is hereby their War-

direfted and impowered, inftead offending out his Warrant in the Month of rantjforbring-

Jpril, to fend forth his Warrant fometime in the Month of May annually to '"^^"^j"'

the Conftable or Conftables, requiring him or them to warn all the Inhabitants ^^^^ ftaled!*

of fuchTowns, to bring in both the greqt and fmallBeams,Weights andMeafures,

which they make ufe of, at fuchTimeandPlaceas he fhall appoint. And fuch

Conftables are hereby obliged within fix Days, after having received fuchWar-

rant, to warn all the Inhabitants,and return to the Sealers a Lift of all Perfons io

fummoned.
And each Sealer and Conftable neglefting his Duty herein, fliall for each Penalty foe

Negleft forfeit and pay the Sum ol forty Shillings, to be levied by Diftrefs by ScalertorCon^

Warrant from any Juftice of the Peace of the County where the Offence is
ftibleilSleglcdt

committed.

9nti be it furtber enaften bg tbe autbo?itg afojefaiD, That if any Pf-^'.fv for

Perfon (hall refufe or negledl to bring or fend in his Beams, Weights and Mea- "„ Wcigh«^
fures to the Sealers, in order to be tried and proved by the Town Standard,for and Meafures

the fpace of feven Days next after legal Warning has been given fuch Perfon to be feakd,

for that Purpofe, every Perfon fo offending fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of

fort) Shillings ; oneMoiety thereof to the Poor of theTownwhere fuchOffence

fhall be committed, and the other Moiety to the Sealer, who is hereby obliged

to inform and fue for the fame ; to be heard and determined by one or more

of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace of the County where the Offence fhall

be committed.

Jnd whereas it hath been found that the Fees already allowed by Law to the

Sealers of Weights and Meafures are infufficient :

TBe it enafteU bp tbe aUtbO?itp afO?efaiD, That every Sealei fhall be Additional

paid by the Owners of all fuch Beams, Weights, Scales and Meafiares, as fhall Feci to the

be by faid Sealer found not conformable to the Town Standard, one Penfiy over Scaler^

and above what is already allowed by Law, for each Beam, Weight and Mea-

fure, and alfo me Penny for every Beam, Weight and Meafure which fhall be

found conformable to the Town Standard upon his trying and proving them,

ani) be it furtbec enafteo bg tbe 9utbo?itg afojefaiD, That if any Fine for ex-

Perfons Ihall, after the Publication of this Ad, lell or expofe to Sale any other pofing to falc

Beams, Weights or Meafures, than fuch as have been tried, proved and fealed
VVoghti

according to Law, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum oi forty Shillings for each Meafurei noe

OjFence, for the Ufes as laft before mentioned, and to be heard and determin- (ealed.

cd by one or more of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace.
Ai9i about

ann it is berebjp furtber o^nereoanti DeclareD, That the feveraiAas wcighnand

for regulating Weights and Meafures, be publickly read in each Town at their ug"ad" t'he

anniverfary Meeting in March, from Time to Time, 2it»rcb Meet;
ingi.

A N
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3i8 farmers ofcjcdfc. XcIDn 3n!jab?tants."
An Ad,

'' Pa0ed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of the Province of the

Majfachtifetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojlon upon Wed-
nel'day the thirtieth Day of May 1739.

CHAP. VI.

An Adl: to enable the Executors or Adrni-

niftratorsofdeceafedFarmersof Excifeto
collea fiich sums as are due to them at the

Time of their Deceafe.
HERE AS the Law of this Province pafs'd in the tenth and eleventh

Years of the Reign of His pefent Majejiy King George the Second^

Preamble. Intitkd, An Acl for granting unto His Majefty an Excife upon Wines and
Spirits diftill'd, fold by Retail, and upon Lemons and Limes, has made no

Provijion how any Sum due to a Farmer of Excife, fhall be colleElcd after his De-
ceafe, by Reafon whereof Difficulties have and may arife :

I5e it tbercfoic enacteD bp fjis €rccUencp tf)e (Soi3ernoni:,CouncU

anu Eepvefentatitjqs in General Court attemfileD, anD tsp t|3C 9u=
tbOlitp Of-tf)e fame. That when any Farmer of Excife fliall die before any

Executors or Sum or Sums due to him for any Duties of Excife fhall be collefted by him,

Adminiftr..- it fhall and may be lawful for the Executors or Adminiftrators of fuch deceafed

'°"?^p^"^Y^'
Farmer or theirAttorneys fpecially appointed for that Purpofe,to colleft all fuch

tocblleaihe Sums as aforefaid,as alfo to do and perform all fuchMatters and execute all fuch

lixcifc due. Powers as the Farmer himfelf was enabled to do by any Law of this Province.

':^':i,t::/ Aflis and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Mafjachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Boflon upon
Wednefday the thirtieth Day oi May 1739. and continued by Proroga-

tions to Wednefday the fifth Day of December following.

-'~^-
' ^"^ C H A P. l7~

An Aft in Explanation offundryAiSs here-

tofore made, referring to the Admiffion of
" Town Inhabitants.
"Ik "TOtwithfianding the Provifion made by the AEl pafs'd in the twelfth and

l\l ^^'''''^^^"^^ 2''ears of King William the third, (Intitled, AnAft direding

Preamble. jL V ^^^^ Admiffion of Town Inhabitants) " That no Town fhall be ob-

liged to be at Charge for theSupport of any Perfon refiding there, un-
" lefs fuch Perfon have continued in fuch Town ('without being warned to de-
" part thencej by the fpace of twelve Months, or elfe have obtained the Ap-
" probation of the Town, or the Seleft-Men thereof for his dwelling there r

2~et inafmuch as it is not exprefly declared in what Way and Manner fuchApproba-
tion foall be given, fame Doubt hath thereupon arifen, whether the Sele£i-Mcn or

Affeffors in any Town, their rating or affffing any Perfon refiding there, to Town
Charges, and the Inhabitants reaping the Benefit of his Rate, ought not {within

.•'
^f,./'. the Meaning of the faid A51) to have the Force of an Approbation for fuch Per-

' '
'^ '

: fans dwelling there, fo far as to fubjecl fuch Town to the Charge of his Support

,1^ i^rj,., .

' in Cafe he Jiands in Need ; by Means whereoffundry Difputes and expenfive Law-
-..-..:i,; :...;. Suits have arifen and may arife unlefs prefoented by this Court : ' '-
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Coroner. 3*9

15e ittt)Btcfo?eenacter) t)j?{)t.5(2Biceiicncp tb^(^oiacntour,€ouncilant]

EepreCentatitieg in <S)enctal Court affcmbleo, anu bp tljc aut{)0?it^

of tbS fame, That no Tov/n fhall be obliged to be at Charge for the Sup- '^'^'^" ^<^^-

port of any Perfon refident in fuch Town that hath not continued there fo long
^Jl'^^^ inh^.

as to become an Inhabitant, unlefs he have obtained the Approbation of the birawiof any

Town (at a Meeting of the Inhabitants regularly affembled^ or the Approba- To*n.

tion of the Scleft-Men fat their iVIeeting; for his dwelling there ; fuch Ap-
probation of theSeleft-Men to be given in writing under their Hands "f under ^|^^'J''^^'^'"S

theHandsof the majorPart of them : And noAft of theSelefl-Men orAlTeflbrs mlkct'hcm fo

in rating or affeffing any fuch Perlon unto any Charges whatfoever,niall fubjecft

fuch Town to any Expences for his Support.

And whereas upon the firfi Paragraph in the AEl made in the fourth and fifth

Tears of his prefent Majeftfs Reign^ and likewife that made in the tenth Tear <?/ Preamble.

the fame Reign, directing the Admiffion of 'Town Inhabitants, which relates to the

Charges which the Inhabitants of any Town fJoall be liable to anfwer, who floall

admit and entertain any Perfon {not being anlnhabitant offuch Town) in hisHoufe

as Tenant or otherwife, for more than twenty Days, and fball not in writing give

fuch Account to one of the Sele£l-Men or Town-Clerk offuch Town, as infaid A^
is preferibed ; a Doubt hath arifen whether the M^ords [all Charges] are to he con-

firued to extend to the Charges offuppcrting thePerfons fo received and entertained.,

which may arife after hepall have conti^iued in fuch Town fo long as to become an

Inhabitant :

Idc it t&ercfo^e tcclaren anu cnaacB b? tu autbo?itp afo^efaiu,

That the Words [a// C/:7flrg-«] in the faid Paragraph do extend to' and include

the Charge of fupporting the Perfon fo received and entertained after he fliall

have continued his Rcfidence in fuch Town fo long as to become an Inhabi-

tant -, and that fuch Charges may be recovered at any Time after they have

arifen, although the Term limitted for the Continuance of the faid Aft or

Afts may (at the Time of bringing the SuitJ be expired.

ann it is berebg futtbcrBeclarcu ann enaaeDbptf)e3utbo?itp afo?e^ p,, p„,^,,,^

faiD, That no Forbearance of the Seleft-iVIen to warn the Perfon received and anccotthcSc-

entertained as aforefaid to depart the Town, fhall free the Inhabitant of fuch left-Men ro

Town by whom he was admitted and entertained from the Charge aforefaid,
"'*'"" ''£,•'*'"

who fliall violate the liiid Acl by negiefting to give Account or Notice inMan- °o| °l ^ "^^ifc

ner as is therein direfted. And each Perfon offending (inViolation of faid Ad; thofe tharen-

fhall be liable toanfwerthe whole of the Charge incurred for the Relief of the f^ftain thcmj

Perfon by him admitted and entertained as aforefaid ; and all fuch Charcrcs are

and ought to be underflood and accounted to have arifen and accrued to the

Town by Reafjn only of fuch his Mifdeed and Negledl ; any others in like

Manner offending notwithffanding.

And that the feveral A£ls aforefaid, are and were intended as herein ex-

plained, and ought always io to be underffood and put in Execution.

CHAP. II

AnAft in addition toanA£lIntided, AnAcfl:

in further addition to the feveral AQis
or Laws of this Province relating to the
Office and Duty of a Coroner.

^Wj H E R E AS fame of theCoroners within thisProvlnce have of lategreatly Preamble.

V * 'multiplied theirDeputics,and tinder Colour offuchDeputatton, Perfons have
pretended to be exemptedfrom Duties and Services whereto byLaw they are liable:

S f
,

'

XC
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320 %mit<Uion of Zttwm,

15e it t&erefoie enacten b?W ®rccilcnc|) t&e ®oi3etnouc,Councii
anDEepcefentatities in^enccalCouit aaembleD,anD b^ tbeautbo-^itg

Coronerj not Of f^jg fSlTlC, That from and after the firftDay of March next,no Coroner (Tiall
to appomtDe- ^^^^ Power to appoint a Deputy otherwife than for a particular neceffary Oc-

part^cuiafOc cafion, and after fuch Deputy's Service therein his Power fhall ceafe ; and that

cafioni. all Deputy Coroners that may have received a general Deputation before the

No Coroners ^^^^ ^^^ ^^V °^ March, their Deputation fhall be of no Force or Virtue aftei;

Deputies to the faid Term, but fhall then ceaie and be determined, and no Perfon undef
be excafcd Pretence of any fuch Deputation, fhall beexcufed from any Duties or Services
ffomDatiei.

vvhatfoever which he may by Law be 9therwife pbliged or liable to.
,

CHAP, iir^

~ ~
'

An A£t for Limitation of Aftions and for

avoiding Suits in Law where the Matter
is of long ftanding.

Preamble. T7^7 HERE JS'ii is highly reafonMe, and conduces much to the Peace ani

V V Welfare of the SubjeS that a certain and reafonable 'Time Jhould be fet

for the profecuting of AEiions :

IBc it t&erefoie cnaaeo &}> fjisCrceUcncp ti)C(^oDcrnour, Couhcil
anD iRepvefcntatit)e0, in General Court aiGTemblcD, ano tip tijc au*

Time limited tf)Olitg Of t{)C faitlE, That the feveral Adions hereafter mentioned, which
for bringing fhaJl be brought at any Time after the End of this prefentSeffion of the Gene-
Aaioni.

j.^j Court, fliall be commenced within the Time and Limitation hereafter ex-

prefled : That is to fay, Adtions of Trefpafs upon Lands, or §luare ClaufiM

fregit, within five Years next after the Caufe of fuch A6lions or Suits, and not

afterwards •, all Aflions for Arreages of Rent, or grounded upon any Lending
or Contraft without Specialty •, all Actions upon the ^lantum meruit, or for

Service within the fpace of four Years next after the Caufe of fuch Actions 01

Suits, and not afterwards -, all Adions of Trefpafs, of AlTauIt, Menace,Battery,

Wounding or Imprifonment ; all Adions for malicious Profecution within two
Years next after the Caufe of fuch Aftions or Suits, and not afterwards ; and

all Adlions of Detinue, Deceit, Trover, Trefpafs and Replevin for taking away
Goods and Chattels, within the Term of three Years, and not afterwards •, and
all Adlions of Slander, or for Words within one Year next after the Words
fpoken, and not afterwards.

ASioniwhere Provided however. That each and every of the Adions before mentioned;

't^ a^ft-r the
^^^ Caufe whereof hath arifcn before the Publication of this Aft, may be com^

Publicationof Hienced in the like Term of Time from thePublication hereof, as herejn before

thii Aft when is fet and limitted, for bringing fuch Action or Adions refpedively from and
tob=bro-t. after the Caufe thereof.

annte it further cnactcD 6p tfje autfjoiitg afo?efaiD, That in aii

Regulation of Adions of the Cafe for flanderous Words •, allAdions of AfTauk and Battery ;

the Cofti in all Adions for falfe Imprifonment -, and all Adions for malicious Profecution

feveral Kinds to be fued or profecuted in any of the Courts of Record within this Province,
of Aaioni. lixht Jury upon the Trial of the Iffue in i'uch Adion do find or allow the

Dammage under /or/y Shillings, the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in fuch Adions ihall

have and recover only fo much Cofts as the Dammage fo given amount unto,

without any further Increafe of the fame.

Provided always, 9nO tie it fUl'tljCV CtiaCtetl, That this Ad fliall not be
?''°* ? 7 ",' underftood to bar any Infant Feme Covert, Perfon imprifoned, beyond the Seas,

^^^ or non compos mentis, from bringing either 01 the Actions hciore mentioned

within the Term before fet and limitted tor bringing fuch Adtion, reckoriin;5t

from the Time that fuch Impediment fliall be removed.

.C H A P.
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Ads and Laws,
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Afiembiy of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of the MajfachafeIts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojlon

upon Wednefday the twenty-eighth Day of May i y 40. and continued

by Prorogation unto Wednefday the twentieth Day of Auguft following.

CHAP. I.

"

An h.8i to eftablifh the feveral High Ways
iBLinle-ComptonM theCounty ofBriJiol.

'M'/fTH E R ^ A S the Proprietors of the Lands in/aid Little-Compton,iz'i,

m/Mr ^^ ^^^^^ Diviftons thereof take fpecial and early Care to lay authorprovide "•'"mble.

f f Ways, and left Landfor Ways in, and furrendred the fame to faidTown,

whereby the faid Proprietors might pafs and re-pafs to and from their

feveral Allotments^ for the life of it^s Inhabitants and others : And although the

faid Town and Inhabitants have tifed and improved moft offaid Ways as openWays

more than forty Years lafi pajl, in the feverd Parts of the Town, yet as they

emitted ornegleSied to caufe the faid Ways to be laid out by the Sele£i-Men, the faid

Town has by that Means been led into divers Difficulties andControverJies, and di-

vers Incroachments have been made on them by private Perfons :

For Remedy whereof :

TBe it cnactcB tjpW dccllencp tije (Soucrnour, Coiincii ano Ec*
pcefentatioes in (general Court airemblcD, ano bg tlje autboiitp of

tbC fainC, That all the Ways or Roads which appear by Record to be laid

out, or Land left for Ways by the Proprietors of Little-Compton, which have High Wiy*

not been difpofed of by them, be and hereby are ratified, eltablifhed and con- '"
^'^a'^v^tl

firmed to be and reroain open Ways for the Ufe of faid Town, as fully and
'""^ *

amply to all Intents and Purpofes, as if the faid Ways had been heretofore

eftablifhed or laid out as is by Law otherwife provided.

ano fie it furtljec enafteo fip tt)^autI)oiitp afojefaiD, That when and

fo often as it fhall happen that there fhall be any Occafion for the altering or Method for

exchanging of any of laid Ways, or that where there is, or hereafter fliall be, altering the

any Incumbrance or Incroachment made on any of the faid Ways or Roads,in Wayi,

fuch Cafes, the Methods for proceeding thereon Ihall be fuch as are by Law
already provided in Cafe of exchanging of Ways, and of removingof Incum-

brances on Ways or Town Roads.

CHAP. II.

An Ad to prevent Strip and Wafte on
Lands, while Suits are depending in the

Law for the fame.

r'HEREAS it often happens that Perfons are in Poffeffion of Lands to
p[.gan,t,ij,

which they have noTitle, and theOwners orProprietors thereof,are obliged

to bring their Writ of Eje£lment to recover their Title and Poffeffion of
fuch Land, and the Tenants in Poffeffion, or fame others under them,after

fuch Writs are brought, and before final Judgment and Poffeffion is had, make
great Strip andWafle,to the great Prejudice of the legalOwners andProprietors,S>cc.

For Prevention wheregf for the future :

TBe it cnactet) 6?W CrccUencp tfjc ©oDetnour, Council anDEe*
prcfcntati^es in^cneralCourt affemfilcn, anD fij? tt)e3ut|)optg of tbe
fame, That from and after the Publication of this Ad, if any Perfon or Per-

S f 2 fans
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No Trcei or fons fhall bring forward and profecute any Writ of Ejectment for the recovery
Poleito be cur ^f ^[^g Pofleirion of any Lands and real Eftate which fhall be unjuftly witheld

Laad ins"iJ^^™- '^"" °^ ^'^^"'' "^^ ^"^ Perfon, and fuch Perfon in Pofleffion, or any other

'Perfons whatfoever, during the Time fuch Writs or Suits are depending in the

Law, fliall prefume to make Strip or Wafte by cutting, felling or deftroying

the Wood, Timber, Trees or Poles {landing or growing on fuch Land fued

for, fliall for every fuch Offence, forfeit and pay to the Party aggrieved tzvenly

Shillings for every Tree of oneEoot Diameter, over and above the true Value

thereof •, and for every Tree or Pole under that Dimenfion cut, felled or de-

P nalrv
ftroyed as aforefaid, twenly Shillings ; to be recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint

or Information in any Court of Record proper to try the fame,, Sfter.the Plain-

tiff or Defendant has recovered his Tide and Poffeffion of fuch Eftate fued for.

Preamble.

An A61
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Majfachtifctts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofton, upon Wed-
nclHay the twenty-eighth Day of May 1740. and continued by feveral

Prorogations unto W^ednefday the twenty-fixth Day oi March following.

CHAP. Ill

An Aft in Addition to the feveral Ads
heretofore made relating to common
Nufances.

F
DR preventing of Defolation hy Fire that may happen ly ereBing of Rotters

Kilns and Houfes near to dwelling Houfes and other Buildings ; and the

Inconvenience and Mifchief that way accrue to the Neighbourhood hy the

offenfive and unwhvlfome Smoak and Stench proceeding from the Kilfis,when

on Fire :

IBe it cnacteD tj)W Crcellencp tf)c^oticrnout, Council ant!lRe=

pvcfentatiue^ in (general Court affembleti, snn hj) tije autbo^tg

P Kilns of tibC faiTlC, That if at' any Time after the Publication of this Act, any Per-

nor to be fee fon or Perfons fhall prefume to ereft or fet up any Potters Kiln or Kiln Houfe
up in Market in any Place within either of the Sea-Port or Market-Towns in this Province,

other than fuch Place as heretofore has been ufedfor that Purpofe, or as the

Sele6t-Men of fuch Town, with two or more of the next Juftices of the Peace

fhall affign or approve of as moll fafe and convenient, and leaft offenfive to the

Neighbourhood ; every Perfon and Perfons fo offending,and being thereof duly

convidled before the Court of General Seffions of the Peace, in fuch County,

fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of thirty Pounds, one third Part of the faid For-

feitute to be to the Ufe of His Majefty for the Support of this Government,

one thirdParttothePooroftheTown where fuchOffence fliall be committed,and

the otherThird to him or them who fliall inform and fue for the fame ; and the

Offender orOffendersfoconvitt fliall likewife enter in toRecognizance to take down
fuchKiln-PIoufe,and inDcfault of entringintoRecognizance as aforefiid, fliall be

committed to Prifon, until he doCaufe the fame to be taken down,or otherwife

fuchKiln-Houfe fliall be taken down byOrder of the faidCourt -, and theCharge

thereof be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of fuch Offenders Goods, returning the

Overplus if any be.

Port

Towni with-

out Licence.

Penalty,

Ads
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AiSts and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Majfachitfetts-Bay in New-England^ Begun and Held at Bojlon, upon

Wednefday the eighth Day of July i y ^i-

cirA pT~ iT

—

—

An A61 to enable Proprietors in common
and undividedLands to chufeTreafurers

for their refpidiive Proprieties as Oc-
cafion may require.

/%|]>(JB it cnaftcD bj)f)i0(JBrccUcncp tlje (^otiernour,Council antilRC'Jo pccfentatitie.g iin^cneral Court aireml)IeD,anQt!iPtf)eautI)0|itg
p.^prietonof^^^ of tfjC fame, That iflhall and may be lawful for theProprietors of any common

common and undivided Lands or the major Part in Intereft of them that are Landeimpow-

prefent at any of their lawful Meetings, whenever Occafion fhall require, to ^'^^ '° *^'^"''

thufe fome fuitable Perfon for their Treafurer, who flnall be fworn before a
^'^^^^^"*

Juftice of the Peace to the faithful Difcharge of his Truft ; and fuch Treafurer

is hereby impowered to demand, fue for, recover and receive all fuch Sums of

Money, Debts and Dues, as Oiall at any Time belong to the faid Proprietors, „
^

or be any Ways due or coming to them, and make Payment thereof again i:o Po^^er-

fuch Perfons, and for fuch Ufes as he fhall be lawfully ordered and diredled

from theProprietors ; and of all this render his reafonable Account onDemand ;

and fuch Treafurer fliall continue in his OfEce till the Proprietors fliall feeCaufe

to chufe another.

C HAP. 11.

AnAdl to enableProprietors of general and
common Fields to raife Taxes, &c,

f\\\±<B it enafteu bp f)i0 cErcellencp tfje iSotievnour, Council ann
20 Eeprefcntati6c0, in ©encrai Court airemtJleO,anD tJp tt)C9u*^^^

tbOjitj? of tlje fame, That in every Town in this Province where

feveral Allotments of Lands are inclos'd in one general or common Field or Propneton of

Inclofure, and as fuch improved, or where all the Proprietors of Lands fhall pj^d^Tm-
hereafter fee Caufe to inclofe, fence and improve the fame in fuch Manner ; powred ro

that in fuch Cafe the Proprietors of fuch general Fields refpedlively fhall be and raifc Taxti^

are hereby fully authorized and impowered in a Proprietors Meeting for that

Purpofe regularly convened, by a major Vote of the Proprietors then prefent,

("tiie Vote to be collefted according to the Intereft of the Proprietors) to agree

upon and pafs one or more Votes for the raifing and colledling fuch Sum or

Sums of iVIoney from Time to Time as they fhall judge necefTary for the car-

rying on, or managing any publick Affairs relating to llich Proprietors -, and ^^J** *^^"

^

that they be alike impowered to chufe three or iiveAfTefTors for the aflelTing and Coiuaor/"
apportioning fuch Sum or Sums fo agreed on and voted, upon the Proprietors

of fuch Lands, according to their feveral Interefls therein ; and to appoint a

Colleftor or Colleftors to gather in and collect the fame, which Colledor or

Colleftors fhall be and are hereby fully impowered to levy and colled theSum

or Sums fo fet and apportioned for fuch Proprietors to pay, in the fameManner Proprietor! op

as Conffables of Towns within this Province are impowered to levy and colleft their Clerk to

tiie publick Rates or Taxes, and to pay in the fame to the Proprietors or their granfWarmt*

Clerk,
, forfuchTaxcj
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Clerk, who is hereby impowered to grant Warrants for the levying and colleft-

ing fuch Affefsment at fuch Time as fhall be by them appointed for the Pay-

ment thereof ; and fuch Clerk fhall be accountable to the Proprietors therefor :

The Perfon or Perfons fo affeffing the faid Proprietors, and the Colledtor or

Aflcflbri and Colledlors that fhall be fo appointed for the gathering and colleding the Sum
Colleftorii to Q^ Sums fo granted and agreed upon by the faid Proprietors to be affefTed and
bcunderOath

^^jig^^g^i ^5 aforefaid, fhall be under Oath for the true and faithful Performance

of their Services refpectively, which Oath fhall be adminiftred to them as the

Law provides for fwearing Town Officers.

A . J PriJwWff^ w^^'^r//.'f/^y}, That any fuch Proprietor who apprehends hlmfelfag-

Proprietors to grieved or over-rated in the making or apportioned fuch Affefsment, fhall have
have Liberty Liberty to apply to the Jultices of the General SelTions of the Peace in the
of appealing, refpeflive Counties where fuch Lands lie for Relief •, and in fuch Cafe the faid

Juftices are hereby fully impowred to grant Relief accordingly.

A(3:s and Laws,
PafTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty's Province

of the MaJJachufetls-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bojion upon
Wednefday the eighthDay of July 1741. and continued by Pi orogation and
Adjournment to Wednefday the iixteenth of September following.

CHAP. I.

An Aft in further addition to the feveral

Ads for the Obfervation and keeping
of the Lord's'Day,

f\\\l<B it enactcn ftp J)is (ZErccUencj? tbe (Sotiemour, Council anu

'MJ Ecpcefcntatitics in (J5encratCourt afi'cmfcleD, anD bp tU ^n--^^ tljO^itg of tbC fame, That from and after thePubiication ot this Ad,

Perfoni of-
when any Perfon or Perfons that fhall be found by any one or more of His

fending a- Majefty's Juftices of the Peace loitering, or idly fpending his,her ortheirTime,
gatnftthiiAa or unneceiTarily affembled or affembling themfelves in any of theStreets,Lanes,
to be bouRd High-Ways or Commons in any Town or Place within this Piovince, on the

Court"/ Ge- Lord's Day or any Part of it, and being ordered by fuch Juftice or Juftices to

neralScffioni difperfe or retire to his, her or their refpeftive Lodgings, or repair to the pub-
of the Peace. ]ick Worfhip, (hall refufe or negleft fo to do, fuch Juftice or Juftices fhall bind

over fuch Offender or Offenders to appear at the next Court of GeneralSefiions

of the Peace for the County where the Offence fhall be committed, to anfwer

therefor, and to bind over fuch Perfons as fhall be then prelent, or a fufficient

Number of them, to give Evidence concerning the fame, and fhall make a

Record thereof, and deliver or tranfmit fuch Record to His Majefty's Juftices

at their next General SefTions of the Peace for flich County,who ihall thereupon

dire£t His Majefty's Attorney General, or in his Abfence fuch other fuitable

Perfon as they fhall appoint, forthwith to file aninformarion againft fuchOfFen-

'^*"4'J."P*"* der or Offenders, who being convifted of the aforefaid Offence, either by Ver-
Conviflion, jj^ ^^ ConfefTion in Court, fliall for his, her or their firft Offence, forfeit and

pay for the Ufe of the Poor of fuch Place where the Offence ftiali be com-
mitted, twenty Shillings, with Cofts of Profecution, and ftand committed until

Penalt u on
P^y"^^"*^ thereof; and for his her or their fecond and every other the iikeOifence

a fecond"''" the Sum oi forty Shillings for the Ufe aforefaid, with Cofls of Piofecution,and

Offence, fiPc. give fufficient Security for his iier or their good Behaviour till the next Court

of General SefTxons of the Peace, and ftand committed til! the fame fhall be

performed.

Provided
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' Provided always, T^m ii .fljall aadmay be Jawful for ^py PerfonxM- f^rfon^s

(Conviaed as aforefaid, tp appeal to the Cpwrt of AfTjze .thefl nejct tp Jbe held Pf^'fo-

in and for fuch County, the yYppellanj: or Appellants recpgnizing w/th Alffici-

ent Sureties tp profecute fuch Appeal there with Effeft, ^s the ^^w ^ifcSs. _,

CHAP. II.
:;;ino:;:;:,:'v,o.F:.o

^n ^(^ to afcertain the Value of Money,
and of the Bills of public Credit of
this Province, granted this prefentYear

for the Supply of the TreaTury.and for

fecuring the Credit of faid Bills.

A|H'# it cmdit'Oii^W'^mlitnmiU 0ommo&t, councilauMRe^
lo prefcntatities itK^cnccal Court affembleo^nB &gtt£9ui&0?iti?
^""^ of tf)C fame, That from and after the firft Day of February next, all The Value of

coined Silver of Sterling Alloy fliall be accQunted, paid and wken as Jawful Silver Money

Money of this Pjoyince at the Rate of/;f Shillings and eight Pence per Ounce ^^q^^^
Tfoy Weigh.t, and other Money in the-lanae Proportion, and no otlierwife, and

"

' :

ell privijte Tfade and Dealirjgs where no other lawful Money or Thing is €:ic- / :^

preily cwtra^ed for fliall l?e intended to be in and for the Money aforefaid. f:.. .
-•• -i

And tvhereas the Bills fif publick Credit on this Province have been fi.u£iuating

and unc(<ri0in in their F<ilu.e, whereby many Mifchiefs and Inconvenigncies -have

erjfen :
_

For preventing whereof for the future ;

OBe it tCnaCtCB &)? tlie ^Utl)q?itp iafOiefaiD, That the Province Bills
y^,^^^rgjl[j

emitted for the Supply of the Treafury this prefent Year, fhall be valued and of Credit

taken at the Rate following, viz. Every Bill of fix- Shillings and eight Pence, ftatcd.

at the Rate of one Ounce Troy Weight of coined Silver Sterling Alby, and

all other Bills of faid Emi.ffion at the fame Proportion.

0nB H it further eiiaCt€D, TIxh/ix shillings and dghtPence o^ aWDtht^

and Dues to be contracted within five Years from the lafl Day of March next

('Specialties and exprefs Contrafls excepted) fhall be deemed and to all Intents

and Purpofes adjudged to be equal to one Ounce of coined Silver Sterling

Alloy, and fhall be accordingly paid with one Ounce of Silver, or with Jix'jShi!-

tingsmd eight Pence of the Bills to be emitted for the Supply of the Treafury

this prefent Year Cexcepting as herein after excepted) or in fo much of the

Province Bills thereafter to be emitted, as fhall be equal to oneOunce of Silver

at the Time of Payment, and fo in Proportion for a greater or lefs Sum.

Provided neverthelefs. That if the Bills ordered to be emitted this prefent Allowance to

Year, or other Bills hereafter to be emitted, fhall be depreciated or commonly bs n^adc to

pafs at any lower Rate than they are fet at by this K&, or by the A^ by whicfe [^!,
Creditor

fuch other Bills fhall be emitted, that then and in fuch Cafe the JuHicesof the bjh, j,j, jg.

refpedive Courts fliall give Judgment for fo much in Silver as the true Debt preciated.

appears to be, and in Want thereof for fo much in faid Province Bilk, with the

Addition of fo much more as will make Amends for the depreciating faid

Bills from their prefent flated Value, or the Value at which fuch other Bills

fhall be ftated. • - Rule for the

And to the Intent that there may be one certain Rule by which the Jujlices of^°^"'V^°- ^..

ihe rsfpeRive Courts fhall proceed in making up their judgments ; thcrc'on

TBe it CnatteU "tl^ tit mthOlitV afO?efaiD, That the Generala irembly

ftall once in .every fix Months determine theRatesthat faidBills then commonjy
pals at in Proportion to Silver and Bills of Exchange payable in London, and

in
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in Want thereof it fhall be determined by the eldeft Counfellor for the Time
being in each of thofe Counties where any Member of His Majefly's Council

is an Inhabitant, who are hereby appointed a Committee for that Furpofe, and

to afcertain the faid Proportion by a Certificate under their Hands,or theHands

of the major Part of them, which Certificate fhall be lodged in the Secretary's

Office, and in Cafe of their Failure, that then the Juftices of the Supenour

Court of Judicature in their feveral Terms in the County of Suffolk annually

fhall appoint five able and fufficient Men upon their Oaths, to confider and

report the true Value of thofe Bills as they will produce in Silver or Bills of

Exchange to the befl of their Judgment, and certify the fame into the Secre-

tary's Office •, and the Secretary on Receipt of either of the aforefaid Certifi-

cates fhall forthwith fend attelfed Copies thereof to the Clerks of the Courts in

the feveral Counties, to be by them laid before their refpedlive Courts for their

Direftion.

Jnd whereas the purchafing Silver at high Rates, has often brought aDifcount

on the Bills of piiblick Credit :

-r; 1Beitt!)erefo?efurtlbecenaftctib?tf)c3utlbo?itpafo?efaiiJ, Thatwho-
Penaltjr for foever fhall at any Time within five Years from the firft Day of February
giving more ^^^t diredtly or indireftly by himfelf or by any other for him, wittingly
forSil»erthan .' An- • n. re

at theRate fe: S'^^) '^O"^^^"-^ O"" °^^^ ^° S'^^' receive, contradt, or offer to receive more

intbiiAa. than Jix Shillings and eight Pence in the Bills of publick Credit^ ordered to

be emitted this prefentYear for theSupply of the Treafury, for one Ounce of

Silver TroyWeight of Sterling Alloy, or proportionably for any greater or lefs

Sum, or more in any other Bills of Credit than (at the Rates at which they fhall

obtain a Currency) fhall be equal 10fix Shillings and eight Pence in tlie Bills or-

dered to be emitted this prefent Year, for one Ounce of Silver, and proportio-

nably for a greater or lefs Sum, or more than a proportionable Value, whether

Payment be made or propofed to be made in Bills or any other Way andMan-
ner whatfoever, he fhall forfeit the Sum ol fifty Pounds, in the Bills ordered to

be emitted this Year for the Supply of the Treafury, or equivalent thereto in

other Province Bills, or in Silver or Gold -, one Half to His Majeffy for the

Uie of the Province, and the other Half to the Informer, to be recovered by

Aftion of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information in any Court of Record within the

County where the Offence fhall be committed, or bylndidment orPrefentment

of the Grand Jury ; and in every fuch Profecution, if the Profecutor only, or

other credible Perfon Cwho was Party in fuch Contraft, Trade or Dealing) fhall

tender his Oath to the Truth of the Matter alledged (unlefs the Defendant will

thereof acquit himfelf by his Oathj the Profecutor or fuch other credible Perfon

as aforefaid, fhall be admitted to fwear to the Matter of Faff charged upon the

Defendant, and that fhall be taken for full Evidence again (t the Deft ndant,and
'- io-.i . the Profecutor or fuch other Perfon who fliall fo teftify, fhall not be liable to

'.

'

'

'

any Fineor Forfeiture he may have incurred by and in the fameContra6):,Trade,
'

or Dealing ; and if any Perfon thought probably concerned in any fuch Con-

tradt, Trade or Dealing, refufe to be fworn or to give Evidence either before

the Court before whom the Trial fhall be, or to the Grand Jury, he fliall (by

the Court who fhall require fuch OathJ be fined fuch Sum as if he had been

convid of buying Silver contrary to this Ad, and fhall ftaq^ committed till

he pay the fame, and the Fine fhall be in like Manner applied.

Provifo, Provided, That nothing herein contained fhall be conftrued to reftrain the

buying or felling of Silver wrought into Vellels or other Things commonly
made by Goldlmiths, at a higher Rate thany;;if Shillings and eight Pence pef

Ounce.

C H A P.
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C H A P. III.

An A(5b to alter feveral Laws that require

Appellants to ifile and produce the Rea-

fonsof their Appeal.

WHERE JS it is found by Experience that the Appellant^ filing Reafons Pfcamble*

of Appeal in the Courts of the common Law, is a meer Matter of Form,

md gives no Light in the Caufe, but many Times occafions vain Difputes upon

their Forms, to the needlefs Charge of the Appellants, and fometimes to the utter

Overthrow of their Catifes :

15c it tljcrcfo^c cnacteD bpW €rccllencp tfjc (^oDcrnour, Coun-
cil aiiD Eeprcfcntatiues in (General Court aflfembleD, anD bp tbe

SUtf)0?ity of tfte fame. That henceforth when any Party fliall be aggrieved No Reafont

at the Sentence or Judgment of any Juftice, or Court of General SefTions of of Appeal 10

the Peace, or Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, and appeal to any higher Ju- •*= g««en «»

dicatory, the Appellant iliall not be required to file or produce any Writing ^ ^ '

purporting the Reafons of his Appeal, but the Caufe may be entred and tried

upon the Appeal without any Reafons filed or produced, as heretofore fiath

been accuftomed : Any Law, Ufage or Cuitom to the contrary hereof in any

wife notwithftanding.

CHAP. IV.

An AdinadditiontoanAd made to prevent

the Deftrudion of the Fifli called Me-
wives, and other Fiih.

WHEREAS notwithftanding the feveral ASfs tnade for the Prefcrvation

of the Fiflo, and to give them free Paffage up and down theRivers in their

Seafons, yet by Reafon of the many Dams ereiied, and often erecting acrofs Preamble'

fM:h Rivers and Streams where the feveral Sorts of Fifh pafs up into the natural

Ponds to caft theirSpawns, faidFifh are diverted in their Paffage to the great Decay

and Ruin offuch Fifhery :

15z it tberefoje cnactcn bp bisCrceUcncp tbe ©otiecnour. Council
anuEcptefcntatities in(©encralCourt airembleD,anD bp tbeautboiitg
afOlCfaiO, That whofoever fhall hereafter ereft or build any Dam acrofs any

iuch River or Stream where the Salmon, Shad, Akwives, or other Fifh ufually Paffige in

pafs up into the natural Ponds to cafl their Spawn,fhall make a fufficicntPaflage p^'"' '° ^^

Way for the Fifh to pafs up fuch River or Stream through or round fuchDam,
thj'pi^i'a'Jthe

and fhall keep it open for the free Paffage of the Fifh from the firfl Day of proper Seafon,

April to the lafl Day of May annually, and all the Owners orOccupants of any

Mill Dam or other Dams heretofore erefted and made acrofs any fuch River

or Stream where the Fifh can't conveniently pafs over, (hall make a fufHcient

Way either round or through fuch Dam, for the Paffage of fuch Fifh at or

before the firfl Day of September next, and after that to keep fuch PaffageWay
open from the firft Day of April to the laft Day of May annually, on Pain

that every Perfon offending in any of the Particulars aforefaid, fhall forfeit and Penalty.

pay the Sum oififty Pounds for each Ofi'ence.

Provided neverthelefs. Whereas in fome of the Rivers or Strearasthe faidFifi} -rJ"„!!°I^^

do not pafs up to fpawn in the 'Times by this Act provided for, that it fhall be. in Seleft-Mcnt®

thePower of the feveral Towns wherein fuch Streams are^ or are adjoining, or the appoint the

T t 5f/V^- S"ibn,
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Sele5f-Men offuch 'Towns, er the major Part of them, to appoint or order the'Ttmes

of keepirtg open fuch Sluice-IVays, as in their Judgment may he, agYeahk to the

natural Time of faid Fiflo faffing up to fpawn, fo as it do not exceed ftxty Bays
annually.

ana fte it further ^nactcB I)? Hz autboiitp afoicfaiD, That theOv%^

owners of ners or Occupants of fuch Dam or Dams fhall allow fufficient Water Pafiage

the Dams to round through or over fuch Dams for the Pafiage of fuch Filli or their young
p"°" ^ Spawn in the Seafon of their going down fuch Rivers or Streams, on Penalty

^^' of forfeiting the Sum o^fifty Pounds for every Offence.

Provided neverthelefs. That whofoever is an Owner or Occupant of fuchDaqi

or Dams ereftcd before the Year One Thoufand kvm Hundred and nine, and

by this A<5t isobHged to make fuch Pafiage Way for the Fifh as aforefaid,(halI

after he has efFefted the fame, prefent his Account of the reafonable Charge

thereof to the Court of General Seffions of the Peace of the fame County for

Charfffi there-
^^^^^ Allowance, who are hereby impowered to proportion the feveral Towns-

of to be paid Parts thereof who are advantaged thereby, and order each of laid Towns to

by thofe thar afl"efs and pay the fame to fuch Owner or Occupant accordingly, and the Ow-
havc_rhc ners or Occupants of fuchDam fliall afterwards maintain fuch PaflTage Way at

his or their own Coft and Charge.

To;.n. ro SttH tJC it furtf)cr cnacten bg tbcautboiitp afoitfaiD, That itfhaii be

chufe Perfons in the Power of any Town at liieir annu^ Meeting in March to chufe one or

tofee that more Perfons whofe Bufinefs it fhall be to fee that the faid PaflTage Ways are'

''bf
^%^^ °P^" purfuant to this Aft, and that faid Fifh may not be obftrudled in theic

ufual paffing up and down Stream, and to appoint the proper Place or Places

for the taking fuch Fifh with ScoopNets, and to limit the particular Times and

Days for the taking the fiime.

Pfovifo.
Provided alfs. That this Aft fhall not be conftriied fo as to affeft the Order

of this Court,pafs'd in January One Thoufand feven Hundred and thirty 'eight,

relating to JVaterto'wn Mill-Dam.
And that the feveral Fines and Penalties arlfing by Virtue of this Aft, fhall

Difpofuion of ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ recovered in any Court of Record proper to try the fame, by

theFinei. any Perfon that fhall profecute and fue for the fame, one Half of fuch Sum to

be to and for the Ufe of the Profecutor, and the other Half to be to and for

-• 'the Ufe of the Poor of the Tov/n where the Offence fliall be committed.

Ads and Laws,
PafTed by the Great and General Coirrt or AflTembly of His Majefty's Pro-;

vince of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England, Begun and Held at Bofitm

,

: upon Wednefday the eighth Day of July i 7 4 i. and continued by Pro-

rogation and Adjournments unto Wednefday the feventeenth Day of Marck
following.

C Fl A P. V.

AnA£bin Supplement ofan Ad lotitled, ////

J£i illAddition to an Acl made toprevent the

l>eflruBion of the iifi calhd Alewives and
other Fifty.

WH E R E AS in and by an ASi made in the prefent Year of HisMajeftys

Reign, Intitled, An Aft in Addition to an Aft made to prevent the

D'eU'ruftion of the Fifli called Alewives and otherFifli ; thefeveralTowns within

this Province are enabled and impowered to chufe one or m-ore Perfons whofe Bufi-

nefs
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nefs it flmddbe to fee that the Paffage Ways for Fife [in faid ASi ordered to be

rdade) be kept open during the Term therein mentioned, that fo the Fifh may not be

obfirutied in their ufiial pajjlng up and down Stream^ and to appoint the proper

Place or Places for the taking fuch Fifh with Scoop Nets, and to limit the particu-

lar Times and Days for taking the fame ; but no Penalty is therein ordered to be

impofed on fuch as fhall take Alewives or other FifJj at otherTimes or Places than

fuch as fhall be appointed in Purfuance of faid A£l

:

"^z it tWsim enactcD tig tbe (^oticvnour, Council anD
i^OUfC of EeprCfCntatiUC0, That whofocver Ihall prefiime to take any p^^^i^y fo,

of the Kinds of Fifli in laid A61 enumerated
if
whether with Scoop-Nets or catching Fidi

otherwife^ in any River or Stream within or adjoining to anyTown within this w"h N=ti8cc.

Province at any other Place or Time than fuch as has been or Jhall be ]imitted°"'°'^'*'°"'

and appointed by anyTown inPurfuance of faidA6l,fuch Offender or Offenders

Ihall forfeit and pay the Sum of ten Shillings for each Offence, one Moiety

thereof to be for the Ufe of the Poor of the Town where the Offence fhall be

committed, the other Moiety to be to him or them who fhall inform and fue

tor the fame before one or more of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace in the

fame County.

Provided, That this A(5l be rot conftrued to affe<5t any Perfon taking Fifh

in any Town where fuch Town fhall not in Manner as aforefaid appoint the

Time and Place for taking the Fifh aforefaid.

CHAP. VI.

An hdi to enable the Truftees appointed in His Majefty's

High Court of Chancery to purchafe Houfes or Lands and

improve the fame for perpetuating the Charity of the

honourable Edward Hopkins, Efq; more efFedually to

fecure the Intereft of their feveral Tenants in Pofleffion

of their Hopkinjlon and Upton Lands, and the Revenue

of thofe Lands to the College and Grammar School at

Cambridge, according to the true Intent of all Parties at

the firft Settlement of that Tov^^n.

W HE RE AS the Trujlees appointed in His Majefiys high Court of Chan-

cery topurchafe Houfes or Lands and improve the fame for perpetuating the Pfj-mble-
Charity of the honourable Edward Hopkins, Efq^, at their Meeting the nineteenth

of April 1716, agreed that thofe Lands fhould be leafed out at the annual Rent

of three Pence an Acre for the Term of ninety nitie Tears, and not exceeding nine

Pence an Acre to thofe Termors their Heirs and Affigns at any Time coming after

the Expiration of that Term, and afterwards when the Leafes were made for that

Term to commence the twenty-fifth of March 1723, as on the one Hand they did

not fecure to the particular Termors their Heirs and Affigns the Right of renewing

their Leafes from Time to Timefor ever upon an annual Rent not exceeding nine

Pence an Acre, to the great difadvantage of the Tenant, fo on the other Hand they

obliged the Trujlees to difcharge and fave the Tenants from paying any Province

Tax for three garters of the Premifes, to the utter Lofs of the Rent therein re-

frved for the pious tJfes aforefaid

:

T t 2 150
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T6e it tf)ercfo?e enacteD bp hig (ZBrcclienjptbc (SGticrnour,Ccuncil

ann Eeprefentatiues in ©eheral Court aCfemtslcD, ano b? tbc au^
tfjOlitp of tlJC fame. That it fhall be lawful tor the iaid Trullees, and they

Kew Inden- are hereby impowered by certain Indentures between them and the Tenants of
Hires ro be pi- thofe Lands to be executed, to confirm the feveralTenements in the Tenure of

'"^""'Yv?'"'' the originalTermors or theirAfilgnSjtohold to them theirHeirs and Affignsforever,

Land. referving a Rent Charge of (5«^ Pf»;7)' Sterling Money of G;y,^/ 5r/7/77« or eqtji-

valent in Province Bills by the Acre, payable the twenty-fifth of March annu-

a]]y in Lieu of the Rent referved in their refpeftive Leafes,ti!l the twenty-fifth

oi March One Thoufand eight Hundred and twenty three, and three Pence an
Acre like Money payable the twenty-fifth of March annually from that Time
forward for ever, the Tenants covenanting for themfelves their Heirs and
AfTigns to pay allProvinceTaxes for theirLands to berated by this Court from
Time to Time for what they are worth above the Rents referved as aforefaid.

Preamble. And whereas the Trnflees aforefaid have by anEndcrfement on their feveralLeafes

granted to the Termors and their JJfigns the Right of Common in all their Lands
in Hopkinfton and Upton {above twelve Ihoiifand five Hundred Acres deftgned

for the feveral 'Tenants and other particular Ufes) in proportion to the ^antity of
their Lands leafed to them, and thefe Tenants apprehend they can more beneficially

improve thefaid common Lands if divided to every &iie their Share :

Now therefore.

Tenants im- OBC it fUtttCt CmdiCQ t5g t^C 3Utf)0litp afOlCfaiD, That the Truftees

P"""'^^/." "'- aforefaid inftead of granting them the Common aforefaid, be impowered by

Common'i"
^^^ Indentures aforefaid the better to enable them to pay theLandTax aforefaid,

to give, grant, convey and confirm to theTenants aforefaid all theLands aforefaid,

in proportion to their Lands leafed to them as aforefaid, to hold to them and
their Heirs for ever, that they may either improve the lame inCommon as was
firft intended,'or divide and feperately improve the fame as fliall feem good to

them or the major Part of them upon Advifement and mature Confideration

.thereof.

Andfor the better feciiring of the feveral Tenants Efiate in the Premifes, and
ffwre clear Difcovery of their refpeSfive Interefts, and the recovery of the Rents

aforefaid .•..':
ARegifterto

'^^ ^^ fUltfjer enaftCD, That the Truftees aforeliid Hiall, and they are

be appoint'cd hereby impowered to appoint a Regifter for thofe Lands, and fwear him to the

for recording faithful Difch.arge of hfs Duty, and from Time toTime upon hrsMilbeliaviour
Leafei &c, or Failure by Death or otherwife, to fubftitute and fwear another in his Room,

who fliall keep fair Books of Record, and therein record one of thofe Leafes

already recorded by the Regifter of the County of Middlejex, with the mean
Conveyances thence down to the prefent I'enant in PolTeffion, as alfo a Certi-

ficate from the Regifter of the County of Middlefcx of all the reft by him re-

corded, expreffing the LefTees Premifes Dates and the Terms of Continuance,

with all the mean Conveyances down to the prefent Tenant in PofTefilon ; and
he fhall likewife record all thofe Leafes and mean Conveyances not yet record-

ed by the Regifter of the County of Middlefcx, and all ftiture Conveyances of

any of the laid Lands : And after the twenty-fixthDay of April next no Con-
veyance of thofe Houfes or Lands, theRevenue whereof goes to theCollege and

GrammarSchool \nCambridge,?c\2.\\ be good to hold the fame againftany otherPer-

fons but theGrantors and theirHeirs onIy,unlefs theDeed thereof be recorded by

the Regifter aforefaid, who fhall take of the Purchafers at the Rate of eight

Pence Sterling, or equivalent in Province Bills, for every Page of twenty eight

Lines, eight Words in a Line for recording the fimc, and no more : And no

Purchafer ftiall be obliged to record any of thefe Deeds in the Records of the

County of M/i:/i;//(/f.v henceforward.

C H A P.
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An Aft to limit and direct in faing out

Executions upon Judgments of Courts-

Aif^-C it enacten bp^iSdErccUencp ti)C(5ot5ernour,Council anOEc^

•JJo prefcntatiuesi in®enccal<Ioutt airemt)IcD,anri bg t!)caut!30?itp wethod^fot

^*^ of tl)C fame. That when Judgment fhall be given in any Court of g JjcJi'^l^n^,,

Record, the Party obtaining it may fue out Execution thereon at any Time
within a twelve IVIonth, and afterwards renew it as often as Occafion fhall re-

quire ; and where any Execution fliull be returned without any Satisfaftion

made, or fatisfied only in Part, the Clerk of the faid Court within a twelve

Month after the Return thereof into the Office, may ex Officio renew or make
cut an alias or Plureis Execution for the whole or the Remainder as the Cafe

may be, till the Judgment be fully fatisfied : But if the Party fhall negleft to

fue out his Execution, Alias or Plureis, within theTimes afore limitted, he fhall

fue out a Writ of Scire Facias, and caufe the adverfe Party to be ferved there-

with, or an attefled Copy thereof, to be left at his Dwelling or Place of ufual

and laft Abode, itvtn Days inclufive before the Court's fitting, requiring him
to fliew Caufe, if any he have, why Execution ought not to be done •, and

upon his Non-Appearance, or not fliewing fuffrcient Caufe, the Court fhall

award Execution for what remaineth, with additional Coft.

An Ad,
PalTed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of the Province of the

Majfachiifetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at Bojion upon Wed-
nelday the twenty-fixth Day of iV% 1742,

CHAP. VIII. •, K f '

An Ad in addition to the feveral Ads or

Laws of this Province for the Settlement
and Support of Minifters,

"Y/fZ^H E RE AS the profejfed Members of theChiirch of England have com-

E/^ p'ained that they are unreafonahly taxed for the Support of divine Wor- Preambk.

f f fijip in the Manner efiablifhed by the Laws of this Province, while they

and their Families conftantly attend the WorfJoip of GOD according to

the Ufage and Order of the Church of England, either within their own or fame
neighbouring Town, Pariflo, or Precin£i : ..

"Be it enactco 6p tU (J5otietnour, Council antiri)oufe of Ecpvefcn^
tatit3C0, That the Members of the Church of England and theirEftates fhall Tax of Pcr-

be taxed to the Support of the publick Worfhip of GOD with the other fo"' amending

Eftates and Inhabitants within the Bounds of any Town, Parifh, or Precinft,
lY^l^^^^l';^

according to the Laws of this Province : And the Tre^furer of fuch Town, be p^id their

Parifh, or Precinft, as he receiveth any fuch Tax, fliall deliver the Taxes col- own Miniil^r,

lefted of every profels'd Mem.ber of the Church of England unto theMinifter

of the faid Church, with whom he ufually and frequently attends the publick

Worfhip of GOD on the Lord's Days, which Minifler fliall have Pov/cr to

receive, and if need be to recover the lame in tlie Law, to fupport him in the

Place whereunto he is duly deligned and fent.

And
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DihcicMcj' And if by chat Means any Deficiency happeneth in the Salary of any Mini-
provided for.

£^gj. fettled by the Laws of this Province, fuch Town, Parifh orPrecindl v/ithin

two Months after fiich Deficiency appeareth, fhali make good the fame.

theQiu/chcf Provided neverihelefs^ That all fuch profeffed Members of the Church of

Engiandexca- England flial! be intireiy excufcd from paying any Taxes towards the Settle-

icdfromChar- ^q^x_ of any Minifter, or building any Meeting-Houfe, purfuant and according

fheSertrcmcnt '^^ ^^^ Direftion and Orders of the Laws of this Province, and utterly debarred

of Miniftcri from voting any Ways concerning fuch Minifters or Meeting-Houfes.

^''-
Provided alfo. That no Perfon (hall be exempted or his Tax paid over to

any Minifter of the Church of England, unlefs fuch Minifter and his Church
rovi o.

Wardens fhall firft certify to the Treafurer of fuch Town or Parifh where he

lives, that fuch Perfon is a Member of the Church of England, and ufually

and frequently attends the publick Worfhip ofGOD with them on the Lord's

Days as aforefaid.

A(5ts and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province of the

Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at Bcjion upon Wed-
nefday the twenty- fixth Day of May 1742. and continued by Proroga-

tion and Adjournments unto Thurfday the eighteenth Day of November

foUowina;.

Preamble.

Penalty for

sncumberinf^

the Daori of

the Court-,

Houfe.

Peoalfy for

oflFending af-

ter Warning
by the Door-

Keeper.

Provifo.

CHAP. I.

An Ad to prevent Incumbrances about the

Doors of the Court Houfe in BoHon.

WHERE AS the Doors of the Court Houfe in the Toiim of Bofton, are

often incumbred by 'Teams and otherways, fo as very much to obfirvM

the Members of the General Court in their Paffage to and from the

faid Houfe :

25e it tberefoic enaftcn tJg t&e ^oticrnour. Council ann i^oufc of
IRCptEfCntatitiCS, That no Perfon or Perfons whatlbever fhall prefumc to

incumber the faid Houfe by flopping or fuffering to ftand any Coach, Chaife,

Chair, Team, Cart, Sled, Truck or Wheelbarrow, or by laying any Lumber,
Stones, Mud, Dirt, or other Incumbrance whatfoever within the Diftance of
twenty-four Feet from the Weft End, thirty Feet from theBottom of the Steps

at the Eaft End, and ten Feet from either Side of the faid Houfe, upon Pain

of forfeiting /-y^ Shillings unto the Door-Keeper to the General Court for the

Time being, and by him to be recovered before a Juftice of the Peace.

And in Cafe any Perfon or Perfons offending in either of the Particulars be-

fore mentioned, after being thereto required by theDoor-Keeper,ihall not forth-

with remove any fuch Incumbrance, he or they fhall forfeit the Sum of twenty

Sbillifigs, to be recovered in like Manner as aforefaid.

Provided neverthelefs. That this Aft fliall not be conftrued fo as to hinder

any Coach, Chariot, Chaife or Chair, from ftanding within the Limits afore-

faid, which fhall be ufed by the Governour, Lieutenant Goveinour, or any of

the Members of the General Court for the Time being.

C H A P.
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CHAP. II.

An A(Sl for preventing unneceffiiryExpence

in the Attendance of Petit Jurors on the

feveral Courts of Jaftice within this Pro-
vince.

HEREAS Petit Jurors are often Times detained at theTrid and Hear-w Preamble;
of Caufes which are not committed to them byReafon of the Agreement

of Parties, Abatement of the Writ, or Difcontinuance ; whereby the Plaintiff be-

comes Nonfuit, and frequently (efpecially in the Inferionr Court of Common Pleas)

Judgment is entred up againjt the Defendant by Default, whereby great Part of
the Jurfs lime is taken up, without their being allowed any Benefit by Law, not-

withftanding their being obliged to give their conjiant Attendance during the "Time

of the Courts Jitting, until all the ASiions depending there are finifhed :

Wherefore,

TBc it enaaet) tip tf)e (Soijecnout, Council anD rpoufe of iRcprcfen-'

tatitJCS, That Petit Jurors (in the Court of General Seffions of the Peace and '^^' '^'"'* °^

Inferiour Court of Common Pleas to be held within and for the County of ^/pJjfA"y" ^,

Suffolk) fhall not be obliged to give their Attendance until the fecond Tuefday ftated.

of faid Courts Sitting ; and at the faid Courts that are to be held within all

other Counties within this Province, on the fecond Day of the faid Courts

Sitting, to the End that the faid Courts may proceed upon and determine all

Pleas in Bar and Abatement of Writs, and all other Matters and Things that

relate to fuch Actions as are not committed to theJury -, fo that their Time and
Attendance be not unnecefTarily taken up and delayed. And the Clerks of the

refpedlive Courts aforefaid are hereby ordered and diredled in making outWrits

of Venire Facias for the Choice of Petit Jurors to give Diredions accordingly.

9ntJ &e it further enaCtCU, That no Aaionbe entred in any of theCourts ^^ Aaioato
aforefaid after the firft Day of their Sitting : And all Pleas in Bar of the be entred af.

Aftion or Abatement of the Writ be either entred thereon or filed with the ter the firft

Clerk of the faid Court before the Jury be impanneled ; and if the Defendant ^^^ °} ^^5 ,

in any A6lion fufFer Default, and comes into Court and moves for a Re-entry ,in«"©»<.
"'

of his Aftion, (after the Jury be impanneled) on paying the Plaintiff or his

Attorney fuch legal Coft as fhall then have arofe, and half Fees to the Petit

Jury, to whom the fame fhall be ordered by faid Court, he fhall be admitted
to a Re-entry of his Adtion, and to all fuch Privileges as by Law he was intitled

'

to on his firft Entry.
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Ads and Laws,
PaiTed by the Great and General Court or Ailembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Majfachiifetts-Bay in Neiv-England : Begun and Held at Bofton upon
Wednefday the twenty fixth Day of- May 1742. And continued by Ad-
journments and Prorogations untoThurfday the thirty firft oi March following.

CHAP. III. .

A n A£1: for fixing the Times for holding the

Siiperiour Courts of Judicature, Courts
of Affize and General Goal Delivery, and
Courts of General SeiEons of the Peace,

and Inferiour Courts of Common Pleas

within the feveral Counties in this Pro-
vince,

^""^ "
'

'^ " ""^ '

C it cnaSeii-tp t!)r<Sotiernoar; Council anti ^oufe^onRepre-
fCntatitSCS, That the Times and Places for holding and keeping the

Courts of General Seffions of the Peace, and Inferiour Courts of Com- The Time*

mon Pleas within the refpedive Counties in this Province for the future (hall
and_f^ace' of

be as followeth ; That is to fay. For the County of Suffolk, at Bofion on the r,our Courts
nrft Tuefday of Jah-, OEiohcr, January and April: For the County of Effex, and Courts of

at Salem on the lecond Tuefday in July, and lafb Tuefday in December, at Gf"=ral Scffi-

Newbury on. the latl Tuefday in September, at Ipfzuicb-on the lafl Tuefday in ?,"' °^ ''"=

March-: For the Coimiy o^i Middlefex, at Cambridge on the third Tuefday in

May, at Charlejtozvn on the fecond Tuefday in December and March, at Con-

cord on the laft- Tuefday \n Jugujt : For the County oi Harnpfroire, at Spring-

field on the third Tuefday in May and lafl Tuefday in Augujl, at Northampton
on the fecond Tuelday in February and November: For the County of Wor-
refler, atH'^orcefter on the firft Tuefday 'm November and February, the fecond

V V _ Tuefday
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Tuefday in May, and the third Tuefday in yliigitft : For the County of Ph-
mouth, at Plymouth on the fiift Tuefday in March, on the third Tuefday in

May, September and December : For the County o'l Barnftabk, at Barnjiable oa
the laft Tuefday in June, and on the third Tuefday of March, 05tober and

January : For the County of Briftol, at Brijlol on the fecond Tuefday in.

March, June, September and December : For the County of Tork, at 2l7r^ on
the firft Tuefday of Jpril, July and January, at Falmouth on the firft Tuefday
in October : For Dukes County, at Edgartovm on the firft Tuefday in March
and laft Tuefday in OSiober : For the County of ISIantucket, at Sherburn on the

laft Tuefday in March and .firft Tuefday in October yearly, and in every Year
from Time to Time.

^nD 6C it fUtt&Cr enaCtCU, That the Times and Places for holding and
Timei^and^^^ keeping the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Aflize, and General Goal

ding theSupe- Delivery, ftiall for the future be as followeth : T:hat is to fay ; Within and for

riour Courts, the County of Suffolk, at Bofton on the third Tuefday in yiuguji and February :

^f- Within and for the County of Efex, at Salem on the fecond Tuefday in No-
-^ember, at Ipfwich on the fecond Tuefday in May : Within and for the Coun-

ty of Middle/ex, at Cambridge on the firft Tuefday in Juguft, at Charleftown on
the laft Tuefday in January : Within and for the County of Hampjhire, at

Springjield on the fourth Tuefday in September: Within and for the County of

Worcefter, 3.t IVorcefter on the third Tuefday in September: Within and fur the

County of Plymouth, at Plymouth on the fecond Tuefday of J/^/y
•" Within and

for, the County of Barnftable and Dukes County, at Barnftable on the third

Tuefday in July: Within and for the County of Briftol, at Briftol on the fourth

Wednefday in OSober: Within and for the County of Tork, at Tork on the

third Wednefday in June yearly, and in every Year, from Time to Time until

this Court Ihall order othervvife.

CHAP. IV.

An Ad in Addition to the feveral Ads for

, regulating Fences.

HEREAS the feveral Laws already made are ineffeElual for obliging Per-

fans to make and maintain Partition Fences between their Lands under

Preamble. Improvement, whereby the aggrieved Parties are put to great Expence and Charge

in forcing a Compliance by the Rules of the Law :

IBz it cnactcD bp tbe (Sotiemour,Coimcii anu l^oufc of Ecpreftn*
tatit)B0, That from and after the firft Day of May next, that the refpedive

Ruleifor the Proprietors of all Lands enclofed with Fence, ftiall keep up and maintain Par-
ChargfofPar- ticion Fences between their and the next adjoining Enclofures, in equal flalves

enccj.
according to Law, fo long as both Parties continue to improve the fame, and
in Cafe either Party lay his Enclofure common, the Party improving ftiiill allow

for his Half of faid Partition-Fence what the fame fhall be judged worth in

the Eftimation of two or more of the Fence-Viewers of fuch Town ; and if

any Perfon fhall enclofe fuch Land afterwards, or by joining Fences with ano-

ther, enclofe his Lands before lying common, he ihall thereupon pay to the

Perfon who owns the Partition-Fence the A'alue of one half of the fame, in

the Judgment of the Fence-Viewers as aforefaid, and all Partition-Fences here-

after to be made, fhall be in like Manner done and maintained by the improv-

ing Parties in equal Halves -, and in Cafe either Party refjfe after fix Days

Notice to make up his Half thereof, the aggrieved Party fhall forthwith apply

himfelf to two or more of the Fence-Viewers of fuch Town, who hereby are

in'ipov/ered

w
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impowered and enabled to make up the fame according to Law, and upon fuch

Perfon's Refufal, who ought to pay for the fame, with their Cofl:s and Charges

thereon, to profecute and fue for it in any Court of Law proper to try the i'ame,

and in Cafe any Difpute fliall arife about the refpeJtive Owner's Right to any Mc^hodt fop

Part of fuch Fence, and his or their Obligation to maintain the fame, upon f|«'ij5'''^i"''^K

Application made to two or more of the Fence-Viewers of fuch Town where thc'chtrpr^oV

the Land lies, they are hereby impowered to affign to each Party his Share ParticiouF.n-

thereof, and fuch Settlement being recorded in the Town-Clerk's Office, fliall c:i.

be binding upon fuch Perfons, and they obliged always thereafter to maintain

their Part of faid Fence as aforefaid ; and in Cafe any of the Parties aforefaid

refufe or negledl (after fix Days Notice given) to eredi, keep up and maintain

the Partition-Fences as is by this Ad: prefcribed, upon Application made to

tv^o or more of the Fence-Viewers aforefaid, they fhall do or caufe the fame

to be done at the Coft of the Perfon neglefting his Duty, who (in Cafe

of Refufal) Ihall be liable to the Suit of fuch Fence-Viewers for the Re-

covery thereof in Manner as aforefaid, who fhall be allowed double for all their ',

Charge and Expence in procuring Materials, and doing the Workmanfhip
thereof: Saving always, to every Perfon and Perfons any particular Agreement

touching the making and maintaining Partition-Fences between their Lands.

BOSTON, N. E.

Printed and Sold by ^amUCl EncelauD and CimOtf)!? <S5teen, by Order

of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, Council and Houfe of

Representatives. MDCCXLIIL
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An Ad,
Palfed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's Province

6f the Maffachufetts-Bay in Nezv-England : Begun and Held at Bojion upon

Wednefday the twenty fifth Day oi May 1743.

C H A P. I.

An A(9: in Addition to and in Explanation
of fundry Claufes of an Ad: intitled An
Ad to afcertain the Value of Money and
of the Bills of publick Credit of this Pro-

vince,6^c:. made and pafs'd in the fifteenth

Year of His Majefty's Reign.

rHER E AS in the Law for afcertaming the Value of Money and of the

Bills dfpublick Credit of this Province faffed in the fifteenth Year of his

Majejtfs Reign, it is enabled. That all Debts contrasted after the laft
^^^^^^a\„

Day of March A. D. I742, (Specialties and e:<prefsContra5ls excepted)

fhould be deemed equal to lawful Money, and every Debt of fix Shillings and eight

Pence Value fo contraEled fhculd or wight he difcbarged by cneOunce of Silver, or

fix Shillings and eight Pence of the Bills ofpublick Credit emitted that Year, or

that fhould thereafter he emitted, equal in Value to anOunce of Silver. Provided

neverthelefs, that in Cafe fiich Bills fhould be depreciated below the Value they

were fiated at by fafd Ail, that an Addition fJoould be made of fo much more as

would make them equal to the then fixed Value aforefaid. And the Judges of the

SuperiourCourt, agrcable to the DireElions of the aforefaidLaw,have made Inquiry

by a Committee for that Purpofe appointed, who have certified into the Secretary's

Office that feven Shillings and two Pence of the Bills of Credit of the laft Form
and Tenor is equal to one Ounce of Silver ; in Co77fequence whereof Judgments

have been made up in feveral Courts on Debts contracted fince the laft of Marcli

aforefaid at that Rate, whereby an Addition of^\x Pence is made to the Creditor

k X on
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on every Debt of fix Shillings and eight Pence l/'alue. And vjhereas by faid

Certificate compared with the Rates of Bills of Exchange in March aforefaid, it

is manifeU that the faid Bills are not depreciated below the Value they faffed at

whenfirft emitted^ tn as much as fix Shillings and eighc Pence in faid Bills will

now go as far in purchafing Bills of Exchange as when faid Auf was made, and

the aforefaid Lofs has happened to the Debtor from his not ftriclly attending the

Direction of faid Law, whereby every Bcbt of fix Shillings and eight Fence is

deemed equal to an Ounce of Silver, (Specialties and exprefs Contracfs excepted)

andfoould have been confideredhy the Debtor at the Time of contraEling fuchDebt

as if the fame had been payable in lawful Money. And whereas the Bills ofpub-

lick Credit currant in this Province are at prefent the only Medium 'of the com-

mon Trade and Bufinefs within it, there will be continual Danger of the Debtor s

computing his Debt according to the depreciated Value of fuch Bills whilft it is

deemed by faid Law to be contractedfor lawfulMomy ; and thereby greatDamage

may enfue to Debtors contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of the faid Law :

Wherefore

JcetSd' aV° '^^ it enaftcu bp tfje <^oi3ernour, CouncitanBI&oufe ofEeprefen^
cording to tatiti00, That all Debts contracted fince the ];ift of March A. D. One thou-

Vilue of the fand feven Hundred and forty two, or that lliall hereafter be contrafted (Spe-

cialties and exprefs Contrails excepted) fhall be deemed and adjudged equal to

the real Value only fuch Bills have pafied or fhall pafs at when fuch Debt was

or fliall be contrafted -, and every Debt o'i twenty Shillings contrafted as afore-

faid, fhall or may be always hereafter difcharged by twenty Shillings in faidBills,

and fo/i?-(7 ri?/*.'? for a greater or lefs Sum ; unlefs fuch Bills have already of

fhould hereafter be depreciated below the Value they palled at when fuchDebt

was or fhall be contrafted ; and in fuch Cafe fo much fliall always be allowed

AHo^wanc" ^7 ^^^ refpeclive Courts in this Province as fiiall make faid Bills equal inValue

for Bills de- to fuch Debt when contraded : Any Thing contained in the aforefaid Law to

prcciaiing. the contrary notwithftanding.

Bill* whea
contrafted.

BOSTON, N. E.

Printed and Sold by @amUCl EneeiaUD and CimOtf)^ (^teCll, by Order

of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, Council and Houfe of

Representatives. MDCCXLIIL
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An Ad
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Mgjefty'sProvince

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at Bojion upon

Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day of May 1 743, and continued by Ad-
journment to Thurfday the eighth Day of Seftember following.

CHAP. I.

An A6i: for eredling of Work-Houfes for

the Reception and Employment of the

Idle and Indigent.

r'HE RE AS the erecting of Houfes for the Entertainment and Employ-^

ment of idle and fothful Perfons who refufe to exercife any lawful Calling

or Bufinefs whereby to fupport themfelves and Families, and of the Poor Preamble,

and Indigent that want Means to employ themfelves, may be of great

Advantage to the Publick, and more efpecially to the Towns thatflpall be concern 4
in fucb an Undertaking %

15e it tfjercfoje cnactetJ tig Voz (Sotiernoui:, Council anu Any nngie

^OUfC of lR0prCfCntatitiC0, That whenfoever any Town within this Pro- Town may

vince fhall fee meet to eredt or provide an Houfe for the Purpofe before men- erctt awoib

tioned, fuch Town fhall be and hereby is authorized and impov/ered fo to do ; point Over-

as alfo at their publick Meetings for the Choice of Town Officers in theMonth fceri, |jc,

of March annually, to chofe five feven or nine Overfeers of faid Houfe, who
ftiall have the Infpefiion, Ordering and Government thereof, with Power of
appointing a Mafter and needful Affiftants for the more immediate Care and

O'/erfight of the Perfons received into, or employed in faid Houfe : which Ovsthtttmij

Overfeers once in everyMonth,and at otherTimes asOccafion fliall require, fhall
"^J^j"

nccdfu!

affemble together to confiderand determine of the moft proper Methods for ,Ll\l{^°l
the Difcharge of their Office ; and at their dated monthly Meetings fhall have fuch Houfs.

Power to make needful Orders for the Regulation of fuch Houfe, which Orders

fhall be binding till the next publick Meeting of the Inhabitants of fuch Town
jfto whom fuch Orders fhall be prefented for Approbation^ and when by them
approved fhall be obligatory until revoked by faid Town,

Y y _
gnSi
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SnO t:C iC iUrtilCt euaCtCD, That v/hen anyNmpber ot lowns fhalJ agr^e

T^o or more Cat their joint Charge and for their common "Be,nt?Iitj "to erect or provide a

''''"^."'w^''
Woric-Hoiife for the Employment of Fcrfons refiding in fuch Tov/ns that are

ereca .,or i-
j|^|jjgg|-,j Q^idle, or to purcliale Land whereon to ere<3; -Rich Houfe and for the

Accommodation of it, they fhall be and hereby aje yefVed' wi:h Auih';niy fo

to do-, and the Regulation Infpedion and Governmenn-of fuch Houle when
erecled, ordering tlie needful Repairs of it, with- Power of appoiutingaMafter

May appoint an<-l other Affiftants, and him or then;i (in Cafe of any irregular Behaviour,[nca-

O^errccri \o pacity, or other juil CaufeJ to remove from their refpeftive Offices or Trufts,
inipcft ihc

|j^^]i 5g \^ thg Hands of the Overfeers to be from Year" to Year fpecially ap-

orHer^'th"
pointed or chofen by the feveral Towns concerned at their anniverfary publicic

Affairs of it. Meetings in the Month of March ; each Towa to chbofe five, unlefs all the

Towns engaged in the Undertaking fhall agree upon any other Number or

Proportions ; and in Cafe of the Death of anyOverfeer, or his removal out of

the Town for which he v/as appoi4ited,-^he Vacancy- thereby- made may be

fopply'd by fuch Town at any other publick Meeting •, and if any Town or

Towns concern'd, flia:!! negledl to choofe fuch Overfeers, in fuch Cafe thePer-

fon or Perfons chofen by the other Towns may proceed in all Affairs of faid

Houfe, any fuch Negleft or Refufal notwithftanding.

0ntl be it further enaCtCtS, Tl-at there be flrated Qiiarterly Meetings of

O'crfcersro all the Overfeers on the iirit Tuefday of the Months of y-//ir/7, Jilly, O^ober

hold quarter- and January, from Year to Y'ear, to be held at the Work-Houle, in order to

ly Mcetingi. infpeit the Management thereof,and for the ordering theAiTairs of faidl-Ioufe ;

and beiides thefe ftated Meetings, intermediate Meetings (to be held at the

Work-Houfej may be called (v/hen Need requires) by the Overfeers of any

Town concern'd, due Notioe of the Time and Occafion thereof bting given

to the r-eft:in fuch "Way and Manner as fliall be agreed on by the- Overfeers at

any General ftated Meeting.

M=.v choofe: ^5^^ ^1^ Jt rurtJjer CnaCten, That the overfeers when duly aflembled

a Moderator, may choofe a Moderator to regulate the Bufinefs oftheMeeting,who fhall have
Cleric, &c. a Voice in Matters voted or tranfatfted by the Overfeers, in Cafe only of an

Equi-Vote ; and at'their firft generalMceting in everyYear flialj likewile choofe

a Clerk to enter and record all Votes and Orders that from Time to Time
fiiall be made and pafTed by theOverfecs, who fliall be fworn to the faithful

Difcharge of his Truft.

SntI t)C it fUrt!)Cr enaCtCC, That the Overfeers for the Time being at a

Mjv mike general quarterly Meeting fwhereat one half atleaft of the whole Number of
Orticrs and Overfecrs [hali be prefentj fnall have Power to make needful and reafonable

y
a*5. Orders and By-Laws (not repugnant to the Laws of this Province^ for the bet-

ter and more decent regulating the faid Houie, and well ordering the Affairs

of it , which Orders fhall be binding until the Expiration of theYear for which

fuch Overleers flial! be chnfcn, or until they fliall be by them revoked : and at

mm Allow- ^'-"^'"^ Meeting may ! k'^wiie agree with the Mafler or other AfTiflants, and or-

snceiothe der meet Allowar.'e for their Care and Service during the Term for which
Ms!^=r and fuch Overfeers fhall be chofen, or fuch further Term as the Towns concern'd
AlTiilants.

^jjji agree ; all other Matters of lefs Importance relating to the faid Houfe,

may be tranfa£fed at any other Meetings duly warned, when but feven of the

Overfeers are prefent -, ilibjeft neverthelefs to be altered or reverfcd at any ge-

neral ftated Meeting.

SUtI belt fUrtljCr CnaCtCB, That the yearly Stipend or Allowance to the

Mafa-r and Ailiftants over and above what is provided for hy. this Aft for

their Care and Trouble, together with the Charge of keeping the Houie in

Repair, fhall be paid by the feveral Towns concerned in Proportion as they

fct
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ice or rated in the Province Tax at the' Time when fuch- Repairs rnal! he By v.hcvmai.d

larPro-

portion themaide,or fuch Allowance Itated by the Overfeers. or in i-jch otherProportion-n

all the Towns concern'd ihall agree, and the Town or Towns rtfufing or ncg- Aiiow

lecting to advance their refpeftive Proportion of fuch Allowance or other the Maficr

Charges before mcntioned,after they ihall have been ftated andadjufted hy the ^'l'^^"^"'fl
Overfeers, the fame may be recovered of fuch delinquent Town or Town's (in "h^'^Honfc'^

any Court proper to try the fame) by Aftion to be brought by the Perfon or fliali be d,c-

Pcrfons whom the Overfeers may appoint for that Purpofe.
'

Irqcd.

3ntJ l)C it fUttfjCr CnaCtCO, That any three or more of the Overfeers in
Q.^^fefrsof

any Town already provided with fuch a Houfe, and of the Overfeers in any ^g^i, Too n

Town that (either by themfelves or in Conjunftion with other Towns) fli-all cotx.vn'd in-.-

hereafter ere<Sta Work-Houfe, be and they are hereby direfted and impov/red P'^w'^'d i"

to commit to fuch Houfe (by writing under the Hands of the faid Overfeers^
fo"nT"o"fh/''

to be employ'd and govern'd according to the Rules and Orders of the Houfe Wotk Koufe.

any Perfon or Perfons (refiding in fuch Town j that hereafter in this Aft are

declared liable to be fent thither : Provided that no greater Number of Perfons

belonging to any Town be received into the Houfe than fuch Town's Propor-

tion of faid Houfe (to be allotted themj can accommodate,when the receiving

them will exclude or incommode fuch as belong to other Towns.

SlnD t)C it further enaCteO, That the Perfons who fhall be liable to be o^Mf^cvhri
fent to, employed and governed in any Work-Houfe cre6fed or to be erecfed oTPct.ionn ,

,

by one or more Tov/ns, purfuant to this or any- former A61, are all Poor and ''^blc ;o be

indigent Perfons, that are maintained by or receive Alms from theTown ; airo
''"' thulitra •

all Perfons able of Body to Work (and not having Eftate or Means otherways

to maintan themfelvesj who rcfufe or negle6l fo to do, live a dilToIute or va-

grant Life, and exercifc no ordinary or lawful Bufinefs or Calling whereby to

gain an honefl Livelihood -, and all fuch as having fome rateable Eftate 'but ho!:

enough to qualify them to vote in Town Affairs, do negleft the due Care and

Improvement of it, and by confuming their Time and Money in publick

Houfes to the Negleft of their proper Bufinefs, or by otherways mifpending

what they earn'to the Impoverilhment of themfelves or Families, are likely to

become chargeable to the Town.
Towns neg.

9nij it igf Serebp furt&cr protiinet) anu cnactcn, That if any Town '';.']J?s^ ;°v
fnall refufe or negleft to provide their Proportion of the needful Furniture for proportion'^ qF

fuch Houfe, or of the Materials, Implements and other NecelTaries for carrying Maierial>,&c

on theWork there to be performed, according to their Agreement, or as fhall d'^pru'fd ot

be ordered by the Overfeers, fuch Town fhall be deprived of the Priviledge of oJ*f^j,'^j;''^S=

fending any Perfon thither, until fuch Time as they fhall comply with fuch Perfons thi.

Order or Agreement. ilicr.

anD ftC it further enaCtCtI, That befides the aforefaid Proportion of The Mafter

Materials &c. to be found by the Towns concerned, each Town may likewife ro krcp the

provide fuch Materials, Implements and Tools for Work as the Overfeers for Ma'cai'^cf

fuch Town fliall judge any Perfon by them committed to faid Houfe can be ap3n*^from""
employed about with moft Profit and Advantage, during his or her Abode rhrie fent by

there ; and the Mafter of the Floufe fliall receive fuch Materials and keep them other Town*,

feperate and apart from thofe that fhall be fent by any other Town, and fliall „ ,

be accountable to the Overfeers of each Town concerned,as well for the prime counrabletor
Stock as for all Profits and Earnings that fhall be made by the Labour of thofe the prime

(belonging to fuch Townj under his Care ; and fhall keep a Regifter of the ^'<^ck and

Names of the Perfons committed to fuch Work-Houfe, with theTime of their ^^''"'"C'-

being received into and difcharged from it,and of theirEarnings by theirLabour, To keep a

that fo the fame may appear to any of the Overfeers whenfoever they fhall fee Rcgiikr, &c,

Caufe



J 743. Anno Regni Regis G E O R G I J II. Decimo Sexto et Sepdma.

3 44 £eo;tlt-!^oufe5.

Contro^crfici Caufe to infpedt them •, and all Controverfies between the Maiter or Keeper of

Maft'c'" ''^d
^"''^ Hoiife, and the Overfeers of any Town touching his Accompts or other

O^erfccrt of Affairs whatfoever, may be determined by the Overfeers of the Houfe at a
any Town General Meeting.
how to bcde-
terminerf.

^j^^ j,g jj. fy^t^gj gnaCtCtl, That no Town fhall be atCharge for theSup-
EachTown to port or Relief of any Pcrfon committed to laid Houfe, who was not fent ihi-

Ch^ree of
^^^^ ^7 ^^^ Overfeers belonging to fuch Town ; nor any Perfon orderly

fupporting Committed to it, fhall be difcharged from it, but by the Overfeers by
fucii at they whom he was committed, or by the Overfeers at a General Meeting,

Ho£^
"* '^' or otherwife by the Juftices of the Court of General SelTions of the

How Pcrfoni Peace in the fame County, upon Application to them made for that Purpofe

;

cornmiited and every Perfon fo committed fif fit and able to Work) fhall be held and kept

^^y ^
H*^'^'

flridlly and diligently imploycd in Labour, during his or her abode there -, and

Perfwjicom- ^" ^^^^ '•'^^7 ^^ ''^•^^ ^""^ ^^'^ "°^ '^"'y P^i'^oiTn fuch Tafk or Stint as fhall be

mitced to be reafonably affign'd them, or fhall beftubborn and diforderly, fhall be puniOi'd
kept to La- according to the Orders that fhall be made for the ruling,governing,and punifh-

^l*^c f h
^"§ of the Perfons there to he committed, not repugnant to the Laws of this

be"idle or dU- Province,

orderly, to be
punilhed, 2ntl be it further CnaCten, That one third Part of the Profits or Earn-

ings of the Work done by tnr Perfons detained in fuch Houfe, fhall be to the
The Mafter JVf^fter for and towards his Support, over and above fuch further annual Stipend

ThirY of°"he ^^ ^^^ Overfeers fee meet to oider and allow him as before mentioned for his

Earningi. Care and Service.

anD fje it further enaCtCD, That the primeStock,together with the other

How the two Thirds of the Profits or Incomes of the Labour of the Perfons employed
other two there, fhall be difpofed of by the Overfeers of the refpedlive Towns to whom

Earninci and
'^ belongs, either to the Malter in Satisfadion for hisService,Care and Expence

the prime about the Perfons by them committed to him, and at fuch Rate as the faid

Stock fhall Overfeers and Mailer fnall agree, or for tlie Support of the Families of the Per-
be difpofed fg^g there detained ^if any fuch they have) or otherwife for the Ufe of fuch

Town as Occafion fhall require.

Any Work- ^"^ ^^ ^^ fUttfjCr enaCteU, That any Work-Houfe erefted as aforefaid

Houfe may be i^^Y be difcontinucd or applied to any otherUfe whenfoever theTown orTowns
difcontinucd, concerned fhall find or judge their Circumftances require it, and fhall agree fo

in Cafco tQ Jo^

Provided neverthelefs. That nothing herein contained fhall be conftrued

or underftood to abridge the Town of Bojlon, or the Overfeers of the Poor

thereof, any Priviledge or Power (with Relation to a Work-Houfe) already

granted them by a lateLaw of this Province for thatPurpofe made and provided.

BOSTON: N. E.

Printed and Sold by ^amUCl S-ncelanB and CimOt^? <^cecn, by

Order of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, C o u n c r l and Houfe

of Representatives. MDCCXLIII.
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An Ad
PalTed by the Great and General Court orAffembly of His Majefly'sProvince

of the Mafachufili's-Bny in New-Ergland : Brgun and Held at Bcft.cn upon
Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day of May 174^, and continued by Adjourn-

ment and Prorogatior! to Thurfday the twentieth oi OSlober following.

C H A P. II.

An kdi for the more fpeedy iiniiliing of

the Land Bank orManufatlory Scheme.

'^'WTHEREAS notij:;HhJlandvi-g the Bire^ors and Partners of the late Land p ,

,

m/m/ Ba-nk Company hate in general pubiickly renounced their Scheme, and

f f great Numbers of them have redeemed their jlift Proportions of the fiid

late Comfanys Bills, and delivered them up to be confwned, yet many of
the Partners ftill negleCi to do it, by Means "whereof thofe who have paid a due.

Obedience to the Laia, in this Regard ftill remain expofed to the AElions of the

Poffeffors of the faid late Company'' s Bills, ccmraonly called the ManufactoryBills,

which are now outftanding, and many 0} them have fuffered great Lofs thro' the

Default of their Partners^ who contemptiwufly refufe to redeem their due Propor-

tions of the faid Btlls.

Now for themorefpeedy finifning of the faidScheme in as equitable a Man-
ner as may be, and preventing fuch of the Direftcrs and Partners as have

complied with the Law from furiering Ruin or Dammage thro' the Ob-
flinacy or Negleft of their delinquent Partners :

IBe it enaftetJ hx> tfje <^Q^ernour, Council ann !?)oufe of mcprc^ corr.^\^w.

fentatitie0. That John Jeffries, Samuel Danforth, and John a^W/^/fr, Elqis-,
?='Y°^'"™^^^

be Commiffioners to receive Commiffion forthe Purpofes hereafter mentioned Sa^i-Scjiemc.

from the Governour, and the faid Comm'filoners oTany tv/o of them, flTali by
Virtue of this A.&, have full Power effefcnally to order and adjuft all the

Affairs and Bufinefs neceffary for the juft and equaj finifhing of the faid Land
Bank and Manufatlory Scheme ; v/hich Commiffioners before their entring Thrir Fdwcr.

ypon the Execution of the faid Trufb, flmll take the following Oath, viz.

Z z I
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Commiffio-

neri Ojth. I
A. B. do Swear, that I imll faithfully honefily and impartially manage and

difcharge the Truji repofed in me by the Commlffion for ordering andadjuliing

all the Affairs neceffary fur the.finifhing of the Land Bank Scheme, withoutFavour

or Jffeaion, Prejudice or Malice, to the beft of r.iy Skill. So help me GOD.

And the faijd CommifTioners, or any tv/o 6f them, fhail have full Power to

call before them and examine upon Oath any Pe.lons whomfoever, touching

the Affairs and Trade of the faid late' Corr.pany, and to order all the Effec>s,

Books, Papers, and Writings, relating to che faid Scheme and Trade, to be

delivered up to them, that they may aifcover a'! the Debts and Credits of the

faid late Company, and the Quantity of their Eilis emitted, how many of them
are redeemed and confumed,or lying ready to be confumed, and by whom they

were redeem£d,how many are ftil! outftar.ding ; what Lofs andCharge hath al-

ready incurred upo>n them ; and what is tat Proportion of every Diredor and

Partner of the faid late Company for the Redempadn of the outftanding Bills.

Far prevent,

ing fraudu-

lent Convey-
ances.

Commiflio-

ners Power.

preventing any fraudulent. Alienations or Conveyances of the Eftates

offuch of the aforefaid late BireSlors and Partners, who have not redeemed their

juft Proportions of thefaid tills, in order to defraud the faid late Company sCre-

ditors, and avoid the Effect cf this A£l :

25c it fUtt!)Ct CnSiJCD, That from and after the Publication of this Aft
the Eftate of each and every fjch Direftor and Partner fhall be thereby bound

and fuojedted to the Payment of fuch, Sum or Sums of Money as fhall be

afi'jiTed upon him by the faid Commiffioners, or any two of them, with the

Approbation and Allowance of the Great and General Court of this Province

(as is herein after mentioned^ for the Redemption of their relp-^clive Propor-

tions of the Bi'ls of the fjid late Company, and their equitable Part and Share

of all Lofs and Charges arifing by the laid Scheme, in fuch Manner as the fame
or any Part of it would be bound and fuhjeclf d by the adual Service of Procefg

of Attachment upon it ai: the Suit of any Creditor, accordingto the. ordinary

Courfeof the Law, and the Ufage wiriiinthis Province : And the faid Com-
miffioners or any two of,J:hem, are hereby enabled in their own Names to de-

mand and receive fuch Sums of Mnney as iliall be fo a(reil"i:J upon any of the

delinquent Direftors or Partners,, and allowed L-y theGeneral Court as aforefeid;

and alfo to raife the fame by mortgaging in their own Names that Part of any
delinquent Diretftors or Partners Efiate which he had mortg;iged to the faid

late Company for Performance of his Covenants and Agreements with them :"

or, if need be in their own Names ro fuc for and recover the aforefaid Sums
or any Part thereof, in any of His Majefty's Courts within the County of

Suffolk, by fuch Aftions as the Nature of the Cafe fhall require : And the faid

Commiffioners, or any two of them; are hereby likewife enabled in their own
Names to demand and receive of and from any Perfon or Perfons v/hatfoever,

anyMoney,Good3 orEffeds whatfoever,due or owing from them to the faid late

Land Bank Company, and if need be in their ov/n Names to fue for and re-

cover the fame in any of His Majeity's Courts- within the County of Suffolk,

by fuch Adtion as the Nature of the Cafe fliall require ; and fhall apply all

fuch Sums of Money, Goods and Efretls as they Ihall receive and recover of
and from the faid delinqaentDireftors and Partners, and the Debtors ofthe:faid
late Company, or any of them, together with fuchSuras of Money as they fhall

raife by mortgaging the aforefaid Eftates of the faid delinquent Directors and
Partners, or any of them, towards the Redemption of the outilanding Bills of
the faid late Company, and fliall from Time to Time give publick Notice fa

the Bofion Gazette, of what Sums of Money they fliall fo receive, that the

PofTefTors of the faid Bills may bring the lame in' to them, to be redeemed :

And the- faid Commiflioners, or any two of thera, are hereby enabled equita-

bl/
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bly to apportion whatfoever Lois fliall finally appear to arife by the faidScheme

or Trade to the faid late Company in general, or to any of the laidDiredors or

Partners in particular, either thro' the Infolvency of any of the faid lateDireclors

and Partners, or by Means of tlie Charge attending the faid late Manufadiory

Scheme, or otherwife howfoever, among the faid late Direftors and Partners

in general, as the Juftice of the Cafe fhall require, fo as that eacii of them may
bear as near as may be his equitable Proportion of the Lofs aiidBurrhcn arifir.g

by their faid lateScheme orTrade ; and are hereby enabled ii: their own N;imcs

to demand,fue for and recover in any ofHisMajefty'sCourts within theCounty ot

Suffolk^m fuch Manner as is aforefaid, of an.d ti'om each and every of the faid late

Dire6tors and Partners,fuchSum andSums of Money as fliall be faaffcfled upon

any of them, with the Approbation and Allowance of the Great and General

Court for their refpeilive Shares of the aforefaid Lofs and Burthen from Tinle

to Time, till the aforefaid Scheme fiiall be finiflied, and thereupon all the

faid Manufaiflory Bills which Ihall be received by the faid CommiiTioners fhall

be burnt, and the Plates of the faid late Company from whence they v^ere

ftruck, be defaced and broken, and all the Securities given by any of the faid

late Direiflors and Partners to the faid late Company, fnall be cancelled by

the faid CommiiTioners, or any two of them, in their ov;n Names.

Provided al-zvays. That this Aft flial! .not be adjudged or conflrued to. be

intended to hinder the PofTeflovs of any of theManutadory Bills from making
, . ,

the fame Demands upon any of the late Direclors and Partners of the faid late pi." l°['-^^^'

Manufa6lory Company for the Redemption of the faid Bills, as they might jjic to the

have made upon them before the PubIic."tion of thisAG: ; and that the Eflares s-ji-scf the

of the faid Direclors and Partners fhall be as liable to be attach'd at fuch Suits Pc-'^^'-fffi's of

of the PofielTors of the faid Bills, or of any other juft Creditor, as they were
^,.^^^3

'^^

before the making of tirs Ad j any Thing herein contained to the contrary

thereof in any wiie notwithftanding.

Provided alfo. That the faid Commiffioners fhall make a Report of tlieir
p-^vii'^on for

Proceedings in the Execution of their aforefaid Trufc, to the Great and Gene- sn Appeal ra

ral Court at their SeiTion which will begin and be held in May next, for their tiis Governor

Approbation and Allowance or Difallowance thereof, either in Whole or in "^^ Couruii.

Part, and that any of the faid late Diredlors and Partners/ who Ihall tli.ink

hi mfelf aggrieved by fuch Proceedings of the faid Commiffioners, may file his

Appeal frOm their Determination to the faid Court at their aforefaid Seffion in

the Secretary's Office, at any Time before the faid Sefilon of the faid Court,

and in Cafe the Receipt of any Sum in the faid Manufadory Bills charged

upon any of the faid late Diredors and Partners by the faid CommiiTioners

fhall be denied in fucli Appeal, or the Redemption of any of the faid Bills or

the Payment of any Sum of Money to the laid la':e Company, for which no

Allowance has been made by the CommiiTioners, fliall be infifttd upon .in

fuch Appeal, or any Peifon upon whom- the CommiiTioners (hall ailefs any ^^'iff"/"? ro hi

Sum of Money to be paid, fhall deny in fuch Appeal that he v;as either a
^"^'^.^'"J^'"''^

'

Partner or Diredor, or any Ways concerned in the faid late Manufadcry Cour:.~

Scheme, and- the Appellant in any of; thefe Cafes pray that a feigned IfTue at

Law may be direded to be try'd for the Determination of any of the faid

Matters of Fad in one of His Majefty's Courts of Judicature, then the Great

and General Court fnall upon the Appellant's depofiting ten Pounds lawful Caution to be

Money in the Secretary's Office as Caution Money for the Payment of Cofcs, g'''^'^ '" 'J^e

if the Verdid upon the trial of fuch Iffue fhall be found againft him, dired an
QfiT""'

''

IiTue at Law accor'dingly, to be tried at the SuperiourCourt of Judicature to be

held for the County of Sujfolk next after fuch Order made ; which Trial fhall

be a final Determination of fuch Matter : And in Cafe theVerdid in the fame

fngll
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fliall be for the Appellant, then his aturefaid Caution Money depofued in the

Secretary's Office, Ihall be returned to him .• And the Clerk of the Siipericur

Court of Judicature is hereby directed to return a Copy of the Record or fuch

Trial into the Secretary's Office as foon as may be, for rhe Inforrnation of the

Great and General Court therein, which fhall thereupon proceed to the Deter-

mination of the Appeal.

Mortgages to 3nD bC it fUttftCC CltaftCD, That all Mortgages of any Lands or Tene-

be made by ments of any of the faid late Diredors or Partners made by the faid Com-
''''

^°TTl'^'
miffioners, or any two of them as aforefaid, fhall be good and effectual to all

Intents and Purpofes in the Law ; and the formerMortgages thereof made by

the Owners to the faid late Company, fhall be thereupon cancelled and dif-

charged by the faid Commiilloners, or any two of them, in their own Names.

oneri to be

good,

Preamble. ^^d whereas feveral Parcels of the faid ManufaHory Bills may he lodged ift

fame or other of HisMajefiy^sCoiirts of Judicature within thisProvince.uponJudg-

ments obtaitied there by feme of the Poffeffors of fuch Bills again,^ fame of the

Dire^ors or Partners of the late Land Bank Cmnpany^ for the Redemption of the

faid Bills :

'Be it ftlttlb^C enaftetJ, That thejuftlces of fuchCourts (liall within thirty

Bills lodeed ^^^ ^^^^^' ^^^ Publication of this Aft caufe fuch Bills to be delivered up to

in the Cou{C»-the aforefaid Commiffioners, with a CertificatelDf the Names of the Poffelfors

to be delii/iJ'- who lodged the faid Bills in Court, and of the Direftors or Partners of the faid
ed to the

j^^^ Company againft whom JudgmeTiC was obtained for the Redemption of

nerT'"'
"' ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ills.

And the faid CommilTioners fhall be allowed each ten Shillings for everyDay

Allowance to of theirAttendance upon theExecution of their iaid Truil, and no more, to be

the Commifli- paid by the late Diredors and Partners of the aforefaid Scheme, as alfo ais

pnerj. other neceifary Charges which they may be at in profecuting the Affair afore-

faid, out of theEffefts of the faid late Comoany, and fhall render an Account

of their t*roceedings to the Great and General Court, when and fb often as

thereunto required, and fhall fit three Days at lead in a Week for the Difpatch

of faid Bufmefs, until the fame fhall be finifhed.

Provifipn in
3ntl te it fUrtf)0V* enaCtCD, That in Cafe of the De.uh or Refufal of

any of the CoijimifTioners aforefaid, fuch Vacancy fhall be ilipply'd by the

vSncy! Great and General Court.

BOSTON: K E,

Printed and Sold by ^amUCl EtieelanD and CimOt|)g (^teett, by Order

of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, C o u n c i l and Houfe of

Represkntatives, MDCCXLIIL
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Ads and Laws
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in Ne-w-England : Begun and held at Bo/lon upoa

Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day of May 1743, and continued by Adjourn-

ment and Prorogations to Wednefday the eight Day of February following.

CHAP. III.

An Ad to impower Juftices of the Peace

to fummon Witneffes.

rHEREAS it often.happens that when Bifputes of a civil Nature drife

befween Parties, the Matter is fubmitted to the Arbitrament

and Determination of Perjons mutu-ally chofen between them, or where

Anions are commenced the Parties enter into a Rule of Court, whereby

much Coft and long Contentions in the Law are prevented, -but for want ofproper

Authority to fummon IVitneJJes before the Arbitrators andRefcrees,fuch Submi£ions,

References and peaceable Settlements of Difputes are not fo eafy as otherwife they

might be : Wherefore,.

TBe it enaaeli ftp tf)e ©oDecnour, Council ana l^oufe of !Reprc^

ftntatitJCS, That when any fuch Difpute or Difference -arifing between

Parties fliall by them be fubmitted to the Arbitrament and Determination of

Perfons mutually chofen between them, or where Aftions are commenced and

the Pardes have entred into a Rule of Court, it ihall and may be lawful for

any one of His IVfajefty's Juftices of the Peace within this Province in the ref-

pedlve Counties, on Application of either of the Parties or of the Perfons

arbitrating, to grant Subpsenas to fummon and caufe to appear before the Ar-

bitrators or Referees fuch Perfon or Perfons as fliall be named for Evidences

in the Premifes, as fully and in the fame Manner as byLaw he might in Cafes

depending before himfelf-, and every Perfon fo fummoned that fhall refufe or

regleft to appear and m.ake Oath before a Juffice of the Peace in the Prefence

of the Arbitrators or Referees as aforefaid (having firft been paid as in civil

Caufes is allowed to WitnefTes) fnall be fubjefl to the fame Forfeiture andDam-
mage as by Law he might be were he fummoned to appear before any Court

of Record, and fliould refufe or negledt Obedience thereto.

A a a gnB

Preamble.

juffices im-

powred to

fummonl
WitnelTes

in Arbitra-

tions, Refe-

rences &c.

Penalty for

WitnelTes

refufing ta

give Evi-

dence,
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How Wit- 3n5 be it further CnaCteD, That when any Wimefs may be going toSea,
neffes going or lives more than thirty Miles from the Place of the Sitting of the Referees or
abroadareto

^j-bitrators, or by Reafon of Age, Sicknefs, or other bodily Infirmities is un-
belworn.

capable of travelling and appearing in Perfon, then any Juftice of the Peace

to whom Application may in fuch Cafe be made, is hereby impowered and di-

re6ted to proceed in taking fuch Perfon's Evidence according to theLaw made
for taking Affidavits out of Court.

CHAP. ly.

An Ad for the Prefervationof and to pro-

mote the Growth of a certain Parcel of
Wood and Timber in the Townlhip of
Ipfwich in the County o{ Effex.

^JSJHEREJS there is a large Tra5l or Parcel of Wood Land lying in the
Preamble. y y j-^-j^ 'Townjhip of Ipfwich, commonly known by the Name of Chebacco-

Woods, filuate more particularly between Chebacco-Ponds and Manchefter

^own-Line, which Wood Land is lotted laid out and owned by a confiderable Nttm-

ber of Perfons. And whereas it would be of great Advantage to faid 'Town, as

well as to the particular Owners of thefaid Wood and Timber, that the Growth

thereoffhould be preferredfrom thefeeding ajutbrowfing of Cattle and Sheep,which

are frequently turned and kept there, in confiderable Numbers ; and the Laws
already in Force for imbodying Proprietors of common Fields^ not reaching this

Cafe, there needs afurther Provifwn : Wherefore,

iBe it cnactcD bg tbe ®oticmour, Council anij ^oufe of iRcpre'
Method for

fentatiDC0, That aft«r the Publication of this Aft it fhall and may be law-
cailmg a

£^^^1 ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^j^^ Proprietors of faid Wood Land to apply to a Juiiice of
Meetii% o^

the Peace within the fame County, fetting forth in writing the intended.

iQxsoi Che- Bounds by which they would limit their propofed Propriety, together with

haccoWood^, their Intention for Imbodying for that Purpofe, with the Time and Place of

their intended Meeting, on which Application the Juftice fhall make out his

Warrant to one of the principal Proprietors fo applying to notify the faid

Owners and Proprietors to aflemble and meet by pofting up a Notification for

that End on one publick Houfe in each of the Parifhes in faid Town twenty

Day at leafl before the Time of fuch Meeting, at which Time and Place it

fhall be lawful for the faid Proprietors to meet to choofe a Moderator and

Clerk, and if twoThirds of the whole Proprietors (to be reckoned by Intereft)

fhall fee meet they may by a Vote imbody themfelves into a Society, in

which Society the whole Proprietors owning Lands within the propofed Limits

Power of the
^^'^ ^^ concluded, and may at faid Meeting agree upon fome proper Metliods

faid Proprie- fo^ calling Proprietors Meetings for the future, and the faid Proprietors fo im-

tors in their bodyed fhall have and enjoy all the Powers and Privileges for the ordering

Meeting. and managing the Affairs of the faid Wood, and for the Prefervation and In-

creafe thereof, as fully and amply to all Intents and Purpofes, as any Proprie-

tors of Common or General Fields already imbodyed, do or may enjoy by
Aggrieved l^^j of this Province already in Force refpefting any Improvem.ents.
Fer ons may

provided neverthelefs. That if any one of the faid Proprietors fhall think

General himfelf aggrieved by their imbodying as aforefaid, and lliall then enter his

Seffions of DilTent with the Clerk of faid Meeting, he may apply for Relief to the Court

the Peace, of
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of General Seffions of the Peace next to be holden within the faid County -,

and the faid Court may thereupon appoint three Perfons indifferent and difin-

terefted to hear the Parties, duly weigh and confider the Circumftances, and

report their Opinion to the faid Court what may be reafonable to be done be-

tween the faid Parties, which Report being returned the Court fhail enter up

Judgment thereon, and fuch Judgment fliall be binding ; any Thing herein

contained notwithftanding. And the faid Proprietors Ihialh obferve the fame

Rules and Methods in ordering and n:|anaglng their wholeAffairs in allRefpedls

as the Laws have provided in Cafes of Common or General Fields.

C H A P. V.

An A& in Addition to an AQ: r/iade in

the fifteenth Year of his prefeotMajefty's

Reign, Intitled, Jh Act in Additwi to an
^Aclmade to p-^event theVeftritUion of the

FiJIj called AlcmvQs arid other Fifh,

WHEREAS in and hy an M made in the fifteenth Tear of hisfr'ifent Ma-
jeftfs Reign, Intitled An Aft in Addition to an Adl made to. prevent

the Deftruclion of Alewives and other Fifli, it is provided, That all Perfions Yizzn^\Q„,

that Jlwuld thereafter build any Mill Dam or Dams, or that had before the Time

cf the faffing the fame built any fuch Dam acrofs any River or Stream where the

Salmon, Shad, Alewivescr other Fifh ufually -pafs up into the natural Ponds to

caft their Spawn, fjall make or open a fiifficient Paffage Way for the Fifh to pafs

up fuch River or Stream through or round fuch Dam, and fhall keep it open for

the free Paffage of the Fifh from the firft Day of April to the lafi Day cf May
annually ; and alfo that a fufficient Water Paffage round, through or over fuch

Dams foould be made for the Paffage of fuch Fifi or their young Spawn in the

Seafon of their going down fuch River or Stream, on Penalty of fifty Pounds for

every Offence : But by Reafon that no DireEiion is therein given with Refpeit to

the fufficiency of the Sluice or Paffage fo to be made or left vpm, there arifes great

Difficulty to the Owner or Occupant of fuch Dams in complying therewith.

And whereas by Reafon that in fome Streams and Rivers the faid Fifli pafs jooner

and in others later in the Tear thaii the Time prefcribed in faid additional ASi, as

well as that the Time of their paff.ng up and down, is. in fome Streams andRivers

longer, andinfomefaorter, fo that it is found by Experience that the general

Rule in the aforefaid Cafes by Law provided, does not only fail of the good Ends

propofed thereby, but alfo expofes the Owners and Occupants of fuch Dams to

Trouble and Dammage not neceffary to anfwer the good Purpofes offaid additional

^^•- Wherefore,
^^^^^^ ^^

IBe it enacten h^ tfiz muxnom. Council anD Jtjoufe of iRepre^ S^DamT
fCntatt^ES, That it fhall and may be lawful for any Owner or Occupant of ^^^y gppjy to

any fuch Dam or Dams already built, or that may hereafter be built, and vvho the Seffions

are or may be obliged by faid additional A61 to open or leave open fuch Paffage to order the

as aforefaid to apply to the next Court of General Seffions of the Peace to be Paffages for

holden in and for the County where fuch Mill Dam is, and the Juftices cf the ^'.^
and the

Court refpeftively on fuch Application are impowered and diredted to appoint
Circum an-
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a Committee of three fufficient, and as much as may be, difinterefted Perfons

under Oath, to repair to the Dam where the PaHage is propofed to be opened,

and carefully view the fame, and in the befi: Manner they are able to inform

themfelves of the moft proper Place for the PafTage of fuch Fifh up and down
Stream, of what Dimenfions the fame fhall be made or appointed to be, and
what Part of each Year, and how long the fame fhall be kept open, and return

the fame under their Hands, or the Hands of the major Part of them, to the

faid Court for their Acceptance : which Return fo made and accepted, fhall be
deemed and adjudged the lawful Rule of Proceeding in making and keepino-

open the Paflage and Paffages for the Fifh in paffing up and down the Rivers

and Streamsfor the future • Any Thing contained to the contrary in- faid ad-

ditional Aft notwithftanding.

Parties ag-

grieved by

fuch Order

to apply to

the Seflions

for Relief.

Charge how
to be born.

Provided nevertbekfs. That if at any Time after fuch Determination either

Party fhall think themfelves aggrieved by fuch Determination, it fhalJ and may
be lawful for the Owner or Owners, Occupant or Occupants of fuch Mil! Dam
or Dams, or any other five Perfons of the other Party who may expeft Benefit

by faid Filh palling up fuch Rivers or Streams once more to apply to the faid

Court for a new View and Report on the Premifes in Manner aforefaid, which
being by faid Court accepted fhall be final ; the Charge of fuch Application

to h\ born by the Perfons applying in Cafe no material Alteration on the firft

Return is made, but otherways be born by the Owners of the Dam, in Pro-
portion to their Intereft, to be firfl ftated and allowed by the faid Court of Ge-
neral SefTions, and may be recovered by Adion or Adlions of Debt in any
Court proper to try the fame.

^^^^^^^^^^^^i^^^#^^^ii^€^^^

S S T N : N. E.

Printed and Sold by ^amUCl i^tieclann and CimOtbg <^tttn, by Order

of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, Council and Houfe of

Representatives. MDCCXLIII.
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Ads and Laws
Pafled by the Great and Genera! Court or Affembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at Bojlon upon
Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day oi May 1743, and continued by Adjourn-

ment and Prorogations toWednefday theeighthDay of iviraflry following.

CHAP. VL

An Afl to explain a Paragraph in an Adi:

of this Province made in the prefent

Year of his Majeity's Reign, for the

more fpeedy finifhing the Land Bank or

MamifaBory dcheme.

rHEREAS in and by an A£i made and pafs'd at the Sejfion of this Court pjeambJe
held the twentieth Day of October Iqji intitled An A61 for the more
fpeedy finifhing the Land Bank or ManufaSiory Scheme, it is {among

other Things) provided that the faid A£l " fhall not be adjudged or
" conflrued to be intended to hinder the PofTefTors of any of the Manufadory
*' Bills from making the fame Demands upon any of the late Direftors and
" Partners of the faid lite Manufaflory Company for the Redemption of the
" faid Bills, as they might have made upon them before 'the Publication

" of the faid Act, and that the Eftates of the faid Directors and Partners

" fhall be as liable to be attached at fuch Suits of the PcfTcffors of the faid

" Bills or of any other juft Creditor, as they were before the making of the
•' faid Aft, any Thing therein contained to the contrary thereof in any wife
" notwithftanding." And in and by another Claufe of the faidA^ it is ena^ed,
*' That whereas feveral Parcels of the faid Manufadlory Bills may be lodged in

" fame or other of his Majejly's Courts of Judicature within this Province upon
" Judgments obtained there by fome of the Poffejfors of juch Bills againft feme of
" the Direifors or Partners of the late Land Bank Company for the Redemption
*•''

of the faid Bills -, The Juftices of the faid Courts fhall within thirty Days
" after the Publication of that Aft caufe fuch Bills to be delivered up to the
" aforefaid Commiffioners with a Certificate cf the Names of the PoffcfTors

B b b who
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" who lodged the faid Bills in Court, and of the Direftors or Partners of the
" faid late Company againft whom Judgment was obtained for the Redemp-
" tion of the faid Bills."

Jnd whereas if. may have happened that feme cf the Pcffeffors of the faid

Manufaftory Bills who had before the making of the aforefaid yi£l obtained Judg-
ments in fonie or other of his Majefiy^s Courts of Judicature within thisPrtvince

againji fome of the DireSiors or Partners of the faid late ManufaSlory Company

for the Value offome of the faid Bills and Inlerefl due thereon., purfuant to the

JSi of Parliament in that Cafe made and provided, and had thereupen lodged fuch

Bills in the Court where they had obtainedfuch Judgments, but had not then nor

have yet received Satisfaction upon thofe Judgments.

And whereas fome Doubt has arifen whether the Juflices cf his Majeflys

Courts of Judicature where any of the faid ManufaSiory Bills are lodged,

as aforefaid, are not direSfed and bound by the laji recited Claufe cf the

afofefaid Att of this Court to deliver up all the fame without Exception

to the aforefaid Commijfioners, as well in Cafes where the latePoffeffors cf thefaid

Bills who have obtained Judgment in their Court for the Value of the fame and

Interefi due thereon with Cojis of Suit, have not receivedfull SatisfaMion upon

fuch Judgments, as in Cafes where they have received Satisfaciion upon the fame %

Which ConftruElion of the faid Claufe is contrary to and incov/iflent with the plain

Senfe of the herein before firft recited Claufe of the [ameA£i, and to the Intent and

Meaning of the faid A5i in general.

Now for removing the faid Doubt and preventing any Mifconftrudion

of the faid Aft in the Cafe before- mentioned :

T5e it cnaactj atitj ticclatctj tJg tlje ^mzmmt, (ZEouncil ann^^oufe

of lRCptefCntatit)0l3, That the true Intent and Meaning of the herein before

Manufa£to- recited Claufes of the aforefaid Aft for the more fpeedy finifhing of the Land
ry Bills that Bank or Manufactory Scheme .,yf-H'!,a.i the T\mt o^ paffing the iaid Aft, and
for which

f^^^ll be adjudged, confbrued and taken to be, that fuch only of the faid

Value has ManufaSfory Bills, for the Value of which Judgments as aforefaid have been
been re-

obtained, and the late Pofff ffors have received full Satisfaftion according to

"' h d"l'-
^^'^^ Judgments, and it fo appears by the Records of the faid Courts, fhall be

veredtothe delivered out of any of the faid Courts of Judicature to the aforefaid Com-

Commiflio- miffioners : Any Thing in the afore- recited Aft to the contrary notwich-

ners. ftanding.

Preamble.

C H A P. VII.

An Ad to enable Juflices of the Peace and

Town Clerks to adminifter an Oath to

Sealers of Weights and Meafuxes, &c.

and to eftablifh their Fees.

WHEREAS by Law it is provided, that Sealers of Weights and Meafires

when chofen fJjall be prefented to the Court of General Seffions of the

Peace to be fworn, which by Reafon of the Difiance of many Towns in this Pro-

vince from anyfuch Court, often occafions great Delay and unnecefjary Trouble.

For preventing of which for the future :
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T5c it cnaacB ftp tfjc ©otiernour, Council anD !^oufc of iRcpre^ Juftices of

fCntatit!C0, That from and after the Publication of this Ad, it fhail and may l^eace and

be lawful for any one of his Majefty's Juflrices of the Peace in the refpeftive TownClerks

Counties to adminifter an Oath to any Sealer of Weights and Meafures that 1° ^'!'"|^'",

may bechofcn (as by Law already provided) in any Town within the County
to^Cgaigrs g/

where fuch Juftice lives, or the Town Clerk in fuch Towns where no Juftice Weights and
dwells, and fuch Sealer fo chofen and fworn fhall be deemed legally qualified Meafures.

for his Truft.

And "whereas in the late Law for eftahlijijing Fees no Provifion is made for

fuch OJfcers, and by the Alteration of the Value of Money, the former Fees are

become unequal :

IBe it CnafteH, That for the future the Fees for the firfl Sealing any
p^^^ ^^^

Weight, Meafure, Scale or Beam fhall be one Penny half Penny, and for each Sealers fixed.

After-fealing any fuch Weight, Meafure, Scale or Beam, cjie Penny, which

the Sealer may demand and take, and no more : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftoin

to the contrary notwithftanding.

CHAP. VIII.

An Aft to confirm ieveral Votes of the

Proprietors of the wefterly Half of Lei^

ceHer,

WHEREAS the Proprietors of the wefterly Half of the Town (?/L,eicefl:er Preamble,

at their Meeting on the fecond of November laft, voted that theirLands

he fiibje^ed to a Tax of twoPence old Tenor perAcre for theTear i 'jj^d,,anda fur-

ther Tax of two Pence old Tenor per Acre yearly for thefour next Years, for and

towards the Sttpp'-'rt of a learned orthodox Mmifler in that Part of the faidTozvn ;

and alfo that their faid Lands fiall be fubjeHled to a further Tax of a Penny old

Tenor per Acre for the firft Tear, viz. the Year 1744, to pay contingentCharges ;

And that the faid Proprietors at their Meeting on the fifteenth of this Inflant

February, chofe Mr. Samuel Hunt their Treafurer, and voted that the Lands

fijall be fubje£ied to a further Tax of a Penny new Tenor per Acre towards the

Settlement of a Minifter ; provided always that thofe of the Proprietors and Set-

ters that have Jubfcribed a Writing dated the 2-]th of December laft for that

Purpofe floall pay to Mr. Treafurerlrivmt the feveral Sums therein fet againft their

Names, amounting together to the Sum of a hundred and feven Pounds oldTenor :

And at both the Meetings aforefaid, the faid Proprietors voted, that Mejp.eurs

James Wilfon, John Stcbbins, and Mofes Smith, Inhabitants of the -wefterly

Half of Leicefter be Ajfejfors of the Monies voted as aforefaid,and that Meffiems

John Cunningham, Samuel Bemus, fun. and Jofhua Barton, be CclleSiors to

colle3 the Monies that fhall be affeffed on the faid Proprietors by the faidAffeffors ;

and alfo that the Clerk be defired to make Application to the Great and General

Court to confirm the Votes aforefaid.

And whereas Samuel Tyley, Jun. Clerk of the faid Proprietors hath prefer'

d

his humble Petition in Behalf of the Jaid Proprietors to the Great and General

Court now fitting, praying them to pafs an A£i or Law for confirming theVotes

aforejaid, and enabling the faid Affeffors to affefs and the faid Colkaors to

calleii, aud the faid Treafurer to receive the Monies aforefaid :

Therefore
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Votes of the 050 It cnaftcD t)p tbe ®oticrnour, Council anu fpoufe of JReprc-
Proprietors fcntatiUC0, That tlie Votes aforefaid, made by the iaid Proprietors in Man-
of the VVeft ^^p 35 atorefaid, be and hereby are confirmed, and that the faid Aflfcffors Cor
Part of Let-

^^y t^vo of themj and the faid Colledors fafter they have been duly fworn
cej er con-

^^^ thofe Purpofes^ be and hereby are impowered and enabled to affefs the faid
^^^ '

Inhabitants, and colledl and receive the Moneys aforefaid in the fame Manner
as otherTowns orPrecinfts have heretofore alTcired and coUeftcd theirRates and

Taxes, and that the faid Treafurer or his Succeffors be

to receive the fame

rer accordingly.

and hereby is enabled

which the faid Colledtors are to pay to the faid Treafu-

BOSTON:
Printed and Sold by ©aittUCl Eneelailtl and CintOtf)? (StCCn, by Order

of His Excellency the GOVERN OUR, Council and Houfe of

Representatives. MDCCXLIII.
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An Ad
Pafled by the Great and General Courtor Aflembly ofHis Majefty's Province

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at Bofton upc;.

Wednelday the thirtieth Day of May 1744, and continued by Adjournment

to Thurfday the ninth Day of Auguft following.

C H A P. IX.

An h.dL in further Addition to and Ex-
pknationof the A£t for the more fpeedy

finifhing of the Land Bank or Maim-
faBory Scheme^

rHEREAS in and by an 43 pajed in the /eventeenth 2'ear of hisprefent
^^^^^-^^\^^

Majeftfs Reign, intitled An A6t for the more fpeedy finilhing of the

Land Bank or Manufaftory Scheme -, it is provided, that the Ccm-

mijjioners therein named, fiould make a Report of their Prccecdirigs in

the Execution of their Truji to this Court at their prefent 'S-'Jft-n for their Appro-

bation and Allowance, er Difallowance thereof, either in M^holt or in Part, ar.d

that any of the late Directors and Partners of the late LandBank or Manufadory
Company, who fhould think himfelf aggrieved by the Proceedings of the faid Com'

mijfioners, might file his Appeal from their Determination to this Court in the Se-

cretary's Office at any Time before the prefent Seffion thereof.

And whereas the Affairs of the faid late Company have hem fince found to be

fo ' circumftanced, that an Affejjment on all the late DireSlors and Partners for

their refpeSiive Prbpoirtions of the whole of the Charge and Lofs that has arifen

on faid Scheme and Trade could not be made before the prefent Seffion of thisCourt

;

hut the faid Commiffioneis have, during the prefent SeffioH thereof, afjeffed fuch of
the delinquent Partners in faid Scheme as have paid no Part of ivbai is due from
them to the faid late Company, nor have otherwife redeemed any Part of the Bills

which they borrowed and received of the faid late Company, in divers Sums of

Money, confijiing of the principal Sums by the faid delinquent Partners refpe/^ively

received from the faid late Company in Land Bank or Manufaftory Bills, atid the

C c c Intereft
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~ ' ~ intereji due thereon, together with the further Sums of fix Pounds on every Hun-

dred of the original Sum drawn out cf the [aid lare'Compariy s Stock, or borrowed
out of the fame by fuch of the faid affefjed Partners as whe concerned in Trade^

and three Pounds on the Hundred., as the Proportion of the other affeffed Part-

ners, and fo pro rata for any greater or lefs Sum -, and havemade a Report of their

faid Proceedings to this Court, which Report is dated i6th of Auguft

1 744. But inafmuch as the Parties fo affeffed have had no Opportunity, in Cafe

they fjoiili think themfehes aggrieved by the faid Proceedings, offiling their Ap-
pealfrom the aforefaid Determination of the faid Commifjjoners, to this Court, at

their prefent Sejfion, as in and by the before in Part recited A£l it is provided they

fhould have Liberty to do :
•

TSe it tf)erefo?c enactetJ t)j) tfje <^'ODeniout, ai^unctl anD g)oufe of

Appeal al- KepieientatiUeS, That the faid Partners oi the laid late ivlanufactory Com-
iowed CO (he pany, who have beenaffefied by the faid Coramiffioners in Manner ar'orcfaid,

I'arrncrs ot and every of them fhall have Liberty, in Cafe they or any of thcip fhall think
rhtLandBjnk

themfelvc-s aggrieved by the befbre-menti'oned Determination an(3' Afll-fnTient

Court from ^^^ appeal from the fame to this (aOiirr at their rtex^Seirion, provided th:-y Ihall

thcCommiffi- file ilich Appeal or Appeals in:tb€?SecretaFj's^'''Office- on or before the feventh
onerj D^ter- Day of September next enliiing,~afld-fuch A^«als^and-the Matters anung there-
miiianons.

^^^ (j^^|j ^^ wholly governed, tried and determined by the Kules pjefctibed

.touching. Appeals by -the laid in Part 'recite (?l A&y-'-^AfiA fhe aforefaid r!;-cceed^

ings of the faid Commiiijoners, and every Part thereof,' arc hereby declared to

to be allowed and approved of by this Gcjrt againfl: inch cl the Partners affef-

fed as aforefaid, who ihall not file their Appeals from the farrie as^aforefaid,

within the Term herein before limited for that Purpofe-; And fuch-of-thr laid

Partners fliall be chargeable to pay to the faid Commiffioners the refpedive

Sum or Sums affeffed upon them ; ^nd oti Negledl of Payment thereof, the

faid Comaiiffioners may in their own I^fames raife, fue^far, ap.d:redaYe,^th6 iaAe

in fuch Manner asfn.^nd'by th£iaiii--fo'r-mer: All* is-j^oVicie^/ •'

"
'

' ' " '

"^

Provided neverthelefs^Sriut tbe|^id-:toma>iffipHc'*6, ihall, give-N^c^
Commiflio-

j^^g Partners of the (ate Maiiufadofy Company't5}r,^tfiem aifeite'H^'s/afiiftfaid,

NoticTohheic of the, ffiveral before-mention'd Affeffments, by eairEng a Ci'il: 'or.fccfi'yale of

AfTefsment in the fame, together with a Copy ot this Act, to be inkrted in t!ie fegr w.eekly

the Bofion Prints, called, The Bo/ion M'^eekly Pof-Boy,.Thh-MpnEvsnr>i^-'-nfi,'Ths
New. Papers

^^^^^ Gazette, or IVeekly Journal, and The Bopn Weekly News-Letter^yj^k

Ihall be next publifhed after the Publication of' this Avft;.- ' ViAjA^i\^'|\

^ :.. -::; '

•'
,-

"

:/ ..:: / • v,:;^ -•....-w'-jaa ^^^-^

Aid whereas the Affairs of the fuid late CompanyAre md^r fuch &reu7nfiaftce.
ream e,

^^^^ theJame cannot be adjufted andtfimflied in cm-iquitable Manner if-one Jingle

Jffeffment,: hut divers-. Afjejfments, by -t^jejjmd Commijfmei-i on the lair Birt5lo'ri

and Partners of the faid late Company->Mi divers:.Reprts of .their Proceedings iff

this Court, are requtjite.for that Pur-pofii::...: .;.:
- \

' '^

IBe it flli;t!)pl CMCt?D, That tke:fatd Commii11oners,orany two of r'lcm,

Ihall and may from Time to Tim^iViwH the Affair? of the laid litre (>::mna',f'

.rr. be wholly fettled and finiflied, as,.o,fcen as there.fhaU.be Occalion,' i^.A?. fircl?

no-Tto'make Affeffments on. any. of the ,faid late Direftors and ' BatCners aschey-.'h;-:'-'- jadge^

AutTt Affeft-I neceffary for finilhing the faid Lund Bank or ManufiauaorySGhe;i««<-^j^%ie^r^^

if they' equitable Manner, purfuant to'.tijie-.D.ireaions oi:th^'. ftid^in ,Pa>t-r«ioi#d.'A'6V;^^

^^* and upon every fuch AlTeffments/beL'-fg Jiiradt,.tte'..faid:Gbhimiffioi1ei^fe^l^^?v'^

the Parties thereby aiTcfled Notice .chereoty.' by^cauii^g' Lifts or Scl^^jdiiles ^^
fuch AficfTments to be- inferted in tlia' before-mffntiojii'd- Weekly PHi«s,'wHictt'

Ihall be next pubiifh^d after the makiog the faid Afft'ffment ; and that anfwr

all'i'w'd Ifom ^^^ faid late DireaorserPartners*, Avha.flTalf think himfc-lf n;^prfev'd by snf'

the°m. f4(;h,Bfeter,mj.a3j,ip.Q&ad,MMiii£rit tOvbe made fey th^ faid 'Cpmrnlilioner^,-

iA\ \iw« ,rii.a riofisioncMn^ insa m&A «. x^^w^^ ^v?^^ -H -*- *^ -. ' may '

mcnt»

judge
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may an any Time within fourteen Days n.e2t nfcer. Notice thereof being pub-

Jifhed in the four before-mention'd weekly Print?, file his Appeal from the

lame to this Court in the Secretary's Office-, and all fuch Appeal5,^nd the

Matters arifing thereon, fliall be wholly govern'd, try 'd and determined by the

Kules prefcribed touching Appeals by the fiid m Part recited Aft.

anti t)C it fUrt!)Cl' enaCteO, That every iijrther AlTeirment made by the ^fK-f.rncn/ri

faid Commiirioners, fhall remain in the Chamber of the Court-Houfe in Bojlon, ^^ '"^"--^
}!y„

wherein the faid Commiilioners ulually meet for the Execution of their Truft,
on-is°Cl)d::rfV°

until the Expiration of the faid fourteen Days herein before limited for the bcr.

fihng of Appeals, ready for the Infpeftion of fuch of the Parties therein afTeiled

as fl:iall defire the fame, and Copies thereof attefted by the Clerk of the faid

Commiilioners (hall be deliver'd to them upon their Requeft, and at their pro-

per Charge •, and that the faid Commiirioners iliall make Report of their Pro- Dircaorsand

ceedings in every fuch AlTefTment to this Court as foon afterwards as may be,
P'»''tnef»ch'ir-

for their Approbation and Allowance or Dilallowance thereof, in Whole or f^l Sami^
in Fart •, and each and every of the faid late Dirediors and Partners fhall be aircfl'ed.

chargeable to pay to the faid Commiilioners the Sum or Sums in which he or

they (hall be from Time to Time afifeiTed by the faid Commiffioners, with the Comtniffio.

Approbation of this Court, and onNegletl of Payment thereof, the faid Com-
"^'"'7'd*^^'

miiiioners may in their own Names raife, fue for, and recover the fame in fuch

Manner as by the faid former Adl: is provided.
Copies of M'

anil tie it fUttf)et enaCteO, That atteffed Copies of the AfTeflfment here- fefimems ti

in before-mentioned to be already made by the faid Commiffioners. fhall be be delivered

delivered out of the Secretary's Office to any of the Parties therein afifcfTed up- °^^ °[ ^^%,

on their Requeft and at their proper Charge.
Offi'o:.'"^^

'

And whereas in and by the hefore-mentioned A5i, the faid Commiffioners are

ehliged to fit three Bays in a Week for the Bi[patch of the Affairs offaid Scheme, PreainBie:

until the fame fhall he finifoed : And whereas their Attendance for fo great a Part

of the Week may not be neceffary after they fhall have made their next Affeffmcnt^

and reported thefame :

IBZ it t\)ZX2tOlt enaCtCO,That the faid Commiffioners fhall not beobliged CommiSo-

fafter they ihall have prcfented their next AftelTment on the aforefaid Manu-
f"*""'

°^°

faftory Company to this Court for their Allowance^ to fit more than one Day
^fo^fc tbanon*

in a Week, unlels when they fliall judge that the Affairs of faid Company Day in the

fhall require more frequent Attendance. Week,

BOSTON: Printed by @)amuel !^nec!ana and CittiotDg <^um,
by Order of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, Council and Houfe of
Representatives. MDCCXLIV.
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An Ad,
Faffed by the Great and Genera! Courtor Affembly of HisMajefty's Province

of the Maffachufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at Bofion upon
Wednefday the thirtieth Day of May 1744, and continued by Adjournment

and Prorogations to the tenth Day of OSlober following.

CHAP. X.

An A(3: for appropriating a Part of the

Ifland called Governour^s-IJland in the

Harbour of Bojion, to the public Ufe
of this Government.

'W'lTT'HEREAS it has been reprefented by the Captain General, and it appears

§/§/ to this Court, that it is of great Importance to theSafety of this hisMa-
f f jejiys Province, that two Batteries with a fuitable 'Number of Cannon Preamble.

to be planted thereon, be without delay built and ereSied on the Ifland

called Governour's- Ifland, 7?/z<rt;e and lying in Bofton-Harbour andeafierly of his

Majefiy's Caftle William, which Ifland is now the Property and in the Poffeffion

of Mrs. Anne Winthrop offaid Bofton in the County of Suffolk Widow-, and,

after her Deceafe is by the Indenture of Adam Winthrop of Bofton Merchant^

of the one Part, and John Wainwright of Ipfwich, Efq; on the other Party

bearing Date the twenty-feventh ZJaj 0/ December One Thoufand feven Hundred,

to defcend to the Ufe and Behoof of the Heirs begotten of the Bodies

of Adam Winthrop late of faid Bofton, Efq; deceafed, and the faid Anne
Winthrop forever ; and in Default of fuch Heirs to the Ufe and Behoof of the

next and right Heirs of him the faid Adam Winthrop for ever, and to no other

Ufe Intent or Purpofe whatfoever.

And whereas by Reafon of faid Indenture it isfound impraEficahle to obtain a
fufficient Deed of Conveyance of a fuitable Part offaid Ifland from the faid Anns
Vv inthrop or any other Perfon whereon to ereSl and build the faid Batteries, and
confequcntly for the Captain General to proceed in ereSling and building the fame
•without the Interpofuion of this Court, altho' it is judged by them of abfolute

Necefftty for the publick Safety : Therefore

D d d oae
,

,0 h, ISO
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3^^ (BnUmnuvB 3Mnti,

takcPofliffion

of it.

Sheriff of qgg it enaftcB bp tbe (©o'ogmoiir, Council, ann fpoufe of Eepre^

oufund (or ffl^t^titJeg, ann it is t)erEtjp enatteO, That it fnall and may be lawful

the Province for the Captain General and Governour in Chief in and over his Majefty's

on Governom'% Province of the Majfachufetts-Bay, to iffue his Order direded to the High She-
IJlan^, and ^\Q ^f theCounty of Suffolk, requiring him forthwith to repair to the faidWand,

'""
and in the Name and Behalf of this Government to bound out in luch Place

thereof and in fuch Form as the Captain General fnail direcl, the full Qaan-

tity of three Acres and an half thereof, and in the Name and for the life

of this Government to take Poffeflion of the faid three Acres and an

half he fhall fo bound out with the Flatts before the fame ; and the faidSherilF

fhall certify his Proceedings herein, with the Bound-^ of the faid threeAcres and

an half laid out as aforefaid into the Secretary's OfKce, by him to be recorded

in the Book of Records of this Province.

Said Land to ^llD hZ it i\XXi^ZX. CliaCtCD, That the faid three Acres and an half of faid

fae'appropria- Ifland fo bounded out, CPolfefTion thereof being taken, and Return and Re-
icd for build, cord thereof being made as aforefaid^ and alfo the Flatts before the fame,fhall
ing Batteries j-^ence forward by Virtue and Force of this Ad be adjudged and deemed the
thereon.

lawful Right and Property of this Government, and fhall be and remain to

their Ufe for the building and impF<Sving the faid Batteries, and for other dc-

fenfible Preparations for ever hereafter.

AnyAaion to 'BC Xt fUttb^t CttaCtCD, That if anyAdion orAdions of what Name or

be brought Nature foever Ihall at anyTime hereafter fee brought oy any Perfon or Perfons
for Rfcojcry for the Recovery of the faid three Acres and an half of the faid Ifiand and the
of the faid

piattj out of the Hands of thisGovernment,or forDammages for the Iraprove-

gainft the" Hient of the fame, or againft any particular Perfon or Perfons, fuch Adion or

Sheriff to be Adions tending to defeat or in any wife to interrupt or impede the plain and
bar^d b| thii necef&ry Intent and Defign of thisAd, or againft the faid Sheriff for anyMat-

ter orThing he (hall do in Confequence hereof, this Ad may be, pleaded inBar

to all and every Hich Adion or Adions refpedivcly, and the fame fhall be

bar'd and made void accordingly.

Jnd to the Intent that full SatisfaSiion may he made by this Governmsnt to the

faid Anne and the Heirs before mentioned :

15c it fUttijCt EnaftCD, That fix prudent and fufEcient Perfons fhall be
Pcrfonitobc appointed,' three thereof by the Secretary of this Province, and three b" the

aEngthe f^id Anne Winthrop, or in Cafe of her Negled or Refuflil, by his Majcay's

faid Land, Juftices of the Superiour Court, or any three of them ; and in Cafe the major

Part of faid Appraizers fhall not agree, they fhall have Power to chufe a ie-

venth, and faidAppraizers fhall be under Oath to eflimate and appiize the faid

threeAcres and an half of Land and theFlatts aforefaid in lawful iVIoney ; and"

the Appraizement and Value fo made and taken by them or the major Part of

them fhall be returned to the faid Secretary,and fhall by him be recorded in the

aforefaid Book for theBenefit andBehoof of the {-axAAnneWinthrop and Heirs a-

S
•

f a"
forefaid inManner following, -u/z. The lawfuUnterell of the wholeSum fhall be

be made to annually paid by the Treafurer of this Province for the Time being, out ofthe

the Proprietor Appropriations that are or may be made for fatisfying of Grants,to the faid^fawe

out oi the ^/K/^r(9/> during her natural Life, and at her Deceafe the Principal fhall be

paid to the laid Heirs in fuch Proportion as the remaining Part of faid Illand

fhall be lawfully diftributed and fettled on them in Confequence of the Inden-

ture aforefaid.

BOSTON: Printed by ©amUSl EncelanB and Clmotfjp (SteCH,

by Order of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, Council and Houfe of

REPRESENTATIVES. MDCCXLIV.
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Ads and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of HisMajefty'sProvince

of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and held at Bofion upon

Wednefday the thirtieth Day oi May 1744, and continued by Adjourn-

ment and Prorogations to Wednefday the twenty-eighth Day of November

following.

CHAP. XI.

Aa Ad in further Addition to an A£t
afcertaining the Value of Money, and
of the Bills of public Credit of this

Province.

rHEREAS notwithftanding the Provifion that is made m and hy an ASt

pafs'd in the fifteenth Tear of his prefent Majefty's Reign (intitled An preamble.
Aft to afcertain the Value of Money, and of the Bills of publick Cre-

dit of this Province, granted this prefent Year for the Supply of the

Treafury, and for fecuring the Credit of faid Bills) for fecuring to any Creditor

or Creditors 'what the Bills of Credit mightfink or depreciate in their Value between

the Time of contraSfing the Debt and the Payment thereof, it has been a frequent

PraSice for Creditors to exalt and take of their Debtors for the Loan of any Sum
or Sums of Money lent, and for Forbearance of their Debts,more than fix perCent

;

hy which Pra£iice feme of the goodand •wholefeme Laws of this Province^ and the

equitable Intent and Defigns of them are eluded, and great Oppreffion and Injuftice No Allow-

introduced, to the Reproach of this Government. ance to be

Now, for the Prevention thereof for the future : made for tho

'Be it enaaeo fig t&e <5ot)ern0ur, Council ano }t)oufe of Hepre* '^^p^^'^'r^J's

fCntatitlCS) That in all Aftions hereafter to be brought for the recovering "V"^
^"'*

any Debtor Sum due upon Bond, orotherwife contrafled and payable in Bills
•yn^'^^h"*

of Credit fince the thirty firfl Day of March One Thoufand feven Hundred {jgg'„ allow'd
and forty two, or that may be contradted within five Years ef that Date, if ajreadyforit

E e e the
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the Debtor will tender nis Oath la Court that the Creditor has received any
Thing for the Loan or Forbearance of fuch Debt either in Money, Bills,Goods,
or by any new Bond, Bill, Note of Hand, Order, or under Colour of being

paid for any Service or Thing, or by keeping back any Part of the Sum fpe-

cified to be paid in the Condition of any Bond or other Specialty, or by any
other Way or Means whatfoever, either direftly or indiredly, more thanyf^

Pounds for the Loan or Forbearance of one Hundred Pounds for a Year, and fo

after that Rate for a greater or lefs Sum, or for a longer or fhorter Time, then

and in fuch Cafe, unlefs the Owner will make Oath to the contrary, Judgment
Ihall be made up only for the exact nominal Sum received by or due from the

Debtor fwith lawful Intereft for the fame, if it be payable with Intereff j but if

the Creditor will tender and aftually give his Oath as aforefaid, then Judgment
fhall be entred up for the full Value of faid Debt, as it was at the Time of con-

trafting the fame.

And whereas there may be Debts and Sums payable in Bills of Credit or law-

Preamble. f"'^ Money yet due and owing from Man to Man, that were contrasted before the

faid thirty firli Day of March One Thoufand feven Hundred and forty two, and

no Provifion tnade in the Law for making good to the Creditors what the Bills, in

which fuch Debts or Sums might be difcharged, have depreciated on fallen : And

I
inafmuch as it appears jujl and equal that the Lojs and Dammage arijing to fuch

Creditors by the falling and depreciating of the Bills of Credit fince the faid^thirty

firjl Day of March, fhould be made good :

Provifi n f
^^ *^ fUrtf)0r CnaCtCD, That in all fuch Cafes it fhall be in the Power of

making good
'•^'^ Jjltices of the feveral Courts within this Province, to make up Judgment

the Value of for fuch additional Sum or Sums as the faid Bills fhall be found to have depre-

thcDebtsbe- ciated from the faid thirty firft Day of March, until the Time of making up
fore March fiich Judgment, but not for any other or longer Time •, in which Judgment
31. 1742. the fame Rule fhall be obferved as in Cafe of Debts contrafted after the faid

thirty firfl Day oi March, as in this A&. is before provided ; faving always to

the Debtor the fame Relief in Cale he has in any Manner or WSy, direftly or

indiredly paid orallowed more xhznfix per Cent, as aforefaid, as is provided for

him in this A6t refpeding any Debtor Sum that was contraded or agreed

upon after the faid thirty firft Day of March.

And whereas many of His Majeffs SubjeSls in this Province, from an Appre-

henfion that the Bills of Credit of the new 'Tenor were to be valued, taken and

efteemed' as lawful Money, from which Apprehenfions many Perfons have obliged

themjelves by their Bonds and otherways, to fay lawfti.1 Money where ..nothing, but
Preamble, y^/^ ^^^^ ^^^^ received, or Goods for which the Creditor would have received'Bills

m Payment, nor was any Thing elfe intended or expeSied by either Party at, the

Time of contrasting the Debt ; nottvithftanding which, fame of the executive Courts

of this Province have, contrary to the ExpeElation and Intention of the Parties as

aforefaid, made up their Judgments on faid Debts for lawful Money only, and
conjlrued the fame not to be payable in Jaid Bills, whereby the Debtor has been ca-

pable of difcharging or fatisfying the Execution only with Silver, the extream Scar-

city of which renders it almoft impracticable to fatiify the Debt without payingfuch
additional Sum to the Creditor as he will be pleafed to take in faid Bills, much to

the Debtor''s Oppreffion, which this Government ought to prevent

:

Wherefore,

Judgment to %^ {{, EtiaCtCll, That when any Sum or Sums of Money, due or contrafted.

be given on- for fince thetiift Emi.TiOn of the faid New Tenor Bills in the Year OneThou-
ly for Bills f^^j {even Hundred and forty one, or that fliall be contradted for within the

^^^' ot lein ^P^^^ °^ ^^^ ^^^""^ '^''""^ ^^^"^ ^^'^^' °" ^°"'^' ^'"' '^^"'^' °'' ^^^^'^'^'"' whether

•r^e'ceived.
"''^'^ Intereft or without, if the Debtor will tender his Oath that he received of

the Creditor no Silver on which faid Debt or Sum then fued for arofe, or that
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it was not agreed by the Parties that Silver fhouid be paid in Diicharge of Tuch

Debt or Sum due, that then and in every fuch Cafe, unlefs the Creditor will

bond Fide make Oath that Silver was received or agreed for, and underftood,

and intended to be paid by the Parties at the Time of contrading the faid

Debt or Agreement for the Sum fued for, the Judgment fhall be given for

Bills of Credit or lawful Money at the Debtor's Eiedlion, allowing in fuch Judg-
ment for what the faid Bills may have depreciated from the thirty firft Day of
March One Thoufand feven Hundred and forty j;wo, to the Time the Judg-
ment is made up.

Saving always to the Debtor the fame Relief in Cafes of this Nature which Saving.
is by this Afl: already provided for him, where more xhmfix per Cent, has been
paid for the Loan or Forbearance of any Sum as aforefaid.

CHAP. XII.

An A£t for the more Ipeedy Extinguifh-

ment of Fire, and prefcrving Goods
indangered by it,

WHEREAS the Contiguity or Nearmfs of Houfes in many Towns in this

Province makes it difficult when they accidentally take Fire, to preferve
p^gajjibig^

the}n, and prevent its fpreading, by Reafon of the Inhabitants being ter-
'

rifled by fo grievous a Calamity, and the IVant of proper Perfans appointed to direSi

fuch as may be ready to ajftjl : And moreover ill-minded Perfans take the Advan-

tage of the Hurry and Confufion attending fuch Accidents to plunder, and to em-

hezzle the Goods of their diftreffed Neighbours. Wherefore,

T5e it cnaacb bg t&e ©otiernour. Council ana !t)aufc of Ecpce= ah Towns
fCntatitoCS, That the ievera! Towns within this Province may, if they fee fit, impowered

at their anniverfary Meeting in March annually appoint a fuitable Number of tochufeFire

Perfons (not exceeding ten) who (hall be denominated Fire-Wards, and have Wards,

each for a diftinguiihing Badge of the Office, a Staff of five Feet long, painted

Red, and headed with a bright Brafs Spire fix Inches long.

And the Fire-Wards afore-mentioned are hereby required, upon Notice of

the breaking forth of Fire, (taking with them their Badges refpeftively) imme-

diately to repair to the Place, and vigoroufly exert themfeives in requiring and

procuring Afliftance to extinguifh and prevent the fpreading of the Fire, and

for the pulling down or blowing up any Houfes, or any other Service relating Their Duty,

thereto, as they may be directed by two or three of the chief civil or military

Officers of the Town, to put a Stop to the Fire, and in removing Houfhold

Stuff, Goods and Merchandizes out of any Dwelling-Houfes, Store-Houfes, or

other Buildings aftually on Fire, or in Danger thereof, in appointing Guards

to fecui e and take Care of the fame, and to fupprefs all Tumults and Diforders. ;

And due Obedience is required to be yielded to them, and each of them accord- , ,;,-

ingly for that Service. ,-.;:

And all Difobedience, Neglefl: or Refufal in any, fhall be informed of to

fome of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace within two Days next after, and "enalty for

the Offenders therein, ijpon Conviftion thereof before any two Juftices ^oraw
^ift^'j^rnin

Vnus, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Shillings each, to be levied and
gxtinauifti-

ditfributed by the Difcretion of the Se]e6t-Men among the Poor moft diftreffed ingof Fire,

by the Fire : And in Cafe the Offender or Offenders are unable to fatisfy the

Fine, then to fuffer ten Days Imprifonment.

2lnD be it fUttt)er enaeteD, That if any evil-minded Perfons fhall take

Advantage of fuch Calamity to rob, plunder, purloin, embezzle, convey away
or
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Penalty for or conceal any Goods, Merchandizes or Effetts of the diftrefled Inhabitants,
Perfons pur- whofe Houfes are on Fire, or endangered thereby, and put upon removing cheir
loining or Goods, and fhail not reftore and give Notice thereof to the Owner or Owners,
concealing

jf j^^iown, or bring them into fuch publick Place as fhall be appointed and

from theFlre
^^^8"^^ by the Governour and Council, within the Space of two Days next

^
after Proclamation made for that Purpofe ; the Perfon or Perfons fo offending,

and being thereof convided, (hall be deemed Thieves, and fuffer the utmolt

Severities of the Pains and Penalties by Law provided againft fuch.

CHAP. XIII.

An Ad: for afcertaining the Bounds of the
Town of D'ighton.^nd for the Confirma-

tion of their Powers and Privileges.

Preamble. WWJHEREAS in the Tear One Thoufand feven Hundred and twelve^ the

VV South PrecinS in Taunton was ereSed into *« Townjhip by the Name of
Dighton, but the Bounds thereof were nut fully afcertained^ and by Reafon thereof

of late there have fame Difputes arifen^ and Application hath been made to this

Court to afcertain the Bounds :

nst it cnaaeD tig tfic (^oDcrnour, Council ann Jt)oufc of Eepre-
fCntatitlCSt, That the Bounds of the faid Town oi Dighton fhall be as follows,

„ ,
f

viz. Beginning at a Heap of Stones by a Rock near the Water Side on the

th^Townof wefterly Side of Broad Cove, and from thence running WeflerJy to a Heap of

Dighm fla- Stones near Brijlol old Path, and from thence Wefterly to a Heap of Stones

ted. near two Miles from faid Broad Cove, and then running Northerly about two
Miles to a Stump of an Afh Tree, thence Weft and by North to Rehoboth

ancient Line, to a Stake and Stones about it, being the North Corner of the

Town of Swanzey, and the Southweft Corner of the faid Town of Dighton,

thence Northerly on a ftreight Line to a marked Tree, commonly called the

Horfe-Shoe, thence Eafterly by marked Trees down to the three Mile River,

fo called, then with faid River to Taunton great River, then down Taunton

great River 'till it comes to the Bounds firft mentioned, together with Affonet-

Ncck, fo far Northerly as to come to the northerly Bound of the Land that

Inhabitants was Mr. Edward Shove's ; and that theLand included within the Bounds afore-

vefted with faid, (hall always hereafter be deemed a Townfhip by the Name of Dighton as
the Powers aforefaid, and that the Inhabitants thereof be inverted with the Powers, Privi-
ofaTown.

j^g^^ ^^^ Immunities that the Inhabitants of any of the Towns within this

Province by Law are, or ought to be inverted with, any Law, Order or Cuftom
to the contrary notwithftanding.

And all former Afts and Proceedings of the Inhabitants of the faid Town

f th"^faW
^^ Dighton are hereby declared, to all Intents and Purpofes, as valid, and of as

T wn con- ^^'' EfFedias if the iaid Town had by an A6t of this Court been incorporated

firmed. ^""^ inverted with the Powers and Privileges of a Town/hip at the Time of
their being taken off from Taunton^ or feparated as aforefaid.

Provided always^ That Property fhall not be afFeded by this Aft, any Con-

Provifo. ftrudlion thereof, or of any Part thereof, to the contrary notwithftanding.

O S T O N : Printed by ^aiTlUel EtlCelattD and CimOt&g (^XtZtt,

by Order of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, Council, and Houffi

of REPRESENTATIVES. 1745.
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Ads and Laws
Paflcd by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of HisMajefty'sProvince

of the Majfacbufetts-Bay in New England : Begun and held at5i'/?(7« upon
Wednefday the twenty ninth-Day of May 1745. And continued by

Adjournments andProrogations toWednefday the eleventhDay oiDecember

following.

367

CHAP. I.

An Ad in Addition to an Ad Intitlcd

An A6t direding how Rates and Taxes
to be granted by the General Aflem-
bly, as alfo County Town and Precind
Rates fhall be afleffed and colleded,
made and pafs'din the fourth Year of
his prefent Majefty's Reign.

r HEREAS no Provifion is made (in the ASl Intitled An Aft direding Preamble,

how Rates and Taxes granted by the General Aflembly, as alfo

County Town and Precind Rates fhall be afl'effed and colledled)

for appointing ColleSlors or Conjiabks, where 'Towns negle5i to choofe

tbem : whereby unlefs there be fame Remedy, the good Defign of faid ASl to

fecure the Payment of the Taxes granted by the General AJfembly will be
gj^erifFs

'

yruftrated: powred to

TFc it t&erefoic enafteri 6g tfje <S5o\[icrnour, Council anD !^oufe
"Uea Rates

of IReptefematiOeS, That where any Town or Towns have neglefted or
XownsThat

fhall negleft to choofe Conftables or Collefbors to gather the Rates or Taxes ^^^^ ^^ ^^^
granted by the General Court, that in fuch Cafe the Sheriff of the County negied to
iliall be and hereby is impowred and direfted to colleft fuch Rates or Taxes, choofe Con-
having received an AlTeffraent made of the Proportion of the fcveral Perfons ftables or

F f f
'

rateable Colle<ftars.
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rateable in fuch Town, together with a Warrant under the Hands of fuch

AnrclTors as Chail be appoiiued by the Court of General SefHons of the Peace
in the County where luch deficient Town lies, according to the aforefaidxAft

of the fourth Year of his prefcnt Majelly's Reign ; and the faidAffcflrors aie

hereby directed where any Town has for divers Years paft or ihall forfeverai

Years together hereafter negle-fl: to choofe Affcffjrs or Conftables and Coi-

leflors to add together the feveral Sums annually due, as alio the feveralFines

of Iwenty Pounds due for each Year's Ncgled, and their own Allowance by
Law eftablilhcdjto be proportioned among the feveral Inhabitants and otheis

rateable in fuch Town according to their beft Judgment.

sherifftopoft Snn be it furt'oct enaaen &j> tfee 3nrbo|itp afojefaiD, That the

up Copy of Sheriff upon receiving the afoieiaid AfTcfTment and Warrant for collefting it,

AlFefsment fhall forthwith poft up in fome publick Place of theTown aiTcfTsd, an attelM
&c Warrant. Copy of fuch AfTefTment and Warrant, and niail make no Diftrefs for any

of the Sums fo aiTcfled till after thirty Days from his porting it up ; and any

Perfon or Perfon? paying the Sum or Sums rejpcdivdy airHcd on him or

them to the Sheriff before the Expiration of the aforefaid thnty Days, (liall

pay at the Rate of five per Cent, over and above to the Sheriff for his Fees,

^nd no more ; But all fuch as fhall negl^cl to pay the Sum or Sums alHitd
for the Space of thirty Days or longer from the aforefaid pofting up theCcpy

of theAffifTment, fhall be proceeded againft by theSheriff inWay of Diftrefs

as Colle£tors by Law are impowred, and may require fuitable Aid for that

Purpofe, and they fhall each one pay the Fees for the Sheriff's Service and
Travel as in other Cafes where Ditlraint is made.

And to the Intent the Courts of General Sejfions of the Peace in the feveral

Counties where fuch deficient Towns flmll refpeSiively belong, may from Time to

Time feafonably appoint Jjfejfors as needful

:

15e it enaaeD tSJ? tbe aut|)0lit3 afOICfaiD, That the Province Trea-

furer for the Time being fhall as foon as may be after hehathifTued hisWar-
Treafurer to

^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ Aff.fDrs of the feveral Towns for afllffing and collecting the
fendaCerUj

^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ granted by the General Affcmbly for the Space of fixty

Ckrk oVthe ^^VS, without any Account of fuchT owns choice of Colleftors or Conflables,

Court of Gi- whether it be a Town that hath neglefted to make fuch Choice, or that hcre-

neral SefTions after fhall negledt fo to do, in every fuch Cafe the fliid Treafurer (hall fend a

of theCounty CeritFicate to the Cleck of the Court of General Seffions of the Peace for the

where defied County whereto the deficient Town belongs, of fuch their Deficiency, who
ent Towns fha]] ]ay it before faid Court of SefTrons at their next Sitting •, whereupon

the faid Court (hall forthwith proceed to appoint AfTfTirs to afTfs and pro-

portion the Rates and Taxes granted as aforefaid, and the AfTfTjrs fo ap-

pointed, fliall as foon as may be take an Oath to the faithful Difcharge of

their Truft before the faid Court or fome one or more of the Juftices by the

Court of SefTions to be appointed for that Purpofe ; and if any Perfon ap-

pointed an AflTcflTor as aforefaid fhall refufe to lerve, he fhall forfeit the Sum
of Twenty Pounds to His Majef^y for the Ufe of the Province; and the Cour?

of Seffions fhall immediately proceed to appoint others.

belong.

CHAP.

I
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c H A P.~lv.

An Ad in addition to and for rend ring

more eftectuai theLaws already in being

for* preventing the Deftruccion of the

Fiih called Alewives and other Fifii.

WHERE .IS in and by an A5i tnac'e in the fifieentb 'Tear of bis frefent

Mcjejty's Reign, intitUd An Aft in Addition to an Act made to Pi^earftbJs.

prevent the Dcllruiflion of /Ihwives, and other Fidi, it is provided, " That
" all Ferfons chat lliould hereafter build any Mill-Dam or Dams, or that had
" before the Time of pafTing the fame, built any Dam a-crols any fjch River
" or Stream where the Sabnon, Shadd^ Alewives^ or other Fifh, uluallv pafs

" up into the natural Ponds to call their Spawn, (liall make or open a ft-Uii-

" cient Palfage Way for the Fifh to pafs up fuch Kiver or Stream through
*' or round fuch Dam, and fhail keep it open for the free Pafiage of the

" the Fifli from the firft Day of April to the iai'l Day of May annually, and
' alfo that a fuiFicient Water Paffage round, through, er over fuch Dam,
" /hould be made for the Paffage of fuch Fifli or their young 5pawn in the

" Seafon of their going down fuch River or Streamj on PcBalty o^ fify
" Pounds for every Offence."

And in and by an ASl made in the feventeenth Tear of his prefent Majefifs

Reign, intitled An Aft in Addition to an Ad: made in the fifteenth Year of

his prefent Majefty's Reign, intitled An Act in Addition to an A£l made to

prevent the Deftruilion of the Fifh called Aleivivcs, and other Fifli, il is

presided, " That it fhall and may be lawful for any Owner or Occupant of

" any fuch Dam or Dams already built,, or that may hereafter be built, and
" who are or may be obliged by laid additiqnal A£l to open or leave opea
" fuch Paffage as aforefaid, to apply to the next Court of General Seffions

«' of the Peace to be holden in and for the County where fuch IMill-Dam is ;

*' and the Juftices of the Court relpeclively, on fuch Application, are im-
•' powered and direded to appoint a Committee of three fufficient, and as

^' much as may be, difinterelled Perfons under Oath, to repair to the Dam
" where fuch Paffage is propoled to be opened, and carefully viev/ the fame,
*' and in the beft M^ner they are able, to inform themfelves of the mofl
" proper Place for the Paffage of fuch Fifli up and down Stream, of yjhut

'' Dimenfions the fame fliall be, or be appointed to be made, and what Pare

" of each Year, and how long the fame Ihall be kept open, and return the

*' fame under their Hands, or the Hands af the m-ajor Part of them, to the

*' laid Court for their Acceptance, which Return fo rnade and accepted fhali

*' be deemed and adjudged the !av*ful Rule of Proceeding in making and
^' keeping open the Paffage and Paffages for the Fifh in paffing up and
'-' down the Rivers and Streams for the future ; any Thing contained to the

*' contrary in laid additional Act notwithttanding."

And whereas it may happen that in feme Rivers or Streams, a-crofs which

Dams are built, it 'may be doubtful whether the Fifh may be faid iifually to pafs

or cajl their Spawn, and fo as to render it necejfary that a Way fJoodd be left

open in fuch Bams for their free Paffage, and many Inconveniencies may arife

from fuch Doubt or Uncertainty :
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Akwivcs ann otftet .f ^ai

Court ofGe-

neral Seffions

to determine

the Expedi-

ency of

Dams, ^c.

upon the Re-

port of a

Committee.

Provifo.

TBc it therefore enaftCD t)j> ttje ©oijernouc, Council u.iu \^:ax\Z

of lRCprefentatit)CS, That when and lb often asApplication fhall be m-ide

to the Court of SefTions by the Owner or Occupant of any M)J]-Dam or

Dams, either of fuch Dams as have no Paffage Way,orof fuch Dams through
which a Paffage Way has already been made, and a Committee fhall there-

upon be appointed by fuch Court purfuant to the laft recited A6^, and fuch
Committee fliall repair to any Dam or Dams, and it fhall appear to them
upon Inquiry that the Fifh do not, or in Cafe of a FafTage being made or
kept open would not ufually pafs up the River or Stream a-crofs which fuch
Dam is or fhall be built, in fuch Numbers as that it is neceffary a PaflTage

Way through fuch Dam fhould be made or kept open, or that the pafilne
of the Fifli up fuch River will not be of greater general Benefit than the
leaving open of Paffage Ways in fuch Dams will be of Dammage to the
Owners of the Mills and other Perfons, then and in either of fuch Cafes, faid

Committee fhall be impowered to make a Report that fuch Paffage Way is

not neceffary, and fuch Report being accepted by the Court of Seffions the
Owner or Occupant of fuch Dam (hall thereupon be freed from all Obliga-
tion to make or keep open any Paffage -, any Thing in the afore-mentioned

Afts to the contrary notwithftanding And the Charge of the Application
that fhall be made by the Owner or Occupant of any Mill-Dam or Dams
and all Proceedings of the Court thereupon, purfuant to this Ad, or to the
faid laft recited A6t, fhall be born and paid by fuch Owner or Occupant.

Provided always. That if at any Time after fuch Determination, any Per-
fon apprehending it neceffary that a Paffage Way fhould be opened in fuch
Dam, flial] thereupon make Application to the Court of SefHons, faid Court
fhall be impowered to appoint a new Committee, who fhali have the fame
Power the firft Committee by Law had, or might have had, and upon fuch
Committee's reporting that a Paffage Way is neceffary in fuch Dam orDams
and the Dimensions thereof, and the Time it fhall be kept open and upon
fuch Report being accepted by the Court of Seffions, the Owner or Occupant
of fuch Mill or Dam fhall be as fully obliged to keep open fuch Paffage as
if the former Report had never been made and accepted ; any Thing in this

Aft to the contrary notwithftanding. The Charge of fuch Application and
all Proceedings thereupon to be paid by the Perfon or Perfons makino- the
fame, or by the Owner or Occupant of fuch Dam, as the Court of Seffions
fhall order.

«

Preamble.

And whereas in fame Counties within this Province, the Juftices of the Court

"f Seffions have refufed to admit any Application from the Owner or Occupant
of any Mill or Mill-Bam, by Reafon that fuch Application has not been made at
the Court next immediately following the Publication of the laft recited AS :

IBe it further Cnaften, That the feveral Courts of Seffions within this

Further Province be and hereby are impowered and direfled to admit, proceed and
Powerofthe determine upon any fuch Application at any Court at any Time held for the
Court of County, and all fuch Proceedings fhall be deemed as valid to all Intents and
beifions, Purpofes as if they had been aded upon at the Court next immediatly follow-

ing the Publication of faid Ad,

And whereas in many Rivers or Streams within this Province neither Shad,
Salmon, nor Alewives ufually fwim, or would pafs up fuch River or Stream
although a Pafjage Way was made and kept open through the feveral Bams built

a-cfofs fuch Rivers or Streams, and the Advantage of other Fifs that pafs up
fuch Rivers or Streams is not equal to the Bammage that may arife by keeping
open a Paffage Way through fuch Bams :

Preamble.
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150 it t&CCCfOlC CnafteD, That no Owner or Occupant of any Mill

Dam or Dams built or to be built within this Province, fhall be liable to any
J^J.^']^'^^'^

Penalty for not making or keeping open a Paffage Way through fuch Dam _ ' ^"^
°J^

or Dams, except thofe Dams only which are built a-crofs thofe Rivers or b^jjel^pen?
Streams where either of the afore- mentioned Fifh, viz. Shad, Salmon, or Ale-

wives ufually fwim or pafs ; any former Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the con-

trary notwithftanding.

Provided always^ That it fhall be in the Power of any Perfon at anyTime Application
to make Application to the Court of Seffions, fctting forth that the Paflage may be made
of other Fifh up fuch Rivers or Streams is of ilich Advantage as to render a to the Court

Paffage Way through any Dam or Dams neccffary, and the Juftices of the of Seffions

Court of Seffions are impowered on fuch Application to appoint a Committee relating to

to repair to fuch Dam or Dams, and upon fuch Committee's reporting that ^^'"^ ^'"^•

a PaiTige Way or Ways for the Fifh is necfflary, the Dimenfions thereof,

and the Time for keeping it open, and upon fuch Report's being accepted

the Owner or Occupant of fuch Dam or Dams fhall be as fully obliged to

make and keep open fuch Paffage Way or Ways as if Shad, Salmon or Ale-

wives ufually paffed up fuch River or Stream.

And whereas the Mill-Dam in the Town of Watertown, referred to in the
preamble

aforefaid A£l of the Fifteenth of his prefent Majefly^ has not been fubjeSied in

like Manner whh the other Mill-Dams within this Province :

TBe it tf)ZlttOlZ Cnaftetl, That if any Perfon or Pcrfons whatfoever

Ihal! caufe the Dam of laid MiH to be raifed, fo as to prevent the Paffage of Mill Dam in

the Fifh over the fame at any Time between the breaking up of the Ice in f^atertown

^

the Wjntw or Spring and the firft Day of May annually, and in any Year "°'5° berai-

hereatter, without the exprefs Leave or Confent of the Seledl-Men of the . 'il,.^
*^"°

Towns of Watertown and Neiiotown, every Perfon fo offending fhall forfeit
exceot'&c!'

and pay the Sum oifive Pounds for each Offence, to be recovered in any

tSeurt of Record proper to try the fame, and for the Ufe ofhim or them that

'iliall inform and fue therefor. '

vy. CHAP. III.

to A£l; for altering the Times for holding
theSuperiourCourt of Judicature Court
of Ailize and General Goal Delivery
within the Counties of Effex and Yorh

^BEREAS the lime by Law appointed for holding the Superiour Courts Preamble.

for the Counties of Effcx and York is ' found on fome Accounts incon-

venient :

IBe it tf)erefo?c cnacteD 6g tU (Souernour, Council atiD ^oufe Alteration of

of EeprefentatldeS, That the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of "f the Time

Affize and General Goal Delivery that was by Law to be holden at Ipfwich, ^°J
^"'^'"g

ft)r the County of Effex, on the fecond Tuefday of May Yearly, fhall be held
Co^rt m"he

at Ipfwich aforefaid, for faid Couuty of EJJex, on the firft Tuefday of June Counties of
Yearly : And the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affize and £jnx and.

General Goal Delivery, that was by Law to have been holden within and for Tork,

the County of Tork, at Tork, on the third Wednefday in June Yearly, fhall

be held at 2''c!rk aforefaid, for the faid County of Tcrk^on the fecond Tuefday

of
J/,'??^

Yearly.

Ggg 3nB

w
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All Appeals ^nD &e It futtf)ec enaCtCD, Xhatall Appeals, Reviews, Recognizances,
alreadyiflued V/arrants, or ocher ProcefTes, already iflued, taken and filed, which were to
not '''. '^'5 be heard and tried at either of the Courts' aforefaid, fliali not fail or be dif-

but^°"'!""d-
continued, but beobligatory,continued over, held good and valid to all Intents

ed iipon

'^'^

^"'-' ^"'pof^s in the Law, and may be pleaded, heard and proceeded on at

the next refpeftive Courts appointed by this A 6b to be held in the feveral

Counties aforefaid, and all Officers and other Perfons concerned therein are

to conform themfelves accordingly.
'•• Provided alfo. That all Executions returnable to the refpeftive Courts for-

merly eftablifhed, be returned at the Times therein mentioned, the Altera-

tions aforefaid notwithftanding.

CHAP. IV. ,^,

An hdi^ for the Explanation and further

Enforcement of the Laws made for the

Gbfervation of the LordVDay.
'"

W^IREAS in and by an ASl made andpafi'd in the fifteenth Year of his

prejent Alajeftys Reign, intitled An Aft in further Addition to the

Preamble, 'feveral Afts for the Obfervation and keeping of the Lord's-Day, it is enaSied,

" That His Majefty's Juliices of the Peace fliall, bind over the Offenders
'' againft that A61 to appear before the next Court of General Sefikms of tte
" Peace for the County v;here the 05ence fhall be committed iifr. .A-,

.,;;;- Jud whereas it fo happens, that divers fuch Offenders are Strangers, and not

InhchUavts in the Town where the Offence is committed, nor of any other Tows.

. ill this Province, and Perfons Jo mean and obfcure that they cannot, afterwards

ie four.d^ fo that without a fpeedy IV^qy of proceeding againft them, they will

have an Advantage to avoid Jullice, arid with RefpeS to fuch Perfons the good

Intent of the faid Law may be thereby wholly' fruftrated and. defeated. ,dtti

ivhereas a Doubt has arifen in divers Perfons, who are enjoined by Law to put

in Execntion the haws made for the due Oifervation of the L'dFd''s'Day, whe-

ther the AEi above- mentioned does -not repeal fame Claufes in an AEi made in the

fourth Year of King William and ifueen i\^.?i'!y ,_for the better Obfervation and

keeping of the Lord's Day, and mother fubfsajient '^/rSis made for the fame'gdbd

Purpofes % and through (hefeMeans there have been great Neglects of profecutmg

and punifljifigPc'rf'ns guilty of the Prophanationof tie Sahbathr-. -

" -'
-

"

._„Now to prevent the evil Con feqyences of fuch wrong Conltruilions of th.e

"1 • Laws in thar tale made and provided -,

Precedent ' -^ ^'P ^^ Ijttcbp^, ^uMfB ftg tU (^oDetuour, 'Couiicil ana fDotifc of

Laws rclat- KepiXrClltatiW.S, That it is not the true Intent and iMeaning ot tiic firlt

ing; to the mencioned Acl, made in the iifteenth Year of his prefent Majefty's Reign^ji^^

Lord's-Day repeal any of the precedent Lawsmade for the O!:derva£ioa of the ]yOrd's\

noticpeal'd. Day, or any Paragraphs or Claufes thereof, but that the fame ought, to re-

but remain main in full Force and Virtue...... . •, •
,

•

fJfU°''"' 9nI3 it is liZtth}) aCCOlBilinill), CnaaeS,. That the faid preGedcnt'Lam;

-, .,

"^'^''^' do and i'liali remain fn full Force and Virtue, as if the faid AQ. of tlie ufteenta
-";. Y.ear of lii-- nrefcnt M.ijcfiy's Reign had never, becj-i made : Ssviag that by

r:'. the faid A;l His Majcliy's Juftices of the Peace Iiave I-iberty given [:,tTii to

"-:o
;.' prorecine tl.e Ouences therein menlionedin the planner n.^ is .thcrtiri oir.."<5tev'i,

"

•'"^ •;. if they i'.idye ii: will bell anfwer the general Ini'jntion ,ol the Laws fur the
••'

" better Obfn vatiop of the Lord's Day,

SOS TO N: N.E.' Prirtt'ed and Sold 'by ©aniUCl felieClairO and

%\\VM\)f^ €>KtZX\, by Order of His Excellency the GOVERNOUfl,
S.'iOouwciL^and Houle of REi'RksiNt atives. MDCCXLV.
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An Ad
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of HisMajefiy*sProvince

of the Majfacbufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and held at Bofioti upon

Wednefday the twenty-eighth of May 1746. And continued by Adjourn-

ments to Thurfday the fixth of November following.

CHAP. I.

An Adi for making thcTown of Taiintofi

the Shire or County Townofthe County
ofBriftol, infteadoftheTown of "Briftol^

and for removing the Books of Records
and Papers ofthe County of Briftol that

are in the Town of Bri/?©/ to the faid

Town of Taunton-

m'<B it cnaSeB b^ tU ©otjerribur, Council anti J^oufe of Ee* rauntaa

ptCfCntatitlCS, That from and after the thirteenth Day of Novem- made ami
ler, in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand feven Hundred and eftablifhed

forty fix, the Town of Taunton fhall be, and hereby is made and eftablifhed the Shire

the County or Shire Town of the County of Brijiol, inftead of the Town of Town in the

BriHol, and that the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affize and ^"""'^ °^

General Goal Delivery, and the Court of General Seffions of the Peace, and ^"^"''

Inferiour Court of Common Fleas, which by Law were heretofore to be held

and kept at the faid Town of Brijlol, for the faid County, fhall for ever here- Courts to be
after be held and kept at the faid Town of Taunton^ within and for laid hereafter
County, on fuch Days refpcdlively from Time to Time as arc now by Law keptatTaus-
cftablifhed for faid County, and for the fame refpcdive Ends and Purpofes, tin>

and with the fame Authority rcfpeclivcly as heretofore the faid Courts were
held and kept in t;hc Town of Briftoh and a[i gajjfcs, §uits and Adions,

H h h
'

^P^n^ing
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Adi Gep ncli and to have been heard in the feveral Courts in iaid Town of

Tauniton.

Writs &c.
made re-

turnable to

TauntQu.

pending to Brijiol, for faid County, fl^all be heard and tried at Taunton by the faid
be heard and Courts refpefliveiy on the fame Days on which they fhould have been heard
*"'''^ "" and tried ^t Bnfto! hthrc the paffing of this Afl, and all Wrirs, whether '

Original, or of Execution, Informations, Prefentments, Venires for furymen,
and ail other Writings and Inftruments that by Law were returnable to the

feveral Courts or Offices in Bri/iol, fhall be and hereby are made returnable

to the fame Courts and Offices refpeclivcly in theTown oi Taunton; and alt

the Records and Papers of tlie Court of General Scffions of the Peace, Infe-

riour Ccurt of Common Pleas, Court of Probate of Wills and for granting,

Letters of Admiriittration, and of the Regiftrr of Deeds, now in the faid*

T;iwa of Brificil, fhall be forthwith delivered to George Leonard, Efq; Mr.
Thomas Fofter, and John Shephard, Efq; or the major Fart of them, who /Lall

caufe them immediately to be conveyed to the faid Town of Tauptcn^ and
there fafely depofned under the Care of the fame Pcrfons as heretofore, or

others, as the faid Committee fhall judge beft, v«ho fhall ferve in theft Offises

Records &c, with full Power, and \hv.\\ give thf; fame Ooligations, and be under the iue,
to be deli- Penalties as they or crhers had or were under heretofore, until this Couifv
ver'd to a

(],all further order, or others ffiall be duly appointed in their Stead : And
Committee

^[^g j-„:j Committee are alio direded to deniand and receive of the Treaflirer

to"Sl2 ^^^^^^ County now living in the Town of Briftol, all Money, Records and
Papers to faid County belonging, which they are alfo dire^Sled to remove and
d'^pofit at Taunton, in the fame Manner as is before direded concerning the

Records and Papers to the faid Courts belonging ; and the fevera! Clerks

Treafurfr, RegiPcer, and all other Perfons who are pofTefTed of any Records,;i

- Books, Papers, Money, or other Things belonging to faid County (fuch Per-|

fbn or Perfons living now in faid Tov/n of Brijiol) are hereby impowered arn

required to deliver them forthwith to the faidCommittee ; and theSheriffo'

the faid County is hereby direfted to caufe all Prifoners now in His Majefty's

Goal in the County of Bri[iol, to be conveyed to faid Town of Taunton, and
there put under fafe Cuftody in fome proper Place to be kept for that Pur-

pofe, 'till faid County (hall provide a proper Goal in faid Town of Taunton,

or 'till they fliall be delivered by due Courfe of Law.

Sheriff di-

refted to

convey Pri

foners to

Tsunten.

^^^^1

^ ^ T If :

Printed and Sold by %, EneelanU and C, (^teeit, by Order of the

GOVERNOUR, Council and Representatives. MDCCXLVI.
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Ads and Laws
Faffed by theGrcat andGeneral Court orAffembly of His Majefty'sProvince

of theMaffaciu/etts-Bay inNeW'England : Begun andHeld at Boften upon
Wedncfday the twenty-feventh Day of May 1 747, and continued by

Adjournments to.Wednefday the twelfth Day of /iugufi following.

CHAP. VII.

An AS in further addition to and for

Explanation of certain Claufes in three

feveralAds herein after mention d made
and pafs*d in the fifteenth, feventeenth

and eighteenthYears of his prefentMa-

jefty s Reign, for afcertaining theVa!u3

of MoneyjandoftheBillsofpublickCre-

dit of this Province.
WHEREAS in and hy an AnA£i made and pafi'd in thefifteenthTear of
his frefentMajefty^s Reign, entitled ; AnAft to afcertain thcVakie ofwf f Money and of the Bills of publick Credit of this Province granted

this prcfent Year for the fupply of the Treafury, and for Jecaring
Pfgambla

the Credit of faid Bills •, the [everal Courts ef Judicature are direSied in mak-
ing up Judgr>isnts for Debts that fljouldbe contra£ied within the Term offive
Tears therein Umitted (^except as therein excepted) in Cafe the Provime Bills

byfaidASl emitted, or that fbould thereafter be emitted, Jhould be depreciaud be-

iew the Value they were jet at by faid /J£}, to allow the Creditor fo much in faid

Bills, as fhould make amends for their Depreciation below their then fiatedValue,

or the Value at which fucb other Bills fhould beflated ; And whereas in theRuJe

if faid A£f prefcribedfor determining the Value of fiich Bills from Time to Time

for thePurpofe aforefaid only Silver andBills ofExchange are made tbcStavdard

whereby faid Bills are to be ejiimatsd in order 10 the Payment ofprivateDtbts

to be contraCied within the Time aforefaid ; ichich Rule by Experience has been

found te he une^ual,and natH qnfwer the goodlnunlion of the faidA^, inafmucb

[ 1 i i ] as
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<3J theBith ofCredit, being the only Medium ef Trade and Commerce in tbis and

the other Governments in New-England, their Value cannot be truly eftimated

by the Prices of any one or two particular Commodities er Merchandizes
, fuch

as Bills of Exchange and Silver now are and have fer feveral Tears pmft been

within this and the aforefaid other Colonies, and the Prices of which m Bills of
publick Credit have been found liable ta be very fuddenly and immoderately in-

creafed by afew Perfons for the fake of ferving their own particular Trade or

lntere§l, whereby the B/lls if Credit have often been to the great Grievance of
Debtors much depreciated with refpeH to Bills of Exchange and Silver, thi' at

the fameTme they have kept theirValue with refpeSi to all otherCsmmodities and
Merchafidizes in this Province :

Now for preventing any futurelnconvenience which may ariie to thcDebtcr
from eftimating the Value of Bills of Credit by comparing ihcm with

the Prices of Bills of Exchange and Silver alone -,

OBe it eaaaeo tsg t&e (^ouettiout, Council anD J^oufeof Eepre»

Pro-
f^lll^^titie0. That when any Valuation {hall be made of the Bills of publick

r^°h.cXo
Credit on this Province inPurfuance of faidAft, and for thePutpofes therein

beconfider'd
mentioned, regard fhall be had not only to Silver and Bills of Exchange,

in theValua- but to the Prices of Provifions and other NecelTaries of Life, and to theDif-

tion of the fcrence that may arife from the Plenty or Scarcity of them, or other Circum-

Bills. fiances which may cafually occafion the rife or fall of them, at the rcfpedive

Seafons wherein fuch Valuation (hall be made as aforefaid.

' And whereas the aforementioned AEi direSls that the Valuatisn of ,he Bills of
publickCredit as aforefaid,fer thePurpefes aforefaid^fhall bt r- hh j^ce in every

fix Months by the GeneralAffembly^ and in want thereof by u0y,h,iv4tee confining

of the eldefi Councellerfor the Time beings in each ef thoje Counties, where any

Member ofhisMajeJiy'sCouncil is aninhahitant : And wb-recfs :be juid -ISl doth

not exprejly declare that the Determination madt by any Number of the luidCim-

mitteefJmt ofthe whole,floall be accounted valid for thePurpoJes aforefaid -, and

Doubts and Difputes have thereupon arifen

:

For Prevention whereof for the future"

;

:©e it cnafteo bp tfje ©otJemouc, Council anti !t)oufe of iSepre^

fSntatilQCd, That any five of the laid Cou.icciiois fhaii be a Quoium, and

Five CouB- every Valuation of the Bills of publickCredit to be made by the whoIt-Num-

cellors to be ber of the faid Councellors or the major Part of fuch of them as fhall con-

a Quorum vene and be prefent, at theTime of making the fame (provided theNumber

for valuing prefent be not lefs than five, and that due Notice has been previoufly given

^e Bills. to the reft that (hall then be wichfn this Province, of the Time, Place and

Occafion of their Meeting ) fliall be deemrd and counted valid in theLaw,

for the Purpofes in faid A(5b mentioned.

And whereas altho' the Method of making upjudgmenton private Debts {with

Allowance for thefinking of the Value of the Province Bills') asprefcribed in the

aforefaid A£i, and in another A5i made and pafs'd in the eighteenth Tear of his

prefent Majefly's Reign, entitled ; An Aft in further Addition to an Aft for

afcertaining theValue of Money,and of theBiIls of publickCredit of this Pro-

vince, is limitted toDebls contraSied within or before certain Periods mentioned

infaid Alls refpeSlively, and is nst extended to Debts thereafter to be contrauied ,

yet unkfs fame certain Term of Time be limitted for calling in fuch Debts, and

for the Continuance of the aforefaid Method of making up Judgment thereupon,

many offaid Debtimay be long outflanding, and in Cunfequence thereof it will he

req^uifiJe ( for a Rule to the executive Courts in their Proceedings ) that a Valu-

ation of faid Bills be from Time to Time made either hy the General Affemhly or

juch others as by Law are appointed for that Service, 'till every of tb'jfe Debts

fhall be difcharged^ how long joever ihatTime may beprotrailed,to the Hindrance

and Interruption of the publick Affairs of theProvince, or to the great Trouble.

Expence andlofs of Time to tbofi concerned therein.

For-



Anno Regni Regis G E O R G I I II. Viceflimo Prlmo.i^'» ^H7-

:^fcettatnmg tlje Baltic of ^^mzv- 377

For Prevention of which and other Inconveniencies
;

15e it cnaftcB bp tl)e ©otjecnoar, Council anB ^oufe of mcpte* ofX'xm'e
fCntatitieS, That in all and everyAdion and Atlions winch (hall be brought fo^ bringing

from and after the laft Day of Septem.kr, which will be in the Year of our Aaionson

Lord, One Thoufand Seven Hundred and forty Nine, the aforementioned this A£t.

Method of making up Judgments in the Icveral executive Courts of thisPro-

vince, on all Debts and Dues contraflied before the laft Day of March, One

Thoufand Seven Hundred and forty Seven, by Virtue or in Confequence of

the Power and Direftions given in the A6ls aforcfaid, or either of them, (hall

ceafe and determine,and no Allowance fhall be made in making up fuchJudg-

ments for anyDepreciation of theBills ofCreditjUnlels theDebt on which fuch

A6bion fiiall arife, did not become payable 'till after the laftDay of5ifp/««^fr,

Anno Domini One Thoufand Seven Hundred and forty Nine, or unlefs the Saving.

Creditor now be and fhall continue out of this Province 'till after the Expi-

ration of thefaid Term, and have no lawful Agent or Attorney therein, or be

a Perfon non Compos Mentis^ and have no lawful Guardian, or be under

fome other legal Incapacity of bringing his Aftion for the Recovery of fuch

Debt within the Terni herein before limitted for that Purpofe. And if after

that Term Suit fhall be brought for any fuchDebts, Judgments fhall be m.ade

up according to the laft Valuation that (hall have been then made.

And whereas in and hy an ASi made and pafs'd in the feventeenth Tear of his

prefent Majefifs Reign, entitled •, An Aft in Addition to and in Explanation Preamble.

offundryClaufesof an Adt, entitled ; AnAd toafcertain theValue of Money,

and of the Bills of publick Credit of this Province, made and pafs'd in the

fifteenth Year of his Majefty's Reign ; // is enabled, " That all Debts

" contradted fince the laft of March, One Thoufand Seven Hundred
" and fortyTwOjOr that fhall thereafter be contraftedCSpecialties and exprefs

" Contracts excepted ) fhall be deemed and adjudged equal to the real Value.

" only fuch Bills have paflfed or lliall pafs at when fuchDebt was or fhall be

** coniradled -, and every Debt of twenty Shillings contraded as aforefaid,

*' fhall or may be always hereafter difcharged by twenty Shillings \n faidBills,

',
" and fo pro rata for a greater or lefs Sum, unlefs fuch Bills have already or

" fhould hereafter be depreciated below the Value they pafTed at when fuch

" Debt was or fhall be contrafted -, and in fuch Cafe fo much fh^ll always

*' be allowed by the refpeftive Courts in this Province as Ihajl make faid

" Bills equal in Value to fuch Debt when contraifled."

And whet eas theDebts referred to in the faidAll appear by the purview thereof^

to he fuch only as then had been or fhould be contraifed within five T'ears from

the laft Day of March, One Thoufand feven Hundred and forty tvjo,yetas

thefaid ACi has by jome been conjirued to extend to Debts to be contraSied after

the Expiration of faid Term ; and in 0»fequence of fuch Cenjiruliion {if ad-

mitted) many Inconveniencies may arife

:

"Wherefore for Prevention thereof, and for removing any Doubts or Dif^

putes touching the Meaning of laid A6t in the Cafe before-mentioned :

15e it enaften anD occlareD tp t&e (Soticrnour, Council anQ Time for

J^OUfe of ECprCfentatitieg!, That the Debts referred to and intended in ^"5 /"^

the lalt herein before recited A& are fuch only as had been or fhould be con- ^^
^"

J^^^^

traded within the before-mentioned Term of five Years from the laft Day ggnegt up(;n

of M^rr/pOneT hoLvfand Seven Hundred and fortyTwo, and that the Rule Depreciati-

thercin given to the Courts of Judicaturerefpefting theAllowance tobe made onof<heBiIl3

for the Depreciation of the Bills of publick Credit, was intended and {hall ftated.

be adjudged, conftrued, and taken to be reftrained to Debts, contrafted with-

in the Term aforefaid, and not to extend to any other whacfoever.

BOSTON: N. E. Printed and Sold by @).EneelanD andC. ©reCH,
by Order of His Excellency the GOV ERNOUR, Council, and

Houfs of Representatives. MDCCXLVII.
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Ads and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and Genera] Court or Affen:ibly of HisMajefty's Province

of the Maffacbufetts-BaymNew-Etigland: Begun and h'eld at 5^y?«« upon

Wednefday the twenty-feventh Day of May 1-747, ^"^ continued by

Adjournments and Prorogations to Wednefday the third Day of February

following.

CHAP. VIII.

An hdi for altering the Times appointed

for holding the Superiour Court ofJudi-

cature, Court ofAffize and General Goal

Delivery within and for theCounties of
Efex2indBriftoL

nriTT^HEREdS the limes by Law appointed for holding the Superiour Court preamble.

9/^ of Judicature, Court of /Ijftze, and general Goal Delivery a; Salem,

W f within and for the County of Effex, and at Taunton, within and for . •

the County of Briftol, arefound to be incsnveniint :

15t it therefore cnaacn bp t^e ®otiernour, Council annj^oufe of Alteration

KfptCfCntatiU00» That the Time for holding the faid Superiour Court of of Courts at

Judicature,Court of AfTize and General Goal Delivery at Salem^ for theCoun- Salem and

ty of EJJex, fhail henceforth be the third Tuefday in OSlober annually : And Taunton.

the Time for holding the faid Court at Taunton, for the County of BriJiol,(hall

henceforth be the fecond Tuefday in May annually : And all Officers and
other Perfons concerned, are required to conform themfelves accordingly.

anD U it tUXtUl CnafteD, That all Appeals, Writs of Review, Recog-

nizancei, Warrants, and otherProcefs already ilTuedjtaken or depending in the

faidCounty oiBriJiol, which were to have been returned or proceeded on at the

Time heretofore appointed byLaw for holding the faidCourc at Taunton, fhall

be valid and ftand good to all Intents and Purpofes in the Law 5 and Ihall be

returned and proceeded on at the Time appointed by this Aft for holding the

fame.

K k k CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

Preamble.

An Ad for explaining an Ad intitled A
J& to prevent and maJ^ void clandefiine arJ illegal

TurchafesofLairds from Indians, fo far as re-

lates to theDevifeor Bequ-ftofanyreal
Eftate by the laft Will and Teftament of
any Indians.

tJ7HEREAS Doubts have arifen^ whether the M pafi'd in the ihirleenth^ Tear of Ktng William the Third, Intitled, An Aft to prevent and make
void clandeftine and illegal Purchafes of Lands from the Indians ; doth

extend to any Device or Bequeft of real Efiate made by the lafi IVill and Tefta-

ment of any Indian :

IBt it tUtttoit neclarcD anu cnaftcti bp tfje <S5ot)ernour,Council
Explanation atlU iDOUfC Of Eeprefentatii)e0, That the laid Adt was intended to ex-

of an Ad re- tend, and did, doth and ought to be underftood to extend to all Devifes of
lating to In- real Eftates made by the laft Wills andTeftaments of any of the faidlndians :

dians felling And all fiich Devifes of Lands or other real Eftate whatfoever by any laft

Lands, ^jji and Teftament from any Indian or Indians inhabiting virithin this Pro-

vince, to any Englifh Perfon or Pcrfons that have been heretofore made, and
have not been approved by the General Court ; and alfo all fuch as fhall

hereafter be made, unlefs the Approbation of the General Court ihall be ob*

cained, are hereby declared utterly void and of fto Effcd.

#^ll#^#l^####^l^^^^i&^#^^^l^il^#I^ISi

B S T O N : N. E.

Printed and Sold by @* EneelanU and C, (J^ceeit, by Order of the

GOVERNOURj C©unciLj and Houfe of Representatives.
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An Ad
PalTcd by the Great and General Court or Affcmbly of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Majjacbufetts-Bay in New-Eeglasd : Begun and htld ztBofien

upon Wcdncfday the twenty-fifth Day of May 1748, and continued by
Prorogation and Adjournments to Wednefday the twenty-firft Day of

Dscemltsr following, and then met.

CHAP. X.

An A£l for drawing in the Bills ofCredit
of the feveralDenominations which have

at any Time been ijQTued by this.Go-
vernment and are ftill outftanding, and
for afcertaining the Rate of coin'dSilver

in this Province for the future.

T/F^ ^^^^"^^ ^^^ *^«'» '/ O"^ Hundred and eighty three Thoufand fix

w/i/ Hundred and forty nine Pounds two Shillings and fevcn Pence half P'^e3">o'<'

f f Penny Sterling Money, has been granted by the Parliament of Great-

Britain, far reimburfing t» this Province, their Expences in taking and

jecuring Cape-Braton :

IBs it enaaen ijg tfie ®otiErnour, Council, anD ^oufe of Eepre«= Pcrfons im-

fCntatitiCS, That the Honourable Sir Peter IVarren, Knight of the Bath, powred to

Wiiliam Bfillan, Efq; Agent for this Province, and Eliakim Pahur, Efq; a<^ for the

of Londan, Merchant, they or two of them (the faid William Bollan Agent Province la

as aforcfaid, except in Cafe of his Death always to be one^ be and arc hereby
f
I"^*"^^

aiiiboi:zcd and impowered, to give a full Difcharge to the right honourable °a^^^i^^^I^
the Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury for the Sum granted as aforefasd pai-iiament
whenloever the f»me (hall have been ifTued, or to the Bank of £»^/<»»^', in fo, the

Cafe the fame Ihall have been there depofited, or to any Perfon or Pcrfons Charge at

in whole Poflcflion or Cuftody foevcr the fame is or fhall be ; to prefer the Cope-Breton.

humble Addrefs of the Gengra! Court of this Province to the King's moft
excellent Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pieafed to Otdcr the faid Sum

Lll --'
!•
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to be tranfported to this Government in foreign coin'd Silver, on board fomc

one or more of his Majefty's Ships; and to purfue fuch Inftruftions as the

faid General Court (hall judge neceflary concerning the Tranfportation of

The Pro- the faid granted Sum to this Prpvince.

vince Trea-
^„j, jjg j( fuctJjet enaftetJ, That iheTreafurer of the Province for the

d""" re^'
Time being, be and hereby is fully authorized and impowred to demand

ceive°faid' and receive the whole and every Part of the Money aforefaid from the Com-
Mortey on mander of any Veffel or Veffels on board of which the fame Shall be (hip'd,

its Arrival, upon the arrival thereof within this Government.

ThefeidMo- ^"^ ^^ it fUrtljet CnaftCD, That from and after the thirty-firft Day

neytobeex- °^ ^'^''^'^ which fhall be in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand feven

changed for Hundred ani fifty, the Poffeffor and FofTcffors of each and every of the Bills

BillsefCredit of Credit of this Province which (hall be then outftanding, upon bringing

fuch Bill or Bills to theTreafurer aforefaid, fliall bejntitled to and receive in

Exchange for every fuch Bill or Bills Silver at the Rate following, viz. for

twtt^ forty five Shillings in Bills commonly known and underftood by Bills gf

the old Form and Tenor, one Piece of Eighty and for every eleven Shillings

and three Pence in Bills of the new Form and Tenor, and alfo of the middle.

Form and Tenor, one Piece of Eighty and fo proportionably for a greater or

kfs Sum in the Bills of each and any of the Forms and Tenors aforefaid.

Provided neverthekjs. That if thePoffe(rors aforefaid (hall not offer fuch Bills

in Exchange within one Year from and after the faid thirty-firft Day of
March One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty, all Right or Claim to the

Redemption or Exchange thereof (hall determine and ceafe.

Provifo ref- Provided alfo, That fuch of the Bills of Credit of this Province, as (hall

peding Bills be the Property of the Inhabitants of ConneCiicut, New-HampJhire^zndRhode-
of the neigh-

jfiand, may and (hall be redeemed or exchanged by the Bills of Credit of each
bouring Go- ^f t^ofe Governments refpeftively that may be in the Hands of the Inhabi-
vernments.

^^^^^ ^^ ^j^j^ Government : Any Thing in this A6t to the contrary notwith-

ftandjng.

Preamble. -^f^ whereas all Debts, Dues, Demands, Bargains and Contrails whalfo-

ever, unlefs otherwife fpccially agreed or contraSied,are now underftood to be pay-

able animay be difcharged by the publickBills of Credit of thisProvince^and upon

any ASiion or Alliens being brought in the Courts ofJudicature within this Pro-

vince, and Judgment being made up upon fuch A£iion and Execution ijfued, fuch

Execution may be now fatisfied and dijcharged by the publick Bills of Credit as.

aforefaidf with the Addition of a greater cr kfs Sum according to the Time when
fucb Debts were controlled :

Contraasaf- IBC It enaftCB, That from and after the thirty-firftDay of ilf<jrf^,which

terMar. 31. Oiall be in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty,

1750, to be all Debts, Dues, Demands, Bargains and Contra6ts,payable in Bills of Credit
underftood gg aforefaid, (hall be underftood to be payable in coined Silver only ; and
tobeinSilver

gjj Executions in Confequence of any Judgment of Court in all Adtions here-
°°'^'

toforc brought orthat may at anyTime hereafter be brought for theRecovery

of fuchDebtSjDueSjDemands, Bargains andContradls made and contraded as

aforefaid (hall and may be then difcharg'd bySilver at theRate following, viz,

'Every fortyfiveShillings of fuchDebtsDiies orDemands which were payable or

might bedifcharged byBillsof the oldTenor, (liall and may be difcbarg'd by one

mill'd Piece of Eight,^nd every elevenShilUngs and threePence of fuchDebtsDues

or Demands which were payable or might be difcharged by Bills of the mid-

dle Tenor, or by Bills ot the new Tenor, (hall and may be difcharged by

one mill'd Piece cf Eight, with fuch Addition, according to the Timcofcon-
tra6ting,as the Laws of thisPrevincedo or (hall require; and fo proportionably

frf any Debt or Demand of greater or lefs Value.
- - ^

j„^
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And whereas in avd by the feveral ASis of this Government for iffuing the

puhlick Bills of Credit Previfion has been madefor drawing faid Bills into the

publick Ireafury again hy certain 7'axes which it is provided by faid Jlfs (hall

ill laid on the feveral 'Towns in this Government in each of the fevsral Tears

from this prefent Tear until the Tear One Thoufand fevenHundred and fixty :

J5e it fUrt&Ci: CnafteD, That thefeveral CIaufes;in the Afts aforefaid, Repeaiofthe

providing for the bringing into the Province Treafury by Taxes the feveral Claufes in

Sums in Bills of Credit iffued byVirtue of fucHAas.bc and hereby are repealed J"'"'
^^^

and declared null and void.
tori axes.

And whereas the Sum granted byParliament as aforefaid may prove infufficient

to redeem or exchange the whole Sum which is now eutjianding in faid Bills of
Credit at the Rates aforefaid :

IQZ it fUrtfjEC enafteD, That there be and hereby is granted «nto his Xaxof/??
mod excellent Majcfty a Tax of (evenly five Thou(and Pounds to be levied ^qq to be ic-

on Polls and Eftates both Real and Ptrfonal within this Province according viedini749.
to fuchRuks and in fuch Proportions on the feveral Towns and Diftrifls with-

in the fame, as fhall be agieed upon and ordered by thisCourt at their Seflioa

in May One Thoufand feven Hundred and forty nine, to be paid into the

publick Treafury on,^ or before the laft of December then next cnfuing :

And the Tax aforefaid is hereby declared to be payable in Bills of Credit of

the new Form and Tenor, or of the middle Form and Tenor according to

their refpeflivc Denominations, or in Bills of the old Tenor, accounting four

for one, or in Spanilh mill'd Dollars at the Rate oi eleven Shillings and three

Pence each.

anB be it fUttljer CnaCtCD, That in Cafe the General Court fiiall not
Xreafurer te

at their SefTions in May and before the twentieth Day of June One Thoufand jffuehisWar
fevcn Hundred and forty nine, agree and conclude upon an Aft apportion- rants in Cafe

ing the Sum which by this Aft is engaged fhall be in faid Year apportioned there be no

afTefled and levied, that then and in fuch Cafe eaehTown and Diftrift within Adl for ap-

this Province fhall pay (by a Tax to be levied on the Polls and Eftates portioning

both Real and PerfonaJ within their Diftrifts) the fame Proportion of the ^^''^ '^*^'

faid Sum as the faid Towns and Diftrifts ftiall have been taxed by theGencral

Court in the Tax Aft then laft preceeding, and the Province Treafurer is

hereby fully impowred and direfted fome Time in the Month of June in the

Year One Thoufand fcven Hundred g^d forty nine to ifTue and fend forth

his Warrants direfted to the Seleft-Men or AfTefTors of each Town and
Diftrift within this Province, requiring them to affefs the Polls and Eftates

both Real and Perfonal within their feveral Towns and Diftrifts for theit

refpeftive Part and Proportion of the Sum before direfted, and engaged to

be affeffed, and the AfTefTors as alfoPerfons afTefTedjfhall obferve, begoverned

by and fubjeft to all fuch Rules and Direftions as fhall have been given in

the laft preceeding Tax Aft % and if there be any Surplufage it fhall remain

as a Stock in the Treafury.

And whereas it is provided by this AEl that the whole Sum now outftanding Preamble.'

in Bills of Credit which have been the Medium and InHrument of Trade and

Commerce for many Tears paji fhall be funk, partly by a Tax^ and partly by be-

ing exchangedfor the Sum granted by Parliament as aforefaid, which Sum may
prove fufficient to ferve as a Medium infiead of faid Bills, and it being of

great hnportance that all poffible Means fhould be us'd for efiablifhing an inva-

riable Silver Currency for the future : Contradls &
2Be it enaCteD, That all Bargains and Contrafts Debts and Dues what- ^^bts to be

foever which ihalj be agreed, contrafted or made after the thirty-firft Day P?! ^^'"

of March One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty, fhall be underftood and
]:'lQl^^^^{_

are hereby declared to be in Silver at fix Shillings and eight Pence per Ounce, virMonev"
and all Spanifh mill'd Pieces of Eight of full Weight, Ihall be accounted

taken and oaid at the Rate of fix Shillings per Piece for the difchargeof any RatasofSpa-

Con- nilhMroc/'
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Contrafts or Bargains to be made after the faid thirty-firft Day of March
One Thoufand (even Hundred and fifty, the Half's Quarters and other lefs

Pieces of the fame Coin, to be accounted received taken or paid in the fame
Penalty to Proportion ; and if any Perfon fliall for the difcharge of any fuch Contrads
thofe who or Bargains account receive take or pay any Silver Coin or any of the faid
receive or pieces at any greater or higher Rate than that at which the fame is hereby
pay Silver regulated and allowed, every fuch Perfon fo accounting receiving taking or

any hKr P^y'"^ ^^^ ^^^^' '^^'^ ^"''/^'^ ^^^ ^""^ ^^^^'^ ^"^"^^ ^°'" ^""^ Offence, one

Rate.
Moiety thereof to his Majcfly his Heirs and SuccefTors to and for the Ufc of
this Government, the otherMoicty to him or them that fhall fue for the fame
to be recovered with full Cofls of Suit by Aftion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or
Information in any of his Majefty's Courts of Record within this Province,
or by Prefentment of the Grand Jury ; and all Perfons whatfoevcr arc hereby
required to conform their Books and Accounts according to the Regulation
aforefaid, any former Ufagc to the contrary notwithftanding ; and anyBooks
and Accounts which (hall not be made to conform to the faidRcgulstion fhall

not be admitted or allowed to be produced in Evidence for the Recovery of

p. , , , any Debt in any of his Majefly's Courts within this Province,
ream e.

^^^ whereas Bills of Credit ha-Oe been the only Medium of Trade within this

Govirnment for manyTears paft,and theBills of Connefticut, Ncw-Hampfhire,
and Rhode-lflafld, have paffed promifcutuJJy with the Bills of this Government,

and the Inhabitants of this Government will be liable to greater Evils than they

have ever yet fufftred, if the Bills of thofe Governmenls continue current within

this Province

:

OUe it furtfjer enaCteC, That if any Perfon from and after the thirty-
PenaUy for

^^^ j^^y ^f ^^^^^ One Thoufand fcven Hundred and fifty, fhall accoune

SinTlilh """^'^^ ^^^^ °'" P*y *"y^'" °^ ^''^^ °^ ^^^'^'^ of either of the Governments of

of the neigh- Conne^icut, New-Hampfkire, q:Rhode- Ifland,in difcharge of any Contradl or

kourlng Go- Bargain, or for any valuable Confiileration whatfoevcr, every fuch Perfon fo

vernments. accounting receiving taking or paying the fame, Ihall forfeit the Sum oi fifty

Pounds for every Offence, to be recovered and applied in like Manner with

the Forfeiture or Penalty for receiving or paying Silver Coin a: any higher

Rate than is regulated by this Aft.

Oath to be ^ntl fie it furti)er enaCtCU, That from and after the lafl Day of March
taken by Per- which fhall bc in the Year of ourLordOncThoufand fcvenHundred and fifty,

ions chofen until the laftDay of March, whichlhall be in theYear of ourLordOneThoufand
toOfiicethat fevgnHundred and fifty four,evcry Perfon who fhall be chofen to fcrve in anv
jheyhaTenot q^^^ j^ ^^^y^f theTowniof thisProvinct, fhall before his Entrance upon faid

Sfa^dBills Office take the following Oath.to bc adminiftred by a Juftice of thePeacc, or

where no Juftice of the Peace fhall be prefent, by the Town-Clerk, who is

hereby impowrcd to adminifter the fame, viz.

Form cf the '\7"0i7 A. B. d$ in the Prefince of GOD,fokmnly declare, that you haveY not

Oath.
J[^ _fince the laji Day of March 1 750, wittingly aniwillingly,dire!fly or tn-

direSily, either byyour felf or any for or under you^ been concerned in receiving

cr paying within thisGovernment,anyBiUor Bills of Credit of either of theGovern-

ments of Connefticut.Ncw-Hamplhire ar Rhode-Ifland, So help you GOD.
Penalty in And where any Perfon chofen as aforefaid fhall refufe or negled to take
Cafe of Re- j^g Oath aforefaid on tendering the fame, the Town fhall proceed to the

f"d'o 'h''^
Choice of anothcrPerfon in his Room ; and where any Perfon (hall be clcded

*
during theTerm aforefaid by anyTown into anyOfHce to theNon- Acceptance

orRefufal whereofaPenalty JsbyLaw annex'd.fuchPerConneglcdingorrefufiBg

to take the Oath aforefaid, (hall be liable to the fame Penalty as is by I^aw

provided for theNon-Acceptance or Rcfufai of (bch Office.
Perfons cho-

^^^ ^^ jj- fyj^tJje,; CnaCtCll, That when any Perfon during the Term

feStat^vcTto aforefaid, fhall be chofen to reprefent any Town within this Province in the

take the faid General Court or AfTsmbly, Juch Fcrfon fo chofen fhalJ rak(? the Oath aforc-

Oatfe.
'

'

'
'

'

faid,
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faiiJ,and Return fliall be made by theSekd-Men upon thcBackof thcPrecept,

that the Perfsn fo chofen, has taken the Oath required in the AEi made and

pojfed in the twenty feccnd Tear of his Majejly King Gtorgs the Second, intitkd

An M for drawing in the Bills of Credit of the feveral Denominations which

have at any 'time been ifjued by this Government and are ftill outlanding, and

for afcertaining the Rate of coin'd Silver in this Province for the future.

And if any Perfon fo chofen fhall refufe or negleft to take the Oath afore-

faid, fuch Refufal orNegleft fhall be deem'd a refufal to ferve as aReprefenta-

tive' and the Town (hall proceed to the Choice of another Perfon in his

Room.
3nD &0 it fUtt^et CnaCtCD, That the Oath aforefaid fliall be admini- Counccllors

ftred to each ct [the Members of his Majefty's Council every Year, during t^'^^^
^^'^

the Term aforefaid, at the fame Time when the ufual Oaths required to be ^^
•

taken by the faid Members of his Majefly's Council Ihall be adminiflred.

And all Officers civil and military within this Government, who fliall be

nominated or appointed during the Term aforefaid, fliall before they receive As alfoOffi-

their refpeftive Commiffions take the Oath aforefaid, and thfir refpedrve cers chofen

Commiffions fliall otherwife be void : And all Perfons clcdled into anyOffice by theGene-

during the Term aforefaid by the General Aflembly fliall be deem'd not "1 Court,

qualified to enter upon the Executioi. of their refpedive Offices, until they

have taken theOath aforefaid : And ail Officers civil and military appointed
officers dS

by this Government who fliall be in Ccmmiffionin the Month oijune One andmilitarv.
Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty three, fliall fome time in faid Month
take the Oath aforefaid ; and in Cale of Negleft thereof their refpedive

Commiffions fliall become and are hereby declared to be void.

anO 6E it further enaCteD, That no Execution fliall be ifTued during -j-^g f^j^

the Term aforefaid from the Office of any Clerk of any of the Inferiour Oath to be

Courts of CommonPleas oroftheSupcriourCourts of Judicature for any Sum taken upon

whatfoever, unlefs the Plaintiff or Plaintifi^s Cluing in his or their own Right iffuingExe-

and dwelling within this Province) fliall firft take the Oath aforefaid, andcutionson

Certificate thereof fliall be made on fuch Execution ; and if any Execution Ju^iiencs

fliall iffue or go forth during the Term aforefaid without fuch Certificate, °^ Courts,

the fame fhali be and is hereby declared to be void. And no Licence

fliall be granted to, nor any Recognizance taken from any Taverner, Xavemers
Innholder or Retailer, by the Jufl:ices of any of theCourts of Seflions virithin Innholders

this Province during the Term aforefaid, until fuch Taverner Innholder or and Retailers

Retailer, fliall have taken faid Oath in Prefence of the Court, or Certificate to take faid

of his having fo done from ajuftice of Peace, fliall be prefented to the Court Oath.

Provided always^ That when any Inhabitant of this Province fliall be fued or
.

have his Perfon or Eftate taken by mean Proceis, or in Execution for any p °^
p '5*

Debt contraded before the thirty-firft Day of March One Thoufand feven
3^^p^ST

Hundred and fifty, with any of the Inhabitants of either of the Governments of the Bills

aforefaid, upon making Oath that he was poflefs'd of any Sum in Bills of of the other

Credit of the Government to which his Creditor belongs, before the faid Govern-

thirty-firft Day of March One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty, and has ments.

continu'd to be fo poflefs'd, he fliall have Liberty to tender the fame -, and
theCrf ditor fliall be oblig'd to accept the fame towardsPayment or Difcharge

of fuch Debt in like Manner as if this A6t had never pafs'd. Provided alfo, „ ^.^ .

i\nd it is accordingly to be underftood, that if the Bills of Credit of ^^id
q^^^ jj^ggjir^

Governnnents of ConKeniail,New-HampJhire,a.ndRhode-JfIand,(hM be drawn of the other
in and Tank, and the Paper Currency of faid Governments fliall be brought Govern-
to an End and ceafe,ac anyTime before the faid thirty-firfl: Day of March ments fhou'd

One Thoufand ieven Hundred and fifty four, then and in fuch Cafe the three be funk,

laft preceeding enading Claufes of this Ad, ffiall become void and have
CO furtherEfFcd.

M m m ^na
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Preamble.

WitmminQ mi^ of Ctenit

ASs for

drawing in

theBiilstobe

inFcrce in

Cafe the Sil-

ver Money
Ihould not

arrive in the

Province be-

fore the 31ft

Saving /.5s,

5 00, which

is tobe added

to the Tax
in 3750,

And whereas the Sum of One Hundred and eighty three Thoufand L%

Hundred and forty nine Pounds two Shii'iings and feven Pence half Penny
Slffling, granted by Parliameni as afore/aid, and the further Sum «?/" Seventy

iive Thoufand Pounds, now granted to be ajfe/s'd in Bills of Credit in the Tear
OneThoufand fevenHundred and forty nine, on thePolls andEJiates of the In-

habitants of this Province, are by this AB become the Jole Fund and Security for
the whole Sum in Bills of Credit outliandingy and in Cafe the faid Sterling Sum
granted as aforefaid, be not imported into thisProvince before the faid thirty-firji

Day 0/March One Thoufand ftven Hundred and fifty ^ the exchanging the Bills

of Credit as is above intended will be renderedimpranicable,and,theformerFunds
or Securities being made void, there will remain a Fund for Seventy fiveThou-

fand Pounds only, and the Remainder of the faid Bills of Credit will become of
no Value to the Poffeffors :

IBZ it therefore prOtiitieD, And it is accordingly hereby Enafled,

that if the Sum granted by Parliament as aforefaid, fhall not be received

within this Government on or before the thirty-firftDay of Marcb One Thou-
fand feven Hundred and fifty, then and in fuch Cafe the feveral Aftsof this

Province for drawing in the faid Bills, and all and every Part of faid Adls,

fliail be and continue in full Force, any Thing in this A&. to the contrary

notwithftanding -, and all and every Part of this A6i lliall be void,and have

no further Ef^'eia.

Saving always, That whereas the Sum of OneHundred and thirtyThoufand
five Hundred Pounds in faid Bills of Credit is engaged by faid Alls tobe drawn'

in by a Tax in the Tear One Thoufand feven Hundred and forty -nine, and by

this A£i Provifion is made for drawing Seventy five Thouland Pounds, Part

of faid Sum only in faid Tear, which Part of this A5i may have had itsEffsSi,

and the Time will be elapfed for drawing in the remaining Part of faid Gae
Hundred and thirty Thoufand five Hundred Pounds :

31t 10 t&eixfoie fjereb? cnacteo ann Dcciareo, That in fuch Cafe the

Sum of Fifty five Thoufandfive Hundred Pounds the remaining Part of faid

Sum of One Hundred and thirty Thoufandfive Hundred Pounds, fhall be and

hereby is added totheTax o{ Thirty fivsThoufandPounds,<:ng,ag'd to be aflefs'd

in the Year One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty, and the Inhabitants of

this Province fhall be affefs'd for faidSum at the fame Time and in likeMan-

ner and Proportion as is by Law provided that they fhall be affjfs'd for faid

T'hirty fi-va Thoufand Pounds, and the Treafurer is hereby required to iffue his

liVarrants accordingly.

BOSTON: Printed and Sold by @), IneelanO and C. ©rCCH, by

Order of His Excellency the GOVERNOUR, Council and Houfe of

Representatives, MDCCXLVIIL
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C H A p. XI.

An A£t in further Addition to ao Act

entitled, An Ad for the more fpeed

j

fioifhing ihQLandBank orManofaclory
Scheme.

/T appearing to this Court, mtwilb§ianditig the Provifion tnsde for i^^^ ?rtidh\e,

Jpsedy pnijhing the Land-Bank or Manufa£iory Scheme, in the /l£i of the

Seventeenth Tear of bis prefent Majefty's Reign, Intithd, An Aft for the

more fpeedy finifhing the Land Bank or Manufadory Scheme, Ihdt

there are great Difficulties in the Way of the Cmmijfioners by faid A5i ap-

peimed to finifh faid Schemf, withoh the further Aid of this Court., more ef-

pecially occafisned by the DeflruSion of the Books and Papers of the faid late

Land Bank Company, and of the faid Comrmffioners, in the late burning of the

Court-Houfs in Bofton :

150 it i\)zuim enacteD ftp t&e ©oijecnour. Council ann Ee^ .„

JJtefentatitiegf, That the faid Commiffioners or a major Part of them, ^-oram'^o--

be dircfted and impowercdj and hereby they are direded and impowered, ^^^^^ a3°d^-='

as foon as may be, to make an Affefsment on thofe Perfons mentioned in j^q^^^ ,..^

a Lift printed in the Supplement of the Bojion Gazette, fj4.s which Liit afl'efsf ei for.s

js hereby declared to contain a true and exaft Account of the Partners in according to

faid late Land Bank Scheme, and the faid Affefsment fiiall be made for the the Lift,

fuil Sum in faid Lift, printed in faid Gazette, and fuch further Sum as faid

Commiffioners fliall judge neceffary to redeem all the Outftandmg Bills of

faid Company, Principal and Interef!:, make good Deficiencies by the fail-

ing of any Partners, and to defrey the juft incidental Charges ; and every

Receipt from faid Commiffioners, or other fatisfaflory Evidence of Pay-

ment on the aforefaid Affefsment lately printed in the Bofton Gazette, (hall

be taken and received by faid Commiffioners as Payment for the Sum or

Sums ihey amount to,in the Affefsment now directed to ; upon and accord-

ing to which Affefsment now ordered(being firfl: approved by theGeneral

Court, aftrr being inferted in all theWeekly News- Papers printed in Beftoit, Warraats of

fixty Days before it's Prefentation to the General Court, that all concerned Diftrefs to

may objcd if they fee Caufe^ the faid Commiffioners (hall iffue theirWar- be ifTued,

rants of Diftrefs againft fuch Partners as fhail negleft to pay for fixty Days

after the General Court's Approbation : Which Warrant of Diftrefs (hail

be in the Form following, viz.

. f ,1, "i J"^^ J^ffries^ Samuel Banforth,JohttChandler,^(c{x%',
Province ef the I

Commiffioners for the more fpeedy finilhing the Fwrmthereof
MaQachujetts-Bay. J ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Mantafadory Scheme.

^i the Sheriff of the County of k, hisUnder Sheriff orDeputy^

(
or either of the Conftables ef B ) Greeting.

BY Venue cf an A& of the Great and Genera! Court or Affembly of faid

Province, made at their Seffion begun and held at S^j?e»,uponWednef-
day the twenty-fixth Day of Oi$l(7^£r 174.8. entitled. An jilt in further

Addition to an Att entitled. An ASi for the more fpeedy fimfhing /i5'.»Land-

Bank or ManufaSiory Schtme, there was an Affsffment made on the late

Direftors and Partners in faid Scheme, for the drawing in £he Remain*

N n o «des
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~~%^m Banfe.

derof the outflanding Biils emitted on faid Scheme, which Aff.-fsiticnt

has been duly publiilied in all the publick News- Papers in BoHon, agre-

abie to faid A£i:,and paffed the Approbation of the GeneralCourt ; fince

which more than fixty Days are paffed : In which AfiTefsment A B. of
C. in the County of E. a late Partner in faid Scheme, was afT-iTed the

Sum of in lawful Money or Manufaflory Bills

as his Part or Proportion, and altho' publick Nodce has been given cf
faid AflcfTment, asaforefaid, yet the faid A. B hitherto neglefis to pay
in the fame, as is by faid A6t required :

"Wherefore, by Virtue of the Authority to us given in and by the

aforefaid Adt ; Thefe are in his Majefty's Name, to require you toLevy
by Diftrefs, and Sale of the Eftate Real and Perl'onai of the faid A. B.

Jhe above Sum of lawful Money, and
bring the fame to us at our Office in Bojien forthwith, returning the

Overplus ( if any be; to the faid A. B. and if there cannot be found
• in your Precinft Eftate fufficientto difcharge the fame, then you are to

commit the faid A. B. if to be fcuni in yourPrecinft.to the comm.O!\

Goal of the County of E, there to remain until he has paid the faid

Sum of lawful Money, and Charges ; for all

which thisfliall be your fijfficient Warrant j fave only, that Kyou fiiall

take the Real Eftate of thefaid A. B. that then the laid A. 3. hisHeirs,

Executors, Adminiftracors orAffigns, (hall haveLiberty for threeMonths
thereafter, to redeem the fame, and if the fame fnall not be Redeemed
within three Months as aforefaid, by paying faid Sum of

and Cfc-irges, then you are required to fell the fame as afore-

faid, and return this Warrant and your Doings thereon, into the OfHcs
of the Regifter of Deeds for the County of E. there to be recorded.

Given under our Elands and Seals at Bojioi, the Day of

174 in the Year of our Sovereign Lord
by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, ^c.

y 7
S D

DireaionSta J C.
the Sheriffs p^^^ gjj sj-^eftfy-^ ji^ej,. under Sheriffs and Deputies, and where they are

ConSes" 'f^tsrefted, all Coroners, and where the Sum exceeds not ten Pounds allCon-

for'execut-
^^bles, are impowred and required to execute them on the Perfons whofe

ing the Names are contained in faid Lift, or their EftatesReal or Perfonal : And as

Warrants,
J

fome of faid Partners are or may be decea!ed,or out of the Province, before

fuch Warrantor Warrants of Diftrefs (hall be iffued,the faid Sheriff?,Coro-

ners, and Conftables, arc hereby impowred and direfted to take fuchEftate

as they may find belonged to fuch deceafed Perfon, or v/as by Law liable

to be taken, if fuch deceafed Perfon or Perfons were then livingjandin the

Province ; TheEftate taken whether Real or Perfonal, to be fold,and the

Overplus, if any, to be returned as by Law required in ordinary Cafes of

Execution orDiftrefs, fave only that theLiberty of redeeming theRealEftate

fhall extend to three Months only, after being taken, upon the Expiration

of which Term of three Months, if the fame be not redeenaed, the Sheriff

or other Officer who took the fame, Ihall return the Warrant of Diftrefs,

with his Doings thereon, into the Office of the Regifter of Deeds, in the

Surplus how County where the Lands lie, there to be recorded.

to be difpof- And if there fhall be a Surplus in the Hands of the CommilTioners after

ed of. redeeming faid Bills, and paying theneceffaryCharges, the faid CommifFi-

oners flial! divide and pay the fame equitably to and among the faid late

Time and
pj^jners, faid Divifion being firft approved by the General Court.

Comrniffio- ^»^ ^^ ^^^ ^"^^"^ ^^^ Poffeffers offaid Land Bank Bills may more readily

nersmeeting <»«<^ ^''fih receive fuch Sum or Sums as may hs dm upon or for their Bills :

ics redeem- %t It fUCtl)Ct CnaCtCD, That the faid Commiflioners.or a majorPart

ing the Bills of them, (hall as foon as they are enabled to redeem them,give pubhckNo-

(0 be public- tice in all the faid Weekly News-PaperSj of the Tisrse or Timesj aadPiacc

ly notified,
--

- -
-

^.
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or Places in theTown of £<?/?«)», when and where they will attend tored"?,m

them -, which publick Notice ("being inferted fixWeeks iucccffively in all

theWcekly News-Papers printed in Boflon) hereby is made and declared to

bealegal Tender to all and every PolTcflbr afld PolTtrffors of faid Bills.

Andfor as tnuch as hy the /aid Burning many Papers and Evidences were

hit^wherehy faid Commiffioners may be miicb e-mbarras^d, which might be

eafed hy Papers, Books or Receipts, in ether Perfons Hands

:

IBe it enacteU ailBQeCiareD, ThatraidCommiffionersbe and hereby Commitfio-

they are authorized and impowred to demand and receive of ?hc kce ners impoW'^

Diredors, Trcafurer, Endorfer, Partners and Clerks of the faid late Com- ^f'^'^ '» '^^'

pany,any and allPapers they fhall judge needful, giving Receipt for them, "^andPafers

snd to examine the faid Perfons oa Oath touching the Affairs of faid late

Company : And the faid Commiffioners or a major Part of them, are di-

recT:ed to meet for the firfl: four Weeks after thePublication of thisAdt two
Days in each Week.and for the next four Weeks one Day in each Week,
and after that one Day each alternate or every otherWeek, 'till theScheme
be fiaiihed.and no oftner.unlefs on aReprefcntation made to theGovernour

and Council, they fhall direCT: the Commiffioners to meet more frequently.

CHAP. Xil.

An A.£i:iQ addition to,aodforEsplaoation

of an Ad, entitled -, An Aft for Li-

mitation of Adions, and for avoiding

Suits at Law where the Matter is, of

long itanding.
JJ7HEREAS in and by an //5 made in the i^thTear of his pefent Ma-
i'r JiHy's Reign, entitled. An Adl for Limitation of Adions, and for

avoiding Suits in Law where the Matter is of long (landing ; It /i Freatnblg.s

among other Things ena[fed, " That all A£tions for Arrearages of Rent, or

" grounded on any Lending or Contradl without Specialty, fhould be
" brought within four Years next after theCaufe of fuch Adion,in Cafes

" where the Caufe of Adion fhould arife after the Publication of the faid

" ASt, and in thofe Cafes where the Caufe of Adion had arifen before

" within four Years after thePublication thereof, and not afterwards;" And
whereas the latter Part of the /aid Claufe was at the 'Time of making the

faid ASf, generally underflood to be meant and intended only of fuch ASIians

grounded onLending, or Contrast without Specialty as are exprefs'd in theA£^

of Parliament, which was pafs'd in the a i ft Tear of theReign of Kingl&mti

ibe firSf, enlituled^ An ASt for Limitation ofAftions and avoiding Suits a£

I^aw ; {from which Aif the heforerecited Law of thisProvince is (zmtbRef'

piSf to the ASIions therein mentisned) in a great Meafure copied -, ) but yd
the Jams cunfrued in it's utmoflLatitude^ may be underjlood to includeA£iiom

^f the Cafe upon Bill or Note of Hand, and has lately been fo adjudged bf

fame of the Courts of Judicatute within this Province ; (and by the likeCin-

ftruSiion may be deem'd to extend to all Anions of Account, and upon theCafi

whatfoever, not excepting fuch Accounts as concern the Trade of Merchant

dize between Merchafit and Merchant^ their FaSfors or' Servants-, )
ly which ConfiruSiion in the Courts of Judicature, very many Creditors have

been greaily jurprized and injured, who upon the aforefaid general

mderlianding of the faid Claufe of the aforefaid Provincial Afi and

thro' Lenity to their Dei/tors, have foreborn to bring Actions for ihs

recovery ofDebts due to them hy promiffaryNote or oiherwife howjasver fipos

fimple Contra^, within the Time limitted in the aforefaid Laiv sf^ this Frs-^

vince for bringing Anions grounded upon Landing Pv Qsniraii wHkm^ Sps-
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f/<j//y -, and will thereby Qupon the afurejaid Conftrudion of the latter Part of

[aid recited Chufe)be barred from bringing Aliions farthe recovery oftbefamet

snd great Mifchief and Inconvenience may arije in the Trade of Merchandize

and Dealings between Merchant and Merchant, and other Itaden within

this Province ;

Now for remec!7ing and preventing the fame.

Further 'Bs it DeclaveD ann enacten tj^ x\yz (Sotjernom:, Council anc
Time allow- ^OUfe Of iEleprefentatitiCg, That all Adions of Account or upon the

sd for bring- Cafe grounded on any Lending or Contradb or otherwife howfoever, in
angAdionsof which the Caufe of Adtion has anfen before the Publication of this Aft,

^^^hTr f"'^
^""^ which have not yet been comnnenced or profccuted to Eff.d, may be

ontheLa.e.
b^Q^ghj ^^^ profecuted at any Time within four Years after the Publica-

tion hereof; and in Cafes where fjch Aftions have been commenced,and
Judgment hath been given upon Plea in Bar or on Tryal for the Defen-
dant, the PiantifFor PlantifFi in fuch Adion, their Executors or Admini-
Itrators, may bring and profecute a Wat of Review of the faid A<5liora

in fuch Court where the fame was Tried, within three Years after the

.
making upfuchJudgments,for the rcverfing the fame,and recovering of their

Vf~h
* Debt, any Thing in the aforefaid Ad: contain'd to the contrary notwith-

^ns Adtlorfs* ^'^"'^'"Sv and (hall have the hke Advantage for recovering the fame, as if

of Account ^'^^ ^^'"^ ^^ ^^^ never been made : And that all Adions of Account and

and on the
' "PO" 'he Cafe other than fuch Accounts as concern the Trade ofMerchan-

Cafe. dize between Merchant and Merchant, their Fadlors or Servants ( ths

Caufe whereof fhall arife after the Publication of this Ad)niall be brought
%vithin the Term of four Years next after the Caufe of fuch Adions, and
not afterwards ; And that allAdions of Account which coniccrn theTrade
of Merchandize between Merchant and Merchant, their Fadors orServants

as aforefaid, may be brought and profecuied at any Tmie after the Caufe
of fuch Adicn, at thePleafure of fuch Perfons as msy be concerned, any
Thing in the aforefaid Ad to the contrary inany wife notv/itbftanding.

pmifo. PxotJioea altoa^g, anB&e it furtfier enactec, That this Aa
fhalJ not be underftood to bar any inf?.nc,Feme-Covert,Perfonimprifoned,

beyond the Seas, or nm compos mentis, from bringing either of the Adions
beforementioncd within theTerm before fet and hmstted for bringing fuch

Adions,reckQning from theTime that fuch Impediment fhali be removed.
Preamble, ylnd whereas it may happen that fotne Debtors may be out of this Province

during the whole or fame conftderahle Part of the Term sf Time by this ^cl

allowed and limitted for bringing fuchdctiens as afore(aid,ar,d theCreditcrs in

juchCafe not have likeAdvantage with othsrCfeditsrs for rrccvsringthsirDekis:

Frovifo 3it \% tfjgrefoie !)erebg futtfjev l^rotsiBeB aiiB Ciiacteo, That if

where Deb- gny Debtor fhall continue out of this Province more than twelve Months
tor continue

^^jtjjij, j{,g aforefaidTerm, in fuch Cafe the Creditor fhall be allowed fuch

Provin c
^^^^^" Time for bringing his Adion and recovering his Debt as fhall ap-

pear fto theSatrsfadion of theCourt in which fuoh Adion fiiall be brought^

that the Debtor had continued out of the Province within the four Years

beforcmentioncd.

w^^^^mmm^m^^mmm^^mmmm
BOSTON; N.E„ Printed and Soldby@,Eliee!anQandC.<^rg£nj

by Order of his Excellency the GOVERNOUR, Council, andtiouk

of Representatives. MDCCXCIX.
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Ads and Laws
Paffed by the Great and General Court orAfTembly of his Ma je fly's Pro-

vince of the Maffacbufells- Bay in New-Etigland : Begun and held at

Bofton upon Wednefday the thirty-firft Day of May 1749. and conti-

nued by fundry Prorogations to the twenty-third of November follow-

ing, and then met.

CHAP. III.

An Act inAddition toand rendring more
efFedual an Ad Intitled An Atl for

drawing in the Bills of Credit of the
feveral Denominations,which have at

any Time been iffued by this Govern-
ment,and are ftill outftanding, and for

afcertaining the Rate ofcoined Silver

in this Province for the^fiiture; made
in the -twenty-fecond Yearof hispre-
fent Majefty's Reign.

rH E RE AS a is declared and provided in [aidM in the Words Preamble.

following, " And whereas the Sum of One Hundred and eighty

three Ihoufand Jix Hundred and forty nine Pounds two Shillings

"andfeven Pence half Penny Sterling, granted by Parliament as
" afore/aid ; and the further Sum of Seventy five Thouland Pounds «o?<:;

'' granted to be afeffed m Bills of Credit in the Tear One Thoufand feven
" H-ondred and forty nine on the Polls and Eftates of the Inhabitants of
" this Province, are by this AEl become the Jole Fund and Security for the
" whole Sum in Bills of Credit oiuflanding, and in Caje the faid Sterling
" Sum granted as aforefaid be not imported into this Province before the
'^ Jaid thirty firfl Bay of March One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty,

O o " the
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" the exchanging the Bills of Credit, as is above intended, wtU he rendred
*' impraaicabUt and the former Funds and Securities being made votd^ there
" will remain a Fund for feventy five Thoufand Pounds o«/y, and the Re-
" mainder of [aid Bills of Credit will become of no Value to jhe Poffeffors

•

" 150 it t6etefO?e prOtiiOeD, And U is accordingly hereby enafted,
*' that if the Sum granted by Parliament as aforefaid, fhall not be re-
*' ceived within this Government on before the thirty- firftDay of Af«rf^
" One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty, then and in fuch Cafe the
" feveral A6ls of this Province for drawing in the faid Bills, and all and
*' every Part of faidAds, (hall be and continue in fullFoice ; any Thing
" in this Aft to the contrary notwithftanding ; and all and every Pare
" of this Adl (hall be void, and have no further Efiefl."

And whereas certainDedu^ions andStoppages have beenmadefrom the afore-

faidSum of One Hundred and eighty threeThoufand fixHundred and forty

nine Pounds two Shillings and fevenPence half Penny Sterling ; byMeans
whereof the whole and every Part of faid Sum has not yet been and cannot

be received within this Government before the faid thirty -firft ©/"March
One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty, .which has occafioned Doubts and
Uncertainty in the Minds of fame whether the jaid Ail is not or may not

thereby become void and of no Effe£l :

Aaicrdraw. '^^ it tftetefoic cnaftcD bp tftelicutenant (Souemour, Coun-
ing in the Cii ann it)OUfe of ECprefCntatiaW, That the faid At\ be and hereby

Bills of Cre- is declared to be in as full Force,and Ihall have the fameEffed to all In-
dit, i^c.coR- tents and Purpofes as if the exaft Sum of One Hundred eighty three Thou-
firmed, fandfix Hundred and forty nine Pounds two Shillings and feven Pence half

Penny Sterling, had been received within this Government without any
Dedudions or Stoppages made as aforefaid -, any Conftrudion that has

been or may be put on the aforefaid Paragraph to the contrary notwith-

flanding.

C HAP. IV.

An A<51 to prevent vexatious Law Suits,

Preamble. T17HEREAS it is the PraSiice of divers Perfans in this Government /a

rr c^ex their Neighbours, and put them to excejfive Cofis, by fuing them to

fame dijiant Court, in fame County of theProvince where neitherPlain-

tiff nor Defendant is an Inhabitant ; andfuch Suits are frequentlyfufJained^

notwithftanding the Law of thisProvince enables the Jeveral InferieurCourts

of Common Pleas^ and the Superiour Court of Judicature to try Matters only

that happen and arife within the County where the Court is held ; by Reafon

whereof many Inconveniencies have arifen :

For Prevention whereof :

No perfonai ^50 it 0naa0D ftp tf)0 Ii0ut0nant (^otjernout, Council anD

Aaion to be ^^Viit Of iR0pr0fentatiti00, That from and after the Publication of

iried at the this Ad, no perfonai Adion or Suit (hall be brought by any Plaintiff or

Inferiour Plaintiffs ("that are Inhabitants of this Government^ to any Inferiour

Court, l^c. Court of Common Pleas in any of the Counties within this Province,

jnanyCoun- where neither the Plaintiff nor Plaintiffs by whom fuch Suit is brought,
ty whe« nor the Defendant nor Defendants againft whom fuch Suit is brought.ffial!
neitherParty

^^ ^^ Inhabitant within fuch County where fuch Suit is brought as afore-

la^
''

faid, but all fuch Adions or Suits (hall be barred, and the Defendant or

Defendants fo fued (hall recover double Cofts of the Suit ; faving whexe

Saving. luch Defendant or Defendants againft whom fuch Suit is brought are not

Inhabi-
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Inhabitants of this Province, in fuch Cafe fuch Aftion or Suit may be

brought in any of the Counties within this Province :

Provided neverthelefs, in Cafes of Trefpafs vi et armis, and Debts die Pfo^ifo.

by Bond that by the Face of faid Bond are made local, thofe Aftions may
be tried where theTrefpafsfhall have been committed,or where faid Bonds

have been given.

CHAP. V.

An Ad inAddition to the Ad to enable

two Juftices to adjourn a Court upon
fpecial Occafions.

WHEREAS in and by an ASl made in the feventh Year of the Reign of Preamble.

King William the thirds Intitled An Aft to enable two Juftices

to adjourn a Court upon fpecial Occafions ; any two of his

Majefiy's Jufiices of the Superiour Court of Judicature i^c and Inferi-

our Court of Common Pleas refpe5lively^ whenever fuch Courts by any Pro-

vidential, neceffary and unavoidable Let or Hindrance of their Attendance

cannot be held and kept on the Bay by Law appointed for holding the fame^

are impowred by Writ under their Hands and Seals direSied to the Sheriff of

the County to adjournfuch Court unto a further Day -, but no Provifion is

made in and by faid A£l for any further Adjournment ; which may be found

neceffary for the fame Reafons :

OBe it tl)crefoic enaften ftp tbe JLicutcnant <Sot3ernout,Coun- Twojuftices

Cil anD J^OUfe of JReprefentatiUeS, That when and fo often as li fliall impower'dto

happen that either of the faid Courts cannot, for any of theReafons men- adjourn a

tioned in the faid Aft, be held and kept on the Day to which, byVirtue Court after a

of the aforefaid Aft, the fame may have been adjourned, or on any Day ^'^ Adjoarn-

to which the Juftices of the refpeftive Courts at their Seffion may have
mentinWsie.

adjourned the fame, or on any Day to which the fame may be adjourned

by the General Court ; it fhall and may be lawful for any two of the

Juftices of fuch Court, in like Manner as in the faid Aft is mentioned,

to adjourn the fame to fome furtherDay : And the Sheriff upon Receipt

of fuch Juftices Writ for that Purpofe, {hall conform himfelf to the Di-

reftions of the former Law.

anD be it fUrtt)CC CnafteD, That whenever by Reafon of any ex-

traordinary Let or Hindrance fuch two Juftices cannot, without cxtream ^T^"r^•^°

Difficulty, tranfmit any Writ for the Adjournment of fuch Court to the
fuchAdiourn

Sheriff, they may caufe a Notification of fuch Adjournnaent or Adjourn- ments.
ments to be pofted up on the Houfe where the Court was to have been

held, and at fuch other publick Places as they may judge moft fuitable

to give fpeedy Notice thereof to the County ; and fuchAdjournment fhall

be adjudged good to all Intents and Purpofes.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

An A£ttoallowtheTownof.S'n?^;7%^j/ia

theCounty oiBriftol to fet up and carry
on a Lottery for the Re-building and
keeping in Repair Miles-Bridge in faid

Town.
Freamble. yXJHEREAS by a Law of this Province made in the fixth Tear of theW Reign of his late Majejiy King George thefirft, Intitled An A6t to

fupprefsLotteries -,
and anotherLaw made in the [txihTear ofhispre-

JentMajeHy'sReign^in Addition to the aforefaid A£i, the Jetting up or carrying

on Lotteries arefupprejfed, unlefs allowed by A£i of Parliament or Laiv of

this Province : And whereas the faid Town of Swanz^ y have reprejented

their Inability of Re-building and keeping in Repair the G^eal Bridge and

Caufeway in faid Town called Miles-Bridge, by Reafon great Part of faid

*Iown is taken off to Rhode-lfland by the late Setthmsnt of the. Boundary

Line beiwiat the two Governments^ and pray theAllowance of feiting up md
carrying on a Lottery in faid Town for that Purpofe :

Town of IBc it tf)crefoie enactcD 6p tU lieutenant@otiemoiit,Coun-

Suianzey im. CU atlD !^OUfe Of EeptCfentatitieg, That the iaid Town of Swanzey

powered to be and hereby is allowed and authorized to fet up and carry on a Lottery

haveaLotte- within faid Town, for the Ufe and Purpefe aforefaid, of the Amount of
i-y for repair- f^mty five 7hoi{fand Pounds o\d Tenor, drawing out of each Priz- ten
lagMtUs

pg^ Cent, and faid Town be impowred to makeRuies for the regular and
Bridge.

prafticable Proceeding in faid Affair, and to appoint Times and Places,

and meet terfons for Managers therein, who (hall be fworn to the faith-

I ful Difcharge of their Truft.

And in order to prevent any Bubble or Cheat's happening to the Pur-'

« "°fnhe ^H^" "^ Drawers of the Tickets :

aSeTable "^^ it fUrtftet CUaCtetJ, That faid Swanzey fhall be anfwerable to

forany Defi. the Purchafers or Drawers of the Tickets for any Deficiency or Mifcon-

ciency or dudl of the Managers, according to the true Intent of Lotteries.

Mifmanage'

ment.

^^^^o^^s^^^^^^^^^^nii^^^siiiiisi.?

B O S T T^ : Printed and Sold by @).EneClanl! and C* ®reen»
by Order of His Honour the Lieutenant GOVERNOUR, Ccuncil
and Houfe of Representatives. MDCCXLIX.
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Ads and Laws
Paflcd by the Great and General Court or AlTcmbly of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of the Majfachufetis-Bay in New- England : Brgun and held at

BoHoti upon Wednefday the thirty- firft Day of May 1749, and conti-

nued by fundry Prorogations and an Adjournment to the twcnty-fecond

Day of March following, and then met.

CHAP. VII.

An Aftin Addition to anAflmadeand
paffed in the twenty fecondYear of his

Majelly's Reign, Intitled An AB: for
drawingin the Bills ofCredit ofthefeveral
Denominations which have at any Time
been ifuedh^ this Government and are ft til out-

Uandtng^and for afcertaining the Kate ofcoined

Silver in this Trovincefor thefuture,

rHEREAS in and ly an AEl made and paffed in the twenty-fecond

Year of his prefent Majeftys Reign, Intitled An Aft for drawing Preamble,

in the Bills of Credit of the feveral Denominadons which have

at any Time been iffued by this Government, and are ftili out-

ftanding, and for afcertaining the Rate of Coined Silver in this Province

for the future ; it is among other Things enaSied and declared in the JVords

following, vi?.. " That no Execution lha!l be iffued during the Term a-

" forefaid from the Office of any Clerk of any of the Inferiour Courts
" of Common Pleas or of the Superiour Courts of Judicature, for any
" Sum whatfoever, unlefs the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs (fuing in his or their

" own Right) fhall fiiH; take the Oath aforefaid, and Certificate thereof

P p p « fhaj!
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*' fhall be made on fuch Executiora." ylud whereas Juch Clerk exOfricio

is not impowred to adminifter fuch Oath^ and by Means thereof great Delay

may be occaftoned to many Plaintiffs^ and Lofs and Damage thereby arife .•

Clerksoffhe 1^0 it tbErCfOlC ettafteD, That the Clerks of the Supcriour Court
Courts im- of Judicature and the fevcral Clirks of the Inferiour Courts of Common
powred to pleas within this Province be and hereby are impowrea to adminifter
adminifter fu^h Oath (when it hath not already been done before a Juftice of Peace

^kin' Tu°"
^"^^ certified to the Clerk; to any Plaintiff or Plaintiffs whatfoever fluing

E 'cutions.
'" '^'^ ^^ ^^^^^ Right and dwelling within this Province^ and Certificate

may and (hall be made thereof accordingly ; and ffjr adminiftring the

Oath as aforefaid fuch Clerk fhall be allowed three Pence, and no more.

Fee for ad- SnO 60 it fUttSet enafteU, That for each Certificate on an Ex'e-

miniftring cution, the Clerk of the Court figning the fame fhall be allowed three
theOath and Pgtice lawful Money, and no more ; and the Cofl and Charge of fuch
for certify- Qath and Certificate Ihall be added to the Sum in the Execution required
'"S '*•

to be levied accordingly.

CHAP. VIII,

An A(ft for afcertaining theR ates a t which
GoinedSilverandOoidandEnglKhtialf-

Pence andFarthiogsmay pafs within this

GGveromenc.

Preamble. % % THEREAS in and hy an AB made and pajfed in the iwienly-fecend

^ VV ^^'^^ °f ^" P^^f^"^ Majefiy's Reign^ Intitled An Aft for drawing
in the Bills of Credit of the fcveral Denominations which have

at any Time been iffucd by this Government and are ftill outftandmo-,

and for afcertainifig the Rare of coin'd Silver in this Province for the
future 5 it is enaSled in theH^ords following, viz, " That all BKgains,and
" Contrads, Debts and Dues whatfoever which fhall be agreed,cont'ra6i:-

'* ed or made after the thirty-firft Day of March 1750, (hall be under-
" flood, and are hereby declared to be in Silver ztfix Shillings and eight
*^ Pence per Ounce, and ail Spanifli mill'd Pieces of Eight of full Weight
" fhall be accounted, taken and paid at the Rate oi fix Shillings per Piece
" for the difchargc of any Contra<5ts or Bargains to be made after the faid
*' thirty-firft Day of March 1750, the Halves, Qiiarters and other lefs

" Pieces of the fame Coin to be accounted, received, taken or paid in the
" fame Proportion.'* And whereas there is greatReajon to apprehend that

many and great Inconveniencies may arife in Cafe any coind Saver or Gold,

or Englijh Half Pence and Farthings fhould pafs at any higher Rate than in

ajufi Proportion to Spawfh Pieces of Eight er coin'd Silver at the Rates

aforefaid :

Rates of
'^^ *^ tU^ttoit enafteu bg t&cilLicutenant<Sci3£i:nour.ai:ouncil

Coins ftated.
^"^ f^OUiZ Of Ja0prerentatit)e0, That it fliall not be lawful for any

' Pcrfon within ihisGovernment from and after the thirty firflDay o^ March
One Thoufand fevcn Hundred and fifty, to receive take or pay any of the

following Coin at any greater or higher l^ate than is allowed by this AQ:,

viz, A Guinea at twenty eight Shillings : An Engiu'h Crawn at fix Shil-

lirgi
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lings and eight Petice : A.n half Crown it three Sbillihgs and four Pence :

An Englifh Shilling at one Sbilling and four Pence : AnEngliOi fixPcpce

at eight Pence : A double Johannes, or Gold Coin oi Portugal oi the Va-

lue of three Pounds twelve Shillings Sterling, at four Pounds fixteen Shil-

lings : A fingle Johannes of the Value t\ thirty fix >S^;/%j Sterling, at

forty eight Shillitgs : A Moidorc at thirty Jix Shillings : A Piflole of full

Weight at twenty two Shillings : Three Englifh Farthings for onePenny
;

and Englidi Half Pence in greater or lefs Numbers in Proportion.

SInD ftC it fUtt|)CC CnaCtCD, That if any Perfon within thisGovern- Penalty for

ment (hall after the thirty-firft Day of March One Thoufand fcvenHun- S'^'^S ™°'^

drcd and fifty, for the difcharge of ariy Contraaior Bargainj, account, re-
'"[/Jf^^-^j^

ccive take or pay any of the feveral Species of Coins before mentioned at ,^'30 accord-
any greater or higher Rate than at which the fame is hereby regulated, j^g to Eftab-

fettled and allowed to be accounted, received, taken or paid, every Perfon lifliment.

fo accounting, receiving, taking or paying the fame contrary to the Di-

reftions herein contained, fhall forfeit the Sum of f/ty Pgttnds for every

fuch Offence, one Moiety thereof to his Majefty for the life of this Go-
vernment, tn& other Moiety to fuch Perfon or pcrfons as Ihall fue for the

fame ; to be recovered with full Cofls of Suit by Aftion of Dsbt, Bill,

Plaint or Information in any of his Majefty's Courts within this Province.

Provided always, and it is hereby declared, Thii noihiiig in this Aft provifo rela-

ihall be underflood to reftrain any Perfon or Peifons from acconhting, ting to Bar-

receiving taking or paying any of the aibdvethentioned Species or Coins gains &c.

in difcharge of any DebtSj Contrads or Bargains malde before tfie thirty- ^^^^ before

firft Day of March One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty,at the follow- ^"^^ 3»*

ing Rates, viz. For any Debt contraft^d before the faid thirty-firft Day ^750*

of March, and underftood to be payable in Bills of the old Tenor in fu,cli

Proportion higher or greater than the Rates fee it in this Aft^ it% forty five

Shillings is to fin Shillings ; and for any Debt contrafted before the faid

thirty- firfl Day of March, and underftood to be payable in Bills of the

middle Tenor or Bills of the new Tenor, in fuch Proportion higher or

greater than the Rates fet at in this Ad as eleven Shillings and tbreePence

is to fix Shillings : Any Thing in this A61 to the contrary notwithftand-

ing.

CHAP, IX.

An ^ft in further Addition to the feveral

Ads of this Province made for the Dif
tribution and Settlement of theEftates
ofinteftates.

WHEREAS hy the Laws of this Province made for the Difirihution Preamble.
and Settlement of the EJiates of Inteftates, it is provided that fuch
real Eftaies as cannot (without Prejudice to or fpoiUng them) be

divided among all the Children of any Perfon dying Inteftate and leaving

Children, may be fetied on one or Jo many of them as the Eftate will conveni-
ently accommodate ; hut no Prtvifion by Lavt has as yet been made for the

like Settlement of EJiates {uncapable of a Divifion amgng all(beHeirs) where
the Inteflate dies without Ijjue :



Ij^o. 'yinno kegni Regis G E O R G 1 1 11. Vicefimo Tertio.

3^8 3lnteftate csiates?.

T5e it tl)erefoie enaaen bp tbe Lteuienant®otiernout,Coun-
Settlement (jl ^^(^ i^OUfe Of lReprefCntatil[)e0, That where the real Eftate of
of inteftate ^^y ferfon dying Inceftate and not leaving Iffue, cznnot be divided a-

?^'"
. mong all the Heirs, without great Prejudice to or fpoiling the whole, the

is n Iffu'"*' J"'^^'' ^^ ^^^ Probate of Wills in the County in which fuch Inteftate Per-
° *' fon laft dwelt, fhall have Power, and he is hereby authorized to order

and affign the fame to one or fo many of the next of Kin to fuchlnteftate

in equal Degree, or their legal Reprefentatives, as fuch Eftate will conve-

niently accommodate without Prejudice to or fpoiling the whole ( Prefe-

rence being given to the Male Heirs among fuch as are of Kin in equal

Degree) in Manner as the lame might by Law have been fettled on the

Children of the Inteftate in Cafe he or fhe had left IfTue.

^^fg^^^i^^^i^^^ig^ii^iiiiii^iim nm'^m'm

3 O S 7 N : N. £. Printed and Sold by ^.EneClanO and C,

<J5teen, by Order of His Excdlency the GOVERNOUR, Council

and Houfe of Representatives. MDCCL.

m4'



Anno Regni Regis G E O R G 1 1 II. VIcefTimo Quarto, '^75<^'

iaeljteto in CitJil Caufe^, 399

An Ad
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of his Majefty's Pro-

vince of the MaJfachufeUs-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at

Boffon upon Wednefday the thirtieth Day of May 1750, and continued

by Prorogations to Wednefday the twenty-fixth of September following,

CHAP. I.

An A(9: in Explanation of an AS: made in the

Reign of King William the Third, Intitled

An ABfor Review in Civil Caufes,

'f'jf'7HE R E A S fame Doubt has arifen and may arife, whether preamble.
f/l/ the Alt made in the thirteenth Tear of the Reign of King Wlllhm
f f the Third, Intitled, An Aft for Review in Civil Caufes, extends to »

Judgments given, on Informatiotis filed by Impoft Officers or their De-
puties for the Declaration of the Forfeiture of Goods by themfeized :

IBe it tbercfoie cnacteu b)> tbe lieutenant <5otiernour, Coun- Explanation

Cil anD J^OUfC Cf IReptefentatitieS, That the faid Aft doth not, nor of anAftoa
ever did, neither ought to be conftrued to extend to Judgments given on Rsviews=

fuch Informations.

BO STO N : Printed and Sold by ^, MxittlmXi and

%. d^reen, by Order of His Honour the Lieutenant

Governour,CouncilandHoufe of Reprefentatives. 1 750.
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401

Ads and Laws
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of his Majefty's

Province of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held
at Bojion upon Wednefday the thirtieth Day of May 1750 ; and con-

tinued by Prorogations to Thurfday the tenth of January following.

C H A P. II.

An A61: to regulate the Importation of Ger^

mans and other Paffengers coming to fettle

in this Province.

rHEREAS Germans and other Perfons may be imported in

fo great Numbers in one Fejfel, that through want of necejfary Preamble.

Room and ykcommodations, they may often central mortal and
contagious Dtftempers, and thereby occcfion not only the Death

ofgreat Numbers ofthem in their Paffage^ but alfo by fuch Means on their

Arrival in this Province, thofe who may furviie, may be fo infeSed as to

fpread the Contagion, and be the Caufe of the Death ofmany others :

"To the End therefore that fuch an evil Praffice may be prevented, and

Inconveniencies thence arifing avoided as much as may be ;

TBe it enaaeu tjp tt)C iLieutcnaiu (i5ot)ernour. Council anD
J^OUfe of Eeprefentattl3CS, That from and alter the Publication of

Room &'pro-
this Aft, no Mailer or Commander of any Ship, or other VeiTel whatfo- vifions to be
ever, bound to the Port of Bo§lon, or elfewhere within this Province, allowedtoPaf-

fhall import into faid Port oi^ Bofion, or into any other Port within this fengerscom-

Province, any greater Number of Paffengers in any one Ship or other !^S '" ^"X

Veffel than fuch only as Ihall be well provided with good and wholefome
tig „, thisPrJ-

Meat, Drink and other Neceffaries tor Paffengers and others during the vincc.

whole Voyage •, and fhall haveRoom therein to contain for fingle Freight

or Paffengers of the Age of fourteen Years or upwards, at leaft fix Feec

in Length, and one Foot and fix Inches in Breadth, and if under the

Age ^orefaid, to contaio the fame Length and Breadth for every two

R r r
'

fuch
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Penalty to any fuch Paffengers -, and if any Mailer or Connmander ot any Ship or other
delinquent Veflel againft the Tenor of this Aft, Ihall import into this Province any
Maiter.

^^^ ^^ greater Number of Paffengers not accommodated or provided

during his Voyage with good and wholeforae Meat, Drink, Room and

other Neceffaries as aforefaid, fuch Mafter or Commander fhall forfeit

and pay for every Paffenger fo imported into this Province, the Sum of

fve Pounds, to be recovered by Adion of Debt with full Cofts of Suit in

anyCourt of Record within this Province : The one Half of faid Forfei-

ture to any one who will fue for the fame to Effeft, and the other Half
to the Province Treafurer, to be applied towards Payment of the Char-

ges and Expences of this Province : Provided fuch Action fhall be com-
menced within the Space of forty Days next after any fuch Offence fhall

be committed •, or fuch Delinquent may be indided for the fame in the

next Court of General Scflions of the Peace for the County where the

Offence fliall be com.mitted ; and on due Convidion be fined at the Dif-

cretion of the Court not exceeding Jive Pounds for each Paffenger, ex-

ceeding the Number by this Aft allowed to be imported as aforefaid.

Jnd to the End this /l£f and the Provifions herein made may be more -par-

ticularly obferved ;

The Impoft %Z It fUCtbCt CnaCtCO, That the Commiffioner of Impolt for the
Officer & his xime being, or his lawful Deputies, in going on board any Ship or other
^

wred to"'
^^^'^^ importing Paffengers either by his or their View, or otherwife,

make Inquiry ^^3,11 and is hereby required to inform himfelf of the Condition and Cir-

referring to cumftances of the Paffengers on board, and whether they have been
the Obfervati- prgyided for and accommodated with the Provifions, Room and other
onofthisAft.

Neceflai-ies herein direfted ; and where at any Time a Deficiency fhall

appear to him or any of them, he or they fhall forthwith give Notice

of the fame to fome one or more of the Juftices of the Peace for the

County where the Offence is committed, to the End the Perfon or Per-

fons delinquent may be fent for or bound over to the next Court of Ge-
neral Seffions of the Peace, then and there to anfwer for fuch Offence.

3nU be it fUttfeCt CnaCteD, That everyMafter orCommander of any
Provifion for

gj^jp ^j. Qj-j^g^. Veffel importing any Paffenger or Paffengers to be landed

MonfyGoods within this Province, who in their Paffage hither, or foon after their

&c. of any Arrival may happen to die, leaving Goods, Chatties, Money or other
Paffengers Effefts on board fuch Ship or other Veffel, or in the Hands or Cuftody

Lnhd'affa<^e
°^ ^"^ ^""''^^^ Mafter or Cammander, every fuch Mafter or Commander

" '

Avithin the Space of twenty Days next after his Arrival, or after the

deceafe of every fuch Paffenger, fhall exhibit to the Regifter of the Judge
of Probate of Wills, and granting Adminiftration for the County where

fuch Goods and Effefts fhall be, a true and perfeft Inventory, upon Oath,

of all fuch Goods, Chatties, Money or other Effefts, to the End that

after Payment of all juft Demands which ffiall be due to the faidMafter

or Commander, or to his or their Owner or Owners, the Remainder of

fuch Goods and Effefts may be committed to the Cuftody of fome pro-

per Perfon or Pcrfons, for the Benefit of the Wife and Children, or other

Kindred or Creditors of the Deceafed, as the Cafe may require, and the

Law in fuch Cafe ffiall direft.

Penalty for ^nD t)C It fUrt[)ec CnaCteD, That if any fuch Mafter orCommander

N^ kaSx ^^ ^"y ^^^'^
^'""'P

°'' o^herVeffel ffiall negleft or refufe to exhibit fuch an

hibftinganln-
Inventory of the Goods and Effefts of any fuch Paffenger or Paffengers

ventory of lo dying as aforefaid, every fuch Mafter or Commander ffiall forfeit and

fuchGoods&c pay the Sum of two Hundred Pounds, to be recovered and applied as

aforefaid.

CH4P'
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CHAP. III.

An AS: for holding a Superiour Court of

Judicature Court of AfTize and General

Goal Delivery at other Times than thofe

already appointed by Law.

JT 7HEREAS the Time by La-Jo appointed for holding the Superiour Court preambk.
wV of Judicatm-e Court of JJfze and Ge7ieral Goal Delivery, is but once

infix Months in any County, and but once a Tear in many Counties, by

Reafon whereof Felons by making their Efcape, or by theDeath of JVitneffes,

may avoid Juilice, or great Charges may arife by keeping fuch Offenders in

Goal, as -well as Damages accrue to Witneffes by being detained until the

time byLaw appointedfor holding the Court wherefuchOffenders are triable :

And as there is not by the Laws of this Province fuffcient Provifton made

for remedyijig the Inconveniencies aforefiid :
'

15e it cnactcD tpm lieutenant <i5oi)ernour. Council nifip covemour

i^OUfe of iRCpcefentatitiCS, That the Oovemour or Commander in and Council

Chief for the Time being, by and with the Advice and Confent of the ™P°^^«'^ }°

Council, may upon fuch Occafions, by Precept direfted to the Juftices CourtoSffize
of the Superiour Court of Judicature Court of Affize and General Goal &£,

Delivery, order and appoint them to hold a Superiour Court of Judica-

ture Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery, for inquiring of, hear-

ing and determining all fuch Felonies on certain Days and Places,by tjiern

to be appointed in the County where fuch Offence by Law is triable ;

and that the Juftices aforefaid upon the Receipt of fuch Precept, fhall

caufe Procefs to iffue for fummoning Grand Jurors and Petit Jurors out

of the feveral Towns, as is ufual for the ftated Courts, to attend fucl\, .

Special Court at the Time and Place appointed by the Jyftices thereof

for holding the fame, and make out all other neceffary Procefs, and do

whatever elfe is or may be requifite to be done for the holding flich

Court, inquiring of fuch Felonies, hearing and determining the fame,

givingjudgment and awarding Execution thereon, as fully as the Supe-

riour Court of Judicature Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery

might or could do at a Time by Law appointed for holding fuchCpurt.

antJ be it fUr£l}et CnafteO, That if any fuch fpecial Court can't be ^^^ ^^^
held on the Day appointed therefor, any one of the Juftices thereof may court may be-

adjourn the lame Irom Time to Time until fuch Court can be held. adjourned.

CHAP. IV.

AnA6^for raifing theSum oliT'welveHundred
Pounds by Lottery,for building and main-

taining a Bridge over the River-Parker in

the Town o{Newbury^2X the Place called

Old-Town-Ferry.

WHE R E A S the building a Bridge over the River-Parker in '^if prea»l)f«,

Town of Newbury in the County of Eflex at the Place called Old-

Town-Ferry, wtll be of publi(k Savid \ And whereas the Town of

Newbury
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Newbury have by Mr. Daniel Farnum their Agent, applied to this Court

for Liberty to raife the Sum of Twelve Hundred Pounds by Lottery, for

building and maintaining a Bridge over thefaid River at the Ferry Place

aforefaid, under the DireSlion of Perfons to be appointed by this Govern-

ment :

'

'

'JBe itt&erefo^e enacteD 6p tf)e£iEutenant®otiernour,Council

A Lottery to aUlJ ^OUfC Of JReptefentatitieg, That rhomas Berry, John Greenleaf,

he fetup in Jofeph Gerrifh, and Jofeph Atkins, Efquires,and the faid Daniel Farnum,
Newbury for ^Qt any three of themj be and hereby are allowed and impowred to fet up

Bride"over
^""^ ^^^''^ ^" ^ Lottery within the faid Town oi Newbury, amounting to

the Ri'ver- fuch a Sum as by drawing ten per Cent, out of each Prize, they may
Parker. thereby raife the Sum of Twelve Hundred Pounds, to be applied (hy them

or any three of themj towards building and maintaining a good and

fufficient Bridge at the Place aforefaid ; and for defraying the neceflary

Charges of the Lottery aforefaid : And that the faid Thomas Berry,

John Greenleaf, Jofeph Gerrifh, Jofeph Atkins, and Daniel Farnum, (or any

three of them) be and hereby are impowred to make all neceflary Rules

for the regular Proceeding therein, and fhall be fworn to the faithful

Difcharge of their Truft aforefaid, and be anfwerable to the Purchafers

and Drawers of the Tickets for any Deficiency or Mifcondud: ; and that

the Money fo raifed fhall be applied to the Ules and Purpofes aforefaid.

m^^mi^^M^m^^mm^^w^

BOSTO N: Printed and Sold by ^, MXittXmtS and

^* d^tttn, by Order of His Honour the Lieutenant-

GovemoiirjCouncilandHoufeofReprefentatives. 1750.

####^#il^####il#######^###il^#
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Ads and Laws
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's

Province of tbcMa£acbufetts-Bay mNew- England : Begun and Held

at Boftcn uponWednefday the thirtieth Day of Misry 1750; andcon^

tinued by Prorogations and Adjournrnent; tpWednelday the twenty-

fe .enth Day of Mfl/-f/^ following.

C H A P. V.

An A61 inAddition tothe feveralLaws alrea-

dy in Being for the more fpeedyfiniftiingthe

Land Bank or ManufaBory Scheme,

r HEREAS afi JJfeJfmcnt was made by the Conmijfioners appointed , . _

by^ the J£f of this Province, pa/s'd in the feventeenth^'^^^^""

2'car of bis frefent Majefty's Reign, Intitled, " An Ad for the
" mere fpeedy finifhing the Land-Bank or -Manufjiftory

"Scheme," on certain delinquent Partners, Jo called, and /aid JJfefs-

ment was publifloed in the Bofton Gazette orWeekly Journal, of the zift

«/ Augufl I 744 ; cfid anotherJffeffment was made by faidCommiffioners ort

other delinquent Partners, fo called, and publiflzed in the Bofton Gazette of

Weekly Journal of the 1 3 /^ c/ November 1744, and a further Affefs-

ment was made by faid Commiffioners on the late DireSfcrs and Partners of
faid Company, and publijhed in the Supplement to the Bofton Evening-Poft

of the 27/^0/ December 1745 .• Jll which Ajejfments have been received

in Part only. And whereas by Reafon of the owning of the Court-Houfe
in Bofton, and the Papers that were therein relating to the Land Bank
er Manuftdory Scheme, it is 1 ow become impofjible to a/certain the exaB
Sum which has been paid by faid Dire£ior and Partners in Cojtfequence of
faid Ajfefjments, ctherwife thanfrom the Becks, Papers or other Evidence Direaors and

which may be produced by faid Directors and Partners themfelves : heK'^e
pBz it tfjevefoie enaftcD bp tt}cLieu«nant®oi)etnour,Coun* Payment of

CilanD lJt)OUfe of IF.eptefCnfatilOES, That each and every one of the Sum affix-

faid late Diredors and Partners afielTed by faid Commiffioners, whofe
5f

'° '^^""

N^mes are publi&ed in the aforefaidG«z^//w or Journals of the 21ft of^X^clM
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' -—--Ju^uJt'Xf^.^., and of tlie 13th 6^ November 1744, and the Supplement
to the Bojion Evemfig-Pqft of tht 27th oi December ly^.^^ and their

Eftates fhall' be held and are hereby declared to be liable to the Pay-
Saving what ment of the Sums affixed to their Names refpedively, faving fuch Part
isalreadypaid. thereof only which faid Direftors and Partners or their Reprefentatives

fhall make appear by Receipts or other Evidence, which Ihall be fatis-

faftory to the Commiffioners,has already been paid in Difcharge of faid

Aflefsments ; and each and every of the faid Direftors and Partners in

^dd d" "inte'
^^^ Several Aflefsments aforefaid, and their Eftates,fliall likewife be held

reft.^

^ " '^'

^""^ ^^^ hereby declared to be liable to the Payment of Intereft on the

whole or fuch Part of their refpedtive Aflefsments as they fhall not
make appear to have been difcharged, at and after the Rate of fix per

Cent, per Annum, to be computed from the Time fuch Afl'efsment or

fuch Part thereof refpedively as fhall remain unpaid became payable
or due, until the Time of Payment •, and each and every of the delin-

quent Partners whofe Names were publifhed in x.\\Q Gazettes of 2ifE'

TenperCent. Augufi and 13th November 1744, and their Eftates as aforefaid, are

added. held and hereby declared ^ be liable to thePaymentof the furthej-Sum

of ten -per Cent, ^nd each an^ every of the.Diredors and Partners whofe
Names were pufelillied in the Supplement to the Bofton Evening-Pofi of

the 27th D^cmZ-fr 1745, and their Eftates, are held and hereby de-
Five perCent. clared to be liable to the Payment of five per Cent, on the Sums rcf-
added for

peftively duc and unpaid, over and above the Intereft aforefaid, in Con-
"^""

fideration'of the Charges which have been caufed by their Nonpayment
of their refpe<Stiv6 Parts df the Afl'efsments aforefaid.

Preamble, ^^^ whereas there appears to be a Balance due from feveral offaid Di-
re^ors^agreable to aRepprt of a CQmmittee..Qfihe GemralCourt ftgned jckm'""

"Wheelwright /)fr Orr/«-, /7,7^ (ia/i'i April, 17th 1751, and the Vote or

Order of the General Court acceptingfaid Report., amounting in the whole

to feyen Hundred apd forty-fightPounds-three Shillings and threePence'.,

Ltmd-Bmk Money., fo Called :
' And whereas it is reafonable that each and

everjof^the 'Direclor'i off-ai^-C-ompany fhoid^pay the Sum of forty Pounds
hand Bmik Money as their Proportion to what the Partners have already

been ajfeffed for ti>e:Charge^and Lofs fujiained by faid I,and-Bank or Ma-
nufaftory Company,over and above the Sum o/twentyPounds lawfulMoney

which has heretofore bepi dffeffed on each offaid DireSfors :

Direaors'to- ' '^^ Vt tt)etefO?e etiaaCD, That theTeveral Direftors ftill furviving _

paytheBalan- and mentigned in faid Report, and their Eftates, and alfo the Eftates
'

ces in the of fuch of faid'Direftors as are deceafeidj be and hereby are declared .to.

Committees
t,e heiti and made liable to the Payment of the aforefaid Balances as are

^ ^
°

refpedtively declared by faid Report to be due from them to faid Com-
pany ; apd alfo to thq further Sum oi'forty Pounds Land Bank Money
eaqh as aforeiaid, fuch Payments to be; made in Land Bank Money
or lawful Money equivalent. .

Warmts to ^^tlB tie It further: enaCtet!,That if either of the lateDireftors and
'

'

be iffued a- Partners, or their Heirs, Executors or Adminiftrators, ftiall not have:

gainft the Di- paid the Sunis which, by this Aft they the faid Direftors and Partners 6r
-'

reftors and xheit Eftates, are held and made liable to the Paym^^nt of, on or befote""
Partners.

^.j^^ ^^ Day of Jugujiiy^j, then and in fuch Cafe the faidCommifli-
'

ners be and hereby are impowred and required (anyjudgmentsofCourt
'^

heretofore obtained and unfatistied notwithftanding) . forthwith to ifllie?

i((,; ru-.y their VV^arrants of Diftreis,againft the Perfons or Eftates of each ftifr^;-

cio_32i;
. viving Director and Partner, and the Eftates of each Diredor andPar,t-

""

.?"' _'' ner dece^^fedj from; wi^oiji.itny Part of ihe Sum required by this Aft to
.

-•..vlri;T,
t)e paid as aforefaid Ihall thefl remainidue : Which'Warrant IhaU beiri' '^

"•',ir.: . aiie Form. iQllomfig ;..
.

•
" ,"_;'.';;



• Anno Regni Regis ''GtSt^i^l^-M^^ - Iv^t^Zy

Ikunh "Bantt,^;^ . . . 407
^

To the Sheriff of the County of A. his Under- Sheriff or: Deputy.. Greeting.

757* Virtue of the Authority given to us in and by an ASf made andpajs^d

in the twenty fourth 'Tear of his Majcjly King GEORGE the Second, Form of the

Inlitkd, An Act in Addition to the feveral Laws already in Being lor. Warrants of

the more 'Ijjeedy finifhing the Land Bank or lilamifactory Scheme ; Thefe
Eiftrels.

are in hisMajefty'sName to requireyou to levy hyDijirefs and Sale oftheEJtate

of A. B. ofC. in the'Counly ofE. the Sum of

Lawful Money, and bring the fame to us at our Off.cein Boikon forthwith^

returning the Overplus {if any be) to the faid A. B. and if there cannot be

found in your Freeing EJiate fuffcient to difharge the fame, then you. are.

'

to commit the faid A. B. if to be found in ycurPrecuicl, to the common Goal

cf iheCounty of Y. .there to remain until he has paid the faid Sum of _
.

-.

Lawful Money and Charges : For all which thisjhall beyour fufficientlVar-

rant ; fave only that ifyoufhall take the Real EJiate of thefaid A. B. that

then the faid A. B. his Heirs, Executors, Jdminiftrators or Affig^ts, ffall

have Liberty for three Months thereafter to redeem the fame ; and if the

famepall net be redeemed within three Mofiths as aforefaid, by paying faid

Sum of and Charges, then you are required tofell thefame

as aforefaid, and return this IFarraiit and your Doings thereon,
_
into the

Office of the Regifier of Deeds for the County of ii. there to be recorded.

Given under ourliands and Seals atBo&on the Day of ^75
in the Iear of our Sovereign Lord by the Grace of GOD,
©»^ 0/ Great Britain £i?r. J. J.

..S. D.

And all Sheriffs, their Under-Sheriffs and Deputies, are impowred officers Inl-

and required to execute the faid Warrant on the Perfons whofe Names 'powred to ex-*

ftall be inferted therein, or their Eftates Real or Perfonal : And where 5^"'^ ^^^

the Sheriff his Under-SherifF or Deputy is concerned, fuch Warrant' ^"'^^ ^*

may be direfted to the Coroner of the County of A. or his Deputy,and

be executed by either of them : And as fome of faid Perfons are or

may be deceafed, or out of the Province, before fuchWarrant or War-
rants of Diftrefs fli.all be iffued, the faid Sheriffs and Coroners are here-

'

by impowred and diredled to take fuchEftate as they may find belong-

ed to fuch deceafed Perfon, or was by Law liable to be taken, if fuch .

-^^ ,

deceafed Perfon or Perfons were then living, and Jn the Province j The ^fo^yed fo i-e*^^

Eftate taken, v/hether Real or Perfonal, to be Sold, and the Overplus, deem real

if any, to be returned, as by Law required in ordinary Cafes of Execu- Eftate^-

tion or Diftrefs, fave only that the Liberty of redeeming the RealEflate

fliall extend to thi-ee Months only after being taben-i upon the Expi-

ration of which Term of three Months, if the fame be not redeemed,

the Sheriff or other Officer who took the fame,, Ihall return tlic War-
rant of Diflrefs, with his Doings thereon, into the Office of Regifter

of Deeds in the County where the Lands lie, there to be recorded.

And whereas it may happen that a further Sum may be flill neceffary to Preamble,

lerdifedjn order to finifh-the Affairs of the faid Land Bank or Mahu-
faci:ory Company ; ' _ .

:

•

15e it further CnaCteD,- That if the whole Surn which Ihall'be due
and- which fliall be recovered on or before the firftDay ofDecember 1751, Coirimiffio-

ohthe feveral Affefsments .aforefaid, find from the fgveral Diredtors for
"gd^to^a^^

w-hat-is by this A£l declared to be due from them, fhall not be fiifHcient furthei*

to exchange the whole of the Bills of faid Company that are now out- Affefsm^nt?;

ftanding, "and to pay the Charges that have arifen or may arife thereirij
'^

then and in fuch Cafe the Commiffioners aforefaid be and hereby are '^

impQ^Yred an.d required to make a father AlTefsmepc oaDirei^brs and*'-
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Aflcfsmenjsto

be publifhed.

Warrants tc

be iflued o

fuch Affefs-

ments.

Preamble.

Partners in Proportion to the Sum which fhall appear to theSatisfaftion

of the ConnmifTioners to have been originally received or taken out by
each Perfon, faving only that each Direftor fhall be affeffed in Proper^

tion as if he had received or taken out two Hundred andfifty Pounds, al-

tho' the certain Sum by fuch Director received or taken out fhall not

appear : And faid CommifTioners fhall caufe fuchAffefsment to be pub-
liihed in the Boflon Gazette or PFeekly Journal, and each of the Perfons

who may be fo afFilTed and their Eftates fhall be held and are hereby

declared to be liable and obliged to the Payment of the refpectiveSums

on them afTefTcd in like Manner as thofe Diredors and Partners who
have not paid the former AfTefsments, are by this Aft declared to be
liable and obliged to the Payment thereof : And if either of the Di-
reiflors or Partners fo afTefTed or their Executors orAdminiftrators fhall

not within fixty Days after the Publication of fuch AfTefsment, pay to

faid Commiflioners the Sum on fuch Direftor or Partner affefs'd, the

faid CommifTioners are hereby required and impowred, unlefs fuch

AfTefsment fhall be fet afide or difannulled by the General Court, forth-

with to ifTue their Warrants of Diftrefs againft the Perfons orEflatesof

each fi.rv'iving Direftcr and Partner, and the Eftates of each Direftor

and Partner deceafed refpeftively ; which Warrants fhall be in theForm
before prefcribed by this Ad : And all Sheriffs, Under-Sheriffs and
their Deputies, and where they arc interefted, all Coroners are impow-
red and required to execute fuch Warrants in like Manner, and obferve

the fame Rules as prefcribed for the executing Warrants for any of the

former AfTefsments mentioned in this Ad.
And li her:as in and by the aforerecitedAH Intitkd AnAd for the more

fyiLt'^y?\niKm^t.\\t Land-Bank ov Manufactory Scheme, it is enaSed in

the PFordsfollowing ;
" That from and after the Publication of this ASi

*' the Efiate of each and every fuch Director and Partner floall be thereby

" bound andfubjeSfed to the Payment of fuch Sum or Sums of Money as
" fiall be affeffed upon him by the /aid Commiffioners or any two of them,
*' with the Approbation and Allowance of the Great and General Court of
" this Provinte {as is herein after mentioned) for the Redemption of their
'

' refpeSfiveProportions of theBills of the faid lateCompany, and their equi-

" table Part and Share of all Loffes and Charges ariftng by the faid
*' Scheme, in fuch Manner as the fame would be bound and fubje£ted by
*' the atlual Service of Procefs of Attachment upon it at the SuU of any
*' Creditor according to the ordinary Courje of the L,aw and iheUfage within
" this Province :

-

IBt it fUrtbet CnaCteD, That all and every Part of the Lands and
Tenements of each and every Diredor and Partner which were bound
and fubjeded by the faid lafl recited Claufe, in whdfe Pofi'elTion foever

the fame now is or hereafter may be, be and hereby is declared to con-

tinue to be held fubjeded and liable to the Payment or Difcharge of

the Sums declared by this Ad refpedively to be due from or required

to be aflelTed upon fuch Diredor and Partner, as well thofe who fliall

be deceafed as thofe who ihall have furvived, and fhall be liable to be

taken by Diftrefs, as if then in the adual PolTeflion of fuch Diredor

or Partner,

9nD 5e it further enactCD, That as foon as the CommifTioners

Ihall have received a fufficient Sum in their Judgment to redeem the

Land Bank Bills, fo called, which may be outftanding, they fhall give

publick Notice thereof in all the WeeklyNews-Papers publiflied in the

Town of Boflon three Weeks fucceffively, of the Time or Times and

Place or Places in faid Town when and where they will attend to re-

deem faid Bills, which publick Notice hereby is made and declared to

be a legal Tender 4:0 all and every PofTcflbrand Pofteflbrs of faid Bills.

QUA?,

Real Eftates

fubjefted to

fatisfy the

fame.

Notice to be

given byCom
miffioners of

their redeem-
ing the Land
Bank Notes.
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CHAP. VI.

An ASi in further Addition to anA£l:,made

and pafs'd in the twenty^fecondYear of his

prefent Majefty's Reign, Intitled, ^n AEi

for drawing in the Bills of Credit of the

feveral Denominations which have at any

I'ime been ijfuedby the Government andare
filloutftanding^andfor afcertainingtheRate

ofcoinedSilver in thisProvincefor thefuture^

WHEREAS, notwiihlanding theProvJ/ion made for enforcing tbePay Preamble.

ment of the piblick Taxes into the T'reafury, tnany oftheConJiables

and Colkricrs of the Towns within this Pro'vince, have negkUed or

delayed to fay in the Sums committed to them to colleQ, and other tmforefeen

Accidents have happened, by Means whereof a larger Sum in Bills of Credit

is now otitjlanding, than there is Silver in the Treafury fufficient to redeem

cr exchange, and the Poffeffors offaid Bills will be injured, imkfs relieved by

the Government, and the Paper Currency of the Province cannot be brought

to a full Period by the Time propofed; In order therefore that the Pof-

feffors of the Bills which fiill remain outjtanding, and the Poffejfors of the

Orders given by the Committee of the General Court for Bills brought in

and burnt, may have fuflice done them ;

15c it enactcti bp tbe Lieutenant (5o»ernout, Council anD Siih en^l
i|)OUfC of iReptefentatitJeS, That the Pofleffo.s of the Bills of Ciedit led to orve £tb

of this Province, which are now outftanding, who fhall bring in the i^ Silver.

fame by the third of 7?«2f next, fhali be entitled to the immediate

Exchange of one Eighth Part thereof in Silver, at the like Rate witli

thofe which have been redeemed or exchanged akeady ; and the remain-

ing fevenEighths fhall be redeemed or exchanged withSilver at the like
J''^

^^'"^'"j

Rate, on or before the thirty firflDay of December,Ont Thoufand feven 1,^111° Tift^of

Hundred and fifty one, with theAddition of aPremium of Ow^^^r Cct/, Decemb. 1751-

andlntereft from the thirty firflDay of Marth laft,until paid, at theRate

of Six per C(?K/.perYear : And each and every of theOrders which fhaJl

have been given bdbre the thirty firft of March, One Thoufand feven

Hundred and fifty one,bytheCommittee aforeflud,fliallbe redeemed and Intferfefttobe

paid off with Silver at the fame Time, and at the like Ratc^with Intereft allowed,

as aforefaid, from the Date of faid Order, until paid.

SUD be it furtf)et enafteD, That theCommlttee appointed by the Gommitteefor

General Court, for receiving from the PofTelTors the Bills of Credit of ^^^ g^jiif"f ^,^

this Province, may and fliall continue to fit until theThird Day of June \ii\ j^^^ ,^

next, and no longer ; and whenfoever any of the faid PoflefTors fhall 1751.

bring any of the faid Bills to the Committee, fuch PoITeflbr fhall re-

ceive therefor two Orders for every Sum, each Order to be figncd by .

Three of the Committee at leaft, vi%. one for one eighth Part of the o^dfrrfor'"
principal Sum, which the Treafurer fhall caufe immediately to be dif- each Sum re<

charged and paid out of the Silver now remaining in the Treafury, or 4:eiv'd.

that may hereafter be bro't in forTaxes,and the other for feven eighths

of faid Sum, which Order fhall be accepted by the Treafurer, and fhall

be in the Form following, 17:2.

T t c JIp
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To iBe I'r^afiirer ef ihe Province of ihe Maifkchukas-Bay,
SIR,

Form of the pAY to J. B. or Bearer
Order for in Lawful Silver Money at/ix Shillings -ani ei^ht Feme per Ounce*
SevenEighths. or Spanijh mill'd Dollars at 7?^ Shillings a f'Tece; by the Thirty- firft of

December next, with a Premium of one per Cent. ' and liiwful Imereft
for faid Sum from Thirty-firft March paft, 'till paid, being for

-' •" in Bills of Credit this Province, of the old

Which
Tenor, received of the faid ^. 5. this Day of 17^1-

bereceSy SnD &C It fUttfjet enaCteU, That the Orders given as aforefald,

theCoIleftors Aialland may be received by the feveral Conftables and CoUedors for
of Taxes; all Taxes that are already due, accounting the principal Sum only,

without any Allowance for Intereft orPremium,and tlieTreafurer Hiail

receive them from, and giveDifcharge ro the laid Collector or Copft^i-

bles accordingly. And iri Cafe any of the faid Orders'fhaH remarn

outftanding alter the Warrants for the Tax for eighteen Thciifa'/idfour

Hundred Pounds, Lawful Money, conditionally engaged to be a'lTtired

in the Year one Thoufand fevenllundred and fifiy-ons laAl go forth, laid
' ' Orders fhall be received in Difcharge of faid Tax, accounting both the

principal Sum, Intereft and Premium dueon faid Orders ;
provided

the fame be paid before the thirty-firft o{ December next.

Cdtamittee to 3nD bZ It fUttf)Cr CtiaCtCD, T}iat the Committee of the General
tr^nfmit lAli3 Court fhall from Day to Day, tranfmit to the Province Treafurer, an

to the Trea"' ^^^^ ^ift of all the Orders by them given, and fuch Perfons as Ihall

furer. firft bring their Bills to be exchanged, and fhall firft take Orders there-

for, fhall be entitled to have fuch Orders firft paid off and difcharged ;

and immediately upon the Treafurer's being pofTeffed of a Sum not lefs

than Three Thotifand Pounds, Lawful Money in Silver, he fliall give pub-

Publick No- lick Notice in all the News Papers, that fo as many of the firft dated
ike to be giv- Orders as fliall amount to the Sum of Three ThoufandPounds, may then

Tr^fm" b in
^^ P^^^ °^ ^"*^ difcharged ; and the like publick Notice lliall be given

Caftu' from Time to Time, when and fo often as there Ihall be a Stock of

Three Thoufand Pounds for the- Purpofe aforefaid : And if any Orders

Ihall not be tendered within thirtyDays after fuch publickNotice given,

the Intereft and alfo the Premium which would be otherwife dueon

fuch Orders, ftiall then determine and ceafe.

BOSTON: Printed andSold by ^.'Mnttlmh and

%. i^XttXiy by Order of His Honour the Lieutenant-

Governour,Council &Houfe ofReprefentatives. 1 7 5 1 •
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Ads and Laws
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's

Province of the Majfachufetts-Bay \nNew-England : Begun and Held
at Bojlon upon Wednefday the twenty-ninth Day of May, i 7 5 i.

CHAP. I.

An A (9: to enable and impower the Inhabi-

bitants of new Plantations within this Pro-
vince enjoined and fubjecSfced by Law, or
that may hereafter be enjoined and fub-
je^bed to pay Province and County Taxes,
to affefs, levy and collect the fame.

^Jt^T HERE J S there-are fundry new Plantations within this Pro- Preambk.
f/I/ vince by Law enjoined to pay Province and County Taxes, that

f f are not impowered to choofe the proper Officers to affefs levy and
colkSl the [aid Taxes :

Ti3c it enactcD fipttjc lieutenant (^oticrnour, Council ano Freeholders

mute Of iKcprefCntatitieS, That the Freeholders of every fuch new °f "^^ ^1=^"-

Plantation be and are hereby impowred and required to aflemble towc-
"''onstohave

ther on the firll Monday of Juguji next, at the ufual Places forholdfna ^^„'|""ir
their pubhckMeetings, and being fo alTembled Ihall choofe a Modera° to chufeOffi-
tor and Clerk for faid Meeting ; which Clerk Ihall be immediately cers.

fworn truly to enter and record all fuch Votes as Ihall be pafled at faid
Meeting, by a Juilice of the Peace if any be prefent ; otherwife by the
Moderator of faid Meeting : And ihall then proceed to choofe three
Afleflbrs to make a Valuation of Eftates and Faculties of Perfons ia
fuch Plantations, agreable to Law, and to aflefs fuch Province and
County Taxes as are or fhall be fet on the Inhabitants of fuch newPlan-

y V V tation
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New Planta

tions to meet

in March an-

nually.

leftors of

Taxes.

tation, to be paid this or any former Year , as alfo a Colkctor to levy

and colled the fame, which Affeflbrs and Colleflors fliall be fworn to

the faithful Difcharge of the Duty of their refpeftive Offices before a

Jullice of the Peace for the County within which fuch new Plantation
lies, if prefent, otherwife by the Clerk for faid Meeting.

9nD be It further enaCten, That the inhabitants of the above-

inhabitants of faid Plantations, qualified as by Law is required of Voters in Town
Affairs, are hereby impowred and enjoined fometime in the Month of
March annually to affemble together (upon due Notice given by the

Colleftor Or Colleftors then in Office, purfuant to Warrant under the

Hands of the Afleflbrs or the major Part of them who fhall have been
laft chofen,/ and who are hereby impowred and required to ifTue fuch

Warrant) at fuch Time and Place as fhall be by faid AfTeffors appoint-

ed ; and fhall then and there choofe a Clerk for faid Meeting, who fhall

be fworn in Manner as is before prefcribed for the Swearing the Clerk

fiar-the firft Meeting, and three AffelTors, and one or moreColleftors to

Duty of Aflef- affefs and levy fuch Province and County Taxes on faid Inhabitants, as

fors and Col- they fhall FromTime toTime be enjoined byLaw to pay ; and faidAflelTors

and Colleftors, as well thole that fhall be chofen on the faid firflMon-

day oi /luguft, as thofe who fhall by Virtue of thisAd: be hereafter an-

nually chofen in faid new Plantations, fhall be liable to all fuch Penal-

ties (in Cafe they or any of them fhall refufe to be fworn and ferve in

faid Offices, or in Cafe of any Default therein) as the AffefTors of Pro-
vince and County Taxes tor Towns are by Law liable, or may be fub-

jeiSted to ; and faid AlTcirors are hereby impowered and required to

make our fuch Warrants (mutatis -mutandis) as AfTelTors of County
Taxes for Towns are by Law impowered to make out,and to diredl the

fame to faid CoUeftor or Colledors •, and the laid CoUedor or Col-

Icdors are hereby impowered to levy, colled and enforce the Payment
of all the aforefaid Taxes in all fuch Ways!, and by all fuch Means as

Conftables a.ad Colledors of Province and County Taxes are by Law
impowered to do of the Inhabitants of the Towns within this Province.

And the Clerk at faid annual Meeting fhall immediately on the

Eledion of faid Affcffors and Colledors, make and give out to the

CoUedor or Colledors for the then laft preceeding Year, a Liil of the

Names of thole Perfons who fliall be chofen AffefTors and Colledors at

faid Meeting for the enfuing Year, which CoUedor or Colledors fhall

forthwith thereupon fummon each of faid AfTefTors and Colledors for

the then enfuing Year, to appear at a certain Time and Place, within

the Space of feven Days from the Time of theirEledion, before ajuftice

of the Peace, if any dwell in fuch new Plantation, or otherwife before

the Clerk chofen at laid Meeting, to take the Oath {mutatis mutandis)

which AfTefTors and Colledors otpublick Taxes tor Towns are byLaw
enjoined to talce, which Oath faid Clerk in fuch Cafe is hereby im-

powered to adminifter.

And to the Intent that the Inhabitants offaid new Plantations mayhave

dueNotice and Warning given them of tbeMeeiing, which they are before in

this AB imfoioered and required to hold on the firfl Monday o/Augufl next^

and of the Ends and Purpofes thereof

:

TBC it enaCtCD, That each Clerk of the Court of General SefTions

of the Peace for the feveral Counties within this Province wherem any

Duty of the

Clerfe.

Clerk of the

Peace in the

^""T^'^""'
of the aforefaid hew Plantations lie, fhall in fome convenient Time be-

bg in A?«/' *^'"'= ^^^ ^^''^ ^'"^ Monday of Augufi next, make and caufe to be deli-

next, vered a Warrant under his Hand direded to fome principal Inhabitant

in each of faid new Plantations within their refpcdive Counties, therein
• cxprefling
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expreffing the Time, Place and Purpofes for holding faidMeetings,and

requiring iiich Inhabitants to notify all thelnhabitanrs of faid new Plan-

tation (qualified as in this Aft is provided) of faid Meeting, and the

Time, Place and Purpofes thereof, three Days at the leaft before the

Time fet in this Aft for holding the fame ; which Warrant the Inha-

bitant to whom faid Warrant fliall be direfted, is hereby enjoined and

required to execute, and make Return of under his Hand into faid

Meeting, under the Penalty offorty Shillings, to be recovered by Com-
plaint, Information or Aftion of Debt, before any of His Majefty's

Juftices of the Peace for the County wherein faid Inhabitant (making

Default in the PremiiTes fhall dwell -, ) faid forty Shillings to be for the

Ufe and Benefit of the Perfon or Perfons who fhall inform or fue for

the fame.

C H A P. II.

An ASi in Addition to an AS: made and

paiTed in the firft Year of the Reign of his

Majefty King George the firft, Intitled An
Acifor building and maintaining a Light-

Houfe upon the Great Brewfter
(
called

Beacon-Ifland) at the Entrance oftheHar^

hour o/'Bofton.

JlyHereas the Light-Houfe at the Entra?ice of the Harbour o/Bofton preamble,

yy hath been greatly damaged by Fire ; and it hath been ordered by this

Court that it f:ould be repaired ; and it being reafonable that the

Charge of Jiich Repairs fhov.ld be born by thofe who receive the immediate

Benefit thereof :

15c it t&ercfoie enaften 65 tU Lieutenant (S^otiernour,

Council ano JDoufe of meprefentatiues, That the Commiffioner ^ewDutyfov
of Impoft be and hereby is direfted by himfelf and his feveral Depu- the Light-

ties, to demand and receive of the Mafter of every Vefiel (which Houfe-.

within the Space of two Years from the Publication of this Aft fhall

Clearout from any Port within this Province, being bound to any*

Port without this Province) over and above what is already by Law
provided, the following Rates at each Time of Clearance ; viz. For
every VefTel of lefs than one Hundred Tons, two Shillings ; for every

Vefiel of above one Hundred Tons, and not exceeding two Hundred
Tons, three Shillings ; and for every Vefl^el of above two HundredTons,
four Shillings : The Tonnage to be computed according to what fuch

Veffels may Meafure in Carpenter's Tonnage, and not according to the

Regifter of fuch VeflTel : And the faid Commiffioner of Impoft fhall

once in every Quarter of the Year pay fuch Sums, as- he or his Deptrtrcs

fhall receive for the aforefaid Duties, to the Proyinee Treafurer, to- be
applied to the Ufes aforefaid.

QUA P.



I75ii ^n^io Reg»i Regis G E O R G 1 1 II. Vicefirto Quarto et Quinto.

- 414 :^lteration of Court0.

An AOl for altering the Time appointed for

holdingthe Court of General Seftions ofthe
Peace and Inferiour Court of Common
Pleas at Co^ror^ within and for the County
of Middlefex.

Preamble. \VIHEREAS the Time appointed by Law for holding the Court ofW General Sejions of the Peace and Inferiour Court of Common Pleas
at Concord, within and for the County of Middlefex, is found

to be inconvenient :

Time for TBc it tfjetEfo^e eiiactetJ ftp tbe Lieutenant (J5ot)ern£iur,
holding the Council anD l^oufe of iReprefcntatitieis, That the Time for hoid-

«r7akered°'''
^"^ "^^ ^^'^ ^owt of General Seffions of the Peace and InferiourCourt

of Common Pleas at Concord for the County oi Middlefex, fhall hence-

forth be on the, firft Tuefday of September annually ; and all Officers

and other Perfons concerned, are required to conform themfelves ac-

cordingly.

ProcefTes to
^"^ ^^ ^^ fUtt&er CUaCteD, That all Writs, Suits, Plaints, Pro-

remain good, cefles, Appeals, Reviews, Recognizances,Warrants, orother Matters or

Things whatfoever which now are, or at any Time before the faid firfl

Tuefday of5£'/>/««^«-lhall be iffued,taken or depending in the faidCoufity

oi Middlefex, which were to have been returned or proceeded on at the

Time heretofore appointed by Law tor holding the faid Courts ac

Concord,ihM be valid and ftand good to all Intents and Purpofes in the-

Law,and fhall be returned and proceeded on at the Time appointed by
/ this Ad for holding the fame.

C H A P. IV.

AnA(9: for altering theTime for holding the

Courtof General Seffions of the Peace and

the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas for

the County of Nantucket,

Preamblft. TTI? HEREAS the Time by Law appointed for holding the Court of

VV General Seffions of the Peace, and InferiourCourt ofCommon Pleas

for the County c/ Nantucket, on the lafl Tuefday of March annually, is

found on divers Accounts inconvenient :
' '

Time for n^g
jf tljetcfo^e CttacteD bj? tlje lieutenant (S^ouernour,

S'"ri!r' Council anDi5)oufe of Eeptefentatities, That the faid court of

General Seffions of the Peace, and Inferiour Court of Common Pleas

appointed to be holdep for the County of Nantucket upon the laftTuef-

day of March, fhall hereafter be holden and kept upon thefirftTuefday

of March annually.

B OSrO N: Printed and Sold by ^.BneelanD and

%, d^reen, by Order of His Honour theLieutenant-

GoVernoiir,€ouncil & HoufeofReprefentativcs, 1751,

tucket Courts

altered,
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At the Parliament begun and holden at Wejlminfler^ the

_

Tenth Bay o^November^ Anno Dom. 1747, in the

; Twenty firft Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord
- GEORGE the Second, by the Grace of God', ' of

Great Britainj- France and Ireland^ K^ing» Defender

of the Faith, ^c.

And from thence continued by-; feveral Prorogations to the SeventeenthDay

ci January, 1750, hein» the Fourth Seffion of this prefent Parliament.

An ASi for P^egulating the Gommencement
of the Year ; and for Correcting the Ca-

lender now in Ufe.

WHEREAS the legal Supputation of the Year of ourLord Preamble;

in that Pan of Great- Britain called England, according to

which theYear beginneth on theTwenty fifth Day ofMirchy .

hath beenfound byExperience to be attended with diversln-

conveniencies,not only as it differs from theUfage of neighbouringNations,
butalfo from the legalMethod of Computation in thztPart ofGreat-Britain

ca.lkdScotland,and irom the commonUfage throughout the wholeKingdora,
and thereby frequentMiftakes are occafioned in theDates ofDeeds, and other

WritingSjandDifputes arife therefrom: And whereas theCalender now in ufc

throughout all his Majefty's6n///2>bominions,commonly called, Thejulian

Caiender,hzth been difcovered to be erroneous, byMeans whereof theVcrnal
or Spring Equinox, which at the Time of the General Council of Nice, in

the Year of our Lord Three Hundred and twenty- five, happened on or
about the Twenty- firft Day of March, now happens on the Ninth orTenth
Day ot the fame Month ; and the faid Error is ftill increafing, and if not
remedied, would, in Procefs of Time, occafion the feveral Equinoxes and
Solftices to fall at very different Times in the Civil Year from what they
formerly did, which might tend to mifiead Perfons ignorant of the faid Al-
tc ration : And whereas a Method of correfting the Callender in fuch

Manner as diat the Equinoxes and Solftices may for the future fall nearly

on the fame nominal Days, on which the lame happened at the Time of

the faid General Council, hath been received and eftabliihcd, and is now ge-

•nerally pra6lifed by almoft ajl other Nations of Europe : And whereas it

X .X X will
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will be of general Convenience to Merchants, and otherPerlons corrclpond-

ino- with other Nations and Countries, and tend to prevent Miftakes and

Difputes in or concerning the Dates of Letters and Accounts, if the lil^c

Corredtion be received and cftablifhed in his Majefty's Dominions : May it

therefore pleafe your Majefty, that it may be enaded : And be it enabled by

the King's moft Excellent Mc.jejly, by and with the Advice and Confent of the

The old Sup- Lord's Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, in this prefent Parliament ajfeni-

putation ofthe bled, and by the Authority of the fame. That in and throughont all his Ma-
Year, not to jefty's Dominions and Countries in Europe, Afia, Africa and /imerica, be-

atoptf "ya ^°"o'"S °'' fubjeft to the Crown of Great-Britain, the faid Supputation, ac-

cording to which the Year of our Lord beginneth on the Twenty-fifth Day
di March, fhall not be madeUfe of from and after the laftDay q{ December,

One Thoufand feven Hundred and Fifty-one ; and that the firft Day of

"January, next following the faid lafl: Day of 'December, fhall be reckoned,

taken, deemed, and accounted, to be the firflDay of the Year of our Lord
One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty-two ; and the firftDay of January^

Y ar to com-
^'hich fhafl happen next after the faid firftDay of J^KKarjOneThoufand feven

jnence,forthe Hundred &nd ^fty-two, fhall bc reckoned, taken, deemed, and accounted,

future,' on i Co be the firft Day of the Year of our Lord One Thoufand feven Hundred
7«»- -and fifty ,three, and fo on from Time to Time, the firft Day di January, in

evtry Yeir which fhall happen in Time to come, fhall be reckoned, taken,

deerncd' arid accoiintfed, to be the fiirft Day of the Year ; and that each hew
Year fhall accordingly commence, and begin to be reckoned, from the firft

b ^numbwed ^^7 ^^ ^^^^7 ^"*^^^ Month of January, next preceeding theTwenty-fifch Day

in the"fame of March, on which fuch Year would, according to the prefentSupputation

Order.andthe have begun Or commenced : And that from and after the faid firft Day of
Moveable Jqmarj, One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty two, the feve.ral Days of

^^uined'^as
cacli Month fhall go on, and be reckoned and numlDred, in the fameOrder*.

they now'are, and,the,Feaft of Easier, and other moveable Feafts thereon dcpending,fhali

until 2 Sept. be 'afcertained according to the fame Method, as they now are, until the
»752|ncl"fi^«J fecond Day af September, in the faidYear One Thoufand feven Hundred and

follow^ to^be fifty- '^wo inclufivc; and that the natural Day next immediately following

accounted 14 the faidfecondDay oiSeptember,iha\l be calied,rcckoned,and accounted,to be-

Sep. omit- the fourtecnthDay of September, omitting for thatTime only theElevcn inter-

ting for that
ipediate nominaipays of the commohCalcndar ; and that the feveral natural

^rmedia^eTi Days, which fhall follow and fucceed next after the faid fourteenth Day of

NoffiinalDaya Sepiember, {ha;ll be refpecSlively called, reckoned and numbred forwards in

hunrierical Order from the faiid fourteenth Day of 5^/)^^w^^r,according to the

Order and Suceeffion of Days now ufed in the prefent Calendar : And that

all Afts, Deeds, Writings, Notes, and other Inftruments of what Nature or

All Writings Kind foevef, whither Ecclefiaftical or Civil, publick or private, which fhall

after 1 Jan. \^q made, executed, or figned, upon or after the laid firft Day of January, One

d''Kd accord-
Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty-two, fhall bear Date according to the

ingtotheNew f^id new Method of Supputation •, and that the Two fixed Terms of Saint

Stile. Hilary and Saint Michael, m that Part of Great-Britain called England, and

the Courts of great Seffions,' in the Counties Palatine, and in Wales, and alfo

the Courts of General Quarter Seffions, and General SefTions of the Peace,

and all other Courts of what Nature or Kind foever,whether Civil,Criminal

m^ry and or Ecclefiaftical,and all Meetings and Aflemblies, of anyBodies Politick, or
MVA«f/OT«^^^^ Corporate, either for theEledion of any Officers or Members thereof,or for

Coum' to be any fuchOfficers entering upon the Execution of their refpe£tiveOfHces,or for

held on the any Other Purpofe whatfoever,which by anyLaw,Statute,Charter,Cuftom or
fameNominal Ufage,within thisKingdom,or within any other the Dominions or Countries

Times ±cY ^"'^J^'^ °^ belongings to theCrown of Great-Britain,zre to be holden and kept

new are, after On any.fixed or certainDay of anyMonth,or on anyDay depending upon the

the faid iSep. Beginning,or any certainDay,of anyMonth (except fuchCourts as are ufually

holden or kept with any Fairs or Marts) fhall, from Time to Time, from

and after the faid fecond Day of September, be holden and kept upon or ac-

cording to the fame refpedive nominal Days and Times, whereon or accord-

ing
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ing to which the fame are now to be holden, but -which fhall be computed

according to the faid new Method of numbering and reckoning the Days Courts held

of the Calendar as aforefaid ; that is to fay. Eleven Days fooner than the ^'^ ^^'" <^

refpedive Days whereon the fame are now holden and kept: Any Law, ^^^"'«^c?P''

Statute, Charier, Cuftom or Ufage to the contrary thereof in any wife not-

withftanding.

And for the continuing and preferving the Calendar or Method of Reck-

oning and computing the Days of the Year in the fame regular Courfc, as Hundredth

near as may be, in all Times coming ; Be it further enaSied by the Authority Years, except

aforefaid. That the feveral Years of ourLord,OneThoufand cightHundred, *^"y Fourth

OneThoufand nineHundred, Two Thoufand oneHundred, TwoThoufand Kemed**
two Hundred, Two Thoufand three Hundred, or any other HundrethYears Common
of our Lord, which fnall happen inTime to come, except only everyFourth Years conM-

hundredch Year of our Lord, whereof the Year of our Lord Two thoufand *°S of 365

ihall be the Fuft, fhall not be efteemed or .taken to be BilTextilc er Leap *^''

Years, but fiiall be taken to be Common Year^s, confifting of Three hundred

and fixty five Days, and no more ; and that the Years of our Lord, Two
thoufand. Two thoufand four Hundred, Two thoufand eight Hundred, and y j.

.

every other Fourth hundred Year of our Lord, from the faid Year of our are to be ac-

Lord Two thoufand inclufive, and alfo all other Years of our Lord, which countedBiir*x«

by the prefent Supputadon are efteemed to be Biffextile or Leap Years, fhall '''"^ •'' ^^^f.,

for the future, and m allTimes to come,be eileemed and taken to be Biffex- X^^^' ^^^'
tile or Leap Years, confifhing of Three hundred and fixty fix Days, in the ofyj.

^

fame Sort and Manner as is now ufed with refpedt to every Fourth Year of

-©urLord.

And whereas according >to the Rule prefixed to the Book of Common
Prayer of the Church oi England, Eajter-day is always the Viv^ Sunday after EaJleranltYii

the Firft Full Moon which happens next after the One and twentieth Day of other Move-

March,?ix\^ if theFuU Moon happens upon sbSunday, EaJter-day is the Sunday a^I« Fe^fts,

after j which Rule was made in Conformity to the Decree of the faid Ge- fg^gd, after

neral Council of Nice, for theCelebration of the faidFeaft of Ea§fer : And the faid zSept.

whereas the Method of computing the Full Moons now ufed in the Church according to

of England, and according to which the Table to find Eaiier for ever, pre^ ''^^ '^^^^
j

fixed to the faid Book of Common Prayer, is formed, is byProcefs of Time "o^he'^Book

become confiderably erroneous : And whereas a Calendar, and alfo certain of Comnttm

Tables and Rules for the fixing the true Time of the Celebration of the faid Prayer:

Feaft of E<sftcr, and the finding the 'Times of the Full Moons on which the

fame dependeth, lb as the fame fhall agree as nearly as may be with the De-
cree of the faid General Council, and alfo with die Praftice of Foreign Counr
tries, have been prepared, and are hereunto annexed; Be it therefore further ^^}}^^^^^

tna£ied by the Authority aforefaid. That the faid Feaft of Eajier, or any of the
column^ofthft

Moveuble Feafls thereon depending, fhall, from and after the faid Second GoldenNum-
Day of September, be no longer kept or obferved in that Part of Great-Britain hers, to be left

called England,Qr\n any other the Dominions orCountries fubjeft or belong- 0"^?^"^"^"'^*'

ing to the Crown of Great-Britain, according to the faid Method of Suppu-
(j,jj g^^^

tation now ufed, or the faid Table prefixed to the faid B.ook of Common and the New
Prayer ; and that the faid Table, and alfo the Column of Golden Numbers, Calendar.Ta-

as they are now prefixed to the refpeftive Days of the Month in the faid ^^^' ^""^

,

Calendar, fhall be left out in all future Editions of the faid Book of Com- prefix'ed,inthe

mon Prayer -, and that the faid New Calendar, Tables, andRules, hereunto Roomthereof.

annexed, fhall be prefixed to all fuch future Editions of the faid Book, in TheFeafts

the Room and Stead thereof j and that from and after the faid Second Day
offiie*chu^

oi September, all and every the fixed Feaft-days, Holy-days, and Fafl-days, tobeobferved
which are now kept and obferved by the Church of England, and alfo the after the fai*

feveral folemn^^Days of Thankfgiving, and of Fafting ^and Humiliation, 2 September,

which by virtue ot any Act of Parliammt now in Being, are from Time to
the New"Cs-

Time, to be kept and obferved, fhall be kept and obferved on the refpedive icndjr.

X)ays marked tor the Celebration of the fame in the iaid New Calendar i
'

that
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that IS to fay. On the fame refpedlive Nominal Days on which the fame arc

now kept and obferved •, but which according to the Alteration by thisAdt

intended to be made, as aforefaid, will happen Eleven Days fooner than

the fame now do ; and that the faid Feaft of Eajter, and all other Evloveable

Feafts thereon depending, fhall, from Time to Time, be obferved and cele-

brated according to the faid New Calendar, Tables, and Rules, hereunto an-

nexed, in that Part of Great-Britain called E»gland,znd in all the Dominions
and Countries aforefaid, wherein the Liturgy of the Church of England now
is, or hereafter fhall be ufed •, and that the Two Moveable Terms oi Eajter

and Trinity, and all Courts of what Nature or Kind foever, and all Meetings-

and Aflemblies of any Bodies Politick or Corporate, and all Markets,Fairs,

and Marts, and Courts thereunto belonging, which by any Law, Statute,

Charter, Cuftom, or Ufage,are appointed, ufed, or accuftomed to be holden
• and kept at any Moveable Time or Times depending upon the Time of

Eafter, or any other fuch Moveable Feaft, as aforefaid, fhall, from Time to

Time, from and after the faid SecondDay oi Septetnber., beholden and kept
on fuch Days and Times whereon the fame Ihall refpeftively happen or fall,

.•^•. .
according to the happening or falling of the faid Feaft of£«i?«r,or fuch other

•

-^'

'^ ! p - . MoveableFeafts,as aforefaid, to becomputed according to the faid New Ca-

'S^and K lendar,Tables,and Rules. And be it further enaSied by theAuthority aforejaid^

fbequer in
^ That the feveralMeetings of theCourtof Seffion,andTerms fixed for theCourc

Scot/and, ind of Exchequer in Scotland,the April Meeting of theGovernor,BailifFs andCom-
Markeits,F4irp monalty of theCompany of Confervators of the great Level of the Fens,and

be'hdd^upon
the holding and keeping of all Markets, Fairs, and Marts, whether for the

the fame Na- Sale of Goods or Cattle, or for the hiring of Servants, or for any otherPur-
tural Days pofe, which are either fixed to certain Nominal Days of the Month, or de-
they fljould pending upon the Beginning, or any certain Day, of any Month, and all

holden^on. if,
Courts incident or belonging to, or ufually holden or kept with any fuch

this Aft had Fairs or Marts, fixed to fuch tartain Times as aforefaid, lliall not,from and
notbeenmade after the faid Second Day oi September, be continued upon, or accordino- to

the Nominal Days of the Monith, or the Time of the Beginning of any
Montbi to be computed according to the faid New Calendar, but that from

' and after the faid Second Day of September, the faid Courts o^ Seffion and
' Exchequer, the faid April Meeting, and all fuch Markets, Fairs, and Marts

as aforefaid, and all Courts incident or belonging thereto, fhall be holden
and kept upon, or according to the fame Natural Days, upon, or accordino-

to which the fame Ihould have been fo kept or holden, in Cafe this Aft had
not been made ; that is to fay, ElevenDays later than the fame would have
happened, according to the Nominal Days of the faid New Supputation of
Time, by which the Commencement ot each Month, and the Nominal
Days thereof, are anticipated or brought forward, by the Space of Eleven
Days ; any Thing in this Aft contained to the contrary thereof in any wife

notwithftanding.

And whereas, according to divers Cuftoms, Prefcriptions, and Ufages,in

certain Places within this Kingdom, certain Lands and Grounds are, on
particular Nominal Days and Times in the Year, to be opened forCommon
of Pafture, and other Purpofes ; and at other Times, the Owners and Oc-
cupiers of fuch Lands and Grounds have a Right to inclofe or fhut up the

fame, for their own private Ufe ; and there is, in many other Inftances, a

temporary and diftinft Property and Right vefted in different Perfons, in

and to many fuch Lands and Grounds, according to certain Nominal Days
^hfe Natural and 7 imes in theYear : And whereas the anticipating or bringing forward
Days and

j|^g ^^|j Nominal Days, and Times, by the Space of ElevenDays, according

ope^fr.gand to the faid New Method of Supputation, might be attended with many In-

jnclofing of convenJencies •, Be it therefore further declared, provided, atd enabled by the
Commons of Authority aforefaid. That nothing in this Aft contained fhall extend, or be

^^'^d'^b^thi
'^onftrucd to extend, to accelerate or anticipate the Days or Times for the

Aa. opening, inclofing, .or fhutting up any fuch Lands or Grounds as aforcf.jid.
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or the Days or Times on which any fuch temporary or diftinft Property or

Right in or to any fuch Lands or Grounfb as aforefaid is to commence ;

bufthat all fuch Lands and Grounds as aforefaid fliall, from and after the

faid Second Day of September, be, from Time to Time, refpeftively opened,

inclofed or fhut up, and fuch temporary and diftindt Property and Right in

and to fuch Lands and Grounjls as atorefaid, fhall commence and begin

upon the fame Natural Days andTimes on which the fame fhould have been

fo refpeclively opened, inclofed, or fhut up, or would have commenced or

begun, in Cafe this Adt had not been made ; that is to fay, Eleven Days

later than the fame would have happened, according to the faid New Ac-

count and Supputation of Time, fo to begin on the faid Fourteenth Day of

September, as aforefaid.

Provided alfc, and it is hereby further declared and enabled. That nothing The Natural

in this prefcnc A(5l contained fhall extend, or be conflrued to extend, to ac- Days and

ceierare or anticipate the Time of Payment of any Rent or Rents, Annuity Times of Pay-

or Annuities, or Sum or Sums of Money whatfoever, which fhall become
^nn„°ie^^""'

paytibie by Vertue or in Confequence of any Cuftom, Ufage, Leafe, Deed, Sums of Mo-
Writing, Bond, Note, Contract, or other Agreement whatfoever, now fub- ney, or Inte-

fifting, or which fhall be made, figned, fealed, or entered into, at any Time ^^^'

betore the faid Fourteenth Day of September,or which fliall become payable

by Vertue of an A& or.Ads of Parliament now in Force, or which fhall be

made before the faid Fourteenth Day of ^Jfj^'/^wzi'er, or the.Time of doing

any Matter or Thing dire6led or required by any fuch Aft or Afts of Far-

hament to be done in Relation thereto ; or to accelerate the Payment of,

or increafe the Interefl of, any fuch Sum of Money which fhall become

payable as aforefaid ; or to accelerate thcTime of theDelivery of anyGoods, or of the Deli..

Chattels, Wares, Merchandize, or other Things whatfoever ; or the Time veryofGoods.

of the CommencementjExpiration, or Determination of any Leafe orDemife

of any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, or of any other Contrad: or

Agreement whatfoever •, or of the accepting, furrendering, or delivering up ^
the PoffelTion of any fuch Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments ; or the

jj,g„f ^^ g
'
;.

Commencement, Expiration, or Determination of any Annuity or Rent ; ration ofLeaf-

or of any Grant for any Term of Years, of what Nature or Kind foever, by «s, &'c.

Virtue or in Confequence of any fuch Deed, Writing, Contraft, or Agree-

ment ; or the Time of the attaining the Age of One and twenty Years, or

any other Age requifite by any Law, Cuflom, or Ufage, Deed, Will, or
°he°A^"^of"^

Writing whatfoever, for the doing any Aft, or for any other Purpofe what- ziVeaK.'Wr.
foever, by any Perfon or Perfons now born, or who fhall be born before the not altered by

faid Fourteenth Day of September, or the Time of the Expiration or Deter- ^l^'s

mination of any Apprenticefhip, or other Service, by Virtue of any Inden-

ture, or of any Articles under Seal, or by Reafon of any fimple Contraft or

Hiring whatfoever ; but that all and every fuch Rent and Rents, Annuity

and Annuities, Sum and Sums of Money, and the Interefl thereof, fhall re-

main and continue to be due and payable ; and the Delivery of fuchGoods
and Chatties, Wares and Merchandize, fhall be made ; and the faid Leafes

and Demifes of all fuch Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, and the

faid Contrails and Agreements, fhall be deemed to commence, expire, and
determine •, and the faid Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, fhall be

accepted, furrendered, and delivered up ; and the faid Rents and Annuities,

and Grants for any Term of Years, fhall commence, ceafe, and determine,

at and upon the fame refpeftive Natural Days and Times,as the fame fhould

and ought to have been payable or made, or would have happened, in Cafe

this Aft had not been made •, and that no further or other Sum fhall be

paid or payable for the Intereft of an'y Sum of Money whatfoever, than fuch

Interefl fhall amount unto, for the true Number of Natural Days for which
the principal Sum bearing fuch Intereft fhall continue due and unpaid ;

and that no Perfon or Peribns whatfoever fliall be deemed or taken to have

Y y y attained

Aft.
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, attained the faid Age of One and twenty Years, or any other fuch Age, as

aforefaid, or to have completed the Time of any fuch Service, as aforefaid,

until the full Number of Years and Days ftiall be elapfcd on which fuch

Perfon or Perfons refpeflively would have attained fuch Age, or would

have completed the Time of fuch Service, as aforefaid, in Cafe this Adl had

not been made ; anyThing herein before contained to 'the contrajry thereof

in any wife notwithftanding. '

BOSTON : Printed and Sold by ^. l^nttUm and

%» ^Xttn, by Order of His Honour the Lieutenant

Governour, Council andHoufe ofReprefentatives. 1 75 1

.
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Ads and Laws,
Faffed by the Great and GeneralCourtorAflembly of HisMajefty'sProvince

of the MaJJachufetts-Bay \n New-England : Begun and Held at Bofton

upon Wednefday the twenty-ninth Day oiMay i'jS'^-> ^"'^ continued by
Prorogations to Friday the twcnty-feventhDay of December following.

C H A P. VI.

An ASi in addition to anA(Sl made and pafled

in the thirteenth Year of King William the

Third, intitled, An AB providing in Cafe

of Sicknefs.

^|Qt<ZBitenacteu bptfic lieutenant (Sotiernour, Council anti cioathingand

ZO IDOUfe of EeprCfentatiDeg, That when and as often as there Ihall o^er Goods

be brought into any Town within this Province,whether it lliall be
u"'^^fta'd^

fronn any other Town within the Province, or from Parts without the Pro- be liable to be
vihce, any Baggage, Cloathing or Goods of any Kind foever, and it fhali ftop'd and fe-

be made to appear by the Scleft-Men of the Town ( or major Part of cured,

them) to which fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods fhall be brought
to the Satisfaflion of any one of his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace, that

there is juft Caufe to fufpeft fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods to be
infefted with the Plague, Small-Pox, Pcftilential Fever, or other malig-

nant contagious Diftemper, it fliall and may be lawful for fuch Juftice of

the Peace, and he is hereby required in fuch Cafe by Warrant under his

Hand and Seal direfted to the Sheriff or his Deputy or any Conftable of the

Town in which fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods fhall be, requiring

him to imprefs fo many Men as faid Juftice fhall judge necefTary to fecure Manner of

fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods to be fecurcd, and faid Men to fet preceding

and poft as a Guard and Watch over theHoufe or Houfes or other Place
'^^'^^'"•

or Places where fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods fliall be lodged j

which Guard and Watch are hereby required to take effectual Care to pre-

vent fuchBaggage, Cloathing or other Goods being removed or intermedled
with by any Perfons whatever, until due Inquiry be made into the Circum-
ftancei thereof ; and in Cafe it fhall appear to the faid Juftice highly proba-
ble that fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods are infefted with the
Plague, Small Pox, Peftilential Fever,or other malignant contagiousDiftem-
per, faid Juftice is hereby impowered and direded to ilTue a Warrant under

Z z z
"

his
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his Hand and Seal direfted to the Sheriff or his Deputy or the Conftabie of
the Town where fuch Goods, Cloathing or Baggage (hall be, requirino- fald

Sheriff, Deputy or Conflable to Tcmovc faid Baggage Cloathing or other
Goods, to fome convenient Houfe or Place from whence there Ihall be the
leaft Danger of the Infedion's Spreading, or being conveyed, there to re-

main until fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods fhall be fufiiciently air-

ed, and until it fhall appear to the Satisfadtion of the Select-Men of the
Town where fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods fhall be, that they
be free from all Infeftion • and faid Sheriff, Deputy Sheriif or Conftabie in

the Execution of faid Warrant, are impowred and directed if need be, ta
break up any Houfe, Warehoufe, Shop or other Place or Places (particu-

larly mentioned in fuch Warrant) where fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other
Goods fhall be ; and in Cafe of Oppofition or Refiftance, to require fuch
Aid and AfTiftance as fhall be neceffary to cffed the Removal of fuch Baf.
gage, Cloathing or other Goods, and repel the Force and Refiftance wh.ch
fhall or may be made thereto : And all Perfons are hereby required at rhe

Commandment of either of the faidOfhcers having fuchWarrant (under the

Penalty oi forty Shillings to be recovered before the Juftice granting the

fame) to aflift faid OfHcer in the removing faid Baggage, Cloathing or other

Goods, unlefs they make an Excufe to the Satisfaftion of fuch Juitice ; and
the Charges of fecuring fuch Baggage, Cloathing and other Goods, tranf-

porting and airing the fame fliall be born and paid by the Owners thereof,

at fuch Rates and Prizes as fhall be fet and appointed by the Selecl-Men of
the Town, where fuch Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods ftiall be, and in

Cafe of Refufal, to be recovered by Suit at Law by all and everyPerfon and
Perfons concerned and employed in and about the Bufinefs of fecuring, re-

moving and airing ftid Baggage, Cloathing or other Goods.

anD be it fattfjer enaCt^D, That if Need fo require, any Juftice of the

Peace may, and is hereby impowred on Application to him made by the

Sele6t-Men of the Town in which fuch infe(51:edBaggage,Cloathing or other

Goods fhall be, to make out a Warrant to the Sheriff" of the County or his

Deputy or Conftabie of the Town where fuch Baggage,Cloathing or other

Goods fhall be, requiring faid Officer with the Advice andDireftion of the

Seleft-Men of faid Town, to imprefs and take up convenient Houfing or

Stores for the receiving, lodging and fafe keeping thereof until the fame

fhall be fufficiently aired as aforefaid.

Penalty for

not affifting

the Officer.

Charges to be
born by the

Owner of the

Goods &c.

Warrants to

be made out

to take up
convenient

Houfing.

CHAP. VIL

AnAft in further Addition to theA^i^intitled,

An ABfor Review in Civil Caufes.

wPreamble. % m 7HEREAS the Defendant in any Perfonal ASlion may by Force of the

AEl made in Addition to the A£f Intitkd An Aft for Review inCivil

Caufes, have Execution of the Judgment of the Superiour Court of

Judicature Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery given on the

'T'rial of the Appeal, fayedfix Months in fome Counties, and a Tear in others,

only by givi-ng Bond with Security approved of by that Court at the 'Time of en-

tring fuch Judgment conditioned to profecute a Writ of Review of fuch ASlion

with Effe5t at the next Superiour Court ofJudicature Court of AJfize and Gene-r

ralGoal Delivery to be holden in andfor theCounty where fuchjudgment is given,

and to anfwer and pay the original Plaintiff double Intereft for the Debt reco-

vered, and double additional Cofls in Cafe the Judgment be affirmed, although

the Efiate attach'd by Force of the original Writ is not thereby held orfubjeSied

to
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to fatisfy the Plaintiffs Demand for more than thirty Days after the Judgment

given on the Jppeal, and in all Cafes where Bail is given to the Action the Sure-

ties cannot be compelled either to fatisfy the Judgment or deliver up the Principal.

Wherefore for preventing Creditors being defrauded of their jufi Debts by

Executions being fo flayed :

15e it enacteo ftp tU JLieutenant ©otjernour, Council ann Bond to be

3]30UfC of lReptefCntatii)C0, That Execution of the Judgment ot the given for pro-

Superiour Court of Judicature Court of Aflize and General Goal DeU- fecuting Re-

very given on the Trial of the Appeal in any Suit, fhall not be ftayed, un-
E^^gcutionTs

lefs the original Defendant his Executors or Adminiftrators give Bond at ftayed in doo-

the Time of entring fuch Judgment to the Party or Parties that obtained blethe Sum

the fame, with fufficient Sureties, to be approved of by the Court, in double recovered and

the Sums recovered to review the Adtion at the next Superiour Court of °
^'

Judicature Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery to be holden in and

for that County, and to pay to the Party or Parties that obtained the Judg-
ment upon the Tryal of the Appeal the Sum fo recovered with Intereft

therefor, after the Rate of twelve per Cent, per Annum, and double the

Cofts arifing on fuch Review, if the Judgment be not thereon reverfed, in

whole or in Part, or otherwife fatisfied, and if reverfed in Part only then to

pay him or them that obtained the Judgment on the Trial of the Appeal

what remains due by Force thereof, and is not reverfed by the Judgment
of faid Court given on fuch Review or otherwife fatisfied, together with In-

tereft therefor after the Rate of fix per Cent, per Annum.
Provided always. That nothing in this A6t fhall extend to any Suit al-

Provifo»

ready commenced, wherein upon the mean Procefs Bail was given or Eftate

attached.

CHAP. VIII.

An AS: for ere£ling the Village-Parifti and

Middle-Pariihfo called intheTown ofSa/em^

into a diftin^l and feperate Diftri£t by the

Name of Danvers.

WHEREAS the 'Town of Salem is very large, and the Inhabitants of the Preamble.

Village and middle Parifloes, fo called, within the fame {many of them

at leaft)live at a greatDiflance from thatPart of the firftParifjin Salem where
the publick Affairs of the Town are tranfaSled, and alfo from the Grammar
School which is kept in thefaidfirfi Parifh ; And whereas nioft of the Inhabi-

tants of thefaid firfi Pari(h are either Merchants, Traders or Mechanicks, and
thofe of the faid Village and middle Parifloes are chiefly Hufbandmen, by'';Means
whereof many Difputes and Difficulties have arifen, and may hereafter arife in

the managing theirpublick Affairs together, and efpedaily touching the appor-

tioning of their publick Taxes :

For preventing of whirh Inconvenienciesfor the future ;

15e it enacteu bg tbc Lieutenant ©otiemour. Council, anU vniage and

J^OUfe of EeprefentatiUeS, That that Part of the faid Town of Salem Middle Pre-

which now conftitutes the Village and middle Parifhes in faid Town, '^"'*^'^'^''^''"

according to their Boundaries, and the Inhabitants thereon be erected into a
precila."'°

^

feperate and diftindt Diftrifl by the Name of Danvers ; and that faid Inha- '

,

bitants fhall do the Duties that are required and enjoined on other Towns,
and enjoy all the Powers, Priviledges and Immunities that Towns in this

province by Law enjoy, except that of feperately chufing and fending one
or more Reprefentatives, to reprefeot them at the General Affembly : In
Lieu whereof ;

050



1752. Anno Regni Regis G E O R G I I II. VIcefimo Quarto,

424 Palmer a ITOtOnflbip,

15e it further enaftCD, That the faid inhabitants of faid Parifhes fhall

J"^?^.''^"'=

"'^ from Time to Time have fuUPower and Liberty to join with the faidTown

join with the *^^ ^'^^^^^ '" "^^^ Choice of one or more Reprefentatives to reprefent them and
Inhabitants of the faid Town at the General Aflembly, and alfo of being chofen for that
SaUm in the Purpofe, as if this Adt had not been made ; and the faid Town of Salem
Choice ofRe-

^j-e required to notify faidlnhabitants of the faidMiddle,andVilJao-ePari(hes
preientacves.

^^ ^jj Meetings that fhall be called for the Choice of Reprefentatives as a-

forefaid, as by Law they have heretofore been obliged to do.

Salem to fulfil ^HD faC It IViXXW eiiaCtCD, That the faid Town of Salem and the In-
their Agree- habitants by this A£t eredled into a feperate Diftrid: fhall refpeftively be
ihent with the held to fulfil the Agreement entred into on the twenty third Day oiOSloher

SSmSa ^^^' ^" ^'^^ Manner as if the faid Inhabitants had been by this Aft ereded
' into a feperate and diftinfl; Townfhip.

Preamble.

The Plantati-

on called the

Elbows ereft-

ed into a

Dillria.

Bounds there-

of.

Rates and
Taxes here-

tofos'e order'd

10 be affefs'd

fliall be col-

lefted.

CHAP. IX.

An A6t for erecEting the Plantation called the

Elbows into a Diftriftby theNameofP^//;^^r.

WHEREAS it hath been reprefented to this Court that the Inhabitants of
the Plantation, in the County of Hampfhire, called the Elbows, labour

under Difficulties,hyReafon of their not being incorporated into aDijlriSi'

:

TBe a enaaeti ftp tf)e Lieutenant <^ooernout, Council anD
i^OUfe of EeprCfCntatiiieS, That the Plantation aforefaid be and
hereby is erefted into a Diftrid by the Name of Palmer, bounding as folr

lows ; viz. Eafterly on the Town of Weftern, Northerly, partly on the

Plantation called Cc/(i-5/rz«!^, and partly on fFare- River PrecmSt, called

Roads-Farm, Southerly and Wefterly on the Town of Brimfield ; and that

the Inhabitants thereof be and are hereby invefted with all the Powers, Pri-

viledges and Immunities that the Inhabitants of Towns within this Province

are or by Law ought to be vefted with ; faving only in the Choice of a Re-
prefentative ; which it is reprefented faid Inhabitants are not at prefent de-

firous of.

TBe it fUttbet CnaCteB, That all Rates and Taxes heretofore af-

feffed or ordered to be aflelTed, purfuant to the Laws and Orders of this

Court upon the Inhabitants of faid Elbows Plantation, fhall be levied col-

lected and fully compleated, agreable to the Laws or Orders by which they

were affelTed.

BOSTON : Printed and Sold by i). WmtUnt^ and

%. ^XZtXiy by Order of His Honour the Lieutenant

Governour, Council andHoufe ofReprefentatives, 1752.
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Ads and Laws
Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly ofHis Majefly's Pro-

vince ot the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and Held at

Concord in the County of MMefex, uponWednefday the twenty-feventh

Day oi May, 1752.

GAAP. I.

An AS: in further Addition to the ASi for

Limitation of A £lions,and for avoidingSuits

atLaw where theMatter is of longstanding.;

"TirTHEREAS in a late Law of this Province ejititled, " An Aft in ...

t/lr " Addition to and for Explanation of an Aft, entitled, An Aft
'^^^^

f f " for Limitation of Aftions, and avoiding Suits at Law where
" theMatter is-oflctfig Standing," made and faffed in the twenty-

fecond Tear of hisprefent Majefly's keign, the Time limited for commencing of

all Anions ofAccompt,and upon- the Cafe(excepting as therein is excepted) will

expire in Septemper next ; and whereas the Difficulties arifen hy theExchange

of the Medium of Trade in this Province, and the Prevalence of the Small-

Pox in Bofton, and fundry otherTowns in thisGovernment, render it ahncft-int^

practicable to have fuch Accompts and /iifions of the Cafe fettled within the

Time by faid A^ limittedfor that Purpofe :

IBe it tI)crefo?c enatteD bp tU lieutenant <Soi)Ctnour,Council Aa continued

anD 550Ufe of JReprefentatilieg, That the Time for commencing of till 5f/'-' 754-

Aftions of Accompts and of the Cafe, by faid Aft limited as aforefaid, be

and the fame is hereby extended to the firft Day of September, which will

be in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty-four ;

and no Suit hereafter to be brought in fuch Cafes Ihall be barred, if com-
menced before the Expiration of faid Term.

A a a a CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

An ASi m Addition to an Adi for the more
IpeedyExtinguifliment of Fire, and preferv-

ing Goods endangered by it.

Preamble. T TT JHEREAS in and hy an J£i made and paffed in the eighteenth Year

, V V "-f ^^" prefent Maje§ly's Reign, entitled, " An A6t for the more
" fpeedyExtinguilhmenc of Fire, and preferving Goods endan-

" gered by it." It is ena£fed that the feveral Towns within this Province

may, if they fee fit, at their anniverfary Meeting in March annually^ appoint

a fuitaUe 'Number of Perfons, not exceeding ten, whojhall he denominatedFire

PF^dsY whofe particular Buftnefs fhall be to take Care and govern at Fires,

(which from Time to Time may break out,) as in and by faid J5f, they are di-

reSed and impowered to do : And whereas by Experience the Fire Wards who
have been annually chofen by theTown of 'S>o^ovi,have been found to be of great

life and Service to the faid Town at Times of Fires ; and it is apprehended, it

would greatly ferve thefaid -Town if their Numbers were increafed

:

Town of
-jge it tt)erefoie enafteu bp tbeLieutenant ®oioernour,€ouncil

frfd wXfe ^nn J^OUfe of IRepCCfentatitl'CS, That it Ihall and may be lawful for

Twelve Fire the.'T-Own of 5o/^o», (who at prefent have Ten Fire Wards ) atanyTown
Wards. Meeting warned for that Purpofe, to eleft and appoint two more meet

Perfons as FireWards who fhall ferve in that Office, till their anniverfary

Meeting in March next •, and from thenceforward (as they fhall feeCaufe)

to chufe Twelve Perfons for thatPiirpofe annually, who fhall do the Duty
and be invefted with the like rowers and Piiviledges as Fire Wards in and
by the laid Ad are invefted withal.

BOSTON: Printed and Sold by t). l^mtUnh and

%, (t^TCCHj by Order of His Honour the Lieutenant

Governour,CouncilandHoufeofReprefentatives. 1752,
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At the Parliament begun and holden at Wefiminfier^

the Tenth Day oi November, Anno Dom. 1747, in

the Twenty firft Year of the Reign of ourSovereign

Lord GEORGE the Second, by theGrace ofGOD,
of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, De-
fender of the Faith, &'c.

And from thence continued by feveral Prorogations to theFourteenth

Day of November, 1751, being the Fifth Seflionof this prefent

Parliament.

A n AS: for avoiding and putting an End
to certainDoubts andQueftions, relating

to the Atteftation of Wills and Codi-

cils, concerning Real Eftates, in that

Part of Great Britain called England^

and in his Majefty's Colonies and Plan-

tations in America.

WHEREAS by an A£l made in the Twenty ninth Year of the Preamble re-

Reign of His late Majefty King Charles the Second, intitled, e'""g F]f"^''

An All forPrevention ofFrauds and Perjuries \ it is, amongft
'J'/car. IL

other Things, enaded. That from and after the Twenty-fourth Day
of June^ in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand fix Hundred and
feventy leven, all Devifes and Bequelfs of any Lands or Tenements
devifeable, eitiier by Force of the Statute of Wills, or by that Statute,

or by Force of the Cufto'm of Kent, or the Cuftom of any Borough, or

any other particular Cuftom, fball be in Writing, and figned by the

Party fo devifingthe fame, or by fome other Perfon in hisPrefence,and

by his exprefs Direftion ; and fhall be attefted and fubfcribed in the

Prefence of the faid Devifor, by Three or Four credible Witneffes, or
clfc they fhall be utterly Void and of none EfFe£t, which hath been
found to be a wife and good Provifion : But whereas Doubts have a-

rifenwhoaru to be deemed ieganVitnefies, within the Intent of the

faid Aa : B b b b Therefore
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Therotore ior avoiding the lame,

ce.ifee, &c. '^^ it crmften bp tfje Eing'0 moG srcciicnt ^ajgGp,bp ana
attefting, the Mil) t&c ^n^Mzz &m CoHfem of tfee LorBs ^trituar ana
Devife void, cempotai, ano Commons, in tf)i0 ptefent Parliament ac-

ted to
1™'" ffl^'^i^O' ^^^ &2 t&!^ auti)0litp ofm fame, l hat if any Perlbn

T^-ll
^ fhall atteft the Execution of any VVill or Codicil, which fliall be made

after the Twenty- fourth Day of Jupii, in the Year of our Lord One
Thoufand feven Hundred and fitty two, to whom any beneficial De-
vife, Legacy, Eftate, Intercft, Gift, or Appointment of, or afFeftino-

any Real or Perfonal Eftate, other than and exceptCharges onLands"
Tenements, or Hereditamenrs, for Payment of any Dtbt or Debts'
fhall be thereby given or made, fuch Devife, Legacy, Eftate, Intereft'
Gift, or Appointment, ftail, fo far only as concerns fuch Perfon at-

tefting the Execution of fuch Will or Codicil, or any Perfon cJaimino-
under him, be utterly null and void ; and fuch Perlonfliall be admit"
te4 as a Witnefs to the Execution of fuch Will or Codicil, within rha
Intent of the faid A& ; notwithftanding fuch Devife, Legacy, Eftate,
Intereft, Gift,' or Appointment, rnentioned in fuch Will or Codicil

Creditor at- ; SfHlS tie tt fUttt)€C ZM^tH t)g tf)C a«ti;0?it)? afO|efaiD, That
telling, admit- irj Cafe, by anyWill or Codicil already made, or hereafter to be niade,
fedaWitnefs any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, are, or ihail be ciiarged
to the 1. with any Debt or Debts

-,
and any Creditor, whofe Debt isfo charged,

hath attefted, or fliall atteft the Plxecution qF fuch Will or Cod)CJl,
every fuch Crfditor, notwithftanding fuch Charge, (hall be admitted
as a Witnefs to the Execution gf fuch Will or Codicil, within the In-
tent of the faid Ad.

Legatee wfio 3nD tt u fuitbci: cnaftcD &)? fbz ^mtoiitv_ afo^efaia. That
has been paid if any Perfon hath attefted the Execution of any Will orCodicil already
or mall refufe

j^^(}c, or Ihall atceft the Execution of any Will or Codicil which fhall

admittlTa'
^^ made on or bef re the faid Twenty- fourth Day of June, in the Year

Witnefs to <?f <?ur Lord One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty two, to whom
the Will. any Legacy or" Bequeft is or fhall be thereby given, whether charged

upoa Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, or not ; and fucbPerfon,

before he ftiall give his Teftifnony concerning the Execution of any
fuch Will or Codicil, fhall have been paid, or have accepted or re-

leafed, or fliall have refufed to accept fuch Legacy or Bequeft, upon
Tender made thereof ; fuch Perfon ftiall be admitted as a Witnefs to

the Execution of fuch Will or Codicil, within the intent of the faid

Aft, notwithftanding fuch Legacy or Bequeft.

After Tender prOtiiDCD alltJapS, aHD bC It tUUptX CnaftCD, That in Cafe of
andRefufal,

f^^^^ Tender and Refufal, as aforefaid, fuch Perfon fhall in no wife be

ihtitled to fuch Legacy or Bequeft, butfliall be for ever afferwart^s

eacy ; but af- barred therefrom ; and in Cafe of fuch Acceptance, as aforefaid, fuch
terAceptance, Perfon fhall retain to his own Ufe, the Legacy or Bequeft which ftiall

he may retain ^^^^ j^^^^ j-^ p^jj^ fatisfied, or accepted, notwithftanding fuch Will or

theWillbead- Codicil ftiall afterwards be adjudged or determined to be void, for

judged void, want of due Execution, or for any other Caufc or Dd'cA whatfoever.

ant) tie it furtj)ec enaftcD, l^hat in Cafe any fuch Legatee, as

Legatceatteft-
jjfo,.(.f^ij3^ ^j^o hath attelfcd the Execution of any WjU or Codicil

in^the"Life-"^
already made, or fliall atteft ihc E,xecution of ?,ny Will or Codicil^

time of the whichfhall be made on or before the faid Twenty-tourth Day of June,
Teftator, or in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty two,
before he has

j]^^]] [^g^g jj^^^ j^ ^^ic^ Lite-time of the Teftator, or before he fhall have

Aired'his°Le'-
ftxeivcd or releafed the Legacy or Bequeft lb given him, as aibrefaid,

gacy.admitted and before he ftiall have refufed to receive ftich Legacy or Bequeft, on

a Witnefs to Tender made thereof, fuch Legatee ftiall be deemed a kgal Witnefs
thB Will.

"
to

barred

fr om the Le
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to the Execution of fuch Will or Codk-U, within ihc I-ntcnt of the

faid A<a, notwithftanding fuch Legacy or Bequeft. err}.
PrcviM aiways. That the Credit ot every fuch Witncf^^fo attefting;^y|;'J_'^'^°|J'J^";

the Execution ot any Will or Codicil, in tiny or the Cales in this Att confidered and

before-memioned, and all Circumftances relating thereto, fliall be determined by

f^bjeft to the Confideration and Determination of the Couic, and the the Court

Jury, before whom any fuch Witnefs fhall be ocamined, or his Tefti-

mony or Atteftation madeUfeof; or of the Court of Equity, in which

the Teftimony or Atteftation of any fuch Witncft fhali be made Ufe

of-, in hke Manner, to alt Intents and Purpofes, as the Credit of

"Wlcneffes in all other Cafes ought to be confidered of,2nd determined.
^^^ Devjfee

ano De it furtfjec cnacteo la^tfje aut?30?it]? afa?eftii9, That ^!,ere theoe-

noPerfon, to whom any. beneficial Eftare, Intejeif, Gi4t, orAppoint- vife is made
'

meot, fhall be given or made, which is hereby enaited to be mill and "-'^^^
> "?^^\

void, as alorefa^d^or who ihali have refufed to receive any fuchLega- f^^,^ jo ac-

cyorBeqyeft, on Tender made, asaforcfaid, and who Iha'i have been ccptoftheLe-

examined as a Witnefs concerning the Execuuon ot fuch Will or Co- gacy ; being

dici!, ftiail, after he ihall have been fo eKamined, demand or take Pof- tjX»mined to

feffionoU or recei*'e, any Profits or Benefit of or from, any fuchEftate,
of^th^^'wlu*'"

Intereft, Gift, or Appointment, fo given or m^de to him, in or by j]iall after-'

any fuch Will or Codicil •, or demand, receive, or accept, from any wardsdemand

Perfon or Pcrfons whatibever, any fuch Legacy or Bequeft, or any °'' '*^' ^"7

SatisfaAioo or Compenfation for the fame, in any Manner or under
Compenfation

any Colour or Pretence whatfoever. for the fame.

IprotJiQED altoaps, ano bz it enacten 6^ tfje auttjoritj afo^e-

faiOj That this Ad, or any Thing herein contained, {hall not extend. Cafes particu-^

or be conllrued to extend, to the Cafe of any Heir at Law, or of any
[h^vl'd'^^'^^f

Devifee in a prior Wjli or Codicil of the fatne Teftator, executed and vvills and

acrefted according to the faid recited A<5t, or any Perfoa claiming un- Competency-

der them reipe£tivelv,who has been in quiet PoiFcfilon for the Space of ofWknefles

two Years next preceding the fixth Day of May, in the Year of our byE'Ia
Lord, One Thousand feven and fifty one, as to fuch Lands, Tene-

nients, and Hereditaments, whereof he has been in quiet Pofleffion as

aforefaid ; and alio that this A(5t, or anyThing herein contained, (hall

not extend, or be conftrued to extend, to any Will or Codicil, the

Validity or due Execution whereof hath been contefted in any SuicTn

Law or Equity commenced by the Heir of fuch Devifor, or the De-
vifee in any fuch prior Will or Codicil, for recovering the Lands,Tenc-

ments, or Hereditaments, mentioned to be devifed in any Will or Co-

dicil fo coateftfd, or any Part thereof, or for obtaining any otherjudg-

ment or Decree relative thereto, on or before the faid Sixth Day of

May in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand fe^'en Hundred and fifty

one, and which has beeri already determined in Favour of fuch Heir

at Law, or Device in fuch prior Will or Codicil, or anyPerfon claim-

ing under them refpeftively, or which is ftill depending, and has been

profecuted with due Diligence •, but the Validity of every fuch WUl
or Codicil, and the Competeijcy of the WitneiTes thereto, fhall be

adjudged and determined in the fame Manner, to all Intents and
Purpofes, as if this A.'t had never been made i any Things herein be-

fore contained tti the contrary thereof in any v/ife notwithftanding.

pcotiiQeD alata; 55 neticrtliclcfg, ano it 10 {jcieb? DwIareD, Pofreffons

that no Poflefiion ol anyHeir at Law, or Devifee in fuch priorWill or which arc not

Codicil as aforefaid, or of any Perlbn claiming under them rcfpeftive- gj'^Xhin the
ly, which is confiftent with, or may be warranted by or under, Meaning of

any Will or Codicil atteiled according to the true Intent andNCeining the preceding

of this Afi, or where the Elfate defcended or might h.ive defcended, Clauie.

to
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to fuch Heir at Law, till a future or executory Devife, by Virtue of
any Will or Codicil attefled according to this Act, Ihould or mi<^ht

take EfFeit, fhall be deemed to be a PofTeffion within the Intent and
Meaning of the Claufe herein laft before contained.

And whereas in Jome of the Britifh Colonies or Plantations inAmtx'iCiy

the/aid /l£i of the Twenty-ninth Year of the Reign oj King Charles the

Second^ has been receivedfor haw, or A£fs of Affembly haze been made,
whereby the Alteration and Subfcription of Witneffes to Devifes ofLands,
Tenements, and Hereditaments, have been required :

Therefore, to prevent and avoid Doubts which may arife in the faid

Colonies or Plantations, in Relation to thcAtteftation of fuch Devifes

of Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments
;

This Aa to
'^^ i^ enacteD tip tbe aut&oiitp afo?efaiD, That this Aa, and

extend to fnch every Claufe, Matter, and Thing therein contained, ihall extend to

of the Bn/i/^ fuch of the faid Colonies and Plantations, where the faid Adt of the
Colonies in Twenty-ninth Year of the Reign of King Charles the Second,is byAft

where theAa of AfTembly made, or by Ufage received as Law, or where by Aft of

of 19 Car. 11. Aiiembly or Ufage, the Atteftation and Subfcription of a Witnefs or
is received as Witneflcs are made neceflary to Devifes of Lands, Tenements, orHe-
aLawjWf. reditaments -, and fhall have the fame Force and EfFeft in the Con-

ftrudlion of, or for the avoiding of Doubts upon, the faid Afts of

Affembly, and Laws of the faid Colonies and Plantations, as the fame
ought to have in the Conftruftion of, or for the avoiding of Doubts
upon, the faid Aft of the Twenty-ninth Year of the Reign of King
Charles the Second in England.

Provided always. That as to Cafes arifing in any of the faidColonies
Devifes, yr. qj. Plantations in America, no fuch Devife, Legacy, or Bequeft as a-

\Marchiyx.\ ^°^^^^^^i ^^^^ ^e made null and void, by Virtue of this Aft, unlefs

tobeonlyvoid! the Will 6r Codicil whereby fuch Devite, Legacy, or Bequeft fhall be

given, fhall be made after the firft Day of March, which fliall be in

the Year of our Lord One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty three.

BOStON ; Printed andSold by ^Mnttlmh and

3r*(^rt0n,t>yOrder ofHisHonour theLieutenantGo-

vernour, CouncilandHoufeof Reprefentatives. 1752.
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AdsandLaws*
Paflcd by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Majcfty's

Province of the Majfachufttts-Bay mNew-England : Begun and Held
at Concord in the County of Middle/ex, upon Wednefday the twenty-

feventh Day of May 1752. And continued by Prorogations toWed-
ncfday the twenty-fecond Day of November following, and then met
at Cambridge.

CHAP. iir.

An AiSt for dividing theTown o^ Grotony2indL

making a Diftri(9: by the Name of Shirley,

r'HEREJS the Inhabitants of the Southwejierly Part, of the Town Preamble^

of Gvoton, by Reafon of the Difficulties they labour, under, being

remote from the Place of the publickWorfhip of GOD, have ad-

drejfed this Court to befet off a federate Diftriii, whereunto the

Inhabitants offaid Town have manifejled their Confent :

TBcittfierefoie enactcD tip t|)elLieutenant(5oi3ernour,Council souAweriy

anUl^OUfe OflReprefentatitiesI, That the Soutweftwardly Part of the VinofGroton

Town of Groton, comprehended within the following Boundaries, viz. IT^l^u ^1!'

Beginning at the Mouth or Squanacook-Rtver, where it runs into Lan- ^fame of

cajter River,from thence up faid Lancajier till it comes to Land belong- Shirley.

ing to the Townfliip of 5/oi£;,thence.Weftwardly boundingSouthwardly

to faid Stow Land, till it comes to the Southweft Corner of the Town-
fliip of Groton, thence Northwardly bounding Weftwardly to Lunen-

burgh znd Townfend to Squanac00k-River aforefaid, thence down faid Bounds there-

River, and joining thereto to the Mouth thereof being the firft Bound, °f-

be and hereby is fet off from the faid Town of Groton, and ereded into

a feparate and diftind Diftrid by the Name of Shirley : And that the

Inhabitants thereof be and hereby are vefted with all the Powers, Pri-

viledges and Immunities which the Inhabitants of any Tov/n within
^"^aled^hli

this Province do or by Law ought to enjoy -, excepting only the Privi- oiftnft.

ledge of chofing a Reprefentative to reprefent them in the Great and

General Court, in chufing of whom the Inhabitants of faidDiftrid fliall

join, with the Inhabitants of the Town of' Groton as heretofore has been

ufuai, and alfo in paying faid Reprefentative.

C c c c Provided
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W Southampton a j^tfttltf.

Provifo.

Mr. John
U^iitney im-

powred to

call the iirft

Meeting.

"Provided neverthtlefs^ The faid Difbrift Ihall pay their proporuonable
Part of all fucbTown, County^ Parifh and Province Charges asareaU
ready aflefled upon the Town of Groton in like Manner as though this
Aft had never been; made.

'

,,,
,

°

anD fie it fUttber enaftCU, ThitMr.yohnmiittuy he and hereby is

impowered to iffue his Warrant dircded to fome principal Inhabitant in
faid Diftri<5fcy requiring him to notify and warn the Inhabitants of faid
Diftrid qualified by Law to vote in Town Affairs, to meet at (uchTimc
and Place as (hall be therein fet forth, to chufc all fuch Officers as fhdl
be neccffary to manage the Affairs of faid Diftrid.

Second Pre=

cinft in Nertb-

feperate

Diftrift.

Bounds there-

of.

PrlvilegeijCsf^.

granted faid

Diftrift,

Provlfo.

Dav.hgir/ele,

Efqj inipow-

red to call

the firft Meet-

ing.

C HAP. IV.

An Aft for erefting the fecond Precinft in

theTown of Northampton into a feperate

Diftrift, by t}ie Name of Southar^pton,

Be it enaciei) fi? ^e Hieutenam €>otteTnout,Couhctl ano
IE)OUfe of laepceftntatitJCS, That the faid fecond Precinft

in iVii?r//&(j«»p/e«, bounding North on the Long-Divifipn (fo

'cklldd) of common Lands in l^d 'Northampton^ Eaftcrjy on,theCoun'try

^Road, until It comes to the' South End of the Mountain Divifion of
Gommons, then Eaft on thatDivifion until It comes to Springfield ^orth
Line, then'on Springjield Notthh,ine aforcfaid until it con:ies,totheSouth

Eaft Corner of< Northampton Bounds, and South on the Town of^^=
feldf and Weft on the Lands fome time fince Country Land, now -be-

longing to David Ingerfole,Efq\ of Sheffield's Equivalent Land,fo called,

be and hereby is erefted into a feperate and diftindt Diftrift by iheName
^of"Southampto}L;< ind that the faid Diftrift be invefted ^yith>aH -the

Powers, Priviledges and Ixnmunities that Towns in this Province by
La# do or may enjoy, that of fending a Reprefentativeto-the General

Aflembly only excepted ; and that the faid Diftrift ftiall have full W-
berty and Right fromTimc toTime tojoin with theTovyn ^fiVcr/^w/i-

jf«»in chofing a Reprefcritative to rcprefcnt them at the GeneralA^cm-=

bly, and thkttht Diftrift ftiall from Time to Time be at .their propor-

tionable Part ofthcExpenceof fuch Reprefentative,and that ^heTown
of Northampton as otien as they fliall call a Meeting for the Choice of

keprefenta'tives; fllall from Time to Time give fcafonablc Notice to the

Gierk of faid Diftrift for the Time being, of the Time and Place of
holding faid Meeting, to the End that faidDiftrift may jpin them therc=

in, and the Clerk of faid Diftrift fhall fet up in fome publick Place in

faid Diftrift a Notification thereof accordingly.

Provided neverthelefs, ZtWi bt it fUttftCt enaCtCD, That the f«d
Diftrift ftiall pay their Proportion of all Town, County and Province

Taxes, already let on or granted to be raifed by faid Town, as if

this Aft had not been made.

3ntJ be it further enaCtet, That Jo/eph Hawley,Efq^ be and here-

by is impowered to ifliie his Warrant direfted .to fome principal J,nha-

bitant in faid Diftrift, requiring him to notify and warn the Inhabi-

tants of faid Diftrift,
,
qualified by Law to vote in Town Affairs, to

meet at fach Time and Place as ihall be therein fet forth, to chufc all

fuch Officers as fhall be neccffary to manage the Affairs of faidDiftrift.

BOSTON : Printed and Sold by ^Mnttlmh and

^(15t0Cn,t)yOrderofHisHonourtheLieutenantGc-

vemour,CouncilandHoufcoFRcprefentativcs. 1752.
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Ads and Laws,
PalTed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's

Province of the Majfachufetts- Bay in New-England : Begun and Held
at Concord in the County oiMiddlefex, upon Wednefday the twenty-

feventh Day of Mrc 1752. And continued by Prorogations and
Adjournment, to Wednefday the twenty- eighth of iWarc^ following,

and then met at Bofton.

C H A P. V.

An AS: for altering the Times for holding

the Superiour Court of Judicature Court

of Affize and General Goal Delivery,

within the Counties of Plymouth^ Barn-

ftable and Eriflol.

"t W 7HEREAS the holdmg of theSuperioiirCourt of JudicatiireCourt of

\/\/ /ifftze and General Goal Delivery at Taunton, within andfor the Preamble.

f f County of Briftol, at the Time appointed by Law, being the fecond

Tuefday in May yearly, would (as the Style of the Tear is now
altered) he in many Refpe£is inconvenient : And whereas theTime for holding

the fame cannot be conveniently altered, without altering Ukewife the 'Times

for holding the faid Court in the Counties of Plymouth and Barnftable :

T5c it tf)Ctefo?e cnaftcD bp xYjZ iLieutcnant(©oi3etnour,(Eoun- Time of the

t\\ anD i^OUfC of EeprefCntatiUeg, That the Time for holding the
courtrsitting

Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of AiTize and General Goal ;„ Plymouth,

Delivery at Taunton, within and for the County of Brijiol, fhall for Banjiai/e znd

the future be the fecond Tuefday of July yearly; and that the -B^^/Coim-

Timefor holding the faid Court at Plymouth, within and for the
""*'^*'^'^-

County of Plymouth, (hall hereafter be thethitdTuefday of July yearly ;

and that the Time for holding the faid Court ziBarnJlable for the Coun-
ties of Barnfiabk and Dukes-County, fhall hereafter be the fourthTuelday

of July yearly.

D d d d ^m
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All Matters- ^tlD t)C It fUtt^Ct Cnaftell, That allWrits and otherProcefs already
depending in

iff^ied, and all Appeal s,Reviews,Recognizances and other Matters v/hat-

contihued"
focver taken, filed, continued or anyWays depending, which were to be

heard tried or proceeded on in the faidConrt at the refpeftivcTowns of

Taunton for theCounty of Briflol, Plymouth for the County of Plymouth,

Earnjlable for thcCounties of BarnJlabU A'ndDukes- County,according to the

refpeftiveTimes orDays already appointed byL.aw,fhall not fail or be dif-

continued, but be valid and ftand good to all Intents andPurpofes in the

Law,and be heard,tried and determined at the refpeftivcTimes andDays
fet and appointed by this Aft : And all Officers and other Perfons con-

cerned are required to conform thcmfelveis accordingly.

CHAP. VI.

An A£i: in Addition to the feveral A6is or

Laws for the fupprefrmg of Lotteries.

WHEREAS divers good and whokfome Laws have been made and

pafs^d by this Government for fupprejftng of Lotteries, and thereby

preventing d vain and foolifh Expence, tending to the L-npoverifh-

ment of unwary PeoDle ; which Laws are in a great Meafure rendued in-

effeiiual by the Lotteries which are frequently fet up in the neighbouring^

Governments, and by the Sale offucb Lottery Tickets to the Inhabitants of

this Province :

Penalty for ^^ if t|)etefO?e enaftctJ bg tfte Lieutenant ®ot)ernoui',Coun-

Louery Tick- "I ^"^ ^^"f^ ^^ EEptefCntatH3C0, 1 hat if any Perfon or Perfons

ets of other after the tenth Day of May next, fhall within this Province be aiding or

Gov^rnmentf. aflifting in any Lottery, by Printing, Writing, or any otherways Pub-
lilhing an Account of the Sale of fuch Lottery Ticket or Tickets, fuch

Perfon or Perfons fhall for fuch Offence forfeit a Sum not exceeding

twenty Pounds, to be recovered by Information, Plaint, Bill orAdlion at

Law, in any of His Majcfty's Courts of Record within this Province ;

the one Half thereof to His Majefty to be applied towards the Support

of this Government, and the other Half to him or them that fhall in*

form and fuc for the fame.

9nD be it further enafteQ, That if any Perfon or Perfons fliall

within this Province give, fell, or otherwife difpofe of, or fhall thereia

offer or expofe to Sale any Ticket or Tickets in any Lottery, excepting

fuch as (hall be eftablifhed by Ad of Parliament, or by Ad of this Go-
vernment, fuch Perfon or Perfons fo offending, fhall forfeit a Sum not

exceeding /<jr/y Pounds for each Ticket fo given, fold or difpofed of, or

fo expofed to Sale, to be recovered in Manner and for the Ufe aforefaid.

3nD be it fUttber enaftCD, That if any Perfon or Perfons within
buying Lotte-

jj^jg Province, fhall receive or purchafe any fuch Lottery Ticket or
y ic c s.

Yif-i^gjg^ j-y^i^ Perfon or Perfons (hall likewife forfeit a Sum not exceed-

ing /(jr/y Pounds for each Ticket fo received or purchafed by him or

them, to be likewife recovered and applied as in Manner aforefaid.

Perfon in-
Provided neverthelefs. That if fuch Receiver or Purchafer fhall in-

forming to be form againft or profecute the Perfon or Perfons who gave, fold or dif-

fretd. ' pofed of the fame,fo as that he or thsy fliall be convided of faidOffcnce,

fuch Receiver or Purchafer fhall not in that Cafe be liable to thePenalty

aforefaid, but fhall be wholly freed and exempted therefrom.

Penalty for

fellingLottery

Tickets.

Penalty for

buying Lotti

ry Tickets.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VII.

i^n A£l for ere6^ing the fecond Precinct in

theTown of Groton into a feperateDiftri£l.

B€
\X enafteo by tbc licntenant ®o\jecnour, Council anD ^Xnc'L

I^OUCC of IRcpteCcntatiUES, That the fecond Precind in madeaDiihidi

GVo/o«, bounding foutherly on the old Country Road leading to by the Name

Townfhmd^ Weftwardly on 'Townjhend Line, Northerly on the Line laft of Pepftrnll.

run by the Government of Nim-Hampjhirey as the Boundary betwixt

that Province and this, Eafterly to the middle of the River called Lan- Bounds there-

caJler-River, from where the faid Boundary Line crofTes faid River, fo on.

up the middle of the faid River to where the Bridge did ftand, called

Zm/s fin'i/g-f,. to the Road fir ft mentioned ; be and hereby is erefted

into a feperate Diftrift, by the Name of Pepperrell ; and that the faid

Diftrift be and hereby is inverted with all the Privileges, Powers and
Immunities, that Towns in this Proxince by Law do or may'enjoy, that

of fending a Reprefentative to the General AfTembly only excepted -, and PnViledges

that the Inhabitants of faid Diitri.'-> Ihall have full Power and Right fronp Refpeding a

Time to Time to join with the faid Town of Groton in the Choice of a R^P^^f-n'^-

Reprefentative or Reprefentatives,in which Choice they fhall enjoy all

the Privileges which by Law they would have been intitled to if this

Aft had not been made : And that the faid Diftrift fhall from Time to

Time pay their proportionable Part of the Expence of fuch Reprefen-

tative or Reprefentatives,3Ccording to their refpeftiveProportions of the

Province Tax •, and that the faidTown oi Groton, as often as they fliall

call a Meeting for the Choice of a Reprefentative, fhall give feafonablc

Notice to theClerk of faid Diflrici: for theTime being, of the Time and

Place of holding fuchMeeting,to theEnd that faidDiftridl may join them -

therein •, and the Clerk of faid Diftrift fhall fet up in fome publickjPlace

in faid Diftrift a Notification thereof accordingly, orotherwife give fea-

fonablc Notice, as the Diftritl fliall determine.

^cotJineD nctierttjelefg, ano be it further cnacteu, That the Theinhaw^
faid Diftrift fhall pay theirProportion of all Town,County and Province tants to pay

Taxes, already fet on or granted to be raifed by faid Town, as if this their Propor-

Aft had not been made ; and alfo be at one Halt the Charge in build-
J^j^'^/^^^f,

jng and repairing the two Bridges on Lancitjier-River aforcfaid in faid gj \nGroton.

Diftrift.

IptotiineB alfo, anu \iz it futtfjer enacteu, That no poor Per-

fon refiding in faid Diftrift, and who have been warned by the Seled:-
\^jf^f'°''^

Men of faid Groton to depart faid Town, fhall be underftood as hereby ^ ^ *"'^'

exempted from any Procefs they would have been expofed to if this A61

had not been made.

9ntJ tJC it fUCtfjCr enaCteD, That PVHUam Lawrence, Efq; be and Meedngtobe

hereby is impowered to ifTue his Warrant diredled to fome principal In- calkd.

habitant in faid Diftrid, requiring him to notjfy the Inhabitants

of faid Diftrift, tp meet at fuch Time and Place as he fhall ap-

point, to chufe all fuch Officers as by Law they arc impowered to chufe

tor conducing the Afi'airs of faid Diflrift.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VIII.

An A£t for erecting the fecond Precinct in

the Town of Leicefter into a feperate

Diftria.

AnewDiftria f^Yf^ It cnacteD tip tf)eXicutcnant®ot)Ctnour,CouncirartU
made in Lei- Mj JJ)OUfC Qf KeptefentatiDeS, That the faid fecond Precinft in

ceftr, ^^ Liecejler, bounding North on the Town of Rutland^ Eafterly

on the firft Parifh on Leicefter^ Southerly onLand called iheCcJW^ry Gore^

Bounds there- Wcflerly on the Town ot Brookfield, be and hereby is erevfted into a fe-

perate and diftind: Diftrift by the Name of Spencer ; and that the faid

Diftrift be invefled with all the Powers, Privilfges and Immunities that

Towns in this Province by.Law do or imay enjoy, that; of- fending a

Privileges. Reprefentative to the General AfTembly only, excepted \l and that the
®f- faid Diftrid lliall have full Liberty and Right from Time to Time to

join with the Town ot Leicefter in choofing a Reprefentative to repre-

fent them at the General Aflembly •, and that the Diftrift fhall from

Time to Time be at their proportionable Part of the Expence of fuch

Reprefentative. And that the Town of Liecefter as often as they fhall

call a Meeting for the Choice of Reprefentatives Ihall from Time to

Time, give feafonable Notice to the Clerk of faid Diftrift for the 1 ime
being, of the Time and Place of holding of faid Meeting, to the End
that faid Diftricft may join therein -, and the Clerk of faid Diftridt (hall

fet up in fome publick Place in faid Diftrid a Notification thereof ac-

cordingly.
T=.v« already pfotiiDct! nctimbelefiS, atiD 60 It futtljer cnactcii. That the

Teliel to be''
^^^^ Diftrid fhall pay their Proportion of all Town, County and Pro-

good, vince Taxes already fet on or granted to be raifed by faid Town, as if

this Adt had not been made.

Meeting to be 9nD be It fUttJjet CnaCtCD, That Thomas Steel, Efq; be and hereby
called. is impowered to ifibe his \yarrant, directed to fome principal Inhabi-

tant in faid Diftridt, requiring him to notify and warn the Inhabitants of
faid Diftrift, qualified by Law to vote in Town Affairs, to meet at fuch
Time and Place as fhall be therein fet forth, to choofe all fuch Officers

as fhall be necelTary to manage the Affairs of faid Diftrid.

CHAP. IX.

An A(9: for ereffing the North-weflerly Part

of the Town of Rutland into a feperate

Diftria.

^![^aB it enacteD OpW It)onour tf)C lieutenant (^otjctnour,

AnewDiftriaxO Council anB l^oufc Gf Eeptefentatiiocs, That t.he Nonh-
madc in Rut- weflerly Part of the 1 ownlhip ot Rutland, as delineate(i

land. and defcribed in a Plan prefented to the General Affcmbly in

/Ipril One Thoufand kvtn liundred and forty nine, on file in cht: Se-

cretary's Office, be and hereby is ereded into a feperate Diftrid by
the Name of Rutland-Diftri5i ; and that the faid Diftrid be and

hereby is invefted with all the Powers and Priviledges that Towns in

.;i .f^ ^i I this
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this Province by Law do or may enjoy, that of fending a Reprefenta- Prllegcs.

tive to the General Aflembly only excepted ; ahd that the Inhabitants

of faid Diftrift fhall have full Power from Time to Time to join with

the faid Town of Rutland in the Choice of a Reprefentative,or of being

chofen, in which Choice they fhall enjoy all the Privileges which by
Law they would have been entitled to if this Aft had not been made,
and fhall pay their proportionable Share or Part of the Expence of fuch
Reprefcntative : And that the faid Town of Rutland^ as often as they

call a Meeting of fuch Town for the Choice of a Reprefentative,

fhall give feafonable Notice to the Clerk of faid Diftrid for the Time
being, of the Time and Place of holding fuch Meeting, to the End that .

faidDiftrift may join with them therein,and theClerk of faidDiftrift fhall

forthwith give Direiflion to the Conflable or Conflables of faid Diflri£t

to notify as ufual in other Town Meetings ; and that fuch Meetings front

Time to Time fhall be regulated by the Selcd-Men of faid Town and
Diftriift jointly, or fuch of them as fhall be prefent and take upon them
the faid Truit. '

9nD be it fUrtljer enaCteO, That alltheAfts done by the Inha- ^?'°'"'''«
,

bitants of faid Diftrift as fuch, and by Virtue of an Order of the Gene- fheSS
ral AfTcmbly pafs'd the fourteenth Day o^ April One Thoufand feven ftria fince

Hundred and forty nine, which were otherwife according to Law, fhall April \-]
i^^).

be held good and valid to all Intents and Purpofes ; and all Officers confirmed.

then chofen and now in Office niall be efleemed proper Officer^, and in-

verted with the fame Power and Authority as if the faid Inhabitants had
been erefted into a feperate Dittriit by a Law of this Province, inftead

of faid Order.

C H A P. X.

A n hdi for erecSting the fecond Pxecin£l in

theTown of //^^/^ into a feperateDiftrdt.

/%(f2<ZB it enafteD bp Urn lientenant (^otjernoar^oaiicil anD ^^^^^^^ p,^.

•jyij J^UfC of EeprefcmatiU.e0, That the faid fecondjPrecina: in cinft in H«<//.y
^^*^ Hadky boundingWeflerly on C(?«Ktf<5;VM/-River,SoutherIy on the made aDiftriflt

NorthLineof theTown oF5/n'«^>/J,aridEafterly on theWeflerly Line of by the Name

^ePrecinft orPlantation calledCc/i-^vV;^, and Northerly on the higheft
°^SouihUadley

Part of the Mountain called Mount Holyoke,So far as that extends, and

From the Mountain Gate at the Weft-End of laid Mountain by the Bounds there-

Meadow Fence to Connenicut-R'ivtr, and from the Eafl End of faid of.

Mountain on an Eaft Line,f,rom thence loCold Spring Weft Line afore- •"

faid, be and hereby is eretfted into a feperate Diftrift by the Name of

^outl-Hadln;. arid that the faid Diftrid be and hereby is invefted with

all the Pxiviiejes, Powers and Immunities that Towns in this Province

by Law do or may enjoy, that of fending a Reprefentative to the Ge- „ . ., ,

neral AfTembiy only excepted -, and that the Inhabitants of faid Diftriil fjfpSg'a
•fhall have full Power and Right from Time to Time to join with the Reprefema-

faid Town ot Hadky in the Choice of a Reprefentative, in whichChoice tive.

ithey fhall enjoy ail the Privileges which by LaW rhey would have been

entided to, if this KQ. had not been made ; and that the faid Diftridt

Khali from Time to Time pay their proportionable Part of the Expence
.of fuch Reprefeniatrve, acccirding to thcff refpcdive Propornpn.s of the

Province Tax ; and that the flud Town of Hadky as often as they fhall

;c^U ft 'Meettng for the Choice of a Reprefentative,, fhall give feafonable

E e e c Notice
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Notice to the Clerk of faid Diftrift for the Time being, of th€ Time and
Place of holding fuch Meetiog, to the End that faid Diftrift may join

them therein ; and, the Clerk of faid Diftrid fhall fet up in fome pub-

lick Place in faid Diftridt a Notification thereof accordingly.

The inhabi- pcouiDcD neuertbelefg, anD be it fuctber enacten, That the

tarns to pay faid Dlflridl fhall pay their Proportion of allTown, County andProvince :

their Propor- Taxes already fet on or granted to be raifed by faid Town, as if this
tion of Tao.es ^r^

j^gj ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^

IT-m Ely, Provided al/o, .That the Inhabitants of faid Diftria fliall retain and

and enjoy
' enjoy the fame Right and Share in all common and undivided Land,

their Part of and in all School Lands in faid Townlhip of Hadley, if any fuch there
the Land,

bg^ as they would have had if this Ad had not been made.

dsaifoofMo-
' PcoiJiDCD alfo, anD te it further enacteD, That of all Monies

nies Set. ^ Other perfonal Eftate belonging to faid Town (if any fuch they have)

the Inhabitants of the faid DUlridt Ihall have and enjoy a Proportion

thereof, equal to the Proportion they paid of the Charges of faidTown,

according to their laft Town Tax.

p .,Tn ,K«n^ protiiDct) alfo, anH be it futtbct cnafteo. That no poor Per-

thePoor Ions refiding in faid Diftrift, and who have been warned by the Seleft-

Men of faid Hadley, to depart faid Town, fhall be underftood as hereby

exempted from any Procefs they would have been expofed to, if this

AQ. had not been made.

^ - 9nD beitfUCtbeC enaCteD,That £/^^2;fr Por/(?r,Efq; beand hereby.

caUed."^'°
^

^^ impowered to ilfue his Warrant directed to fome principal Inhabitant

in faid DifVrid, requiring him to notify the Inhabitants of faid Diftridt,

to meet at fuch Time and Place as he fhall appoint, to chufe ail fuch.

Officers as by Law they are impowred to chufe for conducing the

Affairs of faid Diftrid.

CHAP. XI.

An A(^ for annexing certain Lands within

this Province to the Counties of HatKp-

jhirejWorcefler 2C[i^Tork.
Province ^^1^ it enaSeD bj) tJjc Hieutcnaiit ©otiemouT.Council auB
Lands to be ^fjf J^QllfC Of EcptefCntatiUeS, That all the Lands within this

Smnt of
^^^ Province, not belonging to any particular County, and lyiH^

Hambjkire. Weftwatd of CiJKW(*7/a^/-River, and from faid River to the utmoft'

Weflern Bounds of the Province, be and hereby are annexed to the

.^
County of Hampjhire.

Ifli^onThr^
9nO be it fUrtber enafteD, That all the Lands within this Province

crcej cr.
a(3jQ;piipg^Q ^\^^ County of (Vorcejter, and not laid to any other County,
be and hereby are annexed to the County of Worcejter.

,

'-

TotheCoun- 3110 bC It fUttbet enafttD, That all the Lands within' this Pro-
ty of lork. vince, lying Eaftward of the Province of New-Hampjkire, be and hereby

are annejced to the County of Tork. '

\

BOSTON: Printed and Sold by ^. StneelanD and

X-(i5reen,by Order ofHisHonour theLieutenantG9f
vcrnour,Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 1 7 5 3Ai
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Ads and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Majefty's Pro-

vince of tiie Mafj'achujetts- hay in New-England : Begun and held at Eofton

in the County of Suffolk, upon Wednefday the thirtieth Day of

May, 1753-

C H A P. I.

An A&. in Addition to an A(9: Intitled JnAB
direciing how Meetings of Proprietors of
Lands lying in common may be called,

rHEREAS there are fundry 'traEfs of common and undivided Lands in Preamble.

this- Province lying within no Ta-wnjhip or Precinci, which are owned

by confidereble Numbers of Proprietors, and no effe^ual Provifton has

as yet been made by haw, either for calling Meetings of the Proprie-

tors offuch Lands, or for the raifing and colleEiingMoneys grantedfor the com-

mon Good and Service of fuch Proprietors ; whereby the Settlement and Im-

provement offuch Lands have been much obJlruSied and delayed

:

TBe it tfjcrefoje enacteu bjtbelLicutenant (^oticrnoiir,€ouncil
m«a<"^ rf

annl^OUfeOfEei)r£fentatltiCS,That wlienfoever five,(where there arc fo prfetofsMeet-
many) or the major Part ot the Owners or Proprietors of fuch common ings.

Lands (where the Number fhail be lefs) fhall judge it expedient to have a

Meering of the Proprietors thereof, and Ihall thereupon bv Writing apply

by Petition to any Julfice of the Peace for the County wherein fuch their

Lands at aforefaid lie,or to a Juftice of the Peace thro' this Province,to call

a Meeting of any fuch Proprietors as aforefaid,to be had at fuchTime andPlace

and on fuch Occafions as fhall be expreffed in fuch Petition, fuch Juilice fo

applied unco, is hereby authorized and directed to grant and iffue out his

Warrant direded to one of the Proprietors defiring fuch Meecing,or to the

Clerk ot fuch Propriety (if there be onej requiring him to notify and warn.

the other Proprietors of fuch common Lands to meet and affemble together ,

at the Time and Place appointed therefor as aforefaid ; which Notice and
Warning fhall be given by advertifing the fame, w;th the Time Place and
Occafions of Meeting, in the feveral Bofion Weekly News-Papers forty

Days ac leaft before the Day appointed for fuch Meeting ; and fuch Pro-

F f f f prietors
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powers of the prjctors may by thcmfelvcs or their lawful Attorneys at fuch Meeting ap-

torlfn their' P"'"*"
^^^^ ^ Method ior calhng their Meetings for the future as they ihail

Meetings. j'^'^g^ mo?!i convenient, which Ihall always be under the fame Regulations

as all other Proprietary Meetings are, and may chufc a Clerk and fuch

other Officers as are ufually chofen by other Proprieties, rhcn and from
Time to Time as their Occafions fhall require, and may tranfact and pafs

upon any other Matters and Affairs for the Bcnefic ol fuch Propriety,

which the Proprietors ot new Townfhips or Plantaiions granted by this

Government are by Law enabled 10 do, provided fuchMatters be mention-

ed in the Notifications for fuchMeetings ; and fuchClerk being duly fworn
as the Clerks ot other Proprieties by Law ought to be, Ihall have the like

Power with them.

ToraifeMo- 9nO feC It fUCtfjeC CliaCtCD, That fuch Proprietors at any of their

neys for the Meetings purfuant to this Ad, may by themfelves or their lawful Attor-
Ufe of the neys, grant and order any fuitable Sum or Sums ot Money to be raifed and
Propriety. levied upon their feveral Rights in fuch Lands equally and rateably ac-

cording to their refpe-ilive Incerefts and Shares therein,tor bringing ioi ward
and compleating the Settlement of fuch common Lands, and tor the Pro-

fecution or defending any Law Suits for or againfl luch Proprietors,and for

carrying on and managing any other Affairs tor the common Good ot fuch

Proprieties ; and every fuch Proprietor as fhall neglect to pay to the Gol

'

leftor or Treafurer or Committee of fuch Propriety fuch Sum or Sums of

Money as fhall from Time to Time be duly granted and voted to be ra.fed

and levied upon his Right and Share in fuch Lands for the Space ot fix

Months to thof; who live in the Province, and twelve Months to thofe who
live out of the Province, after fuch Grant and his Proportion thereof fhall

be publifhcd in the feveral publick Prints as aforefaid, then the Committee

of the Proprietors of fuch common Lands, or the major Part of fuch Com-
And to make mittee may and are hereby tuUy impowcred from Time to Time at a pub-
Sale of the

jj(,j^ Vendue to fell and convey away lb much of fuch delinquent Proprie-
3" 5 o t e

^^^^ Right or Share in faid common Lands, as will be fufficient to pay and

fatisfy his Tax or Proportion of fuch Grant, and all reafonable Charges at-

tending fuch Sale, to any Perfon that will give mofl lor the fam.e ; Notice

of fuch Sale being given in the faid Prints forty Days at leaft before Hand,

and may accordin„ly execute and give a good Deed or Deeds ot Convey-

ance of the Lands fo fold, unto thePurchafer thereof, to hold in Fee Simple.

Provided neverthelefs, that the Proprietor or Proprietors whole Right or

Share in fuch Lands fhall be fo fold, fhall have Liberty to redeem the fame

in twelve Months after faid Sale, by paying the Sum the Land fold for and

Charges, together with the further Sum o'l twehePcunds for each Hundred
Pounds produced by fuch Sale ; and fo pro rata for any lefs or greater

Sum.

Delinquents.

CHAP. II.

An AQi for ere61:ing the Townlliip of New-
Salem^ fo called, in the County of Hamp-
Jhire^ into a Diftn(9:.

conftituteda »|>>c it cnact^D t)p tfje Iteutcnatit (f^Oijernour, Council ami
Diftnft. JIR3 it)OUfeOfEcpiefCntati"Oe0, That the laid Townlliip of New-

^^'^ Salem, with the Additional Grant made to faid Townfhip, be and
•hereby is erecf ed into a Diftrift by the Name of Nctv-Sakm ; and that the
faid Diftrift be and hereby is invcftcd with all the Privileges, Powers and'

Immunities that Towns in this Province by Law do or may enjoy, that of

fending a Reprefencative to the General A.ffembly gnly excepted -, and the

Inhabitants

T^eiv-Salem

Powers there

of.
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Inhabitants of faid Diftricl fhall have full Power and Right from Time to J^^Sw

t

Time (until the further Order of this Court) to join with the Town of Sun- ^.^^^^^ ^f^

derland in the Choice of a Reprefentative ; and that the faid Diftrict fhall Reprefenta-

fromTime to Time pay their proportionable Part of the Expence of fuch "ve.

Reprefentative,according to their refpedtiveProportions oftheProvinceTax -,

and that the faid Town of Sunderland z% often as they fhall call a Meeting

for the Choice of a Reprefentative, fhall give feafonable Notice to theClerk

of faid Ditb-i£t for the Time being of the Time and Place of holding fuch

Meeting-, to the End that faid Dlltrid may join them therein : And the

Clerk otfaid Diftritt fliall fetup in fome publick Place in faid Diftrij^ a

Notification thereof accordingly.

2lnD be it fllttbSr CnaCtet!, That all the Lands in faid Diflrift be Lands to be

taxed one Penny per Acre for the Space of three Years ; and that the Mo- taxed there,

nies thereby railed fhall be employed in finifhing the Meeting Houfe,repair-

ino' Roads, and for defrcying other publick Charges in faid Diftrid.

'

^Provided neverthekfs. That nothing contained in this Aft fhall be un- Provifo.

deflood to fuperfcede the Order of this Court in April lafl, refpedting the

Province, their taking PofTefilonof all forfeited Grants after the Time li-

initted in faid Order.

. antJ be it £Urtt)er enaCtet!, T^^lEkazer Porter, Efq; be and hereby ^^=™St°be

is impowered to illue his Warrant dirccled to fome principal Inhabitant in
'^^

faid Difbrid:, requiring him to notify the Inhabitants of faid Diftricl to meet

at fuch Time and Place as he fliall appoint to chufe all fuch Officers as by

Law they are impowred to chufe for conducting the Affairs of faid

Diftrift.

CHAP. III.

An A& for ere(9:ing the North Eafterly Part

of the Town of Deerfield into a feperate

Diftria,

Affile it enactea bp tf)e HiCrUtenam @omtnour, Council ano sounds of the

Jt^ l|)OUfe0f EeptKfCntatlUEiS, That the North-Eaflerly Part of the Diftria of

^^"•^ Town of Deerfield, bounding South by the Line called the Erght Granfidd.

Thoufand Acre Line, to run from Conr.e5iiciit-Rixer Weft to theWefhEnd
of the tirft Tier of Lots, which lie Weft of the feven Mile Line, fo called,

from thence North nineteen Degrees Eaft to the North Side of the Town
Bounds, thence Eaft on the Town Line ioConneHicut-River, thence on laid

River to the firft mentioned Bounds ; be and hereby is- eretted into a fepe-

rate Diftri6t by the Name of Greenfield ; and that the faid DiftriiS be and

hereby is invefted with all thePrivilegps, Powers and Immunities thatTowns
p^^. .^^.^ .jj^j.g_

in this Province do or may enjoy, that of fending a Reprefentative to the of.

Genera! Court only excepted , and that the Inhabitants of faid Diiirid inall

have full Power and Right from Time to Time to join with thelaidTown

of Deerfield in the Choice of a Reprelentative or Reprefentatives (who may
be chofcn either in the Town or Diftriift) in which Choice they fhall enjoy To join with

all the Privileges which-by Law they would have'been intitled to, if tlVisAft Deerfidd in

had not been made ; and that the faid Diftriil fliall from Time to Time
'^'"j^fafi--'

pay their proportionable Part of the Expence of fuch Reprefentative or Re-
^'^^

prefentatives, according to their refpeCtive Proportions of the Province

Tax, and that the faid Town of Deerfield as often as they fhall call a Meet-
ing ler the Choice of a Reprefentative, fiiall giTe feafonable Notice to the

Clerk

ative-
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Cheaffide

Land.

Place of the

Meeting

Houfe.

Unimproved
Lands to be

taxed for the

Miniftry &c.

Cleric of laid Diilrict lor tiic J ime being or the i imc and Place ol holuing

fuch Meeting, to the End that laid Diftricl nnay join them therein ; and the

Clerk of faid Diftricl fhall fet up in fonne publick Place in faid Diftrift a

Notification thereof accordingly, or otherwife give feafonable Notice as the

Diftriift fhall determine.

Provided mverthelejs, ant) &e It fUrt^Ct CtiaSCD, That the faid

Diftrid fhall pay their Proportiorr of all Town,County,and ProvinceTaxes
already fet on or granted to be raifed by faid Town, as if this Adt had not
been made.

9nU tJC it fUttfjCi; enaCteD, That the Lands in a certain Interval or
Meadow called Cheap fide, which do now belong to Timothy CM^j,Jun.and
David Wells, flull pay their Taxes to faid Diflrict fo long as they are owned
by any Perfons living within faid Diftrift.

Provided dfo, anD be it furtbec enaCteD, That the firll Meeting
Houfe in faid Diflrict fhall be fet up at a Place called ihcTrap-Plain,\ihi:YZ

the Committee of the Town of Deerfield have fixed a White Oak Stake.

Provided dfo, atlQ fee It fUttftCC enaCtEtl, ThataTaxof (5»^P^«Ky

Farthing per Acre be levied upon the unimproved allotted Lands in faid

Dirtri£l fo foon as the Frame of a Meeting Houfe is ereded a: the aforefaid

Place ; and alio a further Tax of ow Penny Farthing per Acre upon faid

unimproved Lands fo foon as a Minifter is fettled within faidDiftrid,which

Taxes are to be employed for building faid Meeting Houfe and fettling and
fupporting a Minifter.

Provided nevertbekfs, attiCJ hZ it fUrtBet ettactCD, That the Non-
reudent Proprietors of Lands in faid Diftrld fhall be allowed to vote in

the Meetings of laid DiftriA with Regard to building a Meeting Houfe,
and alfo with Regard to the Salary and Settlement that fhall be given to a
Minifter.

Provided alfo, that the faid Diftricl fliall have the Improvement of one

Half of the fequeftred Lands on the North Side of Deerfield- R.ver, Until

there Ihall be another Diftridl or Parilh made out of the faid Town of

Deerfield.

Provided alfo, atlB feC it UlUHx enaCtet!, That the faid Diftrifl fhall

hereafter pay the fame proper ionable Part of all County and Province

Taxes that fhall be laid on the Town of Deerfield as there was levied on the

Polls and rateable Eftace within the Limits of laid Diftriit for the laftTax,

until this Court fhall otherwife order, or fet out their Proportions.

Provided alfo, attD bC it fUrt&et enSCteC, That no poor Perfon or

Perfons refiding in faid Diftrid, and who have been warned by the Seled-

Men of faid Deerfield to depart faid Town, fhill be underllood as hereby

exempted Irom any Procefs they would have been expos'd to if this Adl

had not been made.

9nD be it fUttbet enaCtCD, That Elijah lVilliam<, Efqv be and hereby

is impowred to ilTue his Warrant diredted to fome principal Inhabitant of

faid Diftrict to meet at fuch Time and Place as he Ihall appoint, to choofe

all fuch Officers as by Law they are impowered to chooie fof conduiting

the Affairs of laid Diftrift.

PropDrtion of

Province ani

County Tax.

Provifo about

Poor warned
to depart.

Diftria Meet-
ing to be call-

C H A P.
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CHAP. IV.

An ASi for erecting a Place called Sheepfcot^

in the County of Tork^ into a Diftri61:, by

the Name of Newcaftle.

WHEREAS it hath been reprefented to this Court that the Inhabitants of preamble
Slieepfcot aforefaid, labour under Difficulties by Reafon of their not

being incorporated into a Di^riS.

TBe it enacteo bp tbeHicutenant ®ot)ernour,Councilant)lt)oufe

of iRCprCCCntatitlCS, That the faid Place or Plantation calhd Sheepfcot, Newcajlle

with the Inhabitants thereon, be and hereby is erefted into a Diftrift by "'"'^1^'^'^ ^

the Name of Newcaftle, bounding as following, Beginning at the Narrows
called 5y6^^//c<j/ Narrows,at the upperEnd of ^ifcaffet-Bay,at\d fo extending

from the Narrows up the faid River eight Miles, from thence South-Eaft to

J)^w7ar//2-o//<^-i?mr,and to extend down faidRivereightMiles,and from thence p^^ ,

to run to Sheepfcot- River, at the Place firft mentioned ; and that the faid ^f.

Diftrift be and hereby is invefted with all the Privileges, Powers and Im-
munities that Towns in this Province by Law do or may enjoy, that of

fending a Reprefentative to the General Affembly only excepted.

anU be it fUttber CnafteO, That the Affefsment made by the Seleft- ATeffmentfor
Men chofen by the faid Inhabitants for the Year OneThoufdnd fevenllun- ,75,, con-

dred and fifty one, be confirmed, and that the Conftable or Colleftor chofen firmed.

for the fame Year by faid Inhabitants who have colleded feme Part of faid

Affefsment, be and hereby are impowered and direfted to finifh their Col-
leftion, and pay it according tn the Dirpt'linn nf rK«;.- wi-^-^^m- nr.A >u-^ .l _

Seleft-Men who fhall be chofen by faid Inhabitants for the Year OneThou-

fand feven Hundred and fifty three,be and hereby are direfted and impowred ^"g~"'''°

forthwith to affefs on the faid Inhabitants and their" Eltates.theSum fet upon

them in theProvinceTax JnnoDomm OneThoufand levenHundred and fifty

two,and that the Conftable or Conftables or Colleftors who fhall be chofen

for theYearOneThoufand feven Hundred and fifty three, be and hereby are

impowred and direffed to colled the fame, and pay it into the Province

Treafury as foon as may be.

anB be it fUttber enaacD, That Mr. James CargUl be and hereby ^^"^"Stobe

is impowred to notify and warn the Inhabitants of faid Diftnfl: qualified by

Law to vote in Town Affairs, to meet at fuch Time and Place as he fliall

appoint, to chufe all fuch OfBcers as fhall be neceffary to manage theAffairs

of faid Diftrid.

BOSTON : Printed and Sold by ^MnttUnh and %.

dBrtCn, byOrder ofHis Honour the Lieut. Governour,

Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 1753.
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An Ad.
Pafied by the Great" and General Court or AfTembly of His Majefty's

¥tov\ncQQi t\\e^ Majfachiifetts- Bay, m New England : Begun and held

at BoBon, in the County of Suffolk, upon Wednefday the thirtieth Day
of May 1753, and continued by Prorogations to W-ecincfday the fifth

Day of September following, and then met. ,

Divers Inha-

bitants fet oiT

from Salem to

Bei/erlj.

C H A P. V.

An Adi for fetting ofF the Inhabitants as alfo

^ Eftates of the Proprietors of that Part of the

I
Precin^l: ofSalem andBeverljifo called)which

is Part of Sa/em, to the Town of Beverly.

^Ip^dEit enaaeiJ bpfoc v^ouernour, Council anD fpoufe of Ec-
'/^ITi prefCntatit)C0, That all the Inhabitants with their Eftates, and
^^^ the Eftates of the Proprietors of that Part of faid Precinft which
is Part of Salem by the fame Bounds as it was heretofore fet off to make
the Precin6l of Salem and Beverly, be and hereby are (zt ofFand annexed to

the Town of Beverly, and made Part and Parcel thereof, to do Duty and
receive Privileges therein for the future with the reft of the Inhabitants of

the faid Town of Beverly.

IBZ it fUttbCC CnaftCC, That the Sum of thirteen Poundsfix Shillings Money to be

md eight Pence allowed by the Town of Salem to the aforefaid Inhabitants P^''' ^>' ^"^""

and Proprietors, agreable to the Vote of faid Town on the nineteenth Day '° •^'"*"'''>

of March laft, fhall be paid into the Treafury of the Town of Beverly, for

the Ufe and Service of faid Town.

TBe it furtt)Cr enaCtCD, That one tenth Part of the Province Tax, Part of Salem

which according to the laft Valuation was fet upon the Town of 5d/m, Tax fet to -B*.

fhall hereafter be taken off from the Town of Salem, and laid upon the
'^'"''^•

H b h h Town
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Town of Beverly : And the Treafurer of the Town of Beverly fhajl pay

into the Treafury of the Town of Salem one tenth Part likewife of the Sum
of the Province Tax fet on the Town of Salem the current Year, being the

faid Inhabitants and Proprietors Proportion of faid Tax.

Charge of 3nD be it fUCtljCr enaCtCB, That all Charges for repairing the High -

High-Ways Ways in Salem Part of faid Precinifi:, or otherwife fince the nineteenth Day
to be born by of March lafl, fhall be borne and paid by the Town of Beverly, and afTcffed
Si-ver/j.

^^ ^j^g Eftates and Inhabitants there accordingly : And the Inhahitancs of

that Part of faid Precinct fliall be exempted from paying any Taxes in the

Town of Salem for Province, County, or Town Charges, from and after

the faid nineteenth Day of March lafl.

m^^^^m^^^^^^mM^^mmmiM

BO SrO N: Printed and Sold by g), i^tttelanD and

SC.dBteCn, by Order ot the Governour, Council and

Houfeof Reprefentatives, 1753.
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Ads and Laws,
PaflTed by the Great and General Court or Afleinbly of His Majcfty's

Province of tiie Majachufetts-Bay in New- England : Begun and held ac

Boftcn in the County of Suffolk, upon the thirtieth of May 1753, and fronn

thence continued by Prorogations to Tuefday the fourth Day of Decem-

ber, 17 5 3'

C H A P. VL . ;|

An ASi to incorporate William Starkey^ and

others, by the Name of the Marine-Society,

"trj^THEREAS a conftderabh Nwnher of Perfons that are or have been
pjeambl^.

w/t/ Majters of Veffels, have for many Tears paii affociated themfelves

f f in the 'Town of Bofton, and the principal Ends of faid Society an to

improve the Knowledge of this Coafl by their feveral Members upon

their Arrivalfrom Sea communicating their Obfrrvations Inwards and Out-

wards of the Variation af the Needle ; the Soundings, Courfes and Difiancesy

and all other remarkable Things about it in Writing, to be lodged with the

Society to make the Navigation more fafe, and to relieve one another and their

Families in Poverty or other Accidents in Life, which they are more particularly

liable to ; and for this End they have raifed a confiderable common Stock, out

of which they have from Time to Time contributed largely to the aforefaidPur-

pofes ; andjinding them/elves under Difficulties and Difcouragetnents in preferv-
'

ing the Defigns of their Injlitution without an Incorporation, have by their Com-
mittee petitioned to this Court to be incorporated for the aforefaid Purpofes ;

And whereas their Intention appears laudable and deferving Encouragement :

iBc it tiiercforc enacteo bj) tfje <S5oticvnour, Council anD jjoufe ., .

.

of EeprCfentatitJCS, That WUliam Starkey, Edward Cahill, Ifaac Freeman,
Members of

Richard Humphrys, Edward Fryer, Mofes Rennet, Jonathan Clarke, John MaTineSeet/j.
Cullom, Jofeph Prince, John Graham, Abraham Remmick, James tcllingwood,

John (.hurch, Malachia Salter, John Cowley, John Jones, William Ellery, Adam
Mc Neale, Thomas Oliver, Joffma Loring, Richard Wait, Nathaniel Hewland^
Francis Wells, Efq; Abraham Hammett, Francis Ingraham, Samuel Coverly^

• William Sharrad, Roger Paffmcre, MattheytWefi, Thomas Allifon, WilliamOrney
I i J i James
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Jawfj Hedges, Jonathan Bennet, Jonathan Fulkr, Jeremiah Rogers, IVilliant

Hutchinfon, Benjamin Hallowell, Jun. Jofeph Inches, James Gould, SmonTufts,

SajnuelTufts, GilesTidmar/h, LewiiTurner, Samuel IVells, IViUiam Ward, Daniel

McCarty,JobPrince,JamesHatch,WaffeRand,CharlesGiles,?eterOliver,lViUiam

Rhcdes, David Bafchard, William Eggleflon, George Briggs, John Bradford^

John Cathcart, Chriffopher Gardner, Henry Ailken, James Clarke, Jofeph Dura-

met, Thomai Alison, James Belfon, ll'illiam Gowen, Nehemiah Roblins, Henry
Bethune, James Cloujlon, Jonathan Waldo, William Coffin, Andreiv Craife,

Samuel Gallop, Nathanael Fatten, Richard Mower, Jonathan Snelling, Philip

Lewis, William Bathaw, James Kirkwood, William Gorden, Thomas Mitchell

ThomasPotts, JohnPhillips, JohnSimpfon,}\in. AbrahamFrancis, Patrickjames

NathanaelWilliams,'ThomaiAdams,JohnGaffney,EdwardEr,ierjon,JofepbTrout,

the Members of faidSociety, be incorporated and made a Body Politick for

Marixt Society
'•^^ aforefaid Purpofes, by the Name of the Marine-Society at BoJlon'mNew-

in Bofton in- England ; and that they, their Affociates and SuccefTprs, have perpetuaj
corporated. Succeffion by faid Name, and have a Power of making By-Laws, for the

Prefervation and Advancement of /aid Body not repugnant to th? Laws of
the GovernnjerjtjWithPenalties cither of Pisfranchifement from faid Society,

or of a Muld not exceeding Twenty ShilUngs^ov without Peaaltics as it fhall

feem moft meet, and have Licence to make and appoint their common
Seal ; and he iiable to be fued, and enabled to f^ie, and make Purchafes,

and take Donations ot Real and Perfonal Eftatcs for the Purpofes aforefajd,

not exceeding the Sum of FiveHundred Pounds per Annum, and to manage
and difpofe faidEftate as fliall feeoi fit ; and faid Society fhall have aMafter,

Deputy- Mafter, Treafurer and Clerk, and other Officers they fhall think

proper.

Hegulationof ^HD fJC it furt|)et enaCten, That the faid Marine-Sodety fliall on the

eheirMeetingi ^^^•> fecond, third and fourth Tuefdays of February next, aflemble to ap-

g)int their firft Mafter, Deputy- Mafter, Treafurer and Clerk, and other

fficers they fh^U think proper, ajid their Seal, and make By-Laws ; an4
faid Officers (haiJ continue till the firft Tuefday in November ntxx,on which
Day the faid Marine- Society fiiall meet and annually afterwards on faid

Day of the Month ot November at BoHon, to chufe a Mafter, Deputv-
M^fter, Treafurer and Clerk, and other Officers they fhall think pfoper^

Matters to be and to make, alter and annul their By-Laws ; and if by Reafon of any
therein tranf= Emergency the Bufinefs of faid annual Aflembly cannot oe compleated on
afted. the ,faidDay,they rnay adjburp once to a ftiort Day to finifh it,and no more

;

and faid Society ftiall meet at faid Bojion on the firft Tuelday of every

Month foi: all other Bufineis
J

aiid when ever any of the Officers of faid

Society fhall die or be difabled or remove out of the Government, others

fhall be appointed or elefled inl;heir Room at the next Meeting : And all

Inftruments which faid Society fhall lawfully make, fhall when in theNarrje

of faid Society and purfuant to the Votes thereof, and figned and delivered

by the Mafter, Deputy- Maftcr,Treafurer andClerk, and fuch other Officers

and Perfons as the faid Society flia[I appoint, and fealed with their commoa
Seal, bind faid Society and be valid in Law ; and the Commander in (. hief

TlieGoTcr- of this Province is hereby authorized to give a Charter of Incorporation
nour impow- ynder the Province Seal to the afgrenamed Perfons and their Airociares

C H Aif.
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C H A P. VII.

An AQi in Addition to an A£t entitled An
AOi impowering Juftices of the Peace to

decide Differences not exceeding Forty

Shillings.

WHEREAS in and by an AEi made and faffed in the ninthYear of his late

Majejly King William the Third, impowering Juftices of
' the Peace to

P^^"""*'^

decide Differences not exceeding Forty Shillings ; it is among other

Things provided, that all Juftices fl^all keep fair Records of all their Proceedings

from "Time to Time ; hut no Provifton is therdn made in Cafe of a Ju§fice's

Deathfor executing a Judgment given and recorded by him, which remains ««»

fatisfied at the Time of his Deceafe :

T5e it t&evefo?e enaftea bg tfje ^otiernour, Council anu li)oufe ^ . , „

.

of EeprCfentatitieS, That where judgment is or Jhall be given by a f/l°tobe'
Juftice of the Peace in any Civil Aftion ot which by Law he had Cogni- iffued on the

zance, and a fair Record thereof made by him ; if the fame remains unfa- Judgment of

lisfied at the Time of his Deceafe, it fball and may be lawful for any ^
deceafed

Juftice pf the Peace of the fame County (upon Application made to hini
'"

by the Party who recovered the Judgment) to iffuc out a Writ of •

Scire Facias thereon, returnable to himfelf in feven Days; and upon the

Debtor's Default of Appearance, or not lliewing juft Caufe to the contrary,

the fame Juftice may award Execution of fuch Judgment, returnable to

himfelf in thirty Days, and likewife award reafonable Cofts on the Scire

Facias ;
provided that no Writ of Scire Facias Ihall be granted as aforefaid,

unlefs Application be made therefor within twelve Months after the De-

ceafe of the Juftice before whom the Judgment was recovered.

9nD tJe it furt()er enaCteO, That any Perfon who hath in his er her Perfons hav.

keeping the Records of a deceafed Juftice ('being requefted by the Party ingfuchjudg-

who hath a Judgment there entered as aforefaid, and being tendered a rea- '"^"H
'"

fonable Sum for his or her Time and Trouble; fliall without Delay deliver
J^"^i\"er an

an attefted Copy of fuch Records to the Perfon requefting the fame, which atteftedCopy.

Copy certified on Oath, fhall be received and accounted fas fufncient Evi-

dence, as if the Juftice was then living ; And if he or fhe fhall negledl it by

-the Space of three Days, he or fhe ftiall for his or her Negled forfeit the ^efj^
0°''

Sum oi Three Pounds, to the Ufe of the Party aggrieved, to be by him re- ReMal.*"^

^s^ered in an Action of Debt in any of his MajelTy's Courts of Record.

Jnd whereas in find by an ASl made arid faffed in the fecond Tear of the

. "Reign of her late Majefty ^ueen Anne, entitled An Ad relating to Execu-

tors and Adminiftrators, Provifton is made in Cafe of IFafte for awarding
'

Execution againft an Executor or Adminiftrator ef his own proper Goods or

'Eftate on a Scire Facias to be iffued out of the Clerk's Office of the fameCourt,

where Judgment has been recovered againS the Eftate pf a Teftator crlnfeftate,

- tut no Provifton hath been made in ifke Caft^ cognizable befgre a Juftice of the

Peace :

T5C it tl)er£fOr£ fUttbeC enactCU, That ir? all fuch Cafes, it Juftices of

ftial! and may be lawful for a Juftice of the Peace to ifTue out a Writ of Peace im-

Scire Facias, and awJjrd Execution thereupon in like Manner as may be
-f^J^'^f^ch

done in any Court of Record, by Verty? of the Provifjon in the Adl l^ft writs of

mentioned. Scire Facias.

C H A P.
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CHAP. VIII.

An A 61: for the more eafy recovering the

Charges that attend the Partition and Set-

tlement of Real Eftate, and to caufe the

Perfohs interefted in fuchEftates to be duly

notified before Partition be ordered.
HEREAS it fometimes happens that fame of thePerfons interefted in real

Eftate- refufe to pay their rateable Proportion of the necejfary Charge
which attends the dividing or fettling thefame :

Warrant of igg it tfietcfore eiiacteo bp t{)e(J5ot)ernour,Council anti ^oufe of

Sued on Per^- ^l^Pr^fCniatlt)eS,That when and fo often asPartition fhall be made ot any

fons refufing real Eftate by the Rules of the Common Law, and when and fo often as

to pay Lhar- any real Eftate fhall be fettled or divided, agreable to the fpecial Provifion

w

ges on the made by the Laws of this Province, in any and every fuchCafe when any

Eftate°"° °"^ ^'' "''^''^ *^^ "-'^^ Parties interefted fhall negledcr refufe to pay their juft

Proportion of the Charge which may attend fuch Divifion or Settlement,it

Ihall and may be lawful for the Court by which fuch Divifion or Settle-

ment fhall be made, to ifTue forth a Warrant of Diftirefs againll any Delin-
• quent or Delinquents interefted as aforefaid.

Provifo.' Provided, an Account of fuch Charge be firft laid before the faid Court,
and the juft Proportion of the Perfons interefted letled and allowed, they
having been duly notified to be prefent at fuch Settlement or Allowance, if

they fee Caufe,

Superiour 3nl! hZ It fUrtftCt enaftED, That when and fo often as any Petition

Courttonoti- fhall be prefer'd to the Juftices ot the Superiour Court to order Partition of
fy P"^°"5 any real Efl:ate held in common and undivided, the faid Juftices fhall no:

fweEfbtes be P^ceed to order fuch Partition until it fliall be made appear to them thac

divided. the feveral Perfons interefted in fuch Eftate, and living within thisProvince,

or the Attorneys of fuch as are abfent and have Attorneys refiding within

this Province, have been duly notified of fuch Petition, and have had Op-
portunity to make their Exception to the granting the fame.

CHAP. IX.

An Adi'm Addition to an A^ made in the

fifth Year of her lateMajefty Queen y^nne^

entitled, An A6^ for a newChoice of Town
Officers on fpecial Occafions.

•HEREAS in and by faid Aa it is provided, that in Cafe of the Non-

acceptance, Death or Removal of any Perfon chofen to Office in any

of the Towns in this Province, at their annual Meeting in March,

the faid Towns may upon due Warning given and Notice of the Occafion, chufe

any Officer or Officers te fill up fuch Vacancy, but by faid ASi no Provifion is

made refpeSfing PrecinSs, from which Inconveniencies have often happened :

Precinasto TBe it therefore cnaftcB by tlje (JJotiernour, Council anD Doufe
have Ae fame

Qf ]];^(;ptefcntatiUE0, That from and after the tenth Day of January next,
.Power in chu-

^^^ ^£^^^31 Precindts within this Province fliall have and enjoy the fame

To^wns have. Power and Privileges in the chufing any Officer or OfBcers where fucU

Vacancy happens in them, as Towns by Law are inveftecj with.

' """^ '"""
-

— "
" "

CHAP.

W^
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CHAP X.

An AS: in Addition to an A£t entitled An A(9;

againft diminifliing or counterfeiting Money.
WHERE/IS in and by an /iSl made and faffed in the twenty third 2~ear of Preamble.

his prefent Myeftys Reign, entitled, ' An A£t againft diminifliing or

counterfeiting Money," // is among other Things provided, that when

any Perfonjhall be conviiicd of any of the Offences therein mentioned at the Su-

pericur Court of Judicature, Court of Jffize and General Goal Delivery ; every

fuch Perfon ffall be fined at the Difcretion of the faid Court ; And whereas it

fometimes happens that fuch Offender is not able to pay the adjudged Fine, or fo

much as the Cojts of Frofecution

:

23e it cnactcD bp tijc ©otiernour, Council anti Jt)oufe of IRepre- ^

fCntatiye0, That when any Perfon Ihall be conviaed as aforefaid, and "^eTfor
'

thereupon lantenced by the faid Court to pay a Fine, if fuch Offender fhall counterfeiting

be unable, or fhall refufe to pay the fame, together with the Cofts of Pro- ordimimihing

fetution, the Sheriff of ths County where fuch Offender fliaJi have been fo ^y%/°^*
convifted, fliall be and hereby is impowred to difpofe of faid Offender in

cafe.""^

"*

Service to any of his Majefty's Subjeds for fuch Term as fliall be afTigned

by the Court aforefaid, not exceeding the Space of ten Years -, And the

Sheriff fliall pay the Money thereby raifed into the publick Treafury, hav-

ing firft deduiSted fo much as fliall be necefliary to pjy the Coft of Profe-

C H A P. XL

AnASi for incorporating tbePlantation called

Bedford in the County of Hampjhire into a

feperate Diftri^l: by theName of Granville.

YX) HEREAS it is reprefented to this Court, that the Inhabitants of faid

VV Plantation labour under great Difficulties and Inconveniencies by Reafon Preambk,

of their not being invefied with the Privileges of a Diftri£l : Therefore,

T3e it enacteD ftp tfje ©oiocrnour, Council anD p)oufe of Ecpre-
fCntatitiCS, That the whole of the Traft of Land in the County of

Hampjhire, called Bedford, bounding as follows, viz. Beginning at a large
g°"!J)f^//°

Heap of Stones at die South Eaft Corner of faid Trad, on the Line of the D^ia.
Colony of Connefficut, thence running North lo Degrees, Eaft 448 Perch,

to a Pine Tree marked, thence North 17 Degrees, Weft 90 Perch, thence

North 160 Perch, thence North 3 5 Degrees, Eaft 123 Perch, thenceNorth

24 Degrees, Eaft 2 1 o Perch, to a Heap of Stones ovsrMan's Brook -, thence

North 4 Degrees, Eaft 200 Perch, to a Heap of Stones with a Chefnuc

Staddle marked, thence North 11 Degrees, Weft- 164 Perch, to a large

Heap of Stones, thence North 200 Perch, to the North Eaft Corner of the

faid Trad, being two fmall Chefnut Staddles, marked with Stones about

them ; from thence Weft 22 Degrees, North 916 Perch on Wejlfield Line,

to the South Eaft Corner of Blanford, being a Birch Tree marked on the

Bank of a Brook, thence on faid Blanford Line Weft 20 Degrees, North
2240 Perch to the South Weft Corner of faid Blanford, thence the fame

Courfe 660 Perch, to a Hemlock Tree marked with Stones about it on the

Weft Branch of Farmington River, and is the North Weft Corner of faid

Trad, from thence bounding on fliid Weft Branch of Farmington River, as

the fame runs to a great Hemlock Tree at the Colony Line, being the South
Weft Corner of faid Trad, from thence on the faid Colony Line Eaft 9
Degrees, South 3220 Perch to the firft Station -, be and hereby is ereded
into a diftind and feperate Diftrid by the Name of Granville,

K k k k
~

An*
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Piivileges. And that the Inhabitants thereof be and hereby are invefted with all the

Pqwers, Privileges and Immunities that Towns in this Province by Law do

or may enjoy, that of fending a Reprefentative to reprefcnt them at this

Court only excepted.

Provlfo. Provided that nothing in this Aft ihall be underflrood or fo conftrued as

in any Manner to fuperceed or make void any Order or Orders of this

Court now in Force refpefting the Method of making AfTrirments within

faid Plantation •, but that the fame fhall remain and be as etfcdtual as if this

Adt had not been made.

Power for SinD tZ It fUltb^C enaSetl, That John Worthington, Efq-, be and here-

callingaMeet- by is impowred to ifTue his Warrant to fome principal Inhabir3nr of the
'"2'

faid Plantation, requiring him in his Majefly's Name to warn and notify

the faid Inhabitants qualified by Law to vote in Town Affairs, thsc they

meet together at fuch Time and Place in faid Plantation a? by faid Warrant

Ihall be appointed, to chufe fuch Officers as may be nccefTary to manage

the Affairs of faid Dittrid, and the faid Inhabitants being fo met, fnall be

and hereby are impowred to chufe fuch Officers accordingly.

*"

CHAP. XII.

An Adi for erecting the North Pariih in the

Town of Sunderland mto a feperateDiilri^l

by the Name of Montague.
mY%<B it enaScD bg i\yz ©otiernout, »2J:oiincil ann'iDoufe of Ke-
'1^ ptefentatitie0, "

'
' ' "Bounds of

Montague

Diflrift.

Privileges.

Provifs.

Power for cal

ling a Meet-
ing.

That the faidNorth Farilh in Sunderland, bounding

as follows i To begin at Conm5licut River twenty Rods North of

the Mouth of Slate-Stone Brook, from thence Eafl to theEaft Side of the

TownBounds,thence on the Line of the faidTown to the North EaftCorner

of theTownBounds,and from thenceNorth toMi!7/frjRiver,from thenceWeft-
erly by Millers River to the Mouth thereof where it enters into ConmEikut
River, and from thence byG?«W(?/VK^River,unto the firff mentionedBounds;

be and hereby is erefted into a feperateDiflridl by theName of Montague ; and
that the faidDiftrid be and hereby is invefted with all thePrivilegss,Powers

and Immunities chatTowns in thisProvince byLaw do or may enjoy, that of

fending aRepreientative to theGeneralAfTembly only excepted •, and that the

Inhabitants of faidDiftrid fliall have full Power andRight fromTime toTime
to join with the faidTown of Sunderland in theChoice of a Reprefentative,in

•wbichChoice theyfhall enjoy allthePrivileges which byLaw they vpould have

been entitled to, if this Ad had not been made, and that the faid Diflrid

fhall from Time to Time pay their proportionable Part of the Expence pf

fuch Reprefentative, according to their refpedive Proportions of the Pro-

vince Tax ; and that the faid Town of Sunderland as often as they fhall call

a Meeting for the Choice of a Reprefentative fliall give feafonable Notice

to the Clerk of faid Diftrid for the Time being, of the Time and Place of

holding fuch Meeting, to the End that the iaid Diftrid may join them
therein ; and the Clerk of faid Diftrid fliall fee up in fome publick Piacs

in faid Diftrid a Notification thereof accordingly.

Provided nevirthekfs, ailt! fc?- it fUttf3Ci: enaCte3,That the faid Diftrid

fhall pay their Proportion of all Town, County andProvince Tcixes aheady

fee or granted to be raifed on faid Town, as if thisAd had not been made.

9nD fie it ftJrtl)er enacteU, That EHjah WUUams, Efq-, be and hereby

is impowred to ifTue hisWarrant to fome principal Inhabitant in faidDiftrid,

requiring him to notify and warn the Inhabitants of faid Diftrid qualified

by Law to vote in Town Affiiirs to meet at fuch Time and Place as fliall

be therein fct forth,to chufe all fuch Officers as fliall be necefiliry to manage
the Affairs of faid Diftrid.

BOSTuN: Printed and Sold by S.Kneeland and T. Green, by Order of His
Excellency the Governour,Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 1754..
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\

Ads and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Court or AlTembly of His Majefty's

Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, in New-England : Begun and held

at Bojion, in the County of Suffolk, upon Wednefday the thirtieth Day
of May 1753, and continued by Prorogations to Wednefday the twenty-

feventh Day of March following, and then met.

CHAP. xiri.

An AQi for eftabliihing and confirming divers

Writs and Proceffes iffued out of the Office

of the Clerk of the Inferiour Court of Com^
man Pleas for the County of EffeXj fihce

the twenty-fourth Day of jfanuary laft, fo

far as relates to the Telle which fuchWrits

and Proceffes bear.

wHEREAS in and by an Atl paffed in the thirteenth-Tear of King Wil- Preamble,-

Ham the Third., Intilled, An Aft prefcribing Fornis of Writs in

Civil Caufes, // is among other Things provided, Th^t all Original

or Judicial Proceffes or Writs iffuing out of the Clerk's. Office of

the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas, fh.all bear Tefte of the firft Juftice

named in the Commiffion for holding fuch Court, and upon any Vacancy

by his Death or Removal, then of the Juftice next named in the faidCom-

miffion for the Time being : Jnd whereas on the twenty-fifth Bay <?/ January

17,54, upon the Refignation o/, Timothy Lindall, £/j; firfi Juftice of the In-

feriour Court of Common Pleas for the County of E&x, Henry Gibbs, Eff,
was Commijjioned to he one of the Juftices of the faid Court _ in the Room and

Stead of the faid Timothy Lindall ; notwithftanding which, divers Proceffes

a/id Writs have iffued cut of the Office cf the Clerk of the Jaid Court, dated on

'or ftnce thefaid tzrenty fifth Day of ]:ir,uzxy, tearing the Tefte of the faid

Timothy Lindall, whilft others have bourn the Tefte c/ Thomas Berry, Efq^
the next eldeft Juftice in the Ccmm'Jfion for thefaid Court, as by Law they ought

to do : Wherefore,

L 11 1 For
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For removing all Exceptions againft the Validity of fuch Proceffes and
Writs bearing theTefte of TimolhyLindall fo far as relates to the faidTefte :

15c it cnacteD ftp tbe ©oticunour, Council auD TDOufc of Ecpre-

bearing Telle
f^nfentatiUC0, That all Writs and ProctfTes whatfoever, at any Time

7im.UnMl, Jffiied trom the Office of the Clerk of the Inferiour Court of Common
Efq; in £/fj^ Pleas for the County of £//£"-¥, and dated fince the twenty-fourth Day of

ioS™ d°''"
J'^^^^^^y ^75"^' bearing the Tefte of Thiiolhy Lindnll, Efq; late firftjultice

con rme
. ^^ j-^j^ Court, Ihall be deemed, and they are hereby declared to be to all

Intents and Purpofes whatfoever as valid and effectual in Law as if faid

Writs and Proccfics had bore the Tefte of Thomas Berry, Efq; the next
Juflice in Commiffion for faid Court, as according to the true Intent and
Meaning of the aforefaid At\ of the thirteenth of King IFiUiam the third,

they fliould and ought to have done.

CHAP. XIV.

An A&i for altering the Times appointed for

holding the Superiour Court of Judicature

Court of A llize and General Goal Delivery

within and for theCounties o^EJfex^ndTorky

and alfo for altering fome of the Courts of

General Seffions of the Peace and Inferiour

Courts of Common Pleas within and for the

Counties of Plymouth^Barnftable and Tork.

'HEREAS the Times by Law appointed for holding the Superiour Court

of Judicature Court of Affize and General Goal Delivery at Ipfwich

within andfor the County of Eflex, and at York within and for the

County of York, and the holding the Courts of General Seffions of the Peace,

and the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas the third Tuefday of September,

within andjor the County of Plimouch •, and the holding the Courts of General

Seffions of the Peace and the Inferiour Courts of Common Pleas on the lafi Tuef-

dayofJune.,the third Tuefday ofO&:oher,and the thirdTuefday of Jznmry,within

and for theCounty of BarnHahh -, and the holding theCourt of GeneralSeffions of

the Peace and the Inferiour Court ofCommon Pleas within andfor the County of

York on thefrfi Tuefday of July, are found inconvenient :

Superior 15e it tijcrcfote enactcD ijp t&e (Sotiemour, Council anti it)oufc

Courtin£/<rA- Of IRepCgfentatitieS, That the Time for holding the Superiour Court of
and Tori JudicatUfcCourt of Allize andGeneralGoal Delivery zilpfwich for theCounty

tcrU
'^^ of Effea, ftall henceforth be the fecondTuefday of June annually ; and the

Time fo'r holding the faidCourt ^xl'ork for theCountyof Tbr/i fliall henceforth

be the rhirdTuefday o^June annually ; And theTime for holding theCourt

ofGencralSeffions of thePeace and thelnferiourCourt of CommonPleaswithin

and for the County o'i Plymouth, fliall henceforth be the laftTuefday o^ Sep-

tember annually -, and the Times for holding the faid Courts of General

Seffions of the Peace and the Inferiour Courts ofCommon Pleas within and

for the faid County of Barnflable, fliall henceforth be the fecond Tuefday ia

May, the third Tuefday in September, and the firft Tuefday in December an-

nually ; And the Time for holding the Court of General Seffions of the

Peace and the Inferiour Court of Common Pleas within and for the County
of

w
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ot Tork, Ihall henceforth be the fecond Tuefday of July annually ; And all

Officers and other Perfons concerned are required to conform themfelves

accordingly. Appeals &:c.

3nQ bt it further enSCtCtl, That all Appeals, Writs of Review, Re- to the Super!-

cognizances. Warrants and other Proceffes already iffued taken or depend- <" Co""'t al-

ing in the faid Counties of EJfex or 7'ork,-wWich were to have been returned
^^at lol'^E^x

or proceeded on at the Times heretofore appointed by Law for holding the and Tori to

laid Superiour Courts at Ipfwich or Tork, fliall be valid and (land good to be returned

all Intents and Purpofes in the Law, and fhall be returned and proceeded ^.'''^ ^''"''^

on at the Times appointed by this Aft for holding the faid SuperiourCourts ""^"

refpeftively.

3nD be it fUrtfjCC enaacD, That all Appeals, Writs, Recognizan-

ces, Warrants, and other ProcefTcs already iffued taken or depending in the y^ f.
,

faid County of Barnjtabk, which were to have been returned or proceeded Scc^l\rezAy

^

upon at the Time heretofore appointed by Law for holding the faid Court iil"ued for the

of General Sefiions of the Peace and Inferiour Court of Common Pleas at Inferior Court

Bariijlahlc on the laft Tuefday o^June, fliall be valid and fland good to all
ll\^'"^^{^^^_

Intents and Purpofes in the Law, and fhall be returned and proceeded on at gj on ;„ the

•the Time appointed by this Aft tor holding faid Court of General Seffions next Term,

of the Peace and Inferiour Court of Common Pleas on the third Tuefday of

September next.

9nD be it fUttber Cnaftell, That all Appeals, Writs, Recognizan- The like for

ces. Warrants and other Proceffes already ilTued, taken or depending in the *lj^
^"?^^"°''

faid County oi Tork, which were to have been returned or proceeded on at
°"''""

the Time heretofore appointed by Law for holding the faid Court of Gene-

ral Seffions of the Peace and Inferiour Court of Common Pleas at 2''ork on

thefirfl Tuefday o^ July, fliall be valid and ftand good to all Intents and
Purpofes in the Law, and (hall be returned and proceeded on at the Time
.appointed by this Aft for holding faid Court ot General Seffions of the

Peace and Inferiour Court of Common Pleas on the fecond Tuefday of July

next.

CHAP. XV.

An AQi in further Addition to the ASi for

Limitation of Aclions, and for avoiding

Suits in Law, where the Matter is of long

Standing.

rriHEREJS hy a Law of this Province, entitled An Aft in further Ad- preamble,
yy dition to the Aft tor the Limitation of Aftions and for avoiding

Suits at Law where the Matter is of long Standing, inade andpajfed

in the twenty fifth Tear cf bis prefent Majeilfs Reign, the Time limitted for
commencing all JBions of Account and upon the Cafe, excepting fuch as are

excepted in another A£f, Entitled An Aft in Addition to and for the Expla-

nation of an Aft Intitled An Aft for the Limitation of Aftions and avoid-

ing Suits at Law where the Matter is of long Standing, 7nade and pajfed in

the twenty -fecond Tear of his prefent Majeflys Reign, will expire in September
next : And whereas it is almojl impracticable to have fuch Accounts and A£li- "pj^je conti-

ons fettled within the Time now limitted by Law for that Purpofe : nued for com-

T5e ittbecefoie enaften bg tbe ©otiernout, Council anD J^oufc fencing Aai-

of IReprefentatiUeS, That the Time lor commencing of Aftions of the
cj^'f^Totg^^

Cafe, upon Notes of Hand, or upon Book Accounts, limitted by the faid of Hand and
Aft of the twenty fecond, or by faid Aft made in the twenty-fifth Year of Book Ac-

his prefent Majeily's Reign, fhall be and is hereby extended to the laftDay """».

of
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of March, which will be in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand fevea
Hundred and fifty fix ; and no Suit hereafter to be brought in fuch Cafps
fhali be barred, if commenced before the Expiration of faid Term.

Jfid that this Law may be more generally known, T6C it fUtt})Cr CiiaftCD
That the Clerk of every Town and Diffrict within this Province (hall read
or caufe the fame to be read in their refpediveTowns and Diftricls, at their
Anniverfary Meetings in March and May annually ; And the Juftices of
the feveral Courts of Common Pleas within the refpedive Counties, fhall

caufe the fame to be publickly read at the opening of their Courts from

ofthTpeacr
Time to Time after the Publication of this Ad, and until the lalt Day of
March One Thoufand feven Elundred and fifty fix.

This Aa to]

be read in

Town Meet-
ings.

And

make called

Lincoln.

Bounds of

iaid Town.

CHAP. XVI.

An A61 for erecting a new Town v/ithin the

County of Middlefex by theName oiLincoln.

Preamble. T7|T HEREAS the Inhabitants of the Eajlerly Part of Concord, the South-

VV weHerlyPartofLtxingion, and the Northerly Part ^/ Wefton,

have addrejfed this Court, fetting forth the many Difficulties they now labour

under, which might be effeSiually retnedied if they vjere confiituted a Townfhip :

A new Town 150 It t^ctefoie eiiaftcB t)j[) tJjc ©ouccnour, (JEouncil anD J^oufe

of iReprefentatil[)C0, That the Eafterly Part of the faid Town of Con-

cord, theSouthwefterlyPart of the faid Town o^ Lexington, and theNortherly

Part of the faid Town of /F£i2(7«, as hereafter fet forth and defcribed, be

and hereby are fee off, conftituted and eredted into a feperate and diftindl

Townfhip by the Name of Lincoln : The Bounds of the faid Townfhip

to be as follows, viz. To begin at Concord-River where the Line goes over

faid River between Concord and Sudbury, and runs down faid River to a

Brook that runs out of Well-Meadow (fo called), from thence to the South-

eafterly Side of IValden-Pond (fo called), from thence to theNorthwefterly

Corner of a Lot of Land lately belonging to Daniel Brooks on the South

Side of the Country Road, then running Eafterly with the Country Road,

(one Half whereof to belong to and be maintained by each Town) until ic

conies to Jofhua Brooks's Tann-Houfe, and from the Northweft Corner of

faid Tann-Houfe to the Northweft Corner of John Wheat's Land adjoining

to BenJaminWheeler's'Lznd,nnd thence by faidWheeler'sh^nd to BedfordL'me,

and hyBedfordLine toCoiicord Corner,adjoining toLexington,znA from thence

inkftrait Line to a little Bridge in the Country Road a little Wefterly of

'I'homasNelfon'sH.o\ik,t\\tvict to theTopof a littleHill Eaftward oi Nehemiah

.

Abbot's Houfe, thence to Waltham Northweft Corner including Elifba

Cutler's Land, from thence on Waltham Line to the Southweft Corner of

John Bemis's Land, thence running South to the South Eaft Corner of

Benjamin Brown's Land, thence turning and running Wefterly by faid

Brown's Land to a Stake and Heap of Stones, being the North Weft Cor-

ner of Bradyl Smith's Land, thence to a Rock in the Squadron Line a little

Northweft of the School- Ploufe, thence to the Corner of the Wall on the

North Side of Concord Road (fo called) being upon the Divifion Line be-

tween Theophilus Mansfield and Jofiah Parks, thence running South upon

the Divifion Line between faid Af(3«yft'/i and faid P^;/.? to the Squadron

Line, thence in the -fame Courfe to the Divifion Line betv/scn Naihanael

Allen and Ephraim Parks, thence Wefterly by the Divifion Line between

faid Allen and faid Parks till it cotnes to a Town Way, thence Wefterly in

a ftrait Line a-crofs a Corner of fidd Parks's Land to a Heap of Stpnes,

being a Corner between faid Allen and faid Parks, thence Wefterly be-

tween faid /^//^« and the faid P-^r^;, till it comes to Abbot's Mczdbvr,

thence
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tKence in the fame Courfe to Sudbury Line, and by faid Line to the

Place firft mentioned : And that the Inhabitants of the faid Land as before

bounded and defcribed, be and hereby are vefted and endowed with the

Powers, Priviledges and Immunities that the Inhabitants of any of the

Towns within this Province are or ought by Law to be vefted or endowed

with.

Provided that the Inhabitants of the faid Town of Lincoln fhall pay their Lincoln Inha-

Proportion ("agreable to what the Inhabitants taken off by the faid Town of bitants to pay

Lincoln trom the Town of Concord paid in the laft Tax) of the Charges that 'l^"''
^/°l°'^'

may iiereafter arife in building or repairing of a Bridge or Bridges over the g°"^(. *'^"

crreat River in the Town of Concord and the faid Town of Lincoln ; and

alfo their Proportion of the Charges of maintaining any poor Perfon or

Perfons that are now out of the Town of Concord, but by Reafon of their

former Refidence there, may become a Charge to the faid Town of

Concord.

Provided alfo, ailO fie it fUrtfiCr CnaCteD, That the faid feveral InhabI- Provifo.

tants taken from the Towns of Concord, Lexington and Wefion by this Aft,

Ihall pay their Proportion of all Town, County, Precinft and Province

Taxes already afTelTed on faid Towns or Precinfts, as if this A6t had not

been made.

9nll fie it fUtt!)er enaCteS, That Janm Mlnot, Efq-, be and hereby is

direded and impowered to iffue his Warrant to fome principal Inhabitant P°wer for

in faid Town of Lincoln, requiring him to notify and warn the Inhabitants Meering.

of the faid Town of Lincoln, qualified by Law to vote in Town Affairs, to

meet at fuchTime and Place as fhall therein be fet forth, to chufe all fuch

Officers as Towns chufe in the Month of March annually, and faid Offi-

cers fhall be enjoined to take the Oaths now lequired by Law to be taken by-

Town Officers.

CHAP. XVil.

An A6i: for dividing the Town of Concord 2C[idi

making a Diftri^t of the Northerly Part

thereof by the Name of Carlifle.

rrrHEREAS thelnhabitants of theNortherlyPart of the Town ^/Concord by
'^

Reafon of their being remote from the Place of the publick Worfhip of

GOD, have petitioned this Court to be Jet off a feperate DifiriSi :

ISt it cnactctj fij? tfje ^Soticunour, Council anD I^oufe of IRepre- Bounds of

fCntatitiEg, That the Northerly Part of the Town of Concord within the Carli/e

following Bounds, viz. Beginning at Concord River at the Mouth ofRalph's Diftnft,

Brook (lb called) and running Wefterly to a white Oak Tree on or by the

High-Way on the fiafterly Side of Hunt's Hill,otherwile called Gravel-Hill^

thence ftillWefterly to aHeap of Stones by theWall in the High-way about

four Rods Northerly of Daniel Coles Barn, and fo extending on a ftrcighc

Line to a Way a little Wefterly of Richard Temple's Houfe, and then run-

ning Northerly by faid Way which leads toward A^on Line till ic comes to

Benjamin Temple's Land, thence running to /]5}on Line (fo as to take into

the new Diftrift the faid Benjamin Temp'e's Land) and from thence bounded
on A5ion and Billerica until it comes to Concord River, taking in Blood's

Farm fo called, and then on Concord River to where the Line firfl began j

Be and hereby is fet off from the faid Town of Concord^ and erefted into a

feperate and diftindt Diftrifl by the Name of Carlifle : And that the In-

habitants thereof do the Duties that are required, and be invefted with all

the Powers, Priviledgcs and Immunities which the Inhabitants of anyTown
M m m m within
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within this 'Province do or by Law Ought to enjoy ; "exceptino- only the
Privilege of chufing a Reprefentacive to reprcfenc them in the°Grcac and
GeneraT Court, in chufing of whom the Inhabitants of faid Diftrid /hall

join with the Inhabitants of the Town of Concord as they have heretofore
done,and alfo in paying faid'Reprefentative ; And that theTown of Concord
as often as they fhaii call a Meeting for the Choice of a Reprefentaiivcfhall
give feafonable Notice to the Clerk of 'faid Diftridt for the Time being of
the Time and Place of faid Meeting, to the End that the faid Difcridl: may-
join them therein : And the Clerk of faid Diftri^fl Ihall fee up in fome pub-
lick Place in faid Diftridl a Notification thereof accordingly : Provided
lieverthelefs the faid Dillrift fhall pay their proportionable Part of all fuch
Town, County, Parifh and Province Charges as are already affcffed in like

CarUjIe Inha-^
^^""^""^^ thOugh this A 61 had never been made.

bitant8 to pay 3fltl fee It fUrtf)Cr enaCtCD, that the inhabitants of the faid Diftrid
their Propor- fliall from Time to Time for ever hereafter pay their proportionable

£63*1M e
P'^rt df iheChargc of, keeping in good Repair the great North- Bridge (fo

"^'called) over dncord-River ; And :hat Jams Minol, Efq; is hereby im-
pdtvered to iflue his Warrant direfted to fome principal Inhabitant in faid

l!)lftri£l:, requiring him to warn the Inhabitants of faid Diftrid qualified

Power for '^y ^^^ ^^ ^°^^ '" Town Affairs, to meet at fuch Time and Place as fball

calling the be therein fet forth, to chufe all fuch Officers as fliall be riecellary to ma-
iirft Meeting, nage the Affairs of faid Diftri6t.

C H A P. XVIIII.
*

An AQ: for incorporatingthe Plantation called

Siuabin in the County of ^tJampfhire into a

Town by the Name of Greenwich,

T7\7 HEREAS it is reprefented to this Court that the Inhahitants of thePlan-

V V t^iion called Qnab'm in the County of Hampfh'ne^Mour under great

Difficulties andlnconveniencies h-jReafon of their not being invejled with
Priviledge* of a 'Town :

A new Town Cf)crefoie tt it'CnacteD bp tbc (^otiecnour, Council ano-J^oufe
made called Of lRep'Cefcntati\3e0, That the whole of that Tradi: of Land in the County
Grteffwich. q\ Hampjhire called ^abin, bounded as follows, Z'/z.Eaftwardly on LamFs-

"Town, Southerly on i^tf^ii's Land, Wefterly partly on Equivalent Lancl,

Bounds of and partly on Salem Town, Northerly partly on Salem Town and partly on
faid Town. White's Town ; be and hereby is ereded into a diftind and fepcrate Town

by the Name of Greenwich ; And that the Inhabitants thereof be and hereby

are invefted with all the Powers, Privileges and Immunities that ToWns in

this Province by Law do or may enjoy.

Provifo rela- Provided that nothing in this Adl fliall be underflood or fo conftrued "as

tingtoAffefs- in any Manner to fuperfede or make void any Order or Orders of this
jnents. Court now in Force refpecSting the Method of making Affefsments within

faid Plantation, but that the Tame ftiall remain and be as effectual as if this

Aft had not been made.

Sntl be it fUtttjer Cnaaeri, That7^^« Worthington, Efq; be and

ir" h fi ft
^^""^^y ^5 impowred to ifllie his Warrant to fome principaririhabitarit of the

Meeting.^
"^

faid Plantation, requiring him in his Majefty's Nanie to warn and notify

the faid Inhabitants qualified to vote in Town Affairs, that they meet to-

gether at fuch Time and Place in faid Plantation as by faid Warrant fhall

be appointed, to chufe fuch Officers as may be necefflry to manage the

Affairs of faid Town ; and the Inhabitants being fo tnet, ffiall be and
hereby are impowred to chufe fuch Offfcers accordingly ; And the faid

JohnlVorthington, Efq-, is hereby appointed Moderator of faid Meeting to

order and regulate the fame.

CHAP.

Preamble.
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CHAP. XIX.

An A(9: for ere6ling a Town in the County

of JVorcefler at a Plantation called Niche-

woag^ by the Name of Ptterfham,

WHEREAS the Plantation commonly called Nechewoag in the County of Preamble.

Worcefter, is compkatly filled with Inhabitants, Hvho have built and

fimjhed a convenient Meeting- Honje Joy the publick IVorJInp of COD, and have

fettled a learned Prateftant Minifter amongjl them, and have addrejfed thisCourt

to be ereifed into a jeperate and di§iinSl Townflnp, to hold and enjoy ^fual

Powers and Privileges with the other Towns in th-e Provinc£ :

is>z it enacteo bg tbc (^otsecnoiic, Council auD i^oaCe of IReprc-

fCntatitJEiS, That the Plantatioa of Mchewoag in the Ctaunty of a new Town
IForcefier, as the fame is hereafter bounded and defcribed, be and hereby called Peter-

ia fee oft" and conftituted a feperate and diftinft Townfhip by the Name cA-fl"""-

Peterfimm : The Bounds of faid Townfhip being as follows, wz.Beginning
at a Heap of Scones on Rutland Diftrift Northweft Line, and running fix Bounds of

Miles from the Northerly Corner thereof; from thence running North fa'd Town,

thirty four Degrees Weft by the Needle One Thou^fand rigfct H«mdjed asd
twenty four Perch to a Beach Tree with Stones -, from thence runningWeft

thirty five Degrees South Two Thoufand one Hundred and twenty eight

Perch to the Weft Angle, from thence running South thirty fix Degrees
.;

Eaft One Thoufand fix Hundred and fifty Perch to a Heap of Stones the
'*'

Wdfterly Corner of faid Rutland ©iftmii: s and froEi ichence ©n ^isiatd

Diilri6l Northvi'efl Line to where it began : And that the Inhabitants there-

of be and hereby are veiled and endowed with equal Powers, Priviledges

and Immunities that the Inhabitants of any other Towns within this Pro-

vince are or ought by Law to be vefted or endowed with.

9nD be it furtbeC enaCteO, That fuch of the Grantees as have not
Delinquent

fully complied with the Conditions of Settlement be and hereby arefubjeft- Proprietors to

ed each one to pay a fixtieth Part of all Rates and Taxes that fliall hereafter pay 6othPart

be laid on the Inhabitants of faid Town as well as for the Support of the of all Rates,

Minitlry among them, and other Town Charges, until they have complied

with the Conditions of Settlement.

CHAP. XX.

An ASi to enable the Juftices of the Court of

General Seffions of the Peace at their feve-

rai Seffions in theCounty of Dukes-County^

more effectually to regulate and keep up a

conftant Ferry from Dukes-County to Fal-

mouth in the County of Earnflable,

JT7HEREAS there is Provi/ton already made by Law for the Juftices in their preamble.

yV garter Seffions throughout this Province to Licence Perfons to keep Fer-

ries, andftate the Fairs or Prices of each Ferry both for Man and Beafly

and to take Bond of each Ferry-man fcfc. but no Provifion Js made by Law to

enabltthe Juffices in their Seffions to lay a Tax on any County for the upholding

and



i754- 'y^nno Regnl Regis G E O R G I I II. Vicefimo Seprirm.

460 jTerrp tn Dukes-Count
J.

and maintaining of Ferries, either by buiidinjiBcatsJVbarves,Way!iyc.where no
particular Per/on or Perfons will te at the Coft thereof ; By Means whereofthe

faid County of Dukes-County is wholly deflitute of a Ferry from faid County

{which is an Ifland) to the Main Land, whereby many Inconveniencies daily

happen to thofe that have Occafion to go to and from faid County :

IBe it tfterefoje enacteo bg tbe^obetnoutCouncIl anD Doufc of
Qsarrtr Seffi-

iReprCfentatttieS, That the Juftlces of the Court of General Scffions of

CflL/jto affefs
^^^ Peace at any of their Seffions hereafter to be held in and for faidCounty

the Inhabi- of Dukes-County, are hereby enabled and directed to raifc Monies and to

tant! for affefs the Inhabitants of faid County of Dukes-County and their Eftares, as
keepmga

y/^\[ for the building of Ferry-Boats, making and maintaining fuitable
^° Wharves andWays forFerryWays for the Conveniency of keeping a Ferry in

faid County, in as full and ample a Manner as the Jufttces m faid Quarter

Seflionsare byLaw already enabled to do for defreying the neceflfary Repairs

of Bridges, Prifons, the Maintenance of poor Prifoners, and all other proper

County Charges, and under the fame Regulations and Reftridlions.

i^^msm^^mmmmmiis^m^mmmmM^m^tMi^m?
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I
Ads and Laws

Pa.Ted by the Great and General'' Court or AiTembly of His Majefty's

Provlncto'i i\\ft Majfachufetts-Bay., in New- England : Begun and held

at Boffon^ in the County of Suffolk, upon Wed nefday the twenty-ninth

Day of May 1754.

C H A P. I,

An AS: for impowering the Corporation of

Harvard College in certain Cafes to alienate

Lands or other Real Eflate, and to make
Sale of a Farm in Billerica.

TTTTTHERE/^S the PrefJent and Fellows of Harvard- Col!ege,3y Virtue of preamble
B/ i/ the Charter of Incorporation granted them by the General Court, of

J f the late Colony of the Maflachuietts, in the 2'ear 1650, are im-

powered to purchafe and acquire to themfelves, or take and receive upon

free Gift or Donation any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, not exceeding

the Value of Five Hundred Pounds per Annum ; but no Power is given them

by the faid Charter to alienate any Lands or other Real EHate whatfoever ;

which in fame Cafes may be tteceffary for promoting the good Ends defignedin

their Incorporation :

TBe it tfjerefc^c enaiieu bg tbc ©ouernour, Council anB J^oufe Prefident and

of ECpi"£iCntatlt(JC0, That where the Prefident and Fellows of Harvard Fellows of

Collqe are or fliall become feized of any Lands, Tenements or Heredita- ^"^''^'"'^ ^0^-

ments by Virtue of a Judgment recovered on any Mortgage, or by Virtue
/|^to"make'^'

of an Execution for the Satisfaftion of a Judgment in any Perfonal Adtion i'ale ofLands,

(the Time allowed by Law for Redemption being expired) it may and
lliall be lawful for the faid Prefident and Fellows, and they are hereby au-

thorized and impowered, with the Advice and Conient of the Overfeers of
faid College, to make Sale of fuch Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments,
or any Part thereof, and to execute Deeds efFcftual in Law for conveying
the fame, the Monies arifing by fuch Sales to be applied to the Ufes in

the faid Charter mentioned, and to no other Ufe or Purpofe whatfoever.

N n n n And
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And whereas it hath been repreferjed to this Court ^ that it 'jvculd be for the

Intercit of the /aid College, if i>a!e were made of a certain Farnt or Tra5l of
hand belonging thereto^ which isfituated in that Part of the Town (j/"Billericai

called Shawfhin :
• \

15e \X tljCrCfO^C enaftCtf, That it ftall be lawful for the Prefident and
c to make Sale of the faid Farm or Traft of Land,

and they are hereby authorized to give and execute a good and fufficienc

Deed or Deeds of Conveyance of the fame ; the Proceeds of fuch Sale to

be vefted in other Real Eftate, which they may judge will be of greater

Advantacre to that Society.

t'reficlent &.'C.

,

to make Sale Fellows of laid Co
of a Farm in

Preamble.

John Tayne,

Gentleman,

impowred to

attellRecordi

CHAP. II.

An KQl to enable yohn Payne of Bo/Ion^

Gentleman, to atteft certain Records in the

Probate Office of the County of Suffolk.

WHEREAS the Records in the Probate Office of the County of Suffolk

from the feventeeth Day of February One Thovfandfeven Hundred and

forty three, until the firft Day of February One Thoufand feven Hutidred and

fifty four, have not been attested by the Regifier of Probates for faid County ;

Jnd whereas John Payne of Bofton, Gentleman, for and during the whole

"Term aforefaid^ has aSled as a Clerk in faid Office, and all original Papers

regijlred in the Books of faid Office have by the faid Payne been compared with

the Regiflry or Records, before fuch Papers were delivered out cf faid Office :

IBe it tberefo^e cnafteD tig tfje (Souctnouc, Council ann ipoufe

C£ iReprefentatitiCS, That the aforcfald John Payne, be and he hereby is

fully authorized and impowered to atteft the Books of Records of the faid
' Probate Office, from the feventeenth Day of February One Thoufand feven

Hundred and forty three, until the firft Day of February One Thoufand

feven Hundred and fifty four, having been firft fworn to the faithful Per-

formance of his Truft. And all Records in faid Office during the Term
aforefaid, fo attefted, fhall be and are hereby declared to all Intents and

Purpofes as valid and effectual as if fuch Atteftation had been made by the

Regifter of Probate for faid County, duly appointed by the Governour,

with the Advice and Confent of the Council,
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AcSs and Laws
JPafTed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Ma-

iefty's Province of the MaJJachufetts-Bay in Nexu-England : Be-

gun and held at Bojion upon Wednefday the twenty-ninth

Day of May 1754. And continued by Adjournment unto

Thurfday the feventeenth Day of OHober following.

CHAP. III.

An A£t for the better fecuring and rendering

more efFe£lual Grants and Donations to

pious and charitable Ufes,and for the better

Support and Maintenance of Minifters of

the Gofpel, and defreying other Charges re-

lating to the publick Worlhip.

TTlf/'HERE/lS many Grants and Donations have heretofore been made by

t/kf f'^^dry well-dijpofed Perfons, in and by Juch Exprejfions and 'terms as

W W plainly jhow it was thelntent andExpeStation offuch Grantors and Do-
nors, that their feveral Grants and Donations Jhould take EffeS fo as

that the Eftates granted (honld go in Succeffion : But Doubts have arifen in what

Cafes fuch Donations and Grants may operate, fo as to go in Succeffion :

For afctrtaining vjhereofy

TBc it enaftcu bp t&c (^oiueinour. Council ano I^oufc of iRe-

ptCfCnlati\3C0, That the Deacons of all the feveral Proteftant Churches,

not being Epifcopal Churches, and the Church Wardens of the feveral Epif-

copal Churches, are and ihall be deemed lb far Bodies Corporate, as to take

in Succeffion allGrants and Donations whether Real or Perfonal, made either

to their feveral Churches, the Poor of cheir Churches, or to them and their

Succcffors, and to fue and defend in all Adlions touching the fame •, and

O .0 wherever

Preamble,

Deacons and
Church War-
dens of Pro-

teftant Chur-

ches to take

in Succeffion

Grant* and

Donations&c,
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wherever rhe Minifters, Elders or VePcry fhall in fuch Original Grants or
Donations have been joined with fuchDeacons or Church Wardens asDonees
or Grantees in Succeffion, in fuch Cafes fuch Officers and their Succeffurs
together with the Deacons or Church Wardens, fliall be deemed the Cor-
poration lor fuch Purpofes as atorefaid. And the Minifter or Minilters of

tak"inluc-
^^^^ Several Proteftant Churches of whatever Denomination are and fhall be

ceffion Parfo- d'^emed Capable of taking in Succeffion anyParfonage Land, or Lands crrant-

nage Lands ed to the iVIinifter and his Succeffors, or to the Ufe of the iVIinilfers, and of
^'^- fuing and defending all Adions touching the fame ; Saving that nothing in

this Aft fhall be conftrued to make void any final Judgment of any Court of
Common Law or Judge of Probate -, faving alfo, that no Alienation of any
Lands belonging to Churches hereafter made by the Deacons without the

NoAlienanon Confent of the Church or a Committee of the Church for that Purpofe ap-

withouTcoV pointed, or by Church Wardens without the Confent of the Veftry, ffiall be
fent of the fufficient to pafs the iame. And that noAlienation hereafter made byMinifters
Church. of Lands by them held in Succeffion ffiall be valid any longer than durino-

fuch Alienors continuing Miniifefs, unlefs fuch Minifters be Minifters of par^
ticular Towns, Diftiifts, or Pre'cirT|ls, and make fuch Alienation with the
Confent o^ fuchTowns, Diftrids prPrecinfts, or unlefs fuchMinifters fo alien-

ing be Minifters oi'Epifcopal Churches, and the fame be done with the Con-
fent of the Veftry. And the ieveral Churches in this Province not bein*
EpifcopalChurches, are hereby impowered to chufe a Committee, to call the
Deacons or other Church Officers to an Account, and if need be, commence
and profecute any Suits touching the fame, and alfo to advife and affifl fuch
Deacons in the Adminiftration of the Affairs aforefaid.

Limitation of ^"^ ^^ it ilirt!)er€naCtCO, That the Income of the Grants made or to

thelncome of be made to any one liich Body Politick for pious and charitable Ufes, ffiall

Church not exceed the Sum of 'Three Hundred Pounds per Annum ; and alfo that all
Grants.

^^^[^ Donations hereafter made by Deed, which fhall not be recorded in the
Regifter's Office in the County where the Lands lie three Calendary MontKs
before the Death of the Donor •, and all fuch Bequefts or Deviles which
fTiall not be made before the laft Sicknefs of the Perfon making the fame,

or at leaft three Momhs before the Death of the Teftator, ffiall be utterly

void and of no EfFeft : anyThing in this Aft contained to the contrary not-

withftanding.
'

Ani whereas the feveral Congregations in the lown o/Bofton, Gudfonie others

under the like Circumjiances, are not by Law enabled by Vote to raife Money for
the Support of the Miniftry and publick IVorflnp among them :

Pews may be
'^^ ^^ fUCtl)Cr CIiaCtCD, That in every fuch Cafe where Moneys cannot

taxedfo'rthe ^e railed as atorefaid tor the Support of the Miniftry and defreytng the other

Charg'eof the Charges necefTarv for the upholding and maintaining of publick Worffiip;
public Wor- apji Repairs of the Houfe in which the fame is performed, by Vertue of anf

'P
^'

Provifion in the Laws already made for that Purpofe ; the Proprietors of

the Pews or Perfons to whom they are allotted in the feveral Houles for

publick V/orftiip, may, if they think fit, at a publick Meeting to be called

tor that Purpofe by the Proprietors Clerk, Deacons or Church Warden's,

and Notice thereof immiediately after divine Service given ten Days at leaft

before i-aid Meeting, caufe the feveral Pews in fuch Houfes to be valued ac-

cording to the Convenience and Situation thereof, and a new Eftimate to be

put upon faid Pews from^ Time to Time, as ffiall be found neceffary, and a

ProvHb, t'ne
^^x to be laid upon each Pew according to the Convenience and Situation

Tax e^tceed thereof as afoi'elaid ; provided the faid Tax ffiall not exceed twoShUlings per

nqtzf. per Week on any one Pew : the Money fo railed to be applied towards the Sup-
^ port of the Mmiftry and other Charges neceirary for maintaining publick

Worffiip
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Worfhip or Repairs of the Houfe ; and tllar the faid Proprietors may. at a Proprietors '<>

Meeting to be called as aforeiaid, chufc a Clerk and Trealurer, and likewife
^'^^furwll'

appoint fome fuitable Perfons to demand and receive the feveral Sums fo

afleffcd of the Owners of luch Pews ; And in Cafe of Denial on fuch De-

mand orNegleft ofPayment threeMonths after fuchDemand, to fell thefame,

and after deducing fuchTaxes and Cofts,!o return the Surplus to theOwners.

Provided vevertbelefs. That when the Owner of any Pew fliall make a

Tender of the fame to the Proprietors or to their Comm,itree at the Valua-

tion which fhall have been lafx put thereon, and they fhall refufe or negleft

to accept the fame, no Sum fliall be deducled out of the Sale of- faid Pev/,

but fuch only as fhall have become due before the making, of fuch Tender.

"""""^
CHAP. IV.

—

-

-

An A61 for making an Addition to the fecond

Precin(9: in the Town of Erookfield in the

County of Worcefler^ and dividing the firft

Freeing in faid Town into tv/o Precin(9:s.

T Tt 7 HEREAS it is made evident to this^ Coiii-t that the annexing fome of

\\ the Inhabitants of the firft. Precina in the Town of Brookfield with P''^^'"''''^-

their Lands to the fecond PrecinSt in faid 'Town, and the dividing the

Remainder of faid firft Prectntt into two Pre-cinlts, would ferve very much to

remove many Difficulties and Inconveniencies which divers df the Inhabitants of

faid firft PrecinSi at prefent Labour under, and aljo very mtich to accomodate the

greateft Part of the Inhabitdntj offaid firft PrecinEt ;

052 it tf)ercfotc enactcci i3p ti)c eoaetnour, Council ano !t)oufe ^ ,

of EeprefentatitiES, I'hat ail the Lands in the prefent firft Precind m
fg°""Jp,^

faid Town lying Northward of a Line beginning at the North-Eaft Corner c1nft"in S™o<5-

oi George PIcrringtons Lands upori Spincer Line, and running Weftward by faU.

his the faid George's, Lands to rive Mile River Bridge at the Country Road ;

from thenceWelterly on the moft Southwardly Parts and Lines of the Lands

oi Thomas Slayton, C^pmnNathaniel I'Foolcot, Thomas Moor, Ebenezer Jennings,

John Jennings, Obadiah Rice, William Parks, Jofiah Converfe, Francis Dodge,

Paul Dealand, the Heirs of John Green, deceafed, Stephen Green and Jofeph

Ranger, Junr. And from faid /^^w^^r'i South- WeftCorner, to theSouth-Weft

Corner of PViUiam Ayre\ Meadow on Cofs- Brook (I'o called j near the Place.

where the Old School- Houfe ftood, and from the.nce Northward on the moft

Eaftward Parts andLines of the Land of JohnTuff,znAJofiabGilbert, and on the

moft Weftward Parts andLines of the Land ot Jeremiah Woodbury, and John
HiU,wAhnerTyler''s Land,and from thence on the moft EaftwardPart andLines

©f theLands oi Jacob Abbot, and JojhuaDodge, and Jol}:uaDodge,}ui\r. to the

Center Line of faid Town, and from thence all the Lands Eaftward of that

Part of faid Center Line which is Northward of the Place where the above

defcribed Line nneets with the faid Center Line to Nezv-Brainiree Diftrid,

be and hereby are annexed to the fecond Precind: in fa'id Town of Broohfield,

and that all thofe Perfons that now are or hereafter may be Inhabitants on
^^'?^'t''^''js

faid Lands, be and hereby are incorporated with the fecond Precind, and ?^\^ .^^^

fnall be always hereafter obliged to do all Precind Duties, and fhall receive [j-vldecl into

all Precind Priviledges in the faid fecond Precind. twoPre""<^5-

3ntl be it fUttbec enaCteO, That the Remainder of the Lands in the

faid firft Precind in faid Town of Brookfield^ be divided into two Prccinds

in



l;^54- ^^^^ ^'S^^ ^"i" GEORGII, II. Vlcefimo Oftavo.

466 Charlton a SDtftrtCt.

in Mann'er following, viz. The dividing Line fhall begin at the South-Eaft
Corner of Paul Dealand's handy and. fhall run from chence 10 the Country

firSedna^
Road in faid BrorAfield, fo as to take in and include all John Rich's Land
where he dwells, into the Wefl Precindt or Divifion, and from faid Country
Road, faid dividing Line fhall run in the Midft of the Town Road that

leads Southward from faid Country Road to the River called ^aboag-River
to the South-Eaft Corner of Ephraim Bartlet^s Land, and from thence Wefl--

ward Southward of all Ephraim Bartlet's, and Obadiah Wright's Land to

^laboag'Ritiery and from thence the faid River (hall be the dividing Line
down faid River to the Mouth of Salmon- Brook, and from thence the divid-

ing Line fhall run flrait to a large white Oak Tree ftanding in the North-
F.aft Corner of a Trad of Land called the Mile-Square, faid Tree being a

Boundary between the Townfhips of Brookfield and Weftern, and that the

Lands lying in the faid Town oi Brookfield, (and not included in the lecond

Precindt) Weftward of the above dividing Line, be and hereby are made a

Precin(ft by theName of "The firft PrecinSi in the Town of Brookfield ; and that

the Inhabitants of faid Lands Weftward of the faid dividing Line above de-

fcribed, be and hereby are inverted with all the Powers and Priviledges, and
fubjeited to all the Duties that Precindb in this Province by Law are inverted

SprednS ^"^ ^^^ fubjeded to. And that the Lands lying in the faid Town of

Brookfield, (and not included in the fecond Precindt^ Eaftward of the above

dividing Line, be and hereby are made a feperate Precindi: by the Name of
"The third Precin£l in the Town of Brookfield \ and that the Inhabitants of the

faid Lands Eaftward of the faid dividing Line above defcribed, be and hereby

are inverted with allithe Powers andPriviledges,and fubjedted to all theDuties

that Precindts in this Province by Law are inverted with and fubjedted to.

3nD tJC it further enactetl, That all the inhabitants of the Lands which

t h bunts 6f ^y "-'^'^ ^^ ^^^ made the firft Precindl, and all the Inhabitants of thofe Lands

theM and which by this Adl are annexed to the faid fecond Precindl, be and hereby

fecond Pie- are and fhall forever hereafter be exempted from paying or contributing any
cinft exempt-

pa,,- towards the Charges and Debts that have already arifen, or may here-

Chareesof
^'^^^'^ ^^^^^ ^^ Reafon of the Building the new Meeting- Houfe, which has

thenewMeet- lately been eredtcd in faid Town, on the Lands by this Adt made the third

ing Houfe Precindt in faid Town, any of the Votes of the late firft Precindl notwith-
lately eredled. ftanding ; and that all the Materials of the old Metting- Houfe, which

was lately ftanding in faid Town now taken down, be equally divided between

the faid three Precindls. And that all the Minirterial Revenues arifing from

all and any Lands lying in any Part of the faid Town of Brookfield hereto-

fore fequeftrcd to the Ufe of the Miniftry in faid Town, fhall be always here-

after equally divided between the faid three Precindts : And that the Cftarge

of the Committee who were appointed by this Court in /^/'nV One Thoufand

{even Hundred and fixty four, to view the laid Town, be born and paid by

the Inhabitants of faid Town.

CHAP. V.

An Adi for fetting off the Inhabitants as alfp

theEftates of theWefterly Partof O^v/^r^/into

a feperate Diflri^^ by the ^2imto^ Charlton.

€ \i enactetl tip tfjc (^oti^rnour. Council anU Jjjoufe of IRc-

ptgrEntatlDCS, That the Inhabitants with their Lands on thcWefter-

ly L-'art of Oxford, beginning on the South Side of Oxford, one Mile

Weft of the Village Line fo called, thence running North Paralel with faid

Village
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Village Line to Ox/ori North Line, be and hereby is fet off and erefted Bol;
into a feperate Diftritl by the Name of Charlton ; and that faid Diftridt be ^'^4/'

inverted with all the Powers, Priviledges and Immunities that Towns in this ^'''f''

Province by Law do or may enjoy, that of fending a Reprefentative to the
General Affembly only excepted, and that the Inhabitants of faid Diftridl .;

fliall have full Power and Right from Time to Time to join with the faid %
Town of Oxford in the Choice of a Reprefentative or Reprefentatives (who
may be chofen either in the Town or Diftrift) in which Choice they fliall I

enjoy all the Priviledges which by Law they would have been Intitled to if

this A(5t had not been made.

Provided neverthelefs, anQ be it fUCtftCt enaftCtl, That the faid Diftrift
^'°*''^*

fhall pay their Proportion of all Town, County and Province Taxes already

fet on or granted to be raifed by faid Town as if this A61 had not been made.
9nll be it fUttbCr enatteD, That Mo/es Marcy, Efq; be and hereby is ^ ,

impowered to iffue his Warrants direfted to fome principal Inhabitant in
Efo'^'ti

faidDiftrid, requiring him to Notify andWarn the Inhabitants of faid Diftri6t his w!
qualified by Law to Vote in Town Affairs, to meet at fuch Time and Place

as fhall be therein fet forth, tochufe all fuch Officers as fhall be neceffary to

manage the Affairs of faid Diftrift.

CHAP. VI.

An A61: declaring in whatManner the Decrees

and Orders of the Governour and Council

in Controverfies concerning Marriage and

Divorce fhall be carried into Execution.

WHEREAS in and by an AU of this Province made and pafs'd in the

Jourth Tear of the Reign of King William and ^een Mary, it is Preamble.^:.

among other Things EnaSfed and Declarcd^That all Controverfies con-

cerning Marriage and Divorce, fhall be heard and determined by the Governour

and Council, tut no exfrefs Provifion has been made by the Laws of this Pre-

%ince for carrying the Decrees and Orders of the Governour and Council in

fuch Cafes into Execution -,

T5c it tbcrcfoje enacteu bp tbe <5otiernour Council anD i^oufe of
p„fo„,,„

iReptefentatitie0, That if any Perfon fhall refufe or negledt to obferve and fl^g to cor,

conform to any legil Decree orOrder,whether interlocutory or final,made,or form to ar

that fhall hereafter be made by theGovernour and Council in anyControverfy legal Decn

concerning Marriage and Divorce, every fuch Perfon fhall be and is hereby
°„^Counci

declared liable to fuffer the Pains of Imprifonment, and it fhall and may be Uable to b^

lawful for the Secretary of the Province to iffue a Warrant under his Hand imprifonedi

and Seal by Order of the Governour and Council, directed to any Sherif?or

his Deputy, requiring him forthwith to arrell: the Body of fuch Perfon fo

refufmgor negleiting, and him to commit unto his Majefty's Goal, thereto

remain without Bail or Mainprize, until he fhall comply with fuch_Decrec

or Order made as aforefaid.

P p p p
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An Ad
PafTed by the Great and General Coilrt or AfTembly of His Ma-

]e.i\iys, ^xoVmce. oi xho. Majpichiifetts-Bay in. New-England : Be-

gun and Held at Bqfion upon Wednefday the twenty-ninth
Day of May 175 4, and continued by fundry Prorogations

unto Tuefday the twenty-fifth Day of Mflrc/j following.

CHAP. VII.

An A£l in further Addition to the feveralLav/s

already in Being for the more fpeedy finifli-

ing the La/^d Bank or ManufaBory Scheme,

rHEREAS the Land Bank or Manufaftory Scheme cannot be equita-

bly finijhed, unlefs further Provifion be made by Law for the Sale of

Jucb Real Eflates of Delifiquenis, as are or may be taken by Execution

or Warrants of Diflrefs :

T5c it tUuioiz cnactcD t)p i6e @otiernour,€cuncU anD fpoufe of

ISeprefeniatitJeS, That every sheriff, Under Sheriff or Deputy-Sheriff,

who (upon the Receipt of any Execution or Warrant of Diftrefs iflued or to

be ilTued by the Commiffioners by Law appointed to finifh the faid Scheme,
ag^iinft the Eftates of any of the late Direftors or Partners therein, for any
Sam or Sums of Money afTeffed or that may be affeffed on them, or either of

them, or which their Eftates are by Lav/ made hable to the Payment of)
hath or fhall have levied fuch Sum or Sums on the whole or any Part of the

Real Eiiateof any fuch Direftor or Partner, and (hall have obtained from
the -Regiller of Deeds in the County where fuch Lands lie, a Certificate thac

upon a careful Search made in the Regiftry of Deeds there, it doth not ap-
pear that any Conveyance or Alienation of fuch Eftate hath been made by
luchDireftor or Partner, and entred or lodged in fuch Regiftry acanyTime
before the Month of OSicber Anno Domini One Thoufand leven Hundred
and forty three (at whicli Time thofe Eftates were by Law fubjeded to the

Q^q q q
'

Pay-

Preamble,

Sheriffs im-
powered to

make Sale of
forfeited E-
ftates in the

Land Bank,

in Cafe.
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Payment of what fhould appear to be due therefrom to theCompany of Part-
ners) fuch Sheriff or Under-SherifF or Deputy fnall be and hereby is autho-
rized and impowered (after the Time allowed by Law for the Redemption
of fuch Eftates fhall be expired j to make Sale ihereof,and to make, fign and
execute (in due Form of Law) a Deed or Deeds of Conveyance thereof with
Warrantie •, which Inftrument or Inftrumencs of Conveyance fhall make a
good Title to the Purchafer, his Heirs and AfTigns forever.

Provifoin Ca- Provided dways,^X\\i hi \t fUttbCC enaftCD, That any Perfon or Perfons
fes where the (other than the Director or Partner^ whofe Eftate (hall be taken and fold as

other^Ha 'd

^^orefaid, or his Heirs, Afligns or Devifees claiming any Right in or to fuch

bcfides the Eftatej may (anyThing in thisAdt before-mentioned nocwithflianding) brino-

Direaorsand his or their Aftion for the Recovery thereof, provided the fame be commen-
Partners. ced and purfued within one Year from theTime of making fuchConveyance

;

and every Aftion of Trefpafs, Ejectment or other Adion againft the Sheriff

or other Officer for his Doings therein, or that fhall be brought to Evidl or
in any wife to moleft the Purchafer his Heirs or Affigns, in the peaceable

Poffefifion of the Eftate (fold him as aforefaidj at any Time alter the Expira-
tion of faid Term, fhall be utterly barr'd ; faving fuch Aftion or Aflions as

may be brought by any Perfon of Perfons who at the Time of fuch Convey-
ance fhall be and fhall continue out of this Province 'till after the Expiration

of faid Term, or that fliall be brought by any Perfon who during that Time
fliali be under fome legal Incapacity of bringing his Adion

-, in either of

v;h]ch Cafes fuchAftion may be brought within one Year from and after

the Removal of fuch Impediment, and not afterwards.

SnU tJE it further enaCteO, That the feveral furviving Direftors and

TheEftatesof Partners in faid Scheme and their Eftates, and the Eftates of fuch of them as
furviving and are deceafed,fliall be and they are hereby fubjefted and made liable to anfwer
deceafed Di- ^^^ refund allCofts andCharges that may arife inConfequence of any fuchCon-

PartMrs^made veyance ; fuch Charges to be affcffed on them by the laidCommi(r:oners,and

liable to Anf- to be raifcd and colleded in Manner and Proportion as fet forth in the A6t
>ver Charges, made in the twenty-fourth Year of his prefent Majelly's Reign Intitled An

ASi in Addition lo the feveral Laws already in Being for the morefpeedy fijiiflfing

the Land Bank or Manufadory Scheme.

And whereas divers of the Mortgages given ly the Partners {at their firjl En-
Preamble. trance on faid Scheme) to fecure the Payment of their Dues to the Company of

Partners are not as yet difcharged by the Commijfioners, nor fuch Dues to theCom-

pany paid : And whereas the Original Mortgages {lodged in the Court-Houfe in

Bolton j were confumed hy Fire :

TBe it ti)ErefO?C fUttfjec enacteD, That upon Suit brought, or that may

"^/'tf M
°^^ be commenced upon any fuch Mortgage remaining not difcharged, an atteft-

"as-es to be ^'^ C*^Py '^f ^"^^ Record thereof in the Regiftry of Deeds in the County where

valid as the the Eftate fo Mortgaged lies, fhall be deemed good and fufficient to all In-
Original, tents and Purpofes as if the original Mortgage was produced in Court on

the Trial.

Provided, that nothing in this or any former A& fhall be conflrued or un-

£h°Co°mm'iir
'^'^'^'^o'^ ^^ abridge the faid Commifuoners of thePower formerly given them

oners Power ^y the Laws of this Province, by due Courfe of Law, in fuch Cafes as they

benotinvali- fliall judge may require it, to recover of any Diredor or Partner what be-
dated. came due from him to the Company of Partners by Force of any former

Affefsment or otherwife,or of making and eXecutingDeeds of Conveyance of

fuch Eftates as have been or may be taken by Execution in Satisfadion of

fuch Dues.
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An Ad
PafTed by the Great and General Court or AflemBly of His Ma-

jefly's Province of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England : Be-
gun and Held at Bo/Ion upon Wednefday the twenty-eighth
Day of May, 1755.

C H A P. I.

An A£l to enable the Precinct of Teticut in the

County of Plymouth^ to raife a Sum by-

Lottery towards building a Bridge over

T'etkut Riveh
"TTTFTHERE AS the PrecinB of Ttticm have reprefented to this Court

p^g^^yg
MrEr tbi Necejjlty of building a Bridge over Teticut River, and prayed this

f f Court would enable them to raife a Sum by Way of Lottery for that

Purpofe ."
. .» it t]^ec£fij?e fnacteti ip t\\z ©oticrriouc, Courtcit atib It^oufe of Eepre-- 5^^^,/ mite

ftntatftifEf, That Samuel White, Efq-, of Taunton, Ifrael Wajhburn of Rayn- E(q; o( Taut:-

bam, Ephraim Keith and James Keith, both of Bridge-water, and David Alden ton, & others,

of Middkberou^h, or any three of them, be and hereby are allowed and im- >"^P°^ere to

, r i ^ T .-rio L have a Lot-
powered to let up and carry on a Lottery, amounting to iuch a hum as by

^ fj,. v,„;i.

drawing Ten pfer Cent, out of each Prize, may raife a Surti of Two Hundred ding, &c. Te-

and Ninety Pounds Lawful Money, and no more ; and that the faid Sum be '«'«' Bridge.

by them, or any three of them, applied to the Building a good fufficient

Bridge over the faid River, and paying the Charges of. faid Lottery : And
that the faid Samuel White, Ifrael Wafhburn, Ephraim Keith^ James Keith and

David Alden, or any three of them, be the Managers of faid Lotteiy, and Said Mana-

impowered to make all neceflary Rules for managing thereof; and fhall be
?.!g^inft of

fworn to the faithful Difcharge of their faid Truft : And as well the faid j^'^/^/ to be

Managers as the faid Precind (hall be and are hereby declared anfwerable to anfwerable

theOwners of theTickets,in Cafe of any Deficiency or Mifcondud:. And il
^^•

the Sum raifed thereby fhall be more than fufficient (after paying of the

Charges of the Lottery; to build the faid Bridge, the Surplufage fhall be

lodged in the Hands of the Treafurer of the faid Precinft,to be put at Inte-

rcft, and the Intereft applied towards the Repairs of faid Bridge.

R r r r
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An Ad
Paired by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Ma-

jefty's Province of tlie Majfachufetts-Bay in Nexu-England : Be-

gun and Held at 2?o/?o« upon Wednefday the twenty-eighth

Day of May, 1755. And continued byProrogations toWed-
nefday the twenty-fourth Day of September foWow'mg and
then met. -

C H A P. 11.

~

An A6t for confirming the Proceedings ofthe

General Affembly convened on the fifth of

September^ Anno Domini 1755.

rHEREAS upon Advices ofgreat Importance received from the Troops Preamble:

gone upon an Expedition againfi Crown- Point, His Honour theLteute-

nantGovernour andCommander inChief andHisMaJeJly's Council,judged

it abfolutely necejary that theGeneral Affembly whichfioodProrogued to

the twenty-fourth Bay of September Injlant, fhould he fooner convened, and the

fame was accordingly convened {by his Honour's Proclamation) and held on the

fifth of the fame Month, andfrom Day to Day continued until the ninth Inflant,

during which Thne divers Matters of publick Importance were tranfaSied j and

whereas fame Doubt may p$ffibly at-ife touching the Legality of the Proceedings of

that Affembly, held before the 'Time to which the fame flood Prorogued :

Therefore for the Preventing or Removing all Doubts and Difputes touch-

ing the fame :

3115e it ttiatCeH iig t!)e iLteutetiant (Kobernsur, (Cattncil anO ti|o«fe of ^t- ^u Proceed-
^refentatitJCSf, That all Votes, Orders, Laws and other Matters, made, ingsofthe

paffed or tranfafted by the GeneralAflembly convened and held on the fifth late Conven-

of this Inftant September,znd which was held until the ninthDay of the fame, jif"
»*" '^^e

be and they are hereby eftablifhed and confirmed,and fliall to all Intents and ^XS"*
Purpofes be deemed valid and efFeftual in the Law,as if the Great and Ge- '

neral Court or AfTembly had flood Prorogued to the faid fifth Day of

Septetnber, and had been then held ; and the fame Votes, Orders,Laws and
other Matters had been pafs'd or tranfaftcd by the faid Great and General
Court during fuch their SefTion.

S f f f
^"
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PafTed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Ma-
jefty's Province of the Majpichufetts-Bnj in Nexu-Eng'avjl .

' >: -

gnn and Held at|?o/7o«,upon Wcdnefda}'- the twent\-i:xt!T D..i\'

oi May iy^6. And continued by Prorogations and Adjourn-

ment, to the fifth Day of Otiober following, and then met.

Preamble.

C H A P. I.

An A6t in Addition to and for Explanation of an Ad
made in the fourth Year of hisMajefty'sReign,Intitled,

^n AB direBiiig how Rates a7id 'taxes to be granted

by the Geiieral Affejnbly^ as alfo Coimty Town and Pre-
cinSi Rates JJjall be ajjejfed ajtd colleEied.

WHEREAS in and by an Ad made in the fourth Tear of his prefent
,

Majeftfs Reign, Intitled An Act directing how Rates and Taxes

to be granted by the General Aflembly^ as alfo County, Town and Precin£t

Rates fhall be afleffed and coUefted, It is among other Things provided,

" That two or moreAjfefforsfjall havePower byPFarrayit under theirHands

and Seals, to commit to the coimnon GoaI,fuch Perfons as being duly afjeffed

fhall refiife or negled to pay the Sums fo affeffed by the Space of twelve

T)ays after T>emand thereof, where no fuffcient T)iftrefs can or may be

foundywhereby the fame may be levied .•"* And whereas a Doubt hath arifen,

fVhether by the Affejfors fo impo-iuered be meant and intended the Affeffbrs

for the T'ime being, or the Affeffon by zuhom the Perfons to be coinmitted

were affeffed : • °

IBz it t&crcfoje enactcti lij tijc lieutenant CDoiJemour, Council anti^oufe Aflbflbfs for

of ItltpccfEntatitieel, That by the AiTeflbrs fo impov/ered in and by the Aft }^^ J'^^^
be-

aforefaid, the AfFefTors for the Time being, and they only, are meant and '"§ '"'epa^ .

intended ; and that the faid Aft lliall be and always ought to have been fo

underftood,

T t t t ^mi
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Perfons over an!) lie It further CUaftCtl, That any Perfon apprehending himfcif over

relSe"d by
'"'''^^'^' """'^ ^PP'Y'".? ^^ ^^^ AflefTors for the Time being for Relief, fliall upon \

the Affeffors, "^heir Refufal to cafe him, have Liberty to make Application to the Court of \
may app y General Seffions of the Peace to be held v/ithin and for the fame County '

'alt
V^^"% within which the Afleirment was made, next after fuch Refufal, the Juftices

the P^eatT
'^ of vt'hich Court are hereby authorized to grant him Relief in fuch Manner as

is directed in and by the Aft aforcfaid.

^tttf f;c ItfttrtDeC enactca, That the Warrant for Commitment to be gran-
ted by the AfTeflors as aforefaid, fliall be in the Form following :

Form of the ^- To A. B. one of the Conftables (Collectors) of the Town of C. in the
Warrant of County of S. Gj-eeting.

t*^°b™araS
^'/^"'^"-^ Application has been made to us the Subfcribers, Afefors for

b°y Affe^rs
the/aid T'o%vn of C. by thefaid A. B. one of the Confiables (or ColleSlors)

offaid T'ozvn of C. in faid County, that H. I. offaid Tozvn of C. is

affeffed to the Province Tax in the Rate-Bill committed to him the faid
A. B. to colled as Conjlable {ColleBor') for the Year the Sum of

And altho' thefaid 'Tax has been demanded of the faid H. I. yet

he negleBs and refufes to pay andfatisfy the fame, and there being no EJlate

of the faid H. I. to be found tvhereon to levy the fame : Thefe are there-

fore in his JVIaJeJ?y''s Name to reqidre you the faid A. B. to take into fafe

Cuflody theBody ofthefaid H.I. and him commit to the common Goal of the

faid County ofS. there to re?nain until he thefaidYi. \. fhall pay and fatisfy

the above Sums zuith all neceffary Charges, or be difcharged by due Courfe

of Laiu.

Given under our Hands and Seals at C. this Day of in

the Year of his Majefty's Reign, Annoque 'Domini.

7 AlTefTors of the

S Town of C

£j=%g=ij^^

BOSTON: N. E.

EL Knee LAND, by Oi'der

Lieut. GOVERNOUR, Council and Houfe of Represen-

tatives. 1756.
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^^^^^C^i^C^R^r,

PaiTed by the Great and General Court or AlTeinhJy of His M •.

je-fly's Province of iheMafuhufclts-Biiy in Nc-u-EvgloHf! . Ive-

gun and Held atSo/?(3;;,upon Wedneiday the i-wcnty-iixihLiiy

of May 1756, And continued by fundry Prorogations,to'che

fixth Day of January following, and then mot.
^

: y C HA P. II.

An A61 for altering the Times appointed for holding ths

Superiour Court of Judicature, &c. in the Counties of

Plymouth^ Brijiol QXid. Bafnfiable. ' rrcamble.

:}^JHEREJ.S the T'imes appointed by Lazu for holding the Supe'rioicr

\Y Court of JudicatureyCouri of Ajfize and General Goal 'J}-eli'u'erj,

-within the Counties of Plymouth, Briflol and Barnftable, are found to be

inconvenient in Regard of the extream heat of the Se'afn, as well as- m
other RefpeBs :

.

"

15e it t!)ci;cfoje rtiatteti 6p tijs iLtcntcnaiit ©oljmtout, Co wndl anti Times for

fJOUfe of il£prere!Uatit3E0,''That for the future the Time for holding the ^°'.^g'"S*=

uperiour Court of Judicature, Court of Affize and General Goal -Delivery
cour'ts°in ths

at Plymouth, within and for the County of Plymouth, fliall be the lafl Tuef- Counties of

ilay in April annually : And that the Time for holding the faidCourt ztBarn- ?lpnoiuh,

Jlable, for the Counties of Bariiftable and 'Dukes-County, fhall be the firft
^f'jUuX,

Tuefday in May annually ; and that the Time for holding the faid Court ^^^^ BiijhL
'

at 'Taunton, within and for theCounty of BriJIol^fsi-Al be the fecondTuefday

in O£tober annually.

3n.iJ li0 it furtSec enactetJ, That allWrits and otherProcefTes already iffued, ^n Proceffes

returnable to the faid Court at the Days heretofore appointed for holding the rdatingtbere-

fame in the feveral Counties aforefaid, fhall be returned ; and all Matters de- '°' '° '^^ '"^"^

pending at faidCourt,in either of faidCounties,fliall be proceeded on at theDays
^'

refpeftively appointed by this Aft for holding the fame : And all Officers and

other Pevfons concerned, are required to conform themfelves accordingly.

°^^Vvv^^
i:-^"^

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

An A<a in further Addition to an Ad Intitled, An A8i

for regulaWtg the Ajffize of Cajk^ andpreventing Deceit

in packing Fijh^&^c. for Sale^ made in the fourth Year

of King William and Queen Mary.

Preamble. ^^RT!.AT" Complaints having been made of Fraud in the Cafk and

Vl Manner ofpacking Mackerel and other pickled FifJj, notwithflanding

the Provifon heretofore madefor preventing it : Therefore,

%z it tmafu tv tfjc ^Lieutenant dDoiJccnoitr, Council ania $53ufe of

cfr meprefmtatil)e0. That all Caflc? for pickled Fifh lliall be made of Staves,

which fliall be well Worked, twenty nine Inches long, and the Head fliall be

of the Diameter of feventeen Inches and an half, and the Chine or Part of the

Stave without each Head, not more than an Inch and an half, and the Head
not more than an Inch thick, the Cafk to have the ufual bilge, and to be tight

and well made, or otherwife fhall hold thirty one Gallons and an half, and be

marked before packing by a Guager duly appointed and fworn.

T^ Pf Slni be it furtijec enatteO, That the Mackerel and other pickled Fifn^fliall

packino Fifli, be carefully packed, well faked, and duly filled by a Packer chofen and (worn

&c. for the Purpofe, the whole of each Barrel to confill: of the fame Kind of Fifh,

and every Packer ftiall brand each Barrel, thus made and packed with the

firft Letter of his Chriftian Name, and his Sir-name at length, and with the

firft Letter of the Name of the Town where the Fifh is packed, for which

he Ihall be paid by the Owner of fuch Filli at the Rate of eight Pence by
the Ton and no more.

0nD he it furtl)ec enaCteU, That all and everyPerfon orPerfons who fhall

Sngorof' after the firft Day ofMrnr^ One Thoufand feven Hundred and fifty-eight,

fering to Sale offer or ihew for Sale any Cafk or Calks of Mackerel or other pickled Fifh

Fi(h not def- not branded, or fmaller than the Barrels or Caiks defcribed above, or where
cribedas a-

jj^g^g p^^\i j^g ^ny Fraud in packing the Fifh, the Perfon or Perfons fo offer-
^^^'

ing them to Sale, ftiall ferfeit fuch Cafk of Fifh ; and any Juftice of Peace

on Complaint made, may and fliall iflue his Warrant for feizing and fecuring

fuch Forfeiture for Trial.

Penalt for
^"^ ^^ '^ fUttget enatteU, That every Packer who fhall pack and brand

fraudulent ^^y Barrels or Cafks which are fmaller than above direfted, or fraudulently

packing or packed, for every fuch Offence fhall incur the Penalty of twenty Shillings

brandings for each Barrel thus unjuftly branded.

And inafmuch as it is found very difficult for fuch Perfons as are af-
Preamble. pointed Packers infundryMaritime'Towns, to repair in order to be Sworn,

to the "Town where the Court of General Seffwns of the Peace is beld^

which is now Requifite :

31Be it eiiaCteS. anti OjOtreli, That fuch Packers maybe fworn before any
Packers may ^^^ JufHcc of the Peace for fuch County in fuch Town or Place as may be

fore a Juftice. neareft or moft convenient, fuch Juftice certifying the Caption to the Clerk of

the Court of General Seffions of the Peace, at or before the next Sitting of

faid Court. Provided, that this Aft fhall not be conftrued or underflood to

prohibit the packing of Oyflers or other Kinds of Fifh in Kegs, which have

heretofore ufually been packed in fuch fmali Cafks.

Difpofal of ^I^^ *^ '* futtSet enacted. That all Fines and Forfeitures by thi's Ad,
Fines. fhall be and belong one half to his Majefty for the Ufe of this Provmce,

and the other half to him or them who fhall inform and fiie for the fame.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

An Ad in Addition to an AA made and paffed in the

iiftli Year of the Reign of their late Majcfties William

and Maij^ Intitled Ait AB for High-fVays.

WHEREAS in and by an Acl made and fafed in the fifth Tear of Preamble.

the Reign of their late Majejlies King William atid ^ueen Mary,

Intitled An Aft for High-Ways ; if is provided, that where High-Ways

or Common Roads are wanting, or where old JVays may with more Conve-

niency be turned or altered, upon Application made to thejujlices inQuarter

Sejfions in the County zvhere they are wanted, they having firjl by a Com-

?nittee enquired into the necejfity and conveniency thereof, the faid fuflices

are to Order the fame to be laid out or altered by a Jwy to he fummoned

by theSheriffor thefaidPurpofe ; whichMcthod isfound inconvenient, and

caufes great and needlefsCharge to the refpediveCounties in this Province i

For Remedy whereof

:

mtit ewatteti I»p tfic ii^tsutenant (Eotircnour, Council anU ^oufe of ^o"" °^

3tleprefetltatiiie2(, That where a new High-Way or Common Road from ^^?°"^' ^°^^_

Town to Town or Place to Place fliall be wanting, or where an High-Way mittee to lay

or common Road already laid out, ftated and eftabrifhed,may or can with grea- out or alter

ter convenience be turned or altered, upon Application made to the Juftices HigK-Ways.

of the Court of General Seffions of the Peace within the fame County, and

it being judged by them to be of common Convenience or Neceflity to have

fuch new Way laid out or old one altered, the faid Court be and hereby are

impowered to appoint a Committee of five difinterefted fufficient Freeholders

in the fame County to view and lay out fuch High-Way or Road, (which

Comniittee fhall give feafonable Notice to all Perfons interefted) of the Time
and Place of their Meeting, and fhall be under Oath to perform the faid Ser-

vice according to their beft Skill and Judgment v/ith moft convenience to the

Publick, and lead Prejudice or Damage to private Property ; and fhall alfb

afcertain the Place and Courfe of faid Road in the befl Way and Manner they

can, which having done, the faid Committee or the major Part of them, fhall

make Return thereof to the next Court of General SelTions of the Peace to Return to b«

be held in the faid County, after the faid Service is performed under their ^^"^^ '° ^^'^

Hands and Seals, to the End the fame may be allowed and recorded, and after

known for a publick High-Way.

Provided neverthelefs, That if any Perfon be damaged in his Property by provifoi

the laying out or altering fuch High-Way, the Town or Diftrift where the

fame is, fhall make fuch Perfon or Perfons reafonable Satisfaftion according

to the Eftimation of the Committee or major Part of them who laid out the

fame ; which faid Committee are impowered and required under Oath to

eflimate the fame, and make Return thereof as aforefaid ; and if fuch Perfon

or Perfons fo damaged find him or themfelves agrieved by any Aft or Thing
done by the faid Committee in Lying out faidWay or Eflimate of his or their

Pamages, he or they may apply unto the Court of General SefTions of the

Peace, provided fuch Application be made to the Court that fhall be held m
fuch County next after fuch Return ; and faid Court is hereby impowered
to hear and determine the fame, and fhall and may enquire by a Jury under
Oath, to be fummoned by the Sheriff or his Deputy for faid Purpofe, if the

Perfon complaining defires the fame ; and if the Jury fhall not alter faid

Way
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Way-jor increafe theDamages, the Perfon complaining fhall be at allCofl:s,to

be taxed againft him by faid Court, othervvife llich Cofl; fliall be paid by the
County ; and the increafe of Damage found by the Jury, fhall be paid by
the Town or Diftrift in wliich fuch Way fnall be laid.

Jurys Verdia SLliU bt it tuvti)ZV tttiiftti}, That theVerdict of fuch Jury, Return thereof
to determine being made under their Hands and Seals to faid Court, fliall conclude the

fix^H^fh-
^" Perfon or Perfons complaining with Regard to the Damage, andalfo fix and

Ways. determine the Place of fuch Road or High-Way, and Record flaall be made
thereof accordingly.

BOSTON:
Printed by Samuel Kneeland, b^: Order of his Honour

the Lieut. GOVERNOUR, Councii and Houfe of Repre-

fentatives. 1757.
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Rainsford's-JjflanD. 4§i

An Ad
Pafted by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Ma-

jelly's Province oi iheMaJpichufetts-Baj in New-England : Be-

gun and Held at 5o/?o;;,upon Wedriefday the twenty-fixth Day
o^Mqy 1756. And continued by fundry Prorogations and
Adjournment, to the thirtieth Day of March following, and

then met.

CHAP. XXVII.

AnAd for regulating the Hofpital on Raimford's-Ijland^

and further providing in Cafe of Sicknefs.

WHEREAS a good and convenient Houfe hath been provided at- theCbarge

of the Province on the Ifland called Rainsford's-Ifland,/i?r the Recep-

tion offuch Perfom as fhall be vifited with any contagious Sicknefs :

y&z it tlitttau enacteU iij t^e Ccuucfl anti i^oufe of Kcprermtatitiesf,

That Enquiry fhall be made by the Officer or other Perfon on Duty at

Cafile-William, of every Veflel coming from Sea, and pairing by faid Caftle,

whether they are all well on board, and alfo whether any intedious Sicknefs

has been on board, fince they lett the Port from whence they laft came i

and if any VelTel inquired of as aforefaid fhall have any Sicknefs on board,

and upon further Inquiry the fame Jlull be the Plague, Small-Pox, or any

other malignant infedious Diflemper, in fuch Cafe Order Iball be given to

the Mafter or Commander of iuch Veffcl, forthwith to go down with his

VefTel, and Anchor as near theHofpital atRaimford's-IJand as conveniently

may be, or if any Veflel enquired of as aforefaid, fhall have had ar^y infecti-

ous Sicknefs on board fince they left the Port from whence they lafl came,

in fuch Cafe Orders fhall be given to the Mafler or Commander of fuch

VelTel immediately to Anchor, and to remain at Anchor until a Certificate

fhall be obtained trom the major Part of the Sele6l Men of the Town of

Bofion, that they are of Opinion fuch Veflel may come up toTown,without
T|anger to the Inhabitants, or until the faid Mafier fhall receive Orders from
the faid Seleft-Men to go with his VeflTel and Anchor near the Hofpital a-

forefaid •, and in Cafe any Mader or Commander fnall by himfelf or Peo-

X X X pie

Preamble.
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Penalty for

Matter's Of-

fence,

Leave to be

had of the

Seleft-Men

for Landing
Paflengers or

Goods.

Forfeiture for

Contempt by
the Matter

Snd others.

Juftiees of

the Peace to

order infefli-

ous Veflels or

Perfons to the

Hofpital.

pie on board, make talfe Anfwer when hail'd by the Caltle, or faher Or-
ders given asaforefaid) (hail negled: or refufe to Anchor near the Caftle as
aforefaid, or come on Shore, or fufFcr any PafTengers or Perfons belonsin?
to the Veffel to come on Shore, or any Goods to be taken out before the
Veflel fliall have Anchor'd, or withouc Liberty from the Seleft-Men as
aforefaid -, or in Cafe any Mafter or Commander order'd to Anchor near the
Hofpital aforefaid, fhall negled or refufe fo to do ; in every fuchCafc, every
Mafter or Commander fo offending, fliall forfeit and pay the Sum of One
Hundred Pounds, or fuffer fix Months Imprifonment.

0na be it further cnatteli, That upon Application made to the Seled-
Men of theTov/n of Bofton by anyMafter orCommander of anyVeflel atAn-
chor near the Hofpital as aforefaid,the faid Seled-Men are hereby impower-
ed to permit fuch Paflengers, Goods or Lading as they fliall judo-e free
from Infedion to come on Shore, or to be taken out and difpofed of as the
Owners (hall fee meet : And fuch Paflengers and Goods as fliall not be per-
mitted as aforefaid, fhall remain on board, or be landed on faid Ifland, or
if any Mafter or immediate Commander of any fuch Veflel for the Time
being, fhall come on Shoar, or fuff^er any of his People or PaflTengers to
come on Shoar, or any Boats to come on board, or fuffer any Goods to bs
taken out of his Vcffel, unlefs permitted as aforefaid, or fhall come up
with his Veffel, until by a Certificate under the Hands of the Seleft-Men
or major Part of them as aforefaid, it fhall appear to the Captain-General
that faid Veffel Company and Goods are clear of Infeftion, and the Orders
for flopping and detaining the fame be removed and taken off, he fhall for

every fuch Offence forfeit the Sum of Fifty Pounds, and in Cafe he be not
able to pay that Sum he fliall fuffer three Months Imprifonment -, and if

any Sailors or Paffengers coming in faid Veffel, fhall without the Know-
ledge or Confent ot the Mafter prefumc to come on Shoar, or up above the
faid Caftle, or if any Perfon from Town or Country fhall knowingly pre-
fume to go on board fuch Veflel, or go to the aforefaid Houfe or Ifland in

Time of Infeftion there, without Leave as aforefaid, or if any Perfon put
fick into the faid Houfe, or fent there on Sufpicion of being infefted, fliall

prefume to go off the Ifland without Leave as aforefaid, every Perfon
offending in any of the Particulars above-mentioned fliall forfeit the Sum
of Forty Pounds, and in Cafe any Perfon be not able to pay the faid Sum;, he
flial! fuffer two Months Imprifonment. All the before-mentioned Fines to

be fued for and recovered by the Seie<5t-Men of the Town of Bofton for the

Time being, one Moiety thereof to be to his Majefty for the Ufe of this

Government, the other Moiety to the Informer.

ant! tie it furtfier enatteti. That when and fo often as anyShip or other

Veffel wherein anylnfedtion or infediousSicknefs hath lately been, fliall come
to anyPort orHarbour within this Province •, or when and fo often as any Per-

fon orPerfons belonging to or that may either by Sea orLand come into any
Town or Place near the publick Hofpital within this Province fliall be vi-

fited, or who lately before may have been vifited with any infectious Sick-

nefs ; two of the Juftices of the Peace or Seleft-Men of fuch Place, be and
hereby are impowered immediately to order the faid Veffel and fickPerfons

to the Province Hofpital or Houfe aforefaid, there to be taken Care of ac-

cording to theDireftions of this Aft ; and where any fuch Ship Veffel or

Perfons cannot without great Inconvenience and Damage be ordered to the

aforefaid Houfe or Hofpital, in every fuch Cafe the Rules and Direftions are

to be obferved which are already made in and by an Aft pafs'd in the 13th

Year of the Reign of his late Majefty King IViUiam the Third, Jntitled Jn
A£i providing in Cafe of Sicknefs, ^nft
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SLUiJ lie it fmtljtV maii'il, Thac if any Mafter, Seaman or Pafienger Penalty for

belonging to any Ship, on board which any Infeftion is or hach la:ely been t^ot&nfweunz

or is fufpedled to have laicly been, or coming from any Port where any in-
ferrine to In-

feftious mortal Diftemper prevails, fhall rcfuie to make Anfwef on Oath to fefilion.

fuch Quertjons as may be allccd him or them by the Seleft-iVIenof theTown
(who are hereby impowered to adminifter the lame) to which fuch Ship

ihall come, relating to fuch Infe£lion, fuch Mafter, Seaman or Pafienger,

fhall forfeit the Sum of Fifiy Pounds ; and in Cafe he be not able to pay

faid Sum he fliall fufFer fix Months Imprifonment ; the above-mentioned

Fine to be fued for and recovered by the Sclcft-Men of the refpeftlveTowns

where the Offence fliall be committed ; one Moiety thereof to be to his

Majefty for the Ufe of this Government, and the other Moiety to the In-

lormer ; and where any Perfon fhall be convifted of any Offence againft

this A£l, and fufrer the Pains of Imprifonment, and fhali be unable to pay Scka-Meo
the Colts of Profecution, fuch Cofts fhall be paid by the fevefal Towns to direfted and

which fuch Perfons refpeftively belong, or if not Inhabitants fliall be allow- impowered in

ed and paid out of the Province Traafury, and the Sele£i-Men of Boftoa are
Nurfes"At-

dire&d and impowered to provide Nurfes, Afliftance and other Neceffaries tendance &c;

for the Comfort and Relief of fuch fick Perfons fent t* faid Hofpital as

aforefaid, the Charge thereof to be born by the faid Perfons themfelves,

if able, or if Poor and Indigent, by the Towns to which they refpeftively

belong, or if not Inhabitants, then at the immediate Charge of the Pro-

vince.

BOSTON: N, E,

Printed by Order of the Honourable his Majefty's COUNCIL3
and Houfe of REPRESENTATIVES.

And Sold by S. Kn e e l a n d, in Queen-Street, 17 57-
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Ads and Laws.
PafTed by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Ma-

jefty's Province of tlie Majpichufetts-Bay m New-England : Be-

gun and Held at Bojion upon Wednefday the twenty-fifth Day
of Mflj, 1757.

C H A P. I.

An A£l impowering Margaret Pollard oi Bqflon^ in the

County of Suffolk^ Widow, Executrix of the laft Will

and Teftament of Benja7?iin Pollard^ Efq; deceafed, to

make Sale of certain Lands that were conveyed to the

{^\di*Be?ijamm Pollard^ in Truft.

ltlf7HEREAS it appears 'that Jonas Clarke, Efq; on thefourth 'Day
.

§/lf of June If ^6, by his Deed of that Date, Regijlred in the Regiftry Preamble.

f f of Deeds for the County <9/Middlefex, in Book 53, Page 452, con-

veyed unto ^/j^ya/W Benjamin Pollard, Efq; certain Lands filiate

partly in Waltham, and partly in Wefton m the County o/ Middlefex, con-

taining one Hundred and thirty-feven Acres, to hold to thefaid Benjamin as

an abfolute Eftate of Inheritance in Fee-Simple ; that altho' the faid Con-

veyancePurports to be §n abfolute Sale offaidPremifes, yet in Faflthe In-

tent of thefame %uas only to fecure the Payment of fundry Sums of Money
due from thefaid Jonas, to fundry Perfons which the faid Benjamin flood

liable for the Payment of : And thefaid ^owzi, on the tiuelfth (p/'November

lajl,by his otherDeed of that Date, Regijlred in the Regiftry of Deedsfor
the County c/ ^¥orcefter, Book 38, Page 138, conveyed unto the faid^&viyx-

min, a certain Farm in Shrev/lbury, in the County of Vlorceder,. containing

about one Hundred and twenty Acres ; alfo about one Hundred and fxty
Acres of Land mHolden in faid County ; alfo a T'raSl of Land in Ruthnd
in faid County, containing about one Hundred andfifteen Acres and three

Quarters of an Acre ; afo another TraB of Land in Rutland afor^taid,

containing about one Hundred and ten Acres ; afo the faid Jon"'-f Right

in the Great Farm Numb. XXII. in the North-lFefl Qiiar-'cr of Rutland

aforefaid, to hold thefame to f/jf/a/"i Benjamin and hiTlteirs, upon Trujl
;

that he the fa\d Benjamin or his Heirs, Executors or Adminiftrators , fhould

vjithin nine Mtnths from the Date offaid Deed, by Deed or Deeds ofBar-
y y y y gaitii
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gcii7i, and Sale legally e>:ecuted, make Sale ofall or fo ?nuch ofthe/aid Lands
and Premifes as fjould befufficient to pay and difcbarge all and every the
"Debts of the /a/W Jonas, zuhich are mentioned in a Schedide to thefame
"Deed aiinexed, amounting to Thiee Hundred and thirteen Pounds three Shil-

lings and two Pence, andfor the Payment of ivhich the faid'^stvi^ixaxrx became
liable ; and thefaid Benjamin Pollard is deceafed, andfaid Lands remain
unfold^ and his Heirs are all Minors, and the faid Margaret Pollard, arid

Jonas Clarke, have Petitioned that the faid Margaret Pollard vmy be fully
impoivered to executefaid Trifl in as ample Manner as thefaid Benjamin
Pollard could, and ought to have done if living : Therefore,

%z it cnactcti tip tljc Coimcil ana (ooiifc of KcprcCcnKittijcs, in ©cnerat
Court allcmtileti. That the faid Margaret Pollard, be and hereby is autho-

rized and fully impowered to fell all or fo much of the faid Lands and Pre-

milTes as fhall be fufficient to Reimburfe,Pay and Difcharge all fucii Sum and
Sums of Money, and the Intereft thereof, as the faid Benjamin in his Life-

time paid and advanced for the faid Jonas ; alfo fuch further Sums of Money
as the faid Benjamin^ Eftate now Hands liable for the Payment of, for and
on Account of the faid Jonas, and to that End to execute fuch Deed or Deeds
as fhall be neceiFary for the bargaining and conveying the aforefaid Lands and
thtir Aippurtenances, or any Part thereof lAnto any Perfon or Perfons in Fee.

.2nti l5C it fllCtSeC etiatteU, That the ^i^A Margaret Pollard, be and here-

by is fully authorized and impowered to Re-convey to the faid Jonas or his

Heirs, fuch Part of the faid Lands and the Appurtenances thereof, as fliall

remain unfold (if any there be) after the Payment of all fuch Sum and Sums
of Money as the faid Benjamin in his Life-time paid and advanced for the

faid Jonas, with the Intereft thereof, and fuch further Sums ofMoney as the

faid Benjamin\ Eftate now ftands liable for the Payment of, for and on Ac-
count of the laid Jofias, and to- that End to pafs and eriecute fuch legal Deed
or Deeds as fliall be found needful for that Purpofe : And if it happen that

upon Sale of the Premiftes, or fuch Part thereof as fliall be neceffary for the

Purpofes aforefaid, there fhould be an Overplus of Money in the Hands of
the faid Margaret, that then and in fuch Cafe the faid Margaret pay fuch

Overplus unto the faid Jonas, his Executors or Adminiftrators.

CHAP. II.

An Ad for ereding the Diftri6t of Danvers into a Town-
fhip by the Name of Danvers.

WHEREAS in the twenty-fourthTear of hisprefent MajeftfsReign^
the Village-Pariffj and Middle-P ar'ifh fo called, in the Town of
Salem, tvere ereded into a TDiJlri^l ; and %y the A£l for their Ln-

corporation, they were enjoined to do the Duties that are enjoined on other

Towns, and enjoy all the Pozvers, Priviledges and Lmmunities that Tozvns

in this Province by Lav; enjoy, except that offeperately choofing andfend-
ing one or more Reprefentatives to reprefent them at the General Affembly ;

which Exception has beenfound hurthenfome and inconvenient :

315e \t tliereto?0 ciiattcO tij? tSe Coutitil aiili li^onfe of KEpcer£ntatiiie.2f,

That the faid Diftrift be and' hereby is erefled into a Townftiip by theName
of Danvers, according to the Boundaries of faid Diftrift

; and that the In-

habitants of faid Diftrift, be and hereby are vefted and endowed with all die

Powers, Priviledges and Immunities that the Inhabitants of the Towns with-

in this ?i wince, are, or by Law ought- to be vefted or endowed with.

BOSTON: iV.i:, Printed byOrder ofHisMajefty'sCOUNCIL,andHoufe

ofRsPRESENTATlviis. AndSpUby S. Kneel AND> m Queen-Street.



Re^ni Pegu G E O R G 1 1 II. Tncefimo Primo; ^75^-

I^Ofpttal Otl Rainsford's-Iiland.

Ads and Laws
Faffed by the Great and General Court or AfTembly of His Ma=

jefly's Province of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England :

Begun and Held at Bojion, upon Wednefday the twenty-fifth

Day of May 1757, And coi7tinued by Prorogations to Wed-
nefday the twenty-third Day of November following, and
then raet.

L a A r. XL
An Ad in Addition to an Ad Intitled, An ASi for re-

gulating theHofpital on Rainsford's-lHandj aitdfurther

providing in Cafe of Skknefs,

WM/'HEREAS in and by an A51 htitled, " An A51 for regulating the

\''W " Hofpital on Rainsford's Ifland, and further providing in Cafs ^/Preamble,

* f " Sicknefs, it is provided. That when and fo often as any Ship cr

" other Veffel^ zvherein any Infe^ion or infeSiious Sicknefs hath lately

*^ been, fi't^ll come to any Port or Harbour ivitbin this Province ; or when and
'•'•

fj vften as any Perfon or Perfons, belonging to or that may either by Sea or

"•' hand^ come into any Town or Place near the publick Hofpital within this

^* Proxdnce, faall he vifiied, or who lately before may have been vif.ted with any
«' infeffious Sicknefs ; two of the JujJtces of the Peace, or Sele£i-Men offuch
'•'• Place, be and hereby are impowered immediately to order the faid l^effel and

;" fick Perfons 'to the Province Hofpital or Houfe aforefaid, there to be taken
''' Care of

:"

But no Penalty is annexed to the Breach of the afore- recited Paragraph of

faid A5f ;
- V/herefore,

Be it enajfiea dg tlje (Bofcernour, Council znn ^oufe of Hcgrefenta-- juftices of the

tfbE0, rha^ wnen any Ship or other Veffd, wherein any inkfiious Sicknels Peace&c toor-

is, or hath lately been, fhal! come to any Port or Harbour in this Province, der mfeftioua

and either two Jultices or the Seleft-Men of the Place, fhall order the faid p^Sstotbe
Veff;l to the Provnce Hofpital -, and the Maftcr or Mariners of Tuch Veffcl, Hofpital.

iliall refule or delay by tha Space of fix Hours after laid Order, given to

faid M'after or either of the Owners of faid Veffel, or of the Fadors of

either of faid Owners,to come to fail, if Wind and Weather permit, in order

to proceed to faid Hofpital, the iMafter of faid Veffel fhall forfeit and pay

Z 7; z z ihe
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4^^B Lotteip Ui Biul^tns a Bridge.

Penahy for the Sum of 0«£ Hundred Pounds, and fuiTs^r fix Months Irriprironmenc ; one

t^'the^Aa"
^^^^ "^ ^'^''^ ^ '"^ '° '^'^ ^° ^'""^ Informer or Profecuror, and' the other half to
the Poor of the Town or Diftrift, to which fuch Port or Harbour belongs j

the Offender to be profecuted in any Court of Julfice proper to try the
lame.

C H A P. IV.

An Ad; for railing the Sum of One Thoufa7id twoHtmdred
Pounds byLottery,for building and maintaining a Biido-e

oveiSaco and Pejumpfcot Rivers, in the County oi York.

Preamble. \17^^^^'^'^ ^^^ Eaftern Part of /aid County 0/ Yoik has hee^ f-rmerJy

^V broke up by the Enemy ^ and the getting froops to their Relief is extream-

ly difficult, if not imprci5?icable in jome Seafous of the Tea'-, there heing no puffing

in Boats or any other IVay over the Rivers of S.jco rmd Pefumpfcot, a)2d the

building a Bridge overfaid Rivers, will he cf public er^ice :

Lottery a!- jge ft tgcrcfove euacteD l;p t!je (Bofacrnour, Cs:.iicil anli ^mh of JRr^

fet u for
PI^^fetltatl'DCSS, That Sir i4'il:uim Pepperrell, Barone:, Daniel ALuUo;!,Edward

building and Milliken, Jofeph Sayer, and Rufhworth Jordan, Efqr?; MelTieurs Benjamin

maintaining a Chadbum, and Stephen Longfellow, or any three ot them, be and hereby are
Bridge over allowed and impowered to let up and carry on a Lottery or Lotteries, which

Ihall amount to futh a Sum as by deducting ten per Cent, out of each Prize,

will raife the Sum of One Thoufand two Hundred Pounds, to be applied by

and Pe-

fumpjcot Ri
vers in the

County of them, or any three of them,' towards building and maintaining a good and
York. fufficient Bridge over each of faid Rivers of >,aco and Pefumpfcot, at or near

the lower Falls of faid Rivers, and tor deireying the necellary Charges of
the Lottery aforefaid : And the faid S\r l^^'il'iam Pepperrell, Daniel Moultony

Edward Milliken, Jofeph Sayer, Rujhworlh Jordan, Efqrs; Benjamin Chadburny

and Siephn Longfellow, or any three of them, may, and hereby are, impow-
ered to make ail neccflary Rules for the regular Proceeding therein, and
Ihall be fworn to the faithful Dlfcharge of their Truff aforefaid, and be

anfwerable to the Owners of the Tickets, and for any Deficiency or Mif-

condudt ; and that thetMoniesfo raifed,fhall be applied tor the Ufes andPur-

pofes aforefaid, and no other. And if the Sum raifed fhall be more thin

fufficient (after paying of the Charges of the Lott'ery) to build the faid

Bridges, the Surplufage fliali be lodged in the Hands of the Treafurer of

the County of Tork, to be drawn out and applied towards Repairs of the

faid Bridges.

C H A P."~V.
^

An Ad for Incorporating a Neck of Land called Merri-

coneag-JVeck, and certain Iflands adjacent in the

County o^Torky into a feperate Diftrid by the Name
of HarpfwelL

Pieamble.
WHEREAS the Inhabitants of Merriconeag-Neck, and the Iflands ad-

jacent, have humbly reprifented to this Court the Difficulties and •_ real

Inconveniencies they labour under, in their prefent Situation, and have ea)neftly

requejied (hat (hey may be invefled with the Powers., Privileges and Immunities

ef a Diflria : Therefore,
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Harpfwell a '^'MtliX- 489

Te it Enfl-i;i 0;? tlje (©..tiiTaoui*, oiouadl, ana i}oufc of Ecctrcfmta-- lanc'sinthe

ttbe^, Thac the iuiu i\eck ot Land, beginning where t.runfwick Lin.- inter \^^I'^'^ °x A

iects the upper End ol I'aid Neck, which is lour Rods above the Narrows in:oaDifl;ria.

of iaid Neck, commonly called the Currying Place, from thence including

the whole of laid Neck down to. the Sea, together with the Iflands adjacent,

hereafter mentioned ; viz. Great Scbiifco-degin- I/land, alias Shapleighi JJland,

Little Sebafco degiU'l/land, and H'llh-IJland, lying to the South Eaft Side of Bounds there-

i'aidNcck -, Birch- JJland, H''bites-IJland,i.n6 the iwoGoofe l/lands, lying on the ot.

North Welt Side ot laid Neck, and Damarifcove-IJlajids, lying at the lower

End of faidNeck, be and hereby are Incorporated into a feperate Diftrici by

the Name of Harvfwcll.

And the Inhabitants of faid Neck of Land, and Idands, fliall be and TheirPowert,

hereby are inverted with all the Powers, Privileges and Immunities, that '

the feveral Towns in this Province by Law do or may enjoy, that ot fend-

ing a Reprefentative only excepted.

3ntl lie it flinljEC fnaCJCti, That John Minot, Efq; be and hereby is im-
^

powered to iflue his Warrant co fome principal Irhabitanr of the faidDidriff, -^q^. i^^^
requiring him in his Majefty's Name to warn and notify the faid Inhabi- notify'd.

tants, qualified to vote in Town Affairs, to meet together at luch Time and

Place in faid Diftrift, as by laid VVarrant fliall be appointed, to chule fuch

Officers as the Law direds, and may be necefTary to manage the Affair- of

faid Diftrift : And the faid Inhabitants being fo iret, fliall be and hereby are

impowered to chufe Officers accordingly.

B O S r O N, N. E.

Printed by S. Kneeland, by Order of His Excellency

the Governourj Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives.

1758.
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Ads and Laws
?

Faffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of His Ma-
jelly's Province of the Maffachufetts-Bnj in Netv- England

:

Begun and Held at Bo/Ion, upon Wednefday the twenty-fifth:

Day of M^y 1757. And continued by Prorogations to Thurs-

day the fecond Day of March following, and then met,

CHAP. VI.

An AS. to prevent Bribery and Corruption.

Ajf^d; it cnatte& hj tlje (Botjernour, Council anti ^Dufc of Ecpcefsnta'-

}\\% titJ£0, That if any Perfon (hall diredly or indireftly give, or engage P^fon? who
^""^

to pay any Sum of Money, or other valuable Confideration to ano-
eJ,^'a^e^a°^

therj in order to induce fuch other Perlbn to procure for him by his Intereft, sum of Mo-
Influence or any other Means whatfoever, any Office or Place of Truft with- ncy&c forany

in this Government, and be thereof convift, ihall forfeit a Sum not exceed- Office orPlace

ing One Hundred Pounds^ nor lefs than J'wenty Pounds, at the Difcretion of
"o JpeMk'''^

the Court which (hall hare Cognizance of the fame, and be rendered for ever

after incapable of fuftaining anyOffice or Place of Truft within this Province. Perfons who
anti be it futtficc enactcO, That if any Perfon Pnall receive of another any fhall receive

Sum of Money, or other valuable Confideration as a Reward for procuring, ^y ^""^ °f

or to procure any OfHce or Place of Truft v/ithin this Government, for any
procurineany

other Perfon, and be thereof convidted, fhall forfeit a Sum not exceeding office orPlace

One Hundred Pounds, nor lefs than Twenty Pounds, at the Difcretion of the of Truft Ha-

Court which fhall have Cognizance of the fame. And if fuch Offender be ^'® '° aPenal-

in any fuch Office, he Ihall on the ConTiftion be difabled from holding the
'^"

fame, and he for ever after incapable of fuftaining any Office or Place of

Truft within this Province.

And for the more eafy Conviilion offuch Offenders :

IBe ft fuCtSJC tnartcti. That if either of the Parties oflfendingas aforefaid, Perfons m-
ihall give information uponOath againft the other offending Party, and (hall forcing freed

duly profecute faid Information, fuch Informer (hall be freed from every the
^^owiP'^a't'es.

Penalties aforefaid.

A 3 a a a And
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OlFencestobc And all Offences agair.fc chis Ad, fhall be heard, tryed and determined
^"^^yi^^ore before the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of AiTize and General Goal

Affize°""
°^ Delivery ; and all pecuniary Penalties accruing thereby, (hall be one Third

thereof to the Informer, and the other two Thirds to the Province.

CHAP. VII.

An A61 for Regulating the Proprietors of the Meadow and

Flat-Ground within the Cove called the LittleHarbour

in the Townfhip of Hingham^ in the County o^ Suffolk.

WHEREAS the Proprieters of the Meadow and Flat-Ground wiihin the

Cove called the Little-Harbour in the Townfiip of Hingham, in the

County of Suffolk, in the Tear One Thoufand feven Hundred a7idforty, at a great

Expence ere5ied a Dam at the Mouth offaid Harbour, by Means of which tbe

fame yearly produces a confiderable ^lantity of Thatch ; but that a growing

Charge arifes from Time to Time in keeping the faid Dam in Repair, and that of

letting in and drawing off the Water as is neceffary, and that the fame for Time

to come may be well Regulated, and the Charge thereof equally born :

115e it macteO bg t&e dDotsectxour, Council ana i^oufe of EeprtCetita=

tlijeiS, That the Proprietors aforefaid be and hereby are invefted with the

and PrWne
^^™^ Powers and Privileges of calling and regulating Meetings, and choofing

of caliing^^" proper Officers, as theProprictors of Common and undivided Lands by Law
are invefted with •, and by a major Vote of the Proprietors (to be collefted

according to their Intereft) may make Orders and Rules as they fhall judge

neceffary, touching the Repairing or making anyDam or Dams,and drawing

off the Water, and grant and raife any Tax or Taxes for the defreying their

neceffary Charges, to be affeffed and levied on the fevcral Occupants of fuch

Meadow or Flatts, in Manner as by Law public Taxes are to be levied.

Proprietors

inverted wi

the Powers

calling

Meetings &c,

B O S T O N, N. E.

Printed by S. Kneeland, by Order of His Excellency

the GOVERNOUR, Council, and Houfe of Repre-

sentatives. 1758.
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An Ad
Pafled by the Great and General Court or Aflembly of His Ma*

jefty's Province of the Majfachufetts-Bay in New-England s

Begun and Held at Boflotty upon Wednefday the twenty-fifth

Day of May 1757. And continued by Prorogations and Ad»
journment to Tuefday the eighteenth Day of yipril followingj

and then met.

CHAP. VIII.

An Adl for preventing Lofs or Damage by Means of a

Non-obfervanceofalate A£t of tliis Province^ Intitled

An A£i for granting to his Majejiyfeveral Duties upon

Vellum^ Parchment and Paper
^ for two Tears^ towards

defreying the Charges of this Xjo'&ernmenti

"WTi /"REREAD during the Continuance of a late A51 of this Province, Intitled preambl^

f/^ An Aft for granting to his Majefty feveral Duries upon Vellum,

f f Parchment and Paper, for two Years, towards dcfreying theCharges

of this Government, made in the twenty-eigkih Tear of his prefent

Majefty^s Reign, there were divers Deeds and Mortgages of Real EJiates, and

Bonds, wrote on Vellum, Parchment and Paper, with a Stamp thereon d'fferenf

jrom what was required by faidAci, and divers others wrote on unflampedVelluWy

Parchment and Paper, whereby many innocent Perfons are likely to bt great

Sufferers : For Remedy whereof,

ffic \i ctiactea tip tlje (Botjti'noiir, Council, an3i l^oufe of Eepctfenta* Deed?. More-

titjeS, That all fuch Deeds, iV.ortgages and Bo.id.s be and arc here ^ de- S"^*^' ^^ ^^
clared as valid and effectual to all Intents and Purpofcs, as if they had been majTvaiid,
wrote on Vellum, Parchment and Paper, marked and [lamped in Manner as

by fdid Law required.

B b b b b

BOSTON: Printed by S.KN'EELANn, by Older of his Excellency the

GOVERNOUR, Council, anU Huufe of Represf.;.tatjves. 175S,
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